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TNPSC BITS

+ The Ministry of Labour and Employment is to provide Career Skills Training
under its National Career Service Project in partnership with TCS.

+ Four Indian cosmonauts have begun their training in Russia again under
India's Gaganyaan mission.

o Individuals who have selected for the mission are being trained at Russia's
Gagarin Research & Test Cosmonaut Training Centre (GCTC).

+ The United States has officially terminated its relationship with the World
Health Organisation.

o The US President stated that the US will be redirecting the funds intended
for WHO to other worldwide and deserving, urgent global public health
needs.

Y/

+ The Kerala Government announced that the ambitious project of the state
called the K-FON (Kerala Fibre Optic Network) project is to be implemented by
December 2020.

o Under the K-FON project the Kerala Government aims to link all the
houses and offices in the state with optical fibre network.

Y/

+ The Department of Science and Technology operating under Ministry of
Science and Technology launched the Indian National Super Model.

o The Model was launched to help monitor transmission of COVID-19
infection.

% The International Everest Day is observed every year on 29 May.

o It is observed every year in memory of the first summit of Mt. Everest on
29 May 1953 undertaken by Sir Edmund Hillary from New Zealand and
Tenzing Norgay from Nepal who became first humans to achieve the feat.

+ The United Nations proclaimed June 1 to be the Global Day of Parents.

o The UN General Assembly declared Global Day of Parents on June 1 since
2012.
< “My Life — My Yoga” contest is a Video Blogging Contest.
o It is a joint effort by the Ministry of AYUSH and the Indian Council for
Cultural Relations (ICCR).

s COVID-19 is the first pan India biological disaster being handled by the legal
and constitutional institutions of the country.

o Under the Disaster Management Act, 2005, the States and district
authorities can frame their own rules on the basis of broad guidelines
issued by the Ministry of Home Affairs.

+ The Ministry of Electronics and IT and IT Industry body NASSCOM has jointly
developed India’s national Artificial Intelligence Portal.

o The portal aims to aid the development of solutions based on Artificial
Intelligence (AI).
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+ The Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) is stating that PM CARES FUNDS is not a
‘public authority’ under the Right to Information Act, 2005.

o So it has refused to divulge any information about that fund under the RTI
Act.

+ The Central Drug Control Standard Organisation (CDCSO), India’s top drug
controller has permitted Gilead Sciences for marketing authorization of its
anti-viral drug ‘Remdesivir’.

o Remdesivir had also been used during the Ebola outbreak.

+» The 36th National Games, which were scheduled to be held between October
and November in Goa, have now been postponed indefinitely due to COVID-
19 pandemic.

o The 35th edition was organized at Kerala in 2015.

+ China will be setting up a 1,124-megawatt power project on Jhelum river in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir under the multi-billion-dollar China—Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) framework.

o The mega power project is called the Kohala hydropower project.

+ The Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports Kiren Rijju inaugurated the India
Community Coach Development Programme.

o The programme has been launched to give more importance to Physical
Education in schools.

s International Sex Workers Day is observed annually on June 2 of every year.

+ The Chennai Metro Rail Limited has implemented a foot-operated elevator at
Koyambedu in Chennai.

o Itis first kind of lift mechanism in India.

+ The Former Supreme Court judge Justice A K Sikri has inaugurated the
Indian Dispute Resolution Centre (IDRC) at Delhi.

o It provides a paperless dispute resolution environment.

% R. Sreelekha is all set to become the first woman Director General of Police in
Kerala.

« Switzerland has declared May 26 as Science Day in honour of visiting Geneva
by the former President of India Dr. A P J Abdul Kalam.

+ Carmen Reinhart of the USA become the chief economist and vice president
at the World Bank for two year tenure.

% Srichand and Gopichand of Hinduja, who run the Hinduja Group of
companies, occupied the second in the United Kingdom's Rich List 2020.

o Inventor Sir James Dyson has topped the Sunday Times Rich List 2020 for
the first time.

v The International Day of Action for Women's Health is an international
observance celebrated on May 28 every year since 1987.
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o It is being coordinated by the Women’s Global Network for Reproductive
Rights (WGNRR).

% Cessna Caravan, the world’s largest all-electric aircraft of the USA, made its
first successful flight.

o The engine of that all-electric aircraft is made by MagniX.

+ Roger Federer of Switzerland is the highest paid athlete in the world for the
first time, according to Forbes’s annual list.

o Naomi Osaka of Japan is the first female athlete overtaking fellow tennis
player Serena Williams of USA as the highest paid female athlete in the
world.

Y/

+ Russia is testing its nuclear-powered Skif missile which can hit a target as far
as 6,000 miles away.
o Itis being called the world’s biggest dirty “doomsday bomb”.
+ World Digestive Health Day is celebrated every year on 29th May.
o The theme for the year 2020 campaign is "Gut Microbiome: A Global
Perspective."

Y/

+ The Union Cabinet approved renaming of Kolkata Port Trust to Shyama
Prasad Mukerjee port trust.

o Earlier, the announcement was made during the 150th anniversary
celebrations of Kolkata Port Trust.

% Anubhav is a week-long online project, organized by SPIC MACY seeks to help
youngsters indulge in mystical and diverse aspects of Indian art, culture and
heritage.

o Society for the Promotion of Indian Classical Music And Culture Amongst
Youth is SPIC MACAY.

« The Government of India launched Kisan Credit Card campaign to 1.5 lakh
dairy farmers working with Milk Unions and Milk producing Companies.

o Itis a part of Atma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan.

+ The Bimal Julka Committee on Rationalization of Film Media operating under
the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting submitted its report to the
ministry for the development of Film industry.

< PM Modi will hold a virtual bilateral summit with the Australian PM Scott
Morrison.

o This is the first ever virtual bilateral summit to be held by India.

v The World Bank recently launched the Global Economic Prospects Report,
2020.

o The report says that the Emerging Market and the Developing Economies
are highly vulnerable.

% The central government has initiated a consultation process for the
formulation of new science, technology, and innovation policy (STIP 2020), a
fifth policy in a row.
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o This process has been jointly initiated by the Department of Science and
Technology (DST) and the Office to the Principal Scientific Advisor to
Government of India.

s To foster the inclusion of LGBTQAI+ employees, Mahindra Logistics Ltd. (MLL)
has unveiled a five-year plan.

o It aims at hiring queer people and extending benefits to same-sex partners.

+ The National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research (NCPOR) predicts that there
would be a 24% increase in the expansion of Ameri Ice Shelf (AIS) boundaries
by 2021 and another 24% expansion by 2026 from its 2016 positions.

o The Amery Ice Shelf is one of the largest glacier drainage basins in the
world, located on the east coast of Antarctica.

