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TNPSC BITS

+ The Union cabinet has approved 222,919 crores of the Electronics Component
Manufacturing Scheme for a period of six years.

+ The Union education ministry has launched the “Baalpan ki Kavita” initiative for
preparing a compendium of nursery rhymes and poems in all “Bharatiya Bhasha”
as well as English.

+ The second Global Conference on Air Pollution and Health, hosted by WHO and
the Government of Colombia, was held in Cartagena, Colombia.

+ The Lok Sabha has passed the Tribhuvan Sahkari University Bill, 2025 for the
creation of India’s first-ever national cooperative university at the Institute of
Rural Management Anand (IRMA) in Gujarat.

+ India’s doubles badminton specialist player B Sumeeth Reddy from Telangana
has announced his retirement from professional badminton.

% The 14th edition of the Indian - Russia bilateral naval exercise INDRA is being
held in Chennai.

+ India has launched ‘Operation Brahma’, an emergency relief mission aimed at
providing the disaster relief, search and rescue operations in the Earth quake hit
Myanmar.

s Over 21.7 lakh persons attended the Gram Sabha meetings conducted by 12,481
village panchayats on March 29, 2025 all over Tamil Nadu to mark World Water
Day.

+ The union government plans to launch a new app-based taxi service, ‘Sahkar’,
on the lines of Ola and Uber.

% The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) Private Sector Collaborative Forum
(PSCF) 2025 was held in Mumbai.

+ The Union Govt has launched Biosarthi mentorship program to nurturing India’s
emerging biotech startups through expert guidance and capacity building.

+ The WHO Released New Guidance on Mental Health Policy and Strategic Action
Plans which replaces its 2004 mental health policy framework and service
guidance package, offering a clear path for countries to improve mental health
systems.

% Greater Chennai Corporation has planned to construct air-conditioned rest areas
for gig workers who are involved in food and e commerce delivery on important
roads in the city, similar to that of Dubai.

% The Maharashtra government has formed a dedicated cell under the Additional
Secretary (Home) for dealing with mercy petitions filed by death row convicts.
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+ The Ministry of Defence has signed a contract with the various entities for the
procurement of the Nag Missile System (NAMIS) Tracked version of the anti-tank
weapon platform, and around 5,000 Light Vehicles for the armed forces, at a total
cost of around Rs 2,500 crore.

% World Piano Day is observed on the 28th (if it is a leap year) or 29th of March -
88th day of the year because of the number of keys on the instrument.

+¢ The Indian Prime Minister Modi visits RSS Headquarters in Nagpur for the first
time since becoming PM.

o Atal Bihari Vajpayee had visited it in 2000 during his third term as PM.

« The library being constructed at a cost of 3290 crore in Tiruchi would be named after
former Tamil Nadu Chief Minister K. Kamaraj.

o The major libraries established in Chennai, Madurai and Coimbatore have been
named after the former Chief Ministers C.N. Annadurai and M. Karunanidhi and
social reformer Periyar’ E.V. Ramasamy.

* The new e-pass system, restricting the number of tourist vehicles, as mandated by
the Madras High Court, came into operation in the Nilgiris and Kodaikanal on April
1 and it will remain in force till June 30.

« The Spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama was honored with the prestigious Gold Mercury
Award for peace and visionary governance at his residence in Dharamshala.

« The grand statue of Maharaja Agrasen was unveiled in the auditorium of Maharaja
Agrasen Medical College campus in Hisar, Haryana.

« The fourth edition of Exercise Tiger Triumph™ 2025, a bilateral India-US Tri-Service
exercise is being held in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh.

« The Renault Group will assume 100 percent control of the Renault Nissan Automotive
India Private Limited (RNAIPL) after acquiring the 51 per cent stake currently held by
Nissan.

% The Indian Air Force (IAF) is participating in multinational air exercise INNOCHOS-25
along with USA, France, Spain, Israel and others in Greece.

« Rafael Mariano Grossi, Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), has expressed the strong support for India's bid to join the Nuclear Suppliers
Group (NSG).

% Indian Army’s Kolkata, West Bengal-based Eastern Command has carried out a joint
Tri-Service Integrated Multi-Domain Warfare Exercise- Prachand Prahaar2025 in the
Eastern Theatre.

« Japan plans to revise the Financial Instruments and Exchange Act to give the crypto
assets a legal status as financial products.

+ Each year on March 31, the world observes the Transgender Day of Visibility (TDOV)
to raise awareness about transgender people.
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+ The Keeranatham village panchayat in Coimbatore has encouraged the public to
bring plastics and collect a cash reward of R10 per kg.

« The IIT -Madras has established the Rekhi Centre of Excellence for science of
happiness to work towards integrating the happiness studies into the academic
curriculum.

% Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) has secured the operation and maintenance
contract for Chennai Metro Rail Limited’s (CMRL) Phase II network.

+ Waaree Energies Ltd has announced the launch of India's largest solar cell facility
with a capacity of 5.4 gigawatt (GW) at Chikhli in Gujarat.

% The Gujarat CM inaugurated India's largest Chlorotoluene plant, established by
Gujarat Alkalies and Chemicals Limited (GACL) at Dahej, Gujarat.

+ The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, in collaboration with the
various institutions, successfully hosted India’s first Nano Electronics Roadshow
in IISc Bengaluru.

% The Indian Naval Sailing Vessel (INSV) Tarini, crewed by women officers Lt Cdr
Dilna K. and Lt Cdr Roopa A., has arrived at Cape Town, South Africa and is
marking the fourth and final stopover in their global circumnavigation expedition
- Navika Sagar Parikrama II.

+» Shirley Botchwey from Ghana assumed office as the 7th Secretary General of the
Commonwealth of Nations and became the first African woman to hold the
position.

% Over 7,100 Olive Ridley Sea turtle hatchlings have been released into the sea
from Kodiyakarai and Arcotthurai hatcheries in the Vedaranyam Wildlife
Range in Nagapattinam district.

% Tamil Nadu Chief Minister announced that a statue of German philosopher

and socialist leader Karl Marx in Chennai, and a memorial building for the

late All India Forward Bloc leader P.K. Mookiah Thevar in Usilampatti in

Madurai district.

% The first-ever calf born through In-Vitro Fertilized Embryo Transfer (IVF-ET)
technology in Puducherry has been delivered at Kanuvapet village near
Villianur.

% The Warangal Chapata chilli, or as it is called Tomato chilli, from Telangana
has been granted the Geographical Indication tag by the GI Registry, Chennai.

% The biannual Army Commanders’ Conference was held in New Delhi.

% The famous Saudagari block print, prepared by the artisans of Jamalpur in
Ahmedabad in Gujarat, has received the GI tag for its unique craftsmanship.
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% N Chandrasekaran, the chairman of Tata Sons, has joined the International
Monetary Fund managing director's Advisory Council on Entrepreneurship
and Growth.

% India finished the Asian Wrestling Championships 2025 in Amman, Jordan,
with 10 medals- 1 gold, 3 silver, 6 bronze.

% The International Fact-Checking Day is observed on April 2 to detect the
misinformation and combat the spread of false information online.

+ The Tamil Nadu government is planning to establish parks for pets in Chennai
and Coimbatore.

+ The President Droupadi Murmu has withheld assent to Tamil Nadu’s Bill seeking
exemption from the mandate of National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test (NEET)-
based admissions for undergraduate medical courses in government medical
colleges.

+ Chennai and Kamarajar Ports together have recorded an operating income of over
%2,200 crore and crossed 100 million metric tonnes (MMT) of cargo handling.

« Out of the 35 approved locations, 5 Multi-Modal Logistics Parks at Jogighopa in
Assam, Chennai, Bengaluru, Nagpur and Indore are under the development and
expected to be operational in FY 2025-26 and FY 2026-27.

+ Kathak Kendra, a unit of Sangeet Natak Akademi, has hosted the 37th Kathak
Mahotsav 2025 in New Delhi.

+ Kerala's tribal handicraft Kannadippaya have been granted the Geographical
Indication (GI) tag.
« Thailand hosted the sixth BIMSTEC Summit, under the theme of "BIMSTEC:

Prosperous, Resilient and Open”.

+ Lok Sabha on April 3, 2025, made a record when the Zero Hour lasted for more
than five hours and a whopping 202 MPs spoke.

o Earlier, on July 18, 2019, 161 MPs had spoken during the extended Zero
Hour.

% Tamil Nadu government plans to borrow 320,000 crore in the first quarter of fiscal
2025-26.

+ A High-Level Committee (HLC) led by Union Home Minister approved %1,280.35
crore additional Central assistance to Bihar, Himachal Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry, affected by flood, flash flood, cloudburst, landslides, cyclonic storm,
during 2024.

+ The Union Government has announced plans to establish 440 Eklavya Model
Residential Schools (EMRS), ensuring one school in every block with over 50%
ST population and at least 20,000 tribal residents.
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+ India and Japan are finalising the Joint Crediting Mechanism (JCM) to share the
emission reduction credits under Article 6.2 of the Paris Agreement.

% Indian media and entertainment (M&E) sector grew 8.1% in 2023 to reach 32.32
trillion from %2.14 trillion in 2022 and is expected to reach %3.08 trillion in 2026.

+ The National Green Tribunal has organised the two-day National Conference on
Environment 2025 in New Delhi.

+ The Punjab government plans to develop Jhajjar-Bachauli Wildlife Sanctuary in
Sri Anandpur Sahib into an eco-tourism hub and Punjab’s first leopard safari.

+ The report named ‘2030 Global Forest Vision (GFV): the Priority Actions for the
Governments in 2025’ was recently released by Forest Declaration Assessment.

s After 320 international appearances and 158 goals spread over 15 years, Indian
women’s hockey player Vandana Katariya of Uttarakhand has announced her
retirement recently.

% Niharika Singhania, a young Indian equestrian athlete, secured the first position
in the renowned Azelhof CSI Lier equestrian competition held in Belgium.

% The Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) has announced April 2025 as the
“Customer Service Month”.

Y/

+ The Defence Ministry has given an in-principal approval for Telangana’s Adilabad
airport to be used for civil operations.

% The Union Cabinet has approved the establishment of the Third Launch Pad (TLP)
at the Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC) in Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh.

+ The ISRO has announced significant progress in the design and development of
a Semi cryogenic engine or Liquid Oxygen/Kerosene engine with a high thrust of
2,000 kN (kilonewton).

o It will power the Semi cryogenic booster stage of the Launch Vehicle Mark-3
(LVMB).

+ The IIT- Madras have created a wireless real-time indoor mapping technology to
assist first responders in public safety and rescue operations.

+ India has been appointed to United Nations Intergovernmental Working Group of
Experts on International Standards of Accounting and Reporting (ISAR) for the
period 2025-2027.

+ Bangladesh assumed the chairmanship of the regional grouping — Bay of Bengal
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) — for
the next two years.

% The Indian Navy launched the Offshore Patrol Vessel INS Sunayna as part of the
Indian Ocean Ship (IOS) SAGAR initiative.
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Chennai's second airport at Parandur has received the in-principal approval from
the Centre.

7
0.0

Delhi has officially joined the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana, becoming the 35th State/UT to implement the national health insurance
scheme.

s The DRDO and the Indian Army successfully conducted four flight tests of the
Army variant of the Medium-Range Surface-to-Air Missile (MRSAM) system.

% Hitesh Gulia of Haryana made history by becoming the first Indian boxer to win
a gold medal in the 2025 World Boxing Cup in Brazil.

v The President of India Droupadi Murmu has received the ‘City Key of Honour’ of
Lisbon City from the Mayor of Lisbon, Portugal.

+ Tamilnadu Govt is going to set up a manimandapam in honour of late leader of
the Dravidian movement W.P.A. Soundarapandian.

% Indian sand artist Sudarsan Patnaik from Odisha has become the first Indian to
receive the prestigious Fred Darrington Sand Master Award for his outstanding
contributions to sand art during the Sand world 2025 International Sand Art
Festival in Dorset, England.

+ Chhattisgarh State Power Generation Company Limited (CSPGCL) will set up the
first super critical thermal power project (SCTPP) in Korba district.

4

% Mount Kanlaon, one of the Philippines' most active volcanoes, erupted recently.

% Tamil Nadu is going to introduce Al, coding basics for classes 6-9 starting from
2025-2026, thus making it as the first state in India.

+ The Gennova Biopharmaceuticals, has announced a collaboration to advance the
development of a self-amplifying messenger ribonucleic acid (saRNA) vaccine for
the Nipah virus.

% The Google has unveiled its seventh-generation artificial intelligence chip, named
Ironwood, which is designed to speed the performance of Al applications.

% The Indian Institute of Management (IIM)-Ahmedabad is going to establish its
first oversea campus in Dubai, UAE.

+ Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai,
Deputy Prime Minister, and Minister of Defence of the UAE, made his 1st official
visit to India recently.

% IIT- Madras’s start-up, Plugzmart, has developed a fast EV charger for the heavy

vehicles and is the first start-up in India to receive the certification from the
Automotive Research Association of India.

+ The Inland Waterways Authority of India has launched a digital portal to facilitate
private investment in the development of jetties and terminals on the National
Waterways.
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+ Bengaluru-based payments infrastructure provider Juspay has become India's
first unicorn of 2025 after securing $60 million funds.

+ The weavers of the renowned Kancheepuram cotton saree and the Rasipuram
silk saree have applied for the prestigious Geographical Indication (GI) tag.

% The Amalsad Chikoofruit, which takes its name from a village in Gujarat’s Navsari
district, was awarded the Geographical Indication (GI) tag.

+» Chhattisgarh Chief Minister has laid the foundation stone for state's first Gallium
Nitride (GaN)-based semiconductor fabrication facility in New Raipur.

« Japan has built the world's first 3D-printed train station in just six hours.

+ During the 62nd National Maritime Day, Rajesh Unni, the founder of Synergy
Marine Group, was honored with the National Maritime Varuna Award 2025.

% A team of researchers from Kerala has been awarded the Future Conservationist
Award by the Conservation Leadership Programme (CLP) for their project on the
conserving the Malabar Grey Hornbill, an endemic and vulnerable species of the
Western Ghats.

Y/

+ The Paradip Port Authority (PPA) has retained its No. 1 status in cargo handling
among the Indian Major Ports for the second consecutive year by handling an
impressive 150.41 MMT.

+ Kerala becomes the first State to achieve total digital literacy with the help of ‘Digi
Kerala’ digital literacy program.

+ Kerala’s Chief Minister declared Dharmadam as state’s first extreme poverty-free
constituency, paving the way for the State to achieve a full eradication of extreme
poverty by November 1, 2025.

< The Prime Minister Modi was awarded the ‘Sri Lanka Mitra Vibhushana’, the
country’s highest civilian honour, by the Sri Lankan President.

+ International Day of Conscience is observed annually on April 5 to highlight the
significance of our inner moral compass, urging the individuals to reflect on their
values, actions and responsibilities.

+ International Day of Sports for Development and Peace was observed on April 6th
under the theme of “Levelling the Playing Field: Sport for Social Inclusion”.

% The International Romani Day is observed annually on April 8 to celebrate the
Romani culture and raise awareness the social, political and economic issues
faced by the Romani community.

« In Punjab, Milkfed, the seventh largest Punjab-based milk cooperative of India,
has launched its own mascot Veera’ for its dairy brand ‘Verka’ to well popularise
its products and boost sales across the country.
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+ The Saras Mk2, an updated version of an India-designed civilian aircraft, is set
to test-fly in December 2027.

+ The Indira Gandhi Cultural Centre, the cultural arm of the High Commission of
India in Bangladesh, celebrated the 75th Anniversary of the Indian Council for
Cultural Relations (ICCR) at the Indian Cultural Centre, Dhaka.

+ Madhya Pradesh government has officially declared a new wildlife sanctuary at
Sagar district in the name of Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar Abhyaran.

+ In the first leg of the International Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF) World Cup
2025 at Buenos Aires, Argentina, India finished second with a total of 8 medals,
including 4 gold, 2 silver and 2 bronze after China.

% The United Kingdom is poised to host the 2035 FIFA Women’s World Cup.

Y/

+ Volcanic Mount Spurr, situated near Anchorage, Alaska of the USA, has erupted
very actively, which hasn't erupted in over 5,000 years.

« The Indian Institute of Creative Technologies (IICT), Mumbai has collaborated with
various organizations for the establishment of a world-class institute dedicated to the
Animation, Visual Effects, Gaming, Comics, and Extended Reality (AVGC-XR) sector.

% Meghalaya received two top awards from the Unique Identification Authority of India
(UIDAI) as the best-performing State in carrying out mandatory biometric updates of
children and in the verification of adult Aadhaar enrolment.

% According to the ACI World, Delhi's Indira Gandhi International Airport became the
9th busiest airport in the world in 2024.

% The Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) is going to invest INR 61,000 crore to set up a world-
class petrochemical complex near its Paradip refinery in Odisha.

+ Indian endocrinologist Dr. Ambrish Mithal, has been honored with the 2025
Committee of Scientific Advisors (CSA) Medal of Achievement by the International
Osteoporosis Foundation (IOF) for his exceptional contributions to osteoporosis
research.

« The Cheetah Project Steering Committee has approved the translocation of a few
cheetahs from Kuno National Park to Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary, both located
in Madhya Pradesh.

¢ The 3rd BIMSTEC Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture was held in Kathmandu, Nepal.

« Singapore Changi Airport is named as the World's Best Airport for 2025, according
to the Skytrax World Airport Awards.

«» The Bihar Chief Minister unveiled the official mascot and logo of the Khelo India
Youth Games 2025 in Patna.

o The mascot will be “Gajsimha” which symbolizes the power of elephant and heart
of lion.
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« Mauritius has become the first African country to sign a Country Partnership Frame
work (CPF) with the International Solar Alliance (ISA).

o The island nation is the fourth globally, after Bangladesh, Bhutan, and Cuba, to
formalize the framework.

