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¢ CuIssy  alfllileorie wLMHMID  FULLOCUTMaIS GCHIHN6  aUMESHTeTFSH6T
LUBICHMHLS 218 Gellehs, HeamhHsey WMl LD 'Seor@' eerm  CHeummi@
afleumIFRemneTs CSHTH60 FleoTeor LM M LN&sLILIHIS S U 6TerTs!.
o @bHEF Fereord, 2026 QLD Levor(h WOMHEF 7 dTM QFTLMISGLLLL &HLayl
GHEUTHIG FIeOuTTEVWILDTENS! (NSH6V CHEUMMHIEG LMSHSTLL WSS Bleneore
Fo(HLD e SBUIBILD | 6MLO[H SI6TETSI.
% Breerd GMSHS L TTUIFF InMHmIh QS TeTen&: S 6rlev oMl LisiseflLI)Hens sreeal
D& 601l 2026- 941D LETOTIY MHETET 6NV MTHCAMTLN Sevoreoot§ all(Hems (Stockholm Water Prize)
Q UETMIGTEITITIT.
< eflevedlwid LmeurflibleT Georal The Golden Road: How Ancient India Transformed the World
U5555HM&HTEH 2026-3LL0 31,600TIq MET60T LOMFE 6016007 60T aUTeummmI el(Hem& G\6uedTmI
o 6.
% IDMIGFPMHTF HMID Blemeuwmer &Hifle] GLOEUTETENNEMU 2618 GHeNeHaE: 661G aIMIH
21,600T(H LD LOMTEF 18 9160TMI 2_cugenmalllll LnMIGLNMF HleoTlh I FFlE&HLILGSHMSI.
o 2026-9plD 21,600TLq METET &([HSHSIH, "Don't Think Waste. Think Opportunity!" 6T6dT LIS TG LD.
% 2 UG (WaISID IHPFF IMMID HevalTLpeneal CGLGSS 6UC6ITMH L60oT(HILD
OMTFE 20 9j60Tm FaUCSHF IHPFF GevTld eFfleaasLILBRmS.
o 0 2026-84LD ,600TLYM&TET &([HS S, "Caring and Sharing” 6T60T LIS TGS LD.

SUOILHTLHF QF WS &6t
SUOILBHTH WLsELICU M aflBHILL eSS 86T 2026

Steady progress
The Tamil Nadu government's relaxation of
the rules governing the grant of maternity

leave are part of a process that's played out
over the years

= [n 1993, the government granted
matemity leave of S0 days

= 18 years later, the government
enhanced maternity leave to 180 days

= In 2013, the government issued
consolidated guidelines for granting
matemity leave

= T.N. enhanced maternity leave from 180 days to
270 days in 2016

= In 2018, the government clarified that a woman can be
granted maternity leave for the second delivery too, if the
first delivery resulted in the birth of twins

% Quevor 261 N ILITHEHEH S Fo(HH60 FIENSSET DMHMID QBHEHLDES S6TenNenL QULNMHBIGLID
A& U6 SLALDBITER Te &LICLM GILIL ellF seaflev B HHHLD QFUISIETETS.
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% Quetor 2arWITseT @LUIGLITEI @ (e LTFasHMmEG 365 BT &G6T N&LICLMI
A@ILL QUMeVTLD eTeTLIGSH T (&L LNTFaISH 6L 2161T5 @55 G @ TL_6ML (&L01H &8s 6T
LnbEGHSTaID @5 QUTGHSILD.

S (NETETS TS, @SS FmLIL Blaheaserfle Liempwl CFenal allGlsefler GLb 2 (ngev 6
QIMIHEIGSET L GG W& ICLM allGILIL] SIS &HHLILIL LS.

¢ @ObBSS HHSSND @QBHW 255 HHWWaTHD (2025 WHMID  QFTensT 2 Wl
BH 06T &S 60T (2026) (LNSEHW 25 FHT6)&He06TSH QSTLIHS CLMGSTeTerLiLL (H6Teng!.

¢ HoeSsLILLL alBseflaruiy, @reorh 3jevevs 3I15MHE& CMmUL L 2 ulpLeT & @HaHELID
SPIHENGGHE6MTE Q& TEUTL. GILIGTOTHET 12 QUMTTRIGET U] (LALW 2ETHUISSIL 60T Snlqll
A@GILIemLILI QLIMEVTLD.

