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TNPSC BITS 

 Home Minister Amit Shah laid foundation stone of CRPF Headquarters in New 

Delhi. 

o He also launched a new logo “Garud” for those engaged in providing 

security to the common man and VIPs in that occasion. 

 Telecom Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad launched Central Equipment Identity 

Register System to facilitate blocking and tracing of stolen/lost mobile phones 

in New Delhi. 

 

NATIONAL 

Swachh Survekshan League 2020 

 The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs on December 31, 2019, released 

Swachh Survekshan League in New Delhi. 

 It is a cleanliness survey that helps in competitive federalism. 

 In the category of 10 lakh plus population, Indore secured first place. 

 Indore has remained in first place for the last three years (2017, 2018, 2019).  

 Following Indore, Bhopal and Surat are in second and third places respectively.  

 In the category of population between one lakh and 10 lakhs, Jamshedpur was 

in 1st spot following New Delhi and Khargone. 
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INTERNATIONAL 

Avangard hypersonic missile system 

 Russia’s military deployed a new intercontinental weapon, the Avangard 

hypersonic missile system. 

 It can fly 27 times the speed of sound (as fast as Mach 20). 

 This will be the Russian military’s first Avangard hypersonic intercontinental 

ballistic missile (ICBM). 

 This system is previously referred to as Project 4202. 
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ECONOMY 

E - auction platform – eBkray 

 Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has launched an e-auction platform 

‘eBkray’.  

 The platform will enable online auction of attached assets by banks.  

 Indian Banks Auctions Mortgaged Properties Information (IBAPI) portal is an 

initiative of Indian Banks Association under Ministry of Finance. 

 It was launched to provide a platform to give details of mortgaged properties to 

be auctioned in online by Banks, starting with PSBs. 

 Currently, 21 banks are onboard on this portal. 

 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

Astronaut Christina Koch 

 NASA (National Aeronautics and Space Administration) Astronaut Christina Koch 

of USA has created a record for longest single spaceflight by a woman. 

 She broke the record set in 2016-2017, by Peggy Whitson, a former space station 

commander after surpassing 288 days. 

 She is onboarding the International Space Station (ISS) since 14 March 2019.  

 She would have spent over 300 days in space by the time she arrives back on 

Earth in February 2020. 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

State of Forests Report, 2019 

 Union Environment Forest and Climate Change Minister Prakash Javadekar has 

released State of Forests Report, 2019 (ISFR). 

 It is released every two years since 2003. 

 It has been prepared by Forest Survey of India (FSI), Dehradun. 

 It assesses the forest and tree cover, bamboo resources, carbon stock and forest 

fires. 

 According to this report, the forest area in the country has increased by 5,188 

square km in the last two years. 
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 But however, the gain in forest cover is outside forestland. 

 Only there is a gain of 301 sq km of dense forest on forestland since 2017. 

 There is a loss of 2,145 sq km of dense forests that have become non-forests in 

those two years. 

 Dense forests are defined by canopy cover: over 70% is considered very dense 

and 40-70% medium dense. 

 Unlike natural forests, commercial plantations grow rapidly and show up as 

dense cover in satellite images.  

 The 2019 assessment has for the first time also assessed biodiversity of plant 

species in forests. 

 Karnataka is the top state measured in terms of richness of tree species with 325 

species, followed by Tamil Nadu (252 species), Andhra Pradesh (242 species), 

Kerala (238 species) and Odisha (192 species). 

 Arunachal Pradesh is the top state for plant species richness with 737 species, 

followed by Tamil Nadu (652 species), Karnataka (505 species), Jammu and 

Kashmir (478 species) and Kerala (477 species). 

key findings of the ISFR 2019 

 The total Forest and Tree cover of the country is 8,07,276 sq km which is 24.56% 

of the geographical area of the country. 

 It is short of the National Forest Policy, 1988, which envisages 33% to be under 

such cover. 

 The total forest cover of the country is 7,12,249 sq km which is 21.67% of the 

geographical area of the country.  

 The tree cover of the country is estimated as 95,027 sq km which is 2.89% of the 

geographical area. 

 There is an increase of 42.6 million tonnes in the carbon stock of the country. 

 According to the report, 7124 million tonnes of carbon stock has been recorded 

in the country. 

 Mangrove cover in the country has increased by 54 sq km (1.10%). 

 It has increased in Gujarat (37 Sq.Km), Maharashtra and Odisha.  

 The total mangrove area is recorded to be 4975 square kilometers. 

 West Bengal accounts for 42.45%, followed by Gujarat (23.66%) and Andaman & 

Nicobar Islands (12.39%). 

 Total bamboo bearing area of the country is estimated as 1,60,037 sq km.  

 There is an increase of 3,229 sq km in bamboo bearing area. 

 This has happened because bamboo was reclassified as grass.  
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 It could be cut and then replanted. 

 Soil Organic Carbon (SOC) represents the largest pool of carbon stock in forests, 

which has been estimated 4,004 million tonnes.  

 The SOC contributes 56% to the total forest carbon stock of the country. 

States data 

 The top five States in terms of increase in forest cover are Karnataka (1,025 sq 

km), Andhra Pradesh (990 sq km), Kerala (823 sq km), Jammu & Kashmir (371 

sq km) and Himachal Pradesh (334 sq km). 

 There was a sharpest decline in Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur and Mizoram. 

 Total forest cover in the North Eastern region is 1,70,541 sq km, which is 65.05% 

of its geographical area. 

 Except Assam and Tripura, all the States in the region show decrease in forest 

cover (765 sq km - 0.45 per cent). 

 The loss in the North East is attributed primarily due to the traditional farming 

practice of Shifting Cultivation (Jhum cultivation). 

 There are 62,466 wetlands covering 3.83% of the area. 

 Amongst the States, Gujarat has largest area of wetlands within the country 

followed by West Bengal. 

 Dependence of fuelwood on forests is highest in the State of Maharashtra, 

followed by Odisha and Rajasthan.  

 For fodder, small timber and bamboo, dependence is highest in Madhya Pradesh. 

Tamilnadu 

 Tamil Nadu increased its total green cover by 83.02sqkm 

 The state’s overall green cover currently stands at 20% of its geographical area 

(Target is 33). 

 The area under mangrove forest cover in Tamil Nadu has shrunk by four sq km 

 Tamil Nadu’s mangrove cover is estimated to be close to 45sqkm. 

Forest cover 

 In terms of forest cover as percentage of total geographical area, the top five states 

include Mizoram (85.41%), Arunachal Pradesh (79.63%), Meghalaya (76.33%), 

Manipur (75.46%) and Nagaland (75.31%). 
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Rank Top Forest Cover 
Area wise largest forest 

covers 

Mangrove Coverage 

Increase 

1 Karnataka (1025 sq km) Madhya Pradesh  Gujarat- 37sq KM 

2 
Andhra Pradesh (990 sq 
km) 

Arunachal Pradesh 
Maharashtra- 16 sq 
KM 

3 Kerala (823 sq km0 Chhattisgarh Odisha - 837sq KM 

4  Odisha  

5  Maharashtra  
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