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Equator Prize 2025 ......ccccieieiiiiuiiiieiiriiiettieiecitietecicietesstsececstsasessscessssasassssaes 172
Gallantry and Service Medals 2025 .......ccccceiuiiiiiniieieinrieieceieieciriecececacesecanes 173
L. Ganesan demiSe ...c.ccccuiuiuiuiuinrnrnrrrrieitieieieieterecececesesecacscecasssssssssssssssssscnnes 173
Lord Swraj Paul's demiSe .....ccciuiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiaciriereciriecesissacercssasessssecssscesssases 173
IESO 2025.....ccuititieieiuieiuieiecececnrererrttststsesesesesssssssssssssssscsssssssssssssssssssssssssses 174
100 years of Vitthalbhai Patel’s presidency .....cccccceeeieiiniiiiieiiiiiririniieccncencenens 174
National Teacher Award 2025.......cccceitiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieieieiececececececesececececececscncnnes 174
) 0 ) N 175
Asian Surfing Championship 2025......cccccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiniiiecicieiacciecececenes 175
Asian Boxing Championships 2025.......ccccceitiiiiiiiieiiiiierieieieniiiececiecacciecececenes 175
Khelo India ASMITA ....cccitiuititiurtieteritiececstsacecsssesessscessssssessssssssssssssssssssssssses 175
Khelo India Water Sports Festival ....ccccciiiiieiiniiniiniiieioncseicacercersnssescscescssesses 176
World Humanoid RODOt GAmMES ....ccuvuruinininininiiiiieiiieieieieieiecececececacacacacecececnes 176
Durand Cup 2025 ....ccceiuiiiieiuiiiieritieietieietecittacecistesersssesssssesssssssssssessssssssssssses 176
IMPORTANT DAYS...ciitititititieieieieiaiececececececececcscsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnss 177
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World Lung Cancer Day 2025 - Aug Ol....ccccciuiuiieieinrieinreriececircececcrcacessacacecnaes 177
World Breastfeeding Week 2025 — August 01/07.....c.cccceieieieieieieiaiaiecacececncnnnes 177
Muslim Women Rights Day 2025 - Aug Ol ....cccceiuiiiiinriiececieiaceriecececsacesesanes 177
CLOVES Syndrome Awareness Day 2025 - Aug 03 .....cccceeieiuinininrncncncncecnnnennes 177
World Wide Web Day 2025 — August Ol ....cccceiiiiiiiiiiieieieieieieiececeracacacacecacacnes 178
Indian Organ Donation Day 2025 - Aug 03......cccceetieiurriarncieiaceriecececcacecacanes 178
Hiroshima Day 2025 - August 06......ccccvuiiiiuiniieiuiiiecerieiereciecacriecececacasacanes 178
National Handloom Day 2025 - August 07 .......cccceieveieieieininininrerecececececcececenes 178
Quit India Movement Day 2025 - August 08 ........cccceieiuiiininininrnrncncecccccncnnes 179
Nagasaki Day 2025 - August 09 .....ccceiiieiuiiiieiniieiecitieceriecececsecacecsacesecsacessscases 179
International Day of the World's Indigenous Peoples 2025 - August 09......... 179
International Biodiesel Day 2025 - August 10.....ccccieiuriinincieiacriececececececanes 179
World Lion Day 2025 - August 10 ...ccccceieiuiiiiiinriiiecriecaciriscesissecescssscescssssesnses 180
International Youth Day 2025 - August 12 ......cciciiiiiiniiiieiniiieciriececeiecereanes 180
World Elephant Day 2025 - August 12....cccccciuiiiiieiiieiniicieiecieiececiecacecsacececenes 180
World Organ Donation Day 2025 - August 13......ccccceieiuiniieiniieiececieiececiecacecenes 180
Partition Horrors Remembrance Day 2025 - August 14........ccceceieininrincnnnnnnnns 181
National Librarian's Day 2025 - August 12......ccccceitiiiuriiiiieniiiecriececienecesscanes 181
World Humanitarian Day 2025 - August 19.....cccciuiiiiininiiiienicieieciecaceciecececenes 181
World Photography Day 2025 — August 19 .....ccccceiuiuiiiiuiniieientiececiecaceciecececenes 181
World Orangutan Day 2025 - August 19.....ccceiiiiieiiieieicieienieiececiecececiecacecenes 182
World Mosquito Day 2025 - August 20.....ccccieiiiiiiirieinirieiecieiececcssacescscaceseses 182
Indian Akshay Urja Day 2025 - August 20.....cccccciutriiinririeieccrcaceriececssscessases 182
International Day of Remembrance and Tribute to the Victims of Terrorism

2025 - AUBUSE 21 ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiitititiiiiitiiiiiiiiittttetttttttttttatattsnsnsesesasnsnsnsnnns 182
World Senior Citizens’ Day 2025 - August 21.....ccccceiiiniriiinniriececiecacriececenenes 183
International Day Commemorating the Victims of Acts of Violence Based on

Religion or Belief 2025 — August 22.......ccccitiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiriiiiiiiieicitietcieiecciecanes 183
International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade and Its Abolition

2025 — AUZUSE 23 ..ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiititititititititiiietetttetttattttttttttstststsnsnsntnsnsntnsnnns 183
ISRO Day / National Space Day 2025 — August 23 .....cccccuvuviiierrieinneiecececnnns 183
Women’s Equality Day 2025 - August 26 .....c.ccceiviuiniiiinincieieniciecciecacciecececenes 184
National Sports Day 2025 - August 29 .....cccccieiiiiiiieieiiieieieiecececerecececcceccncnnes 184
World Water Week 2025 — August 24/28.....ccccciiiiiiriiiniriiinciriecercrsacercssaceseses 184
Small Industry Day 2025 - August 30 ....ccccceieiiiiiniiiiieniiieccieiecitiececececesecanes 184
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World Lake Day 2025 - AUgUSt 27 ...cccuiiiieiuiiiieiniiiiectietecitcececircacecsssacessacacesnses 185
MISCELLANEOUS ....cccitititititieieitietacerecesecececececscscscscssststsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnes 185
100 Years of Indian Hockey 2025.......cccceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieieieieieiicecacececececececcncenes 185
Android Earthquake Alert System .....cccccevuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiieieieieiececacececaceaes 185
Panel For COP-33 in 2028 ......ccccctitiuiiiieiutitiecntietecrsacesissscecsssasessssasessscsssssases 186
Rajendra Chola’s Gangetic expedition ........cccceiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieciecnnens 186
L o T T 2 ) e 188
400-mile fossil volcano chain .......cccccvieieiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiciniiiicieieieciciacecienecesecanes 189
Ratadiya Ri DReri...cccciuiuiuiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieietecececacecececececesecscesssnsnnes 189
Flash flood hotspots across India ......ccccceieieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiecieciecenens 189
The naval prowess of Rajendra Chola I........cccceiiiiniiniiniiniiiiiiiiiiiiiniiecieccncenenss 190
Kashmir’s Sharda Script......cccccieiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiiiiiieiitieirieieicitiecessecececsecanes 192
Arya Samaj mMarria@esS..c.cccciiiriiieiirieieciriecarirttcecirsacersssscessssasssscessssscesssssssssses 192
Sarnath - Nominated for UNESCO World Heritage ......cccccoceiviiinrrieinnrincnnnnnns 193
Lightning Mega flash ......cccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitietieiescesetsetescescescnsens 193
NH Accidents in First Half of 2025......c.ccccitiuiiiiiniiiiiinniiiniiciiiiiiieccieiececnecanes 194
Groundwater Pollution CrisiS.......cccceeeieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicicecceccccccceennes 194
100 Years of Kakori Rail CONSPIracy ...c.cccceeerieierrierarrieceriesacercscacersscacessscenens 195
Supreme Court on Stray Dogs control ........cccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiecceciscenens 195
Dardanelles Strait ......cccceeieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiieiititiettiiieticittecitietecietacesacanes 195
Ancient tools in Indonesia......c.coceitieiuirieiuiiiiiiiieieritieietieietsieteccsesacrsacesecnnes 196
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% A severe stampede occurred at Haridwar’s Mansa Devi temple, Uttarakhand.

+ Remona Evette Pereira, a student from Mangaluru, has etched her name into the
Golden Book of World Records with 170-hour Bharatanatyam performance.

% India’s Divyanshi Bhowmick made history at the 29th Asian Youth Table Tennis
Championships held in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, by winning the U-15 Girls' Singles
title.

% Three terrorists involved in the April 22 Pahalgam terror attack were gunned
down by security forces in Operation Mahadev in Jammu and Kashmir.

7
0.0

In a first of its kind initiative, a medical college teaching in the Hindi medium is
to be established at Jabalpur in Madhya Pradesh.

7
0.0

A coalition of 12 Latin American countries is set to launch Latam-GPT, the
region’s first large artificial intelligence language model, in September 2025.

v The Indian Army has recently conducted Exercise Drone Prahar in Arunachal
Pradesh’s East Siang district.

% Yantai Penglai International Airport (Terminal 2) In Yantai, China was chosen as
1st among World's 6 Most Beautiful Airports For 2025.

v The Army Hospital Research & Referral (AHRR), has hosted the first-ever Armed
Forces National Conference — SHAPE 2025 (Sustainable Hospital Architecture,
Planning, Infrastructure, and Equipment) in New Delhi.

% The Indian Army conducted Exercise Divya Drishti in East Sikkim to test Al-
based battlefield awareness and next-gen warfare technologies in high-altitude
conditions.

7
0.0

Dr. Kennedy Odede, founder of Shining Hope for Communities (SHOFCO), won
the 2025 UN Nelson Mandela Prize for his impactful service to communities in
Kenya.

+ Hyderabad-based stealth startup Stardour successfully test-fired India’s first in-
house hydrogen-oxygen propulsion engine, has developed to power its next-gen
orbital transfer vehicle called Lucas.

+ Indian Railways has successfully pilot tested the new Direct Drive Electronic
Interlocking (DDEI) system at three stations, including Dinanagar in Jammu and
Tajpur in Madhya Pradesh.

% China has launched a new subsidy scheme offering parents 3,600 yuan (around
$500) per year for each child under age 3, starting in 2025.

X3

%

The Barbados thread snake (Tetracheilostoma carlae), measuring up to 10 cm,
was rediscovered in 2025 after being unseen since 2006.

o Itis blind, lives underground, and feeds on ants and termites.

15


https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM

Information is a Blessing

SHANKAR
IAS ACADEMY
.

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

+ Goa Shipyard Limited has launched “ICGS Atal”, the sixth of eight indigenously
designed Fast Patrol Vessels for the Indian Coast Guard.

« DRDO successfully conducted two consecutive flight tests of the indigenously
developed Pralay missile from Dr APJ Abdul Kalam Island, Odisha.

% Indian Army’s ‘Operation Shiv Shakti’ in J&K’s Poonch neutralized two Lashkar-
e-Taiba militants.

+ Maharashtra government has announced August 7 will be celebrated annually
as “Sustainable Agriculture Day” to mark the birth centenary of Bharat Ratna
Dr. M. S. Swaminathan.

+ The Uttar Pradesh government has launched a comprehensive river revival
scheme aimed at rejuvenating the state's disappearing, polluted, and seasonal
rivers.

% Hariyali Teej festival 2025 marks the reunion of Lord Shiva and Goddess Parvati
and is widely celebrated across the northern and the western India, especially in
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Haryana, and Madhya Pradesh.

% Deendayal Port Authority commissioned India’s first 1 megawatt Make in India
green hydrogen plant at Kandla in Gujarat.

+ The Maharashtra state government has inaugurated the nation's first Al-powered
Anganwadi centre in Waddhamna village, Nagpur district.

% Google will invest $6 billion to build a 1-gigawatt data centre and the power infra
structure in Andhra Pradesh.

+ Recently, Russia's Klyuchevskoy volcano has erupted on Kamchatka Peninsula,
shortly after a powerful Pacific earthquake.

+ Slovenia has become the first country in the European Union to ban all weapons
trade with Israel over its war in Gaza.

+ World FinTech Day is observed annually on August 1st to recognise the very high

transformative role of Financial Technology (FinTech) in modernising financial

services and enhancing global access to financial products.

% World Ranger Day is celebrated worldwide on July 31st to commemorate Rangers
killed or injured in the line of duty.

% V. O. Chidambaranar (VOC) Port in Thoothukudi has become the first Indian port
to successfully produce green hydrogen and achieve over 1 MW of rooftop power
generation.

% Operation Akhal, a high-intensity joint anti-terror operation, was conducted by
the Army, J&K Police, and CRPF in Kulgam’s Akhal area of South Kashmir.

% BSNL and Numaligarh Refinery Limited (NRL) signed an MoU to deploy India’s
first 5G Captive Non-Public Network (CNPN) in the refinery sector for secure and
real-time industrial connectivity.
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Magnus Carlsen of Norway clinched the title at the first-ever Chess Esports World
Cup by defeating Russia’s lan Nepomniachtchi in the final.

+ Krasheninnikov Volcano on Russia’s Kamchatka Peninsula erupted for the first
time in over 600 years following a massive 8.8-magnitude earthquake.

s A total of 1,374 children were rescued from the child labour, begging, and illegal
employment by Cyberabad (Telangana) police during Operation Muskaan-XI held
from July 1 to 31,2025.

+ India will launch its first franchise-style archery league in October in New Delhi,
marking a new era for the sport.

s The All-India Football Federation (AIFF) and Telangana government signed an
MoU to launch India’s first FIFA Talent Academy for girls at Gachibowli Stadium,
Hyderabad.

% India and the Philippines conducted their first-ever bilateral joint naval exercise
in the South China Sea.

% Penguin Random House, India, publishing the book “370: Undoing the Unjust, A
New Future for J&K” authored by the BlueKraft Digital Foundation, a non-profit
organisation.

% “BMW 1991,” directed by Ponmudi Thirumalaichamy, is a bicycle-themed Tamil
film that has won 22 international film festival awards.

% The National Bone and Joint Day is observed in India every year on August 4th to
spread awareness about the importance of the musculoskeletal health and to
preventing bone and joint disorders.

+ International Traffic Signal Day on August 5 to highlight the importance of traffic
signals in ensuring safe and efficient road use.

% Telangana Police had rescued 7,600 children last month under the nationwide
Operation Muskaan XI initiative.

+ Delhi Assembly becomes India’s first legislature to run entirely on the solar power
with a 500-kilowatt rooftop plant.

% IIT-Palakkad has rolled out India’s first Al-powered learning app for students
preparing for competitive exams like JEE, NEET and CAT.

% The Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI) has got a record-low price of 355.75
per kg for green ammonia in its first-ever auction under the National Green
Hydrogen Mission’s SIGHT Scheme.

% Arunachal mountaineer Kabak Yano successfully climbed Mount Kilimanjaro as
part of her seven-summit mission.

% The Republic of Moldova has joined the International Solar Alliance as its 107th
member.
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% Indian Prime Minister launched the M.S. Swaminathan Award for Food and Peace
to honour global contributions to food security.

o The Nigerian scientist Dr. Arenare became the first recipient for his efforts in
reducing hunger.

% India’s Annu Rani won gold in women’s javelin throw with 62.59 meters at the
International Wiestaw Maniak Memorial in Poland.

+ Indian Railways has successfully trialled Asia’s longest freight train, 'Rudrastra’,
measuring 4.5 km from Ganjkhwaja in Uttar Pradesh to Garhwa in Jharkhand.

% Under Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY), maternity benefits have
been provided to more than 4.05 crore beneficiaries since the inception of the
scheme (01.01.2017) till 31.07.2025.

+ August 7 is celebrated as National Javelin Day in India to honour Neeraj Chopra's
historic gold medal win in the javelin throw at the Tokyo Olympics.

« Jammu and Kashmir and Maharashtra completed their first interstate Agri trade
via eNAM with 11 tonnes of apples and pears reaching the Pune Agricultural
Produce Market Committee (APMC).

+ The book titled ‘Why the Constitution Matters’is authored by former Chief Justice
of India (CJI) Dhananjaya Y. Chandrachud.

+ The DSP Mutual Fund has launched the DSP Nifty500 Flexicap Quality 30 Index
Fund, which is India’s first flexi-cap index fund.

+ The World Sanskrit Day, also known as Vishva-Samskrita-Dinam, is celebrated
on August 09t annually to honour one of the world’s oldest languages, Sanskrit.

+ Aadhaar face authentication hit a record 19.36 crore transactions in July 2025.

o This marked a threefold rise from 5.77 crore in July 2024 as per the Ministry
of Electronics and Information Technology.

+ Rishabh Yadav won bronze in compound men’s individual archery at the World
Games 2025 in Chengdu, China.

% Mumbai hosted the 18th International Olympiad on Astronomy and Astrophysics
at the Homi Bhabha Centre for Science Education.

+ Indian Navy commissioned INS Udayagiri (constructed by Mazagon Dock Ship
builders Limited (MDL) in Mumbai) and INS Himgiri (built by Garden Reach
Shipbuilders & Engineers (GRSE) in Kolkata) at Visakhapatnam, by marking the
first time two major surface combatants from the different Indian shipyards were
commissioned together.

% Skyroot Aerospace successfully completed the first static test of the KALAM 1200
motor, the Vikram-1 launch vehicle’s first stage, at ISRO’s Satish Dhawan Space
Centre.
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% Prime Minister flagged off three new Vande Bharat Express trains recently, and
the total Vande Bharat count crosses 150.

% Guwahati International Airport won the International Architectural Award 2025
for its bamboo-inspired design and excellence in transport architecture.

% The 4th Tamil Nadu International Kite Festival will take place from 14 to 17
August 2025, at East Coast Road, Mahabalipuram.

% Tendong Lho Rum Faat, an ancient Lepcha festival was celebrated in Sikkim for
honouring Tendong Hill for protecting the tribe from a great disaster.

v The book titled ‘No Minister’ authored by Shantanu Gupta that offers an insider’s
account of governance and power dynamics in Indian politics.

% The country’s first Animal Stem Cell Biobank was launched at the National
Institute of Animal Biotechnology in Hyderabad.

+ SEBI has proposed SWAGAT-FI, a single-window gateway to ease market access
for verified low-risk foreign investors.

% International Left-Handers Day is observed annually on August 13 to raise
awareness about the advantages and challenges of being left-handed.

% Hindustan Zinc Limited, India’s only and the world’s largest integrated zinc
producer, is the first Indian company to join the International Council on Mining
and Metals.

+ DPIIT and Zepto signed a Memorandum of Understanding to support early-stage
manufacturing startups through a 6-month programme called Zepto Nova.

o The initiative will focus on hardware, Internet of Things (IoT), packaging, and
sustainable manufacturing with mentorship, Startup India support, and
market access for over 100 startups.

Rohith Krishna S, a 19-year-old from Chennai, has become India's 89th Grand
master.

7
0.0

+ Nehru Zoological Park in Hyderabad will set up southern India’s first in-house
Biosafety Level 3 (BSL-3) laboratory for animal disease diagnosis and research.

% Assam's ‘Operation Falcon’, launched jointly by police and forest department in
2024, has successfully curbed poaching of one-horned rhinos.

+ BSF Meghalaya Frontier launched ‘Operation Alert’ along the India-Bangladesh
border with State Police to ensure foolproof security before Independence Day.

India’s U20 women’s football team defeated Myanmar to qualify for the AFC U20
Women’s Asian Cup 2026 after 20 years.

3

%

% BEML Limited wins its first overseas rail-metro contract from Malaysia worth
USD 1 million for retrofit and reconditioning of Mass Rapid Transport System.

+ The Nagpur-Pune Vande Bharat Express covers the longest route in India,
connecting key stations including Wardha, Akola, Bhusawal, and Daund.
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% Fresh apricots from Kargil, Ladakh, were launched in Saudi Arabia for the first
time at Lulu Hypermarket in Riyadh during India’s 79th Independence Day,
marking a boost in India-Saudi agricultural trade.

7
0.0

Bengaluru’s Yellow Line expands Namma Metro to 96 km, making it the second-
largest metro network in India after Delhi Metro’s 353.3 km.

v The Ministry of Road Transport & Highways launched the FASTag Annual Pass
on 15 August 2025, offering private vehicles up to 200 toll crossings or one year
of travel at 3,000.

7
0.0

The sixth round of Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC) talks ended
without an agreement.

o The talks were held in Geneva to draft a legally binding treaty on plastic
pollution.

% SLINEX-25, a bilateral naval exercise between India and Sri Lanka, was held in
Colombo, Sri Lanka.

% India’s defence production reached a record X1.51 lakh crore in FY 2024-25,
marking an 18% growth from ¥1.27 lakh crore in the previous year.

% The U.S. national debt hit $37 trillion, surpassing the 2030 projection years early
due to pandemic-era borrowing.

The Football Team Real Madrid’s brand value rose 14% to EUR 1.9 billion, while
Barcelona’s increased 11% to EUR 1.7 billion.

o Both clubs have earned AAA+ brand strength ratings and hold the highest
enterprise values of EUR 6 billion and EUR 4.4 billion, respectively.

7
0.0

% Indian Olympic Association (IOA) officially approved India’s bid to host the 2030
Commonwealth Games.

o India will submit the final proposal before the 31 August deadline, marking
20 years since New Delhi last hosted the Games.

% Neeraj Ghaywan’s drama "Homebound" won best film and best director at the
Indian Film Festival of Melbourne 2025.

Ikshak (Yard 3027), the third of four Survey Vessel (Large) ships built by GRSE,
Kolkata, was delivered to the Indian Navy.

7
0.0

o The first two ships, INS Sandhayak and INS Nirdeshak, were commissioned
in 2024.

Minister H.D. Kumaraswamy unveiled the logo, website, and brochure of Bharat
Steel in New Delhi.

3

%

o Bharat Steel is the flagship international conference-cum-exhibition
organised by the Ministry of Steel and Heavy Industries.

+ The government approved the first cadre review of BSF Group B and C personnel,
enabling 23,710 immediate promotions.
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o Over 8,000 promotion orders were issued after Operation Sindoor.

+ World Steelpan Day is observed on August 10 to celebrate the steelpan, a musical
instrument invented in Trinidad and Tobago.

+ Indian Oil Corp. Ltd. became the first Indian company to receive the International
Sustainability & Carbon Certification (ISCC) under CORSIA for Sustainable
Aviation Fuel (SAF) production at its Panipat refinery, Haryana.

% Vincent Keymer of Germany won the Quantbox Chennai Grand Masters 2025,
becoming the first sole champion and entering the world’s Top 10 live ratings.

+ The Indian tricolour was hoisted for the first time at Seattle’s 605-feet Space
Needle on India’s 79th Independence Day, marking the first foreign flag raised at
the landmark.

% Rajasthan’s Manika Vishwakarma has been crowned Miss Universe India 2025.

Y/

+ Foxconn has started iPhone 17 production at its Devanahalli facility near
Bengaluru, Karnataka.

o The unit is Foxconn’s second largest outside China, built with a $2.8 billion
(k25,000 crore) investment.

Y/

+ Gugga Naumi is a folk religious festival celebrated across Rajasthan, Haryana,
Punjab, Jammu & Kashmir, and Uttar Pradesh.

o It is observed on the ninth day of Krishna Paksha in the Bhadrapad month,
usually after Janmashtami.

« NTPC Limited, became the first public sector company in the power industry to
adopt a Business Continuity Plan aligned with ISO 22301:2019.

% India is launching its first hydrogen-powered train on the Jind—Sonepat route in
Haryana.

+ Under the Indian Army’s Operation Sadbhavana, an ‘Arogyam Health and
Wellness Centre’ was inaugurated at Dah Jhong, Tawang district, Arunachal
Pradesh.

+ Tata Sons shareholders have unanimously approved Noel N Tata’s appointment
as a director during the company’s annual general meeting (AGM).

% India will host the Asian Open Short Track Speed Skating Trophy 2025 for the
first time in Dehradun, Uttarakhand.

% Mountaineer Kabak Yano successfully summited Mount Elbrus, the highest peak
in Russia and Europe.

% Nepal allows free climbing of 97 peaks in Karnali and Sudurpaschim, ranging
from 5,970 to 7,132 metres, for two years to boost tourism.

% President Droupadi Murmu appointed Manipur Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla to
also serve as Nagaland Governor alongside his current duties.
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% Indian Railways has commissioned India’s first removable 70-metre solar panel
system between tracks at Banaras Locomotive Works, Varanasi.

+ India’s first sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) plant to start commercial production
by year-end at Indian Oil Corporation’s Panipat refinery in Haryana.

+ The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) approved the development
of a greenfield airport at Kota-Bundi in Rajasthan.

+ The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) has collaborated with the
Starlink, for seamless Aadhaar-based customer verification.

+ The Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) has recorded an all-time
high net addition of 21.89 lakh members during June this year.

+ The Ministry of Home Affairs has approved renaming Jalalabad in UP's
Shahjahanpur district to "Parshurampuri,” citing its mythological link as
Parshuram's birthplace.

+ The intermediate-range ballistic missile Agni-5 was successfully test-fired from
the Integrated Test Range in Chandipur, Odisha.

% INS Aridhaman, India’s third nuclear ballistic submarine under the Advanced
Technology Vessel (ATV) project, is in final sea trials and set for induction by end-
2025.

+ The Gunmen attacked a mosque in Nigeria's northwest Katsina state during Fajr
prayers.

% The World Entrepreneurs Day observed on August 21 celebrates the innovation
resilience passion creativity and impact of entrepreneurs worldwide.

+ Indian shooter Elavenil Valarivan won gold in the women’s 10m air rifle at the
16th Asian Championships in Shymkent, Kazakhstan.

+ RBI approves Indranil Bhattacharyya as ex-officio member of the Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC), replacing Rajiv Ranjan.

o Indranil was appointed Executive Director of the Monetary Policy Department
on March 19, 2025.
% Exercise Samanvay Shakti 2025 was inaugurated at Laipuli in Assam’s Tinsukia
district to boost coordination between security forces, government departments,
and civil institutions.

s Maharashtra is set to become the world’s first region to pilot a hyperloop cargo
corridor between Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust (JNPT) in Navi Mumbai and the
Vadhavan Port in Palghar.

+ For the first time in India, the Corporation Elementary School at Edamalaipatti
pudur in Tiruchi has introduced uniforms with QR (Quick Response) codes which
contains student details like class and school address for quick identification in
emergencies.
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+ Indian shooter Aishwary Pratap Singh Tomar won the gold medal in the men's
S0m rifle 3 positions competition at the Asian Shooting Championship held in
Shymkent, Kazakhstan.

+ Former CRPF and ITBP Director General Anish Dayal Singh has been appointed
as the new Deputy National Security Advisor.

+ International Dog Day is observed on August 26 since 2004 to raise awareness
about rescuing abandoned dogs and responsible pet care.

+ The 14th India-Thailand joint military exercise Maitree will be held at the Foreign
Training Node in Umroi, Meghalaya, returning to Indian soil after five years.

+ The Government e-Marketplace (GeM) has crossed 215 lakh crore in cumulative
Gross Merchandise Value (GMV) since its launch in 2016.

+ A bronze statue of legendary cricketer Sunil Gavaskar was unveiled at Wankhede
Stadium, Mumbai.

+ The Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) has initiated its first all-women
commando unit to promote gender equality.

« DRDO has successfully conducted the maiden flight tests of the Integrated Air
Defence Weapon System (IADWS), a multi-layered air defence system comprising
all-indigenous Quick Reaction Surface-to-Air Missiles (QRSAM).

+ The Union cabinet approved India's bid to host the 2030 Commonwealth Games
(CWGQG) in Ahmedabad, Gujarat.

o The country had last hosted the games in 2010, and it will now be pitted
against Nigeria to play host for the 2030 edition.

+ Indian weightlifter Mirabai Chanu won a gold medal in the women's 49 kg
category at the 2025 Commonwealth Weightlifting Championships in
Ahmedabad.

+ Malaysia has launched Ryt Bank, the world’s first artificial intelligence (Al)-
powered bank, developed by YTL Group in partnership with Sea Limited for
Malaysians.

+ Indonesia, the United States, and allied nations have launched the annual
military exercise “Super Garuda Shield 2025” to strengthen regional security
amid rising Indo-Pacific tensions.

+ Prasanna Kumar Motupalli, Chairman and MD of NLC India Limited, has been
awarded the ‘Top Rankers Excellence - CEO of the Year Award’.

+ The FIDE World Cup2025 will take place in Goa, India, from October 30 to
November 27,2025.

+ India hosted its first-ever 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP) Radio Access
Network (RAN) meetings in Bengaluru.
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+ Five Government Medical College Hospitals (GMCH) in Tamil Nadu, including
GMCH Omandurar Estate, Tiruvannamalai GMCH, Theni GMCH, Kanyakumari
GMCH, and Tiruvallur GMCH, have received certification from the National
Accreditation Board for Hospitals and Healthcare Providers (NABH).

+ The New Development Bank (NDB) has appointed Dr Rajiv Ranjan as its vice
president and chief risk officer.

+ The book named ‘Secession of the Successful: The Flight Out of New India’ is
authored by Sanjaya Baru.

+ One of the largest and longest-running multinational military drill ‘19th edition
of Exercise Bright Star 2025’ is being held in Egypt with the participation from
43 countries.

+ Exercise Aarogya Setu was organised by the Indian Army at Rupai, Doomdooma
in Assam.

o It marked a first-of-its-kind civil-military medical fusion exercise to
strengthen cooperation between various Arms of Army.

TAMIL NADU

First Green Municipal Bond - Chennai

+ The Greater Chennai Corporation (GCC) Council has passed a resolution to raise
3205.64 crore.

« It was by issuing its first Green Municipal Bond to fund major environment-
friendly infrastructure projects.

+ The resolution said that the GCC issued a municipal bond listed on the National
Stock Exchange on May 22.

s That raised 3421 crore against a base size of ¥100 crore at an interest rate of
7.97% per annum.

% The GCC said the green bond issue would follow Securities and Exchange Board
of India regulations.

% The SEBI Regulations (Guidance note) requires the establishment of a Bond Issue
Committee with Commissioner as chairperson.

+ The bond would adhere to international frameworks such as the Climate Bonds
Standard and Certification Scheme, and the Green Bond Principles issued by the
International Capital Market Association.
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Since it is a ‘Green Bond’, the GCC is eligible to receive up to 220 crore as an
incentive, under the AMRUT 2.0 scheme.

It is also eligible for an incentive of 10 crore per *100 crore raised, subject to a
maximum of 220 crore, under the scheme.

The proceeds from this bond will be used to part-fund the biomining project at
Kodungaiyur dump yard.

The GCC'’s total contribution is ¥385.64 crore — 23205.64 crore financed through
the bond and 2180 crore through KfW, a German Bank.

Mani Maran - Living Legacy of Tamil Palm Leaf Manuscripts

Y/
0.0

Y/

The Prime Minister Narendra Modi praised the work of Mani Maran, a resident of
Thanjavur in Tamil Nadu.

It was for his efforts in preserving and teaching the ancient art of reading Tamil
palm leaf manuscripts.

He was the Tamil Pundit of the Saraswathi Mahal Library.

The Saraswathi Mahal Library has published 20 books written by him.
He is also conducting research on a Monograph of the Sendalai Temple.
Manimaran taught people how to read and understand Tamil Suvadiyial.

It is palm-leaf manuscripts.

Tamil Nadu State Policy for Transgender Persons 2025

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin released the Tamil Nadu State Policy for Transgender
Persons 2025.

The policy said that the State would take steps to amend the Hindu Succession
Act, Indian Succession Act

It aims to ensure right of inheritance to transgender and intersex persons.

The policy says transgenders will be treated as socially and educationally most
disadvantaged and would be give preference in housing schemes.

The State would ensure that all educational institutions would change the name
and gender in academic certificates of transgender and transpersons, as per the
Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019.

Steps would be taken to amend Juvenile Justice Act and other relevant acts to
address concerns of gender non-conforming persons.

The state will operate a round-the-clock helpline for gender-related queries.

TN has been a pioneer in introducing welfare measures for transgenders.
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s It is from setting up a Transgender Welfare Board to providing a dignified
nomenclature — ‘Thirunangai and Thiru Nambi’ to them.

+ Tamil Nadu established the country's first Welfare Board for transgender persons
under the DMK government in April 15, 2008.

«» April 15 is observed as Transgender Welfare Day in Tamilnadu.

« TN was also the first state to provide a third gender option in college application
forms alongside male and female.

+ The only shortcoming is that the policy doesn't explicitly mention reservation for
transgenders.

« Though it states that the state will take necessary steps to ensure their
appropriate representation in educational institutions and govt employment.

% Currently, transgenders are provided reservation under MBC.

+ But the Karnataka govt provides an exclusive 1% reservation for them.

Tamil Nadu’s engine of progress - education for all

+ There are many reasons for Tamil Nadu’s tremendous economic and social
progress over the last century.

% If social justice is our ideology, then education is its most effective instrument to
carry it forward.

% Education for all, not just those who can afford it or have the “merit” for it, is an
equaliser and an enabler.

+ It is the foundation upon which we continue to build an equitable Tamil society.

% In the year 1920, a school in Thousand Lights area under the then Municipal
Corporation of Madras became the first in India to serve mid-day meals to its
students.

+ The initiative was approved by the then Madras Corporation Council and inspired
by Justice Party leader P. Theagaraya Chetty.

+ This idea has evolved into one of the largest and most effective school meal
programmes in the world.

s It expanded up with the Breakfast Scheme which was launched in 2022 by this
government.

% It is one of many reforms that illustrate how Tamil Nadu has used its education
policy not just to improve learning outcomes, but to bring about equality in
society.

% Tamil Nadu’s Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher education stands at 47%,
while the national average is 28.4%.
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+ Among women, Tamil Nadu’s GER is 47.3%, against the national figure of 28.5%.

s In the year 1921, the Justice Party passed the historic Government Order (GO),
which came to be known as the Communal GO.