% @bS DMTHMBEIGET IGLICLIM Bevd FL LD 1961 MM SLALDBITE QLI CFenal
@\ &6 1922-@)60r el B &6rletr 3i1q L1LIenL U6V S 6eoLDIHSI6TET60T.

SUNE FLLUCUTME Sl Ld QSHTLIT - PRS 9y li6]

% sUlpBTEG FLLOCUTameuulleT oL600r(h Fnl L QSTLT BITL &H6ler 6TetoreolsHemss,
(WS LIGNEHTVEFI (1952-57) FImEFflulmg 64 BITLS6TM8 @ (BHS Hlemevuiev, 16-augl
LgSeid HTevsE60 (2021-26) Qleumild 32 BITL SETTS &600fFLINMEHE &6 MIbHSI6TENSI.

% 2021 QLD 3LevoT() GO 11 WG6v 2026 D SLevor(h Gn 10 euemyullevmeor 166U& FLLLI
GUIeM6, QLTSS 155 BT &6T L BHICLD Falql]6Tengl, @& 1952-6@& L LIm@& @ (W
&Mev FLLLIGLITemaUUl 6t L858 &M 6T600T6001 18560185 W MG LD.

% PRS FLLID6OTM QLFMUFR LIGLILMUIG] 155 BTL&enard: GmILILILLTeild, FUMBITWST
w. sitiume] Ligeurl 20 ojerm MmNl Heorgl ellenl. QUMID 2 emFullev 161 BTL&6T
eTe0Tml QB NG S T

% 2006 9D opev0T(H (NG6V FIMEFN] QLevoT(h Fal L QSTLT BT &6T QSTLIHS Fifleneus
FHH S S a([HS 60T M.

% 13-augl FLLLIGLTem6 (2006-11) SL600T(H & & FIMEFIWING 46 BTL_G6T Snlq U

% 14-augl FLLLGCUTeMa (2011-16) opevor(h&HG SFrmaFflmg 40 BIL&eTTEH GLsid
GODHSE!-

% 15-augl FLLOCUTemel (2016-21) SLeooT(hHG FIMFFIWLTS: 34 BMTL&H6T eedTm emailey
Fiflenals QSTLIHSS.

% 16-augl FLLLU GUramealwler LSaNGEHETLEH 201 ICFTHTHSEET HMTEHHN QFUIWLI
LIL_Leor eTedTm Blemeuuilel eumniley 194 InBFMHTEHGET BlenMEaIMHMLILIL L 6oT.

% BleomCaummliul L WEFMsTEHES6Tle &MY 78% WECHFMHTHEHET Jemel MILG&LI
UG Ss UL 985 BmeflGeuGLL BlenymGaummLILIL L eoT.

% &MY 10% LCFMHTHSHET HMW&LILMRSSLILLL @ Feor(d (LNSH6V BHS! BITL&EHE 6T
BlenmGeummLUILIL_L_6oT.

% ISsUpETeT 12% WGEFMHMEHSET SMWSLILGSSLUILLL 8bha BIL&EERSHSL LHNnG
BlenmGeummL LI L_6oT.

% Blfeums WHmID BHSSHM RLILSVL QUTNISSHAIT, &IDMT 82% LCEFMTSHTEHS 6T
BlemmGeummLI LIL_ L eLNEsTMI LOMTSBISHEHE &6 L1156V G)LIM MeDT.

¢ Q6TUSI IDCFMSHTHSHET @L1LG60 QLM (H eUBHLSHMEGLD CLoeuT&H T 6TedT LICKHT(H @) &6V

2025 9y 3LevoT(h) 288 BH6TMmS FTLImUS QS TLIBS LIS QUHMSTEHS S(HSL
UL L QM INGHFMTHTESEHLD 3 L_HIGLD.
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¢ @HSTUSHN SMUWSLILUGSSLILLL CFTHTHESH6 6 GHevall (13%) (L& 6TemLOUITeoT
SHLGUITIHETTS @ HHSHS!.

< B&EFUUM ODID B&EITLE BlFeunsid (12%) A SS QLSH QBHSS!.

¢ FLLID @UMHIG QSTLILTET I0GFTHTHEET QLOTSS &L L HISGET60 8% QLGLD.

