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Micro, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises Day - June 27......cccccocecvvecnrnnnnens 184

11


https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

SHANKAR &) TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM
ﬁ IAS ACADEMY Information is a Blessing

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004 k1
W™ AShankar IAS Academy Initiative

-}

P

World Allergy Week - June 13 t0 19...cccciuiiiiiiiiiiiiiniintietieiiiciecsiercaccsccscescesenss 185
National Statistics Day - June 29 .....ccciuvuiiiiuiiiiiniiiieierieiecciececetiececscsacesecanes 185
World Asteroid Day - JUNeEe 30 ....cccuiuiuiuininininrririiieieieiesesesesesasesasasasacacacacacscaes 186
International Day of Parliamentarism - June 30.....ccccceeiuiuinininrnrncncncnrecennnnnns 186
MISCELLANEOUS ...ttt ettt st ettt et ettt b ettt b e en s 187
Pesticides - leading cause of poisoning in India......c.ccccceieiiiiiiiiiiininiiniieeincnnnes 187
Centre for World University Rankings 2021-22......c.ccccuttiuiuininrnrncncnceccccnennes 187
Times Higher Education Asia university rankings 2021........ccccceieiuvnrnincnnnnee 187
QS World University Rankings 2022 ......c.ccccictitieiuieieinrieiececieiecrsececcsacecscanes 188
Bdelloid rotifer....ccccceieiuiiiieiniiiiiiiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiieiiiiiettiiietitietecetiececiesacessacanes 189
Head the world's largest family......cccoceieiuiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiniiiiiieiiieciriececieiecenecanes 189
Green FUNGUS...cccciitiiiiiiiiieiiiiitietietiecitcisttietiacescescessessassscsssescessnssssssssscsscnssns 190
Reuters Digital News Report 2021 ......ccccceitiuiuiieiuinrieceritiececiececersaceccsacesnscanes 190
QS EMBA Rankings 2021....ccccctuiururrneieirieieieieieierececececscscscesscssesssssssssssssssnces 191

12


https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

SHANKAR & TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM
IAS ACADEMY s Information is a Blessing

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004 iy )
A AShankar IAS Academy Initiative

TNPSC BITS

s Every year, on 31st May, the World Health Organization (WHO) and global
partners celebrate World No Tobacco Day (WNTD).

o This year theme of the 2021 WNTD is “Commit to quit.”

+ Drug firm Zydus Cadila has introduced a new feature in the packaging of its
critical drugs.

o This is to help patients ensure that the product is not fake or counterfeited.

+ India extended support after US President asked US intelligence agencies to find
how coronavirus emerged in China.

o Demands were raised by countries including US and Australia to investigate
whether coronavirus originated in Wuhan City of China in late 2019 from an
animal source or from laboratory accident in December 2019.

% The UK cleared a Covid-19 vaccine for use from Johnson & Johnson.
o Itis to be the first single-dose shot to be authorised in Britain.

« BCCI announced its plans to host remaining matches of the suspended 14th
edition of IPL.

o It is planned between September 15 and October 15 in the United Arab
Emirates.

+ Research and Analysis Wing chief, Samant Kumar Goel and Intelligence Bureau
head Arvind Kumar were given a one-year extension in their services.

+ National Memorial Day is observed every year on the last Monday of May (31st
May in 2021).

o This day will pay tribute to the men and women who are doing and working
for us to combat COVID-19 and also highlights to honor and reminds our
troops, veterans, wounded warriors who sacrificed their lives.

% Christine Wormuth was confirmed unanimously by the US Senate to be the first
female secretary of the Army.

v The Curiosity Rover, developed by National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA), has captured images of “shining clouds” on Mars.

o Curiosity is a car-sized Mars rover, developed to explore Gale crater on Mars.

+ Mary Kom won the silver medal at the 2021 ASBC Asian Boxing Championships
in Dubai.

o She lost to two-time world champion Nazym Kyzaibay of Kazakhstan.

% Global Day of Parents day is observed on 1st June annually to honour parents
and their commitments to children across the world.
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o Itis a United Nations observance day.
+ World Reef Awareness Day is observed on June 1st.

o It helps to create awareness among various business communities and the
general public about the fragile biological system of our oceans’ coral reefs.

+ An eight-member ministerial panel under the Meghalaya CM Conrad K Sangma
is formed.

o This is to consider Goods and Services Tax (GST) exemptions on a range of
Covid-19 essentials such as vaccines, drugs, testing kits and ventilators.

« A book titled “Languages of Truth: Essays 2003-2020” is authored by Salman
Rushdie.

Y/

+ CBSE launched a nationwide Young Warrior movement to engage 5 million young
people to fight against Covid-19.

o Students and teachers between the ages of 10 and 30 years can join this
movement to safeguard themselves, their families, their communities, and the
country.

Y/

+ The Reserve Bank of India has imposed a fine of Rs 10 crore on HDFC Bank for
deficiencies in regulatory compliance found in the auto loan portfolio of the bank.

o As per the RBI, HDFC Bank has violated the provisions of section 6(2) and
section 8 of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949.

+ First Human case of HION3 bird flu was reported in eastern province of Jiangsu
in China.

o HIONS is a low pathogenic or less severe strain of virus in poultry.

+ Scientists have identified a new drug that is reportedly very effective in preventing
severe COVID-19 in mice already infected with SARS-CoV-2.

o The drug identified is diABZI.

% The Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman after the 43rd GST Council Meeting,
announced that the GST Council has decided to exempt the import duty on
COVID-19 related items till August 31, 2021.

o In the view of rising cases of Black Fungus in the country, the Council has
also included Amphotericin B in the exemptions list which includes other
covid relief items.

% In the meeting of National Digital Health Mission chaired by PM, it was
highlighted that a Unified Health Interface (UHI) will be rolled soon.

o The Unified Health Interface (UHI) is an open and interoperable IT network
for digital health in India.
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+ Global cybersecurity firm, Sophos, published its “the State of Ransomware 2021
report’.

o It finds that 68% of Indian organisations were hit by ransomware in last 12
months.

+ Ravi Shastri has penned a book titled ‘Stargazing: The Players in My Life’.

o The book is being published by HarperCollins India and it is been co-authored
by Ayaz Memon.
+ Pharmeasy has announced the acquisition of Medlife.
o It is now the India’s largest online pharmacy.
+ Director-General of Central Reserve Police Force, Kuldiep Singh has been given
additional charge of Director General of National Investigation Agency, NIA.
o He will hold the additional post after Y C Modi.

s International Sex Workers’ Day is observed annually on June 2 of each year.

o The day honours and recognises the exploited working conditions of sex
workers.

+ Tata Steel Ltd chief executive officer and managing director, T.V. Narendran has
taken over as president of the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) for 2021-22.

o Confederation of Indian Industry was founded in1895.

+ The Odisha government decided to include disaster and pandemic management
in high school and college curriculums.

+ The Indian Broadcasting Foundation announced the appointment of Justice
Vikramyjit Sen as the Chairman of its newly formed self-regulatory body Digital
Media Content Regulatory Council (DMCRC).

o He is a former Supreme Court judge.

+ SBI has come out with its Ecowrap report in which it has slashed its 2021-22
GDP growth forecast to 7.9 per cent from 10.4 per cent earlier.

o The study has also examined a district-wise comparison of the Covid deaths
for each state between the first and second wave.

s Microsoft has launched first ever “Asia Pacific Public Sector Cyber Security
Executive Council”.

o Council was set up with the aim of accelerating public-private partnerships
in cybersecurity, and share threat intelligence.

% West Bengal chief secretary Alapan Bandyopadhyay was immediately appointed
as the Chief Advisor of chief minister Mamata Banerjee after his retirement.

o He will take on the new role from June 1 for a period of three years.
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+ China has decided to allow each couple to have up to three children, ending its
strict two-child policy.

o This comes after China's population data over the past decade showed the
slowest population growth in decades.

% China’s Tianzhou-2 cargo spacecraft docked with the Tianhe space station
module in low Earth orbit.

o It was launched from Wenchang spaceport.

+ The European Commission approved the use of Pfizer and BioNTech SE's COVID-
19 vaccine to vaccinate children of age 12 - 15.

o The Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine is already being used in the European Union to
vaccinate those aged 16 years and above.

Y/

« The Former Supreme Court judge Arun Kumar Mishra will be the new
chairperson of the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC).

o The selection panel consisted of Prime Minister, Home Minister, Deputy
Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, Lok Sabha Speaker and the Leader of the
Opposition in the Rajya Sabha.

Y/

+ The Largest warship (Kharg) of Iranian navy caught fire and sank in the Gulf of
Oman (near Iranian port of Jask).

o Kharg used to resupply other ships in fleet and conduct training exercises.

« UNICEF has signed an agreement with vaccine manufacturer Moderna on
vaccines supply for its international vaccination efforts against SARS-COV-2
virus.

o Under the supply agreement, UNICEF will get access to up to 34 million doses
of covid-19 vaccine.

+ The International Day for the Fight against Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated
Fishing is organized every year on 5th June.

o This day was proclaimed in the UN General Assembly in December 2017.

% The Union Health Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan digitized versions of Flagship
Health Schemes on the IT platform of the National Health Authority.

o The Union Minister launched the revamped Central Government Health
Schemes (CGHS) and the Umbrella Schemes of Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi (RAN)
and the Health Minister’s Discretionary Grant (HMDG) on the platform of the
National Health Mission (NHM).

¢ Trial of Bharat Biotech's COVAXIN on children below 18 years was started at All
India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), Patna.
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+ The International Cricket Council (ICC) has announced that the Men’s Cricket
World Cup in 2027 and 2031, will once again be a 14-team (54-match
tournament).

o Earlier in the 2019 World Cup, only 10 teams contested, compared to 14
teams in the 2015 World Cup.

+ The International Dairy Federation (IDF) has unanimously elected R S Sodhi to
its board.

o He is managing director, Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation Ltd
or GCMMF that sells Amul branded products in India.

+ The Mobile Farmers Market program at Thammampatti in Salem was recently
launched.

o The Department of Agriculture has decided to launch this mobile Farmer
market program across the state.

+ Tamil Nadu Governor Banwarilal Purohit has appointed retired IAS officer V.
Palanikumar as the State Election Commissioner.

o Mr. Palanikumar will hold office for a period of two years from the date on
which he assumes the charge.

Y/

+ The Union Finance Ministry has asked the States to split wage payments under
the MGNREG scheme from this financial year into Scheduled Castes, the
Scheduled Tribes and others.

o The measure is aimed at highlighting what the Centre is doing for the SC and
ST communities.

+ The African Union announced Mali's suspension from the Union.

o Italso threatened the impoverished country with sanctions following a second
military coup in nine months.

+ Social Justice and Empowerment Minister, Thaawar chand Gehlot, launched the
Senior care Ageing Growth Engine or SAGE project.

o SAGE project will be launched to select, support and create “one-stop access”
of elderly care products and services provided by credible start-ups.

+ According to TATA Power, Blue-finned Mahseer has moved to “least concern”
status from red list of endangered species of IUCN.

o TATA group is involved in conservation of blue-finned and golden mahseer for
50 years in Lonavala, Pune.

% Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has found three caves in Buddhist Caves
Complex in Nasik, Maharashtra.

o These Caves have the images of Buddha & Bodhisattvas and sculptures with
designs of Indo-Greek architecture.
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+ New Zealand was the latest country to sign a space agreement with NASA.
o New Zealand became the eleventh signatory to the Artemis Accords.

+ Dr Patrick Amoth has been appointed as the Chairman of the World Health
Organisation (WHO) Executive Board, for a period of one year.

o He is the acting Director-General for Health, Ministry of Health of Kenya.

< Cannes Film Festival announced that Jodie Foster will receive Lifetime
Achievement Palme d'Or at this year's festival.

o Jodie Foster is a two-time Oscar winner.

% Indian Coast Guard (ICG), in coordination with Sri Lankan authorities, engaged
in fighting a major fire onboard in the Chemical laden container vessel MV X-
Press Pearl.

o This coordinated joint operation is named as Sagar Aaraksha-II.

+ The UN's International Labour Organization published its flagship report ‘World
Employment and Social Outlook (WESO) 2021.

o The theme of the report was, ‘The role of digital labour platforms in
transforming the world of work.’

% In Hockey, the Indian men’s team maintained their fourth position in the latest
International Hockey Federation world rankings.

o The women'’s team held the ninth position.

+ The Asian Development Bank and the Government of India signed an agreement
for financing road up-gradation project in Sikkim.

o In 2011, the ADB-funded North Eastern State Roads Investment Program was
launched to improve road connectivity in Sikkim.

% Indian wrestler Sumit Malik has failed his dope test for the Tokyo Olympics.
o He has bleak chances of participating in the Tokyo Olympics.

+ Parliament of Denmark has approved plans for an artificial island which will
house 35,000 people.

o This will help in protecting port of Copenhagen from rising sea levels.