+ It ensured access to education for children from all communities, particularly the
marginalised.

‘Nalam Kaakkum Stalin scheme

+ Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin on August 2, 2025 inaugurated medical
camps across all 38 districts in the State.

+ It was organised under the ‘Nalam Kaakkum Stalin scheme.

+ He unveiled this at the inaugural event organised by the Health Department at
the Saint Bede’s Anglo-Indian Higher Secondary School complex in Santhome,
Chennai.

K/
0’0

It was aimed at taking healthcare to people’s doorsteps.

¢

R/
*

As part of the programme, 1,256 camps are being conducted.

*,

X3

8

And priority is given to rural areas.

X3

%

These are the areas where special medical facilities are fewer, and places with a
higher Scheduled Caste population.

+ The camps will prioritise people from economically weaker sections, those with
diabetes and blood pressure, heart patients, lactating mothers, and pregnant
women, among others.

+ Tamil Nadu had been awarded the best State for Organ Donation by the Union
government for 2024.

Mini TIDEL Park in Tiruvannamalai

+ The Chief Minister has virtually laid the foundation for a Mini TIDEL Park in
Tiruvannamalai to be built at *37 crore.

+ Mini TIDEL Parks are aimed at boosting IT growth in Tier II and III cities across
Tamil Nadu.

+ The parks in Salem, Thanjavur, Thoothukudi and Villupuram were inaugurated
last year, while new ones are underway in Karaikudi, Tiruppur and Vellore.

School of Semiconductor Initiative

% The School of Semiconductor Initiative was launched by the Tamil Nadu
government in partnership with IIT-Madras.

% It aims to build a skilled workforce for the semiconductor sector and boost the
research and startup incubation.
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% A R100 crore grant will support a new centre with India’s first in situ fab unit at
Central Polytechnic Campus in Chennai.

+ The initiative promotes local manufacturing prototyping and advanced R&D for
national and global semiconductor needs.

Verkalai Thedi thittam

+» Chief Minister flagged off the fourth phase of the Verkalai Thedi' cultural tour in
Chennai.

+ Under this initiative, launched in 2023 at a Tamil cultural event in Singapore,
diaspora Tamil youth are selected annually and brought to Tamil Nadu.

% The goal is to strengthen their connection with Tamil heritage through the
exchange of traditions and immersive learning.

+ This year, 99 diaspora Tamil youth from 14 countries will tour the historical and
cultural sites across Tamil Nadu from August 1 to 15.

« Participants will explore Tamil history, lifestyle, arts, architecture, water systems,
and clothing, and interact with scholars and experts.

Y/

«» After the tour, they will return as cultural ambassadors to promote Tamil identity
and pride in their respective countries.

Brain-dead organ donors

+ Tamilnadu state honours for brain-dead organ donors impacted the transplant
programme substantially.

% The Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has said this.

« It was lauding the proactive initiatives of the State government in achieving
significant progress in the organ transplant programme.

«» The Directorate-General of Health Services said 461 State honours were accorded
since the announcement was made in September 2023.

+ This first-of-its-kind Government Order has impacted the program substantially.
% The highest ever number of donations in Tamil Nadu occurred in 2024.

% As many as 1,500 organs and tissues were retrieved from 268 deceased donors,
which was the highest from one State in one year.

+ The DGHS has also referred to ‘honour walk’ for the deceased donor within the
hospital campus, development of protocols for all the components of the
programme, a personal note of appreciation from Transplant Authority of Tamil
Nadu (TRANSTAN) to the centres/coordinators after every donation and periodic
review at multiple levels.
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% 863 major organs, 637 minor organs and tissues were retrieved the 268 donors
and successfully utilised.

«» For the first time, contributions from government institutions exceeded those of
private hospitals (54.48% from government hospitals and 45.52% from private
hospitals).

s Deceased donations happened in 26 government institutions.

+ There were donations even from remote colleges like Nilgiris Medical College.

+ The contributions from the Non-Transplant Organ Retrieval Centre were also
impressive.

+ There were 43 donations from the NTORCs, accounting for 16% of the total
donations.

TN Rising

+ Tamil Nadu has announced the launch of a new series of Regional Investment
Conclaves—TN Rising.

Y/

+ The inaugural conclave will be hosted in Thoothukudi.

« Tamil Nadu attracts Rs 32,553.85 crore investment here.

Y/

+ The Regional Investment Conclaves called ‘TN Rising’ are an opportunity for us
to show the world that Tamil Nadu is further on the rise as a global industrial
powerhouse.

s It is designed to catalyse growth in Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities.
% It is a part of its long-term vision of becoming a $1 trillion economy.

+ It will be focusing on the very balanced regional development and the sustainable
industrialisation.

836 IPR (Intellectual Property Rights) applications

% Seven Patent Information Centres (PIC) attached to educational institutions in
the State were recognised by the Tamil Nadu State Council for Science and
Technology (TNSCST).

+ The IPR cells in Periyar University, Salem; Mother Teresa Women’s University,
Kodaikanal; Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, Coimbatore; Hindustan
Institute of Technology and Science, Chennai; Nehru Group of Institutions,
Coimbatore; K.S. Rangasamy College of Technology, Tiruchengode; and Madurai
Kamaraj University were honoured by the Council

+ Five applications have also been filed at different IPR cells for the Geographical
Indication (GI) registration.
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+ They are the Vandavasi Korai Paai (mat woven with split culm of a grass) filed at
the IPR cell in Mother Teresa Women’s University, Kollimalai Palappazham
(jackfruit) and Kollimalai coffee at the K.S. Rangasamy College of Technology,
Pollachi Thennai Naar (coconut coir) at the Nehru Group of Institutions and the
Mugavai Kuliyadichan Sivappu Arisi (reddish brown rice variety) at the Mohamed
Sathak Engineering College, Kilakarai.

Double-digit economic growth

«» After 14 years, Tamil Nadu records double-digit economic growth in real terms.

+ The State has posted 11.19% during 2024-25.

Y/

+ It was according to the revised estimates of the Union Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation.

+ It has exceeded the forecast made in the Tamil Nadu Budget, presented early this
year, by nearly 2.2%.

Y/

 In 2010-11, the State registered 13.12%. Coincidentally, on both occasions,
the DMK was in power.

Y/

+ Fifteen years ago, the base year was 2004-05, whereas it is 2011-12 now.

+ The growth was attributed by the strong performance by the tertiary and
secondary sectors.

+ About five months ago, when the State-wise advance estimates were made public,
Tamil Nadu’s real economic growth was 9.69%.

+ The latest figure marks an increase of about 1.5 percentage points.

+ Apart from having finished the topper, Tamil Nadu has accomplished what no
other State has done — recording the double-digit growth.

% It may be noted that the data for six States — Goa, Gujarat, and
four northeastern States — have not been made public yet.

+ The State government was modest in projecting Tamil Nadu’s nominal Gross
State Domestic Product (GSDP) to grow at 14.5% in 2024-25.

% It was with real growth at 9% and an average inflation of 5%.
+ But the real growth is higher by nearly 2.2%.

s At constant prices (base year: 2011-12), Tamil Nadu’s GSDP is estimated at
%17,32,189 crore for 2024-25, up from 215,57,821 crore in 2023-24.

v The revised figures also indicated stronger performance for 2023-24, with the
real GSDP growth revised upward from 8.23% to 9.26%.

% However, the growth estimated for 2022-23 had been reduced from 8.13% to
6.17%.
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% Going by the data on per capita Net State Domestic Product (NSDP) at current
prices, Tamil Nadu ranked third among major States in 2024-25, with an
estimated per capita income of 33,61,619,

+ It is following Telangana (X3,87,623) and Karnataka (X3,80,900).

15 million tonnes of cargo

< The V.O. Chidambaranar Port in Thoothukudi crossed the 15-million tonne mark
in cargo handling in this financial year on August 3.

+» This milestone has been achieved 11 days ahead as compared to the previous
financial year.

+ The port had handled 2,98,107 TEUs (Twenty-foot Equivalent Unit) of containers
up to August 3 this financial year.

s Itis registering a growth of 9.75% compared to the 2,71,620 TEUs handled during
the corresponding period of the previous financial year.

% The major commodities that contributed to this achievement include coal,
limestone, salt, rock phosphate, edible oil, and construction material.

+ The rapid growth in exports from Tiruppur, Coimbatore, and Karur has increased
the container volumes.

+ The operationalisation of North Cargo Berth-III for handling bulk cargo is another
major contributor to the port’s improved performance.

+ It was recently dedicated to the nation by Prime Minister on July 26.

VinFast EV plant

+ Tamil Nadu Chief Minister inaugurated Vietnamese electric vehicle (EV) maker
VinFast’s first manufacturing plant in India at Thoothukudi.

s The facility is part of a ¥16000 crore investment pact signed during the 2024
Global Investors Meet with the Tamil Nadu government.

+ The project is expected to create over 3500 jobs in the next five years and
supports local youth employment under the Naan Mudhalvan scheme.

+ VinFast plans to make the Thoothukudi facility its largest export hub for South
Asia, the Middle East and Africa.

% Tamil Nadu accounts for 40 per cent of all electric vehicles sold in India.

Caste column for police appraisals

+ The Tamil Nadu Fifth Police Commission has recommended removing the caste
or community column from performance appraisal forms of Head Constables and
Special Sub-Inspectors.
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+ The panel led by former Madras High Court Judge C T Selvam said caste details
are irrelevant for assessing professional work and could lead to bias.

+ Caste reference is not included in the Annual Confidential Reports (ACR) of higher
police ranks, including Indian Police Service (IPS) officers.

+ The report also suggests for ending the practice of recording the caste of the
complainants and accused at police stations since no legal provision supports it.

+ The Commission has urged the government to hold all-party talks to remove caste
names from streets and boundary markers in villages.

+ It has also called for setting up Special Intelligence Cells (SIC) in caste-sensitive
districts to monitor caste-related developments affecting law and order.

AGNISHODH for defence innovation

+ The Indian Army and IIT Madras launched Agnishodh Indian Army Research Cell
(IARC) to boost self-reliance in defence technology.

% It aims to integrate academic research with operational needs under the Army’s
transformation pillar of modernisation and technology infusion.

v The centre will collaborate with the IIT Madras Research Park Advanced
Manufacturing Technology Development Centre (AMTDC) and Pravartak
Technologies Foundation.

« Military personnel will be trained in areas like additive manufacturing, cyber
security, quantum computing, wireless communication, and unmanned aerial
systems.

+ Agnishodh will transform academic excellence into battlefield innovation,
supporting India’s progress towards Viksit Bharat 2047.

1,303 Nilgiri Tahrs

+ Tamil Nadu has recorded an estimated 1,303 Nilgiri Tahr in the second annual
synchronised population survey.

% This year’s synchronised survey covered 177 blocks in Tamil Nadu — 36 more
than in 2024.

« Tamil Nadu’s estimated Nilgiri Tahr population has increased to 1,303, up from
1,031 recorded the previous year.

% The Grass Hills National Park and Mukurthi National Park are the primary
strongholds, with Grass Hills recording 334 Tahrs (up from 276 in 2024).
Mukurthi holds 282 individuals (up from 203 last year).

» Around 155 Nilgiri Tahr are forming a transit population moving towards Kerala’s
Eravikulam National Park.

X3
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‘Ungaludan Stalin Scheme

+ The Supreme Court of India has dismissed a plea against the naming of the Tamil
Nadu government outreach programme ‘Ungaludan Stalin on August 6, 2025.

s The apex court termed the plea as misconceived and an abuse of law.

% A penalty of 210 lakh was imposed on C. Ve. Shanmugam, which is to be paid to
the Tamil Nadu government for use in welfare schemes.

+ The Supreme Court set aside a Madras High Court order that had restrained the
Tamil Nadu government from naming schemes after living persons.

« The court noted that restricting only the ruling party and its Chief Minister
showed political intent.

+ The court stated that naming schemes after political leaders is a common practice
across India.

+ The petitioner had not challenged schemes named after other living leaders from
various political parties.

+ The petition had also requested the action from the Election Commission of India
under Paragraph 16A of the Election Symbols Reservation and Allotment Order
of 1968.

+ The petition has sought intervention by the Content Regulation Committee on
Government Advertising against the use of the name Stalin.

+ The court had concluded that the outreach programme Ungaludan Stalin is
citizen-focused and not intended as political propaganda.

% The judgment allows the Tamil Nadu government to continue to using the name
‘Ungaludan Stalin' for its welfare programme.

Social Divide in Madras Pyall Schools

+ The 1871 Educational Census of Madras Presidency highlighted sharp caste and
class divisions in pyall schools.

+ Upper-caste children had elaborate admission rituals with religious ceremonies
and gifts to Brahmin teachers.

+ Teachers in wealthy areas earned between five and twenty-five rupees monthly
based on student numbers and gifts.

% Poor children had no entry rituals and paid one to two annas only after learning
the alphabet.

+ Teachers in poor schools earned between five to ten rupees per month from
minimal fees and gifts.

+ Muslim schools charged no monthly fee, with teachers relying solely on voluntary
gifts during chapters and festivals.
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+ The term "pyall" can refer to different things depending on the context.

« It most commonly refers to a raised platform or veranda commonly found in
Indian homes.

‘Maaperum Tamil Kanavu’

+ Tamil Nadu Chief Minister launched the third phase of the initiative on August
6.

s The phase was aimed to benefit over two lakh students and 200 colleges across
the state.

+ The programme aimed to educate youth on ancient Tamil culture, literature and
history.

+ It also focused on the importance of an egalitarian society and job opportunities.

Sarasvati Mahal Library

+ The Tamil Nadu government has declared the Thanjavur Maharaja Serfoji’s
Sarasvati Mahal Library and Research Centre as a library of the historical and
cultural importance.

% The library is now classified as an aided library under the Tamil Nadu Public
Libraries Rules 1950.

+ The collections of the palace library are believed to have begun in the sixteenth
century under the Nayak rulers of Thanjavur from 1535 to 1675 Common Era
(CE).

+ The Maratha rulers later expanded the collection with significant contributions
from Raja Serfoji the Second, who ruled from 1798 to 1832 CE.

+ Raja Serfoji the Second was a known bibliophile who acquired several books and
manuscripts for the library.

+ The library is housed within the historic Thanjavur Palace.

+ It holds over eighty-one thousand four hundred books and forty-seven thousand
five hundred palm leaf and paper manuscripts.

% The personal collection of the Raja includes the four thousand five hundred and
thirty books.

+ The manuscripts are in Tamil, Sanskrit, Marathi, Telugu, Hindi, English, French,
German, and Italian languages.

s The scripts used in the palm leaves include Grantha, Devanagari, Nandi Nagari,
Telugu, Malayalam, Kannada, and Odiya.
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The Tamil collection also covers Saiva Vaishnavaite and Jain religious works,
along with rare medicinal texts.

The Sarasvati Mahal Library is regarded as one of the greatest Oriental
manuscript libraries in the world.

It is also considered among the oldest libraries in Asia.

New School Education Policy 2025

Y/
°

Y/
0.0

Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu released the TN State School Education Policy on
August 8, 2025.

The policy reinforces the two-language formula, allowing only Tamil and English
in all schools across the state.

It promotes a creative learning over memorisation, links academics with physical
training, and highlights the importance of the Tamil language.

The policy was framed based on recommendations from the Justice D Murugesan
Committee, which was formed in April 2022.

The Formal schooling will start from Class 1 only if the child completes five years
by July 31 of the academic year.

Board exam for Class 11 has been removed for this year and the goal is for one
hundred percent of students to pursue higher education.

Agal Vilakku scheme

Tamil Nadu Government launched the ‘Agal Vilakku’ scheme at Keeramangalam
Government Girls Higher Secondary School, Pudukkottai.

The scheme aims at safeguarding girl students (Classes 9-12) from mental,
physical, and social challenges, with a strong focus on cyber safety.

The state will implement the scheme in all higher secondary schools.

Under the initiative, committees of teachers and students will identify problems
faced by girl students and suggest solutions.

Psychological counselling will also be provided as part of the programme.

Delisted Political Parties

The Election Commission of India (ECI) has delisted 23 registered unrecognised
political parties in Tamil Nadu and Puducherry.

Among them, 22 parties are based in Tamil Nadu and one party is based in
Puducherry.

Totally 334 unrecognised political parties were delisted across the country.
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+ The delisting was based on the failure of these parties to contest any election.

s In June, the ECI had issued notices to 24 such parties in Tamil Nadu seeking an
explanation for non-participation in elections.

% After no satisfactory response, 23 of these were removed from the register.

s Delisted parties lose entitlement to benefits under Section 29B and Section 29C
of the Representation of the People Act 1951.

+ These parties also lost tax-related benefits under the Income Tax Act 1961.

+ They are not eligible for benefits under the Election Symbols Reservation and
Allotment Order 1968.

Thayumanavar Scheme

% Tamil Nadu Chief Minister launched the Thayumanavar Scheme on August 12,
2025.

+ The scheme delivers the ration products to the senior citizens above 70 years and
disabled persons at their homes.

% It will cover over 21.7 lakh beneficiaries across the state.

% Delivery will be through vehicles from 34,809 fair price shops under the Public
Distribution System (PDS).

+ Ration will be delivered on the second Saturday and Sunday of every month.

% Tamil Nadu currently has 37,328 ration shops and opened 2,394 shops in the
last four years.

New Rules for Birth and Death Registration

+ The Tamil Nadu government has notified the Registration of Births and Deaths
Rules, 2025.

% The new rules replace the earlier set issued in the year 2000.

+ Birth and death details must be submitted in the specified format without any
abbreviations.

+ Tahsildars can now approve registrations in village panchayats if reported after
30 days but within one year.

s Earlier, such permissions were granted by the Village Panchayat President.

% Registration certificates can now be issued in electronic format.

Removal of Illegal Hoardings

v The Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court directed the Tamil Nadu
government to remove illegal hoardings, arches, banners and flex-boards from
roads and pedestrian platforms.
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< The court stated that failure to remove such structures would amount to
dereliction of duty and negligence by officials.

+ The order applies to police officials, the Revenue Department and local bodies
responsible for public safety.

Al Warning System

+ The artificial intelligence (Al)-based warning system to prevent elephant deaths
was launched in February 2024 on railway tracks in the Madukkarai forest range
of Coimbatore Division.

+ It has helped around 2,800 safe crossings of wild elephants to date.

« This project uses artificial intelligence, radio collars and satellites to reduce
human and wildlife conflict.

+ A similar early warning system will be implemented on all railway lines passing
through forest areas.

+ The system aims to prevent deaths of elephants, tigers and other wild animals
due to train collisions.

Y/

+ The initiative is implemented by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change (MoEF&CC).

Capital Expenditure in Q1 FY 2026

« Tamil Nadu’s capital expenditure fell by about 18 per cent to ¥4155.74 crore in
April to June 2025.

+ It was ¥5041.90 crore in the same period last year.

+ Capital expenditure includes creation of assets like roads, bridges, irrigation
structures, schools, hospitals and investments in public sector undertakings.

« Overall, state capital expenditure across India rose by 28 per cent in the first
quarter of the financial year 2026.

+ Andhra Pradesh saw the highest growth at 267 per cent, followed by Haryana at
103 per cent and Gujarat at 65 per cent.

+ Tamil Nadu, along with Maharashtra and West Bengal, recorded a 28 per cent
decline, while Telangana saw a 22 per cent decline.

« Tamil Nadu’s tax revenue rose by 14.5 per cent to ¥43070.45 crore from
¥37605.43 crore in the same quarter last year.

+ The state’s revenue expenditure dropped to ¥79054.68 crore from ¥83636.73
crore during the same period.
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Toda Language conservation

% Kurtaz Vasamalli (66) is leading efforts to preserve Toda through oral tradition
documentation and literacy promotion.

+ The Toda language is a proto—South Dravidian language with no native script and
is spoken by a few thousand people in the Nilgiri hills.

% A Toda primer using Tamil script was developed in collaboration with the Scheme
for Protection and Preservation of Endangered Languages (SPPEL).

+ The SPPEL is run by the Central Institute of Indian Languages (CIIL) under the
Ministry of Education to document endangered Indian languages.

Y/

+ CIIL uses audio-video tools and linguistic software to create digital archives and
dictionaries for languages like Toda.

+ The Sanchika website hosts Toda language samples and audio files for public
access.

Kuruvai Crop Coverage 2025

+ The Cauvery delta has achieved its highest-ever Kuruvai paddy crop coverage this
year.

+ The coverage as of August 10 is 6.09 lakh acres.

+ The normal Kuruvai coverage in the delta is 4.4 lakh acres.

+ This year’s coverage is about 40 percent higher than the normal extent.

% Last year, the delta had only around 3.88 lakh acres under Kuruvai cultivation.

+ This year’s coverage is approximately 57 percent higher than last year's.

+ The previous record was 5.6 lakh acres during the 2023 to 2024 season.

% Thanjavur and Tiruvarur districts have contributed nearly two lakh acres each.

Welfare Schemes for Conservancy Workers

+ The Tamil Nadu Cabinet approved 6 welfare schemes for conservancy workers on
August 14.

+ The Free breakfast will be provided by the urban local bodies starting with the
Greater Chennai Corporation (GCC).

s %10 lakh insurance cover will be given for accidental death during the work,
increased from X5 lakh.

% 35% subsidy up to %3.50 lakh and 6% interest subsidy will be offered for the
entrepreneurship.
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%10 crore will be allocated annually for entrepreneurship scheme.
30,000 houses will be built in 3 years in urban areas for workers without homes.

Children of workers will receive support for hostel and book fees, along with the
higher education aid.

New Schemes announcements on August 15

R/
0’0

B3

*

R/
0.0

Tamil Nadu CM respondent the Union government of encroaching on State rights.

CM called for a Constitutional remedy to restore true federalism and protect State
autonomy.

Welfare Announcements (9 Key Initiatives):
o Free bus travel for persons with disabilities has been extended to hilly areas.

o Free bus travel expanded to ex-servicemen and children of construction
workers.

o A %22 crore hostel for Tamil Nadu’s ex-servicemen is to be built in
Madhavaram, Chennai.

o R15 crore skill training program for college-going children of registered
construction workers.

o Monthly aid for World War II ex-servicemen has been raised to 315,000.
o Monthly pension for freedom fighters increased to 322,000.

o Pension for families of freedom fighters increased to 312,000.

o A driving school will be established in each district.

o Two regional driving academies and one State-level driving academy to be
launched.

Independence Day Awards 2025

R/
0.0

IUML leader K.M. Kadhar Mohideen received the Thagaisal Thamizhar Award.
ISRO Chairman V. Narayanan received the Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Award.

Thulasimathi Murugesan, Arjuna Awardee, received the Kalpana Chawla Award
for Courage and Daring Enterprise.

In recognition of outstanding investigative work and dedicated service, the Tamil
Nadu government has announced special medals for 15 police officers.

Awardees include officers like Inspector Purani (Cyber Crime, Chennai), Inspector
Latha (Anti-Human Trafficking Unit, Chennai), and DSP Kalpana dath
(Thanjavur Crime Division).
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JE Vaccination Expansion

+ Tamil Nadu Health Department has expanded the Japanese Encephalitis (JE)
vaccination programme to 7 more districts.

s A total of 27,63,152 children aged 1 to 15 years will be covered with a single dose
of JE vaccine.

+ The campaign will be conducted in government and government-aided schools
anganwadi centres orphanages and juvenile homes.

% JE is a mosquito borne zoonotic viral disease that affects the central nervous
system and can lead to severe complications or death.

s JE vaccination has been implemented since 2007 in 15 endemic revenue
districts.

% The programme is now being expanded to cover seven additional districts:
Chennai (excluding the two already covered zones), Chengalpattu, Tirunelveli,
Tenkasi, Kancheepuram, Nagapattinam, and Vellore.

HAWK system

@,

« Tamil Nadu Forest Department has launched HAWK (Hostile Activity Watch
Kernel), a digital wildlife crime tracking system.

+ It is the 3rd state after Kerala and Karnataka to adopt HAWK, developed by WTI
(Wildlife Trust of India) and NTT DATA.

% Modules include Peregrine (crime management), Shikra (mortality reporting),
Harrier (offender tracking), and Kestrel (legacy data).

 HAWK features NER (Named Entity Recognition), network analysis, and
predictive modelling for hotspot detection.

+ It supports the API (Application Programming Interface) integration with CCTNS
(Crime and Criminal Tracking Network and Systems).

e-Shram registrations

+ Tamil Nadu achieves only 43% of e-Shram target with 93.13 lakh registrations
against 2.17 crore’s goal.

% The e-Shram portal was launched by the Union government in August 2021.

% It brings the platform workers, gig workers, and temporary labourers into a
centralised welfare framework.

+ Enrolled individuals become eligible for government-backed benefits including 35
lakh medical cover under the Pradhan Mantri Ayushman Bharat Health Scheme.

% Female registrations (59.4 lakh) outnumber males (33.7 lakh) in Tamil Nadu.

+ Tamil Nadu ranks below top 10 states in total e-Shram registrations.
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+ Uttar Pradesh is the top state in e-Shram registrations, surpassing its target with
8.39 crore workers registered against a target of 6.66 crore.

VETRI Palligal

« Tamil Nadu govt. Sanctioned 354.73 crore for VETRI (Vibrant Education
Targeting Reputed Institution) Palligal in 236 govt. Higher secondary schools for
2025-26.

+ One school per block will be chosen as VETRI Palligal to guide Class 11 and 12
students towards top institutions.

+ Weekend coaching for JEE, NEET, CLAT, and CUET will be held for volunteer
students.

% Each block will have 2 govt. Teachers and 4 temp teachers handling sessions on
alternate weekends.

Y/

+ District model schools will support with study materials, online classes, and
career guidance.

Microfinance GLP in Q1 FY26

+ Tamil Nadu’s microfinance gross loan portfolio (GLP) fell 23.5% to 343,700 crore
at the end of June 2025.

+ It had stood at ¥57,100 crore in the same period last year.

¢ Quarter-on-quarter (QoQ), the GLP declined 6.7% from 346,800 crore as of March
30, 2025.

% The TN Money Lending Entities (Prevention of Coercive Actions) Act, 2025, was
notified in June.

+ The provisions of the Act relating to coercive action against borrowers also apply
to non-banking financial companies registered with the Reserve Bank of India
and co-operative banks and societies.

% Muthoot Microfin holds a 33,200 crore microloan portfolio in Tamil Nadu.
s All states except West Bengal saw double-digit GLP drops in June 2025.

% Odisha saw the steepest fall at 24.7%, followed by Tamil Nadu and Karnataka at
22.9%.

Chola-era Inscriptions - Karur

+ Three Chola-period inscriptions were discovered on Sankaranmalai hillock in
Karur district.
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+ The inscriptions date back to the 12th century during the reign of Kulothunga
Chola IIT (1178-1218).

+ The Tamil inscriptions contain 38 lines.

+ Details of land donations for temple maintenance, including boundaries, well,
and trees, were mentioned.

+ Names of sculptors like Kalingarayan, Kachirayan, and Vizhupathrayan were
inscribed.

+ The site had carvings of a bull and humans, possibly older, with signs hinting at
human sacrifice.

« The hill is located in Sithalavai panchayat, Krishnarayapuram taluk, Karur
district.

Mudhalvarin Kaakkum Karangal Scheme

% Tamil Nadu’s CM launched this scheme on August 19, 2025.

+ The scheme supports ex-servicemen and their wards to start businesses.
+ Loan assistance up to X1 crore is provided for capital needs.

s A 30% capital subsidy and 3% interest subsidy are offered.

+ Skill training in entrepreneurship is also included in the scheme.

« Around 400 retired personnel are expected to benefit in two years.

Coral blooms in the Gulf of Mannar

+ Coral reefs in the Gulf of Mannar have been severely damaged by climate change
and human activities like coral mining since the 1960s.

+ The Scientists from Suganthi Devadason Marine Research Institute (SDMRI) and
Tamil Nadu Forest Department have conducted annual underwater coral
restoration surveys for over 20 years.

s A total of 51,183 coral fragments from 20 species were transplanted onto 5,550
artificial substrates.

s It restored about 40,000 sq. m. of degraded reef area.
% Survival rates of transplanted corals ranged from 55.6% to 79.5%.

% Acropora intermedia showing the highest survival (89.1%) and growth rate (16.7
cm/year) after five years.

s Between 2015 and 2019, 10,600 artificial reef modules (triangular artificial reef
- TAR and perforated trapezoidal artificial reef - PTAR) were deployed.

% Itisincreasing coral recruit density from 1.23 in 2004 to 76.01 in 2020 on PTARSs.
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% Live coral cover at restored sites increased from 2.7% in 2006 to 18.8% in 2020,
compared to only 1.8% at unrestored sites.

+ Fish density rose dramatically from 14.5 in 2006 to 310.0 in 2020 at restored
sites.

+ They support 63 fish species in Vaan Island and 51 species in Koswari Island.

+ The Tamil Nadu government launched the Tamil Nadu Sustainably Harnessing
Ocean Resources (TNSHORE) project to deploy 8,500 artificial reef modules and
restore degraded coral reefs and seagrass beds.

Chief Minister’s State Youth Award 2025

@,

% Reigning Carrom World Champion M. Khazima won the Chief Minister’s State
Youth Award 2025.

s The Chief Minister’s State Youth Award 2025 Tamil Nadu recognizes a young
individuals aged 15 to 35 for their voluntary contributions to community
development.

+ The award includes a cash prize of ¥1,00,000, a certificate of appreciation, and a
medal.

% Government employees and educational institution staff are not eligible for the
award.

CM’s Breakfast Scheme expansion

+ Tamil Nadu Chief Minister will launch the expansion of the Chief Minister’s
Breakfast Scheme to State-aided urban primary schools on August 26, 2025.

% Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann will attend the launch as the chief guest.

+ The expansion will benefit approximately 3.05 lakh additional students across
the State.

s As of February 2025, about 17.53 lakh students in 34,987 schools have benefited
from the programme.

% The scheme began in 2022, initially for government-run primary schools and
expanded progressively to include urban government and aided schools.

+ Hitherto, the programme was implemented in government-run primary schools
across the State and State-aided primary schools located only in rural areas.

% The Tamil Nadu government allocated 3600.25 crore for the programme in 2025-
26.

+ Evaluations show the scheme increased attendance, improved children’s health,
reduced hospital admissions by 63.2%, and lowered serious illnesses by 70.6%
in government primary schools.
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Marine Elite Force unit

R/

+ Tamil Nadu will set up its second Marine Elite Force unit under the Chennai
Wildlife Division.

s The first unit was established in May 2024 in Ramanathapuram to protect the
Gulf of Mannar and Palk Bay marine ecosystems.

+ The new unit will focus on safeguarding endangered Olive Ridley turtles along
the Chennai coast, especially between Neelankarai and Marina nesting sites.

+ The Marine Elite Force will patrol, enforce laws, and coordinate with agencies to
reduce threats within five nautical miles of the coast.

+ The force will support enforcement of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.

« It will collaborate with Tamil Nadu Coastal Security Group, Indian Coast Guard,
fisheries department, NGOs, and fishermen’s associations.

387th Madras Day 2025

+ Madras Day is observed every year on August 22 to mark the founding of Madras
(now Chennai) on this day in 1639.

% In 1639, the East India Company (EIC) had acquired the fishing village of
Madrasapatnam, beginning the city’s colonial-era transformation.

+ Post-Independence, the region was called Madras State until it was renamed
Tamil Nadu in 1969.

% The city of Madras was renamed as Chennai in 1996.

+ The idea for Madras Day was proposed in 2004 by journalists Vincent D’Souza
and Sashi Nair, along with historian S. Muthiah.

Senior citizens help center

+ Chennai Police has set up a senior citizens help centre with the helpline number
1252 for people aged 60 and above.

% A special support scheme called "Bandham", launched in 2024, provides direct
assistance to citizens aged 75 and above.

% Assistance includes medical support, legal aid, counselling, security
arrangements, and guidance by the police department.

+ As of 2025, the "Bandham" centre has resolved 1,191 cases, including 185 legal,
6 medical, 5 security, and 41 essential services within 72 hours.

% Another initiative, Kaval Karangal, rescued 646 abandoned seniors this year, of
which 117 were reunited with their families after tracing their addresses.
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Accidents caused by minors

+ State-wise data showed Tamil Nadu with the highest number of accidents caused
by minors.

% TN is reporting 2,063 cases out of a total of 11,890 nationwide for 2023 and 2024.

+ The data was based on the Integrated Road Accident Database (iRAD) system
covering 36 States and Union Territories.

+ Madhya Pradesh reported 1,138 cases, and Maharashtra reported 1,067 cases
according to the same data.

+ Tamil Nadu police, while verifying these claims using the iRAD system, found
only 473 accidents caused by minors in the state for 2023 and 2024 combined,
with 204 cases in 2023 and 269 cases in 2024.

+ The number of challans issued to guardians and parents of juvenile offenders in
Tamil Nadu was 41 in 2023 and 80 in 2024.

+ Bihar recorded the highest number of challans issued to minors at 1,316,
collecting ¥44.27 lakh in revenue.

% Accident and crime data in Tamil Nadu are uploaded to iRAD through the State
Crime Record Bureau (SCRB), which is part of the Crime and Criminal Tracking
Network and Systems (CCTNS).

+ Tamil Nadu has maintained over 90 per cent efficiency in uploading accident data
to iRAD, but cannot verify the data quality from other states.

+ The state recorded a 17 per cent decrease in fatal road accidents during January
and February 2025.

+ There were 2,576 fatal accidents and 2,678 deaths in this period.

+ This compares to 3,110 fatal accidents and 3,253 deaths in the same months of
2024.