T.N. ASSEMBLY SITTING DAYS DECLINE & LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY: A PRS STUDY

DECLINE OF SITTING DAYS OVER TIME 16™ TAMIL NADU ASSEMBLY LEGISLATIIVE BILLS IN THE
Average Annual Sitting Days (2021-2026) 16™ ASSEMBLY

for Full-term Assemblies
TOTAL SITTING DAYS ' — «
(May 11,2021 - May 10, 2026)

CONSTANT DOWNWARD TREND = 194 Bl
STARTING FROM 2006 155 days - e NRODEED
(PRS Analysis) 70 BILL PASSING TlMELlNE
ST 25DAYS  MORETHAN
L A ~78% 0%, SOAYS:~12%

32 days
ASSENT FROM EXECUTIVE & JUDICIARY

LOWEST COUNT FOR WITHIN 3 MONTHS: MORE THAN 1 YEAR:
AFULL-TERM ASSEMBLY ~82% 9BILLS

SINCE 1952 *Including 6 Bills deemed approved following a 2025
Supreme Court judgment

PRIMARY LEGISLATIVE THEMES

IstTerm 13thTerm 14thTerm 15th Term 16th Term ' EDUCATION: éﬁ URBAN & MUNICIPAL LAW &
o 13% GOVERNANCE: 12% ORDER: 8%

Average Annual Sitting Days

(1952-57) (2006-11) (2011-16) (2016-21) (2021-26)

CHFAWF QFWITR ST

B8 @8558 0 LCFTST 2026

LOK SABHA PASSES APPROPRIATION BILL 2026 AMID OPPOSITION
PROTESTS

% IDSHW TS BIG)WIT6voTL M&TeT BIFHlem] QUMD QF6v6| QFILILI|LD SisIDH&HGLID
Bl 816G 6 DCFMTSHT 2026-23 HITLITEBLO6TMLD BlenmEGaummluig).

¢ SIMNFFHBIGET, HOMSBET MHMID THS FH L LEIGlaT QFaveaseamnard Fnmeflss
QBHWS CsTeLY BIHWNGHS UaTsmss SEGLUL QUD @& ASSTID
IjefleaHmal.

S @8 SITRWevennlINeT 114-6u8 FISH6T HLb &L LMTWIDMSS LI H6TeNg 6160Tm 6@
Blemewulley TS S UTGHE QFlTRIGEREHGID FLLLILTINTS @& euFuln
SL,E0TS.

¢ UMLIHHT aure QFes L Qewawenmuilear @ LUGHWTS n&serenelullsy
reflwg CaMflesameser Wsmar almsesGLULEGS NG @& AMWsLILGSSSL
LGS DS
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@& 110-au8 FrsHer G Levor WDCFTSHTAITS alenSLILRSSLILL (H6Teng 66T Gal
LDITBI6VMHBISHETENEUWL TV @)eNS S H([(HSHSCaUT 3j6vevg! BITTEHFleHSHET (LN UIMS!.

@& BIGIL QuTmliLemorieilemerr 2 MG Q&FIWD euensuiley, aumsasGLILIMEG 2 Ll L
QFeveileoT MG 6T IMHMID BH LG S6T HmID HFHF WevemloliL] HFH & riflaserfler 2ar& uwih
GUITETM &L LTIWLF Q&FeaThISG6T LG @) T6TenL LD 2 _6TeTL_S&RWS!.

F o BTlerr 568 CLLUMTLBHS SLL LD

CABINET

APPROVES
SMALL HYDRO POWER
(SHP) DEVELOPMENT
SCHEME

@ Rs- 2,584l6° ,"’l :
crore o,
: Target capacity: APPI’OX- 1500 MW

Supports small hydro projects (1-25 MW)
across states

Special focus on hilly and North Eastern
states .

Financial assistance (NE & border
districts): Up to Rs. 3.6 crore per MW
or 30% of project cost (max Rs. 30
crore per project) j 4

2026-27 (pS6v 2030-31 Slh BIGHWwmevor( euemguileumesT SHMVSHMEG T2,584.60 G&HITIq
QFevallev A Bidledt F&G) (SHP) GLUML(HS HLLEHDHGS WSHUI NG Tenel
RLILSH6L eflGSl6Teng.

