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s A f‘ulture-safe veterinary first-aid kit’ was introduced for livestock owners in
Thengumarahada village in the Nilgiris.

o The kit contains safer alternatives Non-Steroidal Anti-Inflammatory drugs
(NSAIDs), such as Meloxicam and traditional medicine.

% Two Indian Navy officers Lt Col Roopa, Lt Col Dilna K Won CNN-News18's Youth
Icon Award for 250-day circumnavigation aboard INSV Tarini under the Navika
Sagar Parikarma II mission.

TAMIL NADU NEWS

Pallid Harrier in Tirunelveli

+ Researchers at Bengaluru-based ATREE were alerted to data transmitted from a
small 9.5 gm transmitter connected to the back of a bird.

®

v The Pallid Harrier, geo-tagged by them, has reached its roosting ground in
Tirunelveli, all the way from Kazakhstan.

+ The Harrier Watch Project, a long-term project has monitored the six harrier
species that arrive in India in winter.

®

+ It aims to monitoring the raptors and their grassland habitats and assessing the
impact of loss of grasslands on the species.

0

+»» The birds, breeds in Central Asia, come to the Indian sub-continent in winter.

@

% The IUCN has categorised Pallid Harriers as near threatened.
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School for Traditional Folk Arts

+ Tamil Nadu government will give land to start a training school for traditional
folk-art forms at Valayangulam village in Thiruparankundram taluk, Madurai.

s CM accepted the request of Parai artiste and Padma Shri awardee R. Velmurugan
for setting up the school.

% A new postgraduate (PG) course will begin in 2026-27, and financial assistance
to the university will increase from 23 crore to %5 crore.

+ The Naan Mudhalvan’ skill development scheme will be expanded for music and
fine arts students.

% The Chief Minister gave honorary doctorates to actor Sivakumar and artist
Chandru.

Y/

+ It was given during the third convocation ceremony for the Tamil Nadu Dr. J.
Jayalalithaa Music and Fine Arts University in Chennai.

Y/

% The CM is the ex-officio Chancellor of the university.
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NATIONAL NEWS

Tex-RAMPS Scheme

+ The Union government approved the Textiles Focused Research, Assessment,
Monitoring, Planning and Start-up (Tex-RAMPS) Scheme.

+ The scheme will integrate research, data, and innovation to strengthen India’s
textile sector.

+ Tex-RAMPS aims to position India as a global leader in sustainability, technology,
and competitiveness.

% The scheme has a total outlay of 305 crore for the financial years 2025-26 to
2030-31.
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Ministry of Textiles Launches
the Tex-RAMPS Scheme

@ Research & Innovation
Smart textiles » Sustainability « Higher efficiency

©® Data & Diagnostics
Employment trends « Supply chain mapping
« India-Size study

@ Integrated Data System
Real-time analytics through the Integrated Textiles
Statistical System (ITSS)

® Capacity Development
State-level planning « Knowledge-sharing
= Sectoral events

© Start-up & Innovation
Incubators « Hackathons « Academia-industry
partnerships for high-value ventures

Indian Army’s Modernisation Roadmap

¥ INDIAN ARMY’S
&2 MODERNISATION ROADMAP

CHIEF OF ARMY STATF ANHOUNCES THREE-PHASE PLAN FOR “VIKSIT BHARAT" BY 2047

PHASE 1:2023-2032 = ) PHASE2:2033-2037 = PHASE 3: 2038-2047 -
@85 CAPABILITY DEVELOPMENT £ CONSOLIDATION OF GAINS = NEXT-GENERATION
& FORCE STRUCTURE £y TECHNORNOGY - WARFARE READINESSS
£ TECHNOLOGY Q@ maommorense
PRZ OPERATIONAL READINESS INTEGRATION

- KEY PILLARS

+ Chief of Army Staff General announced a three-phase roadmap to transform the
Indian Army into a fully integrated, future-ready force by 2047.
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% Phase 1 (till 2032) focuses on capability development, force structure, and
operational readiness; Phase 2 (till 2037) consolidates gains; Phase 3 (till 2047)
aims for next-generation warfare readiness.

72

« Four key pillars guide transformation: Self-reliance (Atma Nirbharta), Innovation
(Anusandhan), Adaptation (Anukulan), and Integration (Ekikaran).

% India’s military reforms align with the national vision of Viksit Bharat and the
Prime Minister’s 5S framework: respect, dialogue, cooperation, prosperity, and
security.

India’s Record Defense Production and Exports

India’s Defence
Budget Growth

(ZLakh Crore)

6.81

2.6x
lncreose/

2.53

2013-14 2025-26

+ India’s defence production reached a record X1.54 lakh crore in FY 2024-25.

+ Indigenous defence production was 21,27,434 crore in FY 2023-24, a 174%
increase from 346,429 crore in 2014-15.

