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August – 18 

TNPSC BITS 

❖ IAS officer of the Nagaland cadre, Piyush Goyal has been appointed by the Central 

Government as the new CEO of NATGRID (National Intelligence Grid). 

 

NATIONAL 

Independence Day Speech: 7 Highlights 

 

❖ Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed the nation on India’s 76th Independence 

Day from Red Fort, Delhi, 

❖ He began his address by remembering the freedom fighters, revolutionaries, and 

nation builders. 

❖ He asked the people of India to discard the mindset of ‘Ghulami’ that makes us 

seek certificates from foreign powers. 

❖ He asked remove any vestiges of colonialism, retain our roots, ensure unity in 

diversity, and carry out a citizen’s duties.  

❖ He highlighted that corruption and dynastic politics were the two biggest 

challenges in India. 

❖ He urged the citizens of country to weed out Corruption and Nepotism from the 

country. 
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❖ He called upon the collective spirit of 130 crores, the “Team India”, to take the 

country forward and ensure that it is a developed nation in the next 25 years.  

❖ PM laid down five resolves, or the “panch pran” for the ‘amrit kaal’: To work 

towards a ‘viksit Bharat’ (developed India). 

 

President’s Police Medals 

❖ In the Independence Day 2022, 1082 police personnel received the “Police 

Medals”.  

❖ Among them, 347 personnel received the Police Medal for Gallantry, 87 received 

Police Medal for Distinguished Service while, 648 personnel received Police Medal 

for Meritorious Service.  

❖ This year, 109 CRPF personnel and 108 Police personnel from Jammu and 

Kashmir have received Police Medal for Gallantry.  

❖ Apart from them, 7 personnel received President’s Correctional Service Medal for 

Distinguished Service. 

❖ 38 personnel received the Correctional Service Medal for Meritorious Service. 

❖ The President’s Police Medal is presented to members of law enforcement in India. 

❖ The award was established on March 1, 1951.  

❖ It was initially called as “President’s Police and Fire Service Medal”.  

❖ It is given for either gallantry or distinguished service. 

 

 

President’s Tatrakshak Medal 

❖ President Droupadi Murmu approved around 107 gallantry awards for the armed 

forces and Central Armed Police Forces. 

❖ It comprises of 3 Kirti Chakras and 13 Shaurya Chakras.  
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❖ Other than that, 81 Sena Medals, 1 Nao Sena Medal and 2 Bar to Sena medals 

were also announced. 

❖ The President also approved 3 Tatrakshak Medals to Coast Guard personnel. 

❖ It aims honour their acts of conspicuous gallantry, meritorious service and 

exceptional devotion to duty. 

 

 

23rd Edition of India International Seafood Show 

 

❖ The 23rd edition of India International Seafood Show (IISS) will be held in 

Kolkata. 

❖ It will be hosted by Marine Products Export Development Authority (MPEDA) in 

association with the Seafood Exporters’ Association of India (SEAI).  

❖ It is the biennial showpiece event in the seafood sector. 

 

Most trusted institutions 

❖ Defence forces, RBI and Prime Minister of India are the three most trusted 

institutions in the country. 
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❖ This survey was conducted by Ipsos India. 

❖ The Supreme Court of India came fourth place. 

❖ It was followed by the Central Bureau of Investigation. 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL 

Clade I and Clade II 

 

❖ The World Health Organisation has announced new names for the variants of the 

monkeypox virus. 

❖ This step is taken in a bid to avoid causing any “cultural or social offence.” 
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❖ The names of Monkeypox variants are Clades I, IIa and IIb. 

❖ The monkeypox virus was named upon its first discovery in 1958. 

 

ECONOMY 

Cross-border inward payments through BBPS 

 

❖ Reserve Bank of India proposed to allow Bharat Bill Payment System (BBPS) to 

process cross-border inbound bill payments.  

❖ This will help the Non-resident Indians (NRIs) who face challenges in paying 

utility bills in India.  

❖ If proposal is accepted, it will benefit the NRIs. 

❖ BBPS system was conceptualised by the central bank.  

❖ It is owned and operated by National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) 

Bharat BillPay Ltd (NBBL). 

 

STATES 

Donyi Polo Airport 

❖ The third airport of Arunachal Pradesh is now under construction in Itanagar. 

❖ It has been given the name “Donyi Polo Airport” by the Arunachal Pradesh 

administration. 
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❖ It reflects the long-standing indigenous respect for the Sun (Donyi) and the Moon 

(Polo) among the populace. 

❖ It is the state’s third airport after Pasighat and Tezu airports. 

❖ This is also northeast India’s 16th airport. 

 

 

SPORTS 

Suspension of All India Football Federation 

 

❖ FIFA, the governing body for world football, suspended the All-India Football 

Federation for “undue interference by a third party”. 
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❖ This is a first instance, since the federation was formed in 1937. 

❖ Since May 18, 2022, the AIFF is being run by a three-member committee of 

administrators 

❖ They were appointed by the Supreme Court after removing Praful Patel and his 

executive committee, whose term ended in December 2020.  

❖ The appointment of CoA is considered third-party interference and goes against 

FIFA statutes that asks all countries to “manage its affairs independently.” 

❖ The suspension means no Indian team, club or country, can play international 

matches. 

❖ Also, India will lose hosting rights of the FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup-2022. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 

History of PIN code 50th year 

 

❖ The 76th Independence Day coincides with another milestone in the country’s 

history. 

❖ It was on August 15, 1972, 50 years ago, the Postal Index Number (PIN) was 

introduced in India.  
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❖ According to the Department of Posts, there were 23,344 post offices, primarily 

in urban areas, in India at the time of Independence. 

❖ The PIN code was meant to ease the process of mail sorting and delivery in a 

country where different places, often, have the same or similar names, and letters 

are written in a wide variety of languages. 

❖ The PIN is made up of six digits. 

❖ The first number indicates the postal region — Northern, Eastern, Western, 

Southern; and number 9, which signifies the Army Postal Service. 

❖ The person behind the initiative was Shriram Bhikaji Velankar, the then 

additional secretary in the Union Ministry of Communications. 

❖ Globally, in the US, the Zone Improvement Plan (ZIP) code was introduced July 

1, 1963. 
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