@S LD @BEHWT WWeaSD, GMILILTS emeuLlILMBIGTET IMHMID Q& TeneVSTTL
LUGHsafled &womy 1,500 Qusmeurl. o Brdleadr Hmener 2 (HauTsGalens
CHEMHHIDTEHS 6 &HT6ooT(HETETSI.

Ao BILledt G LBIGET 1-25 QLS TEUTL. HMedT G185 Mesor L_6tI6) LOMMILD LIFeU6UTE & LILIL L
LUSIL68555686 aflFsH 2 MLIGS el 2618 @68 5 6dTm 6.

Eogmeor  NgmpHW euaTiFRenw  206GellHs aILHIWNSEG  WMmoID  6TeV6m6
LDMTBlIeVEISHEHSHE AFH & BIH 2 56 auphislILGGmS.

FIUCHFF Q&FWIT &6

@B WIT-@) G5 MBeoT& W T LI 7LD LIIT60T60T L|6uTFemLnLIL]

®,
o

®,
o

SUMFFTT 2 Mme|seneT alalILGSSISHETH LNTumarer CHmuiley alerms:sHemnsLl
L|6e0TTemN& 8 @) S LIMTe LD @) CSHTE6ITH UMD @) 606007 5 SI6TET60T.

9-gylh  BEIHMTETILE) FEFW  aUDFSSHT  &SLLUULL @bss  Gsmuile,
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@bCsTCarAwWmaler WasLQUlw @ng Camuilé) alaTT&IMEGD TaTLICHTH @S
WQeTenC&IT 2_6u8 L1 LIMFLUFWS SeTm@Lb (1991).

S @& @bas WwenisHseermear LFnmnm, alaqss mmih el oFLLenlessLl
L L&l eTetTLIBSH () @ &6 Feuett Gamuilev &omy 47 LS LT 2 WIFLD Q& TeooTL&l.

% @UTLOMWET Bl&LD6SHT6T QFSHIEHMHEHLET &MY 240 CHTUlla 6T 2 6TaT @b
QUEITITS LD QO &H60Teol HHLI (LIGLEVE) SL 1YL SNV HTHHE NS UNIAITHS ST HH M.

India, Indonesia Join Hands
to Restore Prambanan
Temple Complex

The two nations are collaborating to conserve the
historic Prambanan site, strengthening cultural ties
and heritage preservation efforts.

QUITBET TS TTEF Q&S ST

@ HHWIT-FeoTT 6ufSH S5 8L LIMHMTSHEGemnm 2025-26

% GeormeLeurmeor @HHUIMeledT aUISE5 &L LIMMITEG MM (D&Y (LenmUms 100 Llevedluleor
LTeVI&6emens &meuorlql Blemeuudlev 2025-26 BIGWIMetoriqev (6 LIgev-LILigeurfl) &womy 102
LN606d WIGDT LITEUIT S 606 6TL L WIS

S alBsHEL UDpTEGm 6earlg @ SOILULL smusHe ghminGenul ol
@WEGLS HF&LMS QOBLUMSS GSHI&HMS.

S @BHWT Fearmelledphg LleTaram G UMHLE6T, @ WIHH IS, Q&STamSESTLTL
2 _LIGJeroTBIG6T IMmMmID APls (LD@BHES! ePEVLIGLIMIBL&6T) CUTETMD H& GLIL6TeTL
QUTBL&emET @M&GLSH QF LR MmSI.

% Gearmellhasrer @bHWmeler ghminGHuiley WERWILTE QUL CTTeWL QUITIHL&ET,
STy QUITEHLS6T WHmD Flev WleTeremil| QIUIMIBL 6T 3LBIGLD ereaTLICST(H @) emal
GOMHS LFLI6DILIS Q85 T600TL D6,

% @8 BLLULS S5600rs@&L LMMTHEGenm wmhmibh Hev Wne&HWs sienmseafley Feormelleor
@QMEHEGLHWEF FTIHSH GBS CUTETM QUITIHETTSTY O LTWMBISHEN6T 2 (HeUTHSHSF
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QFEWRMEI.

¢ @38 QG BTHSERSEGD @Lulenea ajsss goOoSSThe WHOID GDhs
SjerailevmenT FHeng IS0 CLITETM Fl&:8 608 6T LD &L 196STLHSHME.