Chennai Institute of Journalism

% Tamil Nadu chief minister inaugurated the Chennai Institute of Journalism at
Kotturpuram on August 25, 2025.

+ The institute is located adjacent to the Anna Centenary Library in Chennai.

v The government sanctioned X7.75 crore for setting up the institute under the
Companies Act, 2013.

+ The institute offers a postgraduate diploma programme in journalism from the
academic year 2025-26.

% Former editor-in-chief of The Hindu and director of Kasturi and Sons Limited N.
Ravi was appointed chairperson of the board.
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+ Former readers’ editor of The Hindu A. S. Panneerselvan was appointed director-
general of the institute.

TN Police Reform Projects

+ The Indian Police Foundation signed a MoU with the Tamil Nadu Police for
internal reforms and capacity building.

+ The project aims to improve the police-public interface, grievance redressal
systems, and citizen-friendly policing practices.

+ Special focus will be given to women’s safety, victim assistance, and better
working conditions for police personnel.

+ The reforms project will be implemented in fifteen police stations in the Avadi
Commissionerate and fifteen in the Chengalpattu district.

+ The project duration is one year, and recommendations will be scaled up across
Tamil Nadu based on third-party evaluation.

+ Similar internal reform projects are also being implemented in Punjab,
Chhattisgarh, and Telangana.

Women’s reservation in the Special Police

+ The Tamil Nadu government has restored entry and reservation for women in the
Tamil Nadu Special Police after nearly 14 years.

% A government order issued by the Home Department in August confirmed that
women would again be eligible for recruitment in Armed Police battalions.

+ The government has also revived the single-entry system for the recruitment of
police constables after 17 years.

% This system ensures uniformity among recruits and helps prevent issues related
to seniority in postings and promotions.

< Women constables will be trained in Armed Police battalions, then transferred to
district armed reserve, and later to taluk police stations.

« Earlier, only one of the fifteen battalions, the fifth battalion at Vaishnavi Nagar,
was exclusively for women personnel.

« In 2011, the recruitment of women into the Tamil Nadu Special Police was
stopped and restricted to taluk and armed reserve roles.

s In 2008, the government ended the single-entry system, leading to disparities in
promotions and postings.

% Officers and personnel of Tamil Nadu Special Police are deployed within and
outside the state for major law and order duties.
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+ The eighth battalion is stationed in Delhi for duties at Tihar jail, and the
thirteenth battalion serves as the Tamil Nadu Disaster Response Force.

% As of January 1, 2025, Tamil Nadu Police had a sanctioned strength of 1,33,961,
including 26,589 women personnel.

City Biodiversity Index
+ Chennai sets a new standard with its first city-level biodiversity index.

+ Tamil Nadu chief minister launched the Chennai City Biodiversity Index on
August 25, 2025.

Y/

% The index is based on 23 indicators and shows how the city is managing its
natural ecosystems and biodiversity.

Y/

< Chennai scored 38 out of 72 in the baseline assessment across 18 indicators.

Y/

% The city scored 12 out of 20 in native biodiversity but only 6 out of 16 in
ecosystem services.

% Governance and management received 17 out of 36, showing moderate
integration of biodiversity in planning.

Y/

+ The index was prepared by ICLEI (International Council for Local Environmental
Initiatives) — Local Governments for Sustainability, South Asia.

Cruise Tourism Expansion

+ Cruise tourism in Tamil Nadu is being developed with feasibility studies planned
for new destinations.

% Rameswaram and Kanniyakumari have been identified as the potential cruise
tourism locations.

+ A proposed cruise circuit includes Devipattinam, Kurusadai Island, Kunthukal,
Villoondi Theertham, Agni Theertham, Kothandaramar Temple, and Arichal
Munai.

% Floating jetties are under construction at Agni Theertham and Villoondi
Theertham for tourist embarkation and disembarkation.

s Plans are underway to explore cruise connectivity between the mainland and
various islands of the Andaman and Nicobar.

+ International cruise link discussions have been initiated with Malaysia,
Indonesia, and Thailand.

% A MoU has been signed between India and Malaysia to explore opportunities in
the cruise tourism sector.
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% Others are being planned with Indonesia and Thailand for regional cruise
connectivity.

+ Cordelia Cruise currently operates between India’s west and east coasts and is
expanding its presence on the east coast.

+ A new Cordelia Cruise vessel is expected to be permanently stationed on the East
Coast, with Chennai as the likely home port.

Expansion of CM Breakfast Scheme - August 2025

+» Chief Minister MK Stalin launched the extension of the breakfast scheme in
government-aided schools in urban areas at Chennai

« It will benefit students from Classes 1 to 5 studying in government-aided schools
in urban areas.

Y/

% According to a government release, the expansion of the scheme covers 2,430
government-aided primary schools in towns and cities, benefiting 3.06 lakh
students in classes 1 to 5.

Y/

< In total, the scheme now reaches 17.53 lakh children across 34,987 schools.

% CM Stalin said 20 lakh students will receive nutritious meals through this
scheme and Rs 600 crore will be allocated every year for this initiative

+ Speaking on the occasion, Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann heaped praise on his
Tamil Nadu counterpart for the expansion of the scheme.

% Mann said he will discuss the scheme with his Cabinet colleagues for its
implantation in Punjab, as the state was food surplus.

s CM Stalin, on May 6, 2022 announced in the Assembly that a free breakfast
program would be introduced for students from Class I to V.

+ The first phase of this initiative was launched on September 15, 2022 in Madurai.

% So far, the programme was implemented in government-run primary schools
across the State and State-aided primary schools located only in rural areas.

s In March 2023, the programme was expanded to government primary schools in
corporation and municipality areas.

+ In August that year (2023), it was expanded to all government primary schools in
the State.

s In July 2024, the programme was further expanded to all government-aided
primary schools in rural areas.

« With the latest expansion to urban areas, students in government-aided schools
will be covered.

+ This expansion marks the 5th phase of the scheme's implementation.
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+ It has yielded positive outcomes: increase in attendance, enhanced attention
span, and reduction in morbidity rates in primary school-going children.

+ It also led to a 63.2% decline in hospital admissions among children in primary
classes in government schools and a 70.6% reduction in serious illnesses,
between December 2023 and December 2024.

+ The State Planning Commission, during an evaluation of the programme, found
that it improved eating behaviour in children, fostered positive habits, increased
socialisation with other children, showed perceived improvement in the child’s
health, increased willingness to go to school.

+» It also showed improvement in studies and engagement in class.

v To address quality concerns, the breakfast, noon meal schemes have now
adopted two models.

+ One is common “cloud kitchens” in cities, where automated cooking ensures
uniformity.

% Another one is self-help groups in villages, where parents themselves cook for the

children.

Y/

+ Tamil Nadu government was the first large State in the country that announced
to provide HPV vaccination to all girls aged 14 years to prevent cervical cancer.

Political tradition

+ The practice of promising food or goods dates back to the 1967 Assembly
elections.

+ Then Annadurai pledged three seers (3.7 kg) of rice for Rs 1 to fight poverty and
hunger.

+ In the 1989 state polls, the DMK promised 5 kg of rice to all ration cardholders.

< In 2006, AIADMK offered Rs 2,000 cash assistance for families, while the DMK
pledged colour televisions and two acres of farmland to farm labourers.

s The 2011 polls saw the DMK promise free laptops for students, along with a
grinder or mixie and 35 kg of rice for every household, while the AIADMK
promised free laptops for Class 11 and 12 students, a fan, a mixie, and 20 kg of
rice.

« After winning, late AIADMK leader J Jayalalithaa delivered the laptops and other
items, but branded them “Amma” products.

< In 2016, the AIADMK went further, promising free mobile phones to all ration
cardholders, 100 units of free power to households, and a cow and goat scheme
for the poor.

% The DMK, notably, stayed away from such promises that year.

In the noon meal scheme, too, over time, both the DMK and AIADMK expanded
on these commitments.

X3

¢
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+ Late DMK chief Karunanidhi added eggs to the noon meal in 1989, three eggs a
week in 2007, and five by 2010, with bananas for vegetarians.

« Jayalalithaa later introduced “variety rice”.

India’s Factory Hub - Tamil Nadu

+ Tamil Nadu topped the country in the number of factories as per the Annual
Survey of Industries 2023-2024.

+ The survey was released by the Union Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation on August 27, 2025.

% A total of 1,95,89,131 persons were employed in factories across India.
s Tamil Nadu accounted for 15.24% of the total factory employment in India.
% Gujarat followed with 13.07%, and Maharashtra came next with 12.95%.

% Uttar Pradesh had 8.30% and Karnataka had 6.29% of the total industrial
workforce.

s Out of 2,60,061 factories in India, Tamil Nadu had the highest share with
15.43%.

% Gujarat stood second with 12.81% of the total factories.

+ Maharashtra had 10.20%, followed by Uttar Pradesh with 8.51% and Andhra
Pradesh with 6.16%.

+ Tamil Nadu ranked third in Fixed Capital with a share of 8.09%.
+ The state also stood third in Output with 10.11% of the national share.

& Tamil Nadu was ranked third in Gross Value Added with a contribution of
10.26%.

NATIONAL

Maritime Financing summit 2025

+ The Ministry of Ports, Shipping & Waterways (MoPSW) hosted the Maritime
Financing Summit 2025 in New Delhi.

% The summit introduced the Financial Digital Maturity Matrix (FDMM)—a tool to
assess and enhance digital financial infrastructure at ports, making them
investor-ready.

+ The Ministry proposed Maritime Development Fund (MDF) to lower capital costs
and attract long-term investment into shipyards, coastal facilities and inland
waterways.
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Mutual Legal Assistance - India and Nepal

+ India and Nepal are working on a revised extradition treaty and have finalised the
Agreement on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters.

+ The validity of the old extradition treaty expired long ago.

« With China, Nepal has signed the Mutual Legal Assistance deal during Chinese
President Xi Jinping’s Nepal visit in October, 2019.

Appointment of State DGPs

+ The Union Government has notified a Single Window System for appointing State
Director-General of Police/Head of Police Force.

Y/

+ The Single Window System comprises a detailed check-list and standard easy-to-
use formats for the States to send proposals enabling a smooth and expeditious
process of empanelment by UPSC.

« The Supreme Court issued orders in the Prakash Singh case 2006 and the
Ministry of Home Affairs guidelines as regards appointment of DGP/HoPF.

Y/

+ Officers were not eligible for the top post as per the Supreme Court and MHA
guidelines if they would not have a minimum of six months service.

Veer Parivar Sahayata Yojana 2025

+ The National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) launched this scheme to support
soldiers, veterans, and their dependents.

+ The scheme offers free legal aid, advice, and support tailored to the needs of army
and paramilitary personnel.

% Services include online application filing, video consultations, e-Lok Adalats, and
online mediation.

« It is based on Article 39A of the Constitution, which ensures equal justice and
legal aid.

« NALSA is a statutory body established in 1995 under the Legal Services
Authorities Act, 1987.

Scheme for Promotion of Culture of Science (SPoCS)

+ The SPoCS is a flagship scheme by the Ministry of Culture, Government of India,
to promote scientific temper and awareness.

v The scheme was implemented through the National Council of Science Museums
(NCSM), an autonomous body under the ministry.
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s As of July 2025, 27 Science Centres have been established across India under
this scheme.

+ The Centres in Northeast states receive 90% funding from the Ministry and are
located in cities like Shillong, Dimapur, Gangtok, and Aizawl.

« Category-III centres are set up in areas with populations below 5 lakhs to promote
inclusivity.

Third Voluntary National Review

+ India presented its third Voluntary National Review (VNR) at the United Nations
High-Level Political Forum (UN HLPF) in New York.

Y/

% The review reaffirmed India’s commitment to the 2030 Agenda.

Y/

s Around 248 million people were lifted out of multidimensional poverty between
2015 and 2025.

« Over 800 million people received free food grains under PM Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana during and after the COVID-19 pandemic.

% As of 2024, the Ayushman Bharat has provided health cover to over 55 crore
beneficiaries.

% POSHAN Abhiyaan reached more than 10 crore women and children by 2024.

+ India’s clean energy capacity crossed 180 GW by 2025, supported by schemes
like PM-KUSUM and National Green Hydrogen Mission.

+ India ranks as the 3rd largest start-up ecosystem globally as of 2025.

% Over 50 crore bank accounts were opened under Jan Dhan by 2025, enabling
JAM (Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile) delivery.

New rules for contaminated site management 2025

+ The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) notified the
Environment Protection (Management of Contaminated Sites) Rules, 2025 under
the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.

% The rules cover 189 hazardous substances listed under the Hazardous and Other
Wastes Rules, 2016, excluding radioactive, mining, oil spill, and solid waste
cases.

+ The Local bodies must report suspected sites twice yearly; State Pollution Control
Boards (SPCBs) assess and inform the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB).

+ Polluters must fund clean-up using approved agencies; if untraceable, SPCBs will
execute and governments may fund initially.

+ Polluters must repay costs within 3 months; new landowners are also held liable.
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65,000 crore digital payments

R/

+ India recorded over 65,000 crore digital payment transactions totalling 312,000
trillion from fiscal years 2019 to 2025.

* Around 4.77 crore digital payment touchpoints have been deployed through the
Payments Infrastructure Development Fund (PIDF) since 2021.

+» The PIDF was established by RBI to boost digital payment infrastructure in small
towns, remote regions and north-eastern states.

Premachandran - empaneled member

+ Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla nominates Premachandran as empanelled member
to preside over House proceedings.

Y/

< He has been nominated under Section 9 in Rules of Procedure and Conduct of
Business in Lok Sabha.

% According to the rule, the Speaker shall nominate from amongst the members a
panel of not more than 10 Chairpersons.

+ Anyone of them whom may preside over the House in the absence of the Speaker
and the Deputy Speaker when so requested by the Speaker or, in the absence of
the Speaker, by the Deputy Speaker.

% Anyone of them may preside over the House in the absence of the Speaker and
the Deputy Speaker.

Compensatory afforestation target

+ The Central Empowered Committee (CEC), appointed by the Supreme Court, filed
a report on the management of Compensatory Afforestation Funds.

+ India achieved 85 per cent of its compensatory afforestation target between 2019
and 2024 by planting 1,78,261 hectares against a target of 2,09,297 hectares.

+ There are misuse and governance lapses in the handling of funds under the
Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management and Planning Authority (CAMPA).

« The States like Gujarat, Chandigarh, Mizoram and Madhya Pradesh fully
achieved their targets.

+ Madhya Pradesh has planted 21,746.82 hectares against its target of 21,107.68
hectares.

+ Karnataka covered 2,761.26 hectares against its target of 2,775.12 hectares.

% Arunachal Pradesh has achieved 96.6 per cent by planting 20,719.46 hectares
against a target of 21,478.03 hectares.
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+ Uttar Pradesh has reached 96.4 per cent by planting 5,877.16 hectares against
6,096.7 hectares.

s Meghalaya has achieved only 22.3 per cent with 114.56 hectares out of 514.76
hectares.

+ Manipur planted 666.94 hectares against a target of 1,759.84 hectares, achieving
37.9 per cent.

+ Kerala achieved 39.7 per cent by planting 171.80 hectares out of 433.06 hectares.

+ West Bengal has planted 748.25 hectares against 1,911.74 hectares, reaching
39.2 per cent.

+ Tamil Nadu achieved 32.3 per cent by planting 84.76 hectares against a target of
262.39 hectares.

s National CAMPA approved 338,516 crore for state annual plans during 2019 to
2024.

« Of the total approved funds, states released 329,311 crore to forest departments
and 326,001 crore was utilised.

% Only 67.5 per cent of the approved funds were spent across India.

« Fund utilisation varied in Manipur, Andhra Pradesh, and Arunachal Pradesh
used 100 per cent, 100 per cent and 97.8 per cent of the released funds,
respectively.

% In contrast, Delhi used only 23 per cent of its CAMPA funds.

Relaunch of Sanchar Saathi App

+ Centre has launched the Sanchar Saathi app in Hindi plus 21 regional languages.

« The app enables users to report suspicious communications, block or track
lost/stolen phones, and verify unauthorised connections.

+ Since its January launch, the app has been downloaded over 46 lakh times.

+ The relaunch happened during a New Delhi meeting with key stakeholders to
fight telecom cyber frauds.

Power Corridors in Rajasthan

s A Supreme Court panel recommended special power corridors in Rajasthan and
Gujarat to protect the critically endangered Great Indian Bustard (GIB).

+ The proposal balances renewable energy growth with bird conservation, as GIBs
often die by crashing into overhead lines.

+ Only about 150 GIBs remain in the wild due to hunting, habitat loss, poaching
and low reproduction.
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+ The Wildlife Institute of India warned that even 4 to 5 bird deaths yearly could
cause extinction in 20 years.

+ The committee has suggested undergrounding 80 km of lines in Rajasthan and
rerouting risky stretches near bustard zones.

+ Revised priority areas were marked as 14,013 sq km in Rajasthan and 740 sq km
in Gujarat.

+ A joint team will identify sensitive areas for undergrounding or insulating power
lines to reduce bird deaths.

UPP Tollways v. Madhya Pradesh Road Development Corporation case

@,

+ The dispute arose from a concession agreement dated January 5, 2012, between
UPP Tollways Private Limited (Pvt Ltd) and Madhya Pradesh Road Development
Corporation (MPRDC).

« It is planned to develop the Umri-Pooph-Pratappur (UPP) Road on a Build-
Operate-Transfer (BOT) basis.

« The Supreme Court ruled that safe, well-maintained motorable roads are an
essential part of the right to life under Article 21 of the Constitution.

+ The Court emphasised the State’s responsibility to develop and maintain roads
under its control.

s UPP Tollways challenged the Madhya Pradesh High Court’s quashing of
arbitration proceedings initiated under the Arbitration and Conciliation Act 1996.

+ The Court has upheld the High Court’s view that disputes under the agreement
fall exclusively within the Madhya Pradesh Arbitration Tribunal constituted
under the Madhya Pradesh Madhyastham Adhikaran Adhiniyam 1983 (1983
Act).

% The project cost was Rs 73.68 crore, but claims of over Rs 280 crore arose due to
delays, redesigns and cost escalations.

« UPP Tollways initially invoked an arbitration through the International Centre for
Alternative Dispute Resolution (ICADR) under Clause 44.3.1 of the agreement.

« MPRDC challenged this, saying the dispute must be resolved only by the State’s
statutory Arbitration Tribunal.

s The Supreme Court rejected UPP Tollways’ argument that, being a private party,
it was not subject to writ jurisdiction when public law is involved.

+ The Court ruled that the contracts for State Highways awarded by government-
controlled entities involve public functions.

% Clause 44.3.1, providing arbitration under ICADR rules, was held inoperative due
to the overriding statutory mandate.
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+ The concession agreement qualifies as a works contract under the 1983 Act, and
monetary claims fall within the Tribunal’s jurisdiction.

+ The UPP Tollways had withdrawn a prior reference before the Madhya Pradesh
Arbitration Tribunal in 2022 without liberty to revive claims.

+ Initiating parallel arbitration under the 1996 Act was held to be impermissible
forum shopping, barred by election estoppel and constructive res judicata.

+ The Court allowed UPP Tollways to apply for revival of the withdrawn reference
within two weeks, with the Tribunal to decide within two weeks and if allowed,
the case to be decided within four months.

Vice-President Election Date 2025

+ Elections for the post of Vice President would be held on September 9.
% And the counting of votes would also take place on the same day.
% The Election Commission of India (EC) announced this.

+ The notification for the VP polls will be issued on August 7, and the last date for
filing nomination papers will be August 21.

% The date for the scrutiny of nominations would be August 22 and the last date
for withdrawal of candidatures is August 25.

Y/

+ The polling shall take place in Room No. F-101, Vasudha, First Floor, Parliament
House, New Delhi.

« The VP is elected by the members of the electoral college, consisting of the
members of both Houses of Parliament.

s The electoral college consists of 233 elected members of the Rajya Sabha
(presently five seats are vacant), 12 nominated members of the Rajya Sabha, and
543 elected members of the Lok Sabha (1 seat is vacant).

% The electoral college comprises a total of 788 members out of which 782 members
would be able to vote.

+ Since all the electors are members of both Houses of Parliament, the value of the
vote of each Member of Parliament would be the same, i.e. one.

+ The polls would be in accordance with the system of proportional representation
by means of the single transferable vote.

s In this system, the elector has to mark preferences against the names of the
candidates.

<+ Preference can be marked in the international form of Indian numerals, in Roman
form, or in the form of any recognised Indian language.

% Preference has to be marked in figures only and shall not be indicated in words.
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+ The elector can mark as many preferences as the number of candidates.
+ For marking the vote, the Commission will supply particular pens.

+ Voting by using any other pen shall lead to invalidation of the vote at the time of
counting.

* A nomination paper of a candidate has to be subscribed by at least 20 electors
as proposers and by at least another 20 electors as seconders.

+» Political parties cannot issue any whip to their MPs in the matter of voting in the
Vice-Presidential election.

India’s Wetland Resolution

@,

+ India presented a resolution on promoting sustainable lifestyles for the wise use
of wetlands at Ramsar CoP15 in Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe.

% The resolution was adopted with strong support from 172 countries and global
partners.

% The resolution highlights how daily choices by people and communities help to
protect wetlands.

+ India promotes this through Mission LiFE, introduced by the Prime Minister at
UNFCCC CoP26, Glascow of Scotland.

+ Mission LiFE inspires people to take action for the environment in their daily
lives.

s India’s wetland campaigns have involved over 2 million volunteers in the past
three years.

+ These efforts helped to map over 170000 wetlands and mark to clear borders for
120000 wetlands.

New UPI Rules 2025

+ The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has enforced new Unified
Payments Interface (UPI) rules from 1 August 2025.

+ Balance enquiry is now limited to 50 times per day to reduce the server load and
prevent misuse.

+ Linked bank account details can be viewed only 25 times daily to enhance data
safety.

% Auto-payments such as subscriptions and bills will be processed only before 10
AM, between 1 to 5 PM or after 9:30 PM.

« Users can check pending transaction status only three times with a 90-second
gap between attempts.
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+ The recipient’s name and transaction ID will be displayed before the payment
confirmation to prevent fraud and accidental transfers.

Grant in Aid to the NCDC Scheme

+ The Union Cabinet approved a 32,000 crore grant under a Central Sector Scheme
titled Grant in Aid to National Cooperative Development Corporation (NCDC).

+ The scheme will be implemented over four years from 2025 to 2029 with 500
crore allocated annually.

s The NCDC will use the grant to raise 320,000 crore from the open market to fund
loans for cooperatives.

+ The scheme will boost the rural income to generate employment and strengthen
infrastructure in the cooperative sector.

« It aims to empower marginalised communities and women by enhancing credit
access and modernising cooperative operations.

+ India has over 8.25 lakh registered cooperatives with more than 29 crore
members.

Padi Kaushik Reddy Vs State of Telangana 2025

+ The Supreme Court ruled the Speaker of the Telangana Assembly does not have
constitutional immunity under Articles 122 or 212 when deciding disqualification
petitions under the Tenth Schedule.

% Articles 122 and 212 prevent the courts from interfering in Parliament and state
legislatures, but do not shield the Speaker in disqualification cases.

+ The case concerned 10 MLAs who defected from Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
to the Congress Party after Telangana’s 2023 elections.

+ The Disqualification petitions were filed between March and April 2024 under the
Tenth Schedule for voluntarily giving up party membership.

+ The Tenth Schedule empowers the Speaker to decide disqualification petitions
following the Assembly rules.

v The Speaker delayed issuing notices and deciding the petitions for over seven
months, prompting the Supreme Court’s intervention.

+ The Court directed the Speaker to conclude proceedings within three months and
warned of adverse inferences if MLAs delay the process.

Global Fish Production - India at second rank

+ India is the second largest fish producing country after China.
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+ India has around 8% share in global fish production.
+ India’s Inland fish production constitutes about 75% of the total fish production.
+ Inland sector is by and large fully in the domain of State Governments.

+ Marine sector is a shared responsibility between the Central and Coastal State
Governments.

s Fisheries constitute about 1.12 percent of the total national Gross Value Added
(GVA)

s And it has 7.26 percent of agricultural GVA.

% India’s marine fish catch dips two per cent in 2024 to 3.47 million tonnes.

% It was given by the Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI), Kochi.
+ Gujarat landed the most fish for the year at 754,000 tonnes.

s It is followed by Tamil Nadu with 679,000 tonnes and Kerala with 610,000
tonnes.

% Indian mackerel topped the catch list at 263,000 tonnes, followed by oil sardine
at 241,000 tonnes.

% While the west coast region suffered an overall decrease in landings, the east
coast showed an increasing trend, with exceptions in Maharashtra and Andhra
Pradesh.

+ Maharashtra has registered the highest growth of 47 per cent compared to the
previous year.

% West Bengal, Tamil Nadu and Odisha also saw notable increases of 35 per cent,
20 per cent and 18 per cent respectively.

+ Cyclonic storms such as Dana, Fengal, Remal, and Asna significantly impacted
fishing activities.

+ Increased heatwave days in Andhra Pradesh and Kerala further disrupted fishing
operations.

+ Andhra Pradesh is the largest marine fish-producing state in India.
% Gujarat is the second-largest marine fish-producing state in the country.
% Andhra Pradesh is also the largest inland fish producing state in India.

s It is followed by West Bengal.

Organ Donations in India 2024
% India achieves 18,900 organ transplants in 2024.

+ It ranks third highest globally in the total organ transplantation, behind only the
United States of America and China.
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+¢ India is first in living donor organ transplantation.
+ India now leads the world in hand transplants.

+ India observes Organ Donation Month every July under the “Angdaan — Jeevan
Sanjeevani Abhiyan”.

+ India faces a low deceased organ donation rate of less than 1 per the million
population.

% Spain has 48 per million population.

+ Organ donation and transplantation is regulated by Transplantation of Human
Organs and Tissues Act 1994.

+ It was amended in 2011.
% It was introduced by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.
% Tamil Nadu tops nation in cadaveric organ donations for 2024

% The Union government has recognised Tamil Nadu with a national award for
recording 268 cadaveric organ donations in 2024.

% It was with 146 donors from government hospitals and 122 from private
hospitals.

+ It is the highest in the country.

+ The tally is the state’s highest annual total since the launch of its deceased donor
programme in 2008.

s Puducherry was the Best Union Territory in organ donation in 2024.

+ Telangana was recognized for having the highest deceased organ donation rate.

71st National Film Awards 2023

% 12th Fail won the Best Feature Film award at the 71st National Film Awards
announced in Delhi.

% Flowering Man was awarded the Best Non-Feature Film, while God Vulture and
Human received the Best Documentary award.

s Shah Rukh Khan for Jawan and Vikrant Massey for 12th Fail were jointly
awarded Best Actor in a Leading Role.

% Rani Mukerji won Best Actress in a Leading Role for her performance in Mrs
Chatterjee Versus Norway.

% Vijayaraghavan and Muthupettai Somu Bhaskar received the Best Supporting
Actor award.

+ Urvashi and Janki Bodiwala were honoured with the Best Supporting Actress
award.
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+ Hanu Man was named Best Film in the Animation, Visual Effects, Gaming and
Comic (AVGC) category.

+ Giddh The Scavenger received the award for Best Short Film.

+ Tamil Movie Parking’ has won three awards - Best Actor in Supporting Role, Best
Screenplay and Best Tamil Film category.

* G V Prakash Kumar won the Best Music Director (Songs) category.

+ He already won nation award for Soorarai Pottru movie in 2020.

INS Himgiri 2025

% The Indian Navy has received the advanced guided missile frigate INS Himgiri in
Kolkata.

+ Himgiri is the third ship of Project 17A and the first of its class built by GRSE,
designed by the Warship Design Bureau (WDB).

+ The ship is equipped with the BrahMos cruise missiles and Barak 8 air defence
missiles with capabilities for air surface and submarine warfare.

+ Himgiri revives the name of the earlier INS Himgiri, a Leander-class frigate
decommissioned in May 2025 after 30 years of service.

Kavach 4.0

+ Indian Railways has commissioned the Kavach 4.0 safety system on the Mathura
to Kota section of the Delhi to Mumbai route.

+ Kavach 4.0 is an indigenously developed Automatic Train Protection System
approved by the Research Designs and Standards Organisation (RDSO).

+ The system is designed at Safety Integrity Level 4 (SIL 4), which is the highest
global safety standard in rail operations.

+ Kavach 4.0 enables automatic braking and signal visibility inside the loco cab
even during low visibility conditions.

Institutes recognized under NCMM

% The Ministry of Mines (MoM) has recognised the seven institutes as Centres of
Excellence (CoE) under the National Critical Mineral Mission (NCMM).

s The CoEs include four Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) and three Research
and Development (R&D) laboratories.

+ The recognised institutes are IIT Bombay, IIT Hyderabad, Indian Institute of
Technology Indian School of Mines Dhanbad, IIT Roorkee, CSIR - IMMT
Bhubaneswar, CSIR NML Jamshedpur, and NFTDC Hyderabad.
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+ These CoEs will conduct the innovative and transformational research to advance
India’s capabilities in the critical minerals essential for the clean energy, mobility
transition, electronics, defence, and space sectors.

Textile parks under PM Mitra

+ Prime Minister Mega Integrated Textile Region and Apparel (PM Mitra) scheme
will establish seven textile parks across India.

+ The parks aim to create three lakh jobs each and boost exports and investments
in the textile sector.

+» Selected locations are Virudhnagar in Tamil Nadu, Navsari in Gujarat, Kalaburagi
in Karnataka, Dhar in Madhya Pradesh, Lucknow in Uttar Pradesh, Warangal in
Telangana and Amravati in Maharashtra.

+ Five parks are the Greenfield projects built on new, undeveloped land, and two
are Brownfield projects on repurposed industrial land.

« Each park will include the research centres, testing labs and training hubs to
upgrade worker skills in modern textile practices.

Y/

+ The PM MITRA (Mega Integrated Textile Region and Apparel) Parks scheme was
launched in October 2021.

Sanchar Mitra Scheme expansion

+ The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) has scaled up the Sanchar Mitra
Scheme from a pilot to a national programme.

@,

% Student volunteers called Sanchar Mitras will raise awareness on digital safety,
cyber fraud, electromagnetic radiation and responsible mobile usage.

+ The Volunteers will be trained by National Communications Academy Technology
(NCAT) and the Media Wing of DoT in the advanced telecom fields like fifth-
generation, generation artificial intelligence and cyber security.

Apna Ghar initiative

+ The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas launched the Apna Ghar initiative to
provide safe and hygienic resting spaces for truck drivers on highways.

+ Three hundred sixty-eight resting centres have been built by the government oil
companies.

+ Facilities include dormitories, clean toilets, bathing areas, restaurants, cooking
zones and purified drinking water.

+ The scheme aims to improve the driver welfare and support the better highway
infrastructure as part of national logistics efforts.
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PM National Dialysis Program expansion

+ The Government of India has expanded the Pradhan Mantri National Dialysis
Programme (PMNDP).

< Now it covers 751 districts across all 36 States and Union Territories.

 As of June 30, a total of 1,704 dialysis centres are functional under the
programme.

« PMNDP provides free dialysis services to patients with end-stage kidney failure
through haemodialysis and peritoneal dialysis.

+ The Pradhan Mantri National Dialysis Programme (PMNDP) was launched in
2016 as part of the National Health Mission (NHM).

Al-Powered Agromet Advisory

+ The International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT)
of Hyderabad launched an Al-powered climate advisory for small farmers.

+ The project is called Al-powered Context-Specific Agro-Meteorological Advisory
Services for Climate-Resilient Agriculture at Scale.

« It is supported by the Government of India’s Monsoon Mission III.

PM Ekta Malls

+ Twenty-seven States have received approval for Detailed Project Reports (DPRs)
to set up PM Ekta Malls under the 2023-24 capital investment scheme.

« PM Ekta Malls aims to promote and sell One District One Product (ODOP) items,
GI goods and traditional handicrafts from all regions.

+ The initiative was announced in the Union Budget 2023-24 to support artisans
and strengthen local economies.

+ A total of 5000 crore was allocated under Part-VI of the Special Assistance to
States for Capital Investment (SASCI) scheme by the Ministry of Finance.

+ The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) has also
recommended the projects for approval by the Department of Expenditure.

India-UN global capacity building initiative

v The first four projects under the India-UN Global Capacity Building Initiative
2025 were launched on August 1 by the Ministry of External Affairs in very
collaboration with the United Nations.

+ The initiative supports South-South cooperation and aims to help developing
countries achieve SDGs through specialised training.
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+ The projects include rice fortification and supply chain management in Nepal
with World Food Programme support.

« A digital health platform will be developed for Zambia and Lao PDR with the
United Nations Development Programme.

% Census preparedness will be supported in five Caribbean countries with the
United Nations Population Fund.

* A vocational training programme will be launched in South Sudan with support
from the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation.

Patalpani-Kalakund Line

+ Indian Railways has resumed the operation of the historic (155-year-old)
Patalpani-Kalakund heritage train in Madhya Pradesh.

s It is a 9.5-kilometre section on the Dr Ambedkar Nagar (formerly Mhow) to
Khandwa route.

Y/

+ The line was proposed by Maharaja Tukoji Rao Holkar II, who ruled from 1844 to
1886.

% In 1870, he offered a loan of Rs 1 crore for 101 years and free land to build the
railway to Indore.

% The princely state of Indore became a British protectorate under the Holkar
dynasty in 1818, which created the need for railway development.

+ The Patalpani-Kalakund line is considered one of the six heritage lines of Indian
Railways, but still awaits official certification from the Railway Board.

+ In 2008, the Union Cabinet has approved the conversion of the 472.64-kilometre
Ratlam-Mhow-Khandwa-Akola corridor to Broad Gauge (BG).