% China announced that the country has authorized the emergency use of
CoronaVac vaccine for children aged between 3 and 17 years.

o Coronavac vaccine is a Covid-19 vaccine being manufactured by the Beijing-
based pharmaceutical firm, Sinovac Biotech.

v The DCGI has granted permission to the Serum Institute to manufacture the
Sputnik COVID-19 vaccine in India.
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o The Pune-based SII has collaborated with Gamaleya Research Institute of
Epidemiology and Microbiology, Moscow of Russia developing Sputnik V at its
licensed Hadapsar facility.

+ The Union government has appointed Anup Chandra Pandey as Election
Commissioner.

o Chief Election Commissioner Sushil Chandra and Election Commissioner
Rajiv Kumar are the other two members of the panel.

+ El Salvador has become the first country to formally adopt bitcoin as legal tender.

o Proposal to legalise cryptocurrency was put forward by President Nayib
Bukele.

+ The UN Security Council has recommended Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
for a second five-year term.

o He will be the Secretary-General of the United Nations for another 5-year
beginning from January 1, 2022.

s 2021 P4G Seoul Summit aims to position P4G (Partnering for Green Growth and
the Global Goals 2030) as a delivery mechanism to build back better and greener
in this decade of action.

o The 2021 P4G Seoul Summit's theme was Inclusive Green Recovery towards
Carbon Neutrality.

+ Weyan India’s first village to vaccinate all its adult population against COVID-19.

o Itis a remote village in Bandipora district of Jammu & Kashmir with an adult
population of 362.

+ Russia is building its first naval ship which will be fully equipped with stealth
technology.

o Stealth technology will to make it hard to detect.

+ NITI Aayog has recommended divesting government stake in the Central Bank of
India and Indian Overseas Bank (IOB).

o This is a part of the privatisation initiative announced in the Union Budget.

% India has been elected as a member of the United Nations Economic and Social
Council.

o It has the membership for three-year terms of 2022-24.

+ Indian cricketer Virender Sehwag has launched an experiential learning portal
for Cricket coaching named CRICURU.

o CRICURU is India’s first Al-enabled coaching website.

% India-Thailand Coordinated Patrol (Indo-Thai CORPAT) between the Indian Navy
and the Royal Thai Navy is being held at the Andaman Sea.
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o This is the 31st edition.

+ BharatPe has announced that it has inked a three-year-long deal to become an
official partner with International Cricket Council (ICC).

o BharatPe is a lending and digital payments start-up.

+ Oman has been named as the host of the inaugural International Hockey
Federation (FIH) Hockey5Ss World Cup.

o The events will take place in Oman’s capital city Muscat in January 2024.

+ Arab-India Energy Forum that concluded recently discussed a range of issues on
boosting two-way energy cooperation and intra-regional power trading dominated
the forum.

o The event was held virtually under the co-chair of the Kingdom of Morocco
and India.

+ The annular solar eclipse was witnessed in several parts of the world on June
10th.

o The June 10 solar eclipse was rare as it witnessed the occurrence of a ring of
fire around the Moon.

% Indian Foreign Service (IFS) officer, K Nagaraj Naidu was named chef de cabinet
by the incoming UN general assembly president, Maldivian foreign minister
Abdulla Shahid.

o He was appointed for the duration of one-year tenure.

+ According to a recent order, all jobs in the Union Territory (UT) of Ladakh have
been reserved for the residents of the region.

o The order was issued by Lieutenant Governor R.K. Mathur.

% Indian Oil’s Gujarat Refinery will be implementing India’s first Hydrogen
Dispensing Facility as a clean fuel initiative.

o This facility aims to fuel Hydrogen buses plying between Vadodara and
Kevadia /Sabarmati Ashram.

+ India’s export of agricultural and allied products in 2020-21 have increased by
17.34 percent.

o India experienced huge growth in the export of cereals, wheat, millets, non-
basmati rice, maize and other coarse grains.

« Countries including Albania, Brazil, Gabon, Ghana and United Arab Emirates
(UAE) have been elected to UN Security Council (non-permanent members).

o Five countries won elections unopposed because they were the only
candidates from their respective regional groups.
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+ Flipkart, has partnered with Telangana government to lead “Medicines from the
Sky” project.

o Consortium has been tasked with development and execution of drone
deliveries of medical supplies to remote areas under the project.

+ The Office of Principal Scientific Adviser to Government has initiated a project
called “Project O2 for India”.

o It aims in ensuring supply of critical raw materials like zeolites,
Manufacturing of compressors and setting up of small oxygen plants.

+ India’s Nagraj Adiga has been elected as the Asia-Oceania Representative.

o He was elected at the recently concluded 2021 International Association of
Ultrarunners (IAU) Congress.

% Nobel laureate Amartya Sen has penned his memoir ‘Home in the World’.

o The book will be published in July by Penguin Random House.
+» Israel will become the world’s first mask-free country in the Corona period.
o This was announced by Israel’s Health Minister Yuli Edelstein.

+ Indian Grand Prix 4 will be held on June 21 at the National Institute of Sports in
Patiala.

o India’s star sprinters Dutee Chand & Hima Das are expected to participate in
the fourth Indian GP of 2021.

% According to World Giving Index 2021 report, India is 14th most charitable
country across the world.

o This report is released by Charities Aid Foundation.

« IIT, Ropar has developed a device called Jivan Vayu’ as a substitute for CPAP
(Continuous positive airway pressure) machine.

o This device functions even without electricity.

+ The Petroleum and Natural Gas Ministry has decided to allow LPG customers to
decide which distributors they want their LPG refill from.

o The decision was taken to further empower the LPG consumers and making
energy accessible and affordable to all.

+ The United States Government will donate 500 million doses of Pfizer COVID-19
vaccine to world’s 100 poorest countries.

o This largest ever donation is the by a single country.

s Former Indian batsman, Suresh Raina has released his autobiography ‘Believe —
What Life and Cricket Taught Me’.

o The book is co-authored by Bharat Sundaresan.
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% D. Gukesh won the $15,000 Gelfand Challenge chess title.
o He also got a ‘wild card’ for the elite Meltwaters Champions Chess Tour.

¢ Aruna Tanwar has become India's first-ever Taekwondo entry in the Paralympics.
o Tanwar has been awarded a wild card entry for the Tokyo Paralympics.

« U.K. and Indian scientists have jointly developed a low-cost sensor that can
detect fragments of the virus responsible for COVID-19 within wastewater.

o It is developed by researchers from the University of Strathclyde and the
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Bombay.

+ The Tamil Nadu government appointed former Nagapattinam MP A.K.S. Vijayan
as its special representative in Delhi.

o He is appointed for a period of one year.

+ The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Bombay has set up the 'Koita Centre for
Digital Health' (KCDH) under the aegis of the Koita Foundation.
o This is to be the India’s first digital health center.
+ Microsoft Corp, named its Chief Executive Officer, Satya Nadella as its new
chairman.
o He took over as the company's CEO in 2014, succeeding Steve Ballmer.
+ Policy bazaar has got approval from regulator IRDAI to undertake insurance
broking.

o The broking licence will allow the company to venture into segments like
claims assistance, offline services, and establish Points of Presence network.

+ International Picnic Day is celebrated on 18 June globally.
o Itis celebrated with an objective of encouraging people to have picnics.

% The National Highways Authority of India, under Ministry of Road Transport &
Highways has made mandatory use of drones for monthly video recording of
National Highway projects.

o The videos are to be uploaded on NHAI’s portal ‘Data Lake’.

s World Health Organisation (WHO) has designated 'Lambda’' variant, as a 'Variant
of Interest' (VOI).

o It was initially detected in Peru in August 2020.

% A huge diamond weighing more than 1,000 carats has been discovered in the
southern African country of Botswana.

o The diamond could be the third-largest mined in history and was unearthed
by a firm called Debswana.
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% At least 5 million trees were planted by the citizens in Ghana in just one single
day.

o This was done under the "Green Ghana" program.

+ UN General Assembly appointed Antonio Guterres as the UN Secretary-General
for a second term beginning January 1, 2022.

o President of the 75th session of the UN General Assembly Volkan Bozkir
announced this.

+ Ebrahim Raisi had secured victory in Iran’s presidential election.
o He is a hardline judge who is under U.S. sanctions for human rights abuses.
% On June 19 every year, the World Sauntering Day is celebrated.

o The day reminds everyone to slowdown, connect with nature and enjoy things
around us.

Y/

+ Father's Day is observed on the third Sunday of June.
o This year the date is 20 June, 2021.

Y/

+ Recently, scientists conducted experiments on monoclonal antibody cocktail
named REGEN-COV2.

o Antibody has been found to be life-saving treatment for severely affected
Covid-19 patients.

% Mawya Sudan has become the 12th woman officer to be inducted as a fighter
pilot in the IAF.

o She is the first woman fighter pilot from Jammu and Kashmir (Rajouri
district).

+ India received the highest-ever daily vaccination count of 80 lakh administered
on June 21, 2021.

o Free coronavirus vaccines were made available to states for vaccination of all
above the age of 18 from this day.

+ The UN committee recommended adding Great Barrier Reef to the list of “in
danger” World Heritage Sites.

o The Great Barrier Reef is the world's largest coral reef system located in the
Coral Sea, off the coast of Queensland, Australia.

% The Israeli military has successfully tested an airborne high-power laser which
has the capability to shoot down drones.

o Itis a prototype developed with Elbit Systems.

% As per the data by the Solvent Extractors’ Association of India, Malaysia
surpassed Indonesia to become India’s biggest Crude Palm Oil (CPO) exporter in
2020-21.
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o Indonesia imposed heavy taxes on exports of the edible oil last year.

* Arunachal Pradesh woman, Dr Tadang Minu, becomes the first in the state and
the second Indian woman in the country to be appointed as a member of the
Coaches Committee of the International Boxing Association (AIBA).

o She has been appointed by AIBA for her enormous knowledge and experience
in the field of boxing.

+ The Ships of the Indian Navy and Japanese Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF)
participated in a joint naval exercise at the Indian Ocean to realize “Free and
Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP)”.

o “JS KASHIMA (TV3508) and JS SETOYUKI (TV3518) conducted a bilateral
exercise with INS KULISH (P63) at the Indian Ocean.

« Bharti Airtel and Tata Group have announced a strategic partnership for
implementing 5G network solutions for India.
o This will be available for commercial development from January 2022.

+ Filmmaker-writer Tahira Kashyap Khurrana has announced her upcoming book
about motherhood, titled "The 7 Sins of Being A Mother".

o Last year, the she had released a book named "12 Commandments of Being
A Woman".

% WWF India has inducted Upasana Kamineni, Director, Apollo Hospitals, as
“Ambassador of Forest Frontline Heroes”.

o This is with the aim to appreciate the efforts of frontline workers in hospitals
and in the wildlife protection space.

% British lawyer Karim Khan was sworn as the new chief prosecutor for the
International Criminal Court.

o He takes over from Fatou Bensouda of the Gambia, whose nine-year term
ended.

+ The International Widows Day is observed to draw attention to the voices and
experiences of widows and to galvanize the unique support that they have.

o Loomba Foundation initiated the International Widow’s Day in 2005.

+ The Cochin International Airport (CIAL) won Airport Council International (ACI)
Director General’s Roll of Excellence honour in Airport Service Quality.

o This recognition is awarded to those airports which, in opinion of passengers,
consistently delivered excellent services.

% The official Olympic theme song for the Indian contingent was launched.

o Mohit Chauhan has composed and sung the song titled “Lakshya Tera Samne
Hai”.
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« WHO is to set up a technology transfer hub to manufacture COVID-19 vaccines
in South Africa.

o This will help African companies to begin the manufacturing of mRNA
vaccines.

+ India has retained its position as the second largest source of FDI for the United
Kingdom for the year 2020.

o USA remains at the top.
+ China has planned to send its first crewed mission to MARS in the year 2033.

+ India & Saint Vincent and The Grenadines signed agreement for exchange of
information & assistance to collect taxes.

+ Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Madras has launched a ‘Centre for Research
on Start-Ups and Risk Financing’ (CREST).

o CREST will help in creating a data repository on Indian start-ups and
ventures.

+ The International Day in Support of Victims of Torture is observed on 26th June
every year by the United Nations.

o This day is observed to raise awareness among the people about human
torture that it is not only unacceptable but it is also a crime.

+ Zhang Zhizhen became the 1st Chinese man to make the main draw at the
Wimbledon in the Open Era.

o The 24-year-old Zhang is ranked 178th.

« Triton Electric Vehicle Pvt Ltd has announced that it will be setting up a
manufacturing unit for electric vehicles at the National Investment &
Manufacturing Zone at Zaheerabad, Telangana.

o Triton Electric Vehicle Pvt Ltd is an electric vehicle company from US.
+ Goa Becomes First State in India to Become Rabies Free.

o CM Pramod Sawant announced that the state has not had a single case of
rabies in Goa in the past three years.

% Sajan Prakash became the first Indian swimmer to qualify for the upcoming
Tokyo Olympics.

o Sajan achieved the feat at the Sette Colli Trophy in Rome.

% Manu Bhaker-Saurabh Chaudhary clinches silver in 10m Air Pistol Mixed Team
event in Osijek.

o ItisIndia's 3rd medal at the ISSF World Cup in Osijek, Croatia.
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+ China replaced the UAE as the second largest export destination for India in fiscal
2021.

o The US remained the country’s top export partner.

