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December – 30 

TNPSC BITS 

❖ NITI Aayog, in partnership with the International Development Research Centre 

(IDRC) and the Global Development Network (GDN), published a report, 'A Green 

and Sustainable Growth Agenda for the Global Economy'. 

❖ Crompton Greaves Consumer Electricals Ltd. (CGCEL), has been conferred with 

the prestigious National Energy Conservation Award 2023. 

o It is awarded in the category of the Most Energy Efficient Appliance of the 

Year 2023 for its storage water heater. 

❖ The Government of India has unveiled a video that captures ten extraordinary 

moments when India left an indelible mark on the global stage in 2023. 

o It includes Chandrayaan 3’s Historic Landing, Digital Payments Leadership 

and World’s Largest Office Building at Surat. 

❖ The 8th edition of Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS) Conclave of Chiefs 

(CoC) was conducted by Royal Thai Navy at Bangkok, Thailand. 

❖ On December 25, Former Indian Prime Minister Atal Vihari Vajpayee’s birthday 

is observed as "Good Governance Day" since 2014. 

❖ The Veer Bal Diwas is observed in December 26 to commemorate the sacrifice of 

the two youngest sons of the 10th Guru, Guru Gobind Singh, in 1705. 

 

NATIONAL 

Tax devolution to States 2023 

 

❖ The Centre had released ₹72,961.21 crore as tax devolution to States. 
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❖ The largest share has gone to Uttar Pradesh at ₹13,088.51 crore, followed by 

Bihar at ₹7,338.44 crore. 

❖ Madhya Pradesh got ₹5,727.44 crore and it was followed by West Bengal at 

₹5,488.88 crore; Maharashtra at ₹4,608.96 crore; Rajasthan at ₹4,396.64 crore 

and Odisha at ₹3303.69 crore. 

❖ The remaining States’ share has been lower than ₹3,000 crore and ranged from 

₹281.63 crore (Goa) — ₹2,976.10 crore (Tamil Nadu). 

 

RAMP program 

 

❖ Union MSME Ministry launches 3 sub-schemes under RAMP (Raising and 

Accelerating MSME Productivity) programme. 

❖ The initiatives include 

o MSME Green Investment and Financing for Transformation Scheme (MSE 

GIFT Scheme),  

o MSE Scheme for Promotion and Investment in Circular Economy (MSE SPICE 

Scheme) and 

o MSE Scheme on Online Dispute Resolution for Delayed Payments. 
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❖ The key objectives of RAMP are to accelerate centre-state collaboration in MSME 

promotion and development, enhance the effectiveness of existing schemes of the 

MSME Ministry. 

 

Election Commission’s Guidelines 

 

❖ The Election Commission of India (ECI) has asked the political parties to avoid 

the usage of derogatory language in political discourse against Persons with 

Disabilities. 

❖ In a bid to promote the principle of accessibility and inclusivity in politics, the 

Election Commission today issued guidelines. 

❖ The commission has asked political parties to strictly avoid comments related to 

disabilities that perpetuate stereotypes and prejudices.  

❖ Usage of derogatory language in public statements, speech, articles, and 

campaign outreach material is also barred as per the guidelines. 

❖ Any usage of such language, terminology, context, mockery, derogatory 

references or insult to PwDs ... may attract provisions of Section 92 of the Rights 

of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016. 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

Fossil Fuel Usage in Food Production 

❖ Food production currently accounts for an estimated 15 per cent of global fossil 

fuel usage annually. 

❖ It is equivalent to 4.6 gigatonnes of carbon dioxide. 
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❖ This food production drives emissions on par with the combined emissions of all 

European Union countries and Russia. 

❖ The global food demand is expected to increase by 35-56 per cent by 2050, with 

a corresponding rise in fossil fuel usage. 

❖ This is the first time that researchers have estimated global fossil fuel usage 

across the entire food supply chain, from farm to plate. 

 

 

World's smallest fanged frog 

 

❖ Biologists have discovered a new species of the terrestrially-nesting fanged frog 

genus Limnonectes living on Sulawesi Island, Indonesia.  

❖ The species has the smallest adult body size among all Limnonectes frogs from 

the island. 
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❖ It has a maximum snout-vent length of about 3 cm (1.2 inches). 

 

REPORTS AND INDICES 

Coking coal import 2023 

❖ India’s coking coal imports are at a five-year high for the April-November period 

(11 months) of this fiscal at 38.14 million tonnes (mt). 

❖ Imports were slightly higher on a Y-o-Y basis with nearly 38.12 mt of shipments 

coming in for the comparative period last year.  

❖ Australia continues to be dominant supplier, accounting for 60 per cent of the 

shipments. 

❖ Russia is the third largest supplier replacing countries such as Canada and 

Mozambique.  

 

 

STATES 

Solar Park scheme 

❖ Two states – Rajasthan and Andhra Pradesh – have deployed higher capacities 

through the solar park scheme. 

❖ The Scheme for “Development of Solar Parks and Ultra Mega Solar Power 

Projects” was rolled out in December 2014 with an aggregate capacity of 20,000 

MW.  

https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/
https://www.shankariasacademy.com/


•   
•    
 

 
 

❖ Further, the capacity of the Solar Park Scheme was enhanced to 40,000 MW in 

March 2017 to set up at least 50 Solar Parks.  

❖ The timeline of the scheme is up to 2023-24. 

❖ Of the 10,401 MW capacity, Rajasthan has so far commissioned 3065 MW of 

capacity, while Andhra Pradesh has commissioned 3050 MW. 

❖ Karnataka and Madhya Pradesh have commissioned 2000 MW and 1000 MW 

capacity respectively. 

 

 

PERSONALITIES, AWARDS, AND EVENTS 

UNESCO Asia-Pacific Awards 2023 

❖ Six heritage projects from India have secured prestigious spots among the 

UNESCO Asia-Pacific Awards for Cultural Heritage Conservation. 

❖ The Rambagh Gate in Amritsar received the Award of Excellence. 

❖ The Church of Epiphany in Gurugram, Haryana, David Sassoon Library and 

Reading Room in Mumbai, India; and Bikaner House in New Delhi earned the 

Award of Merit. 

❖ The Karnikara Mandapam at Kunnamangalam Bhagawati Temple in Kerala and 

Pipal Haveli of Gurdaspur district in Punjab, was honoured for its sustainable 

development. 
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❖ Among the 12 recognised sites, five are from China, six from India, and one from 

Nepal. 

❖ The jury evaluated a total of 48 projects from 8 countries and selected 12 for this 

prestigious honour. 

 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 

National Consumer Rights Day 2023 - December 24 

 

❖ In 1986, the Consumer Protection Act was passed and received the assent of the 

President on December 24. 
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❖ Since then, this National Day is celebrated on this day to commemorate the 

occasion. 

❖ The Consumer Protection Act acts to protect consumers from defective goods, 

negligent services, and unfair trade practices. 

❖ The six fundamental rights of the Consumer Protection Act are Right to safety, 

right to choose, Right to be informed, Right to be heard, Right to seek redressal 

and Right to consumer education. 

❖ The World Consumer Rights Day is celebrated every year on March 15. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Loneliness impact on health 

 

❖ Loneliness has been declared as a pressing global health threat with a mortality 

effect equivalent to smoking 15 cigarettes a day. 

❖ According to the WHO, in older adults, loneliness is associated with a 50% 

increased risk of developing dementia and a 30% increased risk of coronary artery 

disease or stroke.  

❖ Additionally, between 5% and 15% of adolescents are lonely, according to the 

research findings.  
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