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Smriti Mandhana has become the second India player and fourth player to go
past 10,000 runs in women's internationals.

The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has approved the appointment of
Rakesh Agarwal, an IPS officer, as the Interim Director General of the National
Investigation Agency (NIA).

Israel has announced that US President Donald Trump will be conferred Israel’s
highest civilian honour, the Israel Prize for Peace, following high-level bilateral
talks in Florida.

The Researchers at the National University of Defence Technology (NUDT), China,
accelerated a maglev (magnetic levitation) test vehicle to 700 km/h in just two
seconds.

o The record-setting maglev is described as the fastest superconducting electric
maglev system in the world so far.

NATIONAL NEWS

Passenger Assistance Control Room (PACR)
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Passenger Assistance Control Room (PACR): 24x7 Air Travel Help
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The Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) has established a 24x7 Passenger
Assistance Control Room (PACR) for aviation passengers.

PACR ensures quick and timely resolution of passenger grievances related to
flights, airports, and airlines.
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+ The control room is fully integrated with AirSewa, the national online passenger
grievance platform.
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Issues such as flight delays, cancellations, refunds, and baggage problems are
addressed as per the Passenger Charter.
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Since December 2025, PACR has successfully resolved over 13,000 complaints
and managed 500+ passenger call interventions.

Common Anti-Terrorism Squad Structure

+ The National Investigation Agency (NIA) highlighted the need for a uniform Anti-
Terrorism Squad (ATS) structure across India at the Anti-Terrorism Conference-

2025.

% NIA has prepared a common ATS framework and shared it with state police forces
to improve coordination.

An Updated Crime Manual, Organised Crime Network Database, and Lost and
Recovered Weapon Database were also launched by NIA.

+ The uniform ATS system aims to ensure standard procedures, faster response,
and better investigation across all states.

+ The initiative addresses modern terrorism, which is becoming technology-driven
and trans-regional, using tools like artificial intelligence (Al) and digital

transactions.
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National Frequency Allocation Plan 2025

+ Department of Telecommunications (DoT) under the Ministry of Communications
has released the National Frequency Allocation Plan 2025.
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« It will assist the management and allocation of radio-frequency spectrum in
India.

« It aims to ensure that India’s spectrum management remains ‘responsive, high-
capacity, and harmonised with global standards.

« It will cover the allocation of radio-frequency spectrum to various radio-
communication services from 8.3 kHz to 3000 GHz.

< The NFAP also includes the allocation of Ka, Q, and V bands for satellite-based
services that are crucial for high-throughput Geo-Stationary Orbit (GSO)
satellites and large non-GSO satellite constellations (LEO/MEO).

Department of Telecommunications
Releases National Frequency
Allncutinn Plan 2025

Shipbuilding Financial Assistance Scheme Guidelines 2025

+ The Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways (MoPSW) notified guidelines for
the Shipbuilding Financial Assistance Scheme (SBFAS) and the Shipbuilding
Development Scheme (SbDS).

+ The two schemes have a combined outlay of ¥44,700 crore to strengthen India’s
domestic shipbuilding capacity and global competitiveness.

+ Under SBFAS, financial assistance of 15%-25% per vessel will be given, based on
vessel type, with a total corpus of 324,736 crore.

+ SBFAS also introduces a Shipbreaking Credit Note, offering 40% of scrap value
to ship owners scrapping vessels in Indian yards.
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+ The SbDS, with an outlay of X19,989 crore, focuses on modernising shipyards,
greenfield shipbuilding clusters, and maritime research infrastructure.
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Both schemes will remain valid till 31 March 2036, with an in-principle extension
planned up to 2047.

The Government of India has notified the operational
guidelines for two landmark initiatives
Shipbuilding Financial Assistance Scheme (SBFAS)
and Shipbuilding Development Scheme (SbDS) with
a combined outlay of 44,700 crore to transform India
into a global shipbuilding hub

ECONOMY NEWS

India’s Economy Growth

+ India became the world’s fourth-largest economy in 2025, overtaking Japan, with
a Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of $4.18 trillion.