+ The Long-distance runner Kiranjeet Kaur has been handed a four-year ban by
World Athletics’ anti-doping body for testing positive for a banned substance
(Enobosarm).

Y/

+ The Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju and tribal affairs minister Arjun Munda
inaugurated Khelo India e-Pathshala programme which aims to provide online
coaching and education to athletes living in far-off areas.

o The progamme was launched by the Sports Authority of India (SAI), in
association with National Sporting Federations (NSFs) recently.

Y/

+ India and Australia have signed a historic agreement, called ‘Mutual Logistics
Support Agreement (MLSA)’, to allow access to military bases for logistics
support.

+ The Union minister of Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari launched
the United Nations Development Programme campaign called “Prevention of
Human and Animal Mortality on highways”.

o The campaign is launched to bring down the accident rates.

< The Asian Football Confederation confirmed that India will host 2022
Women’s Asian Cup.

o This is the first time India is hosting the cup since 1979.

+ The Reserve Bank of India created Payment Infrastructure Development Fund
of Rs 500 crores.

o The fund has been created to increase point of sale infrastructure and
other digital payment infrastructure in the country.

% Russia declared state of emergency after oil spilled into Ambarnaya river.
o The Ambarnaya River flows into environmentally sensitive Arctic Ocean.

% The Union Power Minister R K Singh initiated the ‘#iCommit’ campaign to
commemorate World Environment Day.

o The initiative calls upon all stakeholders and individuals to continue
working towards energy efficiency, renewable energy and sustainability to
create a robust and resilient energy system in the future.
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+ The tenure of Tamil Nadu Chief Secretary K Shanmugam has been extended
by three months till October 31.

o The Central Government has communicated its approval for the extension
to the state government.

+ The Chhattisgarh Government recently launched Spandan Campaign.

o The campaign aimed to contain fratricide and suicide involving police
personnel.

% In Madhya Pradesh, a plantation drive named "Thank Mom" has been started
to increase the forest cover in the state.

+ Krishnendu Majumdar becomes the new chairman of British Academy of Film
and Television Arts (BAFTA).

o He becomes the first Global Indian to be appointed to the prestigious role
in BAFTA’s 73-year history.

+ India appointed Brajendra Navnit, a 1999 batch IAS officer of Tamil Nadu
cadre as India's new ambassador to the World Trade Organization (WTO).

o The appointments committee of the cabinet chaired by prime minister also
appointed Rajeev Tapno, a 1996 batch Gujarat cadre IAS officer, as the
senior adviser to the executive director at the World Bank for a period of
three years.

% Google has developed new app called Sodar.
o It will notify a user whenever a person is closer than the pandemic allows.

% The Lieutenant Governor (LG) of Jammu and Kashmir (JK) Girish Chandra
Murmu launched JK Employees Salary Tracker Mobile App “Mera Vetan".

+ World Pest Day is celebrated every year on June 6 to raise awareness of how
pest management helps preserve the quality of life.

o The day is initiated by the Chinese Pest Control Association.
+ China has issued a white paper on the country’s battle against COVID-19.
o The document is titled “Fighting COVID-19: China in Action.”

s New Zealand declared itself COVID-19 free following the recovery of its last
patient.

« Pakistan witnessed the highest inflation in the world during the fiscal year
2020.

v The member countries of the G20 Group have pledged to donate more than
USD21 billion to fight the COVID-19 Pandemic.

% The Indian Air Force has designed, developed and manufactured ARPIT - an
Airborne Rescue Pod for Isolated Transportation.

% The natural gas has been continuously flowing out of a gas well in Assam
following a blowout.
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o This happened after the blowout at the Oil India Limited’s (OIL) Baghjan
gas well in Assam’s Tinsukia district.

+ The Advanced Research Centre for Powder Metallurgy along with the Mekins
Industries has developed Ultra Violet C (UVC) based Cabinet to disinfect
COVID-19 patients.

<% The Government of India has allocated Rs 1,01,500 crores under the
MGNREGA programme in the year 2020-21 so far.

o This is the highest provision of funds allocated for the scheme since its
launch.

+ Adani Green Energy Ltd has bagged the world's largest solar bid of USD 6
billion from the state-run renewable energy agency SECI (Solar Energy
Corporation of India).

o Under this project, the group will build 8,000 MW photovoltaic (PV) power
plant and will also set up a 2,000 MW domestic solar panel.

Y/

+ Uttarakhand opened its biggest biodiversity park in Haldwani on the World
Environment Day.

o The various species of plants have been brought to the park from diverse
terrains like Niti Mana Valley of Uttarakhand.

« The Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts hosted a four day virtual fair
for around 200 Indian Exporters.

o It is the First virtual Trade Fair of India.

+ Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs, CBIC has launched its flagship
programme Turant Customs, at Bengaluru and Chennai.

o Under this, Importers will now get their goods cleared from Customs after
a faceless assessment is done remotely by the Customs officers located
outside the port of import.

% National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) has partnered with Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS) to provide its training partners access to the TCS
iON Digital Glass Room.

o The new partnership between NSDC and TCS will help in strengthening
NSDC'’s online aggregation platform eSkill India.

+ Indian weightlifter K Sanjita Chanu has been cleared of doping charge by the
International Weightlifting Federation (IWF).

o The IWF took the decision based on the recommendation of the World Anti-
Doping Agency (WADA).

v The Government of Bangladesh has launched an online network called
Shohojodha.

o It is to facilitate plasma exchange between recovered COVID-19 patients
and those undergoing treatment for coronavirus in the country.

+ The private sector will now be allowed to use ISRO facilities and other assets
to improve their capacities in the sector.
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% The Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani announced that the Phase-2 of the
Saurashtra-Narmada Avataran Irrigation (SAUNI) Yojana will be completed
before August 15.

o The scheme aims to meet the drinking water requirements of Saurashtra
and Kutch regions with Narmada waters.

% The Bharatmala Pariyojana that was scheduled to be completed in 2021-22 is
to be completed by 2025-26.

o The scheme was launched for road construction in India.

+ The Eastern Naval Command (ENC) has inaugurated the Deep Submergence
Rescue Vehicle (DSRV) Complex at Vishakhapatnam.

+ The Tamilnadu Chief Minister Edappadi Palaniswami inaugurated7.87 km
two-tier flyover, the longest bridge in the State, at Salem.

o He announced that the flyover would be called Puratchi Thalaivi J.
Jayalalithaa two-tier flyover.

