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+ Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva won Brazil’s 2026 presidential election, securing a fourth
term after defeating Flavio Bolsonaro.

+ 11-year-old Bodhana Sivanandan, an Indian-origin English chess player, became
the youngest female International Master (IM), breaking a 38-year-old record held
by Judit Polgar (Hungary).

+ Ahmedabad will host the 2029 Senior World Weightlifting Championships,
marking the first time India will host the senior edition, as confirmed by the
International Weightlifting Federation (IWF).

Y/

+ Kerala approved the launch of Co-Keralam, proposed as India’s first cooperative-
sector airline, through the Kerala Civil Aviation Development Cooperative Society.

o It plans to operate from Kochi, connecting Kozhikode, Kannur, Bengaluru,
Mangaluru, Chennai, Coimbatore and Madurai.

Y/

s World Day for Audiovisual Heritage observed annually on 27 October to raise
awareness of the importance of preserving audio visual documents and ensuring
their accessibility for future generations.

o The theme for the year 2026 is “Your Window to the World”.

% International Animation Day is observed annually on 28 October to celebrate
animation as an art form and recognise the artists and studios that bring
animated stories to life.

o The theme for the year 2026 is “BEYOND BORDERS”.

TAMIL NADU NEWS

History of Mudalur

% Mudalur in Tirunelveli district, Tamil Nadu, is known for being the first exclusive
Christian settlement in the State, established in 1799.

% Mudalur was founded by David Sundaranandan, the first Shanar catechist in
Tirunelveli district.

« It was established as a settlement for newly converted Christians who faced
attacks, and its name means “First Town.”

% The first church was built in 1799, while the present Church of St. Michael and
Other Saints was constructed in 1883.
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+ Following the Mudalur model, other Christian settlements, including Nazareth,
Sawyerpuram and Bethlehem, developed in the region.

David Sundaranandan died in 1806 at the age of 34 and is remembered as an
early Christian missionary in Tirunelveli.

=1 s @il
THE HISTORY OF MUDALUR

i § The “First Town” (Christian Settlement) of Tamil Nadu, Established in 1799

THE “FIRST TOWN” (MUDALUR)

| Following the Mudalur model, |
other Christian settiements
_ developed across the regi

NATIONAL NEWS

Supreme Court on Judicial Officers Retirement Age

"sc says 14 states so far
agree to raise retirement
age of judicial officers
from 60 to 62 years

=)

+ The Supreme Court stated that 14 States had agreed to increase the retirement
age of District Judicial Officers from 60 to 62 years.

v The Supreme Court directed the consenting States to amend service rules,
subject to suitability and performance assessment by the concerned High Court.

% Seven States — Chhattisgarh, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Sikkim, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal — were directed to allow eligible officers
who retired on or after 31 March 2026 to opt to rejoin judicial service.
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+ The Court asked other States and Union Territories to reconsider the proposal
and stated that financial burden should not be cited as a reason to oppose the
increase.

+» The retirement age of Supreme Court judges is 65 years, while that of High Court
judges is 62 years.

Annual Survey of Unincorporated Sector Enterprises (ASUSE) 2027-28

+ The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) announced
that ASUSE 2027-28 will be conducted from April 2027 to March 2028, aligning
the survey with the financial year.

+ The survey is conducted by the National Statistics Office (NSO) to collect data on
the characteristics and economic activities of unincorporated non-agricultural
establishments; it has been conducted since 2021-22.

+ For the first time, it will collect data on gender-specific constraints faced by
women entrepreneurs and include questions on electricity sources and
investment in fixed assets over a longer period.

% Two questions will identify handloom, power-loom and handicraft
establishments, following a request from the Ministry of Textiles.

Y/

+ The survey design allows participating States to generate district-level estimates;
the January—March 2027 survey will use the existing ASUSE 2026 schedule to
maintain continuity.

SECTOR ENTERPRISES (

An initiative by the Ministry of Statistics and Prngramme Implemen(anon (MnSPI) conducled by the National Statistics Office (NSO)
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Identifying handloom,
Includes questions on electricity power-loom, and handicraft Survey design allows

gender-specific constraints sources and long-term by States to generate
faced by women entrepreneurs. investments in fixed assets. the Ministry of Textiles). district-level estimates.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

12th BRICS Parliamentary Forum 2026

% The 12th BRICS Parliamentary Forum was held in New Delhi under the theme
“Fostering Parliaments for People-Centric Development.”

Page 3 of 8


https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/
https://www.shankariasacademy.com/

SHANKAIR ] TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM
IAS ACADEMY ,--,:_"l' Information is a Blessing
o\ e g THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004 =g

v The forum brought together parliamentary representatives from 11 BRICS
member countries: Brazil, China, Egypt, Ethiopia, India, Indonesia, Iran, Russia,
South Africa and the United Arab Emirates (UAE).

