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December – 02 

TNPSC BITS 

❖ The famous Chinar boat race 2024 was organised in J&K’s Dal Lake by the Indian 

Army. 

❖ The 6th meeting of ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement Joint Committee held 

in New Delhi. 

 

TAMIL NADU 

Milk production in 2023 – Tamilnadu  

 

❖ The state’s milk production has been consistently increasing, with a notable rise 

from 7.742 million tonnes in 2017 to 10.317 million tonnes in 2023, 

❖ Tamil Nadu’s milk production was 7.742, 8.362, 8.759 million tonnes from 2017 

to 2020. 

❖ Now it has increased to 9.790, 10.107, 10.317 million tonnes in 2021-2023, 

respectively. 

❖ The per capita availability of milk was 316 grams per day in 2019-2020.  

❖ It has increased to 369 grams in 2022-23. 

  

GCC Next Summit 2024 

❖ The Global Capability Centres (GCCs) Next Summit was held in Chennai. 

❖ It was organised by Guidance Tamil Nadu and Kreateworks. 
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❖ Out of the 1,800 GCCs in India, nearly 300 are in Tamil Nadu. 

❖ The state host about 10% of India’s GCCs. 

❖ But the state is yet to excel in terms of Global Capability Centres (GCCs). 

 

 

Snakebite data in Tamil Nadu 

❖ Snakebite is the “poor man’s disease” disproportionately affecting the country’s 

most vulnerable populations. 

❖ Common krait, Indian cobra, Russell’s viper, and saw-scaled viper are collectively 

known as the “big four.”  

❖ These snakes are responsible for approximately 90% of snakebite cases in India. 

❖ Under the new regulation, all hospitals — public and private — are now required 

to report snakebite cases to the State health authorities. 

❖ Till June this year, 7,300 snakebite cases were reported in Tamil Nadu and 13 

people have died.  

❖ The number was 19,795 cases with 43 deaths last year and 15,120 cases with 

17 deaths in 2022. 

❖ A study based on the Million Death Study (2001–2014) estimated that nearly 

58,000 people die from snakebites each year — much higher than official figures 

reported by hospitals. 
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❖ Karnataka became the first State to declare snakebites a notifiable disease earlier 

this year 

❖ Tamil Nadu also declared snakebite envenoming a notifiable disease under the 

Tamil Nadu Public Health Act of 1939. 

❖ The Indian government introduced the National Action Plan for Prevention and 

Control of Snakebite Envenoming (NAPSE). 

❖ Already WHO has launched a global strategy to control snakebite-induced deaths 

and disabilities.  

❖ The national action plan aims to halve snakebite deaths by 2030 through a One 

Health approach. 

 

 

NATIONAL 

National Landslide Risk Mitigation project 

 

❖ The Centre has approved the National Landslide Risk Mitigation project in 15 

States at a total cost of Rs. 1000 crore.  

❖ The committee has approved Rs. 139 crores for Uttarakhand, Rs. 139 crores for 

Himachal Pradesh, Rs.378 crore for eight North East States, Rs.100 crore for 
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Maharashtra, Rs.72 crore Karnataka, Rs. 72 crores for Kerala, Rs.50 crore for 

Tamil Nadu and Rs.50 crore for West Bengal. 

❖ It also approved Rs.1115.67 crore for disaster mitigation and capacity building 

projects for various states. 

 

SC on Preamble 

❖ The Supreme Court upheld the insertion of the words ‘socialist’ and ‘secular’ in 

the Preamble of the founding document. 

❖ These words are inserted through the Constitution (Forty-Second Amendment) 

Act, 1976 (42nd Amendment) by Parliament during the Emergency period. 

❖ 42nd Amendment is often referred to as a ‘mini-constitution’. 

❖ It is because of the sheer number of changes introduced, also this Amendment 

greatly expanded the powers of the Centre. 

❖ In July 2020, a Supreme Court advocate by the name of Dr. Balram Singh filed 

a petition challenging the inclusion of the words ‘socialist’ and ‘secular’ in the 

Preamble of the Constitution. 

 

 

National Mission on Natural Farming 

❖ The Union Cabinet approved the launching of the National Mission on Natural 

Farming (NMNF) as a standalone Centrally Sponsored Scheme. 
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❖ The scheme has a total outlay of Rs.2481 crore (Government of India share – 

Rs.1584 crore; State share – Rs.897 crore) till the 15th Finance Commission 

(2025-26). 

