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TNPSC BITS 

❖ A ‘vulture-safe veterinary first-aid kit’ was introduced for livestock owners in 

Thengumarahada village in the Nilgiris. 

o The kit contains safer alternatives Non-Steroidal Anti-Inflammatory drugs 

(NSAIDs), such as Meloxicam and traditional medicine. 

❖ Two Indian Navy officers Lt Col Roopa, Lt Col Dilna K Won CNN-News18's Youth 

Icon Award for 250-day circumnavigation aboard INSV Tarini under the Navika 

Sagar Parikarma II mission. 

 

TAMIL NADU NEWS 

Pallid Harrier in Tirunelveli 

 

❖ Researchers at Bengaluru-based ATREE were alerted to data transmitted from a 

small 9.5 gm transmitter connected to the back of a bird.  

❖ The Pallid Harrier, geo-tagged by them, has reached its roosting ground in 

Tirunelveli, all the way from Kazakhstan. 

❖ The Harrier Watch Project, a long-term project has monitored the six harrier 

species that arrive in India in winter. 

❖ It aims to monitoring the raptors and their grassland habitats and assessing the 

impact of loss of grasslands on the species. 

❖ The birds, breeds in Central Asia, come to the Indian sub-continent in winter. 

❖ The IUCN has categorised Pallid Harriers as near threatened. 
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School for Traditional Folk Arts 

❖ Tamil Nadu government will give land to start a training school for traditional 

folk-art forms at Valayangulam village in Thiruparankundram taluk, Madurai. 

❖ CM accepted the request of Parai artiste and Padma Shri awardee R. Velmurugan 

for setting up the school. 

❖ A new postgraduate (PG) course will begin in 2026–27, and financial assistance 

to the university will increase from ₹3 crore to ₹5 crore. 

❖ The ‘Naan Mudhalvan’ skill development scheme will be expanded for music and 

fine arts students. 

❖ The Chief Minister gave honorary doctorates to actor Sivakumar and artist 

Chandru. 

❖ It was given during the third convocation ceremony for the Tamil Nadu Dr. J. 

Jayalalithaa Music and Fine Arts University in Chennai. 

❖ The CM is the ex-officio Chancellor of the university. 

 

 

NATIONAL NEWS 

Tex-RAMPS Scheme 

❖ The Union government approved the Textiles Focused Research, Assessment, 

Monitoring, Planning and Start-up (Tex-RAMPS) Scheme. 

❖ The scheme will integrate research, data, and innovation to strengthen India’s 

textile sector. 

❖ Tex-RAMPS aims to position India as a global leader in sustainability, technology, 

and competitiveness. 

❖ The scheme has a total outlay of ₹305 crore for the financial years 2025-26 to 

2030-31. 
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Indian Army’s Modernisation Roadmap 

 

❖ Chief of Army Staff General announced a three-phase roadmap to transform the 

Indian Army into a fully integrated, future-ready force by 2047. 
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❖ Phase 1 (till 2032) focuses on capability development, force structure, and 

operational readiness; Phase 2 (till 2037) consolidates gains; Phase 3 (till 2047) 

aims for next-generation warfare readiness. 

❖ Four key pillars guide transformation: Self-reliance (Atma Nirbharta), Innovation 

(Anusandhan), Adaptation (Anukulan), and Integration (Ekikaran). 

❖ India’s military reforms align with the national vision of Viksit Bharat and the 

Prime Minister’s 5S framework: respect, dialogue, cooperation, prosperity, and 

security. 

 

India’s Record Defense Production and Exports 

 

❖ India’s defence production reached a record ₹1.54 lakh crore in FY 2024‑25. 

❖ Indigenous defence production was ₹1,27,434 crore in FY 2023‑24, a 174% 

increase from ₹46,429 crore in 2014‑15. 

❖ Defence exports rose to ₹23,622 crore in FY 2024‑25, up from less than 

₹1,000 crore in 2014. 

❖ Defence Public Sector Undertakings (DPSUs) contributed 77% of production, and 

the private sector contributed 23%. 

❖ Two Defence Industrial Corridors in Uttar Pradesh and Tamil Nadu attracted 

₹9,145 crore investments and 289 Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs). 
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❖ The Government aims to achieve ₹3 lakh crore in defence production and 

₹50,000 crore in exports by 2029. 