+ Broad Gauge work on the Patalpani-Kalakund section was not possible due to
geological difficulties.

+ Indian Railways later decided to restore this historic stretch for the heritage train
operations.

Airbus C295

+ India received the last of 16 Airbus C295 military transport aircraft from Seville,
Spain, on 3 August 2025.

+ Under the 2.5 billion United States dollar deal, 40 of the total 56 aircraft will be
made in India by Tata Advanced Systems.

+ The C295 is a multi-role tactical airlifter used for transport, surveillance, medical
evacuation and other missions.

+ This is the first Make in India project in the defence aircraft sector.
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Ayurveda Aahara Products

+ The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has released a very
definitive list of Ayurveda Aahara products in consultation with the Ministry of
Ayush.

+» This list is based on the Food Safety and Standards Ayurveda Aahara Regulations
2022.

+ The formulations are drawn from classical Ayurvedic texts listed in Schedule A
and issued under Note 1 of Schedule B.

+ The move aims to help the food business operators with a reliable reference for
manufacturing Ayurveda Aahara.

Amendments in Edible Oil Regulations

+ The Ministry of Consumer Affairs has notified amendments to the Vegetable Oil
Products Production and Availability (Regulation) Order 2011 under the Essential
Commodities Act 1955.

+ The amendments aim to enhance transparency, prevent supply disruptions and
ensure fair prices in India’s edible oil sector.

+ India is the world’s largest importer of vegetable oils.

+ Palm oil accounted for 59 per cent of imports, followed by soybean at 23 per cent
and sunflower at 16 per cent.

s Import dependence decreased from 63.2 per cent in 2015-16 to 54.9 per cent in
2021-22.

District Flood Severity Index

% Researchers from IIT Delhi and IIT Gandhinagar have developed a District Flood
Severity Index (DFSI).

« DFSI factors in the mean flood duration in days, percentage of district area
historically flooded, total deaths, injuries and district population.

+ The index uses data from the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) collected
annually since 1967.

¢ Unlike earlier indices focused on flood magnitude, DFSI measures the impact of
floods on people and affected areas.

% Patna ranks highest on the DFSI, while Thiruvananthapuram has the most flood
events but lower severity due to fewer impacts.

+ The index aims to improve flood management by helping identify severely affected
districts and guiding targeted interventions.
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Wind energy and birds’ death

% India added 3.5-gigawatt (GW) wind energy capacity in early 2025, marking 82
percent growth and raising total capacity to 51.3 GW.

s A Wildlife Institute of India (WII) study in Jaisalmer, Rajasthan, found 124 bird
carcasses near 90 turbines across seven surveys in a 3,000 square kilometre
area.

+ The estimated annual bird mortality was 4,464 birds per 1,000 square kilometre
after adjusting for detection errors and scavenging.

+ No carcasses were found at control sites, confirming wind turbines as the main
cause of deaths, especially affecting raptors.

Y/

+ The Experts suggested the mitigation through blade painting, seasonal turbine
shutdowns and site selection using the Avian Sensitivity Tool for Energy Planning
(AVISTEP).

« AVISTEP, developed by Birdlife International, helps identify areas of low to very
high avian sensitivity for safer project planning.

% India plans 30 GW offshore wind capacity by 2030 with 4 GW bids launched in
Gujarat and Tamil Nadu.

PM’s Pariksha Pe Charcha

+ Prime Minister’s Pariksha Pe Charcha (PPC) has set a Guinness World Record for
most people registered on a citizen engagement platform in one month.

% The eighth edition of the programme received 3.53 crore valid registrations.

« PPC involves the Prime Minister directly interacting with students, teachers and
parents to reduce exam stress and promote positive learning.

+ The initiative transforms the exam season into a festival of positivity, preparation
and purposeful learning.

% The first edition of PPC was held in 2018.

+ The eighth edition featured personalities like actor Deepika Padukone, boxer MC
Mary Kom, and spiritual leader Sadh guru.

DPCC vs Lodhi Property Co Ltd

% The Supreme Court ruled Pollution Control Boards (PCBs) can impose and collect
fixed sums as restitutionary and compensatory damages under Sections 33A
(Water Act) and 31A (Air Act).

+ PCBs may also require bank guarantees as ex-ante measures to prevent potential
environmental damage.
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+ The power to impose such damages must follow the very detailed principles and
procedures ensuring natural justice in subordinate legislation.

+ The Court has distinguished restitutionary damages from punitive fines, which
require statutory procedures under Chapters VI and VII of the Water and Air Acts.

+ The Polluter Pays principle justifies the compensation for environmental damage,
remedial action, and pollution avoidance.

+ The PCBs can act both after the actual damage or pre-emptively when potential
environmental harm is anticipated.

+ Powers under Sections 33A and 31A are similar to Section 5 of the Environment
Protection Act, enabling directions for payment and remedial use.

% The High Court’s restrictive interpretation of PCBs’ powers was overturned now.

+ Boards must decide whether to impose penalties, demand restoration, or both,
guided by non-arbitrariness and transparency.

+ The Supreme Court set aside the High Court’s order that invalidated show-cause
notices issued by DPCC.

Sawalkote Hydropower Project

+ The central government has initiated the 1,856-megawatt (MW) Sawalkote Hydro
electric Project on the Chenab River in Jammu and Kashmir.

s The 3209.80 crore project is the largest hydro project in the Union Territory.
+ The Sawalkote project was originally proposed in the 1960s.

% Following the 22 April Pahalgam terror attack, India suspended the 1960 treaty,
gaining full control over the Jhelum and Chenab rivers.

+ The government also plans to revive Tulbul Navigation Project (Wullar Barrage),
previously halted due to treaty constraints.

Kartavya Bhavan features

+ Prime Minister inaugurated the Kartavya Bhavan in Delhi recently.

+ Kartavya Bhavan is the first completed Common Central Secretariat building
(CCS-3) under the Central Vista Project.

+ It houses key ministries, including the Ministry of Home Affairs and the Ministry
of External Affairs.

+ Kartavya Bhavan aims to achieve a Green Rating for Integrated Habitat
Assessment (GRIHA) four-star certification.

+ The building features double-glazed windows and LED lighting with sensors for
occupancy and daylight.
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« Itis designed to save 30 percent of energy consumption through efficient systems.

« Kartavya Bhavan’s rooftop solar photovoltaic system expected to generate
534,000 units of electricity annually.

+ The building operates as a zero-discharge facility, treating and reusing 1.1 million
liters of wastewater daily.

+ Reused wastewater covers 60 percent of the building's total water demand.

+ Solid waste management transforms 1,000 kilograms of organic waste into
manure daily onsite.

Aadhaar-Based Face Authentication for Digital Banking

% India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) has introduced Aadhaar-based face
authentication for digital transactions nationwide.

Y/

+ The new system replaces fingerprint verification and one-time passwords (OTPs)
with facial recognition technology.

% This technology is developed under the framework of the Unique Identification
Authority of India (UIDAI).

+ The feature aims to simplify banking for senior citizens and persons with
disabilities.

« IPPB operates under the Department of Posts and plans to implement this system
across about 165,000 post offices and 300,000 postal workers.

Collusive Litigation Case

+ The Supreme Court of India has taken Suo motu cognisance of alleged collusive
litigation involving the Bengaluru Development Authority (BDA).

+ The court examined actions related to 3 acres and 33 guntas of land in Bengaluru
North Taluk.

% The bench directed the court registry to register a writ petition under Article 32
of the Constitution of India.

+ The order was passed on July 31 while quashing a First Information Report
related to cheating and other offences against petitioner S V Vijayalakshmi and
others.

% The court exercised its powers under Article 142 of the Constitution to ensure
complete justice in the case.

+ The court had observed that common citizens were denied the benefits of land
acquisition due to a collusive legal process between Bengaluru Development
Authority and the appellants.
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+ It clarified that failure to submit a supporting affidavit as per Priyanka Srivastava
versus State of Uttar Pradesh (2015) is a curable defect, but must be addressed
before a magistrate passes an order.

+» Collusive litigation refers to lawsuits where parties cooperate instead of opposing
each other genuinely.

+ The parties work together to achieve a preferred outcome or to challenge laws
without real dispute.

Haat on Wheels Initiative

+ The Ministry of Textiles and the National Handloom Development Corporation
(NHDC) celebrated the 11th National Handloom Day in New Delhi.

% An exclusive Handloom Expo and a mobile retail initiative called "Haat on Wheels"
were launched at Janpath.

Y/

+ It aims to promote handloom products by bringing them directly to consumers at
various locations.

Y/

+ "Haat on Wheels" helps in preserving and promoting India’s traditional weaving
practices.

Vanashakti Vs Union of India case

+ The Supreme Court of India struck down the 2017 Notification and 2021 Office
Memorandum that allowed ex-post facto environmental clearances.

+ Environmental Clearances (ECs) under the Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) Notification 2006 must be obtained before project commencement.

% The struck down 2017 Notification introduced a one-time amnesty for projects
that began without prior ECs.

s The 2021 Office Memorandum provided a procedural framework to grant
retrospective approvals.

+ The court ruled that ex-post facto ECs violate the precautionary principle and the
environmental rule of law.

« The 2021 Office Memorandum was considered a regulatory instrument lacking
statutory authority.

% Retrospective clearances encouraged violations and undermined the EIA
framework's integrity.

+ The court maintained that prior EC is a substantive legal safeguard and not a
mere formality.

s Past ex-post facto clearances granted before the judgment remain valid to protect
legal stability.
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+ No further more retrospective environmental clearances can be granted after this
judgment.

+» Projects that started without ECs and did not apply for regularisation before the
ruling face enforcement actions.

+ The Enforcement actions may include show-cause notices, financial penalties,
closure or demolition orders.

+ The Regulatory bodies such as Expert Appraisal Committees (EACs) and State
Environmental Impact Assessment Authorities (SEIAAs) cannot process ex-post
EC applications.

+ The ruling requires, the project developers to obtain environmental clearances
prior to land acquisition and construction.

+ It emphasizes integrating environmental compliance in early project planning and
contracts.

% Investors must consider this ruling in environmental, social and governance
(ESG) risk assessments and disclosures.

Coastal Shipping Bill 2025
+ The Rajya Sabha passed the Coastal Shipping Bill 2025 on August 7, 2025.

Y/

+ The Bill aims to modernise India’s coastal shipping and unlock the potential of
its 11,098 km coastline.

« It replaces Part XIV of the Merchant Shipping Act 1958 and aligns with the global
cabotage norms.

+ The Bill simplifies licensing and regulates foreign vessels in coastal trade.
s Also, it aims to boost coastal cargo to 230 million metric tonnes by 2030.
+ It mandates a National Coastal and Inland Shipping Strategic Plan.

+ The Bill creates a National Database for the real-time shipping data to promote
transparency and investment.

+ This Bill, along with the Merchant Shipping Bill 2025 and Carriage of Goods by
Sea Bill 2025, completes major maritime reforms.

SHINE initiative

s ICMR launched the SHINE programme (Science and Health Innovation for the
Nextgen Explorers) to encourage young students to explore health and biomedical
research.

% Over 500 students from Assam and Tripura participated in the program held at
ICMR-RMRCNE Dibrugarh and MRHRU Khumlwng.
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+ The event targeted students from Classes 9 to 12 and included lab tours, science
exhibitions, quizzes, demonstrations, and interactive sessions.

* A mascot named Dr. Curio helped to simplify complex science topics and made
learning engaging for the students.

+ The initiative aligns with India’s vision for the Viksit Bharat by 2047 and aims to
guide students towards careers in science and public health.

Bharat Taxi Service

% A new taxi service named Bharat will be launched by the end of 2025 under
India’s cooperative sector.

+ The service is backed by 300 crore authorised capital and the eight major
cooperatives.

% Itis being launched by the Multi-State Sahakari Taxi Cooperative Ltd.

+ Key members include Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Ltd (IFFCO), Gujarat
Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation (GCMMF), and National Cooperative
Development Corporation (NCDC).

Y/

+ The aim is to give better income to drivers and provide safe and affordable rides
to customers.

Joint Doctrine for Amphibious and Cyberspace Operations

+ The Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) released the Joint Doctrine for Amphibious
Operations.

+ The doctrine provides operational guidance for commanders to conduct
amphibious missions in complex military environments in both war and peace.

« It aims to boost the armed forces' capability across the Indian Ocean Region
through enhanced coordination and joint execution.

« It offers strategic guidance for planning and executing cyberspace missions and
raises awareness across all military levels.

India’s Busiest Seaports

®

% India’s maritime sector saw a rise in cargo handling from 819 million tonnes in
the financial year 2023 to 855 million tonnes in the financial year 2024.

% This marks an annual growth of 4.3 per cent as per the Press Information Bureau
(PIB) report.

+ The Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways stated that the top five major
ports handled 63.12 per cent of total cargo as of June 2025.
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« Paradip Port Authority (PPA) in Odisha handled 13.14 million metric tonnes and
ranked first with 18.04 per cent of total cargo.

+ Deendayal Port Authority (DPA) in Gujarat stood second, and Jawaharlal Nehru
Port Authority (JNPA) in Maharashtra stands 3rd.

% Visakhapatnam Port Authority (VPA) in Andhra Pradesh and Syama Prasad
Mookerjee Port (SMP) in Kolkata stand at 4th and Sth. respectively.

« Tamil Nadu has three major ports in the top ten list, namely Chennai Port
Authority (Rank 7), Kamarajar Port Authority (Rank 8), and V O Chidambaranar
Port Authority (Rank 9).

Annual Trident Lecture Series
+ The Centre for Joint Warfare Studies marked its Foundation Day on August 5.

+ The Annual Trident Lecture Series was inaugurated at Manekshaw Centre in
Delhi Cantonment to mark the occasion.

+ The event was anchored on the theme “Dominating the Future Battlespace.”

Notary Portal

+ The Government has launched the Notary Portal to offer online services under
the Notaries Act 1952 and Notaries Rules 1956.

+ The portal connects notaries appointed by the Central Government with the
Government of India for digital legal services.

« It enables submission of applications, verification of eligibility, issuance and
renewal of a digitally signed Certificate of Practice and annual return filing.

s As of 31 July 2025, over 34900 digitally signed Certificates of Practice have been
issued through the portal.

Medical tourism in India

% India recorded 1,31,856 foreign tourist arrivals (FTAs) for medical purposes from
January to April 2025.

% Medical tourists accounted for about 4.1 per cent of total FTAs during this period.
% Public-Private Partnerships are used to promote the "Heal in India" initiative.

< The Government of India offers e-medical visa and e-medical attendant visa
facilities to nationals of 171 countries to facilitate medical visits.

« Top source countries for medical tourists over the last five years include
Bangladesh, Iraq, Somalia, Oman, and Uzbekistan.
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+ Bangladesh consistently leads with 4,82,336 medical tourist arrivals in 2024.

s Total FTAs for medical purposes increased from 1,82,945 in 2020 to 6,44,387 in
2024.

Standing Committee Report on PMGSY

s The Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) was launched in 2000 as a
Centrally Sponsored Scheme to improve rural connectivity.

+ The Standing Committee on Rural Development and Panchayati Raj presented
its 17th report in the Lok Sabha.

Y/

+ The report highlighted serious concerns over the poor quality and implementation
of roads constructed under PMGSY.

Y/

+ It recommended relaxing road construction norms to allow states to adjust road
designs and widths according to local terrain and transport needs.

+ The report has proposed constructing an additional 100 km of rural roads based
on recommendations from the local MP, funded by the Consolidated Fund of
India.

Y/

+ The committee also called for updating PMGSY-IV road surveys using the latest
population data and making consultation with the local MPs mandatory for road
selection and approval.

MERITE Scheme

+ The Union Cabinet has approved the World Bank-aided MERITE scheme for 275
technical institutions across India.

« MERITE stands for the Multidisciplinary Education and Research Improvement
in Technical Education.

+ The scheme will cover 175 engineering colleges and 100 polytechnic institutes
over five years from 2025 to 2030.

+ The scheme aims to improve the quality, equity and governance in line with the
National Education Policy 2020.

% It will focus on employability research, innovation, digitalisation and support for
women faculty in academic leadership.

« Institutions like IITs, IIMs, All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) and
National Board of Accreditation (NBA) will support implementation.

PM E-Drive Scheme Extension

+ The Indian government has extended the PM E-Drive scheme (the Prime Minister
Electric Drive) by two years till March 2028.
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+ The scheme supports the electric buses, ambulances and trucks with financial
incentives to promote clean mobility.

< Incentives for the electric two-wheelers, electric rickshaws and electric three-
wheelers will end by March 2026.

+ The scheme offers up to 39.6 lakh as an incentive for switching to electric trucks
with a target of about 5600 trucks nationwide.

9th Foundation Day of GeM

+ The Government e-Marketplace (GeM) celebrated its 9th Foundation Day on 8
August 2025 in New Delhi.

+ The GeM recorded Gross Merchandise Value (GMV) of Rs 5.4 lakh crore in the
financial year 2024 to 2025.

Y/

s The GeM was launched in 2016 as a digital platform for transparent and efficient
public procurement.

Y/

+ In nine years, the GeM onboarded 1.5 lakh women-led enterprises, startups, self-
help groups (SHGs), artisans and micro and small enterprises (MSEs).

Y/

< The 2025 celebration was held on the theme ‘Ease Access and Inclusion’.

Y/

+ GeM is offering training and onboarding support to state governments, public
sector undertakings and local bodies.

CATCH Program

+ The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) has launched the
Cancer Al and Technology Challenge (CATCH).

% CATCH is a joint innovation grant program by IndiaAl Mission in partnership
with the National Cancer Grid (NCG).

+ The program aims to accelerate the validation and deployment of artificial
intelligence (Al) in cancer screening, diagnosis, treatment and patient care across
India.

% CATCH will support Al solutions for early detection, clinical decision making,
patient engagement, research, hospital operations and data management.

+ The initiative addresses India’s rising cancer burden and limited access to timely
diagnosis and care.

Work for Viksit Bharat Portal

% NITI Aayog has started the Work for Viksit Bharat Portal to hire experts for
government projects.
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* Young professionals up to 32 years with a master’s or engineering degree can
apply.
+ Senior Advisors aged up to 50 years with 8-15 years of experience can also apply.

+ The portal covers many sectors like agriculture, education, health, energy and
environment.

Bankey Bihari Ji Maharaj Temple committee

+ The Supreme Court has suspended the management committee of Thakur Shri
Bankey Bihari Ji Temple in Uttar Pradesh.

+ A High-Powered Committee led by Retired Justice Ashok Kumar of Allahabad
High Court was formed to manage the temple’s daily affairs.

+ The temple was built in 1864 on land gifted by Raja Ratan Singh and is a famous
Hindu pilgrimage site.

+ Longstanding disputes between two sects known as Raj Bhog and Shayan Bhog
have affected temple management since 1938.

s A 2016 Allahabad High Court order gave final administrative approvals to the
Munsif of Mathura amid ongoing disputes.

% A 2022 stampede caused high injuries and deaths leading to a Public Interest
Litigation and the State’s proposal for an independent trust.

+ The Supreme Court stayed the Uttar Pradesh Shri Bankey Bihari Ji Temple Trust
Ordinance, 2025, pending High Court review.

+ The Court clarified it made no decision on the constitutionality of the ordinance
and left all challenges to the High Court.

New Income Tax Bill 2025

+ Parliament passed the Income Tax (No. 2) Bill, 2025 to replace the Income Tax
Act 1961 after sixty years.

+ The new law aims to modernise tax administration without changing current tax
rates.

s It simplifies the terminology by introducing the unified term tax year instead of
assessment year and previous year.

% The bill has 536 sections and 16 schedules.

+ The number of chapters has been brought down to 23 from 47 and the number
of Sections to 536 from 819.

+ It allows individuals to claim tax deducted at source (TDS) refunds even if returns
are filed late without penalty.

75


https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM

Information is a Blessing

SHANKAR
IAS ACADEMY
.

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

+ It also broadens the powers of income tax officials, allowing them to forcibly break
into personal emails and social media accounts of assesses during search
operations.

Gender Cap on Army Posting

+ The Supreme Court struck down the policy limiting women’s seats in the Judge
Advocate General (JAG) branch of the Indian Army.

+ The court has ruled the Army cannot impose extra restrictions once women are
allowed to join under Section 12 of the Army Act, 1950.

+ The policy reserving six seats for men and only three for women violated Articles
14, 15, and 16 of the Constitution.

+ The court ordered a common merit list, stating meritorious women must not be
capped at 50% seats.

% Section 12 of the Army Act states that women are not eligible for enrolment or
employment in the regular Army except in specific corps, departments, or
branches that the Central Government may specify by official notification.

Mines and Minerals Bill 2025

+ The Lok Sabha has passed the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation)
Amendment Bill 2025 to update the 1957 Act.

+ The Bill allows lease holders to seek state approval to add more minerals to an
existing lease without extra payment for critical and strategic minerals.

+¢ Critical minerals include lithium, graphite, nickel, cobalt, gold and silver, which
are vital for renewable energy and electric mobility.

+ The Bill expands the role of the National Mineral Exploration Trust to also
support the development of mines and minerals.

+ The limit on the sale of minerals from captive mines has been removed, allowing
full commercial use after meeting end-use needs.

% A new authority will be set up to register and regulate mineral exchanges,
ensuring greater transparency in the sector.

Google vs CCI Case

+ The Supreme Court (SC) has admitted Google’s appeal against an antitrust ruling
by the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT).

% The Competition Commission of India (CCI) found Google abused its dominance
by forcing app developers to use its billing system with 15-30% commissions,
while exempting its own apps like YouTube.
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+ Google was also accused of forcing smartphone makers to pre-install its apps like
Search, Chrome, and YouTube to access the Play Store.

% In 2022, CCI fined Google 3936.44 crore and ordered it to separate billing from
Play Store access and ensure transparency in billing data.

+ NCLAT later reduced the fine to *216.69 crore and dropped some measures, but
upheld the billing transparency directions.

NOTTO policy update 2025

+ The National Organ and Tissue Transplant Organisation (NOTTO) issued a 10-
point advisory to States and UTs to boost organ donation and transplantation.

% The advisory proposes giving additional allocation points to women on transplant
waiting lists to address gender disparity.

« It also suggests prioritising the near relatives of previous deceased donors for
organ transplants.

+ NOTTO recommends hospitals provide donor and recipient data for a national
registry and assign a unique NOTTO-ID to all transplants.

SHRESTH initiative
% The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare launched the SHRESTH initiative.
+ SHRESTH stands for State Health Regulatory Excellence Index.

s It aims to benchmark and improve state drug regulatory systems using a
transparent data-driven framework.

« It is a virtual gap assessment tool helping states assess their current status and
progress towards maturity certification in drug regulation.

% The Index covers Manufacturing States with 27 metrics and Distribution States
with 23 metrics.

+ States submit monthly data to the Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation
(CDSCO), which scores and shares results to promote targeted improvements and
cross-learning.

% SHRESTH aims to ensure drug safety, quality and efficacy for all citizens
regardless of location and supports harmonisation of regulatory processes
nationwide.

Mahadayi Water Tribunal

+ The Mahadayi Water Disputes Tribunal’s tenure has been extended by one year
from August 16, 2025.
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% Constituted in November 2010, the tribunal adjudicates water sharing disputes
among Goa, Maharashtra, and Karnataka.

+ The tribunal has the third-longest tenure among the four active water disputes
tribunals in India.

+ The extension follows a request by the tribunal to extend its timeline to submit a
further report after objections from the three states on its 2018 decision.

79th Independence Day highlights

< PM Narendra Modi has addressed the nation from the Red Fort for the 12th
consecutive time.

Y/

+ The theme for this year's celebration is ‘Naya Bharat'

+ He is surpassing the former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi’s record for the most
successive August 15 addresses.

% He stands next only to Jawaharlal Nehru, who delivered 17 Independence Day
addresses.

Y/

* Modi broke his 98-minute record from the 78th Independence Day last year.

Y/

+ It was lasting 103 minutes, longest so far, charting a roadmap for a Viksit Bharat
by 2047.

+ It was the longest speech by any prime minister in India’s history.

+ He was emphasizing that India’s progress is built on self-reliance, innovation,
and citizen empowerment.

s PM urges traders to promote Swadeshi products in their stores.

+ Other significant announcements:

o India will become a developed nation by 2047, PM reaffirms.

o Next-gen GST reforms to be rolled out by Diwali 2025.

o GST overhaul aims to reduce tax on daily-use items for all citizens.

o 280 outdated laws repealed or amended for the public good.

o Mission Sudarshan Chakra launched for advanced defence capabilities.

o All public places to be covered under the nationwide security shield by 2035.
o “Daam kam, par dum zyada” — promote affordable but high-quality products.

OCI Card rules 2025

+ India has tightened its Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) card rules, which allow the
Indian-origin foreign nationals to visit India without any visa.
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+ The OCI registration of individuals will be liable for cancellation if convicted of a
serious criminal offence or formally charge-sheeted in cases involving the grave
charges.

+ The Ministry specified two key grounds for cancellation:

o If an OCI cardholder is sentenced to imprisonment for a term of two years or
more, and

o If they are charge-sheeted for an offence that carries a punishment of seven
years or more.

+ The OCI card scheme was launched in 2005 by the Government of India to offer
benefits to persons of Indian origin.

Y/

+ The OCI cardholders receive a multiple-entry, multi-purpose lifelong visa to visit
India.

Y/

+ They are exempt from registration with the local police regardless of the duration
of stay in India.

% Cardholders enjoy parity with Non-Resident Indians in financial, economic, and
educational matters, excluding ownership of agricultural or plantation land.

PM-VBRY

+ The Pradhan Mantri Viksit Bharat Rojgar Yojana (PM-VBRY) was announced on
August 15, 2025.

+ This scheme aims to create 3.5 crore jobs in two years.
+ %15,000 to be provided by the Centre to first-time private sector job seekers.

« It also provides up to 3000 per month per new employee to employers for creation
new job opportunities.

Remarks on Section 498-A IPC

+ Bombay High Court quashed a 498-A case filed against husband and his family
members.

+ Remarks on wife’s clothes or cooking do not constitute ‘grave cruelty’ under 498-
A TPC.

s Section 498-A IPC requires evidence of the serious cruelty, not minor domestic
disputes.

s Section 498-A was introduced in 1983 to combat the cruelty against women in a
marriage.

« It covers acts like dowry harassment, physical and mental torture, and driving a
woman to suicide or injury.
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+ The law aims to protect women from domestic violence and ensure their safety.
R/

% It carries a punishment of up to three years imprisonment and a fine.

+ Conviction rates under this section stand at about 18%, higher than many other
crimes.

Longest-serving Union Home Minister

+ Amit Shah becomes the longest-serving Union Home Minister on August 5, 2025,
with six years and 65 days in office.

+ He surpasses BJP veteran L. K. Advani’s record.

% Key decisions during his tenure include abrogation of Article 370 and successful
anti-Maoist operations.

Demographic Mission 2025

% On August 15, 2025, India announced a mission for demographic threat from the
illegal infiltrators (“Ghuspaithiyas”).

% A high-powered demographic mission will be launched to tackle this crisis within
a fixed timeframe.

+ These infiltrators are reported to affect jobs, target women, and seize tribal lands.

+ Demographic shifts in border areas raise national security and social tension
concerns.

+ The government aims to safeguard national unity, integrity, and progress from
infiltration.

Mission Sudarshan Chakra

+ India will develop an indigenous air defence system under Mission Sudarshan
Chakra by 2035.

+ The system will provide protection to strategic and civilian areas like hospitals,
railways, and places of worship.

+ The mission is named after Lord Krishna’s mythological shield, the Sudarshan
Chakra.

v The aim is to expand, strengthen, and modernise the national security shield
within ten years.

s At present, India has three S-400 missile systems imported from Russia.
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5,000 m Atlantic dive

R/

+ Two Indian aquanauts dived to depths of 4,025 and 5,002 meters in the Atlantic
Ocean.

+ The dives were conducted using the French submersible Nautile in collaboration
with IFREMER, France.

+ India now joins fewer than six nations capable of manned dives beyond 5,000
meters.

+ The mission is a prelude to India’s Samudrayan Mission aiming to reach 6,000
meters by 2027.

+ The MATSYA-6000 submersible will carry three Indian aquanauts to 6,000
meters under the Deep Ocean Mission.

Tap Water and Groundwater Coverage

@,

+ As of now, over 15.68 crore rural households (81% of 19.36 crore) have functional
tap water connections under the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM).

s At the time of JUM launch in 2019, only 3.23 crore (17%) rural households had
tap water connections.

% JJM ensures water quality and supply through monitoring tools such as
Aadhaar-linked beneficiary data, geo-tagging, third-party inspections, and IoT-
based water measurement.

% The Atal Bhujal Yojana (ABY) addresses groundwater depletion in 8,203 water-
stressed gram panchayats across 229 blocks in seven states with a budget of
36,000 crore.

% So far, groundwater levels have improved in 83 identified blocks under ABY’s
participatory, performance-based approach.

Defence Exports in FY 2024-25

% Defence exports reached a record 323,622 crore (~$2.76 billion) in FY 2024-25, a
12.04% increase from 321,083 crore in FY 2023-24.

% This marks a 34-fold increase since 2686 crore in FY 2013-14.

+ India exports defence products to around 80 countries and aims for 350,000 crore
in exports by 2029.

+ The private sector contributed 215,233 crore, and DPSUs contributed 28,389
crore in FY 2024-25.

« Defence Public Sector Undertakings' exports grew by 42.85% compared to the
previous year.
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« Issued 1,762 export authorisations in FY 2024-25, up 16.92% from 1,507 the
previous year.

+ Defence exporters increased by 17.4% in FY 2024-25.

Maize cultivation coverage

% Maize cultivation in India rose to 91.89 lakh hectares in the 2025-26 kharif
season, up from 83.15 lakh hectares last year.

s This 10.5 per cent rise is driven by the E20 ethanol-blending program, boosting
maize demand and prices.

% Maize became the top ethanol feedstock in 2023-24, contributing 42.74 per cent
of total ethanol production.

+ This shift has reduced land for oilseeds by about 7 lakh hectares and tur by over
2 lakh hectares, raising food and nutrition concerns.

« Poultry and cattle feed sectors face tight supply, as they consume 60 to 70 per
cent of India’s maize.

% Sugarcane area also increased by 1.64 lakh hectares due to ethanol-linked
incentives, while soybean area declined.

India’s Deep-Sea Mission
+ India will launch the National Deep Water Exploration Mission.
+ The mission aims to explore oil and gas reserves in the ocean.
+ PM of India announced it on Independence Day, calling it “Samudra Manthan.”
+ It will run in mission mode to boost energy self-reliance.

+ The mission will promote scientific research, ocean literacy, and underwater
engineering.

SabhaSaar tool

+ The Centre launched ‘SabhaSaar’, an Al tool to generate structured minutes of
gram sabha meetings.

+ It will be rolled out in Tripura on Independence Day and later extended to other
states.

% ‘SabhaSaar’ transcribes and summarizes gram Sabha videos and audios in
multiple Indian languages.

+ The initiative supports over 2.55 lakh village panchayats across India, enhancing
governance and public participation.
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100 GW Solar PV Module

+ India reached 100 GW solar PV module manufacturing capacity under the
Approved List of Models and Manufacturers (ALMM).

% This marks a rise from just 2.3 GW in 2014.

+ The ALMM was issued by the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) in
2019.

s The first list published in 2021 showing 8.2 GW capacity.
% India is on track to achieve its 500 GW non-fossil fuel capacity target by 2030.

Property rating framework 2025

% The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) launched India’s first property
rating framework for digital connectivity.

+ The Manual for Rating of Properties for Digital Connectivity sets a standard to
assess buildings’ readiness for high-speed internet.

Y/

+ Over 80% of mobile data in India is consumed indoors, where 4G and 5G signals
often weaken.

Y/

+ The framework evaluates fibre readiness, mobile coverage, Wi-Fi access,
broadband speeds, and user experience.

« TRAI aims to make digital connectivity an essential service alongside electricity
and water.

Sarvottam Yudh Seva Medal 2025

% Top military officers will receive the Sarvottam Yudh Seva Medal for Operation
Sindoor on August 15.

+ Operation Sindoor was launched on May 7 in response to the Pahalgam terror
attack.

+ This year marks the first-ever awarding of the Sarvottam Yudh Seva Medal to Air
Force officers.

% Recipients include Lt Gen Pratik Sharma, Lt Gen Rajiv Ghai, Vice Admiral Sanjay
Jasjit Singh (Retd), Air Marshal Narmdeshwar Tiwari, Air Marshal Nagesh
Kapoor, Air Marshal Jeetandra Mishra, and Air Marshal A.K. Bharti.

s A total of 36 air warriors involved in the operation have been honoured for their
bravery and skill.
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E20 Petrol in India 2025

s India fast-tracked E20 petrol (20% ethanol blend) nationwide, aiming for
economic benefits and reduced emissions.

+ Ethanol, mainly from sugarcane and grains, boosts farmer incomes and saves
foreign exchange (Rs 43,000 crore estimated in 2025).

+ E20 reduces carbon emissions by up to 30% compared to E10; higher octane
improves combustion and reduces engine knocking.

+» Fuel efficiency may drop 5-7% in modern cars; older vehicles (BS3/BS4) may see
drops up to 20%.

+ Ethanol can damage rubber seals and parts in non-compatible vehicles, but
replacement costs are low.

+ Newer cars (BS6 Phase 2, post-April 2023 models) are mostly E20-ready.

+ Regular maintenance and use of ethanol-compatible parts are recommended
during transition.

% Authorities call E20 a “bridge fuel” towards cleaner electric mobility.

