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+ Scientists from the Botanical Survey of India discovered a new wild kiwi species
named Actinidia indica near Ziro Valley in Arunachal Pradesh.

% India hosted the 12th Steering Committee Meeting of the GlobE Network in New
Delhi under the anti-corruption cooperation framework.

+ International Day of Solidarity with Detained and Missing Staff Members is
observed annually on 25 March by the United Nations to support detained and
missing staff members.

% International Day of the Unborn Child is observed annually on 25 March to raise
awareness about the dignity and value of unborn life.

% World Theatre Day is celebrated every year on 27 March across the world to
promote theatre arts.

o The theme for 2026 is “Theatre and a Culture of Peace”.

TAMIL NADU NEWS

Cauvery River Water Decline Study

Shrinking greenery

Pattern of natural vegetation cover in the Cauvery basin

over the years (in sq. km)
Year Kamataka | Kerala | TamilNadu | Total
1965 17,072.81 1,043.64 | 10,077.78 | 28,194.23
2016 7,408.50 764.16 | 7,172.42 15,345.08
Loss 9,664,31 279.48 | 2,905.36 12,849,15

Source: “Cauvery river: Land
~  use dynamics biodiversity &
hydrological status,” a paper
o authored by T.V. Ramachandra,
= VinayS., Bharath S. and Bharath H.
" Aithal, Indian Institute of Science,
Bengaluru.

% A study by the Indian Institute of Technology Gandhinagar shows the Cauvery
River may face continuous water decline till the year 2050 due to climate change.

s The study predicts about 3.5% reduction in total river water flow between 2026
and 2050 period.
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« Cauvery river flow has already decreased by about 28% between 1951 and 2012
based on observed data.

% Other major rivers like the Ganga and Indus may see an increase in water flow
due to global warming effects.

+ The study used CMIP6 (Coupled Model Intercomparison Project Phase 6) climate
models for detailed scientific analysis.

People of Gopallapuram — English Translation

+ The Tamil novel Gopalapurathu Makkal by Ki. Rajanarayanan is released in
English as People of Gopallapuram.

% Ki. Rajanarayanan (1923-2021), also called Ki.Ra., was a famous Tamil writer
and pioneer of karisal (black soil region) literature.

+ He wrote about rural life, folk culture, agriculture and traditions of southern
Tamil Nadu in a simple local language style.

+ He is known for documenting oral stories, dialects and culture of village people
in his literary works.

+ The book is translated by Shubashree Desikan to reach wider readers in the
English language.

i‘ Ve
<3

Ra;anaﬁybnan
People of 4
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Refugee Casts Vote for First Time

% R. Gokuleswaran, a 39-year-old Sri Lankan refugee camp resident from Tiruchi,
will cast his vote for the first time as an Indian citizen in the upcoming State
Legislative Assembly elections.
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+ He is a resident of the Sri Lankan Tamils Rehabilitation Camp at Kottapattu in
Tiruchi district.

+» His sister-in-law, K. Nalini, 40, made headlines in 2024 as the first naturalised
Indian from the Kottapattu camp to exercise her franchise.

% K. Nalini received Indian citizenship in 2022 and later obtained a voter identity
card.

+ She proved her citizenship in the Madras High Court before getting her voting
rights.

Sri Lankan refugee camp
resident from Tiruchi set to
cast his vote for the first time

NATIONAL NEWS

Doctrine of Necessity

+ Surya Kant (Chief Justice of India) recused from hearing petitions challenging the
Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) and Other Election Commissioners Act, 2023,
due to a possible conflict of interest.

% Recusal means a judge withdraws from a case when there is a real likelihood or
reasonable fear of bias, to ensure fair justice.

% It is based on the principle “nemo judex in causa sua” (no one should be a judge
in their own case), which is a rule of natural justice.

+ The Doctrine of Necessity means a judge may still hear a case even with a conflict
if no other competent authority or court is available to decide the matter.
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+ This doctrine was applied in Supreme Court Advocates-on-Record Association v.
Union of India (2015), where judges did not recuse as the issue affected all judges.

+ India does not have a codified law or clear statutory rules governing judicial
recusal; decisions are based on judges’ own discretion.

< EXPLANATORY IMAGE: DOCTRINE OF NECESSITY & JUDICIAL RECUSAL »

CASE APPLICATION:

JUDICIAL RECUSAL s CASE EXAMPLE (NORMAL RECUSAL)
STANDARD RULE
( ) o Justice Surya Kant (Supreme Court of India) ‘ASSOCIATION v. UNION

SC ADVOCATES-ON-RECORD

« Recusal: A judge withdraws ) T ) Lot OF INDIA (2015)
f‘rom acase Whe"" thereisa &= Election Commissioners Act, 2023. =
ressonable oar™ 30 £ * Reason: Possible Conflict of Interest. SN e
of bias. _\« appqintments') affected

THE DOCTRINE OF NECESSITY ALL judges.
* Goal: To ensure FAIR JUSTICE. Definition: A judge may still hear a
m=mep  Case even with a conflict if NO &
—— 0 —— other competent authority or court A ==
BASED ON PRINCIPLE is available to decide the matter. - T r;?m e
“NEMO JUDEX IN CAUSA SUA”  Ensures decisions are made. .
(Natural Justice rule) o Prevents failure of justice. DOCTRINaEngli‘e%.ECESSITY
Qe
‘:a'f ] INDIA’S RECUSAL FRAMEWORK -~
o 7 o
No e ﬁgﬁ'ﬂi rl:ecaa si:dge —, & Eﬁfﬁﬁgiﬁgé‘a‘l'fe‘é'ui'a? Pl @
— G == = * Decisions based on judges’ own DISCRETION.