% India held the 2026 BRICS Chairship under the theme “Building for Resilience,
Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability.”

+ The Joint Declaration called for reform of the United Nations (UN) and its Security
Council to improve global representation, including that of the Global South.

« It addressed terrorism, climate change, sustainable development, digital
technologies and Artificial Intelligence (Al), and reaffirmed the principles of the
UN Charter.

R/

% The forum will reconvene in 2027 under China’s BRICS Chairship.

Wy

BRIC

12t Parliamentary Forum 2026

will be held at
Central Hall, Samvidhan Sadan,
Parliament House Complex, New Delhi

on 26-27 October 2026

FOSTERING PARLIAMENTS FOR
PEOPLE-CENTRIC DEVELOPMENT

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY NEWS

Plant-Based Protein Research

+ A study by the CSIR-Institute of Himalayan Bioresource Technology (CSIR-IHBT),
Palampur, and the Good Food Institute (GFI) India found that five tested plant-
based meat products had a higher share of absorbable protein than their chicken
counterparts.

+ Protein bioavailability was 80.8% and 86.1% for plant-based kebabs, compared
with 38.8% for chicken; plant-based nuggets scored 61.2% versus 43.4%, while
patties scored about 57-58% versus 21.2%.

% Researchers used an in vitro digestion method based on INFOGEST, an
internationally harmonised protocol that simulates digestion under laboratory
conditions.

+ Plant-based meat is commonly made from soy, pea or wheat gluten using
extrusion, a process that shapes ingredients using heat and pressure.
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+ The study assessed only protein bioavailability; researchers cautioned that the
findings do not establish that plant-based meat is healthier, and further studies
are needed.

PLANT-BASED PROTEIN RESEARCH

CSIR-IHBT

A Study by CSIR-IHBT, Palampur, & GFI India

1. MAIN FINDING & COMPARISON

( Y
PROTEIN BIOAVAILABILITY: PLANT-BASED vs. CHICKEN
Plant-based meat products showed a higher share of absorbable protein than chicken counterparts.
KEBABS NUGGETS PATTIES
61.2% 57-58%
38.8% 43.4% 21.2%
Plant-Based Chicken PInt-Based Chicken Plant-Based Chicken

4. CAUTION & NEXT STEPS

3. PRODUCTION & INGREDIENTS
COMMON INGREDIENTS & PROCESS
(4 S
Soybeans Peas Wheat T

Commonly made from soy,
pea, or wheat gluten.

A NOTE ON HEALTH A\

The study assessed ONLY protein
bioavailability. It does NOT
establish that plant-based

meat is healthier overall;
further studies are needed.

INFOGEST Protocol
Uses an “in vitro*
digestion method that
simulates human
digestion under
laboratory conditions.

Extrusion: Shapes
ingredients using
heat and pressure.

ENVIRONMENT NEWS

New Wildlife Protected Areas - Maharashtra
NEW WILDLIFE PROTECTED AREAS — MAHARASHTRA

Approved on 26 October 2026 by the Maharashtra State Board for Wildlife

Expanding the state's conservation footprint with new sanctuaries, reserves, and critical habitats.

\‘  Kolamarka (Gadchiroli): Known for
wild buffaloes, approved for
upgrade to a Wildlife Sanctuary.

o

* Expanded Tansa Area: Expanding
the existing Tansa Wildlife
Sanctuary in Thane/Palghar.

» Koka Wildlife Sanctuary:
100.139 sq. km declared as a
critical wildlife habitat.

« Jayakwadi Bird Wildlife
Sanctuary: 255.79 sq. km
declared as a critical wildlife.

 Spans seven districts: Pune,
Raigad, Nashik, Nandurbar, rpj
Thane, Palghar, and Chandrapur? 9

~ ¥ 3
MAHARASHTRA ) =
¢ 5 1

e Legal Category: First
introduced through a 2002
amendment to the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972.

« Wildlife Protection: The Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972 provides the legal
framework for wildlife protection.

o State Initiative: Allows participating
states and communities to play an
active role in preservation.

+ The Maharashtra State Board for Wildlife approved proposals on 26 October 2026
to declare two wildlife sanctuaries and 14 conservation reserves across the state.

% The two sanctuary proposals cover Kolamarka Conservation Reserve in
Gadchiroli, known for wild buffaloes, and an expanded area adjoining Tansa

Wildlife Sanctuary.

v The 14 proposed conservation reserves span seven districts: Pune, Raigad,
Nashik, Nandurbar, Thane, Palghar and Chandrapur.
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+ The Board approved proposals to declare 100.139 sq. km in Koka Wildlife

Sanctuary and 255.79 sq. km in Jayakwadi Bird Wildlife Sanctuary as critical
wildlife habitats.