India-China trade ($bn) Top imports from China
w== |India’s imports from China (In $bn for April-Jan) % change
India’s exports to China s Electronic components

n3.4 ’ 117
1007 e EEE—12.1 34

Telecom instrument

78
106
Industrial machinery

7
, Y T — .4 e
2023-24 2024-25 2025-26" ~ computer hardware, peripherals

TRADE DEFICIT 79 0
. 79
Electrical machinery
85 991 33 273

1021 a2

*April-Feb Source: Commerce dept

16.7 143 175

SiMlellwev MMID QS THLBILLIF QF WS &6t

W 2. (R W Hreud Ca&HIT6T auehss

- NEW MOLTEN LIQUID PLANET CLASS DISCOVERED

A NEW PLANET CATEGORY L 98-59 d: AT A GLANCE EXTREME ATMOSPHERE & GREENHOUSE EFFECT
1. ROCKY PLANETS. LOCATION: DENSE ATMOSPHERE
@ e.g. Earth-ike, solid surface 9 -35 Light-Years from Earth &8 X
_— 0 o 100k DENSE ATMOSPHERE!
2. WATER WORLDS oot ; o STRONG:
@ .g., covered i deep oceans -@- ‘;’n’ml ol " GREENHOUSE EFFECT /\
ogjce " molten magma. ( .
3. MOLTEN LIQUID PLANETS - TEMPERATURE: MOLTEN SILICATE SURFACE
@ €., L 98-59 d, dominated by molten " Extreme conditions, Th
silicate material ~1,900°C (3,450°F). h

% Gmbev Qalll aflarQelefl Q&HTNEVCHTER MWL LWaTUGSSH Simleluleumersser
LB W auens 2 (BHIW Helll LimECaHTTEHem6Td 86007 L N)\HS!6TeITeoT 7.

e @bBHS CHMETHET LTemm RIHmEETT 6vevg BT 2 V&BIGGCETT 3J6V6V, LDTMITSH
2 (FhH W LOMELDIT GLOLDLIMEL @GLOLILL L 2 au&eTmallll &L 608 em6Ts 618 mesor (b 6iTeITeoT.

¢ woluledmha &Inmy 35 eefl oL h&eT QFTemevailel BemnbgieTeT L 98-59 d eredrm
G ITeT @ HME @b 2_GITJeuor LDMEGLD 6160 LIGHT(H @)&60T GLMUITLIL QeulILBlemey &My
1,900°C eTedTm W& H & 26mailev 2_aTamsl.

S @8 el 76T FevemnLi(h eurl Blenmbs &6 L TSHWITeT 616066056585
Q& TesT(h6Tengl 6TeadTLIGSHT(H @& (5 aUSIGTE LiGemln @6vey ellemeremeuln Sedli
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Bl6M6VEMLOG 66T UL LD 2_(H6UTEH GH MS!.

¢ @bss STl 2 BHW FOCHEL QUTBLEETTH UHEHHD QFasSSLILMLWD
G&TeiTgs 6rfledr eLNETMITEUS! 6UEN&EH MU SN LILIGSSIHMmS!.

&M MIF G LP6V Q&S &6T

@\ (BLIT6L H6voT() - GeueuIT &TT6ed

Scientists in Kerala just
discovered a Vela carli
crab that’s literally half
male and half female.

% GapermalleT en&Fevetor. Caled CHHFIWI LLBISTaN6) 2 6T6T 6(h HeoTeol T [H600T(h @)60TS H\6V
&TMeooT_GrmnryLy etenid oiflgmer 2 Wiliflenw QL FmiIFRWTeTIE6T &euoTL mMbS!
o _6ITemenTIy.

% Geueulm SHMF6d 6Tedim @HS @)6OTD L6evoT MMID GLIETOT LIEOOTLIG6T @) J60oTemL LD
STLIQUIS.

QEHETIRBIFICL 6TedTm HedTeol T Hevor(h GHIDLSH 6L @) &FHema W Blemey LIGa Q& uIuIL]
L@ eaus @866l (PSH6L (LM UIMESLD.

CLMHGS QFSTLIFH wWwaoesErsEG WLLHGCL 2 fll @hs @D aIeTF @ L6V
MLOLILNMG 6T 2 6T IS Slemenderflev metor ILIG&R M.