+» The high energy physics group from the department of physics, the University of
Jammu, was recognised as part of the international team awarded the Break
through Prize 2025 in Fundamental Physics — referred to as the “Oscars of the
Science”.

% The sixth edition of the India-Uzbekistan joint military exercise Dustlik has been
commenced in Pune.

+ Odisha has become the 34th state of India to implement the Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY).

« Former Supreme Court judge Dinesh Maheshwari is appointed chairperson of the
23rd Law Commission.

+ In a first-of-its-kind move, the Mumbai-Manmad Panchavati Express has become
the first train in India to have an ATM installed onboard.

+ Techvantage.ai, an enterprise Al innovation, conducted India’s first large-scale
Agentic Al Hackathon as part of Agentic Al Week, in collaboration with CrewAl.

% Tamil Nadu Chief Minister inaugurated Sify Infinit Spaces Limited Owned South
India’s largest Al-ready data centre campus in Siruseri.

+ India’s sole Underwater Acoustic Test Facility (ATF) at Chennai’s National
Institute of Ocean Technology (NIOT) has been recognised as India’s “Designated
Laboratory” in the field of underwater acoustics under the International Bureau
of Weights and Measures (BIPM), Paris.

+ Mathew Samuel Kalarickal, eminent cardiologist, also recognised as the Father
of Angioplasty’ in India, passed away recently.

% Amrita Vidyalayam of Coimbatore has set 27 world records as part of the Amrita
Vidyalayam World Records Festival 2025, an event organised to mark the school’s
25th year of educational service.

% The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has been elected as the Chair of the INTERPOL
Committee on Governance.

% The year-long campaign on maternal and newborn health, titled as the Healthy
beginnings, hopeful futures, was launched on World Health Day (7t April).

% The Maharashtra government will rename Khultabad, the historic town housing
Mughal emperor Aurangzeb’s tomb, to ‘Ratnapur’.

% Tamil Nadu govt has increased the subsidy provided for applying for Geographical
Indications (GI) tags to %1 lakh from %25,000.
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+ India and Slovakia have signed their first defence MoU to co-develop technologies
for next-generation combat vehicles under India's indigenous manufacturing
initiative.

+ National Hydroelectric Power Corporation Private Limited (NHPC) has completed

the trial run for Unit 2 (200 MW) of the Parbati-II Hydroelectric Project in

Himachal Pradesh.

% India revised its Domestically Manufactured Iron & Steel Products Policy for 2025
to boosting the competitiveness of local manufacturers.

« WHO has published its first-ever reports addressing the critical lack of medicines
and diagnostic tools for invasive fungal diseases, showing the urgent need for
innovative research and development (R&D) to close these gaps.

Y/

+ The Academy awards (Oscars) have announced the creation of new category as
‘the Achievement in Stunt Design’, and the award will be introduced at the 100th
Academy Awards for films released in 2027.

« US troops will be allowed to deploy troops in areas adjacent to the Panama Canal,
according to an agreement signed between the two nations.

% The Indian Navy has successfully launched the fifth 25-tonne Bollard Pull (BP)
Tug, ‘Ojas’, from Kolkata.

Y/

+ The Meta has introduced its newest series - Llama 4, which will now improve the
abilities of Meta Al across services like WhatsApp, Instagram, and Messenger.

« At the Next 25 conference, Google introduced Ironwood, their seventh-generation
Tensor Processing Unit (TPU), the most powerful, scalable and an energy-efficient
TPU Google has ever developed.

% Indian Army has concluded ARMEX-24, a high-altitude adventure expedition,
involving journey from the dense jungles of North Bengal to the snow-clad heights
of Sikkim.

% Amaravati, the planned capital of Andhra Pradesh, is set to create history as it
targets to become the world's first city to be powered entirely by renewable energy.

+ The Indian Air Force participates in Exercise Desert Flag-10 along with Australia,
Bahrain, France, Germany, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Republic of Korea, Turkey, UAE,
UK, and USA which is being hosted by the UAE.

+ India participated in Africa’s largest tech and startup show, GITEX Africa 2025,
held in Morocco.

s The 9th edition of the Global Technology Summit (GTS), a flagship event co-hosted
by the Ministry of External Affairs, and Carnegie India, took place in New Delhi.

< The 2025 World Press Photo of the Year has been awarded to Samar Abu Elouf,
a Doha-based Palestinian photographer, for her poignant image of a young boy
who severely injured while fleeing an Israeli attack in Gaza.
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s The Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority
(APEDA) has facilitated the first ever commercial sea shipments of the Indian
pomegranates from Maharashtra to USA.

7
0.0

Osmania University's iconic heritage arts college building in Hyderabad, become
the third building in the country to get its facade trademark registered in the
Trade Marks Registry of the govt of India.

o India already has two trademarked buildings — the Taj Mahal Palace Hotel and
the Bombay Stock Exchange building in Mumbai.

7
0.0

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister unveiled a statue of Dr. V. Shanta, former chairperson
of the Adyar Cancer Institute, and inaugurated a memorial museum dedicated to
her on the premises of the institute at Adyar in Chennai.

7
0.0

Tamil Nadu Industrial Development Corporation (TIDCO) will set up 350-acre
park at Varapatti, Coimbatore for the industries in the semiconductor, defence,
and aerospace sectors.

+ The Tamil Nadu government has notified the two Acts — The Tamil Nadu Private
Universities (Amendment) Act, 2024, and The Tamil Nadu Public Buildings
(Licensing) Amendment Act, 2024, — in the Government Gazette, after both Bills
passed by the Assembly, received the Governor’s assent.

+ The Tamil Nadu government will take steps to explore the possibility of getting a
GI tag for a tamarind variety from Pennagaram in Dharmapuri.

% Tamil week celebration would be organised from April 29 to May 5 on account of
the Bharathi Dasan’s birthday anniversary in Tamil Nadu.

+ The Mumbai International Cruise Terminal (MICT), India’s largest cruise terminal
was launched with the handlining capacity of 10,000 passengers per day.

s The first-ever “Himalayan High Altitude Atmospheric and the Climate Research
Centre” was inaugurated in the higher hill reaches of Nathatop in Jammu and
Kashmir.

7
0.0

The Comprehensive Remote Sensing Observation on Crop Progress (CROP) is a
semi-automated and scalable framework, developed by ISRO’s National Remote
Sensing Centre (NRSC).

o It enables the near real-time monitoring of crop sowing and harvesting during
the Rabi season across India.

X3

%

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister has released a book on the life and legacy of Justice Party
leader and former Chief Minister of the erstwhile Madras Presidency P.T. Rajan titled
‘Dravida Araneriyalar Thamizhavel P.T. Rajan Vaazhve Varalaru’.

X3

%

India has officially nominated M Revathi, Joint Wireless Advisor at the Department
of Telecommunications (DoT), as the country’s candidate for the post of Director of
the the Radiocommunication Bureau at the International Telecommunication Union
(ITU).
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+ The Government of Andhra Pradesh made strides towards establishing India’s first
Quantum Computing Village in Amaravati.

% According to the IMF’s report "Power Hungry: How Al Will Drive Energy Demand" the
integration of Al into global systems is expected to raise global output by about 0.5
percent annually between 2025 and 2030.

% Telangana government and leading Japanese firms would work together to establish
an Eco Town in Hyderabad.

+ The Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) has achieved a very historic
milestone in the financial year 2024-25, recording a turnover of Rs 1.70 lakh crore
during the period.

Y/

« In recognition of the cultural and ecological value of yaks, the Nepal government has
declared 20 April as National Yak Day.

Y/

« US Vice President JD Vance made first visit to India since assuming office.

Y/

« The Coimbatore-based Ganga Hospital designated as a Global Centre of Excellence
(GCOE) in trauma, joint replacement, and arthroscopy surgeries for training
orthopaedic surgeons in Asia Pacific region.

o This is the first GCOE for trauma surgery in the world.

Y/

% India inaugurated the world’s 17th Athlete Passport Management Unit at the National
Dope Testing Laboratory in New Delhi.

o Itis a specialized unit dedicated to monitoring and managing athletes’ biological
passports, ensuring fair play and upholding the integrity of clean sport.

+ Tamil Nadu Chief Minister announced the establishment of a new university in
Kumbakonam in honour of former chief minister M Karunanidhi.

% The Tamil Nadu State government will establish a residential training centre to
accommodate 500 aspirants preparing for the civil services examination, at
Shenoy Nagar in Chennai.

¢ “Tamilar Nidhi Nirvakam: Thonmaiyum Thodarchiyum (Tamils’ Fiscal
Administration: Antiquity and Continuity)” was a publication brought out
recently by the Finance Department of the Tamil Nadu government.

% Garia Puja, a religious festival which honours the deity Garia, is celebrated in
Tripura.

+ India’s Sourav Kothari clinched the 2025 IBSF World Billiards title after a victory
over Pankaj Advani in the final in Carlow, Ireland.

+ The Indian Air Force has conducted a large-scale wargame - "Exercise Aakraman"
which focusing on enhancing offensive capabilities across both mountainous and
ground-based terrains.

+ Kumar Mangalam Birla, Chairman, Aditya Birla Group, received the prestigious
Lata Deenanath Mangeshkar Award 2024.
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+ India has achieved a record of over 145 million tonnes of cargo movement on
inland waterways in 2024-25 from 18 million metric tonnes in 2014-15.

+ The Government has approved the procurement of Tur, Urad and Masur under
Price Support Scheme (PSS) equivalent to 100% of the production of the state for
the procurement year 2024-25.

+ The Film and Television Institute of India (FTII) Pune, and the Satyajit Ray Film
and Television Institute (SRFTI), Kolkata have been notified as the Institutions
Deemed to be the Universities under the distinct category by the Ministry of
Education.

% Don Pettit (70), the oldest serving astronaut at NASA, back to Earth after
spending over 220 days on board the International Space Station (ISS).

+ Founder of KIIT and KISS, Dr. Achyuta Samanta was conferred the Gurudev
Kalicharan Brahma Award 2025.

% The Tamil Nadu School Education Department will soon implement an
initiative, ‘Thiran’, to increase students’ proficiency in English, Tamil, and
maths.

% Bhuvnesh Kumar assumed charge as the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of
Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI)

% China has launched its Shenzhou-20 mission, carrying three astronauts to
the Tiangong space station on the occasion of China’s 10th Space Day.

% The WHO has announced 13 ambitious commitments across 8 key areas at
the Nutrition for Growth (N4G) Summit, hosted by the Government of France.

% Tamil Nadu State government would bear the 18% GST levied on the MLA
constituency development fund.

o Tamil Nadu had the highest allocation for the scheme in the country and
that every constituency received X3 crore per year.

+ The Indian Institute of Technology Madras has incubated more than 100 deep
tech start-ups in the past financial year.

o In the last 12 years, the institute’s incubation cell has supported 457 deep
tech start-ups, collectively valued at 350,000 crore.

+ The Tamil Nadu government moves Bill to name CM as Chancellor and Minister
of Higher Education the Pro-Chancellor of the proposed Kalaignar University in
Kumbakonam.

% The 20th meeting of the Commission on the Genetic Resources for the Food and
Agriculture (CGRFA-20) was held in Rome.

% Rana Dasgupta, a British author of Indian origin, has been awarded 2025
Windham Campbell Prize for his nonfiction.
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+ Microsoft, one of the most influential Tech giants in the world, is celebrated its
S0th anniversary on April 4, 2025.

+ Indian Prime minister inaugurated the Pamban Rail Bridge, which connects the
mainland to Rameswaram.

+ Bangladesh has become the latest and 54th signatory of the Artemis Mission.

+ The Former Tamil Nadu Congress chief Kumari Ananthan, 93, passed away in
Chennai.

% The Chief Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna recommended Justice B.R. Gavai to the
government for appointment as the 52nd Chief Justice of India.

+ The Madras High Court bans 28 plastic products across Western Ghats in Tamil
Nadu.

+ The Investor Education and Protection Fund Authority (IEPFA) and India Post
Payments Bank (IPPB) has launched Phase 2 of the “Niveshak Didi” initiative.

% The Telangana government has declared heatwaves and sunstroke conditions as
“state-specific disaster”.

« Japan is set to gift two of its iconic Shinkansen trains to India for the trial and
inspection purposes.

% The pharmaceutical exports reached $30,467.32 million in FY25, more than 9
percent increase than $27,851.70 million in FY24.

+ Karnataka has embarked upon a village-level survey for documentation of the
antiquities, the first-of-its-kind in the country.

+ Kerala has become the first state in India to introduce online filing and hearing
facilities for Permanent Lok Adalats.

% The Airports Authority of India (AAI) has handed over the final feasibility report
of the Hosur airport project to the Tamil Nadu government.

+ India's Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) system has helped the country to achieve
cumulative savings of Rs 3.48 lakh crore by plugging leakages in welfare delivery.

% Tamil Nadu has hit a historic high of $14.65 billion in electronics exports in FY24-
25.

+ Tamil Nadu has banned the manufacture, storage, and sale of mayonnaise made
with raw eggs for one year.

% China has launched the world’s first commercial 10-Gigabit (10G) broadband
network.

% This year marks the 70th anniversary of the first Asia-Africa summit, which took
place in Bandung, Indonesia from April 18 to 24, 1955.
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7 Town Panchayats upgradation

+ Tamil Nadu government has upgraded seven town panchayats to municipalities.

R/

+ The town panchayats of Polur, Chengam, Kanniyakumari, Sankagiri, Kothagiri,
Avinashi, and Perundurai have been officially designated as municipalities.

+ The municipalities have been declared under provisions of the Tamil Nadu Urban
Local Bodies Act, 1998.

+ The state government has created 10 new corporations and 31 municipalities in
the last four years.

% As many as 149 panchayats, 4 municipalities, and 5 town panchayats are in the
process of being merged with 16 corporations.

Y/

+ Once the merging and upgrading process is completed, the state will totally have
25 of the municipal corporations including the Greater Chennai Corporation, 146
municipalities, and 491 town panchayats in the state.

Conservation of four species of hornbills 2025

+ The State has planned to establish a Centre of Excellence to conserve the Great
Hornbill, the Malabar Pied Hornbill, the Indian Grey Hornbill, and the Malabar
Grey Hornbill.

+ The State boasts the last remaining habitats of four of the nine hornbill species
found in India.

+ The Forest Department has identified key areas for conservation: Anamalai Tiger
Reserve (for the Malabar Grey Hornbill and the Great Hornbill), Athikkadavu-
Pilloor-Bhavanisagar Valley (for the Malabar Pied Hornbill), and the drier forests
like Sathyamangalam (for the Indian Grey Hornbill).

+ The Great Hornbill and the Malabar Grey Hornbill are listed in the ‘vulnerable’
category of the IUCN Red List.

+ The Malabar Pied Hornbill is described as a ‘near threatened’ species.

+ The Indian Grey Hornbill, with widespread distribution in the country, is in the
‘least concern’ category.

% Hornbills are secondary cavity nesters as they do not make the cavity themselves,
and the same cavities are used for nesting for many years.

« It is also aimed to protect the nesting trees, including the Dipterocarpus indicus,
Cryptocarya anamalayana, and Myristica malabarica.

+ Dipterocarpus indicus and Cryptocarya anamalayana are ‘endangered’, while the
Myristica malabarica is ‘vulnerable’, according to the IUCN Red List.
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Thooimai Mission 2025

R/

+ The Tamil Nadu government has issued an order to form a State-level mission
titled ‘Thooimai Mission’ for sustainable waste management in the State.

+» It also ordered that the Clean Tamil Nadu Company Limited (CTCL) to be brought
under this mission.

+ The mission would provide leadership, policy direction, framing and approving
guidelines besides inter-department coordination.

+ The Chief Secretary will be the Chairperson of the State-Level Executive
Committee.

Y/

+ The district-Level Thooimai Committee, with Collector as Chairperson, shall act
as the intermediary governance unit.

Y/

+ There will also be a Block-Level/Urban Local Body-Level Thooimai Committee.

+ The Clean Tamil Nadu Company Limited (CTCL) is now under the Rural
Development and Panchayat Raj Department.

« It will be transferred to the Special Programme Implementation Department.

TN Council of Historical Research

« The Tamil Nadu Archives and Historical Research has nominated a vice-
chairperson and five members to the Tamil Nadu Council of Historical Research.

+ The council will be headed by the vice-chairperson and include five eminent
scholars.

& The commissioner of Tamil Nadu Archives and Historical Research will be the
vice-chairman.

+ The other members are —

o R. Balakrishnan, eminent scholar, researcher in archaeology;

o S. Jayaseelan Stephen, eminent scholars and researcher in colonial history;
o K.A. Manikumar, eminent scholar and researcher in freedom movement;

o B. Kolappan, journalist, (senior deputy editor, The Hindu), and

o A.R. Venkatachalapathy, professor in the Madras Institute of Development
Studies.

New Integrated Agriculture Extension Centres

v The Tamil Nadu government would set up seven new Integrated Agriculture
Extension Centres at a total cost of 325 crore.
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+ The centres would come up at Mailam and Kandamangalam in Villupuram
district, Thiruchuli in Virudhunagar district, Karambakkudi in Pudukkottai
district, Melpuram in Kanniyakumari district, Sholinghur in Ranipet district and
Thali in Krishnagiri district.

+ The Integrated Agriculture Extension Centres now houses the Department of
Agriculture, Horticulture, Agri Marketing and Agri Business, Seed Certification
and Agricultural Engineering Departments under a single roof.

Real Economic Growth Rate 2024-25

+ Tamil Nadu’s real economic growth rate of 9.69% for 2024-25 marks the highest
for any State in the country.

+ It was according to Union Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation.
+ This is being the highest for the State in the past 10 years.

« At the constant prices (base year: 2011-12), the value of the Gross State Domestic
Product (GSDP) of Tamil Nadu, estimated at ¥15,71,368 crore for 2023-24.