¢ Reliance Jio Infocomm Limited and Google Cloud are embarking on a
comprehensive, long-term strategic relationship.

o This is with a goal of powering 5G in enterprise and consumer segments
nationwide.

+ The Vigilance Commissioner Suresh N. Patel will act as the Central Vigilance
Commissioner (CVC) in the Central Vigilance Commission.

o The appointment was necessitated after Sanjay Kothari completed his term.

Y/

+ The European Space Agency is set to hire world’s first physically disabled
astronaut.

Y/

+ The French author Emmanuel Carrere has been granted this year’s Spanish
Princess of Asturias Literature Award.

o He is popular for his non-fiction books in a high literary vein.

+ Rahi Sarnobat won gold medal in women's 25 m pistol event at the ISSF Shooting
World Cup held at Croatia.

o Sarnobat's gold is India's first in the ongoing edition.

+ BCCI president Sourav Ganguly has confirmed that BCCI (The Board of Control
for Cricket in India) is set to host the T20 World Cup in UAE.

o The remaining season of the IPL 2021 will also be held in the UAE.
+ The United Nations observe 29 June as International Day of the Tropics.

o The day celebrates the extraordinary diversity of the tropics while highlighting
unique challenges and opportunities nations of the Tropics face.

+ The Fortis Memorial Research Institute in Gurugram has started the Trial Run of
Sputnik V Vaccine for the general public.

o Currently, Covishield, Sputnik V, and COVAXIN are being used in the country
for the nationwide inoculation drive.

+ The National Insurance Awareness Day was observed on 28th of June 2021.

o It is celebrated with the motive to make people more and more aware about
the insurance benefits and different plans.
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TAMIL NADU

Village rice

% A start-up firm has exported two consignments of 4.5 tonnes of patented “village
rice” sourced from Kumbakonam in Tamil Nadu’s Thanjavur district to Ghana
and Yemen via air and sea routes.

% The start-up's name is Udaya Agro Farm.

« Enriched with protein, fibre, and a variety of minerals, ‘illage rice’ is sourced
directly from farmers of Thanjavur.

Government's announcement on June 3rd

% A multi super-speciality hospital in Chennai’s King Institute of Preventive
Medicine and Research will be constructed at the cost of 250 crore.

% Kalaignar Memorial Library, spread across 2 lakh square feet, will be constructed
in Madurai at a cost of 70 crore.

% A new award, Illakiya Mamani, will be instituted to honour three Tamil writers
annually with a citation and cash award of %5 lakh.

% Housing will be provided for the writers who are recipients of renowned literary
awards either in their district or whichever district in which they wish to reside.

% At the cost of 324.30 crore, a 16,000-tonne capacity warehouses will be built in
Thiruvarur district.

+ The scheme of free bus transport has been extended to people with disabilities
and the transgender.
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T.M. Kalliannan Gounder
« T.M. Kalliannan Gounder recently died at the age of 101.
+ He was the last surviving former member of the Indian Constituent Assembly.

% He served as a Member of the Legislative Council in Tamil Nadu and also as an
MLA thrice, between 1952 and 1967.

+ He was reportedly the youngest member in the Constituent Assembly then and
also a member of India’s first provisional parliament.

State Development Policy Council

+ Chief Minister M K Stalin revamped the State Development Policy Council (SDPC)
with Prof J Jayaranjan as the new vice chairman.

+ It is headed by the chief minister.
+ Besides a permanent member the council will have eight part-time members.
+ Prof Rama Srinivasan will be its permanent member.

+ The other part time members include Prof M Vijayabaskar, Prof Sultan Ahmed
Ismail, former IAS official M Deenabandhu, industrialist Mallika Srinivasan and
DMK MLA from Manaargudi T R B Rajaa, Dr. Narthaki Nataraj and medical
practitioners J Amalorpavanathan and K Sivaraman.

s New history is being written in Tamil Nadu by having Thirumiku Narthaki Nataraj
as the member of the State Development Policy Committee.

+ This is the first time in India a Transgender people is in a high-level committee
of a state government.

+ State planning commission was originally established by the former chief
minister M Karunanidhi on May 25, 1971.
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+ It was established as an advisory body to recommend developmental schemes for
the state.

« It was renamed as State Development Policy Council by the earlier AIADMK
government on April 23, 2020.

International Memory Studies Workshop - IIT Madras

+ Indian Institute of Technology Madras’ Centre for Memory Studies recently
hosted virtually Asia’s first International Memory Studies Workshop.

+ This international workshop is the first of its kind in Asia.

+ The launch of the Indian Network for Memory Studies will take place in mid-June
2021 through a virtual event at IIT Madras.

Operation Wind

+ During the lockdown and following the closure of liquor outlets, illicit liquor is
being sold across the State of Tamilnadu.

% The Prohibition and Enforcement Wing (PEW) has launched a special drive called
“Operation Wind” from June 8 to 22.

% This aims to prevent production and sale of illicit liquor / arrack in the entire
State.

Justice AK Rajan Committee

« Justice AK Rajan Committee was appointed to examine the impact of NEET on
medical aspirants, who are socially and economically deprived.

s It was appointed by Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin.

v The committee will also suggest an alternative methodology for admission in
medical colleges.
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Mettur Dam opening - June 12
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¢ The Tamilnadu CM raised the shutters of Mettur dam to release water for Kuruvai
cultivation.

+ This was the 18th time water was being released for Kuruvai cultivation on June
12.

% It targets to benefit 16.05 lakh acres.

« Irrigation will be across Tiruchirappalli, Thanjavur, Thiruvarur, Nagapattinam,
Ariyalur, Preambular, Pudukkottai, and Cuddalore districts.

Keezhadi excavation - 7th phase
% A baby bone was found during excavation in Manalur area.
% Konthagai was only considered as the burial site.
+ Keezhadi, Agaram and Manalur were residential areas.

+ This is the first time a baby bone has been found in the Manalur area.

Chennai - Kanyakumari Industrial Corridor

% The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Government of India have signed a
$484 million loan.

+ This is to improve transport connectivity and facilitate industrial development in
the Chennai-Kanyakumari Industrial Corridor (CKIC) in the state of Tamil Nadu.

+ CKIC is part of India’s East Coast Economic Corridor (ECEC), which stretches
from West Bengal to Tamil Nadu.
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ACROSS THE STATE

The project will improve connectivity of ports, other
transport gateways, proposed industrial nodes, hinterland from ‘L\‘
proposed nodes and important urban, tourist centres
~

CHENNAI-KANYAKUMARI A ’
INDUSTRIAL CORRIDOR &
PROJECT TR A

%r’ /

industrial nodes:
TuticorinTirunelve li, Madurai-Dindigul-Virudhunagar-Theni, Cuddalore-Naga-
pattinam and Arlyalur-Perambalur, Ramanathapuram, Trichy-Pudukottai-Sivaganga

Economic Advisory Council - Tamil Nadu

s Newly-elected Tamil Nadu government has decided to constitute an “Economic
advisory council to the chief minister”.

R/

+ Its members include,

o Nobel laureate Esther Duflo of Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) in
USA,

o Former Reserve Bank of India governor, Raghuram Rajan,

o Former chief economic advisor to central government, Dr Arvind
Subramanian,

o Development economist, Jean Dreze and

o Former Union finance secretary Dr S Narayan.
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First session of the 16th Legislative Assembly

+ The first session of the 16th Legislative Assembly began at the Kalaivanar
Arangam.

R/

+ The assembly commenced its proceedings with the address of Governor
Banwarilal Purohit.

+ According to his address,
o Working Women's hostel will be formed in all districts.

o Smart cities with latest facilities will be developed near all metro cities in the
State.

o State will urge central government to constitute a national commission for the
welfare of fishermen.

o State to introduce a separate annual budget for agriculture.

o State to introduce a new legislation to regulate ground water use.
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CEO World Magazine

+ Two colleges in Tamil Nadu have got a place in the 2021 list of top 100 medical
colleges in the world.

« Every year on behalf of CEO World Magazine, a list of the world's top medical
colleges and various other colleges, including fashion and management, is
published.

+ In this list Vellore Christian Medical College is ranked 49th and Chennai Medical
College is ranked 64th.

% Similarly, Puducherry Jipmer Medical College is ranked 59th.

+ Varanasi Medical College is ranked 72nd.

Reward for sportspersons - MK Stalin

+ Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin announced that his government will reward
sportspersons who bag medals in the upcoming Tokyo Olympic Games.

+ MK Stalin said that sportsperson who win a gold medal will be given Rs 3 crore
as prize money.

% Those winning silver medals will be given Rs 2 crore and Rs 1 crore will be given
to bronze medal winners.

% Gagan Narang, a Chennai native is still the only individual medallist from the
state.

% He represented India in shooting and won a bronze in the 2012 London Olympics
in the Men's 10m Air Rifle event.

NATIONAL

IBF to be renamed as IBDF

v The Apex body of broadcasters, Indian Broadcasting Foundation (IBF) has
extended its purview to cover digital streaming platforms.

% Also, it will be renamed as Indian Broadcasting and Digital Foundation (IBDF).

+ Extended coverage will bring broadcasters and OTT (over-the-top) platforms,
under one roof.

+ A self-regulatory body called ‘Digital Medic Content Regulatory Council (DMCTC)’
will be established for digital OTT platforms.
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YUVA Scheme

+ The Ministry of Education has launched “YUVA- Prime Minister’s Scheme for
Mentoring Young Authors”.

« YUVA is an Author Mentorship programme which will train young and budding
authors aged below 30 years to in order to promote reading, writing and book
culture in India.

« It will also project India and Indian writings worldwide.
+ YUVA stands for “Young, Upcoming and Versatile Authors”.

+» The scheme is in line with PM’s vision of encouraging young writers to write about
India’s freedom struggle.

% The scheme will be implemented by “National Book Trust of India” under the
Ministry of Education.

PM CARES for Children

+ All children who have lost parents or surviving parent or legal guardian/adoptive
parents due to Covid 19 will be supported under the scheme.

Highlights

+ Fixed Deposit in the name of the child: A corpus of Rs 10 lakh for each child
when he or she reaches 18 years of age.

+ They will be given a monthly stipend for five years starting from 18 years till 23
years to fulfil their personal requirements.

s After they will attain 23 years of age, they will be given full amount of Rs 10 lakh
to use it professionally or personally.

+ For children under 10 years - Admission will be given in the nearest Kendriya
Vidyalaya or in a private school as a day scholar.

+ For children between 11-18 years - The child will be given admission in any
Central Government residential school such as Sainik School, Navodaya
Vidyalaya etc.

+ The child will be assisted in obtaining an education loan for Professional courses
/ Higher Education in India as per the existing Education Loan norms.

s All children will be enrolled as a beneficiary under Ayushman Bharat Scheme
(PM-JAY) with a health insurance cover of Rs 5 lakhs.
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. Government stands with children who lost their
/ parents due to COVID-19

-~ Such children to get a monthly stipend once
© they turn 18 and a fund of 10 lakh when they
~ turn 23 from PM CARES

g ,,'_';5\;\ Free education to be ensured for children who
=7 lost their parents to COVID-18

i Children will be assisted to get an education
| loan for higher education & PM CARES will pay
7 interest on the loan

Children will get free health insurance of 5 lakh
. under Ayushman Bharat till 18 years & premium
= will be paid by PM CARES

== Children represent the future of the country and
) we will do everything to support and protect the
= children: PM Narendra Modi

It is our duty, as a scciety, to care for our

children and instil hope for a bright future:
" PM Narendra Modi

Helpline numbers

% Union Ministry of Information and Broadcasting has launched four new helpline
numbers to help people amid the second wave of covid-19.

s 1075 is the National Helpline no. of Ministry of Health & Family Welfare.
s 1098 is the Child Helpline no. of Ministry of Women & Child Development.

% 14566 is the Senior Citizens Helpline of Ministry of Social Justice &
Empowerment.

« It will work in states like — Karnataka, Delhi, Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu,
Rajasthan, Telangana, Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand.

% 08046110007 is Helpline number of National Institute of Mental Health and
Neurosciences (NIMHANS) that will provide psychological support.
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Nano Urea

+ Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative (IFFCO) will launch Nitrogen fertilizer-
based Nano Urea in market in June 2021.

% A 500-ml Nano Urea is equivalent to 45kg of normal urea.
% 500 ml urea costs around 240 rupees.

s Apart from that, it will reduce input cost of farmers by 15% and cultivation will
increase the yield by about 20%.

OPV Sajag

% National Security Advisor (NSA), Ajit Doval has commissioned the Indian Coast
Guard (ICG) Offshore Patrol Vessel (OPV) Sajag.

R/

+ It has been constructed by Goa Shipyard Limited.

R/

% Sajag is the third in a series of five offshore patrol vessels indigenously designed
in line with Prime Minister's ‘Make in India’ vision.

ECLGS 4.0

+ The Government has increased the scope of Emergency Credit Line Guarantee
Scheme (ECLGS) for three more months.

