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January – 19 

TNPSC BITS 

❖ Tamil Nadu Chief Minister inaugurated a ‘mani mandapam’ built in memory of 

Immanuel Sekaran in Paramakudi, Ramanathapuram. 

❖ The CSIR–National Institute of Science Communication and Policy Research 

(CSIR–NIScPR) marked its 5th Foundation Day in January 2026. 

❖ India is hosting the 28th Conference of Speakers and Presiding Officers of the 

Commonwealth (CSPOC) in New Delhi. 

o CSPOC was established in 1969 and includes Speakers and Presiding Officers 

from 53 Commonwealth countries. 

❖ India observed the 10th Defence Forces Veterans’ Day nationwide on 14 January 

2026 to honour the service and sacrifice of ex-servicemen. 

o The day commemorates the retirement of Field Marshal K. M. Cariappa on 14 

January 1953. 

 

TAMIL NADU NEWS 

Kondagai Inland Lake Climate Study  

 

❖ A scientific study revealed a 4,500-year climate record from Kondagai inland lake 

in Sivaganga district, Tamil Nadu. 

❖ The study was conducted by the Birbal Sahni Institute of Palaeo sciences (BSIP) 

under the Department of Science and Technology (DST). 

❖ Researchers analysed lake sediments to reconstruct past monsoon patterns, 

rainfall, vegetation, and flood events. 

https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/
https://www.shankariasacademy.com/


•   
•    
 

Page 2 of 13 
 

 
 

❖ The findings identified major climatic phases like the 4.2 kilo-annum (ka) arid 

event and the 3.2 ka dry phase. 

❖ The study supports water management, disaster risk planning, and lake 

conservation in Tamil Nadu. 

 

Ethylene Glycol issue 

❖ Tamil Nadu’s Directorate of Drugs Control has issued a public notice warning 

against the purchase, sale and consumption of a specific batch of Almont-Kid 

Syrup. 

❖ This move followed laboratory reports of adulteration with Ethylene glycol, a toxic 

substance. 

❖ Ethylene glycol is a colourless, odourless and relatively non-volatile liquid. 

❖ Adulteration with ethylene glycol is highly dangerous, as this chemical is toxic 

and can cause severe poisoning, including kidney failure and death.  

❖ It has a low freezing and high boiling point and is a commonly used ingredient in 

antifreeze and de-icing solutions. 

 

 

Social Justice Monitoring Committee  

❖ The Tamil Nadu government extended the tenure of the Social Justice Monitoring 

Committee by two more years. 
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❖ The committee monitors the implementation of affirmative action (reservation) in 

education and employment. 

❖ It was originally constituted in December 2021. 

❖ The committee received its first extension in November 2023 and a second 

extension in January 2026. 

❖ It is headed by Suba Veerapandian, and members include Swaminathan 

Devadoss, Manushyaputhiran, Shanthi Ravindranath, and K. Karunanidhi. 

 

 

NATIONAL NEWS 

151st Foundation Day of IMD 

 

❖ India marked the 151st Foundation Day of the India Meteorological Department 

(IMD) on 15 January 2026. 

❖ It deployed 200 Automatic Weather Stations (AWS) in major cities. 

❖ Automatic Weather Stations (AWS) automatically record and transmit weather 

data with high accuracy and frequency. 
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❖ The new AWS were deployed in Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, and Pune to improve 

urban and hyper-local weather forecasting. 

❖ IMD works under the Ministry of Earth Sciences and is India’s main agency for 

weather forecasting and seismology. 

❖ Its forecast accuracy has improved significantly in recent years, strengthening 

disaster preparedness and early warning systems. 

 

5th Foundation Day - CSIR–NIScPR  

❖ The CSIR–National Institute of Science Communication and Policy Research 

(CSIR–NIScPR) marked its 5th Foundation Day in January 2026. 

❖ CSIR–NIScPR works in science communication, policy research, and validation of 

traditional knowledge. 

❖ The institute highlighted the use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) for science 

communication in regional languages. 

❖ The Traditional Knowledge Digital Library (TKDL) was noted as a globally 

recognised digital repository of India’s traditional knowledge. 

❖ The SVASTIK web portal was launched to share scientifically validated traditional 

knowledge in multiple Indian and foreign languages. 