Y/

+ The Tamil Nadu government has notified that 1018 towns and cities have been
rechristened throughout the state to suit their Tamil pronunciation.

o It was done by the Ministry of Tamil Official Language, Tamil Culture and
Archaeology (Government of Tamil Nadu).

% The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has reconstituted a committee to look into
the welfare of freedom fighters.

o It is formed with the minister of state for home affairs G Kishan Reddy as
the chairman and nine “eminent freedom fighters” from across the country
as its members.

% The Digital technology firm in the waste management space "Recykal" has
joined hands with United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and
Hindustan Coca-Cola Beverages (HCCB) for developing sustainable plastic
waste management practices.

o It is called Project Prithvi, a pan-India partnership.

+ Renjith Kumar, an aerospace entrepreneur hailing from Thiruvanatha puran
of Kerala, has been bestowed with NASA Distinguished Service Medal.

o It is an award similar to the NASA Service Medal, but awarded to non-
government personnel.

% The Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmer’s Welfare Narendra Singh
Tomar launched Shahakar Mitra: Scheme on Internship Programme, an
initiative by National Cooperative Development Cooperation (NCDC).

o The scheme has been launched to assist the cooperative institutions to
access innovative ideas of young professionals.

+ The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) has
given its approval to cover Telemedicine under the medical insurance policies.

s India’s 800 m runner Gomathi Marimuthu handed four-year ban for doping.

o She will be stripped off the gold medal she won at the Asian Athletics
Championships last year.
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« The National Highway Authority of India (NHAI) has become of the first
construction sector organization to go fully digital.

o It has been transformed into online portal completely through the Data
Lake and Project Management Software.

+ The Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur recently launched the
Panchvati Yojana for senior citizens in the rural areas of the state.

o The scheme aims to help the senior citizens spend their leisure time in
these gardens and parks.

+ The Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Jagan Mohan Reddy recently launched
“Jagananna Chedodu” scheme.

o The scheme is to provide financial assistance of 1000 rupees to barbers,
tailors and washer men.

+ The E-Commerce giant Amazon banned the use of its software “Rekognition”
by the police.

o The software used to quickly compare a picture with the police data bases
that holds hundreds of 1000s of photos.

+ The first population estimation exercise of Indian gaur (Indian Bison) was
carried out in the Nilgiris forest division in February.

o It has revealed that more than an estimated 2,000 Indian gaurs inhabit
the 300 sq. km range.

Y/

+ International Albinism Awareness Day is observed on 13th June every year.
o The theme of this year is ‘Made To Shine’.

+ The International Labour Organization and the UNICEF have released a report
on Child Labour.

o The report has been released under the title of "COVID-19 and Child
Labour: A Time of Crisis, A Time to Act".

+ The Defence Research and Development Organization has developed
‘GermiKlean’.

o Itis a sanitising chamber that can be used to sanitise uniforms of security
and police personnel.

+ The National Institute of Space Research (INPE) announced that the increase
in deforestation of Amazon forests has been the highest in 2019 as compared
to last S years.

o Deforestation in the region has increased after President Jair Bolsonaro
took office in 2019.

¢ A list of countries such as New Zealand, Fiji, Montenegro, Tanzania, Vatican,
Seychelles, Papua New Guinea, Timor-Leste, St Kitts and Nevis have declared
themselves as covid free.

o The Punjab Government has launched “Ghar Ghar Nigrani” mobile
application to undertake house to house surveillance to eliminate COVID-
19 pandemic.
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« The Researchers of IIT Kharagpur have developed an Artificial Intelligence
based cyber-physical system to monitor social distancing in public places.

+ The Veteran Urdu poet Anand Mohan Zutshi ‘Gulzar’ Dehlvi recently passed
away.

o Gulzar was the editor of “Science ki Duniya”, the only science magazine
published in Urdu by the Government of India.

+ The Government of Jammu and Kashmir recently launched the Poultry policy,
2020.

+ The Chilean and Argentine researchers have unearthed teeth of a species
called Magallanodon baikashkenk in the Patagonia region.

o Itis belonging to a mammal that lived 74 million years ago.

+ The Bank of Baroda, India’s third-largest lender has decided to completely
digitise it’s lending operations.

+ The Uttar Pradesh state Government has launched ‘Bal Shramik Vidya Yojana’
to educate child labourers in the state.

+ PepsiCo Foundation announced that it will invest to provide safe water access
to agricultural communities and help women in high water-risk areas in West
Bengal and Maharashtra in association with WaterAid.

% The Karnataka government is planning to establish a monkey park on the
uninhabited islands in the Sharavathi backwaters region.

+ The traditional art of ‘talamaddale’, a variant of Yakshagana theatre, is an
ancient form of performance dialogue or debate performance in the Karavali
and Malnad regions of Karnataka and Kerala.

% Raja Parba festival was celebrated at Odisha.
o Itis dedicated to Mother Earth (Bhuma Devi) and womanhood at large.

+ The Pune based Serum Institute of India is to supply Pneumonia vaccine to
low-income countries.

o The Institute is one of the leading manufacturers of vaccines and
immunobiological drugs.

+ The Delhi Government is to convert the Radha Soami Spiritual Centre into a
COVID-19 care facility.

o This centre will be the largest COVID-19 facility in the world.

v The AYUSH Ministry has launched 'Yoga at Home, Yoga with Family' campaign
to mark the International Yoga Day 2020.

% Recently, the Kerala Government has started a virtual class initiative called
‘First Bell’.

+ The Odisha Cabinet accorded the State song status to ‘Bande Utkala Janani’.
o It was a patriotic poem written by Kantakabi Laxmikant Mohapatra.

% West Bengal government has launched a job portal 'KarmaBhumi' for IT
professionals who have returned to the state amid the COVID-19 pandemic.
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+ In Telangana, Hyderabad City Police has launched a programme called “She
Triumphs through Respect, Equality, and Empowerment” (STREE)

o It is to support and empower women victims of domestic violence and
abuse.

+ International Picnic Day is observed on June 18, every year.

+» The Historian Dinyar Patel has written a fine biography "Naoroji: Pioneer of
Indian Nationalism".

+ The United States has indicated that it would like to secure priority access to
doses of COVID-19 vaccine.

o This prioritisation of domestic markets has become known as vaccine
nationalism.

+ The Supreme Court of India has stayed annual Rath Yatra at Puri’s Jagannath
Temple in Odisha which was scheduled from June 23.

o The apex court said that ‘Lord Jagannath won'’t forgive us if we allow this
year’s Rath Yatra’.

s In rupee term, the Mumbai based Indian Multinational company, Reliance
Industries Limited (RIL) was valued at USD 150 billion.

o RIL is the first-ever Indian company to achieve a market value of above Rs
11 lakh crore.