Modified UDAN Scheme 2026

Regional
Connectivity
Scheme — Modified —@

FY 2026-27 to FY 2035-36
Total Outlay: 228,840 crore

Major Components

100 Airports Development — Upgrading unserved airstrips
to boost regional connectivity

) €0

200 Modern Helipads — 23,661 crore
investment over 8 years (215 crore each)

@I

Operation & Maintenance Support —
22,577 crore for around

441 aerodromes (3-year support
with capped annual costs)

>
U
=

il

Viability Gap Funding support -

.
?‘m 210,043 crore over 10 years to

support airline operators

% The Union Cabinet approved the Modified UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam Nagrik)
scheme to improve regional air connectivity.
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+ The scheme, launched in 2016, aims to make air travel affordable and accessible
for common people in smaller cities.

+ The scheme will run for 10 years, FY 2026-27 to 2035-36, with a total outlay of
328,840 crore.

« It aims to develop 100 new airports from unused airstrips and improve
connectivity in remote and rural areas.

+ Financial support will be given for the Operation and Maintenance (O&M) of about
441 airports and for building 200 helipads.

« Viability Gap Funding (VGF) of R10,043 crore will support airlines to operate
flights on less profitable routes.

IVFRT Scheme 2026-2031

Cabinet approves
Continuation of IVFRT" Scheme

@ Budgetary Outlay:
I~ 31800 crore

‘,

> March 31,2026 for a period of
5 years (From April 1, 2026 to
March 31, 2031)

[] Scheme to continue beyond

? To modernise & upgrade
immigration & visa services

within a secure & integrated
service delivery framework

ﬁ) To interlink & optimise functions
=4” related to immigration, visa issuance
& registration of foreigners in India

+ Union Cabinet approved extension of Immigration, Visa, Foreigners Registration
and Tracking (IVFRT) Scheme for 5 years.

+ The scheme will continue from April 1, 2026, to March 31, 2031, to strengthen
India’s immigration system.

% IVFRT (Immigration, Visa, Foreigners Registration and Tracking) is a digital
platform to manage visa, immigration, and foreigner registration processes.

+ It was first launched in 2010 to improve efficiency, security, and monitoring of
foreign nationals in India.
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+ The scheme will use modern technologies like mobile services and self-service
kiosks for faster immigration clearance.

FCRA Amendment Bill 2026

R/

v The government introduced the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment
Bill, 2026, to strengthen the regulation of foreign funding.

72

+ The bill regulates foreign contributions (money received from foreign sources) to
improve transparency and accountability of organisations.

s It proposes a Designated Authority to take control of foreign funds and assets if
registration is cancelled, expired, or not renewed.

% FCRA (Foreign Contribution Regulation Act) registration will automatically lapse
if not renewed, ensuring strict compliance.

+ Key functionaries (directors, trustees, partners) are made personally responsible
for the proper use of foreign funds.

« It mandates time-bound use of funds and restricts organisations under
suspension from transferring or selling assets.

NEW RULES

FCRA Amendment Bill, 2026)

FCRA AMENDMENT
BILL, 2026

DESIGNATED|
AUTHORITY

ECONOMY NEWS

Flexible Inflation Targeting Framework 2026-2031

% The government has notified the inflation target for 2026-2031 under the Flexible
Inflation Targeting (FIT) framework.

+ The FIT framework was given legal status through an amendment to the Reserve
Bank of India Act, 1934, in 2016.
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+ Inflation target remains 4% (Consumer Price Index - CPI) with a tolerance band
of 2%—-6% for 2026-2031.

+ Reserve Bank of India manages inflation through the Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC), a 6-member body.

s Inflation outside the 2%-6% band for 3 consecutive quarters is considered a
policy failure.