« It had risen to 217,23,698 crore for 2024-25.
% The previous high was 8.59% during 2017-18.

+ The lowest (0.07%) was recorded during 2020-21, the year of the COVID-19
pandemic.

+ At least Tamil Nadu recorded a positive growth, whereas many States had posted
a negative growth then.

+ The term, real growth rate, denotes the rate that is exclusive of inflation.

+ Tamil Nadu’s nominal growth rate for 2024-25 is 14.02%, also the highest among
States.

s The State’s performance has been driven by a 12.7% growth in the tertiary
(services) sector and 9% in the secondary.

+ The primary sector’s performance is abysmally poor, with 0.15%.
+ In the primary sector, crops and livestock are the dominant segments.

« The tertiary sector’s contribution to the State’s Gross State Value Added is
around 53%, followed by the secondary with 37% and the primary with 10%.

+ Tamil Nadu had been “consistently achieving” 8% or more since 2021-22.

« If it maintained 9.7% in the coming years, along with strong exports, it would be
a trillion-dollar economy by 2032-33.
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50 new firkas

+ Chennai, Chengalpattu, Tiruvallur, Kancheepuram and several districts with a
growth in population will get additional revenue inspectors for administering 50
new firkas.

+ The 50 new firkas, comprising a group of villages, will be headed by a revenue
inspector.

+ Chennai district alone would get 14 new firkas, Chengalpattu 4, Tiruvallur 2 and
Kancheepuram 2.

+ Madurai would get 7 new firkas while Salem would get 4. For Tirunelveli, it would
be 3 additional firkas.

+ Cities such as Thoothukudi, Tiruvannamalai, Erode, Tirupattur, Dindigul,
Cuddalore, Thanjavur, Tiruppur and Villupuram would get one firka each.

% The government would also create 25 new revenue villages in districts such as
Chengalpattu, Tiruchi and Madurai.

+ Currently, there are 1,197 firkas and 16,744 villages in the 38 districts of the
State.

Planning Commission on Migrant workers

+ A study conducted by the State Planning Commission (SPC) has found that the
migrant workers are subjected to long working hours.

% 53% of them working for more than eight hours a day.

% A majority of the migrant labourers in the construction sector work for nearly 10
hours a day.

+ In manufacturing, half of them work for more than eight hours a day.
s In the services sector, they work for up to 12 hours a day.
* Around 84% of the workers surveyed are employed without any written contract.

+ They also do not receive any social security benefits such as the Provident Fund,
health insurance, and paid medical leave.

New Projects in Tamil Nadu

+ The Prime Minister laid the foundation for 8300 crore rupees worth of rail and
road projects in Tamil Nadu.

«» He has also launched a new train service between Rameswaram and Tambaram
(Chennai).
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+ He also laid foundation/dedicated the following National Highway (NH) projects -
NH-40, NH-332, NH-32 and NH-36.

Nilgiri Tahr census 2025

R/

+ Tamil Nadu and Kerala will jointly carry out a Nilgiri Tahr census in the span 89
census blocks in Kerala and 176 blocks in Tamil Nadu.

+ The synchronised survey is conducted to commemorate the 50th anniversary of
the establishment of Eravikulam National Park.

+ The Nilgiri Tahr, a vulnerable species endemic to the Western Ghats, is primarily
found in the highlands of southern India.

Y/

+ The Eravikulam National Park hosts the largest population of this species, thus
making the region a major tourist attraction for visitors to Munnar.

Second opinion of Governor

+ The Supreme Court held that a Governor cannot reserve a Bill for the President’s
consideration when the proposed law, which was earlier rejected by him, is
presented for the second time by the State Legislature.

¢ Tamil Nadu Governor had withheld consent to 10 Bills sent to him the first time
for consent under Article 200 of the Constitution.

+ However, in the second round, after the Bills were re-passed by the State
Assembly, the Governor chose to opt to refer them to the President.

< The Governor wanted to reserve the Bill for the consideration of the President, he
ought to have done it in the first instance itself.

+ The apex court had clarified that a Bill is “presented again after reconsideration
in accordance with the first proviso of Article 200, the Governor must grant
assent forthwith or subject to a maximum of one month”.

Miocene-age canyon in Villupuram

+ The Bommayapalayam Canyon is part of a range of ravines skirting the Auroville
bio-region.

s They were formed over the centuries of downcutting by the water currents of the
monsoon rain ferrying topsoil and rock fragments to the Bay of Bengal.

+ The Tamil Nadu government plans to protect the canyon, declaring it a geo-
heritage site.

s It dates back to the Miocene age estimated to be in the range of 23.03 to 5.33
million years ago.
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+ The canyons are the cumulative outcome of years of soil erosion, rather than any
tectonic activity.

TANUVAS Grand supplement for cows

+ Tamil Nadu Irrigated Agriculture Modernisation Project (TNIAMP) provided it free
of cost to over 19,000 farmers.

« TANUVAS Grand helps reduce methane emissions from cattle and improve their
digestion.

s It reduces the methane emissions by 25-30 litres per day per cow by helping the
microorganisms grow in the cow’s first stomach.

Y/

+ As aresult, farmers see increase in milk production and dung output.

International bird Centre

+ The Villupuram Forest Division is working on a proposal for the establishment of
a state-of-the-art international bird centre in Agaram Reserve Forest near
Kazhuveli bird sanctuary.

@,

« The proposed international bird centre will also include an awareness and
interpretation centre, and research-cum-educational facilities with amenities for
tourists.

R/

+ The Kazhuveli lake is connected to the Bay of Bengal by the Uppukalli Creek and
the Yedayanthittu estuary.

Tamil Nadu government’s notification on 10 Acts

+¢ In a historic first, the Tamil Nadu government notified 10 Acts without receiving
assent from either the Governor or the President.

+ This move, unprecedented in Indian legislative history, was enabled by a recent
Supreme Court verdict.

% On April 11, 2025, the Tamil Nadu government officially notified 10 Acts in the
state Gazette.

+ These Acts had previously been passed by the state Assembly and re-adopted in
a special session, after Governor withheld assent and later forwarded them to the
President.

% Most of the acts deal with the appointments of Vice-Chancellors in the State-run
universities, taking away the powers vested with the Governor-Chancellor, and
instead the powers would now vest with the government.
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The Supreme Court verdict has brought what was outside judicial review, under
judicial review, and introduced a provision of deemed approval in case of delay in
assent for Bills.

Now, this verdict is applicable across India.

With the Supreme Court fixing a deadline of one to three months for Governors
to take a call on any future Bills and it is expected that the Governors of all States
will fall in line.

Of course, it is a debatable point whether a Constitutional issue could have been
decided by a two-member Bench when the Constitution prescribes that it must
be decided by a five-member Bench.

Mugger crocodile population

@,
0’0

The Tamil Nadu Forest Department is conducting studies to map the population
of mugger crocodiles in the wild and reduce human-crocodile conflict.

Tamil Nadu is home to a significant population of mugger or marsh crocodiles
(Crocodylus palustris), most widespread crocodilian species in India, particularly
along the Kollidam.

Over 50 individuals were recorded along Anaikarai in Thanjavur district alone.

Tamil Nadu is home to several notable populations of mugger crocodiles in its
breeding centers.

The Sathanur center (Tiruvannamalai district) is home to 299 crocodiles, while
Hogenakkal (Dharmapuri) has 93, and Amaravathi (Tirupur district) hosts a
population of 82.

The Tamil Nadu government had allocated 22.5 crore for the establishment of a
Crocodile Conservation Centre at Anaikarai.

Tamil Nadu’s strategies for Malaria elimination

@,
0’0

In Tamil Nadu, for the past two years, only around 340 cases were reported.
Tamil Nadu used two varieties of malaria commonly — vivax and falciparum.
Between 2001 and 2020, malaria cases declined from 2.09 million to 0.19 million.

The Plasmodium falciparum cases (considered the deadliest) declined from 1.0 to
0.12 million cases during the same period.

The SPR (slide positivity rate) declined from 2.31 to 0.19.
The SFR (slide falciparum rate) declined from 1.11 in 2001 to 0.12 in 2020.

Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Maharashtra, Mizoram, Odisha, U.P. and West Bengal
continue to contribute a high number of cases.
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TN government school students in Higher Education

R/

+ In three years, the number of government school students pursuing the higher
education in Tamil Nadu has increased by nearly 30%.

s Atleast 74% of students who took the Class 12 boards enrolling in colleges in the
2023-24 academic year.

s In 2021-22, this figure was just 45%.

« It rose to 69% in 2022-23 after the state government introduced the Pudhumai
Penn scheme.

+ The initiative provides female government school students enrolled in higher
education institutions with a monthly incentive of Rs 1,000.

< The state rolled out a similar scheme, Tamil Pudhalvan, for male students in
2024.

< In 2022-23, 2,772,744 of 3,97,809 students who wrote the Class 12 exams from
government schools secured college admission.

% In 2023-24, 2,47,744 students out of 3,34,723 students joined colleges.

Y/

+ This includes students who enrolled in ITIs and polytechnic institutions.

+ TN already boasts a high Gross Enrollment Ratio (GER) of 47%, the very highest
among larger Indian states.

Y/

s In total, 7.6 lakh students from across TN had appeared for the Class 12 exams
in 2023-24 and nearly 45% of them were from government schools.

Kurian Joseph commaittee

+ Tamil Nadu’s Chief Minister announced the formation of a high-level committee
to review and recommend the measures to safeguard the rights of states and to
rebalance the federal structure of India.

+ The Former Supreme Court judge Kurian Joseph will head the panel.

+ This committee also includes the former IAS officer Ashok Vardhan Shetty and
an economist M Naganathan.

+ The Former CM M Karunanidhi set up the Rajamannar Committee in 1969 to
study Union-State relations.

% In 1971, the Rajamannar Committee submitted its detailed report.

s Following this, the Union government formed the Sarkaria Commission in 1983
and later the Punchhi Commission in 2007 to further examine Centre-State
relations.
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PwD reservations in Local Bodies

+ The CM Stalin introduced two Bills on nomination of persons with disabilities to
all local bodies in Tamil Nadu.

+ One Bill was introduced on behalf of the Municipal Administration Department.

« It sought to give effect to the State government’s decision to nominate the persons
with disabilities to all the town panchayats, municipal councils, and municipal
corporations by amending the Tamil Nadu Urban Local Bodies Act, 1998.

« Another Bill was introduced on behalf of Rural Development Department.

« It sought to give effect to the government’s decision to nominate one person with
disabilities to all the village panchayats, panchayat union councils, and district
panchayats by amending the Tamil Nadu Panchayats Act, 1994.

% At present, out of the elected representatives, there were only 35 PwDs in urban
local bodies.

Y/

+ Once the Bills are enacted, about 650 differently abled persons in urban local
bodies, 12,913 differently abled persons in village panchayats, 388 differently
abled persons in panchayat unions, 37 differently abled persons in district
panchayats will be appointed.

% One person with disability will be nominated as a member by the government in
the municipal corporation.

+ In the municipal council councils with more than 100 members, two persons with
disabilities (PwDs) will be nominated by the director.

+ The tenure of the nominees will align with the term of the respective council.

+ They will be entitled to receive honoraria, fees, or the allowances similar to those
granted to elected councillors.

+ However, their representation will end if the elected council is dissolved.
+ Notably, the nominees will not have voting rights in any council proceedings.

+ The bills align with the principles of the UN Convention on the Rights of persons
with disabilities, 2006.

Space Industrial Policy - 2025
% The Tamil Nadu Cabinet approved the Tamil Nadu Space Industrial Policy 2025.

+ It aims to attract Rs 10,000 crore in investment in the space tech, create at least
10,000 jobs in the sector.

% Drawing inspiration from the USA Florida’s famed Space Coast, the Tamil Nadu
state government may establish a ‘Space Bay’ across four southern districts—
Madurai, Thoothukudi, Tirunelveli and Virudhunagar.

For any Queries Mail to: thervupettagam@shankariasacad.in 24


mailto:thervupettagam@shankariasacad.in
https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

-*g TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM

ol Information is a Blessing

SHANKAR
IAS ACADEMY
.

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

New Tourism Projects 2025

+ The New eco-tourism and infrastructure development projects worth over Rs 200
crores across Tamil Nadu was announced during the demand for grants in the
Assembly.

+ The government also plans to invest Rs 100 crore to modernise major religious
tourism destinations across Tamil Nadu, including Mamallapuram (Rs 30 crore),
Kanniyakumari (Rs 20 crore), Tiruchendur (Rs 30 crore), and Velankanni and
Nagore in Nagapattinam district (Rs 20 crore).

+ The state will also set up the cultural heritage centres to showcase TN’s Buddhist
and Jain legacies, in Kancheepuram and Madurai respectively.

+ The Kalvarayan Hills in Kallakurichi district, Gomuki and Manimuktha dams,
and the Karumandurai Farm Lake in Salem district will also be developed with
improved infrastructure for tourists.

12 protected sites of Tamilnadu

% A total of 12 historically significant locations will be declared as the protected
monuments/sites.

+ The following locations to be declared protected monuments/sites:
o The Tamili inscriptions in Mannarkoil in Tirunelveli district,

o rock-cut caves in Aralipatti in Sivagangai district,

o Koothapoondiyan Valasu in Dindigul district,

o V. Kottaiyur in Pudukkottai district,

o Dolmens in Mallachanthiram in Krishnagiri district,

o The palace in Thirupullani in Ramanathapuram district

o The Maraiyur Choultry in Narikkudi and boulder and cave paintings in
Meenakshipuram in Rajapalayam taluk,

o The old mandapams in Mamsapuram and in Pillayar Natham —Virudhunagar
district

o Avoor in Tiruvannamalai district, and
o Nayanur in Villupuram district

% A museum for inscriptions would be set up on the World Tamil Sangam campus
in Madurai.
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Kalaignar Kaivinai Thittam 2025

+ Tamil Nadu Chief Minister has launched ‘Kalaignar Kaivinai Thittam’, an artisan
development scheme.

+ This would serve as the State government’s very alternative to the Centre’s PM
Vishwakarma scheme.

% The minimum age of 35 years for the Kalaignar Kaivinai Thittam.

+ The Govt will provide loans in the range of 350,000 to %3 lakh with subsidy.

Rare inscriptions from Pudukkottai district

@,

+ The Epigraphy Division of the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has recently
documented a set of inscriptions from Malayadipatti and Ponnamaravathi in the
Pudukkottai district.

Y/

+ Using the estampage method, the inscriptions were copied onto maplitho paper
for preservation and further study.

Y/

+ They discovered a rock inscription near the Kudambeeswarar Temple.

Y/

+ Preliminary readings date the inscription to the 16th century.

+ It also records the land partition agreement between the villages of Sundara
Chozhapuram and Sevvalur, undertaken for the purpose of excavating an oorani
(a water storage pond).

% Another inscription, found near a sunai (spring), refers to the King Raja Rajan
Sundarapandyan.

+ It records that a man named Udaiyan Perumal from Sevvalur contributed to the
creation of this waterbody.

% At Chozheeswarar Temple in Ponnamaravathi, one of the inscriptions located on
the western side of the sanctum sanctorum, dates back to the 8th regnal year of
Maravarman Kulasekara Pandiyan.

+ It mentions that this temple is known as the Chozheeswarar Udaiya Nayanar
Temple which falls under the Uzhavalai Nadu division.

+ It also mentions the donation of 40 panam for lighting of five lamps at specific
locations within the temple.

% Another inscription found on the eastern wall dates back to the sixth regnal year
of Raja Raja III and talks about the location of the temple as a place under the
jurisdiction of Rajendra Chola Vala Nadu.
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Health Department Announcements in Budget 2025
s TN Health Minister announced the setting up of 642 new sub-health centres.

+ The sub-health centres will be set up in areas where the population exceeds
10,000.

+ 500 PG seats will also be added across 13 government medical colleges and the
Kalaignar Centenary Super Specialty Hospital.

+ The cash assistance Rs.1,000 per month aid will be provided to each of the 7,618
children affected by HIV/AIDS will be funded through the Tamil Nadu Trust.

+ Dialysis facilities will be introduced at 50 upgraded primary health centres.

+ The number of outpatients visiting government hospitals has increased by 56%,
in-patients by 43% and surgeries by 61%.

+ Tamil Nadu health sector’s allocation rose by 8.4%- from 320,197.40 crore to
321,906 crore.

TN Startup Summit 2025
% The Tamil Nadu Startup Summit-25 was held recently.
+ Until March 2021, only 2,032 start-ups were registered in Tamil Nadu.
+ Now, this number has increased to over 10,800.
+ Around 50% of these are founded by women.
+ Regional innovation centre had been planned in Thoothukudi in this fiscal year.

+ In the last four years, regional innovation centres have been established in Erode,
Tirunelveli, Hosur, Salem, Cuddalore, Thanjavur, and Coimbatore.

Project ‘Malarum Punnagai’

+ Thee Virudhunagar district administration have taken many innovative efforts to
set right the protruding teeth or malocclusion among school children.

+ The district administration identified 568 students with protruding teeth through
health camps conducted by Rashtriya Bal Swasthya Karyakram.

v Treatment for this is being classified as cosmetic, no health scheme or insurance
scheme covered the expenditure for this treatment.

% Thus, the district Collector introduced the new project Malarum Punnagai.

+ The children were taken in batches to the private dental hospital since early 2024
for putting the braces.

For any Queries Mail to: thervupettagam@shankariasacad.in 27



mailto:thervupettagam@shankariasacad.in
https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

-*g TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM

ol Information is a Blessing

SHANKAR
IAS ACADEMY
.

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

Urudhunai Loan scheme

+ Tamil Nadu State government will implement the Urudhunai scheme to provide
small and micro loans, worth 325 crore, at reduced interest rates.