+ Extension will help businesses across several sectors of economy.
About

% 100% guarantee cover to be provided on loans, in hospitals/nursing
clinics/medical colleges/homes, up to Rs.2 crore.
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Loan can be utilized up to set up on-site oxygen generation plants.
Interest rate on load was capped at 7.5%.

Additional ECLGS assistance of up to 10% of outstanding by February 2020 to
borrowers who are covered under ECLGS 1.0.

Ceiling of Rs.500 Cr. of loan outstanding for eligibility under ECLGS 3.0 will be
removed.

Civil Aviation sector will be eligible under ECLGS 3.0.
Validity of ECLGS extended to 30.09.2021.

Horticulture Cluster Development Programme

0’0

The Union Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar launched the Horticulture
Cluster Development Programme (CDP) for the integrated and market-led
development of 53 horticulture clusters.

The Agriculture Ministry has identified 53 horticulture clusters, of which 12 have
been selected on a pilot basis.

The Horticulture Cluster Development Program will address all the major issues
that are related to the Indian Horticulture Sector including production, pre-
production, logistics, post-harvest management, branding, and marketing.

With this program, the Central Government aims at improving the exports of the
targeted crops by about 20%.

The program is also expected to attract an investment of Rs. 10,000 crores when
implemented in all the 53 clusters.

2DG adjunct therapy in Covid treatment

Directionsfor use of 2DG i COVID-19 Patients as per DCGI Approval

* The 2DG is approved for Emergency use as adjunct therapy to the standard of
care in the treatment of COVID patients in the hospital settings.

Ideally, 2DG should be prescribed as early as possible by Doctors for moderate to
severe COVID patients for maximum duration up to 10 days.

Uncontrolled diabetes, severe cardiac problem, ARDS, severe hepatic and renal
impairment patients have not been studied yet with 2DG, hence caution should
be exercised,

2DG should not be given to pregnant and lactating women and patients below 18
years.

Patients/Attendants are advised to request their hospital to contact Dr Reddy’s
Lab, Hyderabad for medicine supply at email: 2DG@drreddys.com
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+ The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) announced that
the anti-COVID drug 2DG has been approved for emergency use as an adjunct
therapy in the treatment of COVID-19 patients.

« DCGI approved the emergency use authorization of 2-deoxy-D-glucose (2-DG).

+ It was approved as an adjunct therapy for moderate to severe COVID-19 patients.

Bal Swaraj portal

+ The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) has launched
“Bal Swaraj” portal.

Y/

+ Itis an online tracking portal for real-time tracking & monitoring of Children who
lost both or either of their parents in COVID-19.

Y/

+ NCPCR is an organisation under the Ministry of Women and Child Development.

Y/

+ NCPCR is the monitoring authority of all children in India, under the Juvenile
Justice Act, 2015.

Model Tenancy Act

+ The Union Cabinet has approved “Model Tenancy Act” for circulation to all States
and Union Territories.

% Model Tenancy Act, 2019, a tenancy law in India, was designed to rebuild tenancy
market.

% The Creation of this Act was first announced in budget speech of 2019 by finance
minister Nirmala Sitharaman.

+ It seeks to replace archaic rental laws of India and to solve housing availability
deficit.

+ This Act will help in achieving the target of “Housing for All by 2022”.

MoC on Sustainable Urban Development

+ Union Cabinet approved Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) on Sustainable
Urban Development between India and Japan.

+ To implement and strategize programmes on cooperation under MoC, a Joint
Working Group (JWG) will be constituted.

% JWG will meet once in a year in Japan as well as in India, alternately.

+ The Cooperation under MoC will continue for a period of 5 years, which can be
auto-renewed for 5 years at a time.
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« It is expected to create employment opportunities in listed areas of sustainable
urban development like Urban Planning, affordable housing, rental housing,
Smart Cities Development etc.

Cabinet approves SCO Agreement on Mass Media cooperation

+ The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister approved the agreement on
‘Cooperation in the field of Mass Media’ between all the Member States of
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO).

+ The Member States of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization consists of eight
countries: India, China, the Kyrgyz Republic, Kazakhstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan,
Russia, and Uzbekistan

+ The Agreement will

o Provide an opportunity for the Member States to share new innovations and
best practices in the field of Mass Media.

o Boost equal and mutually beneficial cooperation between associations in the
field of Mass Media.

RDSO joins 'One Nation, One Standard' scheme

+ The Research Design and Standards Organisation (RDSO) has become the first
standards body in the country to join the ‘One Nation, One Standard’ scheme of
the central government.

+ RDSO, the sole R&D wing of the Railways Ministry, sets standards for the Indian
Railway Sector

+ The RDSO has now been recognised as a ‘Standard Developing Organisation’ by
the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS), for a three years period.

% BIS is the implementing agency for the ‘One Nation, One Standard’ scheme.

+ RDSO and BIS will be now jointly defining the parameters to ensure quality goods
and services for the Railways.

+ The ‘One Nation, One Standard’ scheme was launched in 2019.

+ Its objective is to develop one template of standard for one given product in the
country, instead of having multiple agencies set it.

+ This helps building a ‘Brand India’ identity in the long run.
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Nomination of members to Rajya Sabha
+ The senior advocate Mahesh Jethmalani has been nominated to the Rajya Sabha.
+ President Ram Nath Kovind has also nominated renowned former journalist
Swapan Dasgupta to Rajya Sabha.

+ The President of India, on the advice of the Centre, can nominate 12 members to
Rajya Sabha.

+ The nominated members for the Upper House are drawn from the fields such as
literature, arts, sports, science, and social service.

NITI Aayog's SDG Index 2020-2021

s NITI Aayog released third edition of Sustainable Development Index for 2020-
2021.

+ The index is developed in collaboration with the United Nations in India.

+ The Index evaluates the progress of states and union territories on social,
economic and environmental parameters.

+ Kerala retained its rank as the top state with a score of 75.

+ Himachal Pradesh and Tamil Nadu retained its second position with a score of -
74

+ Bihar has been adjudged as the worst performer.

KERALA ON With a composite score of

TOP AGAIN 75, Kerala topped the NITI
Aayog's 2020 Index, based
on the State's performance
across 16 Sustainable

Top States
No poverty | Tamil Nadu
Zero hunger Kerala

Good health and Gujarat
well-being

’ Development Goals Quality education | Kerala
{8 W Gender equality Chhattisgarh
Ay 1 Clean water and sanitation | Goa
: j Decent work and Himachal

economicrgrowth Pradesh

o] Industry, innovation and | Gujarat
gl infrastructure

by Reduced inequality | Meghalaya
£ Sustainable cities and Punjab

i communities
=4 Responsible consumption | Tripura
=1 and production
Climate action |Odisha
Life below water |Odisha
Life on land Arunachal
Pradesh

Peace, justice and Uttarakhand
strong institutions

v\;gs:“”’ A score of 100 implies
7" that the State/UT has
~  achieved the targets set

L .y for 2030. A score of O
) implies that it is at the
bottom of the table

E— : —
52 2020 INDEX SCORE 79
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PanBio COVID-19 test kit

+ ICMR has approved second home-based Rapid Antigen Test kit named “PanBio
COVID-19”.

+ This test kit was developed by Abbott Rapid Diagnostics Division, Chicago.
+ Earlier, ICMR had given its approval to “CoviSelf test kit”.
+ That was developed by Pune-based Mylab Discovery Solutions.

Report on Variable Capital Company

« Dr. K.P. Krishnan committee on “Variable Capital Company” has submitted its
report to International Financial Services centres Authority (IFSCA).

% The report is regarding feasibility of Variable Capital Companies in International
Financial Services Centres in India.

+ VCC is an alternative form of corporate vehicle which can be used for open-ended
as well as closed-ended alternative and traditional fund strategies.

« It is a corporate vehicle with flexible capital.

+ These shares are created when investments are made and shares are readily
redeemable by shareholders.

+ It has been designed for fund management industry.

Mini kit programme

+ Union Agriculture Minister, Narendra Singh Tomar, launched a seed Mini kit
programme by distributing high-yielding varieties seeds of oilseeds and pulses to
farmers.

« About 20,27,318 seed mini kits of pulses, 74000 mini kits of groundnut and 8
lakhs for soybean will be provided free of cost to the farmers directly under
National Food Security Mission.

% Mini-kits are being provided by NAFED, National Seeds Corporation (NCS), and
Gujarat State Seeds Corporation.

% It is completely funded by government through National Food Security Mission.

30 crore COVID-19 vaccine doses - Biological-E

s The Health Ministry has finalised arrangements with Hyderabad-based vaccine
manufacturer Biological-E to reserve 30 crore COVID-19 vaccine doses
(Corbevax).

+ The Centre will be making an advance payment of Rs 1,500 crore to Biological-E
for this order.
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« This is the second made-in-India vaccine after Bharat Biotech’s COVAXIN.

Biological E. Limited

Cielebirating Life Gery Tas

Corbevax

Global initiative for clean energy innovation
% India launched the Mission Innovation Clean Tech Exchange.

% It is a global initiative that will create a network of incubators across member
countries to accelerate clean energy innovation.

s This Mission was launched virtually at “Innovating to Net Zero Summit, 2021"
organised by Chile.

AmB tablets

% Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Hyderabad has developed nano-fibre based
oral tablets of Amphotericin B, called as AmB.

% IIT Hyderabad researchers decided to keep this technology free of intellectual
property rights.

R/

+ This medicine is reportedly cheaper, higher AmB absorption and less
Nephrotoxicity.

+ AmB was earlier available in injectable form only.

« It is used to treat fungal infections post COVID treatment.

Patent for Black Pepper Micronutrient

+ The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR)-Indian Institute of Spices
Research (IISR) got patent for black pepper micronutrient foliar formulation.

+ The application for this was submitted in 2013.

+ Its formulation was developed by a team comprising of three scientists - Dr. V.
Srinivasan, Dr. S. Hamza and Dr. R. Dinesh.
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INS Sandhayak
% It is Hydrographic survey ship.
s It is the first of its class indigenously designed and built.

R/

+ It was decommissioned recently after 40 years of service.

% The ship had undertaken approximately 200 major hydrographic surveys and
numerous minor surveys.

+ The ship has also been an active participant in many significant operations such
as:

o Op Pawan - assisting the Indian Peace Keeping Force in Sri Lanka in 1987.
o Op Rainbow - rendering humanitarian assistance post 2004 Tsunami.

o Participation in the maiden joint Indo-US HADR Exercise ‘Tiger-Triumph’.

NTPC - UN’s CEO Water Mandate
s NTPC Ltd, has become a signatory of UN Global Compact’s CEO Water Mandate
s NTPC is India’s largest power utility.

% CEO Water Mandate is a coveted league of companies focusing on efficient water
management.

+ Chairman and Managing Director of NTPC Gurdeep Singh, has joined a select
group of business leaders.

QﬁAl' Cc

vadididl | S @ CEO

%5 WATER
NTPC )\

f
¥/ MANDATE

S

ASPAGNII

+ The Department of Biotechnology - National Institute of Immunology receives
ASPAGNII trademark for India’s First Indigenous Tumour Antigen SPAG9.

s SPAG9 was discovered by Dr Anil Suri in 1998.

s Currently, ASPAGNII is being used in dendritic cell based immunotherapy in
cervical, ovarian cancer and will be used in breast cancer.
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India slips two spots on achieving SDG
+ India’s rank has slipped by two places from last year to 117.

+ It has got this result on the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) adopted
as a part of the 2030 agenda by 193 United Nations member states in 2015.

+ India ranks fifth after the four South Asian countries - Bhutan, Nepal, Sri Lanka
and Bangladesh.

¢ The overall SDG score of India is 61.9 out of 100.

« The report said Jharkhand and Bihar are the least prepared to meet the SDGs
by 2030.

+ The report also said that India ranked 168 out of 180 countries in terms of
Environmental Performance Index.

)
SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

Norms for employing retired officials

% The Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) has laid down a defined procedure for
getting vigilance clearance before employing a retired official on a contractual or
consultancy basis.

Procedure

+ Before offering employment the vigilance clearance from the employer
organisation, from which the officer has retired, should be obtained.

+ In case a retired officer served in more than one organisation, clearance has to
be obtained from all of them where the person was posted in the 10 years prior
to retirement.

* A communication seeking clearance should also be sent to the CVC.
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« If the employee is found involved in any vigilance-related matter or not cleared
from the vigilance point of view, the erstwhile employer organisation would be
responsible for all consequential actions.

Centre amends Civil Services Pension Rules

+ The Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions informed that the
Central Civil Services (Pension) Rules, 1972 are being amended.

+ The newly amended Civil Services Pension Rules state that no retired official of
security and intelligence organizations will publish material, including
information about their experience and expertise gained in the organizations,
without clearance from the head of the organization.

% In case of any failure to abide by the rules, their pension can be withheld or
withdrawn in part of full.

Group for fixing minimum wages

+¢ The Union Labour and Employment Ministry had set up an expert group for fixing
minimum wages and national floor minimum wages.

+ The group, set up for three years, would be chaired by Professor Ajit Mishra,
director of the Institute of Economic Growth.

s The decision is part of the Centre’s implementation of the Code on Wages, 2019.

+ Code on Wages, 2019 mandates a statutory national level floor wage.