 

Gaja-Lok initiative  

❖ The Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH) launched Gaja-

Lok: Elephant Lands and their Cultural Symbolism in Asia. 

❖ The initiative documents cultural, historical, ecological, and climate resilience 

aspects of the Asian elephant across elephant-range countries. 

❖ The project aims to promote transnational recognition of elephant-related 

heritage and conservation in Asia. 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

World’s Most Populous City 2025 

❖ Jakarta became the world’s most populous urban area in 2025 with an estimated 

population of 42 million people. 

❖ Nine of the ten most populated cities in the world in 2025 are located in Asia. 
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❖ Dhaka has a population of about 37 million people, while Tokyo has about 33 

million people. 

❖ Indonesia has started shifting its administrative capital from Jakarta to 

Nusantara in Borneo. 

 

 

Michelangelo Dome Defence System 

❖ Italy introduced the Michelangelo Dome, an advanced multi-domain defence 

system. 

❖ It is designed to counter threats like missiles, drones, cyber-attacks, and space-

based threats. 

❖ The system uses artificial intelligence (AI) to detect, track, and respond to attacks. 

❖ It integrates data from radars, satellites, naval assets, and ground systems for 

better protection. 

 

 

Voluntary Military Scheme - France 

❖ France will start a 10-month voluntary military service from next summer. 

❖ France had suspended mandatory conscription in 1997. 
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❖ Denmark and Norway enforce compulsory military service for both men and 

women. 

❖ Sweden reinstated conscription in 2017 for 9 to 15 months for both genders. 

❖ Belgium ended conscription in 1994 and will launch a 12-month voluntary 

programme in 2026. 

❖ Germany plans a voluntary military service for 20,000 recruits by 2026. 

 

 

ECONOMY NEWS 

Second NUDGE Initiative   

❖ The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) launched the 2nd NUDGE (Non-

intrusive Usage of Data to Guide and Enable) initiative. 

❖ It aims to improve voluntary reporting of foreign assets. 

❖ High-risk cases were identified using Automatic Exchange of Information (AEOI) 

data for FY 2024–25, where foreign assets were not reported in ITRs for AY 2025–

26. 

❖ The initiative promotes accurate disclosure in Schedule Foreign Assets (FA) and 

Foreign Source Income (FSI) under the Income-tax Act, 1961 and the Black 

Money Act, 2015. 
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❖ The first NUDGE campaign (November 2024) resulted in 24,678 taxpayers 

disclosing ₹29,208 crore of foreign assets and ₹1,089.88 crore of foreign-source 

income. 

 

 

‘C’ Grade for India’s National Accounts Statistics  

 

❖ The International Monetary Fund (IMF) gave India’s National Accounts Statistics 

(NAS) a ‘C’ grade, citing methodological weaknesses. 

❖ India’s Consumer Price Index (CPI) received a ‘B’ grade. 
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❖ India’s GDP and CPI still use the 2011–12 base year, which does not reflect the 

current economy. 

❖ The Wholesale Price Index (WPI) is used as a deflator due to the lack of a full 

Producer Price Index (PPI). 

❖ Large discrepancies exist between production and expenditure data, partly due 

to informal sector under coverage. 

❖ Quarterly GDP data lacks sufficient seasonal adjustment, affecting the 

interpretation of growth trends. 

❖ India’s NAS is compiled by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation (MoSPI) using the United Nations System of National Accounts 

2008 (UN-SNA 2008). 

 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY NEWS 

Food Safety Alert - Auramine O 

 

❖ Auramine O is illegally added to foods to imitate turmeric/saffron or enhance 

sweets. 

❖ It is a synthetic diarylmethane-based yellow dye banned for use in food in India. 

❖ It appears as bright yellow needle-like crystals, insoluble in water but soluble in 

ethanol and DMSO (Dimethyl Sulfoxide). 

❖ It is used legally in textiles, leather, printing, microbiological staining, laboratory 

reagents, paper, and ink. 

❖ Toxicity risks include liver and kidney damage, enlarged spleen, endocrine 

disruption, and mutagenic effects. 