Y/

+ Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) is the usage and licensing fee that telecom
operators are charged by the Department of Telecommunications (DoT).

+ The CSIR-Central Drug Research Institute (CDRI) of Lucknow has received
permission to carry out the Phase III trial of antiviral drug Umifenovir.

o The Umifenovir drug prevents the entry of the virus into human cells and
also acts by priming the immune system.

% Recently, China has announced tariff exemption for 97% of exports from
Bangladesh.

+ The SIDBI bank will implement the PM SVANidhi Scheme under the guidance
of Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs (MoHUA).

% The Former Reserve Bank of India (RBI) governor Urjit Patel was appointed as
chairman of the National Institute of Public Finance and Policy (NIPFP) for a
four year term.

o It is a Delhi-based think tank that works closely with governments on
various policy reforms.

% The Karnataka government observed June 18 as "Mask Day" to spread
awareness about the use of masks.

X3

%

Recently novel coronavirus SARS-CoV-2 has begun infecting minks in the
Netherlands.

o When the pathogen is transmitted from human to animals, it is known as
reverse zoonosis.

19


https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/
https://www.shankariasacademy.com/

SHANKAR ] TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM
IAS ACADEMY ™ Information is a Blessing

o iy
Jo  THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004 =

% The state government of Tripura has decided to start a scheme for school
students.

o The scheme is named ‘Ektu Khelo, Ektu Padho’ - meaning ‘Play Little,
Study Little’.

s The Ambubachi Mela will not be organized in the Kamakhya Temple at
Guwahati of Assam for the first time since 1565.

o Kamakhya is one of the 51 Shakti Peeths.

7
0.0

Three drugs (Fabiflu, Cipremi and Covifor) have been launched in India by
pharmaceutical companies for the treatment of Coronavirus.

o Glenmark Pharmaceuticals has launched the antiviral drug named Fabiflu
for treatment of mild to moderate cases of novel Coronavirus.

7
0.0

Sector-50 metro station of Noida has been dedicated to the transgender
community by the NMRC - Noida Metro Rail Corporation.

v The World Athletics announced that Laurent Boquillet has been appointed as
the Head of Global Development.

% The RIC (Russia-India-China) Meeting was organised to commemorate the
75th anniversary of the Second World War.

+ Patanjali has launched its Ayurvedic medicine Coronil, Swasari Vati and Anu
Taila.

o It claims that the drug can treat COVID-19.

7
0.0

Saudi Arabia announced that it will hold a "very limited" Hajj this year due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.

o The Hajj pilgrimage in the holy city of Mecca is considered a must for
Muslims at least once in their lifetime.

« The United States Government has decided to suspend ‘Green Cards and Non-
Migrant Work Visas’ till the 31st December 2020 in an effort to protect jobs.

s Mark William Calaway, better known as The Undertaker, is an American
professional wrestler.

o He announced his retirement from WWE (World Wrestling Entertainment).

% Donald Trump appointed the Indian American scientist Dr Sethuraman
Panchanathan as the Director of the National Science Foundation (NSF).

o He is the second Indian-American ever to be nominated to the prestigious
science position after Mr Subra Suresh.

*,

» Serbia in June 2020 became the first country to conduct National Elections
in Europe amid the Covid issue.

India has pledged USD 10 million to the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) over the coming two
years.

X3

%

% Chief Minister Edappadi K Palaniswami inaugurated a compressed biogas
plant at Namakkal.
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o The plant was established by the Indian Oil Corporations at a cost of 25
crore.

% The Nobel prize-winning economist Amartya Sen has won the prestigious 2020
Peace Prize of the German Book Trade.

s MSDE-IBM partnership unveils Free Digital Learning Platform “Skills Build
Reignite” to reach more job seekers & provide new resources to business
owners in India.

% The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps of Iran has announced that it will set
up its permanent military base in the Indian ocean by March next year.

s ONGC Videsh Limited (OVL) was given approval by the Government for further
development of the Shwe Oil & Gas project.

o The Shwe Oil & Gas Project is located in Myanmar.

% Grandmaster P. Harikrishna become the 1st Indian to join the USD 150,000
Chessable Masters.

s The government of Maharashtra announced the “Maha Parwana” to attract
fresh investment in industries.

+ NASA has named it’s headquarter building at Washington D.C after its first
African American Female Engineer Mary W.Jackson.

% Vini Mahajan become the First Woman Chief Secretary of Punjab.

+ Russia has announced that it will take the first tourist for a spacewalk in
2023.

+ In the European football sport, Liverpool has won the English Premier League
title 2019/20 for the first time.

+ Kempegowda International Airport, Bengaluru becomes the 1st airport in
India to get an indigenously-developed Aviation Weather Monitoring System
(AWMS).

+ The World’s largest chariot festival Rath Yatra of Jagannath temple held in
coastal district of Puri, Odisha.

+ Infosys becomes 1st Indian Company to sign Climate Pledge with Amazon and
Global Optimism to Become Net-Zero Carbon by 2040.

% Indian Railways’ Central Railway zone has installed Automated Ticket
Checking & Managing Access (ATMA) machine, 1st of its kind at Nagpur
station.

s HDFC Ergo & UK Tech firm Tropogo jointly launched India’s 1st ‘pay as you
fly’ Insurance for Drones.

s In 2020, Green Mizoram Day was observed on June 11 across Mizoram in
India.

% Every year on June 30, World Social Media Day is celebrated.
o The day was first celebrated in 2010 by Mashable.
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TAMIL NADU

TNRTP

R/

+ The Tamilnadu state has come out with Rs 300 crore COVID-19 assistance
package to benefit 1.4 lakh people under the Tamil Nadu Rural
Transformation Project (TNRTP).

+ The fund for the project is backed by the World Bank, which was announced
by Chief Minister Edappadi K Palaniswamy.

«» It will bridge the supply-chain gap in rural enterprises during the lockdown.
«» It will help farmers, producers and women's self-help groups.

Y/

+ The fund will provide hope to these migrants who want to start their own
enterprises in the state.

First permanent director of CICT

+ R. Chandrasekaran has been appointed the first permanent director of the
Central Institute of Classical Tamil (CICT) located in Chennai.

s CICT is an autonomous Institute of higher research functioning under the
Ministry of Human Resources Development established in 2006.

+ It was formerly known as the Centre of Excellence for Classical Tamil (CECT).
« It had been functioning at the Central Institute of Indian Languages, Mysore.

% In May 2008, the CECT was moved to Chennai and was rechristened as the
Central Institute of Classical Tamil (CICT).