+ Defence exports rose to 223,622 crore in FY 2024-25, up from less than
%1,000 crore in 2014.

+ Defence Public Sector Undertakings (DPSUs) contributed 77% of production, and
the private sector contributed 23%.

+ Two Defence Industrial Corridors in Uttar Pradesh and Tamil Nadu attracted
%9,145 crore investments and 289 Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs).
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+ The Government aims to achieve 3 lakhcrore in defence production and
%50,000 crore in exports by 2029.

Gaja-Lok initiative

+ The Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH) launched Gaja-
Lok: Elephant Lands and their Cultural Symbolism in Asia.

+ The initiative documents cultural, historical, ecological, and climate resilience
aspects of the Asian elephant across elephant-range countries.

+ The project aims to promote transnational recognition of elephant-related
heritage and conservation in Asia.

GAJA-LOK

A TRANSNATIONAL CULTURE-NATURE PROGRAMME
INTACH(INDIAN NATIONAL TRUST FOR ART AND
CULTURAL HERITAGE) LAUNCHES

“GAJA-LOK: ELEPHANT LANDS AND
THEIR CULTURAL SYMBOLISM IN ASIA"

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

World’s Most Populous City 2025

s Jakarta became the world’s most populous urban area in 2025 with an estimated
population of 42 million people.

+ Nine of the ten most populated cities in the world in 2025 are located in Asia.
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R/

+ Dhaka has a population of about 37 million people, while Tokyo has about 33
million people.

+ Indonesia has started shifting its administrative capital from Jakarta to
Nusantara in Borneo.

Jakarta
Dhaka
Tokyo

New Delhi
Shanghai
Guangzhou
Cairo
Manila
Kolkata
Seoul
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Michelangelo Dome Defence System

+ Italy introduced the Michelangelo Dome, an advanced multi-domain defence
system.

« It is designed to counter threats like missiles, drones, cyber-attacks, and space-
based threats.

+ The system uses artificial intelligence (Al) to detect, track, and respond to attacks.

« It integrates data from radars, satellites, naval assets, and ground systems for
better protection.

MICHELANGELO SYSTEM of SYSTEMs

A distributed “All Domain” Command&Control capability, which provides a unified, coherent strategic, operational, and
tactical decision-making, enabling multi-domain orchestration and multi-domain threat evaluation and weapon assignment.

== .
BALLISTIC
MEDIUM RANGE

HYPERSONIC HYPERSONIC
HCM HGV

MASS AIR ATTACK

Voluntary Military Scheme - France

s France will start a 10-month voluntary military service from next summer.

% France had suspended mandatory conscription in 1997.
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Denmark and Norway enforce compulsory military service for both men and
women.

Sweden reinstated conscription in 2017 for 9 to 15 months for both genders.

Belgium ended conscription in 1994 and will launch a 12-month voluntary
programme in 2026.

Germany plans a voluntary military service for 20,000 recruits by 2026.

VOLUNTARY MILITARY SERVICE
FRANCE & EUROPE

FRANCE LAUNCHES 10-MONTH EUROPEAN COMPARISON
VOLUNTARY SCHEME

ﬂ% DENMARK & NORWAY
FR AN C E COMPULSOY FOR MEN & WOMEN

4B SIWEDEN

w
10-MONTH REINTASTED 2017: 9-15 MONTHS,
VOLUNTARY BOTH GENDERS
SERVICE
*r— x
@ BELGIUM & GERMANY
9 MANDTAORY CONSCRIPTION SUSPENDED BELIGIUM  ENDED 1994
20MD IN 1997 VOLUNTARY VOLUNTARY 2026

(20,000 RECRUITS)

ECONOMY NEWS

Second NUDGE Initiative

R/
0.0

The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) launched the 2nd NUDGE (Non-
intrusive Usage of Data to Guide and Enable) initiative.

It aims to improve voluntary reporting of foreign assets.

High-risk cases were identified using Automatic Exchange of Information (AEOI)
data for FY 2024-25, where foreign assets were not reported in ITRs for AY 2025
26.

The initiative promotes accurate disclosure in Schedule Foreign Assets (FA) and
Foreign Source Income (FSI) under the Income-tax Act, 1961 and the Black
Money Act, 2015.


https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/
https://www.shankariasacademy.com/

SHANKAIR TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM
IAS ACADEMY Information is a Blessing

- Jo~  THE BEST 1AS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004 N> AShankar IAS Academy Initiative

ey
~ 2

HEOLLL o

« The first NUDGE campaign (November 2024) resulted in 24,678 taxpayers
disclosing 229,208 crore of foreign assets and 21,089.88 crore of foreign-source
income.