 

 

Indian Lighthouse Festival 2026 

❖ The 3rd Indian Lighthouse Festival was inaugurated at Visakhapatnam. 

❖ The festival aims to develop historic lighthouses as tourism hubs to boost local 

economies. 

❖ Plans include Andhra Pradesh’s first Lighthouse Museum in Visakhapatnam and 

four new lighthouses in the riverine areas of Assam. 
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❖ Lighthouse tourism supports coastal community empowerment, cultural 

heritage, and sustainable tourism. 

 

 

India’s Clean Energy Record in 2025 

 

❖ India recorded a record increase in clean (Non-Fossil Fuel) energy capacity in 

2025. 

❖ India’s non-fossil fuel installed capacity rose to 266.78 Gigawatt (GW) in 2025. 

❖ It is a 22.6% increase from 217.62 GW in 2024. 

❖ A total of 49.12 GW of new non-fossil energy capacity was added during the year. 

❖ Solar power capacity increased to 135.81 GW, and wind power capacity reached 

54.51 GW in 2025. 
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❖ Bioenergy stood at 11.61 GW, small hydro power at 5.16 GW, and large hydro 

power at 50.91 GW. 

 

National PNG Drive 2.0 

❖ GAIL India Limited has partnered with the Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory 

Board (PNGRB) for the National PNG Drive 2.0 initiative. 

❖ The initiative runs under the #NonStopZindagi campaign from 1 January to 

31 March 2026. 

❖ It aims to promote the adoption of Piped Natural Gas (PNG) and Compressed 

Natural Gas (CNG) across India. 

❖ It promotes the use of PNG and CNG as cleaner, safer and cost‑efficient fuels for 

households, businesses and transportation. 

❖ The drive supports wider goals to increase the share of natural gas in India’s 

energy mix and strengthen the City Gas Distribution (CGD) network nationwide. 

❖ GAIL’s participation adds to a pan‑India campaign with industry partners and 

outreach activities to boost fuel adoption. 

 

 

NIRANTAR platform 

❖ The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) launched 

the NIRANTAR platform. 

❖ NIRANTAR is a digital dashboard to improve coordination among MoEFCC 

institutions like the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), State Pollution 

Control Boards (SPCBs), Forest Survey of India (FSI), and Zoological Survey of 

India (ZSI). 
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❖ The platform enables real-time monitoring of environmental clearances, forest 

fire alerts, and wildlife trafficking data. 

❖ It integrates climate and environmental data from multiple research bodies under 

one window for policy-making. 

❖ NIRANTAR expands on earlier initiatives like PARIVESH and enhances inter-

agency collaboration. 

❖ The platform supports Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 13 (Climate Action) 

and 15 (Life on Land) through data-driven conservation. 

 

 

ADMM-Plus Counter Terror Meet 2026 

 

❖ The 16th ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting-Plus (ADMM-Plus) Experts Working 

Group on Counter Terrorism was held in New Delhi. 
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❖ India and Malaysia jointly co-chair the 16th Experts Working Group under the 

ADMM-Plus framework. 

❖ The meeting is part of the 2024–2027 three-year cycle of Experts Working Groups 

focusing on counter-terrorism cooperation. 

❖ These Discussions cover information sharing, operational coordination, capacity 

building, and best practices to address terrorist threats in the Indo-Pacific region. 

❖ Table Top Exercise planning was held on 14 January 2026. 

❖ Malaysia will host the exercise later in 2026, and India will conduct a Field 

Training Exercise in 2027. 

❖ ADMM-Plus serves as a platform for practical defence cooperation in areas like 

maritime security, humanitarian assistance, disaster relief, peacekeeping, 

military medicine, mine action, and cyber security. 

 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

India–Germany Diplomatic Relations 

 

❖ India and Germany are celebrating 75 years of diplomatic relations in 2026. 

❖ Diplomatic relations between India and Germany were established in 1951. 

❖ Both countries completed 25 years of Strategic Partnership in 2025. 

❖ India and Germany cooperate in areas like trade, investment, technology, climate 

action, and global governance. 
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY NEWS 

China’s EAST Fusion Reactor  

 

❖ China’s EAST (Experimental Advanced Superconducting Tokamak) fusion reactor 

surpassed the Greenwald density limit, a key barrier in nuclear fusion research. 

