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+ International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is conducted ConvEx-3, the largest-
ever international nuclear emergency exercise in Romania.

+» The Centre launched Gharial Species Conservation Programme at Katarniaghat
wildlife sanctuary in Bahraich, Uttar Pradesh.

+ The Andhra Pradesh government launched 'Vidya Shakti', a tech-based program
to help weaker students in government schools improve in Maths, Science, and
English.

+ The East Coast Railway launched the ‘ECoR Yatra’ app to provide real-time, easy-
to-access railway services for Rath Yatra pilgrims.

% The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) celebrated Passport Seva Divas on 24 June
2025 to mark the enactment of the Passports Act on 24 June 1967.

% International Widows Day is annually observed on June 23 to spotlight the
challenges faced by millions of widows worldwide.

o The theme for 2025 is Invisible Women, Invisible Problems’.

% To mark the 50th anniversary of the imposition of the Emergency in India,
‘Samvidhan Hatya Divas’ was observed on 25th June.

TAMIL NADU NEWS

4 percent reservation in promotion

+ The Tamil Nadu government will provide 4% reservation in promotion to its
employees with benchmark disabilities.

+ The reservation is applicable only to the identified posts notified by the
government where the cadre strength of a post is more than five.

% Such identification shall be made only for posts carrying a pay level up to pay
level 25 in each government establishment.

s The reservation is applicable in promotion as well as in recruitment by transfer
(lower pay scale to higher pay scale).

< While 1% is reserved for blindness and low vision, 1% is reserved for deaf and
hard of hearing.

% 1% is reserved for locomotor disability, including cerebral palsy, leprosy cured,
dwarfism, acid attack victims, and muscular dystrophy.
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% One of the instructions allows the government to exempt any of its
establishments from the provisions of Section 34 of the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act, 2016.

Tamil Nadu government to give 4% reservation in promotion to its staff

NATIONAL NEWS

Comprehensive Household Income Survey

India to conduct first comprehensive
household income survey in 2026

+ India is set to conduct its first-ever comprehensive Household Income Survey in
2026.

+ The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation has announced the
initiative.
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The survey aims to offer a reliable and detailed view of income distribution across
Indian households, addressing gaps in official statistics.

It will also examine how technology adoption is affecting wage levels amid India’s
rapid digital transformation.

India's oil import - June 2025
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India has ramped up purchases of Russian oil in June.

It is importing more than the combined volumes from Middle Eastern suppliers
such as Saudi Arabia and Iraq.

Indian refiners are likely to import 2-2.2 million barrels per day of Russian crude
oil in June.

It was the highest in the last two years and more than the total volumes bought
from Iraq, Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Kuwait.

India's oil imports from Russia were 1.96 million barrels per day (bpd) in May
2025.

Imports from the United States also rose to 439,000 bpd in June, a big jump from
280,000 bpd purchased in the previous month.

The Full-month projections for imports from the Middle East stand at around 2
million bpd, lower than the previous month's buying.

India is the world's third-largest oil-importing and consuming nation.

It bought from abroad around 5.1 million barrels of crude oil.

'*'g TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM



SHANKAR ] TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM
IAS ACADEMY ] ‘m Information is a Blessing

* THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004 b

+ India has traditionally sourced its oil from the Middle East.

+ It began importing a large volume of oil from Russia soon after the invasion of
Ukraine in February 2022.

+ Russian oil (Urals, ESPO, Sokol) is logistically detached from Hormuz, flowing via
the Suez Canal, Cape of Good Hope, or Pacific Ocean.

+ This was primarily because Russian oil was available at a significant discount to
other international benchmarks due to Western sanctions and some European
countries shunning purchases.

+» This led to India's imports of Russian oil seeing a dramatic rise, growing from less
than 1 per cent of its total crude oil imports to a staggering 40-44 per cent in a
short period.

¢ The Strait of Hormuz lies between Iran to the north and Oman and the United
Arab Emirates to the south.

+ It serves as the main route for oil exports from Saudi Arabia, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait,
and the UAE.

% Many liquefied natural gas (LNG) shipments, especially from Qatar, also pass
through the strait.

+ The Strait of Hormuz is a route for a fifth of the world's oil and a major LNG
export transit.

+ India imports about 40% of all its oil and about half of its gas through the narrow
Strait.

% China, Iran's largest oil customer (which imports 47 per cent of its seaborne
crude from the Middle East Gulf), would be directly impacted by the blockade of
Hormuz.

% Also, Iran's reliance on Hormuz for oil exports via Kharg Island (handles 96 per
cent of its exports) makes self-blockade counterproductive.