Plumeria Garden inauguration

+ President Droupadi Murmu inaugurated the Plumeria Garden, Banyan Grove,
and Babbling Brook at Amrit Udyan in the Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi.

+ The new gardens are open to the public until September 14, 2025.
+ Plumeria Garden features curated plantations and grass mounds.

% Banyan Grove includes reflexology paths, Panchtatva trails, and forest-inspired
soundscapes.

« Babbling Brook offers cascades, sculptural spouts, stepping stones, and a
reflecting pool.

India’s Moon mission

<+ Prime Minister of India announced that India will land an astronaut on the Moon
by 2040.

+ He said the Bharatiya Antariksha Station (space station) will be ready by 2035.
s Mars and Venus exploration missions are also planned in India’s space roadmap.

% India’s first human spaceflight mission, Gaganyaan, is scheduled for early 2027.
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Tourism Vision 2047

+ India’s tourism industry plans to increase employment from 50 million to 200
million jobs.

% The Tourism Vision 2047 roadmap targets a $3 trillion tourism economy.

s It aims to attract 100 million inbound tourists and generate 20 billion domestic
visits.

+ The national tourism conclave was held under the Federation of Associations in
Indian Tourism and Hospitality (FAITH).

+ The sector aims to increase its contribution to India’s GDP from 5% to 10% by
2047.

Water Scarce Districts in India

+ The Central Groundwater Board (CGWB) and state governments have assessed
dynamic groundwater resources every year since 2022.

% According to the 2024 CGWB report, 102 districts are over-exploited, 22 are
critical, and 69 are semi-critical for groundwater.

% The Ministry of Jal Shakti launched the Jal Shakti Abhiyan (JSA) in 2019,
targeting 256 water-stressed districts.

+ The JSA Catch the Rain (CTR) campaign began in 2021 and expanded nationwide
with focused districts each year.

+ The 2023 JSA CTR prioritized 150 districts identified by the Jal Jeevan Mission.

+ The 2024 campaign focused on 151 districts identified by CGWB under the theme
Nari Shakti se Jal Shakti.

s The 2025 JSA CTR campaign targets 148 districts identified by CGWB with
emphasis on grassroots participation and innovative financing.

+ A total of 148 Central Nodal Officers has been assigned to the 148 high-focus
districts for the 2025-2026 campaign.

130tk Constitutional Amendment Bill

s The Constitution (One Hundred and Thirtieth Amendment) Bill, 2025 was
introduced in the Lok Sabha and sent to a Joint Committee.

s It also proposes amendments in the Government of Union Territories Act, 1963
and the Jammu & Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019.

+ This Bill amends the Article 75 (Union Ministers), Article 164 (State Ministers),
and Article 239AA (NCT of Delhi).
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+ It aims to address the gap in the Constitution regarding removal of Ministers (PM,
CMs, Union/State Ministers) facing serious criminal allegations and detained for
30 consecutive days.

« If a Minister (PM/CM/Minister) is arrested and detained for 30 consecutive days
on charges punishable with five years or more imprisonment, then:

o President (on advice of PM/directly) removes Union Ministers/PM.
o Governor (on CM’s advice) removes State Ministers.
o Governor (directly) removes Chief Minister of State.

o UT-specific amendments cover CMs/Ministers in UTs and Jammu &
Kashmir.

+ Ministers can be reappointed upon release.

% Article 75 primarily deals with the appointment and responsibilities of the
Council of Ministers, including the Prime Minister.

« Article 164 outlines the provisions related to the CoMs in a state.
« Article 239AA of the Constitution outlines special provisions for the NCT of Delhi.

% A Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) is set up by Parliament for a special
purpose, such as for the detailed scrutiny of a subject or Bill.

« It has members from both Houses, and is dissolved after its term ends or its task
has been completed.

Indian Ports Bill, 2025

% The Rajya Sabha passed the Indian Ports Bill, 2025, replacing the Indian Ports
Act of 1908.

< The Bill aims to modernize India’s maritime sector and establish the Maritime
State Development Council.

+ The Council will promote port growth, competition, and advise on maritime trade
planning.

+ The Bill empowers the government to notify new ports and alter port limits.

Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Bill, 2025

% The Government introduced the Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Bill,
2025, in the Lok Sabha.

+ The Bill seeks to amend 355 provisions across 16 Central Acts to ease their
applicability.

% It proposes to decriminalise 288 provisions and amend 67 provisions to promote
‘Ease of Living’.
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+ The Government asked the Speaker to refer the Bill to a Select Committee for
review.

« This Bill builds on the Jan Vishwas Act, 2023, which decriminalised 183
provisions in 42 Central Acts.

+ For first-time contraventions, the Bill proposes advisory or warning penalties for
76 offences under 10 Acts.

+ Imprisonment for minor defaults will be replaced by monetary penalties or
warnings, with penalties increasing for repeated offences.

Online Gaming Bill 2025

@,

+ The Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming Bill, 2025 was passed by the
both houses.

Y/

+ This bill bans the operation, facilitation and advertising of online games played
with money.

Y/

+ The legislation seeks to make online money gaming punishable by imprisonment
of up to 3 years and/or a fine of up to Rs 1 crore.

% The bill outlaws all online betting and gambling activities -- from online fantasy
sports to online gambling (like Poker, Rummy and other Card games) and online
lotteries.

+ It seeks to prohibit advertisement related to online money games and bars banks
and financial institutions from transferring funds for any of such games.

% The Indian gaming market is valued at $3.8 billion and could increase to $9.2
billion by 2029.

Adi Karmayogi Abhiyan
+ The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has officially launched the Adi Karmayogi Abhiyan.
+ It is envisaged as the world’s largest tribal grassroots leadership program.

+ The Abhiyan emphasizes Sewa (Service), Sankalp (Resolve), and Samarpan
(Dedication).

% It aimed at empowering tribal communities, strengthening responsive
governance, and creating local leadership opportunities across the country.

Anna-Chakra supply chain tool

v The Government of India has implemented the “Anna-Chakra” Supply Chain
Optimisation Tool in 30 out of 31 targeted States and Union Territories (UTs).
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« It integrates with PM Gati Shakti and Railways' FOIS portal, covering 4.37 lakh
Fair Price Shops and 6700 warehouses.

+ This initiative aims to streamline the Public Distribution System (PDS) using
technology-driven logistics.

+ The tool is expected to save 3250 crore annually through reduced transportation
costs.

Child nutrition in India
« India’s healthiest children live in its north-eastern states and Kerala.
+ The Gangetic belt states have among India’s least healthy children.

s As per the Comprehensive National Nutrition Survey (CNNS) 37% of children
under five are stunted.

% It is slightly lower than the 38.4% recorded in 2016.
s Nearly 7% of women aged 15-19 having begun childbearing.

% Only 11% of children under two receive a minimum acceptable diet combining
diversity and frequency.

% Only 64% of infants under six months are exclusively breastfed.

+ Caesarean deliveries, rising to over 22% in 2021, disrupt early breastfeeding
initiation, affecting infant nutrition.

+ Tamil Nadu ranked 11t in Overall child health ranking.

Draft Climate Finance Taxonomy

+ The Department of Economic Affairs (DEA) has released a Draft Framework for
India's Climate Finance Taxonomy.

¢ This follows the Union Budget 2024-25 announcement to develop a taxonomy for
climate finance.

+ The draft aims to guide classification of climate-supportive projects aligned with
India’s Net Zero by 2070 target.

« It will support the green transition while ensuring reliable and affordable energy
access for the long term.

India - EAEU Free Trade Agreement

% India and the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) signed the Terms of Reference
(ToR) to begin Free Trade Agreement (FTA) negotiations.
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+ The EAEU includes Russia, Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, and the Kyrgyz
Republic with a combined GDP of $6.5 trillion.

% The trade between India and the EAEU reached $69 billion in 2024, marking a
7% rise from 2023.

+ The FTA aims to boost market access for Indian exporters and benefit micro,
small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs).

RE100 initiative

+ Suzlon Group pledges to use 100% renewable energy at all 15 manufacturing
units by 2030.

+ It became the first Indian energy company to join the global RE100 initiative for
renewable electricity transition.

% Suzlon aims for carbon neutrality by 2035 and net zero emissions by 2040 across
all emission scopes.

s Currently, its Dhule rotor blade unit operates entirely on renewable energy,
achieving over 92% carbon neutrality.

Y/

v The company has installed about 21.1 GW of wind energy capacity in 17
countries globally.

Marine fish production in 2023-24

% India’s marine fish production rose from 34.76 lakh tonnes in 2020-21 to 44.95
lakh tonnes in 2023-24 with 8.9% annual growth.

% The Indian Council of Agricultural Research — Central Marine Fisheries Research
Institute (ICAR-CMFRI) assessed 135 marine fish stocks in 2022.

% Around 91.1% were found to be sustainable and in good health.

% One hundred Coastal Fishermen Villages (CFV) are being upgraded as Climate
Resilient Coastal Fishermen Villages (CRCFV).

Universal registration of births and deaths

+ The Registrar General of India (RGI) asked States to take steps towards achieving
universal registration of births and deaths.

+ Following the directives of the Supreme Court, all government hospitals have
been declared ‘registrars’ of births and deaths.

+ Hospitals have to report the event within 21 days under the Registration of Births
and Deaths Act, 1969.
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« The RBD Act, 1969, which was amended in 2023, makes online registration of
births and deaths compulsory on the RGI portal.

% Earlier, States maintained their own database and shared statistics with the RGI
office that functions under the Union Ministry of Home Affairs.

+ The database with the RGI can be used to update electoral rolls, National
Population Register), ration cards and property registrations.

s From October 1, 2023, the digital birth certificate is the single document to prove
the date of birth for various services such as admission to educational
institutions, government jobs and marriage registration among others.

Fortified Rice Scheme Expansion

« The Fortified Rice Scheme has been extended until December 2028 with 317,082
crore.

+ All custom-milled rice under food safety schemes is now fortified with iron, folic
acid, and vitamin B12.

+ The rice is distributed through TPDS (Targeted Public Distribution System), PM
POSHAN, and ICDS (Integrated Child Development Services).

% Under PM POSHAN, fortified rice, salt, and edible oil are used to fight
micronutrient deficiencies in schoolchildren.

% The AMB (Anemia Mukt Bharat) initiative launched in 2018 promotes fortified
foods to reduce anaemia.

+ The NDDB (National Dairy Development Board) has distributed 7.10 lakh litres
of fortified milk to 41,700 children in 11 states.

IIM in Guwahati, Assam

+ Parliament passed the Indian Institutes of Management (Amendment) Bill, 2025,
to establish an IIM in Guwahati, Assam.

+ The Bill was approved by the Rajya Sabha and amends the Indian Institutes of
Management Act, 2017.

% The new IIM in Guwahati will start admissions in the 2025-26 academic year.
+ The Bill provides a corpus fund of 3555 crore for IIM Guwahati.
< With this addition, the total number of [IMs in India will be 22.

Rajiv Gauba-led panels
% The central government has set up two high-powered groups led by Rajiv Gauba,

full-time NITI Aayog member and former Cabinet Secretary.
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% One group is tasked with achieving Viksit Bharat goals, while the other focuses
on regulatory reforms in the non-financial sector.

+ A separate committee, chaired by Cabinet Secretary TVS Swaminathan, is
working on deregulation at the state level.

+ Members include secretaries from DPIIT, Expenditure, MSME, and Power
ministries, along with directors from CII, FICCI, and ASSOCHAM.

+ Industry leaders such as Pawan Goenka, Manish Sabharwal, and Janmejay
Sinha are also part of the committees.

Parliamentary committee on cancer disease

% A parliamentary committee has recommended declaring cancer a notifiable
disease across all states and union territories.

Y/

+ Currently, the National Cancer Registry Programme (NCRP) covers only about
18% of India’s population.

Y/

+ Declaring cancer notifiable would improve real-time reporting, support targeted
interventions, and enable evidence-based policymaking.

+ The panel also proposed a high-risk cess or heavy tax on tobacco products to
fund cancer research and care.

Y/

+ Oral cancer accounts for over 60,000 new cases annually and over five deaths
every hour.

New Chairman of the AIBD Executive Board

+ India was elected chairman of the Executive Board of the Asia-Pacific Institute
for Broadcasting Development (AIBD) at its 23rd General Conference held in
Phuket, Thailand.

+ India has returned to this leadership role since 2016.

% AIBD is a regional intergovernmental organisation founded in 1977 under the
United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO).

s It has over 92 member organisations from 45 countries, including government
and affiliate members across multiple continents.

% India is a founding member of AIBD, with Prasar Bharati representing the
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting.

% The conference focused on media cooperation under the theme “Media for People,
Peace and Prosperity.”
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NITI Aayog report on Homestays

« NITI Aayog launched the report titled “Rethinking Homestays: Navigating Policy
Pathways” in collaboration with the Internet and Mobile Association of India
(IAMAI).

+ The report offers a strategic roadmap to unlock the potential of homestays and
bed-and-breakfasts (BnBs) in India’s tourism sector.

« It emphasises light-touch, transparent regulations to ensure tourist safety,
heritage protection, and sustainable economic growth.

Definition of an urban area

s The Census 2027 will keep the same definition of an urban area as used in
Census 2011 to ensure consistent comparison of urbanisation trends.

* An urban unit or ‘census town’ is defined as
o Avillage with a minimum population of 5,000
o A population density of 400 persons per square kilometre, and

o At least 75% of the male working population is engaged in non-agricultural
work.

+ In 2011, India had 15,870 urban units and towns, with 31.2% of the population
living in urban areas, while 68.8% lived in rural areas.

s The total number of villages in 2011 was 640,867, with the urban population
rising from 17.3% in 1951 to 31.2% in 2011.

+ The Registrar General of India instructed states to prepare updated lists of
villages and towns reflecting jurisdictional changes up to December 31, 2025.

« Statutory towns will be counted as they exist on January 1, 2026.

+ The date when administrative boundaries will be frozen before Census operations
begin on April 1, 2026.

+ Villages with populations of 4,000 or more in 2011 will be examined to identify
those likely to have reached 5,000 by 2027.

+ Male workers engaged in agriculture, plantations, livestock, forestry, fishing,
hunting, and related activities are excluded from the non-agricultural category.

+ District or sub-division headquarters will be classified as census towns only if
they meet the demographic criteria and are not statutory towns.

s Grouping of multiple villages as a single census town is disallowed; each village
will be treated as a separate unit.

% The Census 2027 will begin with house listing and housing census from April
2026, and the population enumeration phase in February 2027.
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+ Administrative boundaries must be finalised by December 31, 2025, to be used
in the Census process.

Parliament Monsoon Session efficiency

+ The Monsoon Session of Parliament ran from July 21 to August 21, 2025, and
was marked by frequent disruptions and adjournments.

+ The Lok Sabha functioned for only 29 percent of its scheduled hours, while the
Rajya Sabha worked for just 34 percent.

+ This was the lowest productivity recorded in the 18th Lok Sabha so far, largely
due to repeated protests and stalled proceedings.

% Only 23 percent of Question Hour was completed in the Lok Sabha, and a mere
6 percent in the Rajya Sabha.

% No oral answers were given on 12 days in the Rajya Sabha and seven days in the
Lok Sabha during the session.

% Ministers answered just 8 percent of starred questions in the Lok Sabha and 5
percent in the Rajya Sabha.

Y/

+ The Income-Tax Bill, 2025, was withdrawn after a Select Committee report and
replaced with a new Bill passed the same day.

+ Operation Sindoor was discussed for 19 hours in the Lok Sabha and 16 hours in
the Rajya Sabha, taking up a major share of total time.

+ The 18th Lok Sabha has not elected a Deputy Speaker since it was formed, and
the previous 17th Lok Sabha also lacked one for five years.

Postal services restrictions

+ India’s Department of Posts suspends most postal services to the United States
from August 25.

+ The suspension follows the US Executive Order Number 14324 that removes the
duty-free exemption for goods valued up to 800 US dollars.

+ All postal shipments to the US will now face customs duties except gifts valued
up to 100 US dollars.

+ US Customs and Border Protection requires carriers to collect duties, but unclear
guidelines have caused air carriers to refuse postal consignments.

s The Department of Posts will continue accepting letters, documents, and exempt
gifts while working to resolve the issue.
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Registered Post service

+ The Indian Postal Department has announced the discontinuation of its iconic
Registered Post service from September 1, 2025.

+ The department is planning to merge the Registered post service with speed post.

s 25% drop in registered items from 244.4 million in 2011-12 to 184.6 million in
2019-20.

27 percent Ethanol Blending by 2030

+ India plans to increase ethanol blending in petrol to 27 percent by 2030 to boost
energy security and reduce oil imports.

+ Ethanol blending has grown from 1.53 percent in 2014 to an expected 20 percent
by 2025, saving foreign exchange and cutting emissions.

+ Ethanol reduces carbon monoxide emissions significantly but requires large
water use, especially for sugarcane cultivation in water-stressed states.

+ Rising ethanol demand has contributed to maize shortages, affecting food
security and causing inflation risks.

+ Vehicles may see reduced fuel efficiency with higher ethanol blends unless
designed or modified for them.

% Second-generation ethanol from crop residues and waste is critical to sustainable
growth and reducing food crop dependency.

SC verdict on stray dogs

+ The Supreme Court of India modified its earlier order regarding stray dogs on
August 22, 2025.

« Stray dogs can now be released back into their original localities after being
dewormed and vaccinated.

+ The earlier directive that prohibited the release of strays shall remain in abeyance
until further notice.

% Dogs showing signs of aggression or rabies infection must not be released into
public spaces.

v The Supreme Court expanded the case to cover the entire country for a uniform
national policy on stray dogs.

« All States and Union Territories have been impleaded to assist in framing and
implementing this national policy.

¢ The previous order dated August 11, 2025, had directed authorities in Delhi-NCR
to shelter all strays without re-release.
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+ The modified order aims to balance public safety, animal welfare, and local
concerns raised through protests.

Highway Toll System Under Review

+ The Public Accounts Committee (PAC) has raised concerns over the current
highway tolling system.

+ It was stated that tolls are often collected indefinitely, regardless of road quality,
traffic volume, affordability, or recovery of project costs.

s The concept of perpetual tolling was introduced through a 2008 amendment to
the Fee Rules.

% Later, it was formalised by a 2023 amendment allowing toll collection even
beyond the concession period.

+ The PAC has recommended the creation of a tariff authority similar to the Airports
Economic Regulatory Authority (AERA) to ensure fair and transparent toll
fixation, collection, and regulation.

+ The PAC recommended automatic toll refunds or waivers where highways are
incomplete.

+ Rs 61,408 crore was collected as toll in 2024-25, compared to 355,882 crore in
2023-24, 348,032 crore in 2022-23, 333,929 crore in 2021-22, and 327,927 crore
in 2020-21.

Guidelines for Veterinary Blood Transfusion and Blood Banks

+ The Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying has issued new guidelines
for blood transfusion and blood banks for animals in India.

+ The guidelines mandate the establishment of state-regulated veterinary blood
banks with biosafety standards.

% Mandatory blood typing and cross-matching will be required to prevent
incompatibility during transfusions.

+ The guidelines include donor eligibility criteria based on age, weight, vaccination
status, disease screening, and donation intervals.

% An ethical framework emphasises voluntary, non-remunerated blood donations
and informed consent.

« Standard operating procedures for transfusion monitoring, management of
adverse reactions, and record-keeping are included in the guidelines.

+ The guidelines introduce a National Veterinary Blood Bank Network with digital
registries and real-time inventory management.
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v The framework aims to provide safer, life-saving transfusions to animals in
emergencies and critical care.

+ The guidelines integrate One Health principles to manage zoonotic risks.

Women’s employment rate in 2023-24

+ Women’s employment rate nearly doubled from 22% in 2017-18 to 40.3% in
2023-24, according to Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) data.

+ Female unemployment rate dropped from 5.6% in 2017-18 to 3.2% in 2023-24.

+ Rural female employment increased by 96%, while urban female employment
grew by 43%.

% Over 1.56 crore women joined the formal workforce in the last seven years, as per
Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) payroll data.

% Gender budgets rose by 429% in the last decade, supporting women’s
entrepreneurship.

% Seventy central government schemes and over 400 state-level schemes promote
female entrepreneurship.

+ Nearly half of the startups registered with the Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) have at least one woman director.

% Women received 68% of total loans under the Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana
(PMMY).

+ Forty-four per cent of beneficiaries under the Pradhan Mantri Street Vendor’s
Atma Nirbhar Nidhi (PM SVANidhi) scheme are women.

% Women-led MSMEs nearly doubled from 1 crore in 2010-11 to 1.92 crore in 2023-
24.

% Women-owned proprietary establishments increased from 17.4% in 2010-11 to
26.2% in 2023-24.

+ Women-led MSMEs generated over 89 lakh additional jobs for women between
fiscal years 2021 and 2023.

% Employability of female graduates rose from 42% in 2013 to 47.53% in 2024.

% Women with postgraduate education have employment rates increasing from
34.5% in 2017-18 to 40% in 2023-24.

+ India Skills Report 2025 forecasts 55% of Indian graduates to be globally
employable.

% Over 16.69 crore unorganised women workers registered with the e-Shram portal,
accessing government social welfare schemes.
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+ Nari Shakti is central to achieving 70% women workforce participation, a key goal
for a developed India by 2047.

INS Udaygiri and INS Himgiri

+ INS Udaygiri and INS Himgiri, multi-mission stealth frigates, were commissioned
into the Indian Navy at Visakhapatnam.

+ The ships have over 75% indigenous content.

+ These frigates strengthen the Indian Navy’s role as first responder and preferred
security partner in the Indian Ocean Region.

+ Both ships join the Eastern Fleet to improve rapid response and secure sea lanes
in the Bay of Bengal and beyond.

Comprehensive Modular Survey 2025

+ The Comprehensive Modular Survey (CMS) on Education under the 80th round
of the National Sample Survey (NSS) studied household spending on school
education for currently enrolled students.

+ Government schools accounted for 55.9 percent of total enrolments, with 66.0
percent in rural areas and 30.1 percent in urban areas.

% Only 26.7 percent of government school students paid course fees, compared to
95.7 percent in non-government schools.

+ In private unaided schools in urban areas, 98.0 percent of students reported
paying course fees.

+ Household spending per student was 32,863 in government schools and 325,002
in non-government schools.

+ Course fees were the highest expense for households, averaging 37,111 per
student, followed by 22,002 for textbooks and stationery.

+ Urban students incurred 215,143 on course fees on average, while rural students
spent %33,979.

s Nearly 27.0 percent of students took private coaching, with 30.7 percent in urban
areas and 25.5 percent in rural areas.

% Average household spending on coaching was 33,988 in urban areas and 31,793
in rural areas.

% At the higher secondary level, coaching costs were 39,950 in urban areas and
34,548 in rural areas.

% Family members were the main source of education funding for 95.0 percent of
students across India.
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« Only 1.2 percent of students reported government scholarships as their primary
funding source.

Project Aarohan

+ The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) launched Project Aarohan to
support the educational aspirations of toll plaza employees’ children.

% The project was launched in collaboration with Vertis Infrastructure Trust in New
Delhi.

+ Project Aarohan aims to remove financial barriers and promote equal access to
quality education for students from weaker sections.

« It focuses on supporting girls, first-generation learners, and students from SC,
ST, OBCs and minority communities.

Y/

+ The first phase of the project will be implemented by Bharat Cares, an initiative
of SMEC Trust.

Y/

% A fund of %1 crore has been allocated for the first phase, running from July 2025
to March 2026.

+ The project will support 500 students from Class 11 to graduation, each receiving
an annual scholarship of ¥12,000.

Y/

« It will also support 50 students pursuing higher studies with scholarships of
350,000 each.

Criminal charges against MPs and MLAs

% An analysis shows that 31% of Members of Parliament (MPs) and 29% of Members
of the Legislative Assembly (MLAs) have declared serious criminal charges.

+ Serious criminal charges include offenses punishable by five years or more, or
those that are non-bailable.

+ The share of Lok Sabha MPs facing such charges doubled from 14% in 2009 to
31% in 2024.

+ Telangana has the highest percentage of MPs with serious charges at 71%,
followed by Bihar at 48%.

% Among parties, the BJP has 63 MPs (26%) facing serious cases, while the
Congress has 32 MPs (32%).

s For MLAs, Andhra Pradesh leads with 56% facing serious charges, and Uttar
Pradesh has the highest number at 154 MLAs (38%).

% The Telugu Desam Party (TDP) and Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) have over 60% of
their MLAs facing serious cases.

98


https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

-*g TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM

ol Information is a Blessing

SHANKAR
IAS ACADEMY
.

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

EV Manufacturing Initiatives in Gujarat

+ Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated green mobility initiatives in
Hansalpur, Gujarat, and flagged off the e-Vitara, Suzuki’s first made-in-India
global strategic battery electric vehicle.

+ Three Japanese companies will jointly manufacture battery cells in India for the
first time at the TDS (Toshiba-Denso-Suzuki) Lithium-Ion Battery plant.

« Maruti Suzuki developed a hybrid ambulance prototype under the PM E-Drive
scheme.

Panels to honour national leaders

+ The Centre has constituted three high-level committees to mark the 150th birth
anniversaries of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and Birsa Munda, and the 100th birth
anniversary of Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

+ Prime Minister will chair all three committees, as notified in separate gazette
publications.

+ The Ministry of Culture issued the gazette notification for Sardar Patel's
committee on August 25, 2025.

« Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, born on October 31, 1875, was India’s first home
minister and is remembered as the ‘Iron Man of India.’

+ The committee for Birsa Munda’s 150th birth anniversary was notified on August
23, 2025.

+ Birsa Munda is honoured as a tribal icon and freedom fighter who led movements
against British rule.

% A separate notification was issued on August 25, 2025, for the committee to
celebrate Vajpayee’s birth centenary.

+ Atal Bihari Vajpayee served as Prime Minister in three terms, including a full
term from 1999 to 2004.

Doctrines for Armed Forces Integration

+ India unveiled three joint doctrines to promote armed forces integration and joint
operations.

®

s CDS has released the Special Forces (SF) operations doctrine, focusing on
interoperability among Army, Navy, and Air Force commandos.

« The SF doctrine includes joint training, upgrading training schools to Joint
Service Training Institutes, and standardizing procedures.
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+ A doctrine for airborne and heliborne operations was released to enhance
technology integration and joint training for operational readiness.

+ Defence Minister has unveiled the multi-domain operations doctrine for
coordinated action across land, sea, air, space, and cyber domains.

+ The doctrines aim to build a resilient, agile force capable of leveraging advanced
technologies and joint strategies.

+ These documents lay the groundwork for future joint planning, execution, and
capacity building of India’s armed forces.

National Biofoundry Network

@,

% The Ministry of Science and Technology launched India’s first National
Biofoundry Network.

Y/

+ The network includes six institutions aimed at scaling proof-of-concept
developments, enhancing indigenous biomanufacturing, and creating jobs.

% India’s bioeconomy grew from $10 billion in 2014 to $165.7 billion in 2024.
% The government targets a bioeconomy of $300 billion by 2030.

INTERNATIONAL

Global Specs 2030 Initiative

+ The World Health Organisation (WHO) has launched a global initiative named
‘Global Specs 2030’

+ It aims to ensure that everyone has access to affordable eyecare services by 2030.

% Over 800 million people across the world have vision problems and do not have
access to eye care.

Global assessment of zoonotic diseases

+ The first comprehensive global assessment of zoonotic diseases listed as priorities
by the WHO (excluding COVID-19).

+ The Zoonotic diseases (also known as zoonoses) are caused by germs that spread
between animals and people.

s Globally, 9.3% of the land surface is at high (6.3%) or very high (3%) risk of
disease outbreaks.
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+ Latin America and Oceania (18.6%) are the most at-risk regions, followed by Asia
(6.9%) and Africa (5.2%).

s About 3% of the world’s population resides in high or very high-risk zones; 20%
lives in medium-risk areas.

Geelong Treaty
+ Australia and the United Kingdom signed the Geelong Treaty.
s It is a 50-year defence agreement under AUKUS Pillar I in Geelong, Victoria.

+ It enables the very deep collaboration on the design, construction, operation,
maintenance, and disposal of SSN-AUKUS nuclear-powered submarines.

% The agreement marks a long-term commitment to bilateral defence ties between
the UK and Australia.

New York Declaration for Palestine

< The United Nations conference in New York launched the New York Declaration
calling for an end to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict through a two-state solution.

% It urged the immediate end of the Gaza war and called for the full withdrawal of
Israeli forces and governance transfer to the Palestinian Authority under one
unified rule.

+ The declaration has demanded that Gaza be unified with the West Bank with no
occupation siege or displacement and that both states live in peace within secure
1967-based borders.

« It called for financial and political support to the Palestinian Authority to carry
out reforms, conduct elections and assume full control over all occupied
territories.

+ Israel was asked to make a public commitment to the two-state solution.

+ The declaration endorsed the deployment of a temporary United Nations-led
international force to stabilize Gaza and protect civilians after the ceasefire
implementation.

UK recognition of Palestinian state

% The United Kingdom will recognise the State of Palestine by September during
the UNGA unless Israel takes concrete steps in Gaza.

R/

+ Conditions include a ceasefire, humanitarian aid access, halting annexation in
the West Bank, and commitment to a long-term peace process.
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+ The move supports the two-state solution and aims to ensure lasting regional
stability.

+ The announcement follows similar recognition from France, Spain, Ireland, and
Norway.

+» Israel has opposed the move and claimed it undermines ongoing peace efforts.

Oil production in Pakistan

+ US President Donald Trump announced cooperation with Pakistan to develop its
large oil reserves despite Pakistan’s limited history in oil production.

« Pakistan’s proven crude oil reserves are estimated between 234 million and 353
million barrels.

% It is far less than India’s 4.8 to 5 billion barrels of reserves.

% A 2015 US Energy Information Administration report has estimated Pakistan’s
technically recoverable shale oil at 9.1 billion barrels.

+ But only a small portion is economically viable.

Y/

« Pakistan currently produces about 60 thousand barrels of oil per day compared
to India’s 580 thousand barrels.

US tariff on Indian exports

+ The United States announced a 25 per cent tariff on nearly all Indian exports
starting August 1, 2025.

+ The tariff affects the key sectors, including electronics, pharmaceuticals, textiles,
gems and automobile parts.

+ India is Russia’s largest buyer of the energy, alongside China, during the Ukraine
conflict.

+ The tariff may reduce India’s GDP growth by up to 0.5 per cent and shift supply
chains to other countries.

Medog Dam

% China approved a 60-gigawatt hydropower project at the Great Bend in Medog
County in the Tibet Autonomous Region.

% The river originates in Tibet as Yarlung Zangbo and flows through India, Bhutan
and Bangladesh before draining into the Bay of Bengal.

« All four riparian countries have planned water infrastructure projects, including
dams, embankments, irrigation systems and barrages.
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+ China and India lack a bilateral river-sharing treaty despite having the Expert
Level Mechanism (ELM) since 2006 for hydrological data sharing.

+ The Brahmaputra basin lies in an active seismic zone with the 1950 Assam-Tibet
earthquake centred at Medog, causing widespread floods and devastation down
stream.

UN Summit Reviews Global Food System Goals

+ The second United Nations Food Systems Summit Stocktake (UNFSS plus four)
was held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, co-hosted by Ethiopia and Italy.

s It had followed the first summit in 2021 and the initial stocktake in 2023, aiming
to assess global progress toward food systems transformation.

+ The event focused on collaboration, finance and investment to speed up action
toward the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals.

UN 1267 Committee

+ The Resistance Front (TRF) was mentioned in a recent Monitoring Team's report
under the UN Security Council 1267 Sanctions Committee.

+ This Committee oversees the sanctions against individuals and groups linked to
terrorism.

+ It was established in 1999 to target Al-Qaeda and later expanded to include other
terror groups.

+ The committee maintains a sanctions list involving asset freezes, travel bans and
arms embargoes.

+ The committee plays a very key role in coordinating international efforts against
groups like Lashkar-e-Taiba and The Resistance Front.

15 Years of UN Women

% UN Women was established in 2010 and celebrates its 15th anniversary in 2025,
highlighting progress and ongoing challenges in gender equality worldwide.

s March 2025 survey reveals a 60 per cent rise in concerns over slow progress in
gender equality.

+ Data from over 150 government reports show nearly one in four countries face
backlash against women’s rights.

% More than 600 million women and girls now live near conflict zones, risking their
safety and rights.

+ The One Win Leads to Another (OWLA) program empowered over 3,200 girls and
young women in Brazil and Argentina through sport leadership initiatives.
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New digital Schengen visa system

+ The European Union (EU) will replace the traditional Schengen visa sticker with
a secure digital barcode called a two-dimensional (2D) barcode.

+ Indian travellers can apply fully online by uploading documents, paying visa fees,
tracking status and receiving a digitally signed visa.

+ Biometrics submission will be required in person only for first-time applicants,
but frequent travellers will benefit from faster processing.

+ The Entry Exit System (EES) using fingerprint and facial recognition will replace
passport stamps starting October 2025.

+ The European Travel Information and Authorisation System (ETIAS) for visa-
exempt travellers will launch by 2026.

Dorjilung Project - Bhutan

@,

+ The Construction of the 1125-megawatt (MW) Dorjilung Hydropower Project in
Bhutan has begun with infrastructure works like roads and bridges.

Y/

+ Tata Power of India has partnered with Bhutan’s Druk Green Power Corporation
(DGPC), marking a major private sector entry in cross-border clean energy.

% The project is financed by the World Bank and is estimated to cost 1.7 billion
USD or around 150 billion Bhutanese ngultrum (Nu).

+ The project will generate 4.5 terawatt hours (TWh) annually using six turbines
with a dam located in Mongar and a reservoir extending into the Lhuentse
district.

