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« NTPC Limited, became the first public sector company in the power industry to
adopt a Business Continuity Plan aligned with ISO 22301:2019.

+¢ India is launching its first hydrogen-powered train on the Jind—Sonepat route in
Haryana.

% Under the Indian Army’s Operation Sadbhavana, an ‘Arogyam Health and
Wellness Centre’ was inaugurated at Dah Jhong, Tawang district, Arunachal
Pradesh.

+ Tata Sons shareholders have unanimously approved Noel N Tata’s appointment
as a director during the company’s annual general meeting (AGM).

% India will host the Asian Open Short Track Speed Skating Trophy 2025 for the
first time in Dehradun, Uttarakhand.

Y/

+ Mountaineer Kabak Yano successfully summited Mount Elbrus, the highest peak
in Russia and Europe.

+ Nepal allows free climbing of 97 peaks in Karnali and Sudurpaschim, ranging
from 5,970 to 7,132 metres, for two years to boost tourism.

+ President Droupadi Murmu appointed Manipur Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla to
also serve as Nagaland Governor alongside his current duties.

+ Indian Railways has commissioned India’s first removable 70-metre solar panel
system between tracks at Banaras Locomotive Works, Varanasi.

+ India’s first sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) plant to start commercial production
by year-end at Indian Oil Corporation’s Panipat refinery in Haryana.

+ The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) approved the development
of a greenfield airport at Kota-Bundi in Rajasthan.

+ The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) has collaborated with the
Starlink, for seamless Aadhaar-based customer verification.

s The Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) has recorded an all-time
high net addition of 21.89 lakh members during June this year. The

NATIONAL NEWS

130tk Constitutional Amendment Bill

% The Constitution (One Hundred and Thirtieth Amendment) Bill, 2025 was
introduced in the Lok Sabha and sent to a Joint Committee.
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It also proposes amendments in the Government of Union Territories Act, 1963
and the Jammu & Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019.

This Bill amends the Article 75 (Union Ministers), Article 164 (State Ministers),
and Article 239AA (NCT of Delhi).

It aims to address the gap in the Constitution regarding removal of Ministers (PM,
CMs, Union/State Ministers) facing serious criminal allegations and detained for
30 consecutive days.

» If a Minister (PM/CM/Minister) is arrested and detained for 30 consecutive days

on charges punishable with five years or more imprisonment, then:

o President (on advice of PM/directly) removes Union Ministers/PM.
o Governor (on CM’s advice) removes State Ministers.

o Governor (directly) removes Chief Minister of State.

o UT-specific amendments cover CMs/Ministers in UTs and Jammu &
Kashmir.

Constitution Amendment
Bill Proposing Removal
Of PM, CM & Ministers
After 30-Day Custody In
Serious Offences Referred

AUG 2025

“130™ CONSTITUTION =
~ (AMENDMENT) BILL

Ministers can be reappointed upon release.

Article 75 primarily deals with the appointment and responsibilities of the
Council of Ministers, including the Prime Minister.

Article 164 outlines the provisions related to the CoMs in a state.
Article 239AA of the Constitution outlines special provisions for the NCT of Delhi.

A Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) is set up by Parliament for a special
purpose, such as for the detailed scrutiny of a subject or Bill.
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It has members from both Houses, and is dissolved after its term ends or its task
has been completed.

Indian Ports Bill, 2025
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What Is the Indian Ports Bill 20257

A transformative legislation passed by the
Rajya Sabha, replacing the 1908 Indian Ports
Act. It aims to modernize port operations,
‘enhance efficiency, and integrate global best

The Rajya Sabha passed the Indian Ports Bill, 2025, replacing the Indian Ports
Act of 1908.

The Bill aims to modernize India’s maritime sector and establish the Maritime
State Development Council.

The Council will promote port growth, competition, and advise on maritime trade
planning.

The Bill empowers the government to notify new ports and alter port limits.

Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Bill, 2025

0
0'0

The Government introduced the Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Bill,
2025, in the Lok Sabha.

The Bill seeks to amend 355 provisions across 16 Central Acts to ease their
applicability.

It proposes to decriminalise 288 provisions and amend 67 provisions to promote
‘Ease of Living’.

The Government asked the Speaker to refer the Bill to a Select Committee for
review.
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« This Bill builds on the Jan Vishwas Act, 2023, which decriminalised 183
provisions in 42 Central Acts.

« For first-time contraventions, the Bill proposes advisory or warning penalties for
76 offences under 10 Acts.

s Imprisonment for minor defaults will be replaced by monetary penalties or
warnings, with penalties increasing for repeated offences.