+ Saudi Arabia and the UAE, also rely heavily on the Strait for exports.

+ At the end, India may also pivot harder toward the US, Nigeria, Angola, and
Brazil, albeit at higher freight costs.

ECONOMY NEWS

Different Base Years for GDP and CPI Calculations

% The government is likely to adopt the different base years for calculating Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) and retail inflation (measured by the Consumer Price
Index or CPI).

+ The proposed base year for GDP is 2022-23, while for CPI it is 2023-24.
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Currently, both GDP and CPI use the 2011-12 base year.

The choice of 2022-23 for GDP is due to key data sources like the Annual Survey
of Industries (ASI), Annual Survey of Unincorporated Sector Enterprises (ASUSE),
and the Household Consumption Survey being conducted during that year.

CPI will use 2023-24 as its base year because the price collection survey began
in January 2024.

The new base years for GDP and CPI are expected to be implemented from the
financial year 2026-27.

Understanding the Significance of Base Year Analysis

¢

Understanding the Importance of Base The Role of Proper
Concept of Base Year Year Analysis Weighting Schemes
Analysis in Base Year Analysis

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY NEWS

Axiom-4 Mission

The Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla becomes the second Indian to travel to
space.

The first Indian in space was Rakesh Sharma, who flew aboard a Soviet Soyuz
spacecraft in 1984.

Shukla is part of Axiom Mission 4 (Ax-4) to the International Space Station (ISS).

The mission launched from NASA's Kennedy Space Centre in Florida on a Falcon
9 rocket.

The Axiom 4 mission involves Axiom Space, NASA, and SpaceX.
India, Poland, and Hungary are each sending an astronaut.

The crew will spend up to 14 days in space, conducting scientific research and
activities.
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+ Axiom Mission 4 is the fourth private astronaut mission to the ISS.

SHUBHANSHU SHUKLA
WILL BE THE MISSION PILOT

SLAWOSZ UZNANSKI
SHUBHANSHU SHUKLA MISSION SPECIALIST

PEGGY WHITSON TIBOR KAPU
COMMANDER MISSION SPECIALIST

ENVIRONMENT NEWS

Thirstwave - New terminology
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s Meetpal Kukal and Mike Hobbins and the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration coined the term “thirstwave”.

+ This term denotes three or more contiguous days of intense evaporative demand.

+ Thirstwave occurs when the daily evaporative demand stays above the historical
90th percentile for at least three consecutive days.
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« Evaporative demand means how thirsty the atmosphere is or how much water it
wants to absorb from the ground or plants.

+ It is influenced by temperature, wind speed, humidity, and sunshine.

+ The Guidelines were developed by the UNEP Cool Coalition NDC Working Group
with support from global climate and energy organizations.

s It provides a six-stage, step-by-step framework supported by the country case

studies.

+ They guide policymakers to assess emissions, set sector-specific targets, and
create National Cooling Action Plans (NCAPs).

+ It emphasizes the energy efficiency standards, Kigali-compliant refrigerant
phase-down, passive cooling, and climate-responsive urban planning.

+ The cooling sector currently contributes 7% of global greenhouse gas emissions
and could double its share by 2050.

+ These measures support both climate adaptation and mitigation goals.

Figure 3: A holistic methodology for NCAP development
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REPORTS AND INDICES

2025 Global Peace Index

®

Peace (IEP).

v The Global Peace Index (GPI) is produced by the Institute for Economics and

« The GPI covers 99.7% of the world’s population and uses 23 qualitative and

quantitative indicators from trusted sources.
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+ It measures peace across three domains as societal safety and security, ongoing
domestic and international conflict, and militarisation.

s The average level of global peacefulness declined by 0.36% in 2025, marking the
sixth consecutive year of deterioration.

+ India ranks 115th out of 163 nations with a GPI score of 2.229.

s It was showing a 0.58% improvement from 2024 (116th rank).

+ Iceland is the safest country globally, ranked highest across all domains.

+ Russia is the least peaceful country in the world for the first time.

s Bangladesh ranks 123rd, Pakistan 144th, and Afghanistan 158th in the index.