«» It will provide to small retailers, traders and manufacturers from Adi Dravidar
and tribal communities through the National Finance Development Fund.

+ The loans under this scheme would be provided, with the State government’s
subsidy, through co-operative banks.

Act to prevent dumping of bio-medical waste

% The Tamil Nadu government introduced a Bill in the Assembly to amend the Tamil
Nadu Prevention of Dangerous Activities of Bootleggers, Cyber Law Offenders,
Drug Offenders, Forest Offenders, Goondas, Immoral Traffic Offenders, Sand
Offenders, Sexual Offenders, Slum-Grabbers and Video Pirates Act, 1982.

+ The bill also says that the IPC, 1860, and the CrPC, 1973, were repealed and re-
enacted as the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 2023 and the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita 2023, respectively.

+ Hence, certain consequential amendments are required to be made in the said
Tamil Nadu Act 14 of 1982.

+ Bio-medical waste offenders, according to the amendment Bill of the Tamil Nadu
Prevention of Detention Act 1982, would be booked under the Goondas Act.

NATIONAL

Boilers Bill, 2024
s The Parliament has passed the Boilers Bill, 2024, with the Lok Sabha approval.
+ The Bill repeals the Boilers Act, 1923.

s It seeks to provide for the regulation of boilers and the safety of life and property
of persons from the danger of explosions of steam boilers.

% The legislation also provides for uniformity in registration and inspection during
the manufacture and use of boilers in the country.

+ In the Boilers Act of 1923, there was no definition of state government, and now
in the new bill, the definition of the state government was incorporated.

For any Queries Mail to: thervupettagam@shankariasacad.in 28



mailto:thervupettagam@shankariasacad.in
https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

SHANKAR
IAS ACADEMY
.

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

ol Information is a Blessing

Carriage of Goods by Sea Bill, 2024

Y/
°

Y/
°

The Carriage of Goods by Sea Bill, 2024, was passed by a voice vote.
The Bill was introduced in Lok Sabha on August 9, 2024.
It seeks to replace the Indian Carriage of Goods by Sea Act, 1925.

It establishes the responsibilities, liabilities, rights, and immunities in case of
goods carried from a port in India to other or to any other port in the world.

The Act is in conformance with the International Convention for the Unification
of Certain Rules of Law relating to Bills of Lading of August 1924 (Hague Rules)
and subsequent amendments to it.

The new Bill retains all provisions of the Act.

Kosi Mechi Intra-State Link Project

Y/
0.0

Y/
0.0

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) approved Kosi Mechi Intra-
State Link Project of Bihar.

This will be included under Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana - Accelerated
Irrigation Benefits Programme (PMKSY-AIBP).

This Project envisages the diversion of part of surplus water of Kosi River for
extending irrigation to Mahananda basin lying in Bihar.

Social Security Coverage

International Labour Organization (ILO) released its latest World Social Protection
Report (WSPR) recently.

India has made very significant strides in expanding its social security coverage,
which has doubled from 24.4% in 2021 to 48.8% in 2024.

Nearly 920 million people, or 65% of the population, are now covered by at least
one form of social protection.

The eShram portal, launched in 2021 to register the unorganized workers, has
recorded 30.68 crore registrations, with women making up 53.68% of the total.

The Atal Pension Yojana has enrolled 7.25 crore people and accumulated a total
corpus of 43,369.98 crore by December 2024.

Indian Ports Bill 2025

®
0.0

@
0‘0

The Lok Sabha passed the ‘Carriage of Goods by Sea Bill, 2024

This bill seeks to modernise and update the legal framework and also Ease of
Doing Business in the country’s maritime sector.
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+ The Bill replaces the colonial-era legislation, the Carriage of Goods by Sea Act,
1925.

+ Bill addresses critical aspects such as pollution control, disaster management,
emergency response, security, safety, navigation, and data management at ports.

+ It also seeks to ensure India’s compliance with the international obligations and
the maritime conventions.

Banking Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2024

+ The Banking Laws Amendment Bill, 2024 which was passed by the Rajya Sabha
by a voice vote.

+ The new banking laws allow a bank account holder to have up to four nominees,
including simultaneous nominations for cash and fixed deposits.

+ The bill also seeks to increase the tenure of the directors (excluding the chairman
and whole-time director) in cooperative banks from eight years to 10 years.

+ Now a director of a central cooperative bank can serve on the board of a state
cooperative bank.

90th Anniversary of RBI

+ The Reserve Bank of India's 90th anniversary commemorative coin unveiled the
at the event held in Mumbai.

+ The Reserve Bank of India was set up under the RBI Act-1934 and commenced
its operations on April 1, 1935 as a privately owned institution.

% It was nationalized in 1949 through Reserve Bank (Transfer to Public Ownership)
Act -1948.

% The first Governor of RBI was Sir Osborne Smith.
% Sir C.D. Deshmukh was the first Indian Governor.

+ RBI is responsible for issuing and managing Indian currency notes except Re.1
notes and coins.

India China 75th Anniversary of Diplomatic Ties 2025

% India and China is celebrating the 75th anniversary of the establishment of the
bilateral diplomatic relations.

+ The Chinese President has said that the bilateral relations should take the form
of a 'dragon-elephant tango' - a dance between their emblematic animals.

For any Queries Mail to: thervupettagam@shankariasacad.in 30



mailto:thervupettagam@shankariasacad.in
https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM

SHANKAR
y IAS ACADEMY Information is a Blessing

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

+ Both countries have established diplomatic relations in 1950, and the Panchsheel
Agreement was signed in 1954.

FPV kamikaze Anti-Tank Drone

% In a first-of-its-kind initiative, the Indian Army has begun inducting a First
Person View (FPV) kamikaze drone equipped with an anti-tank payload.

+ The FPV drones gained very prominence during the war in Ukraine, where they
demonstrated their capacity to alter battlefield dynamics.

+ Kamikaze drones - also known as loitering munitions or suicide drones - are
similar to precision missiles and Unmanned Aerial Systems.

Waqf Amendment Bill 2025

% Parliament cleared the Waqf (Amendment) Bill 2025, after nearly 14-hour debate
in Rajya Sabha by 128 members voting in favour and 95 against.

+ The Lok Sabha passes Wagqgf Bill after 12-hour debate with 288 members vote in
favour, 232 against.

Y/

+ It got the assent of President Droupadi Murmu on April 05th-

Y/

+ Last year, the Bill was referred to a Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) chaired
by Jagdambika Pal for the scrutiny.

+ The new Bill, which seeks to amend the Waqf Act, 1995, governs administration
of waqf properties in India.

+ It streamlines Waqf property management while safeguarding heritage sites and
individual property rights.
+ All information regarding waqf properties must be uploaded to a designated portal

within six months of the law’s enactment.

% Additionally, any new waqf property registrations must be submitted exclusively
through this portal to the respective Waqf Boards.

+ Section 40 of the Waqf Act empowers the Waqf Board to decide if a property is
Wagqf property.

+ The decision of the Board would be final unless it is revoked or modified by the

Wagqf Tribunal.

+ The Bill extends this power, which currently lies with the Waqf Tribunal, to the
District Collector.

% Any government property identified or declared as Waqf property, before or after
the commencement of the Act, shall not be deemed to be a Waqf property.
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v The 1995 Act prescribes a survey of auqaf (plural of waqf) by a Survey
Commissioner appointed by the state government.

+ The amendment Bill replaces the Survey Commissioner with the District Collector
or any other officer not below the rank of a Deputy Collector duly nominated by
the Collector.

+ The Bill proposes allowing a non-Muslim Chief Executive Officer, and at least two
non-Muslim members to be appointed by the state government to the Waqf
Boards at the state level.

+ The Bill proposes to delete the Section 107 of the 1995 law that had made the
Limitation Act, 1963 inapplicable to Waqf properties.

Child Adoptions in India 2024-25

+ India has seen a record number of child adoptions, 4,515 in FY 2024-25, the
highest in the last 12 years.

« Out of the total adoptions, 3,950 were domestic, while 565 were international.
+ The previous highest record was in 2012-13, with 4,354 adoptions.

+ The Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) has introduced 8,598 newly
identified children into the adoption pool.

+ Additionally, 245 new adoption agencies were set up in coordination with state
governments to streamline the adoption process.

+ According to the CARA, over 33,000 prospective adoptive parents are currently
registered, while only around 2,141 children are legally available for adoption.

Report on Forest encroachment in India

% Over 13,000 sq km of forest area is under encroachment in 25 States and Union
Territories.

% This area is more than the total geographical area of Delhi, Sikkim and Goa
combined.

+ Madhya Pradesh had the highest forest encroachment among all states and UTs,
with 5,460.9 sq km affected as of March 2024.

+ Assam has 3,620.9 sq km of forest area under encroachment.
% A total of 863.08 sq km of forest land in Karnataka is under encroachment.

s It is followed by 575.54 sq km in Maharashtra and 534.9 sq km in Arunachal
Pradesh.

+ Tamil Nadu has 157.68 sq km of encroached forest land.
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Forest area or The Recorded Forest Area (RFA) includes land officially designated
as forest by the government, even if it does not have tree cover.

RFA is further divided into three categories:

o Reserved forests, - Have full protection, with activities like hunting and
grazing generally banned

o Protected forests, - Some activities are allowed unless specifically restricted
and

o Unclassed forests, - Not classified as reserved or protected.

US Nuclear Reactors in India

Y/
0.0

Y/
0.0

Y/
0.0

The US Department of Energy granted Holtec International a critical regulatory
approval, to transfer small modular reactor (SMR) technology to India.

The deal is under the restrictive regulations of the US, ‘10CFR810’, with the
approval being valid for 10 years and will be re-evaluated every five years.

The India-US Civil Nuclear Agreement, also known as the 123 Agreement, was
signed in August 2007 by then PM Manmohan Singh and Bush.

It aimed at enable full civil nuclear energy cooperation between the two nations.

Currently, India has 22 operating reactors, with an installed capacity of 6780
MWe.

First Budget Session of the 18th Lok Sabha

The first Budget Session of the 18th Lok Sabha was marked with the very high
productivity.

It saw disruptions on the last day, with adjournments in both Houses.

The Rajya Sabha broke old records by sat without a break for 17.02 hours to
clear the Waqf Bill.

The Motion of Thanks on the President’s address was debated for 17 hours 23
minutes in Lok Sabha exceeding the allotted time of 12 hours.

In Rajya Sabha, this debate went on for 21 hours 46 minutes.

The Union Budget was discussed in Lok Sabha for 16 hours and 13 minutes and
in Rajya Sabha for 17 hours and 56 minutes.

A total of 16 Bills were passed by both Houses of Parliament.
The Lok Sabha recorded 118% productivity and the Rajya Sabha is 119%.

Only 28% of starred questions were answered orally.
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+ Eleven bills were passed in the first year of the 18th Lok Sabha — the lowest
since 1999.

+ The Lok Sabha debated the expenditure of only three ministries.

SC on Right to shelter

s Supreme Court, in the case of Zulfiquar Haider vs State of Uttar Pradesh of 2021,
has directed Prayagraj Development Authority to pay compensation of Rs 10 lakh
each to five people whose houses were illegally razed in 2021.

+ It also stated that, the right to shelter is a fundamental right and an integral part
of Article 21 of the Constitution.

Y/

+ The SC reinstated the mandatory 15 days' prior notice with a clear mention of
violations, and a fair chance for occupants to challenge demolition orders.

Aircraft Objects Bill, 2025

% Parliament approved the Protection of Interests in Aircraft Objects Bill, 2025 that
will help reduce risks and costs for aircraft leasing by airlines in India.

+ The Bill builds on the framework of the Cape Town Convention of 2001.

+ This Convention has aimed to simplify and the standardize international leasing
agreements.

% India formally adopted this convention in 2008.

ZooWIN platform
+ The union health ministry has introduced a digital platform, ZooWIN.

« It is designed to track and manage the real-time availability of the anti-rabies
vaccines (ARV) and anti-snake venom (ASV) across the country.

Hansa Next Generation Trainer Aircraft

% Centre finalised the Transfer of Technology (ToT) of CSIR’s indigenously designed
and developed HANSA-3 (NG) trainer aircraft for commercial pilot licensing (CPL).

« Itis a next-generation, two-seater, ab-initio trainer aircraft developed for the pilot
training.

s It was designed and developed indigenously by the CSIR-National Aerospace
Laboratories (NAL) in Bengaluru.
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Immigration and Foreigners Bill 2025

R/

+ The President Droupadi Murmu gave assent to the Immigration and Foreigners
Bill, 2025 and it now becomes a law.

+ The legislation seeks to regulate the immigration, entry, and stay of foreigners in
India.

s It repeals the Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920, the Registration of Foreigners
Act, 1939, the Foreigners Act, 1946, and the Immigration (Carriers’ Liability) Act,
2000.

+ Now, the Foreigners can be denied entry if deemed a threat to national security,
sovereignty, public health, or foreign relations.

Y/

+ Institutions such as educational establishments, hospitals, and nursing homes
will be required to report foreign nationals to immigration authorities.

SC verdict 2025 on Senior Citizens Act 2007

+ The Senior Citizens Act allows parents, who are unable to maintain themselves
“from his own earning or property owned by him”, to file a suit for maintenance
against their children or relatives (legal heirs).

% It places an obligation on these children or relatives to meet the parents’ needs
“so that such parent may lead a normal life”.

« The Act also establishes the dedicated tribunals to hear these suits, along with
the appellate tribunals to hear challenges to any orders passed.

% But if the maintenance is not provided, the registration of transferring or gifting
property can be declared void if the senior citizen approaches the tribunal.

+ Though the Act does not explicitly give parents the right to evict their children or
the relatives from their home, the Supreme Court has interpreted the provision
related to the property transfers to allowing the such eviction orders in the certain
circumstances.

Coastal Shipping Bill, 2024

+ The bill aims to provide a dedicated legal framework for coastal trade, promoting
a more economical, reliable, and sustainable mode of transportation.

+ The proposed legislation addresses gaps in earlier laws such as the Merchant
Shipping Act, 1958.

+ The Bill seeks to regulate all types of the vessels including ships, boats, sailing
vessels, and mobile offshore drilling units engaged in trade within Indian coastal
waters.
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+ The Bill also seeks to regulate the foreign vessels chartered by Indian entities and
outlines penalties for violations.

+» Coastal cargo traffic has surged 119% in the past decade, from 74 million tonnes
in 2014-15 to 162 million tonnes in 2023-24.

SAFE Agromet project

+ The SAFE Agromet project, led by the ISRO, aims to provide space-based Agro
meteorological information to support the monthly Rice Growing Outlook activity.

+ Along with JAXA and GISTDA provided validated space-based agrometeorological
(Agromet) information.

+ The activity is carried out under the Space Applications for Environment (SAFE)
initiative and conducted during 2020 to 2024.

% ISRO got appreciation for this project from the ASEAN Food Security Information
System (AFSIS).

Saline Aquaculture hubs 2025

+ The Review meeting of the Saline Water Shrimp Aquaculture in the Sates of
Haryana, Punjab, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh was held in Mumbai.

+ This meeting aimed to tap the potential of saline land resources for aquaculture,
generating employment and livelihood opportunities.

« Approximately 58,000 hectares of the saline area has been identified in these 4
states, yet only around 2,608 hectares is currently being utilized.

+ Saline Aquaculture refers to the use of saline-affected lands (often unsuitable for
traditional agriculture) for inland saline aquaculture.

+ India is the second-largest producer of cultured shrimp globally, earns over 65%
of its seafood export value from shrimp alone.

Panchayat Advancement Index (PAI)

% This 1st edition ranking over 2.16 lakh panchayats is based on their performance
and progress towards achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

« The PAI uses over 435 unique local Indicators (331 mandatory & 104 optional)
consisting of 566 unique data points across 9 themes.

% The panchayats were then scored on a scale of 0-100 based on these indicators
and ranked in one of the five categories: Achiever (90-100), Front Runner (75-90),
Performer (60-75), Aspirant (40-60) and Beginner (below 40).
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+ There are over 2.55 lakh panchayats in India, but data was received from only
2.16 lakh gram panchayats in 29 states/UTs after due validation by the states
and UTs.

« Of the 2.16 lakh panchayats, 699 have been ranked as Front Runners, 77,298
as Performers, 1,32,392 as Aspirants, and 5,896 as Beginners.

s Of the 699 panchayats ranked as Front Runners, 346 are from Gujarat, followed
by Telangana (270) and Tripura (42).

+ None of the panchayats has been ranked in the Achievers (90-100) category.

"NITI NCAER States Economic Forum” portal

% The Union Finance Minister launched the “NITI NCAER States Economic Forum”
portal in New Delhi.

+ The portal has been developed by NITI Aayog, in collaboration with the National
Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER).

s It is a comprehensive repository of data on the social, economic and fiscal
parameters, research reports, papers, and expert commentary on State Finances
for a period of about 30 years (i.e. 1990-91 to 2022-23).

National Waterways Regulations, 2025

+ Centre introduced of the National Waterways (Construction of Jetties /Terminals)
Regulations, 2025.

« It lays out a framework for the private players to invest in the construction and
operation of jetties and terminals across India’s national waterways network.

+ It has also launched a dedicated digital portal developed by the Inland Waterways
Authority of India (IWAI) to invite the higher private investment in infrastructure
development on National Waterways.

SBI report on PMMY

+ Bihar has the largest number of Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY) women
entrepreneurs (4.2 crore), followed by Tamil Nadu (4.0 crore) and West Bengal
(3.7 crore).

+ Maharashtra has the largest share of women account holders (79 per cent) in
total followed by Jharkhand (75 per cent) and West Bengal (73 per cent)".

% In the last nine fiscals (FY25 over FY16), while per woman PMMY disbursement
amount increased by a CAGR of 13 per cent to Rs 62,679.
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+ Nearly half of the 52 crore PMMY accounts belongs to SC/ST and OBC social
classes.