E-100 Ethanol Project
+ PM Modi launched the E-100 Project.

s It was launched with the aim of setting up a network for production and
distribution of ethanol in India.

+ Prime Minister also launched ‘Report of the Expert Committee on Road Map for
ethanol blending in India 2020-2025".

+ It was released in line with the theme of World Environment Day - “promotion of
biofuels for a better environment”.

s PM Modi also launched a Pilot Project of E 100 ethanol dispensing stations at
three locations in Pune.

+ The government has reset the target to achieve 20 per cent ethanol blending in
petrol by 2025.

« Earlier this target was to be met by 2030.
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YounTab scheme

< Ladakh Lt Governor has launched the YounTab scheme for students in the Union
Territory to encourage digital learning.

+ It is an initiative of Department of School Education.
+ Under the scheme, 12,300 tablets with pre-loaded online and offline content.
s It includes textbooks, video lectures and online class applications.

% It would be distributed to government school students from Class 6th to 12th.

Ladakh
YounTab
Free
Tablet
Scheme

Performance Grading Index

HOW THE REGION FARED
The states and UTs were stored on 70 parameters under five main heads

State ; Leaming outcomes, :Aaess Infra and | Equity | Governance Total
(Rank) | quadity (180) (30) facllities (150) | (230) | processes (360) (1000)
| ] | .

HP{13) |
J&K (26)

% The Ministry of Education has released the Performance Grading Index (PGI) for
2019-20.

% PGl is a tool to grade all States and UTs on their performance across 70 indicators
on school education.

s It was first published in 2019 with reference year 2017-18.
Findings

®

% Punjab, Chandigarh, Tamil Nadu, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, and Kerala
occupy the highest-grade A++ in 2019-20.

+ Delhi, Gujarat, Haryana, Rajasthan, Puducherry, Dadra and Nagar Haveli are in
the A+ category.

+ Punjab has scored the maximum points for governance and management.

46


https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

A

SHANKAR
IAS ACADEMY

t THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

it

TNPRPSC THERVU PETTAGAM
Information is a Blessing
A Shankar IAS Academy Initiative

% Bihar and Meghalaya have scored the lowest in terms of infrastructure and

facilities.

Grade sheet

Three States, Punjab, Tamil Nadu and Kerala, attained a
score of more than 900 out of 1,000 in the Education
Ministry’s Performance Grading Index for 2019-20

PGI SCORE (2019-20)

Punjab
929 Persnnnsnanan

Gujarat
884

! . Andhra Pradesh
R e 8n

' oL
Golden Langur
the pr e of Badkla

s 4.
j 545 929

Raimona reserve forest in Kokrajhar district has been upgraded to sixth national

park of Assam.

This forest comes under Bodoland Territorial Region (BTR) across the border with

Bhutan.

Assam already has five national parks,
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o Kaziranga National Park
o Manas National Park,
o Nameri National Park,
o Orang National Park and

o Dibru-Saikhowa National Park.

Anemia Mukt Bharat Index 2020-21

72
°

Himachal Pradesh has climbed to the third spot in the Anaemia Mukt Bharat

Index 2020-21 national ranking.

It has the score of 57.1.

Madhya Pradesh is in the first position with a score of 64.1
It is followed by Odisha with a score of 59.3.
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Surakshit Hum Surakshit Tum Abhiyaan

0
0‘0

NITI Aayog and Piramal Foundation launched ‘Surakshit Hum Surakshit Tum
Abhiyaan’.

+ This is to provide home-care support to asymptomatic covid-19 patients or
patients with mild symptoms.

% This campaign was launched in 112 Aspirational Districts.
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% This campaign will be supported by Piramal Foundation.

« It will work with district magistrates to support training of NGOs and volunteers.

., o+ Aspirational
ole. districts | g
" collaborative Piramal
N'T' Aayog PN - HUT - T Foundation

Tum Abhiyaan

12 ASPIRATIONAL 1000+ MOTHER
DISTRICTS NGOs

2 MILLION+
01 Lm‘r?;ps FAMILIES TO BE
SRR SUPPORTED

India wind energy market outlook
+ It was released by Global Wind Energy Council.
% As per the report, India has a pipeline of 10.3 GW in Central and State markets.

@,

+ These pipelines will drive installations until 2023.

R/

+ This report highlights India will install 20 GW of wind energy capacity by 2021-
25.

R/

s India’s total installed wind power capacity was 38 GW, as of February 2021.
% It has the fourth largest installed wind power capacity worldwide.

R/

s European Union is the leading market in wind energy having around 48 GW of
installed capacity.

Hike in MSP

+ The Central government has hiked the minimum support price (MSP) for common
paddy, pulses, oilseeds and coarse cereals.

+ The decision was taken by the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs.

Note

% The Union Budget for 2018-19 had announced that MSP would be kept at levels
of 1.5 the cost of production.

49


https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

] TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM
0% Information is a Blessing
A Shankar IAS Academy Initiative

SHANKAR
IAS ACADEMY

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

% The MSP is fixed twice a year on the recommendations of the Commission for
Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP).

« CACP is a statutory body and submits separate reports recommending prices for
kharif and rabi seasons.

PADDY GETS MODEST RAISE

New MSP of kharif crops in 2021-22
NEW

CROP wMsp* % (ABSOLUTE™) HIKE
Sesamum 7,307
~ Groundnut 5,550
. Tur 6300 [N
B Urad 6,300
~ Baja 2,250 [
; Jowar 2,738 [§

_ Cotton 5,726 [CITVINNNNNN 3 S

T B BN L
*Z per quintal; Paddy (common), Jowar (hybrid), Cotton (medium staple)

Green airports recognition

% GMR Airports-run Delhi and Hyderabad airports have been felicitated by the
Airports Council International (ACI) Asia-Pacific Green Airports Recognition
2021.

s They got this recognition for their environment sustainable initiatives.

+ The Delhi International Airport Limited (DIAL) has been awarded the Platinum
Recognition in the over 25 Million Passengers Per Annum (MPPA) category.

+ Hyderabad International Airport Limited (GHIAL) received the Gold Recognition
by the ACI in the below 25 Million Passengers Per Annum (MPPA) category.

+ The program’s objective

50


https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

SHANKAR
IAS ACADEMY

r THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

2 TNRPSC THERVU PETTAGAM
0% Information is a Blessing
%;\\?5' A Shankar IAS Academy Initiative

o Is to promote environmental best practices to minimize aviation’s impact on
the environment and

o Is to recognize airport members who have outstanding accomplishments in
their environmental projects.

+ The theme of ACI’s Green Airports Recognition programme for 2021 was 'Air
Quality Management'.

Platinum Gold Silver
Indira Gondhi Hong Kon Tooyvan international
International Airport International Airpor! Airpart

All India Survey on Higher Education

+ Ministry of Education has released latest edition of “All India Survey on Higher
Education” (AISHE) 2019-2020.

% As per the survey, numbers of institutions of national importance have increased
to 135 in 2020 from 75 in 2015.

% There has been a growth of 11.4 per cent in student enrolment from 2015-16 to
2019-20.

+ The rise in female enrolment in higher education during the period is 18.2 per
cent.

+ Total enrolment in higher education is 3.85 crore (Improved by 3.04%) in 2019-
20.

% It was 3.74 crore in 2018-19 & 3.42 crore in 2014-15.

s Gender parity Index has also improved (1.01).

+ Number of PhDs has increased by 60 per cent since 2015.
Tamil Nadu

% Tamil Nadu as it has a gross enrolment ratio (GER) of 51.4% in higher education,
almost double the national average,
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+ In fact, the state’s GER exceeds the National Education Policy’s target of 50% to
be achieved in the year 2030.

< The state’s GER has increased from 32.9% in 2010-11 to 51.4% in 2019-20.

g Ministry of Education

=2 Government of india

As per AISHE 2019-20,
Gross Enrolment Ratio
(GER) in Higher education
in India is 27.1%.

India’s 1st VSC based HVDC system

« Power Grid Corporation of India Ltd (PGCIL) has fully commissioned India's first
Voltage Source Convertor (VSC) based HVDC (high voltage direct current)
electricity transmission system.

+ This project strengthens the power system of the southern region of the country.

+ The PGCIL commissioned Monopole-I of the 320 kV, 2000 MW, Pugalur (Tamil
Nadu) Thrissur (Kerala) Voltage Source Convertor (VSC) based High Voltage
Direct Current (HVDC) System.

Prana, VaU and Svasta

R/

+ The Indian Space Research Organisation’s Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre
(VSSC), had developed three different types of ventilators and an oxygen
concentrator.

v They were named as Prana, VaU and Svasta.

+ Prana is meant to deliver respiratory gas to the patient by automated
compression of an Ambu bag.

% Svasta is designed to work without electric power.

% VaU is a low-cost ventilator.
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GER in India
s Gross enrolment ratio in higher education is calculated for the 18-23 age group

% Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher education in India is 27.1 per cent for
2019-20

« It is an improvement from previous year’s 26.3 per cent.

+ For Scheduled Castes, the ratio is 23.4 per cent and for Scheduled Tribes, it is
18 per cent.

+ The highest GER is in Sikkim, at 76%.
« Tamilnadu is at 51%
% Karnataka is at 32%

+ The other states are Kerala (39%), Telangana (36%), AP (35%) and Maharashtra
(32.3%).

Y/

+ In terms of Student enrolment (In Numbers), Uttar Pradesh occupies the first
place.

% It has 49.1% male and 50.9% female students.
% It is followed by Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu.

% The number of universities has increased by 30.5% from 799 in 2015-16 to 1043
in 2019-20.

s Of the 42,343 colleges in the Country, 60.56% are located in rural areas and
10.75% of colleges are exclusively for girls.

* And the majority of the colleges (78.6%) in the country, are privately managed,
led by Andhra Pradesh (81%), Telangana (80%), Uttar Pradesh (78.5%), and Tamil
Nadu (77.6%).

+ Maharashtra tops in the enrolment of students in universities (including
constituent units) with 9,67,034, followed by Tamil Nadu with 9,26,490 students,
and Delhi with 8,16,110 students.

GROSS ENROLMENT RATIO

27.1%

26.3%

2014-15 2018-19 201920
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Rainfall - May 2021

s As per Indian Meteorological Department (IMD), May 2021 received second
highest rainfall in 121 years.

% Rainfall over India as a whole for May month of 2021 was recorded as 107.9
millimetres.

+ This is 74 percent more than its Long Period Average (LPA) of 62 mm.

+ Highest ever rainfall was occurred in year 1990 with recorded rainfall of
110.7mm.

+» Tauktae cyclone formed over Arabian Sea and Cyclone Yaas was developed over
Bay of Bengal were the main reasons for this.

Increase in Organic farm products exports

+ The exports of India’s organic farm products have increased to 51 percent in
2020-21.

v Farm exports have increased over 17 percent to 41.25 billion dollars in last fiscal.
% Organic farming in India is in beginning stage.

Y/

+ Madhya Pradesh tops with 0.76 million ha of area under organic cultivation.

Y/

s It equals to the 27 per cent of India’s total organic cultivation area.

Namaste Yoga

+ A mobile application devoted to Yoga called “Namaste Yoga” was launched
recently.

+ This was launched in an event was organised by Ministry of Ayush in association
with Morarji Desai National Institute of Yoga.

% Namaste Yoga app is designed as an information platform for public.

+ It was launched with the aim of raising awareness about yoga and make it
accessible for larger community.

FAME-II scheme - Amended

% Ministry of Heavy Industry has announced major amendments in ongoing FAME-
IT scheme.

% Ministry has fixed incentives for India-made electric two-wheelers.
% Earlier, subsidy rate for electric two-wheelers was Rs 10,000/kWh.

+ It has been increased to Rs 15,000/kWh.
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44th meeting of GST Council
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Recommendations of 44% GST Council meeting

% No. | Description Present 5T ERate
CGA5T Eate | recommended by
G5T Council

A Medicines

1 Tocthzumab 5% Ml

2 Amphotericin B 5% Ml

3. Ant-Cozgulants like Heparin 12% 3%

4 Remdesivr 12% 5%

3 Any other dmg recommended by Ministry of | Applicable | 5%
Health and Famaly Welfare (MoHFW) and Rate
Dept. of Pharma (DaP) for Covid treatment

B. Oxygen, Oxygen generation equipment and related medical devices

L Madical Grade Cxygen 12% 3%

2 Treygen Concentrator! Generator, including 12% 5%
personal imports thereof

i Ventilators 12% 3%

4 Venfilator muasks / canula ! helmet 12% %

3. BiPAP Machine 12% 3%

6. High flowr nasal carmla (HFNC) device 12% 3%

. Testing Kit: and Aachines

L Covid Testing Eits 12% 3%

2 Specified Inflammatory Diagnostic Kits, 12% 3%
namely D-Dhimer, IL-6, Femtn and LDH

D Oher Covid-1% related relief material

1. Pulze Cometers, el personal mports thereof | 12% 5%

2 Hand Santtizer 18% 5%

3. Temperature check equpment 18% 3%

4 Gas/Electic/other finnaces for crematonum, 18% 5%
meluding their mstallafion, ete.

3. Ambulances 28% 12%

Thesze rate reductions'exemptions shall remain in force up to 30 September 2021,

Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on June 12, 2021.