% Official projections indicate India will surpass Germany and become the third-
largest economy by 2030, reaching an estimated GDP of $7.3 trillion.

% Real GDP growth reached 8.2% in the second quarter of FY 2025-26, marking a
six-quarter high, supported by strong industrial output and services sector
expansion.

+ Domestic demand, especially private consumption, has remained a key driver of
growth, aided by declining unemployment and stable financial conditions.

% Policy reforms, including Income Tax and Goods and Services Tax (GST)
rationalisation, supportive monetary conditions, and government capital
expenditure, have strengthened economic momentum.

% India aims to achieve high middle-income status by 2047, with a favourable
macroeconomic environment described as a “goldilocks period” of high growth
and low inflation.
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World’s Top 10 Economies

cHINA (5 $19.23 trillion
GERMANY S $4.74 trillion

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY NEWS

YJ-20 hypersonic anti-ship missile

% China unveiled the YJ-20 hypersonic anti-ship missile, which was launched from
a Type 055 large destroyer.

* YJ-20 is also called Eagle Strike-20.

+ The missile is designed to attack high-value naval assets like aircraft carriers at

long ranges.
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Legionnaires' disease
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A Legionnaires’ disease outbreak has prompted a health alert in Australia.

It is a severe form of pneumonia caused by breathing in water droplets
contaminated with Legionella bacteria.

It does not spread from person to person.

The disease was named after a 1976 outbreak at an American Legion convention
in the United States.

ENVIRONMENT NEWS

India’s Rare Earth Reserves vs Production Gap
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India ranks 3rd globally in rare earth reserves with about 6.9 million tonnes of
Rare Earth Oxide (REO).

India holds nearly 6-7% of global rare earth reserves, but contributes less than
1% of global production.

In 2024, India produced only 2,900 tonnes, ranking 7th in the world in rare earth
production.

Most Indian reserves are in monazite-rich coastal sands, which also contain
thorium (a radioactive element).

Mining is regulated strictly due to radioactivity and was mainly handled by Indian
Rare Earths Limited (IREL) earlier.
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+ India has very limited processing and refining facilities, which slows down large-
scale production.

India has the
Third-Largest
Rare Earth

f Reserves

Top 7 Countries, by estimated
rare earthreserves in 2024
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Reserves (in million tonnes)
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2,900 13,000 2,500 300

Production (in tonnes)

Brazil
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China
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Kanger Valley National Park
KANGER VALLEY NATIONAL PARK: TOWARDS UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE STATUS

ol AREA: ~200 SQ KM
CHHATTISGARH GOVT. in Eastern Ghats-Central
INTENSIFIED EFFORTS Indian highlands.

FOR UNESCO WORLD .
HERITAGE LIST. 4 |
Kanger Valley TIRH
National Park i ‘ LIMESTONE CAVES
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a > J e
POTENTIAL: IST SITE PROTEGTED FUHEST AREA DENSE FORESTS  RICH BIODIVERSITY
FROM CHHATTISGARH TO near Jagdalpur, Bastar Known for its unique natural,
RECEIVE UNESCO STATUS. district, Chhattisgarh. features and diverse ecosystém.

% Kanger Valley National Park is a protected forest area located near Jagdalpur in
the Bastar district of Chhattisgarh.

+ The Chhattisgarh government has intensified efforts to include the park in the
UNESCO World Heritage List.

% Once approved, it will become the first site from Chhattisgarh to receive UNESCO
World Heritage status.
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an area of about 200 square kilometres and lies in the Eastern

Ghats—Central Indian highlands region.

s It is well known for the Tirathgarh Waterfall, limestone caves, dense forests, and

rich biodiversity.