Supreme Court's deadline on President

+ The Supreme Court has put the President on a three-month deadline to decide
whether or not to assent to State Bills referred to her by a Governor.

+ The count begins from the day the Governor referred the Bill to the President for
her consideration.

+ In case of any delay beyond this period the appropriate reasons would have to be
recorded and conveyed to the State concerned.

+ The States, in turn, must be cooperative to any queries or suggestions from the
Centre on the Bills.

+ The President ought to, as a measure of prudence, seek the Supreme Court’s
advice on the Bills reserved by a Governor for her consideration on grounds of
perceived unconstitutionality.

+ If there is no action by the president within the time limit, then the state can file
writ petitions such as mandamus against the president.

< The President cannot exercise absolute veto on state bill under article 201, The
judgement paves the way for restoring a lapsed’ Bill.

Palna Scheme

s In 2022, the erstwhile National Creche Scheme was reorganized and renamed as
Palna Scheme under the sub scheme ‘Samarthya’ of ‘Mission Shakti’.

+ It aims to deliver a comprehensive set of services to children aged 6 months to 6
years.

+ These services are designed to support early childhood care, development, and
nutrition in convergence with Mission Poshan 2.0.

+ Day care créche facilities are being provided through Palna Scheme.

Key Employment Unemployment Indicators for 2024

+ In Urban areas, the Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR) increased for males
(74.3% in 2023 to 75.6% in 2024) and slightly for females (25.5% to 25.8%).

s It was leading to an overall rise in LFPR (50.3% to 51.0%).

+ The overall LFPR remained constant at 56.2%, despite minor variations across
categories.
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« Over all Worker Population Ratio (WPR) improved from 47.0% to 47.6% in Urban
areas.

« At all India level overall WPR remained relatively unchanged (53.4% to 53.5%).

+ In the rural area, marginal decline in overall unemployment (4.3% to 4.2%), with
slight reductions for both men and women.

+ In the urban male unemployment rose (6.0% to 6.1%), but female unemployment
declined (8.9% to 8.2%), keeping the overall urban rate stable at 6.7%.

« At all India level, Unemployment saw a minor drop (5.0% to 4.9%)).

+ In all-India level, the worker population ratio (WPR) recorded a marginal decline,
moving from 58.0% to 57.7%.

Pediatric Tuberculosis Cases in India 2024

@,

+ The number of the notified paediatric tuberculosis (TB) cases has increased by
38 per cent in children aged up to 14 years in the last five years.

+ The cases rose from 102,090 in 2020 to 141,182 in 2024.

+ According to the WHO, Paediatric TB refers to the notification of the disease in

children aged up to 14 years.

% India’s National TB Elimination Programme (NTEP) indicate that children below
the age of 15 years account for about 10 to 12 per cent of India’s overall TB
burden.

+ This number equates to about 300,000 to 350,000 cases per year.

LRGB ‘Gaurav’

+ India has successfully conducted the release trials of Long-Range Glide Bomb
(LRGB) ‘Gaurav’.

s "Gaurav'is a 1,000-kg class glide bomb designed and developed indigenously by
the DRDO.

+ The lightweight “Glide” bomb, called the SAAW (Smart Anti-Airfield Weapon), was
also test-fired in Odisha.

+ The SAAW is a lightweight, precision-guided bomb designed to target the enemy
airfields, runways, bunkers, and other reinforced structures at ranges up to 100
Kms.
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Kavach 5.0

+ The Union Railways Ministry revealed plans for the rollout of Kavach 5.0 - an
upgraded automatic train protection system.

+ Kavach 5.0 is expected to significantly reduce the inter-train headway, enabling
more trains to run safely and efficiently.

+ Kavach is the India’s indigenous Automatic Train Protection (ATP) system.

+ It is developed to prevent train collisions by automatically activating the braking
system if the loco pilot fails to act.

+ India operates the world’s fourth-largest railway network, spanning over 65,000
kms.

India Justice Report 2025

% Southern states of India are performing the best when it comes to policing, justice
delivery and prison management, according to the fourth India Justice Report.

« All the top spots in the large and mid-sized category were taken by the southern
states - Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Kerala and Tamil Nadu.

+ The West Bengal came at the bottom of the table, followed by the Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Jharkhand and Rajasthan.

% Among the seven small states, Sikkim was the best-performer, while Goa was the
laggard.

Operation Chakra V

+ The CBI has arrested four people, two each from Mumbai and Moradabad (Uttar
Pradesh), for their alleged involvement in ‘Digital Arrests’ fraud.

+ The arrests were made as part of the ‘Operation Chakra V’ followed searches at
12 locations.

+ In this scam, the fraudsters make phone/video calls to the prospective targets,
posing as officials from various law enforcement and regulating agencies such as
RBI.

Supreme Court on Kancha Gachibowli forest

v The Supreme Court directed the Telangana Wildlife Warden to take immediate
steps to protect the wildlife affected by the destruction of 100 acres of the Kancha
Gachibowli “forest” area.
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+ It made it clear to the Telangana government that not a single tree more must be
felled in the area.

«» Justice Gavai said the court wanted employment and development, but not at
the cost of the environment.

+ Earlier, the petitioners had also claimed that Kancha Gachibowli fell under the
category of ‘forest’ under the Forest Conservation Act of 1980.

Vibrant Villages Program-II

+ The Union Cabinet has approved the Vibrant Villages Programme -II (VVP-II) as
a Central Sector Scheme (100% Centre funding).

« It would help in the comprehensive development of the villages located in the
blocks abutting international land borders (ILBs), other than the Northern border
already covered under VVP-I.

+ It aims to create the better living conditions and adequate livelihood opportunities
to ensure prosperous and safe borders, control trans-border crime and assimilate
the border population with the nation.

India's Participation in Global Value Chains

+ NITI Aayog has released a report titled the ‘Automotive Industry: Powering India’s
Participation in Global Value Chains’.

+ The report outlines India’s Global Value Chain (GVC) potential in the automotive
sector and highlights strategic pathways for global leadership.

< The Automotive Sector contributes 7.1% to India’s GDP and 49% to the
manufacturing GDP.

+ India's current share in globally traded auto components is approximately 3% or
20 billion.

M-CADWM scheme

% The Union Cabinet approved the ‘Modernisation of Command Area Development
and Water Management (M-CADWM)’ as a sub-scheme of the Pradhan Mantri
Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY).

s It is designed to significantly enhance the irrigation infrastructure in India.
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Solar Installations in Indian Railways

+ Indian Railways has installed 2,249 solar power plants at railway stations and
service buildings across the country.

+ In the last five years, Indian Railways has installed 1,489 solar units, which is
2.3 times more than the 628 units installed in the preceding five years.

% Rajasthan has emerged as the leading state in this initiative, with around 275
installations, the highest among all states and Union Territories.

National Critical Mineral Mission 2025

% India launched the National Critical Mineral Mission (NCMM) in 2025 to establish
a robust framework for self-reliance in the critical mineral sector.

+ It aims to secure India's critical mineral supply chain by ensuring the mineral
availability from domestic and foreign sources.

+ Under this mission, the Geological Survey of India (GSI) has been tasked with
conducting 1,200 exploration projects from 2024-25 to 2030-31.

New sub-sea feeder system

+ The Atal Centre for Ocean Science and Technology for Islands (ACOSTI) of the
National Institute of Ocean Technology (NIOT) of Chennai, has launched a new
sub-sea feeder system to provide feed inside open sea fish cages.

+ It has also launched a system to monitor the health of fish.
% These systems were recently launched at the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

% These are aligned with the national goals under the Deep Ocean Mission and the
vision for an inclusive blue economy.

India Skills Accelerator

+ Union Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship has collaborated with
the WEF to launch the "India Skills Accelerator" initiative.

+ It will function as a public-private collaboration platform to enable cross-sectoral
efforts for unlocking innovative ideas.

+ The Accelerator aims to catalyze change across three critical levels by
o Improving awareness and shifting mindsets around future skills needs;

o Increasing collaboration and knowledge sharing among stakeholders; and
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o Committing to upgrade institutional structures and policy frameworks to
support a more adaptive and responsive skilling ecosystem.

The Bharat Project 2025
+ The Centre launched The Bharat Project, a national initiative by Your Story.

+ It aims to empower 1 million entrepreneurs from Tier 2, Tier 3, and rural India.

Al Kiran

R/

+ It is a pioneering initiative co-led by the Office of the Principal Scientific Adviser
(PSA) to the Government of India, Verix, and INK Women.

Y/

+ This mission-driven platform celebrates, elevates, and empowers the country's
leading women in Al and Machine Learning.

% Women account for only 33 per cent of GenAl roles at the junior level, and the
number falls sharply to 19 percent at the senior level.

% India's Artificial Intelligence (AI) market is expected to touch $17 billion by 2027.

% It may contribute up to $1 trillion to the national economy by 2035.

Chlorpyrifos in India

< The Conferences of the Parties to the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm
Conventions (BRS COP) was held in Geneva.

+ India urged parties to the Stockholm Convention to list chlorpyrifos under Annex
A — a designation that calls for a global ban.

+ Chlorpyrifos is a toxic pesticide still widely used in India despite bans in over 40
nations.

+ It is a pesticide classified as ‘moderately hazardous’ by WHO.

+ It continues to be used in India on a variety of crops, posing a serious threat to
farmers, consumers, future generations and ecosystems.

+ The Stockholm Convention, adopted in 2001, aims to eliminate or restrict the
persistent organic pollutants.

India’s Poverty Statistics (2011-2023)

s As per the World Bank data, India has lifted 171 million people from extreme
poverty in the decade between 2011-12 and 2022-23.

+ The World Bank's Spring 2025 Poverty and Equity Brief highlights this.

For any Queries Mail to: thervupettagam@shankariasacad.in 43


mailto:thervupettagam@shankariasacad.in
https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM

Information is a Blessing

SHANKAR
IAS ACADEMY
.

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

% Extreme poverty (living on less than $2.15 per day) fell from 16.2 per cent in
2011-12 to 2.3 per cent in 2022-23.

% Rural extreme poverty dropped from 18.4 per cent to 2.8 per cent, and the urban
from 10.7 per cent to 1.1 per cent.

+ India was narrowing the rural-urban gap from 7.7 to 1.7 percentage points a 16
per cent annual decline.

% As per the $3.65 per day Lower-Middle-Income Category poverty line, poverty fell
from 61.8 per cent to 28.1 per cent, lifting 378 million people out of poverty.

+ India's five most populous states Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Bihar, West
Bengal, and Madhya Pradesh accounted for 65 per cent of the country's extreme
poor in 2011-12.

s They contributed to two-thirds of the overall decline in extreme poverty by 2022-
23.

+ These states still accounted for 54 per cent of India's extremely poor (2022-23)
and 51 per cent of the multidimensionally poor (2019-21).

INTERNATIONAL

USA Reciprocal Tariffs

+ US President Donald Trump has announced a range of reciprocal tariffs targeting
almost all countries that the United States trades.

% In 2023, the US imports were worth $1.1 trillion more than its exports; no other
country has as large a trade deficit as the US.

« Trump had been describing April 2 as “Liberation Day”.

+ Chinese goods will face a 34 percent reciprocal tariff, bringing the overall tariff
on Chinese goods to 54 percent.

% China also announced a reciprocal 34% tariffs on all imports from the United
States from April 10.

s In 2024, China was the second-largest trading partner of the US.
+ Cambodia been hit with the highest level of tariffs (49%).

% India has been smacked with a tariff rate of 26%.
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Perm submarine

+ President Vladimir Putin launched a nuclear-powered submarine named Perm,
equipped with hypersonic Zircon missiles.

% Zircon is capable of traveling at several times the speed of sound.
+ Zircon missiles have a range of 900 km and are hard to defend against.

+ The Perm, built by the Sevmash shipyard, is the first of its class to feature these
missiles as a standard weapon.

Baku to Belem Roadmap
% The 11t BRICS Environment Ministers’ Meeting was held in Brasilia, Brazil.
% India urged BRICS nations to unite on the ‘Baku to Belem Roadmap’.

+ BRICS accounts for 47% of the world’s population and 36% of global GDP (PPP).

Karaganda Region - Rare Earth Mineral

+ Kazakhstan has uncovered its largest rare earth deposit to date, in the Karaganda
region.

+ The Preliminary assessments suggest the Irgiz area alone contains approximately
800,000 tons of rare earth metals.

% The larger Zhana Kazakhstan strata-bound area is projected to hold over 20
million tons of rare earth metals at depths of up to 300 meters.

+ This deposit includes the valuable elements like cerium, lanthanum, neodymium,
and yttrium.

Hungary and ICC
% Hungary announced its withdrawal from the International Criminal Court (ICC).

+ Israel's leader Benjamin Netanyahu, who is sought under an ICC arrest warrant,
arrived in Hungary for a state visit.

« The ICC, a global court, has the authority to prosecute those accused of genocide,
crimes against humanity and war crimes.

% Hungary is a founding member of the ICC and will be the first European Union
nation to pull out of it.

% India, US, Russia, China and the North Korea are among the nations that are not
part of the ICC, and therefore do not recognise its jurisdiction.
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FAO’s New Initiatives 2025

+ The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has launched two major global
initiatives to address pressing challenges in the agrifood sector.

o The “Four Betters Courses” Initiative and
o The “Commit to Grow Equality (CGE)” Initiative.

+ They aim to strengthen the educational integration and close the gender gap in
agrifood systems worldwide.

<% The “Four Betters” vision includes Better Production, Better Nutrition, Better
Environment and Better Life.

India-Bangladesh Transshipment Facility

+ India has terminated the trans-shipment facility that allowed export cargo from
Bangladesh to third countries using Indian land customs stations enroute to
ports and airports.

+ The facility enabled smooth trade flows for Bangladesh's exports to countries like
Bhutan, Nepal, and Myanmar.

s It was provided by India to Bangladesh in June 2020.

Bullet Curtain - China
+ China has unveiled the world's first close-in anti-drone barrage weapon system.
% It will be targeted against multiple drones and high-speed missiles.

+ The system is called the Bullet Curtain, which has a unique "plane-to-point"
interception method.

« It will create a wall of projectiles to blanket the incoming targets with overlapping
firepower.

World's largest humanitarian crisis

¢ A nearly two-year-old war has engulfed Sudan in the world largest humanitarian
crisis.

¢ It led the African country to become the only nation experiencing famine.

s Nearly 25 million people - half of Sudan's population face extreme hunger.

% Sudan plunged into conflict on April 15, 2023, when long-simmering tensions
broken between its military and paramilitary leaders.

% Since then, at least 20,000 people have been tallied as being killed.
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Tuti Island of Sudan

% Sudan’s military, headed by career army officer Abdel Fattah al-Burhan claimed
control of Khartoum, including Tuti island.

+ It is an island in the middle of Sudan's capital that used to draw crowds to its
Nile River farms.

% It is situated at the confluence of the Blue and White Nile rivers.

«» Tuti Island has been devastated by two years of war between the Sudanese army
and the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces.

Tanzania - Hottest Year Ever in 2024

% In 2024, Tanzania experienced its hottest year on record, marked by sharply
rising nighttime temperatures.

% The country’s average annual minimum temperature, a key indicator of nighttime
warmth, reached 19.3°C, which was 1.1°C higher than the long-term average.

Y/

+ This increase has outpaced the rise in maximum temperatures, which stood at
28.8°C, just 0.4°C above average.

Y/

+ Across the most of the country, maximum temperatures were 0°C to 1°C above
average.

Kite festival in Weifang of China

% A team from Tamil Nadu have participated in the 42nd Weifang International Kite
Festival.

+ The State’s team, Team Skyters, from the house of Global Media Box, with the
support of the Tamil Nadu Tourism showcased a giant inflatable Jallikattu Bull
Kite.

» It was symbolising the power, pride, and tradition of the State’s iconic sport.

% A vibrant kite emblazoned with the words Vazhga Tamil’ (Long Live Tamil) in the
Tamil letters was also flown.

» The event is recognised as the world’s prestigious kite festival.

R/
0.0

It takes place in Weifang, Shandong Province, China.

Brics Land Restoration Partnership 2025

+ The second meeting of the BRICS Working Group on Agriculture took place in the
capital of Brazil.
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« It aims to discuss the key initiatives in the field of food security, sustainable
agricultural production, and rehabilitation of degraded areas.

+ They have launched the “BRICS Land Restoration Partnership” to address land
degradation, desertification and soil fertility loss.

India-Norway Marine Pollution Initiative

+ The India-Norway Marine Pollution Initiative (INMPI) is a key bilateral effort by
the governments of India and Norway to address marine litter and microplastics
(MPs).

+ It was launched in 2019, under the India—Norway Ocean Dialogue.

Ras Isa attack

+ The US carried out an airstrike on the Ras Isa oil port in Yemen, according to the
Houthi rebels.

+ This marks the deadliest known strike so far in President Donald Trump’s new
military campaign against the Houthis.

Hydrogen-Based Explosive Device - China
+ The Chinese scientists have developed a non-nuclear explosive device.

% It is based on hydrogen fuel that produces a white-hot fireball lasting over two
seconds.

+ This duration of the fireball generated by the two kg bomb is 15 times longer than
the equivalent TNT blasts.

+ It uses magnesium hydride, a compound that can store hydrogen at significantly
higher densities than conventional pressurised tanks.

Jwaneng Diamond Mine - Botswana

+ Jwaneng Diamond Mine in Botswana, dubbed the 'Prince of Mines,' stands as the
world's richest mine.

®

% Itis estimated that the mine's revenue has crossed $96 billion since its inception.

Green Crypto Initiative — Bhutan

@

« Bhutan is exploring ways to mine and leverage green cryptocurrencies using
hydropower to boost its economy and create jobs to reduce brain drain.