+ The Institute is responsible for the Kural Peedam Award.

'Goodwill Ambassador (GWA) for the Poor’

+ The 13-year-old girl from Madurai M Nethra was appointed as 'Goodwill
Ambassador (GWA) for the Poor' by the United Nations Association for
Development and Peace (UNADAP).

% The UNADAP recognition brings to the girl the opportunity to address the
upcoming Civil Society forums at the UN conferences in New York and Geneva.

Keeladi Excavation

% A furnace like structure that may belong to the sangam era was unearthed at
Manalur.

¢ A burial urn containing human bones was unearthed in a Keezhadi cluster
village of Konthagai.

s It is to be noted that six burial urns were already unearthed in March at
Konthagai.
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s It is believed that Konthagai was the burial site of Keeladi.
¢ Archalogists also unearthed an intact backbone of an animal.

Background

R/

+ The sixth phase of archaeological excavation at Keeladi of Sivagangai District
resumed.

« The report further noted that India is home to 3, 30,400 HNWIs (High-Net-
Worth Individuals - individuals with USD 1 million or more in net assets).

v The excacavation so far has revealed that keeladi had a 2600 year old
civilization.

+ The Tamilnadu State Department of Archaeology has taken up the excavation
in the keeladi cluster.

+ This cluster includes the nearby villages of Konthagai, Agaram and Manalur.
+ Keeladi is in sivagangai district on the banks of Vaigai River.

s The first three phases of excavation (2014-15, 2015-16, 2016-18) were carreid
out by the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI).

+ The State Archaelogy Department took over the excavation for the fourth
(2018-19) and fifth phase (2019).

NEET reservations

+ The Tamilnadu Government appointed panel suggested that 10% subquota
reservation to the Government school students in the mode of horizontal in
the Medical College admissions throught NEET exams.

+ The panel was headed by retired Justice Kalaiyarasan.

< The Horizontal reservation is well within the vertical reservation available to
SC/ST/OBC/General categories in Education.
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Tamilnadu in NIRF

+ With the maximum number of institutes among the TOP 50 ranks of almost
all categories, Tamil Nadu emerged as the leading state contributing in Indian
Higher Education.

+ Tamil Nadu remains King in Engineering College list with 1/5th of top 100
engineering colleges in India.

% According to the National Institute Ranking Framework (NIRF) rankings,
2020, Among the top 100 engineering colleges in the country, 18 are from
Tamil Nadu.

+ The top education institution of the country is IIT Madras along with being the
best engineering college in the country for the fifth time in a row.

% National Institute of Technology Tiruchirappalli is the only other engineering
college in the top 10 from Tamil Nadu, ranked 9.

+ Among the colleges rank, Tamil Nadu alone has one-third of the top 100
humanities, arts and science colleges in India.

+ In the 2019 ranking, there were 35 colleges from the state while this year 32
colleges are in the list out of a total of 100 colleges.

Y/

+ For the first time the Madras Medical College has figured among the top
medical colleges and is ranked at 12.

NIRF 2020 : :

Name City Total Score Rank
Anna University Chennai _ 58.71] 12
Bharathiar University Coimbatore | 58.3 13
University of Madras Chennai | 52.55/ 22
Alagappa University Karaikudi _ 49.22| 36
Bharathidasan University Tiruchirappalli| 46.41 53
Madurai Kamaraj University  |Madurai _ 45.58 60
Periyar University Salem ’ 41.09 83
The Gandhigram Rural Institute/Gandhigram | 40.65 91

Water from Mettur

¢ Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Edappadi K Palaniswami opened water from Mettur
dam to Delta region for Kuruvai irrigation purpose.

+ This is the 17th time water is being discharged from the Mettur dam on the
customary date of June 12.

+ In the history of Mettur dam, only 16 times (years) water was discharged on
the customary date of June 12.

s Earlier in 2008 (exactly 12 years ago), water from Mettur dam was discharged
on the customary date of June 12.
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% From August 13, 2019 to till date (June 12, 2020), the dam is having 100 ft
water for the past 305 days.

+ In the year 2005-06, for 427 days, the water level in the Mettur dam did not
go below 100 ft.

s Through this, 16.05 lakhs acre of farm land in 12 district of Delta region
including Salem, Namakkal, Erode, Tiruchy, Karur, Perambalur, Thanjavur,
Tiruvarur, Pudhukottai and Nagapattinam, will get irrigation facility.
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Ordinance on Reservation

+ The Tamilnadu State cabinet granted its approval to promulgate an ordinance
to give horizontal reservation.

% It is likely to be between 7.5% and 10%.

% Itis given to government school students who clear NEET exams for admission
to medical courses from this academic year.

+ The decision comes in the wake of recommendations by the Justice P
Kalaiyarasan led committee.

Five manimandapams (Memorials)

s Tamilnadu Chief Minister Edappadi Palanisamy laid the foundation stone for
five manimandapams to honour the leaders.

% The memorials for King Perumbidugu Mutharaiyar, Justice Party leadr AT
Panner Selvam, Tamil Cinema Stat MKT Thiagaraja Bhagavathar are coming
up at K Abishekapuram in Tiruchy District.

s A memorial for poet Kavimani Desika Vinayagam Pillai will be raised at
thovalai in Kanniyakumari District.

+ The foundation for dome was laid for Allala Ilaiya Nayakar at Jedarpalayam
near Namakkal District.
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Agaram excavation

R/

% Archaeologists of the Tamil Nadu Archaeological Department (TNAD) have
found a gold coin during the excavation at Agaram, part of the Keeladi cluster.

+ The coin dates back to the 17th Century AD, and used to be referred to as
‘Veerarayan’ coin.

« Different types of Veerarayan’ coins have been found earlier in Thanjavur.

Sivakalai Excavation
+ The sixth phase of excavation began at Adichanallur near Thoothukudi.

% It is also known as the ‘Cradle of ancient Tamil civilisation’.

% There are many ancient things called muthumakkal thaazhi found at
Sivakalai near Eral at Thoothukudi District.

Excavations in Kodumanal

% Recently, the State Department of Archaeology, Chennai has identified 250
cairn-circles from the Kodumanal excavation site in Tamil Nadu.

+ This is for the first time that 10 pots and bowls were discovered from the site.

+ Findings from the site also include an animal skull, beads, and copper
smelting units, the mud walls of a workshop, potteries, and Tamil Brahmi
script.

+ This has thrown light on burial rituals and the concept of afterlife in megalithic
culture.

s A megalith is a large prehistoric stone that has been used to construct a
structure or monument, either alone or together with other stones.

s Kodumanal is a village located in the Erode district in Tamil Nadu.