JAN VISHWAS BILL 2.0

» Govt to introduce Jan Vishwas (Amendment) Bill, 2025 in Lok
Sabha today

« Bill to further boost ease of doing business and ease of living
» To amend several enactments, decriminalise & rationalise offences

e Over 300 minor offences set to be decriminalised under Jan
Vishwas 2.0: Sources

» First offences: no penalty, only improvement notice: Sources

Online Gaming Bill 2025

WHAT'S PROHIBITED? STRICT PENALTIES @'{%

Offering Money Games: Up to 3 years jail
and/or %1 crore fine.

All Online Money Games: A complete ban on any game involving
monetary stakes or winnings, regardless of whether it is based on
skill or chance.

This includes: Online Fantasy THE PROMOTION ﬁND
R REGULATION OF ONLINE
Also Banned: All advertising, GQMING BILL‘ aas

promotion, and financial

transactions (via banks or The government, on Aug 20, introduced the Bill to
payment apps) related to promote legitimate gaming like e-sports while
money games. imposing a blanket ban on all online money games.

Advertising Money Games: Up
to 2 years jail and/or 350
lakh fine.

Repeat Offences: Harsher
penalties — 3-5 years of
jail, fines up to %2 crore.

Key offences are cognizable
and non-bailable

THE REGULATOR: ONLINE
GAMING AUTHORITY

A new national-level body will
be established to:

WHAT'S PROMOTED?

E-Sports: Recognised as a
legitimate sport. The
government will support
training academies, research,
and official events.

= Categorise and register
online games.

= Determine if a game is a

prohibited 'money game'.
Social & Educational Games: A framework will be created to Capital Outlay
register and promote safe, age-appropriate games for = Initial Setup: 350 crore = Handle user complaints and
recreation and skill development. » Annual Cost: 320 crore ensure compliance.

®

+ The Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming Bill, 2025 was passed by the
both houses.

+ This bill bans the operation, facilitation and advertising of online games played
with money.
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+ The legislation seeks to make online money gaming punishable by imprisonment
of up to 3 years and/or a fine of up to Rs 1 crore.

+» The bill outlaws all online betting and gambling activities -- from online fantasy
sports to online gambling (like Poker, Rummy and other Card games) and online
lotteries.

+ It seeks to prohibit advertisement related to online money games and bars banks
and financial institutions from transferring funds for any of such games.

% The Indian gaming market is valued at $3.8 billion and could increase to $9.2
billion by 2029.

Adi Karmayogi Abhiyan
+ The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has officially launched the Adi Karmayogi Abhiyan.
« It is envisaged as the world’s largest tribal grassroots leadership program.

+ The Abhiyan emphasizes Sewa (Service), Sankalp (Resolve), and Samarpan
(Dedication).

It aimed at empowering tribal communities, strengthening responsive
governance, and creating local leadership opportunities across the country.

ADI KARMAYQGI

INDIA'S LARGEST TRIBAL LEADERSHIP MOVEMENT
7 Objectives of Adi Karmayogi Abhiyan:

+ Promote transparent and accountable governance

+ Encourage bottom-up planning and participation

+ Set up proactive grievance and feedback systems

+ Implement national and state schemes collaboratively
+ Conduct local visioning aligned with Viksit Bharat @2047
+ Build leadership from village to state level

« Ensure last-mile delivery through scheme convergence

Anna-Chakra supply chain tool

v The Government of India has implemented the “Anna-Chakra” Supply Chain
Optimisation Tool in 30 out of 31 targeted States and Union Territories (UTs).
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+ It integrates with PM Gati Shakti and Railways' FOIS portal, covering 4.37 lakh
Fair Price Shops and 6700 warehouses.

+ This initiative aims to streamline the Public Distribution System (PDS) using
technology-driven logistics.

s The tool is expected to save 3250 crore annually through reduced transportation

costs.
STRUCTURE OF THE PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM IN INDIA
Food Corperation ':" } state Government
of India 3
m Road Rail Road Road
Farmers Transportation Transportation Transportation Transportation
& e = : o . )
w - = — N .-—»\/Q—H_IQ — Gt
Farmers. fm ‘ o' . "’
™ Media / Purchase Surplus State Deficit State District Level Fiar Price Shop  Beneficiaries
m Centres Warehouse Warehouse Warehouse
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Anna Chakra optimises India’s PDS supply chain across 30
states, saving costs, cutting emissions, and improving food grain

delivery for 81 crore beneficiaries.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

‘One Freezone Passport’ — Dubai

Dubai launches
One Freezone Passport
For all Freezones

One Freezone Passport by DFZC lets companies operate across all Dubai
freezones under a single passport, simplifying setup and expansion

+ Dubai has introduced ‘One Freezone Passport’.
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+ This new scheme allows companies licensed in one free zone to expand operations
into other free zones across the emirate without requiring an additional licence.

% Globally renowned luxury brand, Louis Vuitton, has become the first corporate
member under this scheme.