For any Queries Mail to: thervupettagam@shankariasacad.in 48



mailto:thervupettagam@shankariasacad.in
https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

-*g TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM

SHANKAR
4 IAS ACADEMY [e0%  Information is a Blessing

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

% Green cryptocurrencies are digital currencies mined using clean energy resources
such as wind, hydro or solar power instead of fossil fuel.

+ The nation runs 100% on hydropower, and every digital coin we mine in Bhutan
using hydropower offsets that coin which gets mined using fossil fuels.

Simla Agreement suspension

« Pakistan has announced the suspension of the Simla Agreement after India's
suspension of the Indus Waters Treaty.

+ The Indo-Pakistani War of 1971 was a significant conflict that led to the creation
of Bangladesh.

R/

+ The Simla Agreement was signed between Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
and Pakistani President Zulfikar Ali Bhutto.

s It was formalised on July 2, 1972, in Shimla following the 1971 war.

% As per the treaty, the ceasefire line in Jammu and Kashmir was redefined as the
Line of Control, with both sides committing not to alter it unilaterally.

% India handed back over 13,000 km? of territory captured during the war.

+ However, it has retained several strategic areas in the Chorbat Valley, including
Turtuk and Tyakshi.

Davis Strait Proto — Microcontinent
% New landmass has been unearthed under the frozen waters of the Davis Strait.

% This strait is the narrow ocean channel between Baffin Island in Canada and
Greenland.

% The newly identified featureis now called the Davis Strait proto microcontinent.

% It is made up of abnormally thick continental crust and is about 12 to 15 miles
(about 19 to 24 kilometres) wide.

Operation Atalanta 2025

v The EUNAVFOR ATALANTA (Operation Atalanta) is the naval operation of the
European Union.

®

% It operates under the Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP)

R/

% It operates primarily in the Western Indian Ocean and the Red Sea.
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World’s Second-Largest Tea Exporter in 2024

% India has exported 254 million kg of tea in 2024, thus becoming the second-
highest exporter in the world.

+ Kenya retained the first spot in global tea exports.

+» India surpassed Sri Lanka to take the second spot.

R/

% Kenya exported over 500 M kg of tea in 2024.

s India's 2024 tea exports amounted to Rs 7,112 crore.

BAANKNET portal and e-BKray platform

+ The Finance Ministry launched a revamped e-auction portal named 'BAANKNET"
to further streamline the listing and auctioning of banks' assets.

Y/

% The platform 'e-BKray' was launched in February 2019.

Y/

« The BAANKNET portal is specifically designed to enhance the transparency and
speed up the process of disposing of non-performing asset (NPA) cases.

Y/

+ 'e-BKray' is the digital auction platform for disposing of assets under recovery
proceedings by PSU banks.

India’s Defense Exports 2024/25

% The country's Defence exports have surged to a record high of Rs 23,622 crore
(approx. US$ 2.76 Billion) in the Financial Year (FY) 2024-25.

+ This is a growth of Rs 2,539 crore or 12.04% has been registered in the just-
concluded FY.

+ The private sector and PSUs contributed Rs 15,233 crores and Rs 8,389 crores
respectively to defence exports of FY 2024-25

+ The total number of exporters also grew by 17.4% in the same period.

India’s Cotton Production 2024 /25

+ The Cotton Association of India said that, the overall cotton output in the current
season (2024-25), beginning October, is estimated to dip to 301.75 lakh bales
due to lower yield in Gujarat and the northern region.

+ During the preceding season of 2023-24, cotton output stood at 327.45 lakh
bales.
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+ These estimates are based on reports of lower cotton yield in Gujarat, Punjab and
Haryana.

India’s External Debt in 2024

+ India's external debt increased by 10.7 per cent to USD 717.9 billion at the end
of December 2024 from USD 648.7 billion in December 2023.

+ The external debt to GDP ratio stood at 19.1 per cent at the end of December
2024, against 19 per cent in September 2024.

+ US dollar-denominated debt remained the largest component of India's external
debt, with a share of 54.8 per cent in end-December 2024.

« It is followed by Indian Rupee (30.6 per cent), Japanese Yen (6.1 per cent), SDR
(4.7 per cent) and Euro (3 per cent).

One State, One RRB

+ The Union government announced the amalgamation of several Regional Rural
Banks (RRBs), effective from May 1, 2025.

% These RRBs will merge into a single entity, inheriting their respective properties,
powers, rights, obligations, and duties.

+ The largest public sector lender, the State Bank of India (SBI), sponsors the most
number of RRBs (14), followed by Punjab National Bank (nine) and Canara Bank
(four).

% Among the states, Andhra Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, and West Bengal have three
RRBs each.

+ The RRBs reported their highest-ever consolidated net profit of Rs 7,571 crore for
FY24.

India’s Loco manufacturing 2024/25

% India has produced a record 1,681 locomotives across various categories in the
financial year 2024-25.

+ This is also an increase of 209 locomotives, or 19%, compared to the 1,472 loco
motives produced in 2023-24.

+ This surpasses the total locomotive production of the regions such as the United
States, Europe, South America, Africa, and Australia.
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India’s Trade Dynamics in FY25

+ The top three countries with which India trades remained unchanged, with the
US on top, followed by China.

+ During the last fiscal year, with the US, India saw its exports rise by 11.6% to
$86.5 billion.

% Imports to US rose at a slower pace of 7.4% to $45.3 billion, resulting in a higher
trade surplus of $41 billion.

< India's trade deficit with China neared the $100 billion mark, due to a fall in
exports to $14.2 billion.

+ China is now India's fifth biggest export destination, slipping one place as the UK
rose to number four.

India silk production 2023-24
% India is the second-largest producer and consumer of silk globally.

+ India's raw silk production increased from 31,906 MT in 2017-18 to 38,913 MT
in 2023-24.

+ The area under mulberry plantations had grown from 223,926 ha in 2017-18 to
263,352 ha in 2023-24.

s Exports of silk and silk goods rose from 31,649.48 crores in 2017-18 to 32,027.56
crores in 2023-24.

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Nila satellite

s Small satellite manufacturing company HEX20 became the State’s first startup
to partnered with SpaceX for launching its maiden satellite ‘Nila’.

+ The satellite, named after Kerala’s longest river, was launched by the SpaceX’s
Transporter 13 mission.

« HEX20 builds payload agnostic satellite platforms and offers satellite mission as
a service and payload hosting capabilities for in-orbit demonstration to its very
customers.
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128 new moons on Saturn
% Astronomers have located 128 new official moons, orbiting Saturn.

+ This is taking its tally of moons to 274 and as the most for any planet in the Solar
System.

% Saturn has seized Jupiter which has 95 known moons, while Uranus (28) and
Neptune (16) remain third and fourth on the list.

Blindsight chip 2025

+ Elon Musk’s brain chip startup Neuralink aims to have its artificial visual
prosthesis, Blindsight, implanted in a human for the first time by the end of 2025.

+ Blindsight is designed to enable even those who have lost both the eyes and their
optic nerve to see.

+ It is reportedly capable of stimulating neurons or nerve cells located in the visual
cortex based on patterns relayed from a camera.

Fram2 Mission

+ The privately funded Fram2 human space mission has successfully completed its
journey and splash down in California coast of USA.

+ It was launched by Falcon 9 rocket with Crew Dragon capsule “Resilience” into a
polar orbit.

+ The mission was led by an international crew of four astronauts.

Re-Entry of POEM-4 Module

+ The upper stage (PS4) of PSLV-C60 (PSLV Orbital Experimental Module — POEM
- 4), which was launched by ISRO, was re-entered the atmosphere recently.

% ISRO’s PSLV-C60 launched twin SPADEX satellites.

% POEM-4 has hosted altogether 24 payloads (14 payloads from ISRO and 10 from
various NGEs) to orbits.

s It is another accomplishment to the ISRO’s commitment to contain the growth of
space debris.

De-extinction of dire wolf

+ US based bioscience company had revived an extinct species of animal, the dire
wolf.
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+ Dire wolves (Aenocyon dirus) were the large canines that dominated the southern
Canada and the US before they went extinct about 13,000 years ago.

+ They had resembled the grey/ gray wolves (Canis lupus) of today, but were larger,
with white coats.

+ The dire wolf specimens accessed from a tooth thought to be about 13,000 years
old, and a 72,000-year-old skull.

+ The new pups are not 100% the same as the now-extinct dire wolves.

Sunbird - Nuclear Fusion-Powered Rocket

@,

+ British startup named Pulsar Fusion is working on an ambitious nuclear fusion
powered rocket called Sunbird.

Y/

+ The nuclear fusion powered rocket could help spacecrafts reach speeds of up to
805,000 kms per hour, which is much faster than the Parker Solar Probe.

Y/

s Parker is the fastest object ever built that peak out at 692,000 kms per hour.

Y/

+ If the nuclear fusion powered rocket becomes operational, it would cut the time
required to reach Mars by half and reach Pluto in just four years.

Type 5 diabetes

A lesser-known malnutrition-related form of diabetes is designated as the Type-
5 diabetes.

+ The condition, occurring often in young and thin adults, was first reported in
Jamaica in 1955, and then defined as J-type diabetes.

+ In the 1960s, the condition was reported in undernourished populations across
India, Pakistan, and parts of sub-Saharan Africa.

+ While in 1985, WHO recognised the condition as a distinct form of diabetes but
it removed the designation in 1999.

« Type 5 diabetes is a malnutrition-related diabetes, typically affecting the lean and
malnourished teenagers and young adults in low- and middle-income countries.

+ Insulin injections, as in Type 1 diabetes patients, will not benefit these patients.

« It is estimated to affect 20-to-25 million people worldwide, mainly in Asia and
Africa.

IISR Surya

+ The ICAR - Indian Institute of Spices Research (IISR) has developed a new light-
coloured turmeric variety for the masala industry.
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+ Christened as IISR Surya, the new variety features a light-coloured rhizome for
the powdering industry.

+ IISR Surya has also been recommended for the cultivation in Kerala, Telangana,
Odisha, Jharkhand and Arunachal Pradesh.

Soyuz MS-26 spacecraft

s The crew of the Soyuz MS-26 spacecraft, consisting of Oleg Ovchinin, Ivan
Vagner, and Donald Pettit, landed in the Jezkazgan area in Kazakhstan.

% They worked in orbit from September 2024 to April 2025.

+ This was launched to commemorate the 80th anniversary of World War II's
conclusion.

BM-04 Short Range Ballistic Missile

% DRDO has revealed a mock-up and details of the country's latest short-range
ballistic missile called BM-04.

+ The BM-04 can fly at hypersonic speeds (Mach 5 and above).

+ It has an operation range of 400 to 1500 kilometres.

+ The canister launched two-stage missile will use solid fuel to power its way to the

enemy target.

+ Only three other nations - Russia, United States of America and China - have the
hypersonic missiles in their arsenal.

Three Gorges Antarctic Eye Telescope
+ China has inaugurated the Three Gorges Antarctic Eye telescope in Antarctica.

s Itis a 3.2-meter radio/millimetre-wave telescope designed to unravel the secrets
of star birth and the vast clouds of gas that cradle them.

+ The primary scientific focus includes studying the Milky Way’s neutral hydrogen
and ammonia spectral lines.

Black Rat and Hantavirus
+ The black rats, an invasive species - are the sole carriers of hantavirus, the very
deadly virus, in the rural parts of Madagascar.

+ The hantavirus can cause the serious illness in humans and is usually spread
through contact with the urine or droppings of infected rodents.
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+ The black rat, which originally came from Asia, arrived in Madagascar between
the 10th and 14th centuries and has since spread widely.

+ These rats were usually found in farmlands, not inside homes.

50 years of Aryabhata satellite
* On April 19, 1975, India launched its first satellite, Aryabhata.

+ Designed and built indigenously by ISRO, an Aryabhata was launched aboard a
Soviet Kosmos-3M rocket from USSR.

+ The mission aimed to conduct the experiments in X-ray astronomy, solar physics,
and aeronomics.

ChaSTE instrument

@,

% Chandra’s Surface Thermophysical Experiment (ChaSTE) has become the first
instrument to measure temperatures in situ near the moon’s south pole.

Y/

+ It also became the first mission to successfully penetrate the soil of a celestial
body to deploy a thermal probe after two previous missions had fallen short.

HANSA-3 (NG) Trainer Aircraft

% In a first, the National Aerospace Laboratories (NAL) has signed a technology
transfer agreement with a private company to manufacture trainer airplanes in
India.

% The Hansa-3 NG aircraft is a two-seater aircraft and is the latest iteration of the
HANSA planes that have been made by NAL since 1998.

Bullseye Galaxy

+ A team of international researchers recently discovered a galaxy with nine rings
using the Hubble space telescope.

+ They called it a “serendipitous discovery” because previous ringed galaxies have
only displayed two or three rings at best.

% This unusual galaxy has been named LEDA 1313424 but its common name is
the Bullseye Galaxy.

+ This Bullseye Galaxy is nearly 2.5-times larger than the Milky Way with a
diameter of 250,000 light-years.

+ The Bullseye Galaxy also contains signs that it could one day evolve into a giant
low surface brightness (GLSB) galaxy.
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ENVIRONMENT

Channa nachi
% A new species of snakehead fish found from a remote stream in South Garo Hills.
+ The fish has been officially recognized as Channa nachi.

+ The name “nachi” comes from the Garo language, where it is used as a vernacular
term for the fish.

IUCN Status of Lion in Africa and India
+ IUCN released its first Green Status assessment for the lion (Panthera leo).
+ The species has been ranked as ‘Largely Depleted’.

Y/

+ The new assessment tool is divided into nine recovery categories: Fully recovered,
slightly depleted, moderately depleted, largely depleted, critically depleted, extinct
in the wild, and indeterminate.

+ Lions were previously described as two subspecies: the African Lion (Panthera
leo leo) and the Asiatic Lion (Panthera leo persica).

+ The IUCN SSC Cat Specialist Group currently divides lions into
o Panthera leo leo (found in Central Africa,
o West Africa and Asia) and

o Panthera leo melanochaita (found in Southern and East Africa).

Threats to Fungi and Frankincense Trees

+ The IUCN has identified threats like fungi extinction, and the endangered status
of frankincense trees.

+ There are now more than 1,000 species of fungi that are threatened with the
extinction.

+ The IUCN Red List now includes 169,420 species, of which 47,187 are threatened
with extinction.

% Fungi constitute their own kingdom, distinct from animals and plants.

% They are the second biggest kingdom after animals, with an estimated 2.5 million
species, of which around 155,000 are named.

+ There are five main species of Boswellia from which frankincense is derived.

+ The aromatic resin has been used for centuries in perfumes, incense as well as
for medicinal purposes.
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+ The best known are B. serrata (Indian Frankincense), B. carterii, and B. sacra.
+ The IUCN status of these species updated as

o 5 species of frankincense (Boswellia) on Socotra Island, Yemen, have moved
from Vulnerable to Endangered,

o One from Vulnerable to Critically Endangered, and

o 3 species have been assessed for the first time as Critically Endangered.

Second National Gene Bank

+» The central government has announced the establishment of the second National
Gene Bank (NGB) after 29 years to ensure the long-term food and nutritional
security.

«» The first National Gene Bank is located at the ICAR-National Bureau of Plant
Genetic Resources (NBPGR) in New Delhi.

Y/

+ Currently it holds the distinction of being the second-largest gene bank in the
world, with 4,71,561 accessions from 2,157 species.

Synchronized Vulture Survey 2025

+ The Synchronised Vulture Survey 2025 was organised in the States of Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, and Karnataka Forest Departments.

+ The Survey covered Mudumalai Tiger Reserve, Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve,
and Nellai Wildlife Sanctuary in Tamil Nadu; Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary in
Kerala; and Bandipur Tiger Reserve, Biligiri Rangaswamy Temple Tiger Reserve
and Nagarhole Tiger Reserve in Karnataka.

« A total of 157 vultures were recorded in Tamil Nadu, showing an increase in the
vulture population in the State.

+ The white-rumped vulture is the most abundant species, accounting for 110
individuals.

% It is closely followed by the long-billed vulture (31 individuals), the red-headed
vulture (11), and Egyptian vulture (5).

% Mudumalai Tiger Reserve is home to a significant breeding population of vultures
with 60 active nests, which hosts an estimated population of 120 vultures.

+ This population mainly comprises white-rumped vultures (108), followed by long-
billed vultures (10), and red-headed vultures (2).

+ Notably, 34 chicks were also recorded, indicating a thriving breeding ground.
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Small hive beetle in India

+ An alien or non-native beetle threatening the honeybee industry globally has been
recorded for the first time in India.

+ The small hive beetle (the Aethinatumida) was recorded from a moderately large
colony of European honeybees, or Apis mellifera, in an apiary in West Bengal.

Mangrove Risk Index 2025

R/

+ Researchers from Switzerland and United States have developed a risk index for
mangroves as well as associated biodiversity and ecosystem.

« Over 56 per cent of the world’s mangroves could be at high or severe risk, under
the worst-case scenario.

« About 34 per cent of the most valuable mangroves, could face very serious and
possibly irreversible damage.

Y/

+ This is called a “regime shift”, meaning the ecosystem may change completely
and may not recover.

Y/

+ The Philippines is one of the most at-risk countries.

% It has over 260,000 hectares of mangroves and already gets hit by many storms.

% Mangroves alone provide $65 billion worth of flood protection each year.

Thar desert greening

+ The Thar Desert in India saw a striking 38 per cent rise in greening annually over
the last two decades.

+ Thar was the only desert in the world with the highest concurrent increase in
population, precipitation and vegetation during the last few decades.

+ Thar region hosts the world’s highest population density for a desert.

s It spans 200,000 square kilometres across the northwestern India (Rajasthan,
Gujarat, Punjab and Haryana) and southeastern Pakistan.

+ The desert experienced a 64 per cent rise in precipitation between 2001 and 2023.

s Thar showed a 50 per cent to even 800 per cent rise in urban areas during 1985
2020.