+ Tata Power and DGPC will jointly develop 5000 MW of clean energy in Bhutan,
including solar and other major hydropower projects.

New interim government in Myanmar

+ The Myanmar's military has formally transferred power to a civilian-led interim
government while the Senior General Min Aung Hlaing retains control as acting
president and commander-in-chief.

% The nationwide state of emergency since the 2021 coup has been lifted, but the
martial law is imposed in over 60 townships due to violence risks.

% Voting for the planned election will be held in December and January in phases
across different areas because of security concerns.

Kyoto Protocol validity

s The International Court of Justice (ICJ) ruled the 1997 Kyoto Protocol remains
legally valid despite the 2015 Paris Agreement.
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+ Countries must comply with the Kyoto Protocol’s provisions and emission targets
under international law.

s The Protocol’s first commitment period was from 2008 to 2012, and the second
from 2012 to 2020.

+ The Paris Agreement did not terminate the Kyoto Protocol, but no new
commitment period was set after 2020.

+ Non-compliance with the Kyoto Protocol may be considered an internationally
wrongful act.

+ The ICJ ruling is advisory and may lead to increased climate accountability and
litigation worldwide.

EU AI Code of Practice

+ Meta Platforms refused to sign the European Commission’s Code of Practice for
General-Purpose Al (GPAI).

+ The Code is a voluntary framework linked to the EU AI Act, effective August 2,
2025.

Y/

+ It requires the documentation updates, bans Al training with paired content, and
mandates risk assessments.

First BIMSTEC Traditional Music

% The first Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic
Cooperation (BIMSTEC) Traditional Music Festival was held in New Delhi.

« Artists from India, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka and
Thailand performed, showcasing the rich musical heritage of the seven member
countries.

+ The festival named ‘SaptaSur: Seven Nations One Melody’ was organised by the
Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR).

% The initiative follows the Prime Minister’s commitment at the BIMSTEC Summit
in Thailand to strengthen regional cultural ties through music.

Indo-Burma Ramsar Initiative

+ Indo-Burma Ramsar Regional Initiative (IBRRI) was developed by the Ramsar
National Focal Points of Cambodia, Lao People's Democratic Republic (Lao PDR),
Myanmar, Thailand and Viet Nam with International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) Asia Regional Office.
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+ The initiative is supported by IUCN’s Building River Dialogue and Governance
(BRIDGE) project.

« IBRRI aims to implement the objectives of the Strategic Plan of the Ramsar
Convention through coordinated regional action.

s At the fifteenth Meeting of the Conference of the Contracting Parties (COP15) to
the Ramsar Convention, IBRRI launched its Strategic Plan 2025 to 2030.

+ The plan sets a transboundary framework to halt and reverse wetland loss across
member states.

India-Brazil Biofuel Alliance

@,

% India and Brazil are leading a strategic biofuel alliance rooted in the South-South
cooperation and clean energy transition.

Y/

+ The alliance aligns with the shared climate goals and aims to advance green
industrialisation and rural development.

Y/

+ Despite tariff tensions, India, Brazil, and the US continue to cooperate through
the Global Biofuels Alliance, launched during India’s G20 presidency in 2023.

+ The alliance promotes ethanol blending, sustainable aviation fuel, and flex-fuel
technologies to lower greenhouse gas emissions and boost energy security.

s India’s target of 20 percent ethanol blending by 2025 aligns with the Brazil’s
advanced sugarcane-based ethanol infrastructure.

+ Brazil meets over 30 percent of its vehicle fuel demand through ethanol derived
from sugarcane.

+ India is integrating feedstocks like rice straw, maize, and used cooking oil into its
ethanol production strategy.

« Brazil’s Fuels of the Future law, enacted in October 2024, mandates gradual
biodiesel blending increases from 14 percent in 2025 to 20 percent by 2030.

+ India’s policy supports 10 percent ethanol blending with plans to expand
compressed biogas and sustainable aviation fuel.

+ Petrobras of Brazil is investing 600 million US dollars in biodiesel and
biomethane projects under its 2025 plan.

% Sustainable aviation fuel can reduce emissions by up to 80 percent, but the
global supply is still limited.

Regulation on stablecoins - Hong Kong

+ Hong Kong has enforced the Stablecoins Ordinance from August 1 to license and
regulate fiat-referenced stablecoins (FRS).
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+ Issuing or marketing unlicensed stablecoins to retail investors is now illegal
under the new law.

+ The Companies must obtain a licence from the Hong Kong Monetary Authority
(HKMA) and meet strict rules on asset reserves, audits, and anti-money
laundering measures.

+ Stablecoins are crypto assets pegged to fiat currencies or commodities to keep
their value relatively stable.

% Globally, over $250 billion worth of stablecoins are in circulation, used for the
trading, remittances, and saving in volatile economies.

+ Countries like the United States, Japan, and Singapore have introduced the
stablecoin rules.

Income Classification Update for FY26

+ The World Bank Group classifies countries into four income groups: low income,
lower-middle income, upper-middle income, and high income.

+ Classifications are based on Gross National Income (GNI) per capita in US dollars
using the Atlas method.

+ These classifications are updated annually on July 1 using data from the previous
year.

+ Income classification influences a country’s development level and eligibility for
development aid and concessional financing.

< Since the late 1980s, the number of low-income countries has declined while
high-income countries have increased.

s In 1987, 30 percent of countries were low-income and 25 percent were high-
income.

+ East Asia and the Pacific reduced low-income countries from 26 percent in 1987
to 3 percent in 2024.

+ Europe and Central Asia had no low-income countries in 1987 or 2024.

« Latin America and the Caribbean saw zero low-income countries in 2024, and
high-income countries increased from 9 to 46 percent.

+ Middle East and North Africa’s low-income countries increased from 2 to 3, with
high-income countries rising to 35 percent.

% South Asia’s countries moved from all low-income in 1987 to lower-middle and
upper-middle income by 2024.

+ Sub-Saharan Africa’s low-income countries dropped from 75 percent in 1987 to
45 percent in 2024 with one country reaching high income.
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% Classification thresholds adjust yearly for inflation using the Special Drawing
Rights (SDR) deflator.

% In FY26, Costa Rica moved from upper-middle income to high income after strong
growth averaging 4.7 percent over three years.

+ Cabo Verde and Samoa had advanced from lower-middle income to upper-middle
income due to growth in tourism and remittances.

+ Namibia was dropped from upper-middle income to lower-middle income due to
slower GDP growth and population revisions.

IEA Mid-Year Electricity Update 2025

+ Global electricity demand is forecast to grow by 3.3% in 2025 and 3.7% in 2026,
outpacing the 2015-2023 average of 2.6%.

Y/

+ China and India will account for 60% of global electricity demand growth through
2026.

+ The Wind and solar PV are expected to meet over 90% of demand growth in 2025,
with combined generation set to surpass 6,000 TWh in 2026.

Y/

s The Coal-fired power generation declined in China and India in early 2025 but
rose in the United States and European Union due to fuel switching.

% Global power sector CO2 emissions are expected to plateau in 2025 and slightly
decline in 2026 due to renewables growth.

s Nuclear power generation is on track to reach a record high in 2025.

+ Wholesale electricity prices rose 30-40% in the United States and the EU in early
2025 due to higher gas prices, while negative price hours increased in Germany
and Spain.

India and the Philippines strategic partnership

% On August 5, 2025, India and the Philippines established a Strategic Partnership
during Philippine President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.’s State Visit to India.

s A comprehensive Plan of Action for 2025 to 2029 was outlined to guide the
partnership.

+ The partnership builds on 75 years of diplomatic relations and the 1952 Treaty
of Friendship.

+ Cooperation will cover political, defence, security, maritime, trade, investment,
science, technology, health, agriculture, digital technologies, culture, tourism,
and people-to-people exchanges.
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+ Both nations support a free, open, and rules-based Indo-Pacific region adhering
to international law, including the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea.

s Economic focus includes boosting bilateral trade worth USD 3.3 billion in 2024-
25 and concluding a Preferential Trade Agreement.

Russia and INF Treaty

R/

% Russia officially ended its commitment to the 1987 Intermediate-Range Nuclear
Forces (INF) Treaty.

Y/

+ Cited reasons include the US deployment of the Typhon missile system in the
Philippines and the repositioning of two nuclear submarines near Russian
shores.

+ The INF Treaty was signed in 1987 by the United States and the Soviet Union.

Y/

+ It aims to eliminate ground-launched ballistic and cruise missiles with ranges of
500 to 5,500 km.

% It was the first major arms control deal to eliminate an entire class of nuclear
weapons and included on-site inspections.

Y/

+ The treaty had already weakened after the United States formally withdrew in
2019.

30 years of ISA

+ The International Seabed Authority (ISA) concluded its 30th assembly session on
6 August 2025.

% The session had marked 30 years since ISA’s creation under the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

+ ISA advanced work on a Common Heritage Fund to support sustainability and
fair benefit-sharing.

% An Economic Planning Commission was also made operational to evaluate the
impacts of seabed mining.

+ November 1 was officially adopted as International Deep Seabed Day.

s ISA manages seabed mineral resources beyond national borders, covering 54%
of the world’s oceans.

Taiwan Recall Vote

s All 24 opposition lawmakers from the Kuomintang party survived a recall vote
backed by the Democratic Progressive Party and the Bluebird Movement.
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+ The recall was triggered by accusations of the opposition aligning with China and
passing laws without following constitutional procedures.

+ The Democratic Progressive Party aimed to flip six seats to regain a majority in
the 113-member Legislative Yuan after losing it in the 2024 elections.

% A second round of recall voting against seven more Kuomintang lawmakers is set
for late August 2025 as political tensions remain high.

+ The Recall Act is a rarely used constitutional instrument, permitting citizens to
remove elected officials.

Global Centre for Nuclear Energy Partnership

@,

+ GCNEP has signed memorandums of understanding (MoUs) with 17 countries
and international agencies, including the IAEA.

+ Global Centre for Nuclear Energy Partnership (GCNEP) is the sixth research and
development unit under the Department of Atomic Energy (DAE).

% GCNEP focuses on capacity building and international collaboration in the field
of nuclear energy.

Y/

+ It works with global partners, including the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), to promote safe, secure and sustainable nuclear energy.

UN Conference on Landlocked Countries

+ The Third United Nations Conference on Landlocked Developing Countries was
held in Awaza, Turkmenistan.

+ The conference ended with the adoption of the Awaza Political Declaration.
+ It also approved the Awaza Programme of Action for 2024 to 2034.
+ The theme of the event was "Driving Progress Through Partnerships".

+ The aim was to support 32 landlocked developing countries facing trade and
transport challenges.

+ Turkmenistan includes a health plan called Global Medicine of the Future.

« It promoted a Global Atlas of Sustainable Transport Connectivity, first shown at
COP28 in Dubai.

% It launched a hydrogen energy programme for 2030 to 2040.

s It proposed a global framework for the circular economy to cut waste and boost
reuse.

% Turkmenistan highlighted the Caspian Environmental Initiative to protect the sea
region.
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s It supported the UN Aral Sea Basin Programme to solve one of the world’s worst
environmental crises.

+ It also promoted 2025 as the International Year of Peace and Trust.

+ This marks 30 years of Turkmenistan’s neutrality and 80 years of the United
Nations.

Thailand and Cambodia ceasefire

+ Thailand and Cambodia held four-day talks in Malaysia to finalise a ceasefire
after deadly border clashes.

Y/

+ The ceasefire was brokered by ASEAN, chaired by Malaysia, with support from
the United States.

% Tariffs on goods between the two countries were reduced from 36% to 19% as
part of the ceasefire deal.

Y/

+ Discussions included plans for an ASEAN-led monitoring team, though the
territorial dispute near the Preah Vihear temple, Cambodia, remains unresolved.

Azerbaijan and Armenia’s Peace Deal
+ Azerbaijan and Armenia signed a peace agreement in Washington.

+ The deal ends nearly four decades of conflict over the Nagorno-Karabakh region
following Azerbaijan’s military campaign in 2023.

+ The two countries agreed to create a transit corridor called the Trump Route.

+ It will connect Azerbaijan and its Nakhchivan exclave through Armenian territory
under Armenian law.

+ The Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe Minsk Group (OSCE
Minsk Group), which mediated the conflict since 1992, will be dissolved.

SheLeads II Program

+ The second edition of the United Nations (UN) Women’s SheLeads II programme
was held in New Delhi.

s The UN Women India Country Office organises the workshop to build capacity in
women’s public and political leadership.

+ The programme follows the passing of the Women’s Reservation Act 2023, which
mandates a 33 per cent reservation for women in the Lok Sabha and the State
Legislative Assemblies.
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ShelLeads aims to equip women with skills and networks to contest future
national and state elections and strengthen gender equality in governance.

Global Plastic Production in 2024

Y/
°

Y/

A study by Eunomia and Zero Carbon Analytics shows that seven countries
produced two-thirds of the most used plastics in 2024.

China alone accounted for 34 per cent of the global production of polyethylene,
polypropylene, polyethylene terephthalate and polystyrene.

This output is equal to the combined total of the next six top-producing countries.

The United States followed with 13 per cent, while Saudi Arabia and South Korea
each contributed 5 per cent.

India produced 4 per cent, Japan 3 per cent, and Germany 2 percent of the total.

China’s state-owned Sinopec was the top plastic producer globally with 5.4
percent of total output.

Sleeping Sickness free - Kenya

@,
0’0

WHO certified Kenya as free of human African trypanosomiasis as a public health
problem.

Kenya became the 10t country to achieve this milestone in eliminating sleeping
sickness.

Human African trypanosomiasis is caused by protozoan parasites spread by
infected tsetse flies.

The disease causes fever headaches joint pain and in advanced stages leads to
confusion sleep disruption and behavioural changes.

Kenya earlier eliminated Guinea worm disease and was certified free of it in 2018.

India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor

The ongoing Israel-Gaza war has disrupted the IMEC corridor’s progress.

The India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) aims to cut shipping
time from India to Europe by about 40% through enhanced connectivity.

IMEC’s route includes two legs:
o India to the UAE and Gulf via ports and rail, and
o From Israel’s Haifa port to Europe via Greece and Italy.

The project was announced in 2023 during India’s G20 Presidency.
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+ The conflict increases risks like higher insurance premiums for shipping and
worsens geopolitical tensions that undermine IMEC’s implementation.

+ Despite challenges, India’s strong ties with the UAE and Saudi Arabia keep parts
of the corridor viable, particularly the India-Gulf leg.

Alaska summit

+ India endorsed the 2025 Alaska summit between U.S. President Donald Trump
and Russian President Vladimir Putin.

+ The summit aimed at to help end the conflict in Ukraine.

+ But there is no fruitful outcome reached regarding the Russia-Ukraine conflict

Palestine recognition - Australia

@,

% Australia will recognise the state of Palestine at the United Nations General
Assembly in September.

Y/

+ This move follows similar decisions made by Spain, Ireland, Norway, the United
Kingdom, France, Canada, and New Zealand.

% Recognition is based on commitments from the Palestinian Authority to
demilitarise, hold general elections, and recognise Israel’s right to exist.

Y/

+ A total of 147 out of 193 United Nations member states currently recognise the
state of Palestine.

Global Outlook Council on Water Investments (GOCWI)

% South African President Cyril Ramaphosa launched GOCWI and invited the
Indian PM and other global leaders to join as council members.

% GOCWI, a G20 initiative, aims to prioritise water investment in global climate and
finance discussions.

« It will track progress, unlock finance, and align actions across G20, UN, MDBs,
and the private sector.

% The Africa Water Investment Programme (AWIP) will now scale into a Global Water
Investment Platform (GWIP).

% The launch took place during the Africa Water Investment Summit 2025, under
South Africa’s G20 presidency.

% Council members include leaders from India, Brazil, the UK, Germany, Mexico,
Saudi Arabia, Australia, the EU, Angola, and Senegal.
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India-UK Trade Compact 2025

% India and the UK signed the Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement
(CETA) on July 27, 2025.

+ Also, this pact includes a dedicated chapter on digital trade.

+ The agreement recognises electronic signatures and contracts and commits both
sides to work towards mutual recognition.

+ This reduces paperwork and facilitates smoother software exports.

+ The agreement commits to zero customs duties on electronic transmissions,
protecting a $30 billion software export market.

« But there is a concern that, India has limited its regulatory control by banning
routine source-code inspections.

« The UK is India’s 4th largest export market, with export growth of 25% in 2024-
25 over the previous year.

Rubella Elimination - Nepal
+ Nepal has eliminated rubella as a public health problem, confirmed by the WHO.
% The rubella vaccine was introduced in Nepal’s immunization program in 2012.

+ Rubella is a contagious viral infection that can cause serious birth defects if
pregnant women are infected.

s By 2024, over 95% of Nepal’s population had received at least one dose of the
rubella vaccine.

+ Nepal is the sixth country in the WHO South-East Asia Region to achieve rubella
elimination.

+ The South-East Asia Region targets measles and rubella elimination by 2026.

Sakura Science Program 2025

« The Sakura Science Programme is organized by the Japan Science and
Technology Agency (JST).

« It aims to promote scientific learning and cultural exchange among youth.

% India joined the programme in 2016 and has since sent 619 students and 91
supervisors to Japan.

% In 2025, 34 Indian students and 2 supervisors from Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalayas and government schools across Andaman & Nicobar, Ladakh,
Mizoram, Nagaland, and Tripura will visit Japan.
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Freezone Passport’ — Dubai
Dubai has introduced ‘One Freezone Passport’.

This new scheme allows companies licensed in one free zone to expand operations
into other free zones across the emirate without requiring an additional licence.

Globally renowned luxury brand, Louis Vuitton, has become the first corporate
member under this scheme.

Dubai has more than 20 free zones that contribute significantly to non-oil trade,
offering 100 per cent foreign ownership and tax exemptions.

Lipulekh Pass revival

Y/
0.0
Y/
0.0

Y/

0.0

Y/
0.0

The recent agreement between India and China to reopen border trade through
the Lipulekh Pass in Uttarakhand has triggered an issue in Nepal.

Nepal claims that the Lipulekh falls within its territory.

The India-Nepal border was defined by the 1816 Sugauli Treaty, which set the
Kali River as the boundary.

As per Nepal’s view, the Kali River originates in Limpiyadhura, making the
disputed region its territory under the Sugauli Treaty.

As per India, the river begins in Kalapani village, meaning the region falls within
Indian territory.

Research Hub in India

The International Solar Alliance (ISA) will establish 17 centres of excellence in
different countries by year-end, offering testing, lab training, and startup
ecosystems.

[SA plans to create a Global Capability Centre in India to act as a hub connecting
these centres, similar to a “Silicon Valley for solar.”

India has installed about 119 GW of solar capacity as of July 2025, with solar
comprising 48% of its non-fossil power capacity.

ISA aims to unlock $1 trillion in solar investments by 2030 and support global
solar adoption with human capital from India.

Sustainable Power 1404 drill

R/
0‘0

@
0‘0

Iran conducted its first military drill after the 12-day war with Israel.

Cruise missiles were launched at sea targets in the Gulf of Oman and Indian
Ocean.

115

-*g TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM


https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM

Information is a Blessing

SHANKAR
IAS ACADEMY
.

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

+ Drones carried out surveillance operations across key maritime zones.

+» The drill aimed to project strength after Israeli strikes on air defense and nuclear
sites.

First Famine in West Asia

+ The United Nations (UN) has confirmed the first officially recorded famine in West
Asia, occurring in Gaza as of August 15, 2025.

« Approximately 500,000 people in Gaza are experiencing severe food insecurity,
according to UN assessments.

+ The confirmation was made by the UN Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), citing verified data.

+ The Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) reported daily hunger-
related deaths in 1 out of 5 homes and 1 in 3 children affected by malnutrition.

« IPC forecasts indicate famine-level conditions may spread to Deir al-Balah and
Khan Younis regions by late September 2025.

Druzhba Pipeline

+ Hungary and Slovakia reported supply disruptions after Ukraine’s drone and
missile strikes on Russia’s Druzhba oil pipeline.

+ The Druzhba pipeline transports Russian oil to Hungary and Slovakia and passes
near the Russian-Belarusian border.

« The Druzhba pipeline remains exempt from the European Union’s ban on
Russian oil imports imposed after 2022.

Mercator map of Earth

+ The African Union (AU) has endorsed the ‘Correct the Map’ campaign to replace
the Mercator map projection with alternatives such as the Equal Earth map.

+ The Mercator projection widely used in schools, media, and online platforms.

« It systematically distorts the sizes of landmasses, shrinking Africa while inflating
Europe, North America, and Greenland.

+ The Mercator projection was designed in 1569 by Flemish cartographer Gerardus
Mercator, who was trying to solve a navigation problem.

+ When a ship follows a fixed compass direction, the path it traces — called the
rhumb line — is a curve on most flat maps.

s Mercator’s projection stretched the north-south scale so that all rhumb lines
appeared as straight lines.
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Mercator distorted scale means, landmasses close to the poles appeared larger
while those near the equator appeared smaller than in reality.

As a result, Africa, which covers 30 million sq. km, often appears on Mercator
maps roughly as large as Greenland, which is 14x smaller.

Europe also looks comparable in size to Africa although the continent is a third
as large.

Similarly, Canada, Russia, and northern Europe appear bloated while tropical
regions like Africa, South America, and India are diminished.

The alternative to the Mercator projection - Equal Earth projection was created
in 2018.

Another option is the Gall-Peters projection repopularised in the 1970s.

ECONOMY

Job creation since 2017-18

Y/
0.0

The number of employed people rising from 47.5 crore in 2017-18 to 64.33 crore
in 2023-24.

The Worker Population Ratio (WPR) for women aged 15 and above increased from
28.7% in 2019-20 to 40.3% in 2023-24.

Labour force participation rate rose from 49.8% (2017-18) to 60.1% (2023-24).
Worker population ratio increased from 46.8% to 58.2%
Unemployment rate dropped from 6% to 3.2%

Youth unemployment rate fell from 17.8% to 10.2% - below the global average of
13.3%.

Unclaimed Bank Deposits — 2025

The quantum of unclaimed deposits with Indian banks stood at Rs 67,003 crore
as at the end of the June quarter.

State Bank of India (SBI) is accounting for 29 per cent of all such deposits.

87 per cent of all unclaimed deposits were with public sector banks.

Private banks, on the other hand, held unclaimed deposits of Rs 8,673.72 crore.
ICICI Bank has a the most, at Rs 2,063.45 crore.
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New norms for co-op bank expansion

+ RBI proposes Eligibility Criteria for Business Authorisation (ECBA) to replace the
existing Financially Sound and Well Managed (FSWM) rules.

« ECBA will govern approvals for new branches, ATMs, and infrastructure by urban
co-operative banks (UCBs).

+ Banks must meet norms on capital adequacy, asset quality, and show profits for
the last two financial years.

s Net non-performing assets (NPAs) must not exceed three per cent.

+ Banks must have maintained the required cash reserve ratio (CRR) and statutory
liquidity ratio (SLR) without default.

+ ECBA validity will extend up to 30 September of the following financial year.

Banking Laws (Amendment) Act 2025

@,

% The Banking Laws (Amendment) Act 2025 will come into force on August 1 to
improve governance and protect depositors and investors.

Y/

+ The Act enhances the audit quality in public sector banks and extends Director
tenure in cooperative banks except for Chairperson and whole-time Directors.

s The “substantial interest” threshold is raised from 5 lakh rupees to 2 crore
rupees, a limit unchanged since 1968.

+ Director tenure in the cooperative banks is increased from 8 to 10 years, aligning
with the 97th Constitutional Amendment.

+ The Act includes 19 amendments across five legislations, including the Reserve
Bank of India Act 1934 and the Banking Regulation Act 1949.

AU Small Finance Bank - First Universal Bank

+ AU Small Finance Bank (AU SFB) received in-principal approval from the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) to transition from a Small Finance Bank (SFB) to a Universal
Bank.

+ This marks AU SFB as the first Small Finance Bank in India to get RBI approval
for universal banking status.

% AU Small Finance Bank began operations in 1996 as AU Financiers and became
a Small Finance Bank in April 2017.

% The bank is India’s largest Small Finance Bank by scale and service reach.

Electronics Exports in Q1 FY26

+ India’s electronics exports rose over 47 per cent year-on-year in Q1 of the
financial year 2026.
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Total export value reached 12.4 billion US dollars compared to 8.43 billion US
dollars in Q1 of the financial year 2025.

Mobile phone exports grew 55 per cent from 4.9 billion US dollars to 7.6 billion
US dollars.

Non-mobile electronics exports increased 37 per cent from 3.53 billion US dollars
to 4.8 billion US dollars.

Total electronics exports rose from 29.1 billion US dollars in the financial year
2024 to 38.6 billion US dollars in the financial year 2025.

The India Cellular and Electronics Association (ICEA) expects exports to reach
between 46 and 50 billion US dollars by the end of the financial year 2026.

Electronics production in India increased from 31 billion US dollars in the
financial year 2015 to 133 billion US dollars in the financial year 2025.

Imports and exports 2025-26

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) survey forecasts merchandise imports to grow by 2.5
per cent in 2025-26.

Merchandise exports are projected to grow by 1.2 per cent in 2025-26.

Imports’ growth is more than double the exports growth in the current financial
year.

In 2026-27, exports are expected to grow by 4.9 per cent and imports by 6.0 per
cent in US dollar terms.

The trade imbalance is expected to cause a current account deficit (CAD) of 0.8
per cent of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in 2025-26.

The CAD is projected to rise slightly to 0.9 per cent of GDP in 2026-27.

India's real GDP growth is forecast at 6.4 per cent in 2025-26 and 6.7 per cent
in 2026-27.

Consumer Price Index (CPI) inflation forecast at 3.1 per cent in 2025-26.
CPI inflation expected to rise to 4.4 per cent in 2026-27.

CPI inflation excluding food, beverages, tobacco, intoxicants, fuel and light is
expected at 4.4 per cent in Q2 of 2025-26.

GST notice to small vendors

R/
0‘0

@
0.0

Karnataka Commercial Taxes Department used UPI data to identify tax evaders.

Notices were sent to thousands of small vendors suspected of evading taxes.
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s GST exempts small businesses with a turnover under 240 lakh for goods and 320
lakh for services.

+ However, vendors selling taxable items alongside exempt goods may owe taxes.

« By 2025, UPI transactions reached 3260 lakh crore annually, capturing 28% of
retail payments.

% In FY25, 70% of UPI transactions were peer-to-peer and 30% peer-to-merchant.

India’s Export Growth in 2024-25
% India exported goods valued at $437.4 billion during 2024-25.

% It was 0.1% higher than the $437.1 billion in the previous financial year ended
March 31, 2025.

% During April-June 2025, total exports, at $112 billion, were 1.7% up over the
$110.1 billion for April-June 2024.

Y/

% India’s agricultural produce exports registered 6.4% growth, from $48.8 billion
in 2023-24 to $51.9 billion in 2024-25.

% Iftrends hold, farm exports could even touch $55 billion in 2025-26, crossing the
previous record of $53.2 billion in 2022-23.

% The country had an overall deficit of $282.8 billion in its overall merchandise
trade account during 2024-25.

% Gujarat remained India’s top exporting state for the fifth consecutive year with
exports worth %9.83 trillion accounting for 26.6 per cent of India’s total exports.

India’s retail inflation — July 2025

+ The headline retail inflation rate fell to an eight-year low of 1.55 per cent in July
2025.

+ It is measured by the Consumer Price Index (CPI) of National Statistical Office
(NSO).

% Now it has come under the lower-bound of the RBI’s flexible inflation target of 2-
6 per cent for the first time since January 2019.

s So far in 2025-26, CPI inflation has averaged 2.4 per cent.

+ The CPI calculates the difference in the price of commodities and services such
as food, medical care, education, electronics etc, which Indian consumers buy
for use.

s The CPI has several sub-groups including food and beverages, fuel and light,
housing and clothing, bedding and footwear.
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GST restructuration

+ The Finance Ministry has proposed a simplified two-tier GST system with
“standard” and “merit” slabs.

+ Special rates will be maintained for select goods outside the two primary slabs.

+ There are plans to reduce GST on common household and aspirational goods to
boost affordability and consumption.

+ The end of the compensation cess has created fiscal space for rate rationalisation.

+ The proposal aims to correct inverted duty structures to reduce the accumulation
of input tax credit.

+ The current four-tier system is 5%, 12%, 18%, and 28%.
% Only 5% and 18% slabs will be retained.
« It would entail entirely doing away with the 12% and 28% tax brackets.

% A lower concessional rate below 1% and a high “sin rate” of 40% on just five to
seven items each will be introduced.

%+ 99% of items currently in the 12% slab will be moved to the 5% rate and 90% of
goods and services in the 28% bracket will move to 18%.

Y/

+ There will be no cess of any kind over and above the GST rates.

Wholesale Price Index 2025

% Wholesale Price Index (WPI) inflation remained in the negative zone for the second
consecutive month at - 0.58% in July 2025.

s In June 2025, WPI inflation stood at - 0.13%, while it was 2.10% in July 2024.
% Food articles recorded a deflation of 6.29% in July, compared to 3.75% in June.

s Vegetables saw a sharp price drop, with the deflation at 28.96% in July, against
22.65% in June.

% Inflation in manufactured products increased slightly to 2.05% in July, from
1.97% in June.

+ Fuel and power recorded a deflation of 2.43% in July, compared to 2.65% in the
previous month.

% Retail inflation in July dropped to an 8-year low of 1.55%.

+ The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) kept the benchmark policy rate unchanged at
5.5% earlier in August.
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India’s Top Export Countries 2024
+ India’s exports reached USD 778.21 billion in 2023-24.

+ This includes merchandise exports worth USD 437.10 billion and services
exports of USD 341.11 billion.

+ The export value rose by 67% compared to 2013-14.
+ The United States (USA) was India’s top export destination with a 17.90% share.

+ The United Arab Emirates (UAE) followed with 8.23%, and the Netherlands came
third at 5.16%.

s Together, the top 10 countries accounted for 50.98% of India’s total exports.
% North America remained India’s leading export region from 2004 to 2024.

+ The rest of the top 10 include China (3.85%), Singapore (3.33%), the UK (3.00%),
Saudi Arabia (2.67%), Bangladesh (2.55%), Germany (2.27%), and Italy (2.02%).

India’s oil import

% India imported 2 million barrels per day (bpd) of Russian oil in August, up from
1.6 million bpd in July.

+ Russian oil made up 38 per cent of the 5.2 million bpd imported by India in the
first half of August.

s Imports from Iraq fell to 730,000 bpd and Saudi Arabia to 526,000 bpd, down
from 700,000 bpd in July.

% The United States was the fifth largest supplier at 264,000 bpd, as per Kpler data.

Off-budget borrowings of states

% Off-budget borrowings (OBB) rose to 329,335 crore in FY25 from 321,251 crore
in FY24.

s Off-budget borrowings had peaked at 367,181 crore in FY21 during the Covid-19
pandemic.

+ The central government discontinued its own off-budget borrowing practices from
FY23.

s Since FY22, the Centre has included debt raised by state-owned entities under
Article 293(3) borrowing limits.

% States are opting for the Centre’s Special Assistance to States for Capital
Investment (SASCI) scheme offering 50-year interest-free loans.

s A CareEdge Ratings report says budgets of 13 major states project a 3.2% fiscal
deficit in FY26.

122


https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

-**2 TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM

ol Information is a Blessing

SHANKAR
IAS ACADEMY
.

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

+ Maharashtra topped off-budget borrowings in FY25 at *13,990 crore, followed by
Karnataka at 5,438 crore.

s Telangana and Kerala recorded 22,697 crore and 3983 crore, respectively, in
FY25.

« In FY24, Maharashtra had 27,700 crore in off-budget borrowings, followed by
Kerala at 34,688 crore.

% States like Madhya Pradesh, West Bengal, and Uttar Pradesh rely heavily on
central government transfers.

+ Richer states like Haryana, Telangana, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, and Maharashtra
finance most of their budgets through their revenues.

Y/

+ States use off-budget borrowings to fund welfare schemes and infrastructure
without breaching fiscal deficit targets.

Y/

% Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu each borrowed over 1.2 lakh crore through open
market sources in FY25.

Electronics exports in Q1

+ India’s electronics exports rose over 47% in Q1 of 2025-26.

% Electronics production grew from $31 billion in 2014-15 to $133 billion in 2024-
25.

% Mobile manufacturing units increased from 2 in 2014 to over 300 in 2025.

+ India is the world’s second-largest mobile phone manufacturer.

Fiscal Stability Progress under the FRBM Act 2003

+ The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG)’s 2023-24 review of the Fiscal
Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) Act 2003 shows India is
progressing toward long-term macroeconomic stability.

+ Central government debt declined to 57% of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in
March 2024, down from 61.38% in the financial year (FY) 2020-21.

% General Government Debt (GGD) dropped slightly from 83% of GDP in March
2022 to 81.3% in March 2023, still above the 60% target.

+ Debt Sustainability Analysis (DSA) considers a stable or falling debt-to-GDP ratio
as a sign of sustainable fiscal policy.

+ Unrealised taxes stood at ¥31.11 lakh crore at the end of FY 2023-24, rising by
%9.81 lakh crore from FY 2022-23.
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India’s Interest Bill in FY26

+ India’s interest payments are projected to rise to 312.76 trillion in FY26, nearly
triple the amount from a decade ago.

% Government debt rose from %71 trillion (51.5% of GDP) in FY16 to a projected
%200 trillion (56.1% of GDP) by FY26.

s Public debt in FY25 stood at ¥185.94 trillion, including ¥157.11 trillion internal,
X8.74 trillion external, and %¥20.09 trillion in public account liabilities.