SECOND NUDGE INITIATIVE

CBDT LAUNCHES DATA-DRIVEN COMPLIANCE

WHAT IS NUDGE ? NUDGE 2.0 IMPACT
(FY 2024-25)
4
= 1]
=%

FIRST NUDGE CAMPAIGN
(NOV 20224)

v Identifies High-Risk Cases

using AEOI data ® 24,678 Taxpayers

29,208 of Foreign Assets

v 'fl'arg.ets U"P°tm.edITR e %29,208 Crore of Foreign
(zryelzgonzg?;Z)s LR 31,089.88 Crore in Source
Non-intrusive Usage of Data Income

to Guide.Enablle. AIMS + Promotes accurate
reporting of foreign

discolure in Schedule in COMPLY OR BE LABILE
assets. Schedule FA & FSI

e

Incore-tac Act Black Manoy Act

‘C’ Grade for India’s National Accounts Statistics

INDIA’S NATIONAL ACCOUNTS STATISTIS: IMF 'C
IMF ASSIGNS 'C' GRADE CITING METHODLOGIGAL WEAKNESSES

CONSUMER PRICE
INDEX (CP1)

KEY ISSUES IDENTIFIED IMPACT & CONTEXT

® OUTDATED BASE YEAR:

i D AFFECTS INTERERTATION:
GDP & CPI still 2011-12 b,
= Chlistilluse ase Challenges in understanding growth trends

doesn't reflect current economy).
( ) & economic health.

/2 LACK OF PPI: WPI used as deflator
alil Gue absencesf Producer Price Index.

DATA DISCREPPENCIES:
5_[_3 Between production & expendture data COMPILATION: MoSPluses
(informal sector undercovrage). UN-SNA 2008 framework

SEASONAL ADJUSTEMENT: URGENT REFORMS NEEDED FOR
N’- Quartelly GDP data lacks sufficient ACCURATE DATA REFLECTION
adjustment.
R/

+ The International Monetary Fund (IMF) gave India’s National Accounts Statistics
(NAS) a ‘C’ grade, citing methodological weaknesses.

@

+ India’s Consumer Price Index (CPI) received a ‘B’ grade.
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+ India’s GDP and CPI still use the 2011-12 base year, which does not reflect the
current economy.

+ The Wholesale Price Index (WPI) is used as a deflator due to the lack of a full
Producer Price Index (PPI).

+ Large discrepancies exist between production and expenditure data, partly due
to informal sector under coverage.

% Quarterly GDP data lacks sufficient seasonal adjustment, affecting the
interpretation of growth trends.

+ India’s NAS is compiled by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI) using the United Nations System of National Accounts
2008 (UN-SNA 2008).

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY NEWS

Food Safety Alert - Auramine O
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+ Auramine O is illegally added to foods to imitate turmeric/saffron or enhance
sweets.

+ It is a synthetic diarylmethane-based yellow dye banned for use in food in India.

s It appears as bright yellow needle-like crystals, insoluble in water but soluble in
ethanol and DMSO (Dimethyl Sulfoxide).

s It is used legally in textiles, leather, printing, microbiological staining, laboratory
reagents, paper, and ink.

% Toxicity risks include liver and kidney damage, enlarged spleen, endocrine
disruption, and mutagenic effects.

s It is classified by IARC (International Agency for Research on Cancer) as possibly
carcinogenic to humans.
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% Chronic exposure may cause long-term genetic and metabolic disorders.

Mislabelled ORS Drinks

% The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) ordered the removal of
beverages falsely labelled as Oral Rehydration Solutions (ORS).

% ORS is a medically approved drink with a precise mix of glucose and salts to treat
dehydration caused by diarrhoea or excessive sweating.

% Only WHO-approved ORS formulations with correct glucose and salt balance can
use the “ORS” label.

% Mislabelled drinks, including fruit juices and energy drinks, may worsen
dehydration, especially in children.

'ORS’
FROM MARKETS AND E-COMMERCE.

REPORTS AND INDICES

Asia Power Index 2025

+ India secured 3rd place in the Asia Power Index 2025 released by the Lowy
Institute (Australia).

+ The Index ranked 27 countries/territories using 131 indicators across eight
areas, such as military capability, economic capability and diplomatic influence.

% India scored 40 out of 100, showing a 2% improvement and entered the “major
power” category for the first time.