Typhloperipatus williamsoni

+ The researchers have rediscovered a long-lost species of the velvet worms (the
phylum Onychophora) after 111 years.

For any Queries Mail to: thervupettagam@shankariasacad.in 59



mailto:thervupettagam@shankariasacad.in
https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

-*g TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM

SHANKAR
4 IAS ACADEMY [e0%  Information is a Blessing

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

+» It is one of the oldest living fossils in the world.

+ Named as Typhloperipatus williamsoni, the ancient species are estimated to be
around 220 million years old

+ Onycophora is a very old group, easily older than 350 million years.
% It has only two families and not more than 200 species.

+ The molecular data from T. williamsoni indicated that South Asian onychophoras
split from their neotropical (Central and South America including southern parts
of Mexico and the Caribbean).

s It is the only African relatives around 237 million years ago.

Y/

+ The Asian onycophora were found to have no more relatives among the Australian
onychophoras.

New damselfly species — Wayanad

+ A new species of damselfly has been discovered in the Wayanad landscape of the
Western Ghats.

+ The species were named as Euphaea Wayanadensis, where the insect was first
discovered.

@,

+ The newly discovered damselfly is the 223rd species of Odonata (the group that
includes dragonflies and damselflies) found in the Western Ghats and the 191st
species recorded in the state.

UNESCO’s BIOCOM program

+ This program will be implemented in Madagascar to empowering local youth with
vocational skills.

« It is offering sustainable livelihoods and reducing pressure on forest ecosystems
such as the Montagne des Francais Reserve.

+ BIOCOM stands for Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable Natural Resource
Management for Integrated Community Development.

+ For this program UNESCO join hands with the Korea International Cooperation
Agency (KOICA).

New Species of Scarab Beetles
+ Researchers have discovered six new beetle species in northeast India.

+ These six are previously unknown species belonging to the genera Maladera,
Neoserica and Serica.
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s Newly Discovered Species:

o Maladera champhaiensis — Mizoram,

o Neoserica churachandpurensis — Manipur,

o Maladera barasingha — Named after the Indian swamp deer,
o Maladera lumlaensis — Arunachal Pradesh,

o Serica subansiriensis — Arunachal Pradesh,

o Maladera onam — Kerala

Population study of grizzled giant squirrel

+ The Villupuram Forest Division has planned to conduct a population study of the
grizzled giant squirrel found in good numbers in the Pakkamalai and the
Gangavaram hills.

Y/

+ The grizzled giant squirrel is usually known to nest in the Western Ghats in the
Southern India ranging from Chinnar Wildlife sanctuary in Kerala to Anamalai
Tiger Reserve and Palani hills in Tamil Nadu.

+ The species has been categorised as near threatened by the Red List and listed
under Schedule II of CITES.

+ The squirrel, an endangered species, is listed under Schedule I of the Wildlife
Protection Act, 1972.

Clidinium lalitae — Beetle

+ The Scientists have identified a new species of beetle belonging to the subfamily
Rhysodinae.

+ The newly found species are discovered in the Talle Valley Wildlife Sanctuary in
Arunachal Pradesh.

+ It has been named 'Clinidium lalitae', in much tribute to the late Dr. Lalita Ray
Chaudhury, coleopterologist and former scientist at ZSI.

Tigers outside reserves

% The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change is learnt to be finalising
the contours of the “tigers outside tiger reserves” project.

s It aims to reducing human-animal conflict and stepping up monitoring outside
tiger reserves to tackle poaching would be the two key focus areas

% Nearly 30 per cent of the country’s estimated 3,682 tigers being reported outside
notified reserves.

+ The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) will implement the project.
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Global coral bleaching crisis 2025

+ The world’s worst ongoing global coral bleaching event has now affected nearly
84 per cent of the world's coral reefs.

+ The mass coral bleaching has also been recorded in at least 83 countries and
territories.

+ The ongoing global coral bleaching event is the biggest to date.

+ The previous record was during the 3rd global coral bleaching event, which
occurred from 2014-2017.

% During this event, 68.2 per cent of the world's reef area experienced bleaching-
level heat stress.

% The 1st and 2nd global coral bleaching events had occurred in 1998 and 2010,
respectively.

Y/

+ Australia’s coral reefs suffered mass coral bleaching in 1998, 2002, 2016, 2017,
2020, 2022 and 2024.

REPORTS AND INDICES

Levels and trends in child mortality 2024

+ The United Nations Inter-Agency Group for Child Mortality Estimation (UNIGME)
released a data of 2024.

s Between 2000 and 2023, India achieved a 70 per cent decline in the under-five
mortality rate and 61 per cent decline in the neonatal mortality rate.

+ India is in seventh position among the top 10 countries in the highest reduction
of stillbirths in the range of 60-70 percent.

% India has registered a 60.4 per cent reduction between 2000-2023 in comparison
to a 37 per cent global reduction in stillbirth.

+ Globally, the annual number of global under-five deaths in 2022 declined by more
than half from the 2000 estimate- from 9.9 million to 4.9 million.

< Between 2000 and 2022, the world lost 221 million children, adolescents, and
youth.

+ The trend of under-five deaths has increased in the neonatal period from 41% in
2000 to 47% in 2022.
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Maternal Mortality 2000-2023 Report

R/

+ The report, titled Trends in maternal mortality 2000-2023’, was prepared by the
WHO, UNICEF, UN Population Fund, World Bank and the UN Department of
Economic and Social Affairs (population division).

+» Nigeria had the highest number of maternal deaths and accounted for more than
a quarter (28.7 percent) of all estimated global maternal deaths in 2023, with
approximately 75,000 deaths.

% In 2023, India accounted for the second highest maternal deaths globally and
tied with the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) with 19,000 and second only
to Nigeria.

+ This amounted to 52 fatalities each day.

% India’s maternal mortality rate (MMR) was 362 in 2000 and came down to 80 in
2023, marking a decline of 78 percent over the period.

« Together, these four countries accounted for almost half (47 percent) of all
maternal deaths globally in 2023.

% China registered just 1,400 maternal deaths in 2023.

Technology and Innovation Report 2025

s The 2025 Technology and Innovation Report was issued by United Nations Trade
and Development (UNCTAD).

% India was ranked 36th in 2024 on the ‘Readiness for Frontier Technologies’ index,
improving its position from 48th in 2022.

+ India ranks at 36th out of 170 nations on a global index measuring a country’s
readiness for frontier technologies.

+ India ranks at 99t for ICT, 113t for skills, third for R&D, tenth for industrial
capacity and 70th for finance.

% The U.S. leads the world in terms of the private investment in Al, at $67 billion
in 2023, or 70% of global Al private investment.

+ The only developing countries with significant investments were China in second
position, with $7.8 billion and India in tenth position, with $1.4 billion.

“Trade and Development Foresights 2025” Report

+ This report was titled “Trade and Development Foresights 2025 — Under Pressure:
Uncertainty Reshapes Global Economic Prospects”.

« It was released by the UN Trade and Development (UNCTAD).
s The global level growth is expected to decline to just 2.3 per cent.

< 35 out of 68 low-income countries are in or near debt distress.
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+ India has been listed among the countries that are propelling growth with higher
government expenditure and monetary policy stimulus.

World Economic Outlook 2025 - IMF

+ The growth forecast for the world economy has been cut to 2.8% down half a
percentage point from the earlier estimates.

% For China, 2025 GDP growth is revised downward to 4.0 percent from 4.6 percent
in the January 2025 WEO Update.

% India’s economy is expected to grow by 6.2 per cent in 2025 and 6.3 per cent in
2026.

+ The GDP growth projection for the US economy has been cut sharply to 1.8%,
down almost a full percentage point from the January 2025 projection.

Times Higher Education Asia Rankings 2025

+ China has maintained a strong presence at the top, with Tsinghua University and
Peking University claiming the first and second places, respectively.

« Out of the top 10, five institutions are from China.

+ The National University of Singapore secured third place.

+ Four countries rank for the first time — Uzbekistan, Bahrain, Mongolia and Syria.

% Among Indian entries, I[ISc has emerged at the top with a rank of 38 and remains
the highest-placed Indian institution on the list.

* Anna University follows as the second-best from India, holding the 111th rank.

< Saveetha Institute of Medical and Technical Sciences is close behind at 149.

STATES

Sarhul festival 2025

+ Jharkhand and Chhotanagpur region celebrated the new year and the arrival of
spring with the Sarhul festival.

% Sarhul is the meaning of “worship of the Sal tree.”
% Shorea robusta, the sal tree, is a species of tree in the family Dipterocarpaceae.

+ The tree is native to India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Tibet and across the Himalayan
regions.

% Sarhul has been celebrated by tribes such as the Oraon, Munda, Santal, Khadia,
and Ho with unique names.
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West Bengal’s Triple Elimination Initiative

% West Bengal has launched the ‘Triple Elimination’ initiative in partnership with
the William J Clinton Foundation (WJCF) and WHO.

« It is believed to be the first-of-its kind in the country.

+ It aims to eliminate mother-to-child transmission of HIV, syphilis and Hepatitis
B by 2026.

« All three diseases - HIV, syphilis and Hepatitis B are infectious, and their mode
of transmission is similar, sexual and vertical (mother-to-child) transmission.

Rongali Bihu 2025

+ The Bohag Bihu, also called the Rongali Bihu or Xaat Bihu, is a traditional Indian
celebration primarily observed in Assam and other Northeastern states.

+ The celebration commemorates the Assamese New Year, the arrival of spring, and
the beginning of the harvest season.

Y/

+ Kati Bihu and Magh Bihu, the other two Bihu festivals, are observed in October
and January, respectively.

Kyasanur Forest Disease 2025

+ Kyasanur Forest Disease (KFD), also known as "monkey fever," is on the rise in
Karnataka.

+ This tick-borne viral disease is of serious health concern to people who live in
and around forest belts.

+ KFD is viral haemorrhagic fever that is due to the Kyasanur Forest Disease Virus
(KFDV) belonging to the Flaviviridae family.

+ It was initially detected in 1957 in the Kyasanur Forest of Karnataka.

+ Humans are infected mainly through the bite of the infected hard ticks, especially
Haemaphysalis spinigera.

+ The virus exists in forest ecosystems among small mammals, monkeys, and ticks.

% The Human beings are incidental hosts and do not play a role in the transmission
cycle.

Gig Worker Welfare Fund Levy - Karnataka

s The Karnataka Cabinet cleared the much-awaited Karnataka Platform-based Gig
Workers (Social Security and Welfare) Bill, 2024.

+ It is now expected to be introduced as an Ordinance.
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s If passed, this would make Karnataka the second State in the country to
introduce the legislation for the welfare of platform-based gig workers after the
state of Rajasthan.

s In 2023, Rajasthan state has enacted the Rajasthan Platform-Based Gig Workers
(Registration and Welfare) Act, 2023.

+ Telangana also in the process to enact gig workers Act.

Pohela Boishakh 2025

+ The Bengali New Year begins on 'Pohela Boishakh', also known as Poila Baisakh
or Noboborsho.

+ Falls on the first day of Boishakh in the Bengali solar calendar, it is very widely
celebrated in Bangladesh and in parts of Assam, West Bengal, and Tripura.

Thangjing Hills - Sacred Meitei Site

@,

% Kuki-Zo civil society organisations have "warned" the Meitei community against
climbing the Thangjing Hill in Manipur's Churachandpur district.

Y/

+ The Thangjing Hill is considered a sacred site for Meiteis who visit it in April.

Y/

+ Since the ancient times, the Meiteis have been going on an annual pilgrimage to
the hilltop shrine of Ibudhou Thangjing, the guardian of the mountains.

« The Kuki-Zo tribes deny the hill is exclusively a sacred site of the Meiteis.

Kokborok - 8th schedule

+ Kokborok Sahitya Parishad, Tripura have sought the inclusion of the Kokborok
language in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution.

« The tribal literary body stated that the script for the Kokborok language can
either be Bengali or Devanagari.

+ Kokborok is one of the oldest and most widely spoken languages among the
indigenous communities of Tripura.

+ Kokborok can be written with either Devanagari or Bengali script correctly and
appropriately.

Odisha’s Similipal - National Park’s Status

% An area of 845.70 sq km spread across 11 ranges of Similipal south and Similipal
north divisions was declared as national park.
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This is making Similipal the second protected area to be declared a national park
after Bhitarkanika in the state.

It's also the 107th national park of India.

Amravati airport

72
°

R/
0’0

0,
°

The Maharashtra CM inaugurated Amravati Airport in Maharashtra.
It was under the Regional Connectivity Scheme (RCS) - UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam
Nagrik).

He also announced the Flying Training Organisation (FTO) to be established in
the Amravati City of Vidarbha.

GI tags Place

Betel leaves Kumbakonam
Manikka Maalai Thovalai
Jackfruit, Cashew Panruti

Acid Lime Puliyankudi
Samba Vathal Virudhu Nagar
Small Onion Chettikulam
Chithiraikar Rice Ramanadu

White 'Bonde'
Chhanabora
Motichur Laddoo
Radhunipagal Rice
Nistari Silk Yarn
Guava

Nolen Gurer Sandesh

Banarasi Shehnai, Banarasi
Tabla and the 'Banarasi
Bharwan Mirch'

Kamarpukur, West Bengal
Murshidabad, West Bengal
Bishnupur, West Bengal
West Bengal

Malda, West Bengal
Baruipur, West Bengal
West Bengal

Uttar Pradesh
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PERSONALITIES, AWARDS AND EVENTS

Personalities Associated fields Remarks
Tahawwur Hussain Doctor India is preparing for the trial of
Rana Tahawwur Hussain Rana, who was

extradited by the United States.

Kumudini Lakhia Classical Dancer — Padma Shri (1987), Padma Bhushan
Kathak (2010) and Padma Vibhushan (2025).
R. Krishnan Tribal Artist He created thousands of paintings

depicting Alu Kurumba life.

Daripalli Ramaiah  Tree Man He received Padma Shri Award in 2017.
K Kasturirangan Former ISRO Chief Project director of India’s first two
experimental earth observation

satellites BHASKARA-I & II.

Pope Francis Head of the Catholic He is the first non-European pontiff in
Church and sovereign over 1,200 years.
of the Vatican City State

Laureus World Sports Awards 2025

Armand Duplantis - Swedish pole  Sportsman of the Year
Vaulter

Simone Biles - American Gymnast Sportswoman of the Year

Real Madrid Laureus World Team of the Year Award
Lamine Yamal Laureus World Breakthrough of the Year Award
Rebeca Andrade - Brazilian World Comeback of the Year

Gymnast

Jiang Yuyan - China Sportsperson of the Year with a Disability

Tom Pidcock World Action Sportsperson of the Year award
Rafael Nadal Laureus Sporting Icon Award

Kick4Life — a charity foundation Laureus Sport for Good Award

Kelly Slater — Surfer Laureus Lifetime Achievement award
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36tk Goldman Environmental Prize 2025

Semia Gharbi — Tunisia African winner
Batmunkh Luv sandash - Mongolia Asia winner
Besjana Guri and Olsi Nika - Albania European winners

Carlos Mallo Molina - the Canary Islands The Islands and Island Nations winner

Mari Luz Canaquiri Murayari - Peru South and Central American winner
Laurene Allen - the US North American winner

Jasprit Bumrah Leading Men's Cricketer

Smriti Mandhana Women's category

Nicholas Pooran Leading T20 Player

150th IPU assembly

% The 150th Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) Assembly was held in Tashkent,
Uzbekistan.

% The overarching theme of this year’s General Debate is “Parliamentary Action for
Social Development and Justice”.

R/

s IPU was established in 1889 as a small group of parliamentarians, dedicated to
promoting peace through parliamentary diplomacy and dialogue.

R/

< Now it has 182 Members and 15 Associate Members.

2025 Breakthrough Prize in Fundamental Physics

% The 2025 Breakthrough Prize in Fundamental Physics was awarded to 13,508
physicists across four collaborative projects at CERN.

s The Breakthrough Prize in Fundamental Physics was awarded to the four
collaborations at the Large Hadron Collider (LHC) in CERN.

+ The Mathematics Breakthrough Prize was awarded to Dennis Gaitsgory for “his
central role in the proof of the geometric Langlands conjecture.”
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WEF Young Global Leader 2025

+ The youngest cabinet minister of the union government, Ram Mohan Naidu, has
been named as the WEF Young Global Leader 2025.

% He is one of seven Indians in the 2025 cohort of 116 leaders from across fifty
countries.

+ OYO’s Ritesh Agarwal, Alok Medikepura Anil, Natarajan Sankar, Nipun Malhotra
and Anurag Maloo also features in the list.

WAVES 2025 - Anti-Piracy Challenge

+ Anti-Piracy Challenge is a pioneering initiative under the Create in India
Challenge Season 1 of WAVES (World Audio Visual & Entertainment Summit)
2025.

% WAVE Summit is being organized by the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting, Government of India on May 1-4, 2025 in Mumbai.

+ Top seven finalists were announced for the Anti-Piracy Challenge.

< Finalists and Their Solutions

Special Category National Panchayat Awards-2025

+ The Special Category National Panchayat Awards—-2025 are bestowed during the
National Panchayati Raj Day celebration in Bihar.

+ Notably, 3 of the 6 awardee Gram Panchayats — from Bihar (the Motipur Gram
Panchayat), Maharashtra (Dawwa S Gram Panchayat), and Odisha (Hatbadra
Gram Panchayat) — are headed by women Sarpanches.

MacGregor memorial medals - India

« It is a prestigious award recognising exceptional contributions in military
reconnaissance and adventure and remains a symbol of honour in the Indian
Armed Forces.

% Five military personnel received this honour for their achievements in 2023 and
2024 by the Defence Ministry.

+ While military reconnaissance and exploration remain the foremost criteria, the
medal is open to all ranks (serving and retired) of the Armed Forces, Territorial
Army, Reserve Forces, Rashtriya Rifles and Assam Rifles.