❖ NMNF aims at promoting NF practices for providing safe & nutritious food for all.  

❖ The Mission is designed to support farmers to reduce input cost of cultivation 

and dependency to externally purchased inputs. 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL 

Changes in Tilt of Earth’s Axis 

❖ The Earth has tilted 31.5 inches east in just 17 years. 

❖ The redistribution of groundwater has the largest impact on the drift of the 

rotational pole. 

❖ It also has contributed to a sea level rise of about 0.24 inches and altered the 

distribution of Earth's mass 
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❖ Between 1993 and 2010, scientists estimate 2,150 gigatons of groundwater were 

pumped and shifted globally. 

❖ Earth tilt is the angle between the planet's rotational axis and its orbital axis. 

 

 

Operation Tamarisk 

 

❖ It was a Cold War-era operation. 

❖ Operation Tamarisk involved agents from the U.S., U.K., and France. 
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❖ They got many evidences from garbage left behind by Soviet troops stationed in 

East Germany. 

❖ Discarded items included food scraps, letters, military documents, and even used 

toilet paper. 

❖ Intelligence agents found sensitive information scattered among trash heaps. 

❖ In some cases, agents retrieved items from hospital waste bins, where discarded 

limbs provided clues about the types of shrapnel and injuries Soviet soldiers 

suffered, particularly from their involvement in the war in Afghanistan. 

❖ In 1948, the U.S. pilot Gail Halvorsen dropped candy from his plane for children 

in Berlin during the Berlin Airlift, earning the nickname “The Candy Bomber”. 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

Rare Imperial Eagle in Kerala 

❖ The Birdwatchers have spotted the rare eagle, scientifically known as Aquila 

heliaca, from the kole fields. 

❖ The Imperial Eagle was last reported in Kannur in 2003. 

❖ It breeds in southeastern Europe, and west and central Asia.  

❖ During the winter season, they migrate to regions in northeastern Africa, the 

West Asia, and parts of southeast Asia.  

❖ IUCN lists the Imperial Eagle as a species with a potential risk of extinction. 

 

 

Education for Climate Action’ report 

❖ The World Bank Group recently released the ‘Choosing Our Future: Education 

for Climate Action’ report. 
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❖ The Climate change induced heat and extreme weather events are significantly 

disrupting learning and emphasizes that education system can empower, equip, 

and skill young people for climate mitigation and adaptation.  

❖ The Countries lost on average 11 days of instruction per year in affected schools 

due to climate-related school closures. 

❖ The Climate change awareness is still at only about 65% in low- and middle-

income countries. 

❖ The Global green transitions would require skilled workers for an estimated 100 

million new jobs. 

 

 

REPORTS AND INDICES 

Access To Medicine Foundation 2024 Index Report 

 

❖ It is evaluating 20 leading pharmaceutical companies on their efforts to expand 

access to their products in low- and middle-income countries (LMIC). 
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❖ Overall industry performance has declined since the 2022 Index. 

❖ 61 per cent of the products assessed still lacking access strategies for low-income 

countries, compared with 65 per cent in the 2022 Index. 

❖ Only 43 per cent of clinical trials take place in the 113 LMICs. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 

India’s busiest airport 2024 

 

❖ In the financial year of 2024, the Indira Gandhi international airport, serving the 

national capital region of Delhi, handled more than 73.67million passengers. 

❖ The Kempegowda International Airport (KIA) in Bengaluru has emerged as India’s 

third-busiest airport for international passenger traffic after Mumbai. 

❖ It surpasses Chennai and Kochi in October 2024. 

❖ In domestic passenger traffic, Bengaluru remains third after Delhi and Mumbai. 

 

New Pterosaur Species - Japan 

❖ The first pterosaur specimen was found in Japan derives from the Yezo Group in 

Hokkaido. 

❖ The newly-identified species was a member of Quetzalcoatlinae, a subfamily of 

the pterosaur family Azhdarchidae. 

❖ Pterosaurs were highly successful flying reptiles that lived between 210 and 65 

million years ago. 
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❖ They were the Earth’s first flying vertebrates, with birds and bats making their 

appearances much later. 
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