Nﬂﬂ "EXPLAINING INDIA'S FLEXIBLE INFLATION TARGETING (FIT) FRAMEWORK (2026-2031) %

INTRODUCTION & LEGAL BASIS #— THE INFLATION TARGET — KEY MECHANISM:
(2026-2031) MONETARY POLICY COMMITTEE (MPC)

HIGH INFLATION

:  TOLERANCE BAND G\
@ 2%~ 6% nu”ﬂ

AT
= =

Mint Street, Mumbai
RESERVE BANK OF INDIA (RBI)
MANAGES INFLATION

NOTIFIED NEW TARGET

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA (Gol)
(2026-2031) i

INFLATION TARGET: 4% i
(Consumer Price Index - CPI) %

LEGAL STATUS: 5,
b 2016 Amendment to the [ e MONETARY POLICY COMMITTEE (MPC):
RESERVE BANK OF INDIA Low INFL(I:{:E#'{%EFLATION 6-MEMBER BODY (4eC)

(RBI) ACT, 1934

f (3 from RBI, 3 from Government)

. l o
% POLICY FAILURE DEFINITION —— @@ @
“©
-

POLICY FAILURE: Exnple. =

Inflation remains OUTSIDE

the 2%-6% Band for Uses Policy Rate

3 CONSECUTIVE QUARTERS ~ Sttt (e.. Berende)  Uses Policy Rates
QLD B O to influence (e.g., Repo Rate) to

Requires RBI to explain failure and recommend corrective actions to Government. inflation influence inflation

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY NEWS

Titanium-Rich Rocks on the Moon

INDIA DEGODES MOON’S
TITANIUM-RICH SEGRETS

scientists from IIT
and PRL have
uncovered key
insights into

titanium-rich lunar
rocks, helping
decode the Moon’s
interior and hoosting
greparalmns for the

handrayaan-4
mission.

% A new study by the Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur and Physical
Research Laboratory explained how titanium-rich rocks formed on the Moon.
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Lunar basalts have very high titanium dioxide (TiO2), up to 18%, compared to less
than 2% on Earth.

Scientists conducted high-pressure and high-temperature experiments to study
conditions inside the Moon.

The study found a two-stage process of melting and mixing inside the Moon’s
mantle.

A dense ilmenite-bearing layer (a titanium-rich mineral layer) sank and melted to
form titanium-rich magma.

This magma later rose and formed titanium-rich volcanic rocks on the Moon’s
surface.

Deep-Sea Rare Earth Discovery in Japan

0
0‘0
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0‘0
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JAPAN TO TEST
DEEP SEA

'RARE EARTH MINING

Japan discovered a massive deep-sea rare earth deposit under the Pacific Ocean
near Minamitorishima Island.

The deposit contains about 16 million tonnes of rare earth elements like yttrium
and dysprosium metals.

It was found nearly 6,000 metres deep using the advanced drilling vessel Chikyu.

Rare earth elements are important for electric vehicles, wind turbines and modern
electronic devices.
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The deposit may meet global demand for some key elements for up to 700 years.

CALM-Brain Repository

Y/
0'0

Y/
0'0

Y/
0'0

India’s first digital repository on brain structure and function, CALM-Brain, has
been launched in Bengaluru.

It is developed by researchers at the National Institute of Mental Health and
Neurosciences and NCBS (National Centre for Biological Sciences).

CALM-Brain stores data on psychiatric disorders like addiction, bipolar disorder,
dementia, OCD (obsessive compulsive disorder), and schizophrenia.

It includes clinical, brain imaging, behavioural, and genetic data for research.

The repository will help in better understanding, diagnosis, and treatment of
mental health disorders.

Launch of CALM-Brain Database

REPORTS AND INDICES

IIED Food Security Index

R/
0.0

The International Institute for Environment and Development released the I[IED
Food Security Index.

The index measures food security based on four pillars: availability, accessibility,
utilisation (use of food), and sustainability.

It studies the impact of climate change under different warming levels, like 1.5°C
and 2°C.

India is ranked among the most vulnerable large economies to food insecurity in
the index.
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+ India’s food security score may fall by about 15% under warming scenarios,
increasing the risk of severe food insecurity.

? d IIED FOOD SECURITY INDEX §

Released by the International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED)

sl FOUR PILLARS OF FOOD SECURITY [Cam m IMPACT OF e INDIA'S VULNERABILITY N
gl CLIMATE CHANGE § ™~ =

o MOST VULNERABLE LARGE ECONOMIES
GLOBAL WARMING TO FOOD INSECURITY
o

..
&

08! vinera
Jarge economies
Drought Extreme
heat
~ -~
Floods Damaged -
o ’
i INDIA'S FOOD

Studies the effects SECURITY SCORE
MAY FALL

on food systems

under different INCREASED RISK
warming scenarios. Score drop of about 15%  OF SEVERE FOOD
Long-term Environmental, under warming scenarios.  INSECURITY

and Proper Use Social, and Economic Viability \

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS

QS World University Rankings 2026

WORLD
UNIVERSITY |
RANKINGS

QS World University
Rankings by Subject | 2026
Business and Management

IIM KOZHIKODE
greks o 1 G
TOP-100 GLOBAL RANK

+ Indian Institute of Management, Kozhikode entered the global top 100 in QS
World University Rankings by Subject 2026.

s It secured 78th rank worldwide in the Business and Management Studies
category.

% The institute improved from 141st rank in 2025, showing strong progress.
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% QS rankings evaluated 6,277 institutions globally across many subjects.

+ IIM Kozhikode earlier moved from the 401-450 band in 2021 to the top 100 in
2026.
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