% Instituted on July 03, 1888, the MacGregor Memorial Medal commemorates
Major General Sir Charles Metcalfe MacGregor, founder of USI (established in
1870).

For any Queries Mail to: thervupettagam@shankariasacad.in 70


mailto:thervupettagam@shankariasacad.in
https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

-**2 TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM

ol Information is a Blessing

SHANKAR
IAS ACADEMY
.

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

s To date, 127 medals have been awarded, including 103 prior to Independence.

« Among the notable recipients are Captain F.E. Younghusband (1890), Major
General Orde Charles Wingate (1943), Major Z.C. Bakshi (1949), Col. Narinder
Kumar for Siachen Glacier exploration (1978-81) and Cdr Dilip Donde and Lt.
Cdr. Abhilash Tomy for their solo global circumnavigations.

+ The awardees for 2023 included Wing Commander D. Panda from the Air Force
and Electrical Artificer (Radio) Rahul Kumar Pandey from the Navy.

s For 2024, the Chief Electrical Aircraft Artificer (Radio) Ram Ratan Jat of the Navy
and Sergeant Jhumar Ram Poonia from the Air Force were honoured with the
medal.

% The Colonel Ranvir Singh Jamwal, the Director of the National Institute of
Mountaineering and Adventure Sports in Arunachal Pradesh, was also awarded.

Y/

< The event also featured the launch of the book Bravest of the Brave, a chronicle
of the life and heroic journey of Naib Subedar Chunni Lal, authored by Lt. Gen.
Satish Dua (retd.), former Chief of Integrated Defence Staff.

SPORTS

Asian U18 athletics championship 2025

+ Indian athletes won 11 medals - one gold, five silver and five bronze - at the Asian
U18 Athletics Championships 2025 in Dammam, Saudi Arabia.

% Himanshu Jakhar made history by winning the country’s first-ever Asian U18
Athletics Championships gold in the men’s javelin throw.

% China has finished on top of the standings with 19 gold, 12 silver and 5 bronze
medals.

+ It is followed by Japan (7) and Saudi Arabia (6).

ISSF world cup 2025 - Lima
+ Indian shooters finished third at the ISSF World Cup in Lima, Peru.
s India’s tally stands seven, including two gold, four silver and a bronze.

s USA also ended with seven medals, they edged ahead of India to take second
place, with a higher gold medals count.

% China finished on top of the standings with four gold, three silver and six bronze
medals.
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IMPORTANT DAYS

Date Important Day Theme

March 30 International Day of Zero Waste Towards Zero Waste in Fashion
2025 and Textiles

March 30 Rajasthan Day 2025

April 01 Odisha Day

April 02 World Autism Awareness Day Advancing the Neurodiversity and
the UN Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs)

April 02 International Children's Book Day The Freedom of Imagination

April 03 Raising Day of Army Medical Corps

April 05 Samata Diwas

April 04 International Mine Awareness Day = Safe Futures Start Here

April 05 National Maritime Day 2025

April 1 to Prevention of Blindness Week 2025

April 7

April 07 World Health Day 2025 Healthy Beginnings, Hopeful
Futures

April 07 International Day of Reflection on

the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi
in Rwanda 2025

April 09 CRPF Valour Day 2025

April 10 World Homeopathy Day 2025

April 11 National Safe Motherhood Day 2025 Healthy  Beginnings, Hopeful
Futures

April 11 World Parkinson’s Day 2025

April 14 Ambedkar Jayanti 2025

April 14 National Fire services’ Day 2025

April 14 to  Fire service Week 2025 Unite to Ignite, a Fire-Safe India

20
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April 14

April 14
April 15
April 15
April 16
April 17

April 18

April 19
April 20

April 21
April 22
April 23

April 23
April 24
April 24

April 24

April 24/30

April 21
April 23
April 24

World Chagas Disease Day 2025

World Quantum Day 2025
Himachal Day 2025

World Art Day 2025

World Voice Day 2025
World Hemophilia Day 2025

World Heritage Day 2025

World Liver Day 2025
UN Chinese Language Day 2025

National Civil Service Day 2025
Earth Day 2025
World Book and Copyright Day 2025

UN Spanish Language Day 2025
National Panchayati Day 2025
International Girls in ICT Day 2025

World Day for Laboratory Animals
2025

World Immunization Week 2025

World Creativity and Innovation Day
UN English Language Day

International Day of Multilateralism
and Diplomacy for Peace

Information is a Blessing

AR
W

Prevent, Control, Care: Everyone’s
role in Chagas disease

Every Day in 2025

Art for Unity and Healing
Empower Your Voice

Access for All - Women and Girls
Bleed Too

Heritage under Threat from
Disasters and Conflicts:
Preparedness and Learning from
60 years of ICOMOS Actions

Food is Medicine

Chinese Language: A Gift Across
Time and Space

Our Power, Our Planet

The role of literature in achieving
the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs)

Girls in ICT for inclusive digital
transformation

Immunization for All is Humanly
Possible
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April
26/2025

April 12

April 12

April 13
April 24
April 25

April 25
April 25
April 26

April 26

April 26
April 27
April 28

April 30
April 29
April 30

Exercise Name

‘Africa India Key Maritime India
Engagement’ - AIKEYME

Balikatan joint military

exercise

/M 3 : THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

World Healing Day - last Saturday of

April every year

International Day of Human Space
Flight 2025

International Day for Street Children
2025

Siachen Day 2025
Zero shadow day 2025
World Malaria Day 2025

World Penguin Day 2025
International Delegate’s Day 2025

International Chernobyl Disaster
Remembrance Day 2025
World Intellectual Property Day

2025
World Veterinary Day 2025
World Design Day 2025

World Day for Safety and Health at
Work 2025

Ayushman Bharat Diwas 2025
International Dance Day

International Jazz Day

TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM
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Malaria ends with us: Reinvest,
Reimagine, Reignite

Intellectual property and music:
Feel the beat of IP

Animal Health Takes a Team
outlandish optimism

Revolutionizing health and safety:
the role of Al and digitalization at
work

MILITARY EXERCISES

Mozambique,
Lanka, South Africa

Japan

Countries Involved

Comoros,
Madagascar, Maldives, Mauritius,
Seychelles, Sri

United States, Australia and

Venue

Kenya, African countries

Philippines
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MISCELLANEOUS

Education and Nutrition: Learn to Eat Well
+ UNESCO released a report ‘Titled Education and Nutrition: Learn to Eat Well’.
+ The paper has highlighted that 27 per cent of school meals worldwide were not
developed with input from nutritionists.

« Of the 187 countries evaluated, only 93 had any kind of legislation or guidance
on food served in schools.

+ Studies showed school meals increased enrolment rates by 9 per cent, attendance
by 8 per cent, and also enhanced learning.

Hurun Global Rich List 2025
« In the Hurun Global Rich List for 2025, India ranks third with 284 billionaires.

+ For the first time in 10 years, the US leads the list with 870 billionaires.

% China follows with 823 of the world’s wealthiest residents.

+ Shanghai overtook Mumbai as the billionaire capital of Asia for the first time.
s It hosts 92 individuals compared to the 90 billionaires living in Mumbai.

% India is home to seven billionaires under 40 from Bengaluru and Mumbai.

+ Two Indian billionaires are just 34 years old.

Mitathal and Tighrana Harappan Sites

+ The Haryana government has declared two sites of over 4,400-year-old Harappan
civilisation in Bhiwani district as protected monuments and archaeological sites.

+ The two sites are situated at two neighbouring villages of Tighrana and Mitathal.

+ The Tighrana region was first inhabited by Chalcolithic agricultural communities
as early as 2,400 BCE.

+ These early settlers (very popularly known as Sothians) lived at Chang, Mitathal,
Tighrana etc. in small mud-brick houses with thatched roofs.

+ They used copper, bronze and stone implements as discovered in large numbers.

Discovery of Rajaraja Chola Inscription

“ A new inscription pertaining to Rajaraja Chola, has been discovered in Somagiri
hills at Melavalavu near Melur in Madurai.

% The inscription could be around 1,000 CE.

s The inscription begins with the honorific title - Raja Raja Mummudichola, a
unique salutation found in this region, known as the Pandya country.
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Copper Plates of Devaraya I’s Reign

+ A set of the copper plates dating back to early 15th Century from the reign of
Devaraya I of the Sangama Dynasty were unveiled by ASI.

« It was written in Sanskrit and Kannada and Nagari characters, are unique as
they were issued during the coronation of King Devaraya 1.

+ Notably, the seal features an image of Vamana instead of the customary Varaha,
the royal insignia of the Vijayanagara Empire.

+ The copper plates are dated Saka 1328 (Naga-Chakshu-Guna Sasi), Vyaya,
Kartika ba. Dasami (10), Friday, corresponding to November 5, 1406 CE.

25th Year of NCPOR

+ The National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research (NCPOR) is situated in Vasco
da Gama, Goa.

+ The NCPOR has led India’s explorations in the Arctic, Antarctic, and the Indian
Ocean, driving cutting-edge research in polar and marine sciences.

% Maitri (1989) and Bharati (2011) were established for carrying out the research
by the Indian scientists in all disciplines of polar research.

+ It has also established the high-altitude research station HIMANSH (2016) in the
Himalayas to spearheading vital climate and ocean studies.

First-ever ancient Greek theater

% The very first ever ancient Greek theatre has discovered across the entire Ionian
Islands in Lefkada, Greece.

+ The theatre was likely built in the 4th century BC, at a time when ancient Lefkada
was thriving.

+ It had room for around 3,500 spectators.

2,000 years old Megaliths

+ Recently, a rock-cut chamber and artefacts were unearthed at Manimoola village
in Bandadukka, Kerala.

s They are nearly 2,000 years old and maybe used in megalithic period.

% A nearby stone structure ‘Pathaya Kallu’ is also believed to be a megalithic-era
monument.

Antar Drishti and Enable Inclusion App

+ The National Institute for the Empowerment of Persons with Visual Disabilities
(Divyangjan), Dehradun, in collaboration with the National Association for the
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Blind (NAB), New Delhi, inaugurated ‘Antar Drishti’ — a unique sensory dark
room.

+ ‘Antar Drishti’ is a specially designed sensory experience space aimed at raising
awareness and sensitizing society towards the challenges faced by persons with
visual impairments.

+ The NIEPVD will be going to implement the ‘Enable Inclusion’ App.

« Itis a digital platform developed by Amar Seva Sangam for the early identification,
intervention, and tracking of children with developmental disabilities.

Airtel’s 2Africa Pearls subsea cable

+ Bharti Airtel has brought the submarine cable system 2Africa Pearls to the Indian
shores.

% It will be connecting the country's communication network with Africa, Europe,
and the Middle East.

% 2Africa Pearls cable system will bring over 100 tbps (terabits per second) of the
international capacity to India.

% Airtel is the landing partner for the 2Africa Pearls cable in India.

s 2Africa Pearls is a part of the 2Africa cable system will be the world's longest
subsea cable system when completed.

« It will be spanning over 45,000 kilometres connecting Asia to Africa and Europe
through the Middle East.

Captive breeding of Toda buffalo

s Over the last three decades, the population of the Toda buffalo has declined by
more than 90%.

« It is an indigenous species of water buffalo linked to the culture of the Toda
tribals.

+ Toda tribe is one of the very oldest Dravidian ethnic groups residing in the Upper
Nilgiris plateau in Tamil Nadu.

Archaeological Excavation in Dwaraka

+ The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has undertaken a project to ascertain
the antiquity of the recovered objects there through the scientific analysis of the
sediments, archaeological and marine deposits.

« Earlier, a Five-member team of the ASI in the south of Gomati Creek, located on
the eastern side of Dwarka, carried out an investigation.

For any Queries Mail to: thervupettagam@shankariasacad.in 77



mailto:thervupettagam@shankariasacad.in
https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM

Information is a Blessing

SHANKAR
IAS ACADEMY
.

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

+ Beyt Dwarka, believed to be the ancient home of Lord Krishna, is an island off
the coast of Gujarat, where the Dwarkadhish Temple is located.

+ The ASI’s Underwater Archaeology Wing carried out systematic archaeological
investigations from 2005 to 2007 at Dwarka.

Jallianwala Bagh Massacre and Sir Sankaran Nair

+ The Indian Prime Minister has recalled the nationalist and jurist Sir Chettur
Sankaran Nair on 106t Jallianwala Bagh anniversary.

+» Nair fought a legendary courtroom battle against a senior official of the British
who had sued Sir Sankaran for holding him responsible for the Jallianwala Bagh
massacre of 1919.

X3
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In 1897, he became the youngest president of the Indian National Congress.

X3

%

By 1908, he had been appointed as a permanent judge of Madras High Court.

R/
0.0

In 1919, he had played an important role in the expansion of provisions in the
Montagu-Chelmsford reforms which introduced a system of dyarchy in the
provinces and increased participation of Indians in the administration.

Y/

+ Following the massacre of Jallianwala Bagh, he had resigned from the Viceroy’s
Council in protest.

s In 1922, Nair published Gandhi and Anarchy, a book in which he spelt out his
critique of Gandhi’s methods of non-violence, civil disobedience, and the non-
cooperation.

+ He also accused Michael O'Dwyer, who was Lieutenant Governor of Punjab at the
time of the massacre, of following policies that led to the deaths.

+ O’Dwyer sued Nair for defamation in England, expecting the English court to side
with him.

% At the end of case, Nair was ordered to pay £500 and the expenses of the trial to

the plaintiff.

+ O’Dwyer said he would forgo the penalty if Nair apologised but Nair refused.

150 years of Bombay Stock Exchange

+ The BSE Ltd, Asia's oldest stock exchange, has celebrated its 150th anniversary
recently.

% The BSE, the fourth largest stock exchange in the world, was founded on July 9,
1875, near Town Hall in South Bombay.

% In 1957, the BSE granted permanent recognition under Securities Contracts
(Regulation) Act (SCRA).

% In 1986, the S&P BSE SENSEX, India’s first equity index was officially launched
at a base of 1,000.

% In 2017, the BSE became the first listed stock exchange in India.
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Climate Change Impact on Women and Children

+ The Union Ministry of Women and Child Development (WCD) recently released
the report titled “How Does Climate Change Impact Women and Children Across
Agroecological Zones”.

s India has 20 agro-ecological zones with different climates and landscapes.

+ Jharkhand, Gujarat, Maharashtra, and Andhra Pradesh each have five agro-
ecosystems.

% North Eastern Hills (17) covers nine states.
+ Western Coastal Plains (19) spans eight states.

% Children under 5 years face the highest risk due to their small size, the weaker
immunity, and dependence on caregivers.

16 New Global Geoparks - UNESCO

+ The UNESCO added 16 new sites across 11 countries to its Global Geoparks
Network, which marks its 10th anniversary this year.

v The newly featured geoparks are located in China, North Korea, Ecuador,
Indonesia, Italy, Norway, South Korea, Saudi Arabia, Spain, the UK, and
Vietnam.

% North Korea recorded its historic first with the inclusion of its site in the Network.

+ While Saudi Arabia has made its debut on the list with two newly designated
geoparks.

+ With the new entries, the Network now comprises 229 sites across 50 countries.

+ India does not have any site featured on the UNESCO Global Geoparks list.

India’s Longest Rail Tunnel - Uttarakhand
+ This longest transport tunnel in India Spanning a length of 14.58 km and known
as tunnel no. 8, or the Janasu tunnel.

+ This falls on the Devprayag to Janasu stretch of the Rishikesh-Karnaprayag line
(Uttarakhand).

s At present, the longest rail tunnel in India is 12.75 km long, between Khari and
Sumber Stations on the Katra-Banihal Section of the Kashmir line.

+ The longest road tunnel is the Atal tunnel on the Manali-Leh highway, which is
9.02 km long.

Akshvi Digital Wallet

% A one-of-its-kind e-digital wallet for disasters - Akshvi - has been launched in
India.
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+ Akshvi is an acronym for Aapda Kshati Vivaran (Disaster Damages Description).

% It empowers the communities to self-report their losses, ensures their needs are
prioritised, and tracks their progress transparently through digital e-wallets.

+ The ‘E- disaster wallets’ created for each household are now being linked to long-
term social welfare schemes of the government, and index-based insurance
programmes.

Bhagavad Gita and Natyashastra

* Manuscripts of the Bhagavad Gita and Bharata’s Natyashastra are among the 74
new additions to UNESCO’s Memory of the World Register (MoW) this year.

+ With the latest additions, the Register now contains 570 entries.
% The UNESCO has launched the Memory of the World (MoW) Programme in 1992.

+ The central project of the MoW Programme was to create a compendium of
documents — manuscripts, oral traditions, audio-visual materials, and library
and archive holdings.

+ These are of “world significance and outstanding universal value”.

% Beginningin 1997, the Register has been biennially updated — with the exception
of a lengthy gap between 2017 and 2023.

+ The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, proclaimed by the United Nations
General Assembly in Paris in 1948, is also among the new entries in the Register.

+ With the inclusion of Gita and Natyashastra, India now has 14 entries in the
Register, including two joint-submissions.

% These range from the Rig Veda (added in 2005) and the collective works of the
Shaivite philosopher Abhinavagupta (added in 2023), to the archives of the first
summit meeting of the Non-Aligned Movement in Belgrade in 1961 (added in
2023) and the archives of the Dutch East India Company (added in 2003).

+ Bhagavad Gita is the part of the Mahabharata.
+ Itis a Sanskrit scripture comprising 700 verses that are organised in 18 chapters.
s It is considered to be composed in the 2»d or 1st century BCE.

+ Natyashastra deals with drama (natya), performance (abhinaya), aesthetic
emotion (rasa), feeling (bhava), and music (sangita), comprising 36,000 verses.

« It is believed to have been codified around the 2nd century BCE by Bharatmuni
in Sanskrit.
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