
•   
•    
 

 
 

August – 23 

TNPSC BITS 

❖ NTPC Limited, became the first public sector company in the power industry to 

adopt a Business Continuity Plan aligned with ISO 22301:2019. 

❖ India is launching its first hydrogen-powered train on the Jind–Sonepat route in 

Haryana. 

❖ Under the Indian Army’s Operation Sadbhavana, an ‘Arogyam Health and 

Wellness Centre’ was inaugurated at Dah Jhong, Tawang district, Arunachal 

Pradesh. 

❖ Tata Sons shareholders have unanimously approved Noel N Tata’s appointment 

as a director during the company’s annual general meeting (AGM).  

❖ India will host the Asian Open Short Track Speed Skating Trophy 2025 for the 

first time in Dehradun, Uttarakhand. 

❖ Mountaineer Kabak Yano successfully summited Mount Elbrus, the highest peak 

in Russia and Europe. 

❖ Nepal allows free climbing of 97 peaks in Karnali and Sudurpaschim, ranging 

from 5,970 to 7,132 metres, for two years to boost tourism. 

❖ President Droupadi Murmu appointed Manipur Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla to 

also serve as Nagaland Governor alongside his current duties. 

❖ Indian Railways has commissioned India’s first removable 70-metre solar panel 

system between tracks at Banaras Locomotive Works, Varanasi. 

❖ India’s first sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) plant to start commercial production 

by year-end at Indian Oil Corporation’s Panipat refinery in Haryana. 

❖ The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) approved the development 

of a greenfield airport at Kota-Bundi in Rajasthan. 

❖ The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) has collaborated with the 

Starlink, for seamless Aadhaar-based customer verification. 

❖ The Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) has recorded an all-time 

high net addition of 21.89 lakh members during June this year. The 

 

NATIONAL NEWS 

130th Constitutional Amendment Bill 

❖ The Constitution (One Hundred and Thirtieth Amendment) Bill, 2025 was 

introduced in the Lok Sabha and sent to a Joint Committee. 
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❖ It also proposes amendments in the Government of Union Territories Act, 1963 

and the Jammu & Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019. 

❖ This Bill amends the Article 75 (Union Ministers), Article 164 (State Ministers), 

and Article 239AA (NCT of Delhi). 

❖ It aims to address the gap in the Constitution regarding removal of Ministers (PM, 

CMs, Union/State Ministers) facing serious criminal allegations and detained for 

30 consecutive days. 

❖ If a Minister (PM/CM/Minister) is arrested and detained for 30 consecutive days 

on charges punishable with five years or more imprisonment, then: 

o President (on advice of PM/directly) removes Union Ministers/PM. 

o Governor (on CM’s advice) removes State Ministers. 

o Governor (directly) removes Chief Minister of State. 

o UT-specific amendments cover CMs/Ministers in UTs and Jammu & 

Kashmir. 

 

❖ Ministers can be reappointed upon release. 

❖ Article 75 primarily deals with the appointment and responsibilities of the 

Council of Ministers, including the Prime Minister. 

❖ Article 164 outlines the provisions related to the CoMs in a state. 

❖ Article 239AA of the Constitution outlines special provisions for the NCT of Delhi. 

❖ A Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) is set up by Parliament for a special 

purpose, such as for the detailed scrutiny of a subject or Bill.  
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❖ It has members from both Houses, and is dissolved after its term ends or its task 

has been completed. 

 

Indian Ports Bill, 2025 

 

❖ The Rajya Sabha passed the Indian Ports Bill, 2025, replacing the Indian Ports 

Act of 1908. 

❖ The Bill aims to modernize India’s maritime sector and establish the Maritime 

State Development Council. 

❖ The Council will promote port growth, competition, and advise on maritime trade 

planning. 

❖ The Bill empowers the government to notify new ports and alter port limits. 

 

Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Bill, 2025 

❖ The Government introduced the Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Bill, 

2025, in the Lok Sabha. 

❖ The Bill seeks to amend 355 provisions across 16 Central Acts to ease their 

applicability. 

❖ It proposes to decriminalise 288 provisions and amend 67 provisions to promote 

‘Ease of Living’. 

❖ The Government asked the Speaker to refer the Bill to a Select Committee for 

review. 
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❖ This Bill builds on the Jan Vishwas Act, 2023, which decriminalised 183 

provisions in 42 Central Acts. 

❖ For first-time contraventions, the Bill proposes advisory or warning penalties for 

76 offences under 10 Acts. 

❖ Imprisonment for minor defaults will be replaced by monetary penalties or 

warnings, with penalties increasing for repeated offences. 

 

 

Online Gaming Bill 2025 

 

❖ The Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming Bill, 2025 was passed by the 

both houses. 

❖ This bill bans the operation, facilitation and advertising of online games played 

with money. 
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❖ The legislation seeks to make online money gaming punishable by imprisonment 

of up to 3 years and/or a fine of up to Rs 1 crore. 