% 44th meeting of Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council was chaired by Finance

% GST Council has accepted recommendations of Group of Ministers (GoM) which

was set up to look on tax relief on Covid-19 medical supplies.

% Several changes in GST rate have been made.

+ This would be applicable till September 30, 2021.

been reduced from 12 percent to 5 percent.

55

s GST rate for ambulances has been reduced from 28 percent to 12 percent.
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Rate on hand sanitisers has been reduced from 18 percent to 5 percent.

For temperature check equipment, rate was reduced from 18 percent to 5
percent.

5% GST tax will be applicable on pulse oximeters, including personal imports,
from earlier 12 percent.

On specified inflammatory diagnostic kits was reduced from 12 percent to 5
percent.

GST rates on gas or electric or other furnaces used in crematorium including the
installation charges has been reduced to 5% from 18%.

No GST rate would be imposed on Covid-19 related drugs including Tocilizumab
and Amphotericin B.

Earlier it was kept at 5 percent.

GST rates on anticoagulants such as Heparin and Remdesivir have been cut to 5
percent from 12 percent.

5% tax would be applied on ventilator masks or cannula or helmets.

Copperplate inscriptions found at Srisailam temple

5 ‘g\% g -)"Zé"\"-‘ TSR "‘\‘S\ T VR R
=) - B . \ :

The Bhramarambha Mallikarjuna Devasthanam, engaged in reviving ancient
Ganta Matham near Srisailam temple complex.

Six sets of copperplate inscriptions were found.
18 copper leaves were found.

It could be dated back to somewhere between 14 and 16 centuries.
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< Out of the six sets,

o four have inscriptions in Sanskrit and Nandi-Nagari script and

o the other two plates are in Telugu script.

Pyrostria laljii

< A 15-metre-tall tree that belongs to genus of the coffee family has recently been
discovered in Andaman Islands.

+ The new species Pyrostria laljii, is also the first record of the genus Pyrostria in
India.

+ Trees belonging to these species are usually found in Madagascar.

Hallmarking of Gold jewellery

Purity Jewellery
of Goid ldentification Mark
The BIS | Assay Year of

Logo | Center Hallmarking

" S

v The Government had made hallmarking of gold jewellery as mandatory.
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The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) has been established for this purpose.
Gold hallmarking is a purity certification for precious metal.

Thus, from 15 June 2021, jewellers will only be allowed to sell gold jewellery of
14, 18 and 22 carats.

MoU on cooperation on domestic worker recruitment

R/
0’0

Y/
°

Y/
0.0

Y/
0.0

India and Kuwait signed an MoU on cooperation on domestic worker recruitment
recently.

This MoU will bring Indian domestic workers in Gulf nation within the legal
framework.

This will provide them protection under law.

MoU was signed between Indian Ambassador Sibi George and Deputy Minister
for Foreign Affairs of Kuwait Majdi Ahmad Al-Dhafiri.

Political donations

Y/
0.0

Y/
0.0

The Bharatiya Janata Party has topped the list of individual and corporate
donations, pocketing around Rs 750 crore in 2019-20.

The amount received by the Congress during the same period was Rs 139 crore.

This is the seventh year in a row that the BJP has topped the list of political
donations.

Deep Ocean Mission

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved the
implementation of “Deep Ocean Mission”.

This mission is proposed by the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES).

This is to explore the deep ocean for resources and develop deep-sea technologies
for sustainable use of ocean resources.

This is a 5 year Mission.
The first phase will be carried during 2021-2024.

The main objective of the Deep Ocean Mission is to support the Blue Economy
Initiatives of the Government of India.

The Ministry of Earth Sciences will be the nodal Ministry for implementing this.
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India’s foreign student population

% India’s foreign student population inched closer to 50,000 in 2019-20.

R/

+ According to an education ministry survey, the cumulative 2019-20 foreign
student population of 49,348 was slightly more than the figure of 47,427 reported
in 2018-19.

72

+» This indicates India is still far from its aim to be a study-abroad destination with
200,000 foreign students.

+ The Highest share of foreign students come from the neighbouring countries.

o Nepal contributes 28.1%,

o Afghanistan 9.1%,

o Bangladesh 4.6% and

o Bhutan 3.8%,
% Among states, Karnataka hosts the highest number of foreign students (10,231).
+ Tamil Nadu (4,461) stands at Sth.

Conference of BRICS Network Universities 2021

+ The Indian Institute of Technology Bombay (IIT Bombay) hosted a three-day
virtual “Conference of BRICS Network Universities”.

+ This conference is being held as a part of India’s Chairmanship of the 13th BRICS
Summit in 2021.

+ The theme of the Conference of BRICS Network Universities is “Electric Mobility”.

NGRS (3

BRICS NETWORK UNIVERSITY WORLD CONFERENCE
ON
ELECTRIC MOBILITY

NAFED Fortified Rice Bran 0Oil

+ The Department of Food and Public Distribution today E-launched “NAFED
Fortified Rice Bran Oil”.

+ Rice bran oil is the oil extracted from the hard outer brown layer of rice called
chalff (rice husk).
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% Rice Bran oil from NAFED (National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing
Federation of India) will be fortified.

% It will be ensured that it will contain additional nutrients and vitamins.

% This initiative will significantly reduce the country’s consumption dependence on
imported edible oil in the future.

Global Yoga Conference 2021

% Dr Harsh Vardhan, Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare addressed the
inaugural ceremony of Global Yoga Conference 2021.

+ The event was organised by ‘Mokshayatan Yog Sansthan’ along with the Ministry
of AYUSH, Government of India &Indian Council for Cultural Relations.

+ This was organised to mark the occasion of the 7th International Day of Yoga
which falls on 21st June 2021.

Desertification and Land Degradation Atlas of India
+ It has been published by Space Application Centre, ISRO, Ahmedabad.
% The Atlas provides state wise area of degraded lands for the time frame 2018-19.

+ It was released on the occasion of the World Day to Combat Desertification and
Drought, observed on 17 June.
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National Maritime Heritage Complex (NMHC)

+ The Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways and Ministry of Culture have
signed a MoU for Cooperation in Development of National Maritime Heritage
Complex at Lothal, Gujarat.

+ The NMHC would be developed as an international tourist destination.

+ Here the maritime heritage of India from ancient to modern times would be
showcased.

+ The unique feature of NMHC is the recreation of ancient Lothal city (City of
Ancient Indus valley civilization).

MOU FOR DEVELOPMENT OF
NMHC AT LOTHAL, GUJARAT

—o Mol signed between MoPSW & Ministry of Culture

o World class Historical Site showcasing India’s rich
Marifime Heritage

-0 Includes National Maritime Museum, Maritime Heritage
based Theme Park, Maritime Research Institute,
Nature Conservation Park

o State Pavilians and 14 Galleries highlighting diverse
Maritime Heritage of India

oo@ MansukhMandviya '\. www.MansukhMandaviya.in

IN-EUNAVFOR

% For the first time the Indian Navy is participated in joint drills with the European
Union Naval Force comprising warships from the French, Spanish and Italian
navies.

s It was held in the Gulf of Aden.
+ The Indian Naval Ship Trikand participated in this.
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India’s new trilateral

+ India-Italy-dapan launched their trilateral recently.

« It was launched to create stability and a rules-based international order based

on the consent of all, not on the power of the few in the Indo-Pacific region.

+ Last year, India-France-Australia launched a trilateral mechanism.

Section 79 of IT Act

FACES CRIMINAL LIABILITY OVER CONTENT

> Twitter's top executives,
including its India MD, may
now face police questioning
and criminal liability under
IPC over ‘unlawful' and
‘inflammatory’ content posted
on the platform by any user

> It is the only US platform to
have lost the ive shield
granted under Section 79 of the
IT Act. Others such as Google,

YouTube, Facebook, WhatsApp
and Instagram remain
protected in India

> These companies had to
appoint statutory officers by
May 25, but many blamed the
lockdown and tech challenges
for their initial failure to
comply with the rules on time.
On June 5, the Centre issued
“one last notice” to Twitter

] TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM

An interim chief compliance officer has
been retained and details will be shared
- with the (Union IT) ministry directly soon.
Twitter continues to make every effort to comply
- with the new guidelines ~Twitter
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« Twitter has lost its safe harbour immunity in India.

0,

+ This is because of its failure of appointing statutory officers, as required by the
new IT rules of the Indian Government.

0,

+ This means Twitter will no longer be protected under Section 79 of the IT Act.

+ Therefore top executives of Twitter will now be liable for all the content on its
platform that is considered inflammatory or considered unlawful in nature.

Second National Sickle Cell Conclave

+ The Minister of Tribal Affairs, Arjun Munda, inaugurated the Second National
Sickle Cell Conclave.

% It is being organised by Ministry of Tribal Affairs in association with Federation
of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FICCI), Apollo Hospitals, Novartis,
Piramal Foundation etc.

Y/

« It will arrange discussions about latest advances and future trends in treatment
of Sickle cell disease.
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MoU between India and Bhutan

+ India and Bhutan have signed a MoU to develop cooperation between two
countries in the area of environment.

% The MoU was signed virtually by Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change Prakash Javadekar.

®

« It will open new vistas of bilateral cooperation in the area of climate change, waste
management etc.
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General Elections 2019: An Atlas

< The Election Commission of India released ‘General Elections 2019: An Atlas’
recently.

+ This Atlas was released by Chief Election Commissioner Sushil Chandra and
Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar and Election Commissioner Anup Chandra
Pandey.

+ This document would be beneficial to researchers and academicians and help in
exploring vast landscape of Indian elections.

+ This General Election Atlas comprises of all statistical figures and data of General
Elections 2019.

Flag Satyagraha

+ The Ministry of Culture on 18th June had organised a programme to observe the
Flag Satyagraha in Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh.

% The Flag Satyagraha is a movement by the freedom fighters that shook the British
government.

+ It infused a new life into the freedom movement.
+ It is also called the Jhanda Satyagraha.
s It was held in Jabalpur and Nagpur in 1923.

Ajit Mishra expert group

+ The Central Government has constituted an Expert Group under the
Chairmanship of Professor Ajit Mishra.

% He is a renowned economist.

+ The committee is to provide technical inputs and recommendations on fixation of
Minimum Wages and National Floor Wages to the Government.

Ease of Living Index

» Bengaluru has been named as the most liveable city of India.

+ This is according to the Ease of Living Index 2020.

+ This was released by the Centre for Science and Environment (CSE).

v The Ease of Living Index 2020 is part of the report titled State of India’s
Environment 2021.

+ Bengaluru is followed by Chennai, Shimla, Bhubaneshwar, and Mumbai.
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Each city was rated out of 100 in all parameters.
The Ease of Living Index 2020 is the second edition of the index.

The first one was launched in 2018.
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Jaan Hai to Jahaan Hai Awareness Campaign

It is launched by the Ministry of Minority Affairs.

It is a nationwide awareness campaign to create awareness on Corona
vaccination in rural and remote areas of the country.

It is also to “Crush and Curb” the rumours and apprehensions regarding the on-
going vaccination drive.

CASSAVA - Bioethanol production

The ICAR-Central Tuber Crops Research Institute (CTCRI) has found CASSAVA
as a raw material for bioethanol production.

This will help to meet Ethanol Blending Petrol (EBP) programme target of 2025
by India.

Cassava is having a high starch content.

It also has ability to grow under low management conditions.
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Four-member Takeover Panel - SEBI

R/

% The Markets regulator Security and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has
reconstituted its four-member Takeover Panel.

0,

« The Takeover Panel looks into the applications that seek exemption from the
mandatory open offer that an acquirer needs to make to minority shareholders.

% SEBI has appointed N Venkatram MD and CEO, Deloitte India as the new
member of this Takeover Panel.

«» SEBI had first constituted this Takeover Panel in November 2007.

72

« It was constituted under the chairmanship of former Bank of Baroda chairman
K Kannan.

ZyCoV-D Vaccine

% Indian pharmaceutical company Zydus Cadila is soon going to apply Central
Drugs Regulator (DGCI) for emergency approval of the corona vaccine ZyCoV-D.

« If approved, it will be the world’s first DNA-based vaccine.
« With this, the number of vaccines available in the country will increase to 4.
+ ZyCoV-D is a needle free vaccine and will be fitted with a jet injector.

Y/

+ It will be given in three dosages.

Bengaluru in Top 5 technology centers in Asia Pacific

v The Report named ‘Growth Engines of Innovation: How Asia Pacific Technology
Hubs are Reshaping Regional Real Estate’ was recently released by Colliers.

+ Bengaluru has emerged as the top five technology centres in the APAC region.
% Hyderabad is ranked in the Top 10 list.

% Beijing, Shanghai, Bengaluru, Shenzhen and Singapore currently rank as the top
five technology centres in APAC.
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Antibodies of Nipah Virus found in India

% A survey by the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) and the National
Institute of Virology has picked up samples with the possible presence of
antibodies against the Nipah virus in some bat species.

+ The samples were from a cave in Mahabaleshwar, Maharashtra.