+ Itislocated on the northern banks of Noyyal River, a tributary of the Cauvery.
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s It was once a flourishing ancient trade city known as Kodumanam, as
inscribed in Patittrupathu of Sangam Literature.

s It served as a trade-cum-industrial centre from Sth century BCE to 1st
century BCE.

Child Bone at Konthagai

@,

% During the sixth phase of ongoing excavations in the ancient site of Keeladi
skeletal remains of a child were excavated from Konthagai village.

« This is the first time that archaeologists from the Tamil Nadu state
archaeology department are working in Konthagai in the Sivagangai District.

MSME at Tamilnadu

% The Central Government has allocated 4125 crore rupees to Tamil Nadu for
rejuvenating the Micro, Small and Medium (MSME) industries sector.

« It forms 10% of the total allocation of the scheme, and the scheme is being
effectively implemented in the state.
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Delimitation Commission

+ The Lok Sabha Speaker has nominated 15 MPs from Jammu and Kashmir,
Assam, Manipur, Nagaland and Arunachal Pradesh as “associate members”
of the Delimitation Commission to assist the panel in redrawing parliamentary
and assembly constituencies of the northeastern states and the union
territory.

+ The government had recently constituted the Delimitation Commission, to be
headed by former Supreme Court judge Ranjana Prakash Desai.

+ It is to redraw Lok Sabha and Assembly constituencies of the Union Territory
of Jammu and Kashmir and the northeastern states of Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh, Manipur and Nagaland.

+ Delimitation literally means the process of fixing limits or boundaries of
territorial constituencies in a state that has a legislative body.

< These commissions have been constituted four times in India — 1952, 1963,
1973 and 2002.

Minor Forest Produce (MFP)

% The Ministry of Tribal Affairs announced that 23 additional Minor Forest
Produce of Minimum Support Price has been included.

+ The Indian Forest Act, 1927 defines forest produce.
s However, the MFP got its definition only in 2007.

% It was done by enacting the Forest Rights Act or Scheduled Tribes and Other
Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006.

+ MFP is defined as all non-timber forest produce of plant origin.

% MFP includes bamboo, brushwood, stumps, canes, Tusser, cocoon, honey,
waxes, Lac, tendu/kendu leaves, medicinal plants and herbs, roots, tuber.

« Thus, the definition of “minor forest produce” includes bamboo and cane.

Cyclone Nisarga

+ The Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) has informed that a depression
formed in the Arabian sea.

+ It is headed towards the coast in Gujarat and Maharashtra.
s It was termed by Bangladesh.

% The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has been mandated with the duty
to name cyclones that develop over the North Indian ocean, including Arabian
Sea and Bay of Bengal.
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One Nation One Ration Card Scheme

% The Union Minister of Consumer Affairs and Food and Public distribution Shri
Ram Vilas Paswan announced that three more states namely Sikkim, Odisha
and Mizoram are being included in the Integrated Management of Public
Distribution System (PDS).

+ Through the Integrated Management of PDS, the Government of India is trying
to reach the benefits of National Food Security Act.

+ The scheme aims to provide the quota of food grains to the citizens anywhere
in the country.

+ So far, the scheme has been enabled in 17 states and Union Territories.

% By August, three more states namely Manipur, Uttarakhand and Nagaland
are to be added to the cluster.

Definition of MSME (Micro Small and Medium Enterprises)
+ The Union Cabinet approved the changes made to the definition of MSMEs.

+ This revision was done after 14 years since the MSME Development Act came
into existence in 2006.

% According to the new definition, MSMEs with investment of Rs 1 crore and Rs
5 crores have been classified as Micro units.

<+ The MSMEs with annual turnover between Rs 10 crore and Rs 50 crores are
classified as small units.

< The MSMEs with annual turnover of Rs 50 crore and above are classified as
Medium units.

+ There are more than 60 million MSMEs in the country.

s They contribute to 29% of India’s GDP and are offering 110 million or 11 crore
jobs.

+ They contribute to almost half of exports from the country.

CHAMPIONS

+ The Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched technology platform called
CHAMPIONS.

« CHAMPIONS Stand for Creation and Harmonious Application of Modern
Processes for Increasing the Output and National Strength.

+ Itis a technology driven Control Room-Cum-Management Information System
which utilizes modern information and communication technology (ICT) tools.

+ The complete platform was created by National Informatics Centre.
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One Sun One World One Grid

% Recently, the Government of India has called for bids to roll-out the ‘One Sun
One World One Grid’ (OSOWOG) plan.

¢ The vision behind this is ‘The Sun Never Sets’.

+ It has been taken up under the technical assistance program of the World
Bank.

« The Union Ministry of New and Renewable energy (MNRE), through this
initiative, plans to build global consensus about sharing solar resources
among more than 140 countries of West Asia and South East Asia.

Rajesh Bhushan Committee

+ The Cabinet secretary had constituted a committee tasked with reforming the
drug regulatory system under the chairmanship of Rajesh Bhushan.

+ The Department of Pharmaceuticals under the Ministry of Chemical and
Fertilisers deals with the pharma industry.

SWADES

+ The Indian Government will conduct a skill mapping exercise under SWADES
initiative to map the skills of the Indian workers returning from overseas.

+ SWADES stands for Skilled Workers Arrival Database for Employment
Support.

« It aims to create a database of qualified Indian citizens based on their
experience and skillsets.

R/

« It is a collaborative initiative of the Ministries of Skill Development &
Entrepreneurship, Civil Aviation and External Affairs.

TULIP

+ The Ministry of Housing and Urban Development and the Ministry of HRD
(Human Resource Development) launched an internship learning programme
called “TULIP".

@
TULIP

The Urban Learning
Internship Program
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+ The programme has been launched for fresh engineering graduates.

R/

+ Under the programme, they will get opportunities to work with 4,400 urban
local bodies and 100 smart cities in India.

+ The internship will be held for one year.

Pharmacopoeia commission

+ The Union Cabinet approved to re-establish the Pharmacopoeia commission
for Indian Medicine and Homeopathy under Ministry of AYUSH.

+ The commission has been set up by merging Pharmacopoeia Laboratory for
Indian Medicine and Homeopathic Pharmacopoeia Laboratory.

+ This will boost quality control of Ayurveda, Siddha, Unani and Homoeopathy
drugs and enhance their regulation.

Y/

+ The commission is an autonomous body that operates under Ministry of
AYUSH.

Y/

+ Pharmacopoeia means drug making.

One India, One Agriculture Market

+ The Union Cabinet approved an ordinance that will pave the way for the
creation of 'One India, One Agriculture Market'.