RANK COUNTRY SCORE CHANGE RANK COUNTRY SCORE CHANGE RANK COUNTRY SCORE CHANGE
84 Panama 2.006 T4 m Nicaragua 2207 3 138 Ethiopia 2.688 15
85 Morocco 2012 13 n2 Benin 2211 15 139 Venezuela 2692 13
86 Thailand 2017 15 13 Uganda 2217 112 140 Colombia 2.695 t1
=87 Cambodia 2019 112 14 Zimbabwe 2223 t8 " Halt 2.731 ta
=87 Turkmenistan 2.018 17 15 India 2229 - 142 Iran 2,750 14
89 Trinidad and Tobago  2.020 L7 16 Papua New Guinea 2.230 19 143 Niger 2.759 14
20 Saudi Arabia 2,035 t14 n7 Gabon 2.238 i1 144 Pakistan 2.797 14
o1 Rwanda 2,036 12 18 Guinea 2253 te 145 Palestine 2.811 11
92 Algeria 2.042 11 =119 Lesotho 2.267 14 146 Turkiye 2.852 11
93 Jamaica 2,047 113 =119 Belarus 2.267 12 147 Irag 2.862 ts
94 Cote d'ivoire 2,066 l2 121 Mozambique 2273 17 148 Nigeria 2.869 13
95 Azerbaijan 2.087 117 122 Djibouti 2276 12 149 @ North Korea 2911 -
96 Peru 2073 14 123 Bangladesh 2318 133 Ganiral African
a7 St Lanka 2075 12 -4 South Africa 237 13 180 @ oo nubic e e
98 China 2,093 L1 =124 Honduras 2347 14 151 @ Somalia 2.983 ts
99 Eswatini 2.004 15 126 Togo 2.381 17 152 @ Burkina Faso 3.016 -
100 Bahrain 2.099 17 127 Kenya 2.382 i1 153 @ Myanmar 3.045 12
101 Guinea-Bissau 2112 15 128 United States of 2443 - 154 @ Mal 3.061 11
102 Cuba 2123 12 Smenog 155 @ lsrael 3108 -
- Republic of the R 15 129 Eﬂualdm 2.459 - 156 @ Snu‘lh Sudan 3117 12

Congo 130 Brazil 2472 Tt 157 @ Syria 3184 11
104 El Salvador 2138 1 131 Libya 2478 11 158 @ Afghanistan 3.229 t2
105 Philippines 2.148 16 132 Eritrea 2,542 11 1586 @ Yemen 3.262 13
106 Guyana 2149 - 133 Burundi 2574 13 Democratic Republic
107 Egypt 2157 12 134 Chad 2503 - 160 @ iihe Congo PUBIE 3.202 L8
108 Guatemala 2174 - 135 Mexico 2636 12 161 @ Sudan 3.323 t2
109 Georgia 2.185 L8 136 Lebanon 2674 i1 162 @ Ukraine 3.434 13
1o Mauritania 2.204 l8 137 Cameroon 2683 15 163 @ Russia 3441 12

India - Top 100 in SDG Index

The latest Sustainable Development Report (SDR) released by the UN Sustainable
Development Solutions Network.

India ranks 99th out of 167 countries on the 2025 SDG Index with a score of 67
from 109th rank in 2024.

This is the first time, India secured a position among the top 100 countries.
China ranks 49th with a score of 74.4, while the US is 44th with 75.2 points.

Among India’s neighbours, Bhutan ranks 74th with 70.5, Nepal 85th with 68.6,
Bangladesh 114th with 63.9, and Pakistan 140th with 57.

India’s maritime neighbours Maldives and Sri Lanka are placed 53rd and 93rd
respectively.

The SDGs were adopted in 2015 to ensure no one is left behind in the global
development by 2030.
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Countries are scored from O to 100, where 100 means all 17 goals have been fully
achieved.

India ranks 99th on the 2025 SDG Index with a score of 67, while
China ranks 49th with 74.4 and the US 44th with 75.2 points
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FATF Report on Financing and Evasion
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FATF Report

The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) has released a report on the Proliferation
Financing (PF) and sanctions evasion.

The PF means raising or moving money to support Weapons of Mass Destruction
(WMD), threatening global security.

Major threats come from countries like North Korea, Iran, Russia, and non-state
terror and criminal groups.

The report highlights the weaknesses in national systems, both in structure and
specific sectors.

It analysed 38 cases from 19 countries and identified 4 common PF and sanctions
evasion methods.

FATF makes 4 key recommendations for countries to improve their efforts.
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+ Only 16% of countries fully enforce the UN sanctions aimed at stopping the WMD
proliferation.

Global Tobacco Epidemic 2025 report

« This report was released by World Health Organization (WHO) at the World
Conference on Tobacco Control in Dublin, Ireland.

+ The report focuses on the six proven WHO MPOWER measures to reduce tobacco
use.