The survey was aimed at studying the prevalence of the Nipah virus (NiV) in bats
of India.

+ It is considered as one of the top-10 global priority list pathogens identified by
the World Health Organization (WHO).

% India has experienced four NiV outbreaks.
< The most recent outbreak started in Kerala in 2018.

% Nipah is considered dangerous as there is no medicine or vaccines and the death
rate among those affected is high.

FIRST NIPAH DETECTION IN MAHARASHTRA

» Infected bats
B[ Nipah Virus (NiV) is on the NIPAH IN INDIA x shed the virus in
LI top 10 pathogen list of WHO | Indiahas experienced ¥ V| excretion & itcan
o RO - . B four Niv outbreaks, with |/ | jumptohumans
» First identified in Malaysia in 1998-99 during CFR ranging from 65 to 100% T
an encephalitis-like outbreak among pigs and pig | y; iy siggur district, West Bengat | fatal, causing
handers with a casefatamy mte (CFR) of 40% 907 Nadia dstrctinWiest Benga | swellng ofbrain
ol 2013 in Kozhikode district in kemla | (encephaiitis)

with 18 deaths after signs of
W 010 n koshikode | Tespiratory iiness
MAHABALESHWAR FINDINGS
8| > large frui-eating from a Mahabaleshwar

Pteropus medius batssaid  cave testedin 2020
tobeNiVresenwirinindia » Antbodies found In
» 65 Rousettus 33 leschenaulti and one
leschenaulti (medium Pipstreliusbhat
fruit-eating) batsand » First report of possidle
15 (tiny, insectivorous) NiV nfection inR
Pipistrelius pipistrelus leschenauitii bats in India

' Researchers test bats in Kozhlkode in 2018

9th Asian Ministerial Energy Roundtable
+ India will host 9th Asian Ministerial Energy Roundtable (AMER9) next year.
+ The announcement was made by the International Energy Forum (IEF).

s The event will take forward the understandings reached in the previous meeting
held in Abu Dhabi in 2018.

+ The 2018 meeting was co-hosted by India.

% The 2018 meeting focused on global energy security in the age of change.
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India’s best employers among Nation-Builders 2021 - NTPC

R/

+ For the first time, NTPC won recognition as India’s Best Employers among Nation-
Builders 2021.

0,

+ It has been recognized as the ‘Great Place to Work’ for the 15th straight year by
the Great Places to Work Institute.

« It has been ranked at 38th.

72

+ It was ranked 47 last year.

72

« NTPC, a Maharatna Community and Public Sector Unit, works under the Ministry
of Power.

Green rating system for High-Speed Rail

+ Indian Green Building Council (IGBC) in association with the National High-
Speed Rail Corporation Ltd (NHSRCL) has launched the Green rating system for
High-Speed Rail.

+ The IGBC Green HSR rating system is a first-of-its- kind in the world.

« It is exclusively developed to address the sustainability aspects of High-Speed
Rail (HSR) projects.

« The rating system is developed aligning the requirements with the UN
Sustainable Development Goals.

India's largest solar carport

+ Tata Motors and Tata Power inaugurated India's largest solar carport at the Tata
Motors car plant at Chikhali in Pune.

% The 6.2 megawatt peak (MWp) solar carport will generate 86.4 lakh kilowatt hour
(kWh) of electricity per year.
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s It is estimated to reduce 7,000 tonnes of carbon emissions annually.

Nano Urea Fertilizer Plant

% The Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative (IFFCO) will set up a nano urea liquid
manufacturing plant in Argentina.

« It is to be done with a partnership with two agencies,
o Instituto Nacional de Asociativismoy Economia Social (INAES) and
o The Cooperative Confederation of Argentina 'Cooperar'.

+» The use of nano urea will have,
o a huge impact on the quality of underground water and

o a very significant reduction of global warming.

Merger of CWC-CRWC

Govt Approves.

Merger of Central
Railside Warehouse
Company Ltd. with
Central Warehousing
Corporation

~
Optimum

Capacity
Utilisation

% The Union Cabinet has approved merger of Central Railside Warehouse Company
(CRWC) and its holding enterprise Central Warehousing Corporation (CWC).

+ These Companies were merged with the aim of improving efficiency and increase
financial savings.

s With the merger, it is expected that, management expenditure of Railside
Warehouse Complexes (RWCs) will be reduced by Rs 5 crore.
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+ CRWC is a Public Sector Enterprise of Mini-Ratna status of Category-II.

+ It was incorporated on in 2007 under the Companies Act, 1956.

Toyconomy

s Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, interacted with participants of Toycathon-2021
through video conferencing.

+ During the meeting, PM Modi highlighted the importance of toys and game
industry in Indian Economy.

% Toy and Game Industry was termed as ‘Toyconomy’ by him.
Toycathon-2021

% It was a joint initiative by the Ministry of Education, Women and Child
Development Ministry, Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, Textile
Ministry, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting and All India Council for
Technical Education.

« It was launched on 5th January 2021.

+ It aims to promote India as a global toy manufacturing hub.

India - US PASSEX

+ The Indian Navy and the Air Force had a two-day passage exercise with U.S. Navy
Carrier Strike Group (CSG) Ronald Reagan.

+ The passage exercise was in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR).

% Indian Navy’s INS Kochi and Teg, along with P-8I long-range maritime patrol
aircraft and MiG 29K fighters, participated in the exercise.

Smart City Awards 2020
s Smart City Awards 2020 was announced under the ‘Smart Cities Mission’.

v Uttar Pradesh was ranked as top performing state under India Smart Cities
Award Contest 2020.

v Madhya Pradesh came second while Tamil Nadu at third position.

% Surat and Indore won best smart cities award for their overall performance in
2020.

% Best union territory award was conferred to Chandigarh.

+ These awards were announced to mark six years of three urban transformative
missions.
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+» Those missions are,
o Smart Cities Mission,
o Atal Mission for Urban Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) and

o Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban.

Indore Surat

Pinaka rocket - Enhanced version

+ The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has successfully
test fired an extended range version of “Pinaka” rocket.

+ This Test fire was carried at Integrated Test Range (ITR) in Chandipur, Odisha.

+ This 122 mm Calibre rockets were launched with the help of Multi-Barrel Rocket
Launcher (MBRL).

+ The enhanced version has been developed by Pune based Armament Research
and Development Establishment (ARDE) in association with High Energy
Materials Research Laboratory (HEMRL).

R/

+ They got manufacturing support from Economic Explosives Limited, Nagpur.

R/

+ Enhanced Systems can destroy targets kept at distances up to 45 kilometres.

India’s first Indigenous Aircraft Carrier

+ India’s first Indigenous Aircraft Carrier (IAC-I), is planned to be commissioned by
2022.

% Once commissioned, the carrier will be named as INS Vikrant, in memory of
India’s first aircraft carrier.

v The IAC-1 carrier is being built at the Cochin Shipyard Limited (CSL), Kochi,
Kerala, under a public-private partnership.
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Digital Skill Champions Program
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NSDC & WhatsApp
launch

Digital Skill Champions Program

Offering skill development and
entrepreneurship opportunities
for the youth

+ The National Skill Development Corporation and WhatsApp announced an
alliance to launch the Digital Skill Champions Program.

+ This aims to train India’s youth on digital skills, in order to make them
employment ready.

@,

+ The partnership identifies two broad areas of collaboration viz., WhatsApp Digital
Skills Academy and Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Kendra (PMKK) and WhatsApp
Business App Training sessions.

Paribartan Electoral Trust

+ Paribartan Electoral Trust has anonymously disbursed Rs 3 crore it received from
Birla Corporation in 2019-20 using electoral bonds.

« This is the first time that an electoral trust has taken the bonds route to disburse
corporate donations to unnamed political parties.

% Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) has alleged that the use of electrical
bonds route is “against the spirit” of the Electoral Trusts Scheme, 2013 and
Income Tax Rules, 1962.

Electoral Trusts Scheme, 2013

s Electoral Trust is a non-profit organization formed in India for orderly receiving
of the contributions from any person.

+ The scheme was notified by the Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT).
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% The sole object of the electoral trust is to distribute the contributions received by
it to the political party.

« These Electoral Trust companies are not allowed to accept contributions from

foreign citizens or companies.

¢ The electoral trust may receive voluntary contributions from,

o An individual who is a citizen of India.

o A company which is registered in India.

o A firm or Hindu undivided family or an Association of persons or a body of
individuals, resident in India.

Covovax

« Serum Institute of India has begun manufacturing the first batch of Covovax.
s Itis a Covid-19 vaccine developed by Novavax Inc.

s Novavax is an US-based biotechnology company.

Project Seabird
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s It is the largest naval infrastructure project for India.

+ The project aims at creation of a naval base at Karwar (Karnataka) on the west
coast of India.

+ Upon completion, the program will provide Indian Navy with its largest naval base
on the west coast.

+ It will also be the largest naval base east of the Suez Canal.

Fame II extended

+ Fame or Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of Hybrid and Electric Vehicles
(Fame) scheme’s first phase began on 1 April 2015.

« It was extended till 31 March 2019.

% The second phase (Fame-2) that began on 1 April 2019 is to end on 31 March
2022.

% The Union government has now extended the scheme to promote electric mobility
by two years till 31 March 2024.

A Big Push Towards

PM's Vision of
Sustainable Transportation
under FAME Scheme .

FAME Phase Il

Reling impiemented for 3 yvears wef Ist
Aprilfi9, with a budgetary support of
IC.000 crore

TO support approx. 7000 e-Buses, S lakh
e~-3 Whaealars, 55000 e-4 Wheealer
Passangar Cars, 10 lakh -2 ' Whaolers &
crealion of Charging infrastrocture

670 new Elactric busas sanctioned for
Maharashbra, Goa, Gujarat & Chardigarh

241 new Charging Stations sanctioned for Madhya
Pradesh, Tarmill Nadu, Kerala, Gujarat & Port Biair

Agni-Prime

+ India successfully carried out the test-firing of a new missile of the Agni series
known as Agni-Prime off the coast of Odisha.

+ The new nuclear-capable missile is fully made up of composite material.
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+ Agni-Prime is a canisterised missile with a range capability between 1000 and
2000 kilometres.

NTPC - Energy Compact Goals

+ National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC) Limited declared its Energy Compact
Goals as part of the UN High-level Dialogue on Energy (HLDE).

+ It became the first energy company in India to declare this.

« The NTPC is the India’s largest power generating company under the Ministry of
Power.

s The NTPC has set a target to install 60 GW of renewable energy capacity by 2032.

Y/

+ The company also has aimed at a 10 per cent reduction in net energy intensity
by 2032.

Hotels 50 2021 report

WORLD'S

STREANGEST

F HOTEI
BRAND

Brand P s Ho cis s eie

R/

+ Taj has been rated as the Strongest Hotel Brand across the World by Brand
Finance.

+ This announcement was made by world’s leading brand valuation consultancy,
Brand Finance, in its annual ‘Hotels 50 2021’ report.

+ This report recognises most valuable and strongest hotel brands worldwide.

+ Taj Hotels is subsidiary of Indian Hotels Company Limited (IHCL).

% Indian Hotels Company Limited was founded by Jamsetji Tata.
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INTERNATIONAL

Steadfast Defender 21 war games

" EXERCISE
STEADFAST DEFENDER 2021

+ The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) is organising “Steadfast Defender
21 war games” military exercises in Europe as tensions with Russia increases.

Y/

+ In the war names, NATO troops, warships and dozens of aircrafts are taking part.

Y/

+ The Military exercises are taking place across Atlantic, through Europe and into
Black Sea region.

% War games are being organised with the aim of simulating response of 30-nation
military organisation for attack on any one of its members.

Germany recognises genocide

+ Germany for the first time has recognised that it committed genocide against the
Herero and Nama people in present-day Namibia during its colonial rule over a
century ago.

% Germany has also announced a fund of €1.1 billion ($1.2 billion) to help aid
community projects in Namibia.

< Between 1904 and 1908, German colonial settlers killed tens of thousands of
men, women and children from the Herero and Nama tribes after they rebelled
against colonial rule.

+ In the Battle of Waterberg around 80,000 Herero, including women and children,
were chased across the desert by German troops.

Names for corona viruses

s World Health Organisation has recommended several names, to label emerging
coronavirus variants of global concern.
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+ It named B.1.617.2 variant, identified first in India, as 'Delta’.

R/

« B.1.617.1 virus identified in India has been labelled as Kappa.’

Y/

+ ‘UK variant’ was named as ‘Alpha’.

New names proposed for Covid variants
" Country/region | Scentic ame | - WHO name
S Kent, UK B1.17 Alpha
B= South Africa  mr3s Beta
E@ ] Brazil | 1 Gamma
— India | B.1.617.2 Delta

BRICS Foreign Ministers 2021 meeting

% India is the hosting country and the chair of the BRICS Foreign Ministers 2021
meeting.

% The country chairs the meeting for the third time, after 2012 and 2016.

+ India’s External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar chaired the BRICS Foreign
Ministers meeting virtually.

"Mixing and matching" of Covid-19 vaccines

@,

% Canada has recommended “mixing and matching” of AstraZeneca, Pfizer and
Moderna Covid-19 vaccines.