+ It is named as the Farming Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation) Ordinance, 2020 in order to ensure the barrier-free trade in
agricultural produce.

+ This ordinance will promote barrier-free inter-state and intra state commerce
and trade outside the physical premises of markets notified under State Acts
for the Agricultural Produce Marketing Committee.

+ It aims to set up an ecosystem where farmers and traders both have the
freedom of choice of sale and purchase of agricultural produce.

« It also proposes an electronic trading in transaction platform for ensuring a
seamless trade electronically.

+ The farmers will not be charged any cess or levy for sale of their produce under
this Act.

% The Union cabinet also approved The Farmers (Empowerment and Protection)
Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm Services Ordinance, 2020.

+ This step will empower the farmers to engage with aggregators, processors,
large retailers, wholesalers, and exporters on a level playing field without any
fear of exploitation.
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China Border infrastructure

Y/
°

@,
0’0

The government has approved new guidelines to boost infrastructure in areas
along China border.

It provides to spend 10% funds of a centrally sponsored scheme only on
projects in Ladakh, Arunachal Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and
Sikkim.

Startup Blink Ecosystem Rankings 2020

Y/
°

R/
0.0

R/
0.0

Startup Blink measures ecosystems based on the number of startups, their
quality and business environment.

As per this index, India is ranked at 23rd position, a drop of 6 places from
17th position in 2019.

It should be noted that India is home to the third-largest startup ecosystem.

The ranking has been topped by the United States (US), followed by the United
Kingdom (UK), and Israel at 2nd and 3rd position.

Among the top 100 startup cities, only four India cities were named in “2020
Cities Global Ranking of Startup Ecosystem”

These are Bengaluru, New Delhi, Mumbai, and Hyderabad.

Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) Rules of 2020

0
0‘0

@
0.0

0
0‘0

These are notified by the Ministry of Civil Aviation.

These rules seek to regulate the production, import, trade, ownership and
operation of unmanned aircraft systems or drones.

No unmanned aircraft (UA) system shall be operated in India unless there is
in existence a valid third party insurance policy to cover the liability that may
arise on account of a mishap.

Nano-drones weighing 250 grams or less can be operated without a drone pilot
license.
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Food Safety Index

v The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) had shared the
results of the second 'State Food Safety Index'.

% Gujarat has topped India’s food safety index among larger states, while
Chandigarh topped among the union territories.

% Goa topped the index among the small states.

% Gujarat was followed by Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra among the larger states
in food safety and Goa was followed by Manipur and Meghalaya among the
smaller states.

s Among the Union Territories, Chandigarh was followed by Delhi and the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands in food safety.

fSIS al FOOD SAFETY AND STANDARDS

AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Inspiring Trust, Assuring Safe & Nutritious Food

Deccan Queen train - 90 years

@

« It is also known as the “Queen of Deccan”

R/

% It runs between Mumbai and Pune.

R/

s It began operations on 1st June 1930.

+ This train holds many a record, including that of being India’s first superfast
train, first long-distance electric-hauled train, first vestibuled train, the first
train to have a ‘women-only’ car, and the first train to feature a dining car.

Coal Exchange of India

+ India will soon be setting up a coal trading platform as it gears up to bring in
commercial mining in the coal sector.
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Under the proposal, the entire coal produced in the country will be traded on
a platform called ‘Coal Exchange’.

Coal Exchange will be an online coal trading platform where the pricing will
be determined in a transparent manner on the basis of demand and supply.

The setting up of India’s first coal trading platform is significant as it paves
the way for the entry of multiple buyers and sellers in the coal sector.

Coal Exchange is expected to be the only trading platform for organised sale
of coal in India.

NAIMISHA 2020

Y/
°

Y/
°

Y/
°

The National Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA), New Delhi will organize online
NAIMISHA 2020 - Summer Art Program.

It is an initiative to provide a chance to participants and art enthusiasts to
create and learn from practicing artists.

The exhibition of selected artworks from the program will be displayed on
So’ham, the cultural media platform of NGMA.

NGMA was established in 1954, at the Jaipur House, New Delhi.

It is run and administered as a subordinate office to the Ministry of Culture,
Government of India.

NAIMISHA
[ g i

ONLINE SUMMER

18th CAT Bench

@
0.0

0
0‘0

0
0‘0

The Government of India recently inaugurated the 18th Bench of Central
Administrative Tribunal (CAT) for the Union territories of Ladakh and Jammu
and Kashmir.

The tribunal will adjudicate complaints regarding conditions of service of
public servants

The CAT has been conferred with the powers to exercise itself as a High Court.

This has been done under the Administrative Tribunal Act, 1985.
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Operation Desert Chase

+ The Rajasthan Police recently arrested two civil defence employees in Jaipur
based on Military Intelligence inputs.

+ The inputs were obtained under Operation Desert Chase.

« It is an anti-espionage operation that was started by the Military Intelligence
in 2019.

< The men were arrested under Official Secrets Act, 1923.

+ The Operation Tupac is a military intelligence operation by ISI (Inter-Service
Intelligence) of Pakistan.

+ The operation has the objective to disintegrate India.

Classification based on Waste water output

@,

% Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) will classify railway stations under the
red, orange and green category based on the quantity of waste water
generated.

+ Red: railway stations generating waste water equal to or more than 100 Kilo
Litres per Day.
+ Orange: those greater than 10 KLD but less than 100 KLD.

s Green: less than 10 KLD waste water generation.

5th National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF)

% The Ministry of Human Resource Development released National Institutional
Ranking Framework (NIRF) for the educational institutions in the country.

+ The IIT Madras topped the list followed by IISc Bangalore.
+ The third place was secured by IIT Delhi.
« IIT Madras becomes best engineering college.

+ In the University category, the top rank is IISc Bangalore followed by
Jawaharlal Nehru University of Delhi and at third rank is Banaras Hindu
University.

s The first NIRF ranking was released in 2016.

+ The NIRF ranks institutions in 10 categories namely engineering, university,
management, college, medical, pharmacy, law, dental and architecture.