NCB Report 2025

REPORTS AND INDICES
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NCB Report 2025: Carbon Uptake by Concrete

GCCA India - National Council for Cement and Building Materials (NCB) Joint Study
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Released on 63 Foundation Day of NCB, 26 December 2025

CARBONATION PROCESS:
Concrete absorbs atrnosgheric CO, over its lifecycle,
acting as a passive carbon sink, especially under

Indian climatic & construction conditions.
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Develop more
accurate models to
better account for
carbon uptake in
national inventories

IMPROVE
DATA QUALITY
Enhance robustness
of data collection
on concrete usage
and exposure

Recognizing concrete’s role in

construction in India

+ The Global Cement and Concrete Association (GCCA) India — National Council for

Cement and Building Materials (NCB) released the “Carbon Uptake by Concrete”
report during the 63rd Foundation Day of NCB on 26 December 2025.

« The report assesses carbon dioxide (CO.) absorption by concrete through

carbonation under Indian climatic and construction conditions.
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v The report states that the cement sector contributes nearly 7% of total

anthropogenic CO: emissions and is classified as a hard-to-abate industry.

R/

account for carbon uptake by concrete.

STATES’ NEWS

Zero FIR

+ It recommends improving data quality and refining estimation methods to better

% A 19-year-old migrant worker, Juyel Rana, from Suti in Murshidabad district,

West Bengal, was killed in Sambalpur, Odisha.
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the crime occurred in another state.

The West Bengal Police registered a Zero FIR at Suti police station, even though
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+ Zero FIR allows an FIR to be filed at any police station, regardless of the place of
crime, and is first given the serial number “0”.

«» After registration, the Zero FIR is transferred to the concerned police station in
Odisha for further investigation.

+ This provision helps in fast police action and avoids delay due to jurisdiction

limits.
ZERO FIR: FILE ANYWHERE, INVESTIGATE EVERYWHERE

1. CRIME OCCURS & REPORTING 2. ZERO FIR REGISTRATION 3. INVESTIGATION &
(e.g., Odisha, reported in West Bengal) & TRANSFER JURISDICTION
= - 0HE »DHHH
CRIME < WEST BENGAL CONCERNED POLICE STATION
L&%ﬂg" (l;g:;lgg Registered at any station, (Odisha)
given ‘0’ serial number. Transferred to appropriate
NO JURISDICTION LIMIT. station for further investigation.

4( £(@) FAST POLICE ACTION AVOIDS JURISDICTION DELAY ]7

PERSONALITIES, AWARDS, AND EVENTS
Former Bangladesh PM - Khaleda Zia

BC/Business Connect

BREAKING

NEWS:

Former Bangladesh PM
Khaleda Zia Reportedly
Passes Away

+ Bangladesh's former Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia, passed away recently.
% Zia is the first female prime minister of Bangladesh and held three-time as prime
minister.

s In 1991, she went on to introduce the parliamentary form of government and the
caretaker government system in Bangladesh to oversee a free and fair election.
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MISCELLANEOUS NEWS

Batadrava Than
+ The Batadrava Than Redevelopment Project was inaugurated recently

% Batadrava Than is one of the most important religious sites in Assam and holds
deep cultural value as the birthplace of Shankaradeva.

« Sankardeva (1449-1568) was a renowned reformer, poet, and social thinker.

+ He founded the first-ever Kirtan Ghar (Sattra) to preach and propagate ‘Ek Saran
Naam Dharma’ (the neo-Vaishnavite faith).

+ He rescued the people of Assam from regressive medieval practices like human
sacrifice.

< He created a classical dance form known as both the Sankari dance and the
Satriya dance.

Y/

+ The Sangeet Natak Akademi of India recognised it as a classical dance form in
2000.

Batadrava Cultural Project set
for inauguration on 29 Dec 2025

Rohtasgarh Fort

+ Rohtasgarh Fort, also called Rohtas Fort, is located on the banks of the Sone
River in Bihar.

% It is one of the largest forts in India and the world, spread over about 26 miles.

+ The fort is situated on a hill around 1500 metres high with massive defensive
walls.

+ It was built by Raja Harishchandra of the Solar dynasty and named after his son
Rohitashva.
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