72

% Dubai has more than 20 free zones that contribute significantly to non-oil trade,
offering 100 per cent foreign ownership and tax exemptions.

ENVIRONMENT NEWS

Slit eye Shark

@,

+ For the first time, the slit eye shark has been recorded in the Great Chagos Bank,
the world’s largest coral atoll.

+ The shark, named for its narrow slit-like eyes, was found seagrass habitats on
the southern rim of the Bank.

+ Listed as near-threatened, sliteye shark numbers are projected to decline by
nearly 30% within 15 years.

Y/

% Since 2016, more than 110 fish species using these underwater grasslands for
food and shelter.

May have dark edge

Origin behind
anal fin insertion
(in C. brevipinna the
origins are opposite
one another) Sometimes with
Vi dark edges

Origin behind
pectoral fins

Gavin Leese

Large eye with
notch at rear

STATES’ NEWS

Shram shree scheme - West Bengal

% West Bengal has launched a new rehabilitation initiative, the "Shramshree"
scheme.
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% It aimed at Bengali migrant workers returning to the state after alleged
harassment and discrimination in other states for speaking Bengali.

+ Under the Shramshree scheme, each returning worker will receive 35,000 per
month for a year or until they secure new employment in Bengal.

% Twenty-two lakh migrant workers from West Bengal are working in other states.

Shramshree

West Bengal Scheme For Returning Migrant Worker

CM Mamata Banerjee Announced On 18.08.25 that
Migrant Workers will get Rs 5000 per Month upon
Returmning to West Bengal Until They Find New Work
Under Shramshree Scheme

They Will Get Addition Benefit Like Swasthyasathi (Health
Companion) and Khadyaathi (Food Companion) Schemes
and Receive Training through the ‘Utkarsh Bangla’ Project.

IMPORTANT DAYS

World Orangutan Day 2025 - August 19

s The day focuses on the conservation of orangutans and their natural habitat.

+ The word orangutan comes from the Malay words “Orang,” meaning person, and
“Hutan,” meaning of the forest.

« They are the great apes found in Asia, closest living relatives of humans after
chimpanzees, bonobos, and gorillas.

s They share 97% DNA with humans.

s Present only available on the islands of Sumatra (Indonesia) and Borneo (shared
by Indonesia, Malaysia, and Brunei).

v There are 3 types of orangutans:
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o Bornean Orangutan — Critically Endangered.

o Sumatran Orangutan — Critically Endangered.

o Tapanuli Orangutan — Critically Endangered.

world Omawam Dw? '

Each year, it's estimated that thousands of
orangutans are killed due to habitat destruction.

Palm oil production and logging are some of
the primary threats to their habitats.

conservation efforts are ongoing
to protect their habitats, but
orangutans will remain af
significant risk of extinction
unless dramatic
protection measures
are established.

World Mosquito Day 2025 - August 20

World

Mosquito
Day

World Mosquito Day is a worldwide health-contingency
event observed on the 20th of August every year for the past
126 years. This day remarks Dr Ross’s discovery of the \\§
association between malaria and mosquito. On this day, local

and global communities raise awareness about the

increasing populations of mosquitos, mosquito-borne

diseases, along with means to thwart them.

+ It aims to raise awareness of the dangers posed by mosquito-borne diseases.

% This day honours Sir Ronald Ross, who discovered that female Anopheles

mosquitoes transmit malaria.

World'.

+ The theme for 2025 is 'Accelerating the Fight Against Malaria for a More Equitable
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MISCELLANEOUS NEWS
14th-century goddess idol - Erode

% A 1l4th-century stone idol of goddess Nisumba Soodhani was found in River
Bhavani near the Kodiveri anicut.

+ The sculpture has fierce eyes and unusually large ears.

s It is said that the Cholas worshipped the deity before going to war, as they
believed she was the goddess of victory.

A 14th-century stone
idol of goddess
Nisumba Soodhani
was found partially
buried in the sand of
River Bhavani near
the Kodiveri anicut

recently.

SIR THIRUVARUR MUTHUSWAMY IYER KCIE WAS AN
INDIAN ADVOCATE WHO, IN 1877, WAS SELECTED AS THE
FIRST NATIVE INDIAN JUDGE OF THE MADRAS HIGH
COURT. HE ALSO ACTED AS THE CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE
MADRAS HIGH COURT IN 1893. HE IS ONE OF THE FIRST
INDIANS TO HAVE A STATUTE.

« Justice Tiruvarur Muthuswami Iyer was the first Indian judge appointed to the
Madras High Court in 1878.
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% He was born on January 28, 1832, in Uchuvadi, Thanjavur district.
% He served as a judge until his death on January 25, 1895.

< In 1898, the then Chief Justice Sir Arthur John Hammond Collins installed his
marble statue.
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