% The Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 provides the legal framework for wildlife
protection; the conservation-reserve category was introduced through a 2002
amendment.

Cheer Pheasant Conservation in Himachal Pradesh

+ Himachal Pradesh recorded a 100% survival rate among reintroduced Cheer
Pheasants in 2024-25, compared with 11.11% in 2019-20.

% During Wildlife Week in October 2026, 12 captive-bred Cheer Pheasants were
soft-released at Moi Jubbar near Koti in Shimla district, becoming the
programme’s third release site after Seri and Shilli-Mehli.

+ Cheer Pheasant (Catreus wallichii), locally called Chir Tittar, is classified as
Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List and is listed under Schedule I of the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972.

% The Khadiyun Cheer Pheasant Breeding Centre is located at Chail in Solan
district.

Y/

+ Habitat degradation due to forest fires, grazing and fodder collection threatens

the species
CHEER PHEASANT [RER 1S
Catreus wallchii 9,999

FOUNDIN in 2022, asper BirdLife
Western Himalaya from International
northern F_’ukistan and —————
_ Kashmirthrough CONSERVATION STATUS
Himachal Pradesh and Vulnerable underIUCN

Uttarakhand to central Red List
Nepal

MAJOR THREATS
Small, fragmented
populations, increasing
human and livestock
pressures, hunting,
changing land-use
patterns

IMPORTANT DAYS

Indian Infantry Day 2026 - 27 October

+ The Indian Army observed the 80th Infantry Day (Shaurya Diwas) on 27 October
2026 to commemorate the historic landing of Indian Army troops at Srinagar
Airport in 1947.
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On 27 October 1947, the 1st Battalion of the Sikh Regiment landed at Srinagar
Airport to counter Pakistan-backed tribal invaders in Jammu and Kashmir.

The operation helped protect Srinagar and safeguard the territorial integrity of
Jammu and Kashmir.

Lieutenant Colonel Dewan Ranjit Rai, who was killed during the 1947 operations,
was posthumously awarded the Maha Vir Chakra (MVC).

The day honours the courage, sacrifice and service of infantry soldiers, the Indian
Army’s principal ground-combat arm.

g/ INDIAN INFANTRY DAY 2026 \@

27 OCTOBER 2026 | 80t" SHAURYA DIWAS

Commemorating 80 years of bravery, honor, and the historic 1947 Srinagar landing.
THE HISTORIC LANDING (1947) SAFEGUARDING JAMMU & KASHMIR

@ Srinagar

The Historic Landing (27 Oct 1947) Protecting Srinagar & J&K
The 1st Battalion of the Sikh Regiment landed at Srinagar Airport to counter The prompt operation successfully defended Srinagar and safeguarded
Pakistan-backed tribal invaders. It was the first major airlift operation of independent India the territorial integrity of Jammu & Kashmir from invaders.

GALLANTRY & SACRIFICE THE ULTIMATE COMBAT FORCE

- o A

Maha Vir Chakra Hero Honoring the Infantry

Lt. Col. Dewan Ranijit Rai, who g Infantry Day honors the
bravely led from the front and | & ourage, sacrifice, and relentl
was killed during the 1947 ope; \ & wless service of the infantrymen—
ons, was posthumously awarded M »"ihe Indian Army's principal
) the Maha Vir Chakra ground-combat arm.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS

Cyclone Arnab
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Cyclone Arnab completed landfall along the Andhra Pradesh and Yanam coasts
as a very severe cyclonic storm.

A cyclone is a large rotating weather system around a low-pressure centre; in the
Northern Hemisphere, winds rotate anticlockwise.

Tropical cyclones form over warm ocean waters and can cause strong winds,
heavy rainfall, storm surges and flooding.

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) classifies North Indian Ocean
cyclones based on maximum sustained wind speed as,

o Cyclonic Storm (62-88 km/h),

o Severe Cyclonic Storm (89-117 km/h),

o Very Severe Cyclonic Storm (118-166 km/h),

o Extremely Severe Cyclonic Storm (167-221 km/h) and
o Super Cyclonic Storm (222 km/h or more).
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+ Bangladesh proposed the name “Arnab” under the North Indian Ocean cyclone-
naming system coordinated by the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and
the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific

(UNESCAP).

+ The list contains 169 names contributed by 13 countries.

Gycione Armab

Andhra Pradesh, Odisha on high

alert as storm makes landfall;
winds gust up to 150 kmph
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