&9E&FT Germl - Lellemy umyuurlw e

S @bHwl yallulwey ol emwwssmsy (GS) &edepsF) Germ Cs&w  Lellgmy
umyuflug sernns nflellssliul L gl.

¢ bW LSS TLIflL emwbElerer @bsHS ST, QealaiCam  Leiluilwey
& MevmIG6rfleT Limemm (& &5 6T &b 36 @D & meoT 6T LIMTE &I UI6sT (LATeorLITL_Lq.6meT
QauefliIL(BSSIRDSI.

S @8 2.5 L960edluetT 3LeuT(hISET LILNemLOWITET LBHCSH60&H6u0TL. S JTem 6Tl LnMmID 3560
Gev 1.2 LNeLedWieT ou,60oT(HG6IT LILDEMLDUITENT 6M&ELAT LD6TT MHLITemMens Q& mesor()
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o arengl  eteorm  Blemevuley @& wlufedr owrbusTey  euFeTmenmL  Lmlw
l600T600T 191 61| 85 60)6IT GULDTBIG R M S

S @UMENsL LIMSISTLL&STS WN6eULILITBISTET 6@ BlevllUTlienUll LiweTLUmH &S W
&6 EHFT CHIMLemLLILITES 2 6Teahfley BemL &G HMHEBemerll LwerUBSSH S L L
L L Blemeuuiley @&l 62 aUsIeUTeT L|eNEFTT-GeVTFEFTT QSTLFenLIS STL.HSHmS!.

S FWSHT WHSET LJTOSSILET QSTLILMLW Hevseorl W&sTCHaT Gsmuiley
LHMID QUeTSS Hreuserflev 2 6Tem GMILILG6T 2 6Tefll L eugeummm WMHmID DG
(WNERWSSIGHNS QB ST G5 Meor(H 66T

> S Ty 2\

T : 4 f -
. g —F
— - -

«,.\J_ - . 4 ¥ - =5

——

Kalinjar Hill Declared National
Geo-Heritage Site

Geological Survey of India declared Kalinjar Hill near Kalinjar Fort
in Banda district as a National Geo-Heritage Site on 16 March 2026,
located in the Vindhya Range. The site features the rare Eparchaean
Unconformity, where 2.5-billion-year-old Bundelkhand granite
overlies 1.2-billion-year-old Kaimur sandstone. It holds geo-cultural
significance, with geology influencing fort architecture and defence.
The tag aims to boost conservation and tourism, linking Kalinjar
with Khajuraho and Chitrakoot.

M &M &S 6T oM mMID & uI@® & 6T

2 68 LR FF N &ens 2026

WORLD HAPPINESS REPORT 2026

FINLAND TOPS LIST FOR 9TH STRAIGHT YEAR

RANK v v COUNTRY v WORLD HAPPINESS SCORE
R |
AN 4

=Y

FINLAND 7.76

o g
ICELAND - 7.54

DENMARK 7.53
COSTA RICA 7.43
SWEDEN 7.25
NORWAY 724
NETHERLANDS 7.22

ISRAEL AL
LUXEMBOURG yA

SWITZERLAND == 701
INDIA 4.53

p
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
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2 s LHPFFH NGamse 2026-2L60T8, QSTLIHS 9-601g L6l Ms LleTeunhans
2 uB6T LDRPFFWITeT BITLMS auflensLILB SHUeTeng!.

Qauevlfuliiml flefs QFeTLl epevld QeueflUilLlul L @Bs HAMGams: 2 eusermeilw
EIDEFR L1 GUIME G &6 LnMMILD [HEVEUTLDE) Bl6eM6eVE: M6l (LN6Terflemau L ILIGIS S H MG,
(pedrevTevnt] BTHG&G6M 6L LINedTeVTHS!, 6MveVMHSl, QL 6TOMFs, GsmevLmifleam WMol
svef_er owHwiemal 2.6Tem  Blemevulev @& GCBMIIgs BIHS&e e  elsvialTer
UG HHEHMGE HTLHHMSI.

@QBHWT 116-6ug @LSSLI LNgSG6TeT Blemevuiley, @S GUIBLOTET H6Te 56T, FeNg
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