R/

+ National Advisory Committee on Immunization has advised Canadians to
combine either “AstraZeneca-Oxford, Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna shots”
interchangeably for specific situations.

% Research highlights, mixing shots of AstraZeneca and Pfizer vaccines were safe
and effective in preventing the disease.

+ It recommended first shot of AstraZeneca vaccine can be followed by shots of
Moderna or Pfizer.

Sinovac gains WHO's approval

s World Health Organisation has given approval for global use of covid-19 Vaccine
by Sinovac Biotech of China.

+ WHO recommended its use for people above 18 years.
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+ Two-dose will be scheduled for it, with a gap of two to four weeks between shots.

+ Other vaccines cleared for emergency use by WHO are vaccines from Pfizer Inc.
& BioNTech SE, Johnson & Johnson, AstraZeneca Plc, and Moderna Inc.

Isaac Herzog - President of Israel

% Veteran Israeli politician, Isaac Herzog, has been elected as the President of the
country.

+ The 60-year-old Herzog will be the 11th President of Israel.

+ He will succeed Reuven Rivlin who is set to complete his tenure in July 2021 after
seven years in office.

United Nations Global Sustainable Transport Conference

Unitesd Bations #“ .;,;;

Sustainable &
Transport ~ °oiind E E
Conference an

R/

+ The second United Nations Global Sustainable Transport Conference will be held
in Beijing, China.
« It will provide an opportunity to focus attention on the opportunities, challenges

and solutions towards achieving sustainable transport worldwide.

R/

s Its first conference held in 2016 in Ashgabat, Turkmenistan.

President of the World Health Assembly

@,

+ Bhutan assumed the presidency of the World Health Assembly for the first time.

R/

+ Health Minister Dechen Wangmo was officially elected as the president of the
World Health Assembly.

« The World Health Assembly is the highest decision-making body of the World
Health Organisation.

World Sustainable Development Summit 2021

+ Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Prakash Javadekar,
addressed the summit.
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% According to him, agriculture sector alone consumes 85 percent of available
water.

« Thus, water conservation methods should be used in Agriculture to manage
available water resources efficiently.

% World Sustainable Development Summit 2021 was held under theme “Redefining
our common future: Safe & Secure Environment for All”.

% World Sustainable Development Summit is annual flagship event organised by
The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI).

s It aims to provide long-term solutions to benefit of global community by
assembling different stakeholders on single platform.

WORLD SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

SUMMIT 2021

REDEFINING OUR COMMON FUTURE: =8
SAFE AND SECURE ENVIRONMENT FOR ALL®

Red tourism

@,

+ As the Chinese Communist Party celebrates its 100th anniversary this year, the
popularity of ‘red tourism’ is at an all-time high in the country.

% Launched in 2004, Red Tourism involves visiting places that are of historical and
cultural importance to the Communist Party’s history.

R/

% It reminds people of the sacrifices made by the leaders of the Communist party
to forge a modern China.
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International Nitrogen Initiative Conference
% Recently the 8th International Nitrogen Initiative Conference held virtually.

+ This was set up in 2003 under sponsorship of the Scientific Committee on
Problems of the Environment (SCOPE) and from the International Geosphere-
Biosphere Program (IGBP).

% It is a triennial event.

% It brings together scientists from around the world dealing with reactive nitrogen
compounds in agriculture, industry, traffic, soil, water and air.

« Its objective is to stimulate an exchange among policymakers and other relevant
stakeholders of results, ideas and visions to improve future holistic management
of reactive nitrogen.

Y/

+ The program is currently a sustained partner of Future Earth.

Nitrogen in
atmosphere

Fertilizers, crop an
production

Nitrogen organic matter
in soil

Nitrate 4. Nitrite 4. Ammonium
(NO;’) soil and water gy (NO,’) soil and water (NH,*] soil and water

G7 Health Ministers meet

+ Britain hosted the Health Ministers meet from the Group of Seven (G7) countries
in Oxford.

s A G7 report on progress in efforts to improve health in developing countries was
also published.

+ Equitable access to Corona virus vaccines was at the top of the agenda during
the meeting.

80


https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

SHANKAR
IAS ACADEMY

r THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

2 TNRPSC THERVU PETTAGAM
0% Information is a Blessing
%;\\?5' A Shankar IAS Academy Initiative

I-Familia
+ It is a Global database to identify missing persons.
+ It is launched by Interpol.

% It can identify missing persons through family DNA.

+ It also helps the police solve cold cases in member countries.

HRRH
I-Familia

INTERPRET

Tulsa Massacre

% U.S. President Joe Biden recently became the first sitting American head of state
to officially recognise the 1921 Tulsa Massacre.

+ It is one of the worst incidents of violent racial hate in the US’ modern history.

+ Tulsa was especially known for being an unofficial sanctuary city for African
Americans.

« It was also called as the “Black Wall Street” of the U.S.

Impact of climate change on plant pests

+ The FAO & International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) published a report
“Scientific review of the impact of climate change on plant pests”

+ The report was prepared by Maria Lodovica from the University of Turin in Italy
alongside 10 co-authors.

®

+ The focus of this report is to outline the potential effects of climate change on
plant pests, and hence on plant health.

@

% According to the report as much as 40 per cent of the world’s agricultural crops
are lost to pests each year.
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FORTUNE 500
% The Fortune magazine announced the 67th FORTUNE 500 list.

s It is the annual list of the largest corporations in the United States, ranked by
revenue.

+ It has now released for the 2020 fiscal year.

% Walmart took the top spot on the 2021 list for the ninth year in a row.
% Amazon also held onto their No.2 spot.

» Apple is placed in the No. 3 spot.

+ CVS Health is in the No.4 spot.

)

% CVS Health makes history as the highest-ranked company ever to be led by a
female CEO (Karen Lynch).

State of finance for nature report

)

* 0

» The report analyses the investment flow in nature-based solutions (NbS).

+ Itidentifies the future investment needed to meet the climate change, biodiversity
and land degradation targets (set in three Rio Conventions).

* 0

» The report was jointly produced by the United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP), the World Economic Forum and the Economics of Land Degradation.

s The NbS refers to sustainable management and use of nature to tackle socio-
environmental challenges.

Nature-Based Solutions Can Build Resilience to Multiple Climate Hazards

HAZARD: Loss of life & assets  HazanD: Asset loss, yield  Kazanro: Crop failures and HAZARD: Urban flooding RazARD: Logs of fand,
due to intense wildfires  reduction & ination I K loss due to drought  due to intense rainfail livetihoods, and assets
SOLUTION: Forest dus to flooding soLuTioN: Agroforestry to SOLUTION: Restone dug to rising sea levels
managemsnt to redisos  sosuTion: Restore wetlands  make better use of sod walercourses, expand and coastal erosion
risk of super-fires to absorb and filtes flood moisiuce and reduce greenspaces, and soLUTIoN: Restore coastal
walers evaporation imroduce porous surfaces wetlands, inchuiding
10 reduce floed risk enhance enginearad
’ P measures
wazane- Landsdides, soil L * a
Toss, and siltation due Hazazo: Reduced or HAzARD: Asset loss, -
to Irtense rainfall i i river flow yleld reduction & Hazano: Heat stress @
SoLUTION: Protect and due to drought trafsport disruption due to rben hest Hazano; Loss of life and
restore forests to sowuTion: Protect and due to ficoding tslands assets due to storm
stabilize soiis a0d slow regtore forests and soLuTIoN: Protect and sousTioN: Expand asurges and inundation
wister runoff wateszheds to restore focests to green spaces in and SaLuTion; Profect and
around cities rastors mangroves,

requiate flow slow water runoff

SMOUNTAINS,
FORESTS & RIVERS &
WATERSHEDS WETLANDS
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President of the UN General Assembly

+ Foreign Minister Abdulla Shahid (Maldives) was elected as the President of the
UN General Assembly for 2021-22.

« Abdulla Shahid won against Afghanistan’s former foreign minister Zalmai
Rassoul.

+ Maldives will occupy office of President of UNGA for the first time.
+ Election to UNGA presidential post is held annually.

Russia withdraws from Open Skies Treaty

+ Russian President Vladimir Putin recently signed a law formalizing Russia’s
withdrawal from Open Skies Treaty.

+ This is after United States withdrew from pact in 2020.

% Open Skies Treaty is an international treaty that allows nations to collect
information on one another’s military forces.

+ This was to increase transparency.

+ United States withdrew from pact in November 2020 after accusing Russia of
violating it.

Aducanumab

+ Aducanumab (Aduhelm) is the new drug approved by the US Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) for treating Alzheimer’s disease.

+ It is developed by the company Biogen.

ADUCANUMAEB:

Aducanumab is first new Drugs to treat
Alzheimer’s treatment in neurological conditions
two decades meet with failure rates as

' oR am
.‘,)f_}!‘, as 22 percent

Aducanumab cuts plaque
build-up in brain, a marker = Aducanumab priced at
of Alzheimer's disease 556,000 a year per patient

+ Alzheimer’s disease causes the accumulation of the debris caused by the
breakdown of neurons in the brain.

+ This leads to plaque formation.
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+ Aducanumab is a monoclonal antibody.

+ Itis designed to reduce the presence of amyloid beta, a protein that forms plaques
in the brain.

Remain in Mexico policy ended
+ The United States has formally ended the Trump's "remain in Mexico" policy.

+ This policy forced thousands of Central American asylum-seekers to wait in
Mexico for U.S. court cases.

% After ending this policy more than 11,000 migrants enrolled in it have been
allowed to enter the United States to pursue asylum claims.

Child labour global estimates 2020 report

+ International Labour Organisation (ILO) and UNICEF jointly published report on
child labour.

% As per report, the world has marked rise in child labour in two decades.

% Report highlights, coronavirus crisis might push millions more youngsters
toward child labour.

< As of 2020, number of child labour stands at 160 million.
% It has increased by 8.4 million in four years.

+ Sub-Saharan Africa is the worst affected part in the world.
+ Boys are more likely to be affected.

+ They will account for 97 million out of 160 million children engaging into child
labour at start of 2020.

Operation Pangea XIV

% A record number of fake online pharmacies have been shut down under
Operation Pangea XIV.

% The operation targets the sale of counterfeit and illicit medicines and medical
products.

+ The operation coordinated by INTERPOL involved police, customs and health
regulatory authorities from 92 countries.

s Its first Operation Pangea was in 2008.
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113,000

VIED LINKS SHUT DOWN

277 ..

ARRESTS

92

PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES - 23 MILLION
POLICE, CUSTOMS AND USD WORTH OF

HEALTH AUTHORMIES

710,000

INTERPOL PACKAGES CHECKED

Economist’s annual survey of World’s Most Liveable Cities

Y/
0.0

Y/
0.0

According to annual survey of World’s most liveable cities 2021, Covid-19
pandemic has shaken up rankings of liveable cities.

Auckland of New Zealand is the most liveable city in 2021 because of its
successful approach in containing pandemic.

It is followed by

o Osaka & Tokyo in Japan,

o Adelaide in Australia and

o Wellington in New Zealand.

Life remains most difficult in Damascus because of Syria’s ongoing civil war.
Vienna of Austria fell to 12th place in this year.

That was world’s most liveable city during 2018-20.

Urgent action to end AIDS by 2030

0
0‘0

The UN General Assembly approved a declaration for urgent action to end AIDS
by 2030.

It noted that the COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated inequalities and pushed
access to AIDS medicines, treatments and diagnosis further off track.

It advises the member nations to reduce the annual new HIV infections to under
3,70,000.

It also reduced the annual AIDS-related deaths to under 2,50,000 by 2025.
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Global home price index
% India has moved down by 12 spots in the global home price index.
% This is according to Knight Frank’s Global House Price Index for Q1 2021.

+ India is ranked at 55th position in terms of property prices.

% Property price in India has declined amid covid-19 pandemic.
% Turkey is the topper in annual rankings with prices of 32 percent.

% Spain emerged as weakest-performing territory in Q1 2021.

% Space is followed by India with 1.6 per cent decline on prices.

Secretary-General of the UNCTAD

R/

% Costa Rican economist Rebecca Grynspan was approved to be appointed as the
Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD).

% She is the first woman and Central American to head UNCTAD.

R/

+ She was nominated as secretary-general of UNCTAD by the UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres.

Prime Minister of Israel
+ Naftali Bennett took oath as the Prime Minister of Israel.
+ He is the former Defence Minister and leader of the Yamina party.
+ He replaces Benjamin Netanyahu.

% Netanyahu is the longest-serving PM of Israel (12 years).
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Firmina - longest undersea cable
« Alphabet’s Google is all set to build world’s longest undersea cable.
«» It will connect United States, Brazil, Argentina and Uruguay.
+ This undersea cable will boost internet connection capacity in these regions.

% The Undersea cable is called as Firmina.

New Atlantic Charter

+ US President Joe Biden and British Prime Minister Boris Johnson held meeting
recently in Cornwall.

+ The meeting inspected documents related to Atlantic Charter and signed a
document titled “New Atlantic Charter”.

% New Atlantic Charter was signed with the objective of defending principles &