+ The United States ranked first with 81.7, followed by China with 73.7.
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India Overtakes Japan,

3rd in Asia Power Index
India’s score surged by 2.8 points in 2024

| Country | Powerscore2024 | Changefrom2023 |

/g
Japan | \./ )

Australia @

N

Russia /-

oo

South Korea \:’; )
Singapore \‘Q
Indonesia \.
—

Thailand e

STATES’ NEWS

First Integrated Financial City

INDIA FIRST INTEGRATED FINANCIAL CITY: AMARAVATI
PLANNED HUB FOR BANKING & FUTURE FINANCE
©l N
% @R
Y

QUANTUM VALLEY
Al TRAINING HUBS

District-level centers for Quantum and

AMARAVATI DESIGINATED

AS INDIA'S FIRST Al projects to support future banking
KEY FINANCIAL PLAYERS
G s B FeltY G B
15+ Nationalised Banks & Financial Institutions INTEGRATED FINANCIAL ECOYSTEM
began construction Major Public Sector Banks & Fis in

in one planned hub



https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/
https://www.shankariasacademy.com/

SHANKAIR GEt] TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM
IAS ACADEMY B0 Information is a Blessing

I 11
Jo~  THE BEST 1AS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004 N> AShankar IAS Academy Initiative

% Amaravati has been designated as India’s first Integrated Financial City.

% The project will house major public sector banks and financial institutions in one
planned financial hub.

% More than 15 nationalised banks and financial bodies have begun infrastructure
construction.

+ The initiative also includes district-level training hubs for Quantum Valley and
Artificial Intelligence (Al) projects to support future-ready banking.

Aadhaar for Birth Proof

Aadhaar No Longer Accepted as
Proof of Birth, \\ [SWAe e [=1d o1 0]

and Maharashtra

R/

+ The governments of Uttar Pradesh and Maharashtra have instructed all
departments to stop using Aadhaar as proof of birth.

% Aadhaar (Unique Identification Authority of India — UIDAI ID card) is not accepted
because it does not contain any official birth record.

+ The Births and Deaths Registration (Amendment) Act, 2023, requires birth
details to be verified only through authorised government registrars.

+ Maharashtra has started a 16-point verification process, which checks
documents such as hospital birth records, school admission records and
vaccination cards.

+ Birth certificates issued using only Aadhaar after August 2023 will be reviewed
again and may be cancelled.

+ The Supreme Court has allowed Aadhaar only as identity proof for voter lists, not
as proof of date of birth.
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The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Bill, 2025

Assam Assembly Passes Bill to

Exclude Buffalo Fight jigelyilW:\yliyEl

Cruelty Law

Y/

+ The Assam Legislative Assembly approved the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(Assam Amendment) Bill, 2025.

+ The Bill exempts the traditional buffalo fight, locally called Moh Juj, from the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960.

+ The buffalo fights are part of the mid-January Magh Bihu festival in Assam.

+ The government stated that Moh Juj is a cultural tradition and helps preserve
native buffalo breeds.

+ Assam’s amendment is similar to exemptions in Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, and
Karnataka for cultural practices like Jallikattu and bullock cart racing.

SPORTS NEWS

Summer Deaflympics 2025
+ The 25t Summer Deaflympics 2025 was held in Tokyo, Japan.

v The event was organized by the International Committee of Sports for the Deaf
(ICSD), also called Comité International des Sports des Sourds (CISS).

% Ukraine topped the medal tally with 100 medals (32 gold, 39 silvers, 29 bronze).
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+ India achieved its best-ever rank at 6th place with 20 medals (9 gold, 7 silvers, 4
bronze).

+ Indian shooters won 16 out of 20 medals.
+ The medal design, themed “Spreading Our Wings”.
% The next edition will be the 2027 Winter Deaflympics in Innsbruck, Austria.

2025 Summer Deaflympics medal table
Rank ¢ NDSC o Gold e Siver ¢ Bronze s Total o
1 | = Ukraine (UKR) | 32 | 39 100 |
= B3 Individual Neutral Athletes (AIN) ‘ 32 ‘ 12 ‘ 8 ‘ 52
2 . == United States (USA) - 17 . 7 ' 12 . 36
3 e Japan (JPN)* | 16 . 12 - 23 . 51
x| Bl China (CHN) 12 | w6 | 22 | =0
5 | @ South Korea (KOR) 11 13 | 19 43
6 | == India (IND) ' 9 ‘ 7 ’ 4 20
7 . = Iran (IRI) 8 10 ' 19 . 37
8 | 1 1italy(TA) & | &2 | &5 | =
9 - Em Kazakhstan (KAZ) - 8 ' 4 ' 13 ‘ 25
10 mm Germany (GER) 7 8 10 25

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS

Bamboo Fossil in Manipur

MANIPUR'S 37.000-YEAR-OLD
BAMBOO REVEALS ICE AGE
SURVIVAL SECRETS
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Scientists from Birbal Sahni Institute of Palaeosciences (BSIP) found a 37,000-
year-old bamboo fossil in the Chirang River, Manipur.

The fossil belongs to the genus Chimonobambusa and shows thorn scars, nodes,
and buds, features rarely preserved in bamboo fossils.

This is the earliest evidence of thorny bamboo in Asia, showing herbivore-defence
traits existed during the Ice Age.

The discovery indicates Northeast India acted as a climate refugium while
bamboo disappeared from regions like Europe.
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