+ The debt-to-GDP ratio peaked at 61.4% in FY21 due to pandemic-driven fiscal
expansion and is targeted to be reduced to 50% by 2031.

s Benchmark 10-year bond yields averaged 6.6% in FY21, now hovering around
6.5-6.55%, with a recent low of 6.4% in April 2025.

+ The fiscal deficit shrank to 0.8% of the budgeted target in May 2025 from 3.1% a
year earlier, with FY25 closing at 4.8% of GDP.

Y/

+ The government uses bond buybacks and switches to ease repayment pressure,
spread liabilities, and manage refinancing risks.

Liquidity management framework

+ The RBI's Internal Working Group (IWG) proposed discontinuing the 14-day
variable rate repo as the main liquidity tool.

+ They suggested using weekly operations and fine-tuning instruments for better
flexibility.

+ The weighted average call rate (WACR) will remain the operating target.

% Reserve requirements and averaging help manage rate volatility, but banks
underutilise them.

+ Lowering daily reserve minimums could improve liquidity usage and reduce
costs.

India’s pharmaceutical exports

+ India’s pharmaceutical exports rose 5.21 percent to 7.57 billion dollars in the
first quarter of the financial year 2025-26.

+ Imports increased by 4.21 percent to 786 million dollars during the same period.

+ Last financial year, pharmaceutical exports increased 9.39 percent to 30.47
billion dollars from 27.85 billion dollars in FY 2023-24.

s Major import categories were bulk drugs and drug intermediaries, accounting for
46 percent of total pharma imports.
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Seafood Exports in FY2024-25
% India’s seafood exports reached $7.45 billion in FY 2024-25.

« Export volume fell from 17,81,602 metric tonnes in FY 2023-24 to 16,98,170
metric tonnes in FY 2024-25.

% Frozen shrimp remained the top export item, earning $5.17 billion and
contributing nearly 70% of total seafood revenue.

% Shrimp exports rose slightly in volume to 7,41,529 metric tonnes from 7,16,004
metric tonnes the previous year.

% The United States was the largest buyer with imports worth $2.71 billion,
followed by China at $1.28 billion.

+ Frozen fish and squid ranked as the second and third top exports, valued at
$622.60 million and $367.68 million, respectively.

Y/

+ India currently exports seafood to over 130 countries and aims to expand value-
added offerings for premium global markets.

Outbound Investments in FY25

% India’s outbound investments rose by 67.74 percent to $41.6 billion in FY 2024-
25 from $24.8 billion the previous year.

+ The number of deals increased by 15 percent, reflecting growing global confidence
in Indian businesses.

+ The rise was supported by ESG (environmental, social and governance) priorities,
global tax reforms, and GIFT (Gujarat International Finance Tec-City).

% New destinations like the UAE, Luxembourg, and Switzerland gained favour due
to progressive tax and regulatory frameworks.

« GIFT City in Gujarat saw a 100 percent rise in outbound flows over two years,
offering tax clarity and operational efficiency.

India’s crude oil imports in July

% India’s crude oil imports dropped 8.7 per cent in July to 18.56 million metric
tons, the lowest since February 2024.

+ The country’s fuel consumption also fell 4.3 per cent month-on-month to 19.43
million tons.

% Year-on-year, crude oil imports declined by 4.3 per cent from 19.40 million tons
in July 2024.

s Imports of refined petroleum products fell 12.8 per cent to 4.31 million tons, while
product exports decreased 2.1 per cent to 5.02 million tons.
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« U.S. tariffs of up to 50 per cent on Indian goods, effective August 27, target India’s
purchase of Russian oil.

+ Despite tariff threats, Indian refiners plan to continue buying discounted Russian
oil for upcoming deliveries.

Personal income tax collection

R/

+ Personal income tax collections have surpassed corporate taxes for the first time
in India's history.

+ The share of personal income tax in total direct taxes rose sharply from 38.1 per
cent in FY14 to 53.4 per cent in FY24.

Y/

+ Corporate taxes declined from 61.9 per cent to 46.6 per cent over the same period.

Y/

% The number of individual income tax return filers surged 2.3 times, from 30.5
million in FY14 to 69.7 million in FY23.

+ The number of active GST taxpayers rose from 12.4 million in 2019 to 14.7
million in 2024.

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

NISAR satellite Launch

+ ISRO has launched the NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar Satellite (NISAR)-
the most expensive civilian Earth observation satellite ever built.

% NISAR is a technological marvel designed to monitor the earthquakes, glacial
movements, carbon sequestration, and climate change-induced disasters such
as glacial lake outbursts.

+ GSLV-F16 is the 18th flight of India's Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle
(GSLV) and the 12th flight with the Indigenous Cryogenic stage.

+ This is the first mission with GSLV being used to place a satellite in the sun-
synchronous polar orbit.

+ The mission is expected to serve not only India and the US, but also aid global
decision-making and emergency response efforts.

Test Facility for Depleted Heavy Water Upgradation

+ India has inaugurated its first private test facility for the upgrading of depleted
heavy water.
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% Mumbai-based TEMA India has been entrusted with testing the equipment highly
required for upgrading of depleted heavy water.

s Heavy water (D20) is a form of water (H20) with deuterium, a heavier isotope of
hydrogen, instead of regular hydrogen.

+ It is used as a coolant as well as moderator for slowing down the fast-moving
neutrons during a chain reaction.

« D20 needs to be 99.9% pure for working efficiently.
« But with time, it gets contaminated with light or regular water.

+ So, it was requiring the depleted D20 to be upgraded back to 99.9% using a
distillation process.

+ India has set its eyes at achieving 100 GW of installed nuclear energy capacity
by 2047.

+ There are 24 nuclear reactors operational in India, with an installed capacity of
8,780 MW.

Gazap and Hayalet bombs

s Turky’s Gazap is a 970 kg (2,000-pound) bomb dispersing 10.16 fragments per
square meter, three times stronger than standard MK-series bombs.

+ Hayalet is a bunker-busting bomb that penetrates up to 90 meters in hardened
surfaces like concrete and steel.

+ Both bombs are deployable from Turkish F-16 and F-4 fighter jets, with Gazap
planned for future drone use.

India’s first Al-ready cloud computer

% Reliance Jio unveiled JioPC, India’s first Al-ready cloud-based virtual desktop
platform designed for flexible computing.

+ It offers on-demand upgrades with a subscription-based model and provides Al
tools for learning work and daily tasks.

+ JioPC has partnered with Adobe to offer free access to Adobe Express along with
key Al tools suitable for students, professionals and businesses.

CRIB blood group

% A 38-year-old woman from Kolar near Bengaluru is the first known person with
the ultra-rare CRIB blood group.

@

+ CRIB stands for Chromosome Region Identified as Blood group and is part of the
Indian Rare Antigen (INRA) system.
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+ This new blood group lacks a common antigen, making transfusions extremely
complex and only compatible with CRIB-negative blood.

+ The CRIB plays a crucial role in preventing Hemolytic Disease of the Fetus and
Newborn (HDFN) during pregnancy.

+ Fewer than 10 cases of CRIB blood group are known worldwide, marking it the
rarest blood group to date.

NISAR Satellite’s Observation

+ The NASA-Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) Synthetic Aperture Radar
(NISAR) satellite mission cost over 1.5 billion USD.

+ NISAR carries two radars, L-band from NASA and S-band from ISRO, operating
together to scan Earth’s surface in detail.

+« It will monitor land changes, ice sheets, wildfires, and more with a 12-meter dish
from 747 km altitude every 12 days.

+ It can detect vertical ground movements as small as 1 centimetre, helping predict
disasters like earthquakes and landslides.

Y/

+ ISRO contributed the satellite bus radar and launch services, marking a key
Indo-US collaboration in space science.

HOPE Analogue Mission

+ ISRO launched the Himalayan Outpost for Planetary Exploration (HOPE) mission
in Tso Kar Valley, Ladakh.

% ISRO is collaborating with the Indian Institute of Space Science and Technology
(IIST), Rajiv Gandhi Centre for Biotechnology (RGCB), IIT Hyderabad, IIT Bombay,
and the Institute of Aerospace Medicine Bengaluru.

% The mission was conducted at 4530 metres where the mission simulates Mars-
like conditions, including high ultraviolet radiation, low air pressure and extreme
cold.

+ It tests human physiological and psychological responses for future Moon and
Mars missions.

+ The Experiments include the oxygen starvation, radiation exposure and isolation
endurance.

% Previous related missions are the Ladakh Human Analogue Mission - November
2024 and the isolation study Anugami - July 2025.
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Cimon Al

R/

+ The Crew Interactive Mobile Companion (Cimon) is an artificial intelligence robot
developed to support astronauts on the International Space Station.

+» The project focuses on reducing the workload, improving the time efficiency, and
lowering stress during extended space missions.

« Cimon floats freely inside the station and operates through hands-free voice
control for easy access to procedures and information.

+ Cimon helps astronauts by showing step-by-step instructions or videos during
maintenance and experiments.

Y/

% It functions as a mobile camera for live or recorded documentation of scientific
tasks.

Shortest day in 2025
s August 5, 2025, was shorter by 1.34 milliseconds than the standard 24 hours.

@,

+ The change was due to the shifts in the Earth’s inner core and fluctuations in
atmospheric and oceanic pressure.

+ When the core slows down, the outer layers spin slightly faster to conserve the
angular momentum.

% Ocean currents, winds, and lunar gravity also influence Earth’s rotation and day
length.

+ This shortening does not affect daily life but impacts systems that rely on precise
timekeeping, like atomic clocks and the Global Positioning System.

+ The Earth’s shortest day so far was July 5, 2024, when rotation finished 1.66
milliseconds early.

Hepatitis D — Carcinogenic
% WHO has officially classified the Hepatitis D virus (HDV) as carcinogenic.

+ Hepatitis D requires Hepatitis B virus (HBV) to replicate and increases the risk of
liver cancer two to six times more than HBV alone.

% Around 75 percent of Hepatitis D patients may develop liver cirrhosis within 15
years.

s Co-infection of Hepatitis B and D leads to more severe liver disease than Hepatitis
B alone.

+ Universal Hepatitis B vaccination can indirectly prevent Hepatitis D, but current
vaccine coverage in India remains low at around 50 percent.
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+ The WHO expects this carcinogenic classification to boost funding for research
and global surveillance for HDV-related liver cancer.

BharatGen Al
< BharatGen was launched at the BharatGen Summit in New Delhi.

% It is India’s first indigenously developed government-funded Artificial
Intelligence-based Multimodal Large Language Model for Indian languages.

« Currently, the models span nine languages: Hindi, Marathi, Tamil, Malayalam,
Bengali, Punjabi, Gujarati, Telugu, and Kannada.

s It will cover all 22 scheduled Indian languages by June 2026

+ BharatGen is developed under the National Mission on Interdisciplinary Cyber-
Physical Systems.

+ It is designed to support ethical, inclusive and multilingual Artificial Intelligence
rooted in Indian values.

« It aims to provide Artificial Intelligence solutions for healthcare, education,
agriculture and governance.

NASA’s OCO-2 Mission

s NASA's Orbiting Carbon Observatory 2 (OCO-2) satellite has been operational
since 2014.

+ The satellite provides the key data for the climate change research, including CO-
emission tracking, crop monitoring, and supporting the Paris Agreement.

% The Trump administration has reportedly instructed NASA to prepare
termination plans for OCO-2 and OCO-3 instruments despite ongoing operations.

% OCO-2 would be destroyed if decommissioned, as it would burn up in Earth’s
atmosphere with no recovery option.

% NASA is exploring private funding to continue OCO-3 operations on the
International Space Station (ISS) until the ISS mission ends.

Metop-SGA1 Satellite

s Metop Second Generation Al (Metop-SGA1) was successfully launched on from
Europe’s Spaceport in Kourou on an Ariane-62 rocket.

s It is the first satellite under the EUMETSAT Polar System Second Generation
(EPS-SG).

« It will operate in a polar orbit at 800 kilometres above Earth.
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+ The satellite carries 6 advanced instruments along with the Copernicus Sentinel-
S mission to collect high-resolution weather and atmospheric data.

% Metop-SGA1 will improve short- and medium-term forecasts and early warnings
for extreme weather events.

+ The satellite will orbit Earth 14 times daily and deliver global coverage to support
climate action and air quality monitoring.

Golden Dome Missile Defense Shield

+ Golden Dome (GD) is a U.S. missile defense system designed to protect against
enemy intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs).

+ The system aims to intercept missiles in the “boost phase”—just after launch—
using a network of space-based satellites, interceptors, and possibly lasers.

% Golden Dome will have four defense layers:
o Space-based intercept layer using satellites.

o Enhanced Ground-Based Midcourse Defense (GMD) system in California and
Alaska.

o Five new land-based launch sites (three in mainland U.S., one in Alaska, one
in Hawaii).
o Limited Area Defense for cities, combining new radars, a common launcher,

and systems like the Patriot missile defense.

+ Iron Dome protects small areas from rockets, while GD aspires to nationwide,
multi-layered missile interception.

Biodegradable bedroll bags

+ Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR) became India’s first railway zone to use
compostable bioplastic bags on trains.

+ The initiative began on August 15, 2025, with the distribution of linen in
biodegradable bags.

« The ISO17088-compliant bioplastic was developed at Indian Institute of
Technology Guwahati (IIT-G).

+ The pilot project covers 25 trains and includes 40,000 bags across Assam, Bihar,
Bengal, Tripura, and Arunachal Pradesh.

New supernova 2025

% Astronomers detected a new type of supernova caused by a black hole interacting
with a massive star.
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«» It is located about 700 million light-years away.

% The star and black hole, each around 10 times the mass of the sun, formed a
binary system before the explosion.

+ The black hole siphoned off material from the star during a years-long spiral,
distorting its shape and possibly triggering its collapse.

+ This event released more energy in one second than the sun emits in its entire
lifetime, according to researchers.

PelV-1 - Giant Virus
+ Scientists discovered a giant virus with the longest known tail near Hawaii.
+ The virus, named PelV-1, was found at Station ALOHA in the North Pacific.

@,

% PelV-1 infects dinoflagellates, a rare viral host group.

% Its tail reaches up to 2.3 microns, longer than many bacteria.

+ The tail is 30 manometers wide and over 10 times longer than the capsid.
s PelV-1’s tail forms after the host cell bursts, not during replication.

% It belongs to the Mesomimiviridae family.

+ PelV-1’s genome has 459,000 base pairs and 467 genes.

+ It carries rhodopsin, suggesting it may use sunlight for energy.

India’s EO Satellite Constellation

+ Pixxel Space India-led consortium will build India’s first commercial earth
observation (EO) satellite constellation.

+ The private consortium will launch 12 advanced EO satellites in the next five
years.

+ The constellation will support climate monitoring, disaster management,
agriculture, security, and urban planning.

+ This initiative will reduce India’s reliance on foreign data and boost the domestic
space industry under a public-private partnership (PPP).

ISRO’s space lab

% ISRO and Muskaan Foundation inaugurated a space lab at Government Higher
Secondary School in Mechukha, Arunachal Pradesh.

+ The lab is named Pasang Wangchuk Sona ISRO Space Laboratory, honouring the
late father of Education Minister Pasang Dorjee Sona.
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+ It aims to inspire students in the remote Shi-Yomi district with hands-on training
in space science and technology.

« The lab offers tools to explore satellite systems, rocket science, and space
innovation.

+ This initiative follows Arunachal’s first space lab set up in Yazali in November
2024.

Compound 3b

+ Researchers at IIT-Roorkee discovered Compound 3b to fight drug-resistant
bacteria.

+ Compound 3b works with Meropenem to treat KPC-2 Klebsiella pneumoniae
infections.

« It acts as a B-lactamase inhibitor, blocking enzymes that degrade antibiotics.
s KPC-2 is a superbug listed among the WHO's top-priority health threats.

+ The discovery targets antimicrobial resistance (AMR), a growing global threat.

Escherichia coli bacteria

+ Scientists have genetically engineered Escherichia coli bacteria to function as
self-powered chemical sensors that produce electrical signals.

+ The bacteria detect specific chemicals, process the signals, and generate
phenazines that create measurable currents.

« This breakthrough enables low-cost, programmable biosensors integrated
directly with electronics.

Nuclear Cruise Missile - Russia

% Russia is preparing to test the 9M730 Burevestnik nuclear-powered cruise
missile in Novaya Zemlya.

+ The missile uses a nuclear reactor for propulsion, giving it unlimited range and
global strike capability.

% Rosatom vessels deployed to monitor the test.

« The U.S. sent its WC-135R “nuke sniffer” to track radiation and activity near the
test zone.

+ The test comes ahead of a Putin-Trump meeting on the Ukraine war.
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Ideonella sakaiensis

R/

+ Ideonella sakaiensis is a Gram-negative, rod-shaped bacterium from the genus
Ideonella and family Comamonadaceae.

+ It can break down and consume polyethylene terephthalate (PET) plastic as its
carbon and energy source.

+ The bacterium was discovered in Japan in PET-contaminated soil and thrives in
oxygen-rich, moist environments like soil and sewage sludge.

s It degrades PET into environmentally benign monomers, which it and other
microbes can then consume.

Password-Protected Brain data

+ Scientists at Stanford of USA have developed a brain-computer interface (BCI)
that activates only when users think of a preset password.

+ The BCI decodes internal speech—sentences users imagine into text or audio
using Al models trained on brain signals.

+ It focuses on signals from the motor cortex, where both spoken and imagined
speech originate, though internal speech produces weaker signals.

+ The system interpreted 74% of imagined sentences correctly and recognized the
thought-password “Chitty-Chitty-Bang-Bang” with 98% accuracy.

Parallel Web Systems

R/

« Ex-Twitter CEO Parag Agrawal launched a new Al startup called Parallel Web
Systems.

+ The startup builds infrastructure for Al agents to use the web in real time.

+ Parallel aims to make Als the primary users of the internet.

Naegleria fowleri amoeba

@,

% Naegleria fowleri amoeba is found in well water in Kozhikode.

v Naegleria fowleri is a rare, deadly amoeba that causes primary amoebic
meningoencephalitis (PAM), a severe brain infection.

% This is the third PAM case reported in the Kozhikode district in 2025.
Solar Tornado
+ Romanian scientist captured rare images of a massive solar tornado and a giant

plasma eruption occurring together on the Sun.
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+ The solar tornado reached about 130,000 km high, taller than stacking ten
Earths, shaped by the Sun’s magnetic field.

s The eruptive prominence spanned roughly 200,000 km and released a coronal
mass ejection (CME) that poses no threat to Earth.

+ This event highlights the Sun’s dynamic magnetic activity as it nears the peak of
its 11-year solar cycle.

Cloudburst in Chamoli
* A massive cloudburst hit Chamoli, Uttarakhand recently.

+ The IMD (India Meteorological Department) has issued an orange alert for heavy
rain and thunderstorms.

+ Landslides have blocked roads in Pithoragarh, and a new lake formed in Harsil
is being drained.

+ The Yamuna River is blocked at Syanchatti in Barkot tehsil, leading to flooding
in nearby homes.

Fifth-generation Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft

% India will collaborate with a French company, likely Safran, to co-develop and
produce engines for its fifth-generation Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft
(AMCA).

s Safran is expected to enhance its M88 engine to deliver up to 120 kilonewtons
(kN) of thrust with afterburner for the AMCA’s twin-engine configuration.

% Prototypes are expected by 2026-27 with AMCA'’s first flight targeted for 2028,
aligning with India's push for defence self-reliance.

+ Safran also plans to set up a centre of excellence for gas turbine technology in
India to strengthen local design and manufacturing capacity.

US’s 6G Fighter Jet

% The F-47 is the next-generation air dominance fighter aircraft for the United
States Air Force.

s The aircraft is designed to replace the Lockheed Martin F-22 Raptor.

% Boeing was awarded the contract to develop and manufacture the F-47 under the
NGAD (Next Generation Air Dominance) program.

% The NGAD system is a family of connected systems, including drones and a
manned fighter jet.
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v The F-47 will fly over 1,000 nautical miles without the need for refuelling.
« It is expected to achieve speeds faster than Mach 2.
+ The design includes stealth++ features beyond current stealth aircraft standards.

+ The F-47 will integrate radar systems using gallium nitride for high power and
efficiency.

Lunar Module Launch Vehicle

+ The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is developing the Lunar Module
Launch Vehicle (LMLV), its heaviest rocket ever.

« The LMLV is designed for crewed lunar missions planned by 2040 and deep space
exploration.

s It will carry payloads of approximately 27 tonnes to the Moon and 80 tonnes to
low Earth orbit.

+ The rocket will use advanced cryogenic and semi-cryogenic propulsion systems.

+ ISRO’s launch vehicle evolution began with sounding rockets in 1963 and
includes SLV-3, ASLV, PSLV, GSLV, and LVM-3.

« The LMLV will surpass all previous rockets in power and capability for India’s
human spaceflight ambitions.

S/2025 U1

% NASA’s James Webb Space Telescope discovered Uranus’ 29th moon, named
S/2025 U1l.

+ The moon is approximately 10 kilometres in diameter.
« It orbits Uranus at a distance of about 56,000 kilometres.

« This is the smallest known moon of Uranus to date.

X-Guard Fibre-Optic Towed Decoy System

+ The Indian Air Force used the Al-enabled X-Guard Fibre-Optic Towed Decoy
system on Rafale fighters during Operation Sindoor to confuse enemy radar and
missiles.

s Developed by Israel’s Rafael, the X-Guard mimics the Rafale’s radar and
electronic signatures to mislead threats.

« Pakistan Air Force’s J-10C fighters targeted these decoys instead of real aircraft,
causing false shootdown claims.

+ The system works with Rafale’s SPECTRA electronic warfare suite to provide
layered defence against advanced missiles.
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Air-Drop Test

+ ISRO has successfully conducted the first Integrated Air Drop Test (IADT-01) at
Sriharikota.

+ It marked a major step in the Gaganyaan human spaceflight mission.

+ The test demonstrated the parachute-based deceleration system by dropping a
4.8-tonne dummy crew module from a height of 3 km.

* Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC) led nearly 90% of the operations, in
coordination with the Human Space Flight Centre, Satish Dhawan Space Centre,
and the Indian Air Force.

« IADT-01 achieved the expected touchdown, providing critical data on parachute
deployment and landing conditions, supported by extensive modelling and
instrumentation.

UPM J1040-3551 AabBab

@,

% Scientists discovered a rare quadruple star system called UPM J1040-3551
AabBab.

Y/

+ The system has two cold brown dwarfs orbiting two young red dwarf stars, a
unique configuration.

Y/

< Brown dwarfs are “failed stars” that form like stars but lack the mass to fuse
hydrogen and shine brightly.

+ They are hard to detect because they are cold and faint, so they are often found
near brighter companion stars.

+ This discovery is significant as it is the first quadruple system with two T-type
brown dwarfs orbiting a pair of stars.

New World screwworm

R/

+ The first U.S. human case of New World screwworm was confirmed on August 4,
2025.

% New World screwworms are blue-grey blowflies scientifically known as
Cochliomyia hominivorax.

+ Female screwworms lay eggs in open wounds of warm-blooded animals, including
humans.

% One female screwworm can lay up to 300 eggs at a time and up to 3,000 during
her 10-30-day lifespan.

% The larvae feed on living tissue, causing painful infestations with a high risk of
complications like sepsis if untreated.

« Symptoms include non-healing wounds, bleeding, foul smell, and a feeling of
larvae movement in the skin.
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+ The U.S. eradicated screwworms in 1966 using the sterile insect technique.

+ The recent outbreaks have occurred in Panama, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, and
Honduras.

Kulasekarapattinam Launch Complex

+ The new rocket launch pad at Kulasekarapattinam, Thoothukudi district, will
handle 20 to 25 satellite launches each year.

s Currently, ISRO operates the Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC) in Sriharikota.

« Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) and Geosynchronous Satellite Launch
Vehicle (GSLV) satellites are launched from SDSC.

+ India’s second launch complex is being constructed at Kulasekara Pattanam to
increase launch capacity.

+ The project was inaugurated by Prime Minister in February 2024.

+ Construction of the rocket launch pad began on August 27, 2025, with a budget
of 3100 crore.

+ Rockets will be launched from Kulasekarapattinam using the Small Satellite
Launch Vehicle (SSLV).

+ Sriharikota currently has two operational launch pads, with a third under
construction at the SDSC at a cost of about %4 crore.

% Rockets weighing up to 500 kilograms will be launched from
Kulasekarapattinam.

+ Both ISRO and private companies will launch rockets from the new site.

% ISRO plans to begin rocket launches from Kulasekarapattinam by the fourth
quarter of 2026.

3I/ATLAS - Space Object

+ The recently discovered object could be an artificial craft rather than a natural
celestial body.

% The object, currently named 3I/Atlas, is believed to have characteristics different
from those of a comet or meteor.

« 3I/Atlas is a comet discovered in July 2025 by the ATLAS survey telescope.
s It is the third interstellar visitor confirmed to pass through the solar system.
s The first was 1I/’Oumuamua in 2017, and the second was 2I/Borisov in 2019.

% It will stay at least 1.6 astronomical units away from Earth and is not a threat.
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Chamaegastrodia reiekensis — Mizoram

* A new orchid species, ‘Chamaegastrodia reiekensis’, discovered in the forests of
Mizoram.

+» This rare orchid belongs to the elusive genus ‘Chamaegastrodia’.
+ It is notable for its complete lack of chlorophyll.

+ It depends entirely on symbiotic fungi for nutrients, making it holomycotrophic
and unable to perform photosynthesis.

R/

+ It is listed as Critically Endangered under IUCN criteria.

New Bush Frog Species — Meghalaya

% Two new species of bush frogs have been discovered in the Khasi Hills of
Meghalaya.

+ The discovered species were named ‘Raorchestes jakoid’ and ‘Raorchestes jadoh’
as a tribute to the Khasi way of life.

+ The term jakoid’ means ‘frog’ in the Khasi language, while §adoh’is a traditional
rice and meat dish widely loved in Khasi households.

World’s third-highest tiger density in 2025

% Kaziranga National Park and Tiger Reserve (KNPTR) in Assam now has 148 tigers,
with a density of 18.65 tigers per 100 sq km, making it the third-highest globally.

+ The updated tiger count was published in the Status of Tigers in Kaziranga, 2024
report.

+ In the tiger density rankings, Kaziranga is followed by Bandipur in Karnataka
(19.83) and Corbett in Uttarakhand (19.56).

Amur Tiger

« The Amur tiger or Siberian tiger is revered as a spiritual being by an indigenous
group like the Udege, Nanai, and Oroch in the Russian Far East.

% Known as ‘Amba’, the tiger is seen as a kinsman and master of the taiga tribes,
central to shamanic rituals and hunting beliefs.

% Killing a tiger is taboo; if it dies, it is buried with full rites in sacred wooden
houses called saktama.

% Some tribes believe in tiger-human marriages and shamans shapeshifting into
tigers for spiritual journeys.
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+ The tiger holds cultural and spiritual significance beyond ecology, symbolising
the identity and traditions of taiga communities.

Assam’s hargila army conservation model

+ Twenty Cambodian women are being trained under Assam’s Hargila Army model
to conserve endangered storks.

+ The training is taking place at Prek Toal Bird Sanctuary in Battambang Province,
part of Cambodia’s Tonle Sap Biosphere Reserve.

+ The training is led by Purnima Devi Barman, UNEP Champion of the Earth and
wildlife biologist at Aaranyak.

% The Hargila Army is a women-led conservation movement that helped save the
endangered greater adjutant stork in Assam.

Y/

+ The initiative emphasizes women’s empowerment and community-led ecological
stewardship.

Rainfall deficit in Meghalaya

s In the 2025 Southwest Monsoon (SWM) season, Meghalaya had a rainfall deficit
of 56%.

+ It received just 690.7 mm of rain instead of the normal 1,555.4 mm.

+ Meghalaya now gets less rain than Jharkhand, which had 53% more rain than
usual.

% Research shows that dry areas in Meghalaya are growing, especially in the west,
center, and north.

Sundarbans Tiger Reserve expansion

+ A proposal to expand the Sundarbans Tiger Reserve (STR) by 1,100 square kilo
meters has been submitted to MoEF&CC.

+ The expansion will increase the reserve’s total area to 3,629.57 square kilo
meters, making it the second-largest tiger reserve in India.

+ The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) has already given technical
approval for the expansion.

+ The new area will include the Raidighi, Matla, and Ramganga forest ranges in the
South 24-Parganas district.

+ The current tiger population is estimated at 101, with 80 inside the STR and 21
in the adjoining forests.
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Golden Jackals in Kerala
+ Kerala’s Golden Jackal (Canis aureus naria) population is estimated between
20,000 and 30,000.

+ The study covered nearly 900 villages with over 2,200 participants recording
5,000 sightings across the state.

s Only 2 percent of sightings were in protected forest areas, while most were in
lowlands below 200 meters in elevation.

+ Preferred habitats include the coconut groves (24 percent), rural settlements (10
percent), paddy fields (8 percent), rubber plantations (6 percent) and urban areas
(5.6 percent).

+ The Sightings are very frequent in Kannur, Kozhikode, Thrissur, Ernakulam and
Thiruvananthapuram but sparse in the Western Ghats, Alappuzha coast and
Attappadi due to unsuitable habitat.

+ Isolated populations are exist in Munnar and Eravikulam National Park, showing
some adaptation to high-altitude areas.

Status of small cats in tiger landscapes

+ The status of small cats in tiger landscapes of India was released by the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and Climate Change on 29 July 2025, Global Tiger Day.

Y/

+ Small cats are important for ecosystems but are often neglected in conservation
planning.

+ The report is based on camera trap data from the All-India Tiger Estimations of
2018 and 2022.

s Jungle cat is the most widespread species, occupying 96,275 km? across varied
habitats.

+ Rusty-spotted cat occupies 70,075 km?, mostly in mixed deciduous forests.

s The leopard cat is found in 32,800 km?, mainly in moist forests of the Himalayas,
Northeast, Sundarbans, Western Ghats and Similipal.

s The desert cat is limited to 12,500 km? in semi-arid and dry deciduous forests of
western and central India.

s The fishing cat occupies 7,575 km?, closely tied to the wetlands in the Terai,
Northeast and mangroves.

+ The clouded leopard is found in 3,250 km?, restricted to the dense forests of the
Northeast India.

+ The marbled cat occupies 2,325 km? in Northeast dense forests.

+ The Asiatic golden cat has a range of 1,850 km? limited to the forests of Northeast
India.
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Marine Heat Waves

s In 2023, marine heat waves (MHWSs) had covered 96 per cent of the global ocean
surface.

+ These events lasted four times longer than the historical average.

+ The MHWs are extended periods of unusually high sea surface temperatures in
specific ocean regions.

+ The total heat activity in 2023 reached 53.6 billion degrees Celsius days per
square kilometre.

+ This was more than three standard deviations above the historical average since
1982.

% The North Atlantic saw the longest recorded MHW lasting 525 days starting mid-
2022.

+ The Tropical Eastern Pacific reached temperature peaks of 1.63 degrees Celsius
during the El Ninno onset.

+ The Impacted regions included the North Atlantic, North Pacific, Tropical Eastern
Pacific and Southwest Pacific, making up 90 per cent of ocean heating anomalies.

+ These events led to coral bleaching, mass sea life migration, damaged food webs
and a decline in key fisheries like Pacific cod.

Antlion Species

+ Three antlion species from the tribe Palparini have been recorded for the first
time in Kerala in the Western Ghats region.

+ The species recorded are Indopalpares pardus, Palpares contrarius and Stenares
harpyia.

+ Indopalpares pardus was found in Vazhayur in Malappuram district.

+ It was earlier recorded from Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat,
Maharashtra and Odisha.

« Earlier presence of Palpares contrarius was reported in Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Mizoram.

% Stenares harpyia was found in Gavi in Pathanamthitta, Thirunelly and
Vallakkadavu in Idukki and was earlier limited to Tamil Nadu and Telangana.

Tigers in Debrigarh Wildlife Sanctuary
% Odisha will introduce tigers in Debrigarh Wildlife Sanctuary in Bargarh district.

+ The Forest Department received technical permission from the National Tiger
Conservation Authority (NTCA).
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Odisha’s latest tiger count shows 30 Royal Bengal Tigers, mainly in Similipal
Tiger Reserve.

Asian Giant Tortoise Reintroduction

The largest tortoise in mainland Asia, has been reintroduced into the Zeliang
Community Reserve in Nagaland.

The Asian giant tortoise is listed as critically endangered in the IUCN Red List.
They were almost wiped out in Nagaland more than a decade ago.

They are known as “small elephants of the forest,” and aid in seed dispersal,
forest regeneration, and cleaning the forest floor.

Gibbon conservation plan in NE

@,
0’0

Y/
0.0

The 30th Congress of the International Primatological Society (IPS) was held at
Antananarivo in Madagascar.

The Western Hoolock Gibbon, an ape species native to India, has approximately
7000 gibbons in Assam.

The global population of the Western Hoolock Gibbon is estimated to be around
32,500 individuals.

They spread across Myanmar, Bangladesh, and the northeastern part of India.

The gibbon species found in Asia is currently listed as endangered on the Red
List of IUCN.

Alpine Musk Deer Conservation Error

The Central Zoo Authority (CZA) report revealed misidentification of the Alpine
musk deer (Moschus chrysogaster) in Indian zoo breeding programmes.

Zoos in Uttarakhand and West Bengal mistakenly bred the Himalayan musk deer
(Moschus leucogaster) instead.

The Alpine musk deer is listed as Critically Endangered by IUCN in its 2014
assessment.

There is no current captive population of the Alpine musk deer in any Indian zoo.

No recent population estimates exist for the Alpine musk deer in the wild since
the 1980s.