❖ It is classified by IARC (International Agency for Research on Cancer) as possibly 

carcinogenic to humans. 
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❖ Chronic exposure may cause long-term genetic and metabolic disorders. 

 

Mislabelled ORS Drinks 

❖ The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) ordered the removal of 

beverages falsely labelled as Oral Rehydration Solutions (ORS). 

❖ ORS is a medically approved drink with a precise mix of glucose and salts to treat 

dehydration caused by diarrhoea or excessive sweating. 

❖ Only WHO-approved ORS formulations with correct glucose and salt balance can 

use the “ORS” label. 

❖ Mislabelled drinks, including fruit juices and energy drinks, may worsen 

dehydration, especially in children. 

 

 

REPORTS AND INDICES 

Asia Power Index 2025 

❖ India secured 3rd place in the Asia Power Index 2025 released by the Lowy 

Institute (Australia). 

❖ The Index ranked 27 countries/territories using 131 indicators across eight 

areas, such as military capability, economic capability and diplomatic influence. 

❖ India scored 40 out of 100, showing a 2% improvement and entered the “major 

power” category for the first time. 

❖ The United States ranked first with 81.7, followed by China with 73.7. 
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STATES’ NEWS 

First Integrated Financial City 
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❖ Amaravati has been designated as India’s first Integrated Financial City. 

❖ The project will house major public sector banks and financial institutions in one 

planned financial hub. 

❖ More than 15 nationalised banks and financial bodies have begun infrastructure 

construction. 

❖ The initiative also includes district-level training hubs for Quantum Valley and 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) projects to support future-ready banking. 

 

Aadhaar for Birth Proof 

 

❖ The governments of Uttar Pradesh and Maharashtra have instructed all 

departments to stop using Aadhaar as proof of birth. 

❖ Aadhaar (Unique Identification Authority of India – UIDAI ID card) is not accepted 

because it does not contain any official birth record. 

❖ The Births and Deaths Registration (Amendment) Act, 2023, requires birth 

details to be verified only through authorised government registrars. 

❖ Maharashtra has started a 16-point verification process, which checks 

documents such as hospital birth records, school admission records and 

vaccination cards. 

❖ Birth certificates issued using only Aadhaar after August 2023 will be reviewed 

again and may be cancelled. 

❖ The Supreme Court has allowed Aadhaar only as identity proof for voter lists, not 

as proof of date of birth. 
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The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Bill, 2025  

 

❖ The Assam Legislative Assembly approved the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 

(Assam Amendment) Bill, 2025. 

❖ The Bill exempts the traditional buffalo fight, locally called Moh Juj, from the 

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960. 

❖ The buffalo fights are part of the mid-January Magh Bihu festival in Assam. 

❖ The government stated that Moh Juj is a cultural tradition and helps preserve 

native buffalo breeds. 

❖ Assam’s amendment is similar to exemptions in Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, and 

Karnataka for cultural practices like Jallikattu and bullock cart racing. 

 

SPORTS NEWS 

Summer Deaflympics 2025  

❖ The 25th Summer Deaflympics 2025 was held in Tokyo, Japan. 

❖ The event was organized by the International Committee of Sports for the Deaf 

(ICSD), also called Comité International des Sports des Sourds (CISS). 

❖ Ukraine topped the medal tally with 100 medals (32 gold, 39 silvers, 29 bronze). 
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❖ India achieved its best-ever rank at 6th place with 20 medals (9 gold, 7 silvers, 4 

bronze). 

❖ Indian shooters won 16 out of 20 medals. 

❖ The medal design, themed “Spreading Our Wings”. 

❖ The next edition will be the 2027 Winter Deaflympics in Innsbruck, Austria. 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS 

Bamboo Fossil in Manipur 
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❖ Scientists from Birbal Sahni Institute of Palaeosciences (BSIP) found a 37,000-

year-old bamboo fossil in the Chirang River, Manipur. 

❖ The fossil belongs to the genus Chimonobambusa and shows thorn scars, nodes, 

and buds, features rarely preserved in bamboo fossils. 

❖ This is the earliest evidence of thorny bamboo in Asia, showing herbivore-defence 

traits existed during the Ice Age. 

❖ The discovery indicates Northeast India acted as a climate refugium while 

bamboo disappeared from regions like Europe. 
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