❖ The bill outlaws all online betting and gambling activities -- from online fantasy 

sports to online gambling (like Poker, Rummy and other Card games) and online 

lotteries. 

❖ It seeks to prohibit advertisement related to online money games and bars banks 

and financial institutions from transferring funds for any of such games.  

❖ The Indian gaming market is valued at $3.8 billion and could increase to $9.2 

billion by 2029. 

 

Adi Karmayogi Abhiyan 

❖ The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has officially launched the Adi Karmayogi Abhiyan. 

❖ It is envisaged as the world’s largest tribal grassroots leadership program. 

❖ The Abhiyan emphasizes Sewa (Service), Sankalp (Resolve), and Samarpan 

(Dedication). 

❖ It aimed at empowering tribal communities, strengthening responsive 

governance, and creating local leadership opportunities across the country. 

 

 

Anna-Chakra supply chain tool 

❖ The Government of India has implemented the “Anna-Chakra” Supply Chain 

Optimisation Tool in 30 out of 31 targeted States and Union Territories (UTs). 
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❖ It integrates with PM Gati Shakti and Railways' FOIS portal, covering 4.37 lakh 

Fair Price Shops and 6700 warehouses. 

❖ This initiative aims to streamline the Public Distribution System (PDS) using 

technology-driven logistics. 

❖ The tool is expected to save ₹250 crore annually through reduced transportation 

costs. 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

‘One Freezone Passport’ – Dubai 

 

❖ Dubai has introduced ‘One Freezone Passport’. 
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❖ This new scheme allows companies licensed in one free zone to expand operations 

into other free zones across the emirate without requiring an additional licence.  

❖ Globally renowned luxury brand, Louis Vuitton, has become the first corporate 

member under this scheme. 

❖ Dubai has more than 20 free zones that contribute significantly to non-oil trade, 

offering 100 per cent foreign ownership and tax exemptions. 

 

ENVIRONMENT NEWS 

Slit eye Shark  

❖ For the first time, the slit eye shark has been recorded in the Great Chagos Bank, 

the world’s largest coral atoll. 

❖ The shark, named for its narrow slit-like eyes, was found seagrass habitats on 

the southern rim of the Bank. 

❖ Listed as near-threatened, sliteye shark numbers are projected to decline by 

nearly 30% within 15 years. 

❖ Since 2016, more than 110 fish species using these underwater grasslands for 

food and shelter. 

 

 

STATES’ NEWS 

Shram shree scheme - West Bengal 

❖ West Bengal has launched a new rehabilitation initiative, the "Shramshree" 

scheme. 
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❖ It aimed at Bengali migrant workers returning to the state after alleged 

harassment and discrimination in other states for speaking Bengali. 

❖ Under the Shramshree scheme, each returning worker will receive ₹5,000 per 

month for a year or until they secure new employment in Bengal. 

❖ Twenty-two lakh migrant workers from West Bengal are working in other states. 

 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Orangutan Day 2025 - August 19 

❖ The day focuses on the conservation of orangutans and their natural habitat. 

❖ The word orangutan comes from the Malay words “Orang,” meaning person, and 

“Hutan,” meaning of the forest. 

❖ They are the great apes found in Asia, closest living relatives of humans after 

chimpanzees, bonobos, and gorillas. 

❖ They share 97% DNA with humans. 

❖ Present only available on the islands of Sumatra (Indonesia) and Borneo (shared 

by Indonesia, Malaysia, and Brunei). 

❖ There are 3 types of orangutans: 
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o Bornean Orangutan – Critically Endangered. 

o Sumatran Orangutan – Critically Endangered. 

o Tapanuli Orangutan – Critically Endangered. 

 

 

World Mosquito Day 2025 - August 20 

 

❖ It aims to raise awareness of the dangers posed by mosquito-borne diseases. 

❖ This day honours Sir Ronald Ross, who discovered that female Anopheles 

mosquitoes transmit malaria. 

❖ The theme for 2025 is 'Accelerating the Fight Against Malaria for a More Equitable 

World'.  
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MISCELLANEOUS NEWS 

14th-century goddess idol - Erode 

❖ A 14th-century stone idol of goddess Nisumba Soodhani was found in River 

Bhavani near the Kodiveri anicut. 

❖ The sculpture has fierce eyes and unusually large ears. 

❖ It is said that the Cholas worshipped the deity before going to war, as they 

believed she was the goddess of victory. 

 

 

Tiruvarur Muthuswami Iyer statue at Madras High Court 

 

❖ Justice Tiruvarur Muthuswami Iyer was the first Indian judge appointed to the 

Madras High Court in 1878. 
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❖ He was born on January 28, 1832, in Uchuvadi, Thanjavur district. 

❖ He served as a judge until his death on January 25, 1895. 

❖ In 1898, the then Chief Justice Sir Arthur John Hammond Collins installed his 

marble statue. 
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