❖ Nuclear fusion produces energy by fusing hydrogen nuclei into helium, similar to 

the Sun’s process. 

❖ The Greenwald density limit defines the maximum plasma density a tokamak 

reactor can safely sustain. 

❖ China’s EAST reactor achieved a plasma density about 65% higher than the 

Greenwald limit. 

❖ A tokamak is a doughnut-shaped magnetic device used to confine superheated 

plasma. 

❖ The breakthrough was enabled using Electron Cyclotron Resonance Heating 

(ECRH) and lithium-coated tungsten walls. 

❖ The achievement has implications for ITER (International Thermonuclear 

Experimental Reactor), a global fusion project with India as a partner. 
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STATES’ NEWS 

Prabhas Patan Inscriptions and Somnath Temple 

❖ Prabhas Patan is located in Gir Somnath district of Gujarat, near the Arabian 

Sea. 

❖ Prabhas Patan contains inscriptions, copper plates, and memorial stones linked 

to the history of the Somnath Temple. 

❖ These epigraphic records show the long religious importance of Somnath and 

royal patronage in the region. 

❖ The Bhadrakali inscription, dated 1169 CE, records the construction of the 

Somnath Temple during the rule of Solanki king Kumarapala. 

❖ The inscription states that Somnath Mahadev was rebuilt in all four yugas—

Satya, Treta, Dvapara, and Kali. 

❖ Artefacts related to these inscriptions are preserved in the Prabhas Patan 

Museum near the Sun Temple complex. 

 

 

Rajasthan’s First Organic Panchayat 

❖ Bamanwas Kankar gram panchayat in Rajasthan became the State’s first fully 

organic panchayat. 

❖ The panchayat is located in Kotputli–Behror district and comprises seven 

hamlets. 

❖ All farming is now chemical-free, using organic fertilisers, mulching, crop 

rotation, and biological pest control. 

❖ Livestock is raised following ecological and health-conscious practices. 

❖ The panchayat publicly pledged to maintain chemical-free farming on January 2, 

2026. 
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❖ The initiative aims to inspire replication across 300 panchayats in Rajasthan by 

the end of 2026. 

 

 

PERSONALITIES, AWARDS, AND EVENTS 

83rd Golden Globe Awards 2026 

 

❖ The 83rd Annual Golden Globe Awards were held in California, USA, recognizing 

excellence in films and television released in 2025. 

❖ The awards are presented by the Hollywood Foreign Press Association (HFPA). 

❖ The Best Podcast category was introduced, and Amy Poehler won for Good Hang 

with Amy Poehler. 

❖ The film One Battle After Another won four awards, and the TV series Adolescence 

also won four awards. 

❖ Best Actor (Drama) went to Wagner Moura for The Secret Agent, and Best Actress 

(Drama) was Jessie Buckley for Hamnet. 
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❖ No Indian film was nominated. 

 

SPORTS NEWS 

Khelo India Beach Games 2026  

 

❖ Karnataka emerged as the overall champion of the Khelo India Beach Games 

(KIBG) 2026. 

❖ It was held at Ghoghla Beach, Diu, Union Territory of Dadra & Nagar Haveli and 

Daman & Diu. 

❖ The mascot of the Games was ‘Pearl’, a lively dolphin. 

❖ Karnataka topped with 3 gold, 2 silver, and 6 bronze medals. 

❖ Tamil Nadu secured 2nd place with 3 gold, 2 silver, and 3 bronze medals. 

❖ Manipur finished 3rd with 3 gold, 2 silver, and 2 bronze medals. 

❖ Karnataka dominated Open Water Swimming with Ashmita Chandra and 

Dhrupad Ramakrishna winning gold. 

❖ In Sepak Takraw, Manipur won women’s gold and Tamil Nadu won men’s gold. 

❖ Madhya Pradesh won three gold medals in Pencak Silat. 
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IMPORTANT DAYS 

National Startup Day 2026 - January 16 

❖ It was observed on 16 January 2026 to mark 10 years of the Startup India 

Initiative. 

❖ The initiative was launched in 2016 to promote entrepreneurship and innovation 

in India. 

❖ It is implemented by the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade 

(DPIIT). 

❖ India has more than 2,00,000 DPIIT-recognised startups across various sectors. 

❖ The day was officially declared in 2022 to recognise the role of startups in 

economic growth. 
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