+ Tobacco causes over 7 million deaths yearly.
s WHO launched the MPOWER strategy in 2008.

+ Since 2007, 155 countries have adopted at least one MPOWER measure at the
best-practice level.

+ India has fully implemented two measures: offering help to quit and warning
about tobacco dangers.

+ India has moderate progress in the other four MPOWER areas.

WORLD
CONFERENCE
ON TOBACCO
CONTROL
2025

(formerly the World Conference on Tobacco or Health)

IS BACK!

PERSONALITIES, AWARDS, AND EVENTS

First Indian to Complete NASA’s Space Program

% Jahnavi Dangeti from Andhra Pradesh is the first Indian to complete NASA’s
International Air and Space Program.

% She will join the Titans Space mission in 2029 as India’s first astronaut on the
mission.
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+ Jahnavi has been recognised with the People’s Choice Award at the NASA Space
Apps Challenge and the ISRO World Space Week Young Achiever Award.

Meet Jahnavi Dangeti, a 23-year-old
from Andhra Pradesh, is set to travel
to space in 2029 with Titans Space as
an Astronaut Candidate (ASCAN).

IMPORTANT DAYS

United Nations Public Service Day 2025 - June 23

UNITED NATIONS
PUBLIC SERVICE DAY

23 JUNE 2025
FIVE YEARS TO 2030: ACCELERATING PUBLIC
SERVICE DELIVERY FOR A SUSTAINABLE

s
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+ On 20 December 2002, the General Assembly designated this day.
+ UN established the UN Public Service Awards (UNPSA) programme in 2003.

+ It honours the vital contributions of the public servants and the public sector in
driving development and improving the quality of life for citizens across the globe.

< The 2025 United Nations Public Service Forum was held in Samarkand,
Uzbekistan.
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+ The theme of the event was "Five Years to 2030: Accelerating Public Service
Delivery for a Sustainable Future".

International Day of Women in Diplomacy 2025 - June 24

« It aims to honour and recognize the essential role that women play in the field of
diplomacy

% There are only 25 countries with a female head of the state or government as of
January 2025.

% Colombia becomes the eighth country in the world with a feminist foreign policy.

+ The theme for 2025 is ‘Eliminating the structural barriers to women’s leadership

INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN'S DAY 2025

FOR AL WOMEN AND GRLS
RIGHTS, EQUALITY. EMPOWERMENT

World Vitiligo Day 2025 - June 25

World
Vitiligo pay

Every year on 25th June, World Vitiligo Day
is observed with the aim of increasing the
effort for vitiligo healthcare and education
and raising awareness of the social stigma
and mental challenges faced by those
affected by vitiligo.

-

+ This day aims to raise awareness of the social stigma and mental challenges faced
by those affected by vitiligo.

% Vitiligo is a skin disorder in which the skin cell melanocytes that produce melanin
are destroyed by the body's immune system.
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+ This led to the skin to lose its colour and resulting in whitish, smooth patches on
the skin.

+ This year’s theme is "Innovation for Every Skin, Powered by AI".

International Day of the Seafarer 2025 - June 25
% This day was declared by the International Maritime Organization (IMO) in 2010.

+ This day is recognizing the critical contributions of seafarers to the global trade,
economies, and society.

+» This year the IMO launched the campaign 'My Harassment-Free Ship'.
s IMO was established in 17 March 1948.

+ It is headquartered in London, United Kingdom.
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DAY OF THE a b D
SEAFARER

—25 JUNE—

International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking 2025 - June 26

th
206 JUNE

Drug Abuse

and lllicit Trafficking

QOIS C

% On December 7, 1987, the General Assembly declared this day.




TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM
Information is a Blessing
A Shankar IAS Academy Initiative

SHANKAR
IAS ACADEMY
9

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

+ It aims to increase the action and collaboration in the effort to end illicit drug use
throughout the globe.

+ The theme for 2025 is “Break the Cycle. #StopOrganizedCrime”.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS

Justice M.M. Ismail Commission

+ This Commission had investigated allegations of harassment and beating of some
Maintenance of Internal Security Act (MISA) detenus at the Madras Central Jail
between February 1976 and February 1977.

« It found the charges substantially correct and indicted certain jail officials.

+ The Commission submitted its report to the first AIADMK government, headed
by M.G. Ramachandran, on September 26, 1977.

= L e A Y
EMERGENCY
The Darkest Chapter of

Indian Democracy =

The Maintenance

of Internal Security
Actand the Defence
of India Rules were not
followed but abused in
order to damage

political opponents.
(shah Commission)
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