% For the first time, Dental colleges were added this year’s list.
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NIRF India Ranking 2020

Overall Category
u 1T Madras,

u [I5c Banglore,

u 1T Belhi

University Category
» [I5c Bangalore,

= JNU New Delhi,
» BHU Varanasi

Engineering Category
u 1T Madras,

w IT Delhi,

u [IT Bombay

Management Category
# IM Ahmedabad,

= |IM Bangalore,

u |IM Calautta

Pharmacy Discipline

» Jamia Hamdard University,

u Punjab University,

» National Institute of
Pharmaceutical Education
and Research Mohali

Colleges Category
w Miranda House DU,
» LSR far Women DU,
u Hindu College DU

Medical Discipline

u AlIMS, New Delhi,

= PGIMER Chandigarh,

= Christian Medical College,
Bangalore

Law Discipline

w National Law School of India
University, Bengaluru,

u NLU New Delhi,

= Nalsar University of Law,

Hyderabad

Architecture Discipline
u IIT Kharagpur,

u IT Roorkee,

u NIT Calicut

Dental College

» Maulana Azad Institute of
Dental Science,

= Manipal College of Dental
Science,

» DrDY Patil Vidyapith Pune

o p =
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Per Drop More Crop

@

+ The Government of India has allocated Rs 4,000 crores under Per Drop More

Crop component of Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana for the year

2020-21.

Pradhan Mantri

Krishi Sinchayee Yojana
(PMKSY)

Har Khet ko Pani
More Crop Per Drop

+ The Per Drop More Crop of Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana focuses
on water use efficiency through sprinkler and drip irrigation.

« It also aims at reducing fertilizer use, labour expenses and input costs.
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+ Along with this, the Government of India has also informed about the creation
of Micro Irrigation Fund Corpus of Rs 5,000 crores along with NABARD.

Health Insurance to Migrant Workers

« The Government of India has extended its flagship programme, Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (Ayushman Bharat) to the migrant workers.

+ The National Health Authority that is implementing the scheme will issue E-
Cards to the eligible migrants identified under the scheme.

+ The main reason is that the workers returning belong to rural India.
+ And at least 80% of the beneficiaries of Ayushman Bharat are from rural India.

+ The Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana is a paperless and cashless scheme
that aims to provide health cover up to Rs 5 lakhs per family per year.

Safety Record in 2019-20

+ The Indian Railways recorded its best-ever safety performance during the past
year with zero passenger deaths due to rail accidents.

+ The Railways registered the best ever safety record between April 2019 and
March 2020.

+ There has been no death of rail passengers in any train accident in the
subsequent period also between April 1 and June 8 this year.

< This has been achieved for the first time in 2019-2020 since the introduction
of Railway System in India 166 years ago in 1853.
A-
Landmark 4
Achievements in

Indian Railways
2019

enger fatalilies = 194 trains upgraded to
sndard in

a\Jring the year

==\~ 2019-20
Real Time Train Informatios 7— Stations with High S

| System in collaboration with ® Fl cross 5563'0
* ISRO fast tracked

First Railway Commando W& Total numbers of bio-toilets
Battalion 'CORAS' launched g increase l()‘ $.248 ir
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Link to DBO

+ The construction of the 255-km long Darbuk-Shyokh-Daulat Beg Oldie (DS-
DBO) all-weather road is said to be the immediate reason behind the standoff
between Indian Army and a Chinese Army.

+¢ Built by the Border Road Organization (BRO) under the Ministry of Defence,
the road runs almost parallel to the Line of Actual Control (LAC) and connects
Leh to DBO.

+ DBO is the northernmost corner of Indian territory in Ladakh.
+ It has the world’s highest airstrip, originally built during the 1962 war.

% In 2008, the Indian Air Force (IAF) revived it as one of its many Advanced
Landing Grounds (ALGs) along the LAC.

Daulat Beg
Oldie

Leh .Shyok

L o
Darbuk

PAKISTAN
CHINA

Supreme Court on Reservation

+ The Supreme Court observed that the Right to reservation isn't a fundamental
right.

+ It was adjudicating a bunch of cases on quota for OBC candidates in Tamil
Nadu's medical colleges.

+ The court held that nobody can claim right to reservation as a fundamental
right, and hence not giving the quota benefits cannot be construed as a
violation of any constitutional right.

« The court said it appreciates different political parties in Tamil Nadu coming
together for a common cause.

s The court directed petitioners to approach Madras High Court with their
appeal and seek relief for the same from there.

% The petitions was asking for 50 per cent OBC reservation in seats, surrendered
by Tamil Nadu in the All India Quota for under graduate, post graduate
medical and dental courses in 2020-21.

+ It said that in Tamil Nadu, there is 69 per cent reservation for OBCs, SC and
ST and within this, OBC reservations are about 50 per cent.
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Nature Index 2020

< The Nature Index is a database of author affiliations and institutional
relationships.

+ The database is compiled by Nature Research, a division of the international
scientific publishing company Springer Nature which is an American German
academic publishing company based in Germany.

+ The top five positions have gone to the United States of America, China,
Germany, United Kingdom and Japan.

s The overall ranking of India is 12th in the index and top 3 Ranking of
Institutions from India are

o Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR)
o Indian Institute of Sciences (IISc)
o Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR)

+ Three of the autonomous institutions of the Department of Science &
Technology, Government of India have also found their place among top 30
Indian Institutions.

% These are

o The Indian Association for the Cultivation of Science (IACS), Kolkata - at
7th position

o Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research (JNCASR),
Bangalore - at 14th position

o S. N. Bose National Centre for Basic Sciences, Kolkata - at 30th position.

Institution Count Share
Counci! of Scientific and Indusinal Research (CSIR) 158 95 65
2. Indian Institute of Science (lISc) 209 81.28
3. Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR) 214 6338
4 Homi Bhabha National Institute (HBNI) 196 ST 17
5. Indian Institute of Technology Bombay (IIT Bombay) 113 5037
6. Indian Association for the Cultivation of Science (IACS) 78 4501
7. Indian Institute of Sclence Education and Research Kolkata (IISER 66 43.35
Kolkata)
8. Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati (IIT Guwahat 68 3745
9. Indian Institute of Technology Madras (IIT Madras) 145 343
10. Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur (IIT Kanpur) 57 2995

HeiQ Viroblock

% Textile major Arvind Limited has announced the launch of an anti-viral textile
technology for its fabric and garment products.
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% Arvind claims that garments treated with HeiQ Viroblock actively inhibit
viruses and kill them upon contact, helping to minimize the potential for re-
transmission of pathogens through clothing.

+ HeiQ Viroblock NPJO3 is an intelligent Swiss textile technology that is added
to the fabric during the final stage of the textile manufacturing process.

+ It is a special combination of advanced silver and vesicle technology.

iFLOWS

+ iFLOWS is a flood warning system that alerts flood prone areas.
+ It was launched in Mumbai.

« iFLOWS is Integrated Flood Warning System.

IFLOWS- Mumbai

Flood Warning
System

P K Mohanty Committee

+ The Reserve Bank of India has constituted an internal working group to review
guidelines of ow