A total of Rs 28.94 crore was allocated to Indian zoos for breeding programmes
between 2006 and 2021.
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Ashtamudi wetland Management

R/

+ Kerala High Court directed the State government and the State Wetland Authority
Kerala (SWAK) to form an Ashtamudi Wetland Management Unit within two
months of notification.

+» The court ordered a site-specific integrated management plan for the Ashtamudi
wetland to be completed within six months.

+ Ashtamudi Lake is Kerala’s second-largest wetland and was designated a Ramsar
site in 2002 under the international Ramsar Convention.

+ The wetland's area has shrunk from 61.40 square kilometres to 34 square kilo
metres and faces high pollution and siltation.

s In 2023, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) fined the State government %10 crore
for failing to protect Ashtamudi Lake and other wetlands.

+ The court has directed the unit to create standard procedures for operations and
maintain a public feedback system through a website or social media.

New rain snake species

+ A new species of rain snake, named the narrow-banded rain snake, has been
discovered in a tropical forest of Mizoram.

+ The species is scientifically named Smithophis leptofasciatus.

« It is the third species in the genus Smithophis recorded from the state after
Smithophis atemporalis and Smithophis mizoramensis.

+ The snake is semi-aquatic and nocturnal and lives in humid forest areas near
streams between 900 and 1200 metres elevation.

+ The Mizo name proposed for the species is Ruahrul.

Colorado River Water Crisis 2025

+ Recently, Arizona proposed a new method to allocate water based on actual river
flows.

+» The Colorado River, a vital water source for millions, faces a crisis as its flow
diminishes.

+ The Colorado River is located in North America, primarily in the southwestern
United States and a small portion in northwestern Mexico.

% Most water in the Colorado River system comes from Rocky Mountain snowmelt
in the Upper Basin.

% About 85% of the river’s flow originates from just 15% of the basin area.
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s Over 25 years, their levels have dropped sharply due to prolonged drought and
climate change.

Loss of the Great Barrier Reef

R/

+ The Great Barrier Reef has recorded its highest annual loss of live coral since
monitoring began 39 years ago.

s Coral loss followed a mass bleaching event in 2024, was driven by climate
change-related heat stress.

+ Despite this loss, total coral cover remains near the long-term average due to
growth since 2017.

% The reef system covers 344000 square kilometres off the northeast coast of
Australia.

+ The reef is divided into three regions, with coral losses in 2024 of nearly one-third
in the south.

+ The northern section lost a quarter of its coral, and the central section saw a 14
per cent decline.

s The 2023 to 2024 global heatwave led to the fourth and worst recorded global
coral bleaching event.

+ Heat stress affected nearly 84 per cent of the world's reef areas, including the
Great Barrier Reef.

¢ Coral bleaching occurs when prolonged high temperatures cause corals to expel
algae and turn white.

Sea Star Wasting Disease

+ Scientists have identified the bacterium Vibrio pectenicida as the cause of sea
star wasting disease.

+ The disease had killed billions of sea stars over more than a decade along North
America's Pacific coast.

+ The disease affected over 20 species, including the sunflower sea star, whose
population declined by 90 percent within five years of the outbreak starting in
2013.

s Infected sea stars develop lesions and their arms fall off, leading to death.

s Sea stars are key predators in kelp forest ecosystems, which provide habitat for
fish, sea otters and seals.
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Sea of Galilee

+ The Sea of Galilee in Israel has turned red because of a green algae species called
Botryococcus braunii.

« This alga produces a red pigment under sunlight, which accumulates in the
water, causing the colour change.

+ The algae bloom is linked to rising global temperatures and nutrient buildup
caused by climate change.

+ Although harmless to humans, this bloom can disturb aquatic life by blocking
sunlight and reducing oxygen levels.

Y/

% Similar red water events were recorded in Israel’s Dead Sea region in 2022 due
to the same algae species.

Admirandus odishaensis
+ Researchers discovered a new marine roundworm species in Chilika Lake.
+ The species is named Admirandus odishaensis after Odisha, where it was found.

« Admirandus odishaensis belongs to the genus Admirandus, first reported in the
northern Indian Ocean.

+ Previously, the genus was known only near Africa in the Indian Ocean.

+ The Marine nematodes serve as bioindicators of ecosystem health due to their
sensitivity to environmental changes.

Blue Pinkgill and shuttlecock Mushroom

« A burst of the very rare and colourful Blue Pink gill fungi has been found in the
Kagaznagar forest division in Telangana.

+ The ‘blue pink gill’ is species native to New Zealand and famously featured on the
country’s $50 note.

+ Researchers also recorded the rare shuttlecock mushroom (Clathrus delicatus)
in the Kawal Tiger Reserve.

+ This marks the first confirmed record of the species in the Eastern Ghats.

Freshwater Crabs in Western Ghats

+ Two new species of freshwater crabs from the Gecarcinucidae family have been
discovered in Kerala.

+ Kasargodia sheebae, a new genus and species, was found in a mountain stream
at Ranipuram Hill Station in Kasaragod district.
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+ Pilarta vaman, a small-sized species named after the Hindu deity Vaman, was
found in a stream at Gavi in Pathanamthitta district.

+¢ The crabs are rare and face threats from human activity, mainly due to increasing
tourist flow to their habitats.

Parthenium weed eradication

+ Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary in Assam began a campaign to remove Parthenium
weed from its grasslands.

¢ Parthenium hysterophorus is an invasive plant believed to have entered India
through contaminated wheat imports from the United States over 70 years ago.

+ The plant threatens biodiversity and causes health issues such as skin allergies
and fever, while reducing grass availability for rhinos.

Asiatic Lions population

% India's Asiatic lion population increased from 674 in 2020 to 891 in 2025, a
growth of 32.2%.

+ The number of adult females rose from 260 to 330, improving the species’
reproductive strength by 27%.

s A total of 497 lions now live in satellite populations across nine regions in
Gujarat.

« For the first time, 22 lions were recorded in the corridor areas of Gujarat.
+ The lion population has grown by over 70% in the last ten years.
+ Their habitat range has expanded by nearly 60% during this period.

% Amreli district (Gujarat) recorded the highest numbers with 82 adult males, 117
adult females, and 79 cubs.

« Mitiyala Wildlife Sanctuary (Gujarat) showed the fastest growth at 100%, followed
by Bhavnagar Mainland at 84%.

+ Girnar Wildlife Sanctuary (Gujarat) and Bhavnagar Coast (Gujarat) recorded
declines of 4% and 12% respectively.

Antitrisuloides Catocalina

% A rare nocturnal moth from the genus Antitrisuloides was recorded for the first
time in the Western Ghats.

% The discovery was made at Choolannur Peafowl Sanctuary in Palakkad district,
Kerala.
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+ The moth was identified as Antitrisuloides catocalina, a species earlier known only
from North-East India.

% Researchers confirmed it as the subspecies Antitrisuloides catocalina cyclica.

+ The moth belongs to the Noctuidae family, which includes only two known species
worldwide.

Jellyfish disrupt Nuclear Plants

« Jellyfish swarms blocked the cooling water intake pipes, leading to a temporary
shutdown of one of France’s major nuclear power plants.

% These plants rely on a continuous flow of seawater to cool their reactors and
turbines.

Y/

+» Jellyfish blooms can quickly block by clustering in massive numbers.

+ Dead jellyfish can turn into a gel-like substance that passes through screens and
damages internal systems.

% Cleaning jellyfish from intake pipes is a difficult and risky process that can take
up to two days.

% Since the 1990s, jellyfish have increasingly disrupted nuclear plants worldwide.

+ Climate change has warmed ocean waters, accelerating jellyfish reproduction and
increasing their food supply.

% Overfishing and plastic pollution have further boosted jellyfish populations by
removing predators and providing breeding grounds near coastlines.

Biodegradable packaging material
s IIT-M researchers develop eco-packaging from farm waste and fungi.
+ They created biodegradable packaging using agricultural and paper waste.

+ Fungal strains like Ganoderma lucidum and Pleurotus ostreatus were cultivated
on waste substrates.

+ Ganoderma grown on cardboard showed compressive strength higher than EPS
(expanded polystyrene).

% India produces over 350 million tonnes of agri-waste annually, much of which
remains unused.

s The packaging material is a plastic-free, eco-friendly alternative to conventional
foam.
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Two New damselfly species

+ Two new damselfly species were discovered in the Western Ghats of Maharashtra
and Kerala.

+ The Konkan Shadowdamsel was found in Sindhudurg district, Maharashtra.

+ The Crimson Shadowdamsel (Protosticta sanguinithorax) was discovered in the
Thiruvananthapuram district, Kerala.

% Both species were previously mistaken for the Red-spot Shadow damsel
(Protosticta sanguinostigma).

+ These shadow damsels thrive in well-shaded, pristine forest habitats but face
threats from habitat loss and plantations.

Antitrisuloides catocalina

% A rare nocturnal moth, Antitrisuloides catocalina, was discovered for the first
time in the Western Ghats.

+ The specimen was found at Choolannur Peafowl Sanctuary in Palakkad district,
Kerala.

Y/

+ This moth belongs to the Noctuidae family and was previously known only from
Northeast India.

Y/

+ Detailed analysis identified it as the subspecies Antitrisuloides catocalina cyclica.

New palm species
+ Revisiting Hortus Malabaricus led to the discovery of a new palm species in India.

+ The palm Katou-Indel, described in the 17th century, is confirmed as Phoenix
sylvestris.

+ Phoenix sylvestris is native to Kerala and Sri Lanka and grows 3.5 to 5.5 metres
tall.

* A new species, Phoenix roxburghii, was identified in eastern India, Bangladesh,
and Pakistan.

% Phoenix roxburghii grows 12 to 16 metres tall with a solitary trunk and larger
fruits.

v The study reclassified P. pusilla, P. farinifera, and P. zeylanica as Phoenix
sylvestris.

+ The species name Phoenix roxburghii honours botanist William Roxburgh.
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Invasive plants in Assam

+ Grassland invaders are threatening Assam’s Dibru-Saikhowa National Park
(DSNP).

+ DSNP is the only habitat of feral horses in India.

+ Native plants Bombax ceiba (Simalu) and Lagerstroemia speciosa (Ajar) have
joined invasive species to alter the riverine ecosystem.

+ The invasive plants include Chromolaena odorata, Ageratum conyzoides,
Parthenium hysterophorous, and Mikania micrantha.

% In 2000, grasslands covered 28.78% of DSNP, but by 2013, shrubland had
expanded, causing a significant decline in grassland area.

+ Degraded forest increased to 80.52 square kilometers (23.47%) by 2024, which
negatively impacts biodiversity.

Y/

+ The loss of grassland threatens several species, including the Bengal florican, hog
deer, and swamp grass babbler.

Slit eye Shark

+ For the first time, the slit eye shark has been recorded in the Great Chagos Bank,
the world’s largest coral atoll.

+ The shark, named for its narrow slit-like eyes, was found seagrass habitats on
the southern rim of the Bank.

+ Listed as near-threatened, sliteye shark numbers are projected to decline by
nearly 30% within 15 years.

% Since 2016, more than 110 fish species using these underwater grasslands for
food and shelter.

Saltwater crocodile population

+ The saltwater crocodile population in Sundarbans Biosphere Reserve (SBR)
increased in 2025, with 213 direct sightings recorded.

+ The estimated population ranges between 220 and 242 crocodiles, up from 204
to 234 in 2024.

+ The encounter rate in 2025 is approximately 0.18 crocodiles per kilometre, or one
crocodile per 5.5 km of creek studied.

+ The survey covered 1,168 km of creeks, accounting for 64% of the significant
creek length in the SBR.

% Saltwater crocodiles prefer creeks and rivers with high tide widths below 180
metres and tolerate a wide range of water salinity.
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+ The West Bengal government has conserved crocodiles through the Bhagabatpur
Crocodile Project since 1976, releasing 577 crocodiles into the wild until 2022.

NTCA on tiger corridor

+ The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) has now restricted corridor
recognition mainly to 32 “least cost pathways” (LCP) identified in 2014.

+ These LCPs were designed using cost-distance modelling to show minimum
resistance routes but were meant as baseline, not exhaustive, maps.

+ This change may ease clearances for industrial projects including Lloyds Metals'
9.5 sq km Surajgarh iron ore mine and Western Coalfields’ Durgapur mine.

+ Tiger corridors are forested linkages that connect tiger habitats, enabling free
movement, gene flow, and survival of populations.

Y/

+ New findings connect 30 tiger reserves and nearly 150 protected areas (PAs),
reflecting real-world movement possibilities.

Sundarbans Tiger Reserve expansion

+ The National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) approved the addition of 1,044.68 square
kilometres to the Sundarbans Tiger Reserve.

% The total area of the reserve is now 3,629.57 square kilometres, making it the
second largest tiger reserve in India.

+ Nagarjunasagar Srisailam Tiger Reserve in Andhra Pradesh remains the largest
with 5,937 square kilometres.

% The Matla, Raidighi, and Ramganga ranges in the South 24 Parganas district
have been included in the reserve area.

% The original reserve had a core area of 1,699.92 square kilometres and a buffer
area of 885.27 square kilometres.

% In 2022, 81 tigers were recorded inside the reserve and 20 in the surrounding
areas of South 24 Parganas.

+ There are 58 tiger reserves in India, and Sundarbans has moved from seventh to
the second largest in size.

+ The reserve was established in 1973 under Project Tiger and includes a national
park that is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

8 new Firefly Species

+ Eight firefly species have been identified in Anamalai Tiger Reserve through Tamil
Nadu’s first genetic study on fireflies.
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+ The study was conducted by the Advanced Institute for Wildlife Conservation
(AIWC), Vandalur.

+» The study covered 10 sites across Manambolly, Pollachi and Ulandy forest ranges
in the reserve.

+ The species identified were Abscondita perplexa, Abscondita terminalis,
Asymmetricata humeralis, three Curtos species, Lamprigera sp. and Pyrocoelia
sp.

+ Phototactic behaviour analysis showed Abscondita perplexa preferred darkness
and avoided most coloured lights.

« White light was found to be neutral in its response to Abscondita perplexa.

Nepal in IBCA

@,

+ Nepal officially joined the International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA) by signing the
Framework Agreement.

Y/

+ The IBCA is a coalition of over 90 countries focused on conserving seven big cat
species worldwide.

+ Nepal’s landscape includes snow leopard, tiger, and common leopard, enhancing
global conservation efforts.

+ Nepal has nearly tripled its tiger population from 121 in 2009 to 355 in 2022.

+ India launched the IBCA in 2023 to promote collaboration and resource sharing
among big cat range countries.

+ The alliance supports joint action for ecological security and big cat protection
worldwide.

New springtail species in West Bengal

% Two new soil-dwelling springtail species, Salina aurantiamaculata and Salina
pseudomontana, were discovered in Kolkata.

+ These tiny arthropods play a vital role in breaking down organic matter, recycling
nutrients, and maintaining healthy soil ecosystems.

+ This discovery increases India’s total Salina species to 17, with the last record
made in 1979.

% Springtails are among the oldest land-dwelling hexapods and serve as important
indicators of ecosystem health, pollution, and climate change.
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Carbon Markets Under the Paris Agreement

+ The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has finalised the
National Designated Authority (NDA) to implement Article 6 of the Paris
Agreement.

+ The NDA is a 21-member committee headed by the secretary of the Environment
Ministry, as notified on August 22, 2025.

+ The Members include officials from the Ministry of External Affairs, Renewable
Energy, Steel Ministry, NITI Aayog, and maximum representation is from the
Environment Ministry.

% Article 6, passed at COP29 in Baku in 2024, defines the rules for global carbon
markets under the Paris Agreement.

+ The NDA is responsible for approving emission reduction projects, recommending
eligible activities for carbon trading, and authorising the use of emission units
towards national climate goals.

Y/

+ The carbon market mechanism aims to ensure the transparency and credibility
of carbon credits generated under United Nations supervision.

Y/

+ India’s Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC) aim to cut the emission
intensity of GDP by 45 percent by 2030 from 2005 levels.

+ India also targets 50 percent of power capacity from non-fossil fuels and to create
2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of carbon sink through afforestation by 2030.

Voluntary National Review on SDG

+ India presented its third Voluntary National Review (VNR) report on SDGs at the
United Nations High-Level Political Forum (HLPF).

+ The VNR process allows countries to assess and present their progress towards
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

+ India’s 2025 report follows previous submissions in 2017 and 2020.

% NITI Aayog led the VNR preparation through a whole-of-government and whole-
of-society approach involving all levels of administration and civil society.

+ The SDG localization model involved active participation from districts, blocks,
and villages.

s Extreme poverty reduced sharply from 16.2% in 2011-12 to 2.3% in 2022-23,
lifting 171 million people.

% Food grain production increased from 204.6 million tonnes in 2004-05 to 332.3
million tonnes in 2023-24.
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+ Women now hold over 45% of elected seats in deliberative local government
bodies.

s The rate of child marriage among women aged 20-24 declined from 47% in 2005—
06 to 23.3% in 2019-21.

+ The Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) increased tap water access in rural households
from 17% in 2019 to over 80%.

+ Non-fossil fuel sources now contribute 47.37% of India’s installed electricity
generation capacity.

% India’s rank in the Global Innovation Index (GII) improved from 48th in 2020 to
39th in 2024.

s The VNR 2025 reflects India’s inclusive, innovative, and data-driven journey
toward achieving the 2030 Agenda and building Viksit Bharat (Developed India)
by 2047.

Coal Pollution

% The report titled "Regulating Coal Operations: Environmental and Social Impacts
through the Lens of the National Green Tribunal" was released by the non-profit
organization Vikalpa.

+ Coal accounted for 73 percent of India’s total power generation in 2022-23.
s It is expected to remain around 50 percent of power generation by 2031-32.

+ Coal mining and thermal power plants cause air, water, and noise pollution as
well as land degradation.

+ Dust pollution from coal transportation in coal-bearing areas increased PM10
levels to 460 micrograms per cubic meter.

+ It is five times higher than the acceptable limit.

* In Tamil Nadu’s Ennore area, fly ash clogged rivers, canals, and floodplains,
causing waterlogging and flood risk.

+ Toxic elements present in fly ash have raised the risks of silicosis, cancer, and
neurological diseases.

% Heavy metals such as cadmium and lead found near the Ennore thermal plant
caused high cancer risks in children and adults.

s Many coal plants, including those in Ennore, manipulated emission data and
violated pollution control regulations.
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REPORTS AND INDICATES

UN SOFI 2025 report

s The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World (SOFI) 2025 report was
released by following five United Nations agencies —

o Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO),
o International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD),
o United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF),
o World Food Programme (WFP), and
o World Health Organization (WHO).
+ The report tracks progress on Sustainable Development Goal 2 (SDG 2).

s SDG 2 aims to end hunger, ensure safe, nutritious, and sufficient food all year
round, and eliminate all forms of malnutrition.

+ The report states that in India, 55.6% of people could not afford a healthy diet in
2024.

% Globally, hunger affected around 720 million people in 2024, about 8.2% of the
population.

s About 2.3 billion people were moderately or severely food insecure in 2024.

+ Asia had the highest number of undernourished people at 323 million.

+ Africa followed with 307 million undernourished people.

+ Latin America and the Caribbean had 34 million undernourished people.

s More than 1 in 5 people in Africa faced chronic hunger in 2024.

+ Nearly half of the food-insecure population lived in Asia, but food insecurity rates
were higher in Africa.

« By 2030, projections estimate 512 million people (6% of the global population)
may still be chronically undernourished.

% In 2030, 60% of undernourished people are expected to live in Africa, where
17.6% of the population will face chronic hunger.

% In Asia and Latin America/Caribbean, undernourishment is expected to fall
below 5% by 2030.

Supply and Use Tables 2020-22

% The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) has released
Supply and Use Tables (SUT) for 2020-21 and 2021-22.
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« SUT integrates production income and expenditure approaches to GDP in a
unified framework, improving consistency of estimates.

«» The tables cover 140 products and 66 industries based on data from the National
Accounts Statistics 2024 and surveys like the Annual Survey of Industries.

+ Total supply of goods and services at purchasers’ prices was 407.52 lakh crore
rupees in 2020-21 and 523.08 lakh crore rupees in 2021-22.

+ Services had contributed about 55 per cent of supply while manufacturing goods
accounted for 30 to 33 per cent in both years.

+ The Highest value addition industries include Ownership of Dwellings, Fishing,
Aquaculture, Forestry, Agriculture and Education.

Y/

+ Construction accounted for the largest share of intermediate consumption at over
13 per cent in both years.

Y/

% Goods made up around 70 per cent of intermediate consumption and 59 to 62
per cent of private final consumption expenditure.

Global Gas Flaring Emissions in 2024

% Gas flaring in 2024 had released 389 million tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent
(CO2e) worldwide.

< Unburnt methane contributed 46 million tonnes to the total emissions.

% Global flare volumes reached 151 billion cubic metres (bcm), the highest since
2007.

% Nigeria’s gas flaring increased by 12 per cent despite only a 3 per cent rise in oil
production.

+ Flaring intensity in Nigeria rose by 8 per cent, marking a second year of increase.
+ The top nine flaring nations accounted for 76 per cent of global flaring in 2024.

+ Global gas flared globally was nearly equal to Africa’s annual gas consumption of
162 bcm.

+ The Zero Routine Flaring (ZRF) by 2030 initiative now needs a 40 per cent yearly
cut to meet its target.

Electric Vehicle Opportunity Report

s NITI Aayog released a report titled "Unlocking a 200 billion Dollar Opportunity:
Electric Vehicles in India" in New Delhi.

% The report aims to shift focus from incentives to mandates and disincentives for
accelerating electric vehicle adoption.
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+ It highlights the need to focus on high-potential vehicle segments and geographic
regions.

« NITI Aayog also launched the first edition of the India Electric Mobility Index
(IEMI).

< IEMI evaluates and scores all States and Union Territories out of 100 based on
16 indicators.

+ The indicators are grouped under three core themes:
o Transport Electrification Progress,

o Charging Infrastructure Readiness, and

o Electric Vehicle Research and Innovation Status.

Y/

+ The index helps to track the demand-side adoption, charging infrastructure
development, and innovation in electric mobility across India.

Global AI City Index 2025

@,

+ Bengaluru secured 26th position in the Global Artificial Intelligence City Index
2025.

+ The index by Counterpoint Research highlights Bengaluru’s rapid growth in Al
R&D and foreign investments.

% Mumbai and Delhi are innovating in Al for traffic management and public
security.

+ Singapore topped the global index, followed by Seoul, Beijing, Dubai, and San
Francisco.

Numbeo Index 2025
% India ranked 67th globally in the Numbeo Safety Index 2025 with a score of 55.8.

+ The data was released by Numbeo, an online global database of user-contributed
data about cities and countries.

% Mangalore in Karnataka is the safest city in India, ranked 49th worldwide.

% Vadodara and Ahmedabad in Gujarat follow as the 2nd and 3rd safest cities
nationally, ranked 85th and 93rd globally.

« Jaipur, Navi Mumbai, and Thiruvananthapuram rank 5th, 6th, and 7th in India,
respectively, with safety indexes above 60.

% Chennai in Tamil Nadu ranked 8 in India and 158th globally with a safety index.

+ Cities like New Delhi, Noida, and Ghaziabad scored low on safety with high crime
index scores above 55.
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Most Valuable Family Businesses 2025

+ Hurun India Most Valuable Family Businesses 2025 was released by Barclays
Private Clients and Hurun India.

+ The Ambani family of Reliance Industries topped the list for the second
consecutive year with a valuation of *28.23 lakh crore.

+ The Kumar Mangalam Birla family of Aditya Birla Group secured second place
with 36.48 lakh crore.

+ The Jindal family of JSW Group entered the top three for the first time (third)
with %5.71 lakh crore.

s At the bottom, the Anil Agarwal family (Hindustan Zinc) stood 9th with %2.55 lakh
crore, and the Dani, Choksi & Vakil families (Asian Paints) 10th with %2.21 lakh
crore.

% Total assets of the top 300 Indian family businesses stand at $1.6 trillion or 3134
lakh crore, exceeding the GDPs of Turkey and Finland combined.

Top S00 Global Brands list
+ The Top Brand Union released the Top Brand 2025 "Top 500 Global Brands list."
% Microsoft leads with a brand value of USD 1,062.505 billion.
< NVIDIA ranks second with a brand value of USD 1,046.760 billion.
+ Apple comes next with USD 997.685 billion.

+ Other top brands include Amazon, Alphabet (Google), Saudi Aramco, Walmart,
Meta (Facebook), Berkshire Hathaway, and Broadcom.

+ PetroChina is the highest-valued Chinese brand at 14th place.

Rising Heat and Work Capacity

+ The World Health Organisation (WHO) and the World Meteorological Organisation
(WMO) released a report titled Climate Change and Workplace Heat Stress.

+ The report states that work productivity drops by 2 to 3 per cent for every degree
above 20 degrees Celsius.

% Approximately half of the global population is affected by high temperatures,
especially in developing countries like India.

v Early-day temperature rise in India significantly reduces work capacity in both
indoor and outdoor jobs.

+ Heat stress increases health risks such as dehydration, heatstroke, kidney
dysfunction, and neurological disorders.
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« Each hourly rise in Wet Bulb Globe Temperature (WBGT) leads to further
productivity loss in heat-exposed occupations.

+» Daily weather fluctuations and seasonal changes create a dual burden of reduced
income and higher health costs for workers.

Top 10 internet users in 2025

+ China ranks first with 1.11 billion internet users, representing nearly 78 percent
of its population.

+ India comes second with around 806 million users, accounting for 55.1 percent
of its population.

+ The United States is third with 322 million internet users, with a penetration rate
of over 95 percent.

+ At the lower end of the top ten, Mexico ranks ninth with 110 million internet
users, representing over 83 percent of its population.

+ Nigeria is tenth with 107 million users, less than half its population, but one of
the largest internet markets in Africa.

+ Pakistan ranks seventh, with 116 million and 1.11 billion internet users.

+ Pakistan has less than 50 percent internet penetration despite its large
population of 255 million.

Smart Cities in the World for 2025

+ The International Institute for Management Development (IMD) released the
Smart City Index 2025.

+ Zurich ranked first with an AAA rating, followed by Oslo and Geneva, both with
AAA ratings.

% Dubai made the biggest jump from 12th to 4th place, with an A rating.
+ London improved two spots to rank 6th, with an AA rating.
+ Lausanne took the 10th position, marking three Swiss cities in the top ten.

+ The index evaluates cities on health and safety, mobility, activities, opportunities
and governance.

+ Indian cities ranked outside the global top 100 in the 2025 index.

% Delhi (CC), Mumbai (CC), Hyderabad (CCC), and Bengaluru (CC) ranked 104th,
106th, 109th, and 110th, respectively.
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STATES

Poll-free tradition
+ Gathaman village is located in Palanpur taluka of Banaskantha district, Gujarat.
+ The village has not conducted a Gram Panchayat election since 1955.

+» Leadership is chosen through mutual agreement between the Hindu and Muslim
communities.

+ The population is around 7,000 with approximately 4,600 registered voters.

+ Hindu and Muslim residents alternate Sarpanch and Deputy Sarpanch posts
every term.

s In 2025, the Sarpanch post was reserved for the women under the official rotation
policy.

+ Gathaman qualifies as a consensus-based Panchayat (Samras), but receives no
Samras Gram Yojana grant.

+ Samras Gram Yojana is a Gujarat government scheme for unopposed Panchayat
selections, launched under former CM Narendra Modi.

s In June 2025, Gujarat held elections in 4,564 Gram Panchayats, out of which
761 were declared Samras.

+ Samras Panchayats are eligible for grants ranging from 3 lakh to 313 lakh.

+ Gathaman is disqualified due to one reserved Scheduled Tribe (ST) ward, despite
having no ST residents.

+ The ST reservation remains from a past entry of a government officer temporarily
registered in the village.

% The community continues to uphold its 70-year democratic consensus model
without external incentives.

India’s first Al-based road safety project

+ The Centre has approved Uttar Pradesh’s Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Big Data
Analytics pilot project to improve road safety.

+ The project, implemented at zero cost by ITI Limited and mLogica.

« It aims to reduce accidents using multi-source data, including vehicle telematics
and weather feeds.

« It will enhance the enforcement, faceless licensing, permits, revenue systems, e-
challan operations, and the 'Vahan Sarathi' vehicle registry.

% The project complies fully with the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988, and Central Motor
Vehicles Rules, 1989, with the continuous audits on legal compliance and data
privacy.
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Karlajhar's Community Fire Management

+ Karlajhar village in Gariaband district, Chhattisgarh, located within the Udanti-
Sitanadi Tiger Reserve, effectively controlled multiple forest fires in March 2025.

+ Four to five fire incidents have occurred in Karlajhar this year, all of which were
managed swiftly by villagers with minimal damage.

% Chhattisgarh recorded 19,003 fire incidents in 2025.

+ It is the highest in four years, with 789 in Gariaband district and 866 in Udanti-
Sitanadi Tiger Reserve.

+ Karlajhar received Community Forest Resource Rights (CFRR) under Section 5 of
the Forest Rights Act (FRA) in 2023 after a decade-long struggle.

% Section 5 of the FRA Act empowers the Gram Sabhas (village councils) to manage
forest resources, prevent destructive practices, and protect forest-dwelling tribal
habitats.

+ The Community Forest Resource Management Committee (CFRMC), formed in
2022, enforces protection through the Thengapalli patrol system with 10 teams
of 5 members each.

+ Each Thengapalli team patrols for three days monthly to monitor illegal activities
and report to the Gram Sabha.

Landrace Seed Policy

+ Odisha government has launched a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) to
integrate traditional seed varieties called landraces into formal seed systems.

+ The SOP aims to conserve agrobiodiversity and empower smallholder farmers by
prioritising farmers’ knowledge and community seed systems.

+ Landraces are genetically diverse traditional crop varieties adapted to local agro-
climatic conditions and offer traits like climate resilience, pest tolerance and
nutritional richness.

+ The initiative expands previous millet-focused efforts to include pulses, tubers,
cereals and other traditional crops.

Matri Van Initiative
+ The Matri Van Initiative was launched in Gurugram, Haryana.

+ It aims to develop a 750-acre theme-based urban forest in the Aravalli Hill area
along the Gurugram-Faridabad Road.

+ The initiative will create a nature-inspired green space that promotes biodiversity,
public well-being and sustainable urban living in Delhi-NCR.
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+ Citizens were encouraged to become Van Mitras by planting trees and preventing
deforestation as part of climate action.

Sabbatical Leave Scheme

« Sikkim became the first Indian state to launch a formal Sabbatical Leave scheme
in August 2025.

+ The aim is to support personal growth, skill development and entrepreneurship
among government employees.

+ The Regular employees with five years of continuous service can take leave from
365 to one thousand and eighty days with fifty per cent basic pay.

+ The scheme protects employee seniority and allows the government to recall them
with one month's notice.

+ Temporary staff are also covered after six months of the continuous service with
equal benefits.

Mahanadi Water Dispute

@,

% Odisha and Chhattisgarh have expressed willingness to resolve the Mahanadi
water dispute amicably before the Mahanadi Water Disputes Tribunal (MWDT).

+ Both States will update the tribunal on the progress of settlement talks with
secretaries required to be present.

+ Odisha has proposed forming a joint committee under the Union Ministry of Jal
Shakti, led by the Central Water Commission (CWC).

% The Mahanadi River originates in Chhattisgarh and flows 851 kilometres, with
494 kilometres in Odisha, before reaching the Bay of Bengal.

+ Odisha alleges upstream constructions by Chhattisgarh have reduced river flow,
affecting irrigation, drinking water and ecology.

% Chhattisgarh claims 52.9 per cent of the total catchment area of the river lies
within its borders, justifying its water use.

+ The dispute led to the formation of MWDT in 2018 following the Supreme Court
direction under the Inter-State River Water Disputes Act 1956.

Annadata Sukhibhava Scheme
< Andhra Pradesh launched the Annadata Sukhibhava-PM Kisan scheme.

v The scheme aims to empower Andhra Pradesh farmers financially and improve
their livelihood and agricultural productivity.
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+ The Super Six initiative promises Rs 20,000 annual support in three instalments,
plus pension hikes and free services for women.

+ Key programs include Polam Pilustondi, drip irrigation with 90% subsidy, and
technology-driven crop advisories to boost yield.

Uttarakhand flash floods

% A cloudburst has triggered flash floods in Dharali village, Uttarkashi district,
Uttarakhand, India.

+ The sudden downpour caused the Kheerganga river to swell rapidly, flooding
roads, buildings, and shops.

Y/

+ The ancient Kalpkedar temple was damaged and submerged in sludge.

+ The flood created an artificial lake by blocking the Bhagirathi River, threatening
downstream towns and villages.

+ Flash floods are sudden, intense floods caused by heavy rain or cloudbursts,
leading to rapid water rise and strong currents that can cause severe damage.

Sign language experts for juvenile justice

+ Punjab has become the first state in India to empanel sign language interpreters,
translators and special educators under the Juvenile Justice Act 2015.

+ The move aims to ensure accessible and sensitive justice for children with hearing
and speech impairments.

« Experts will be deployed district-wise to provide support services to children in
need during court proceedings and other official matters.

« This initiative aligns with the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act 2012 and promotes fair and sensitive outcomes.

+ The professionals will be compensated as per the legal provisions and assist in
routine and urgent cases involving children with special needs.

+ Punjab has previously broadcast Vidhan Sabha proceedings in sign language as
part of its inclusive governance efforts.

Nijut Moina 2.0’

% Assam has launched the Mukhya Mantrir Nijut Moina 2.0 scheme to boost girls’
enrolment in higher education.

s The scheme provides the monthly financial assistance to girl students studying
in government and government-aided institutions from Higher Secondary (HS) to
Postgraduate (PG) level.
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+» The scheme is universal and applies to girls from all families regardless of income.

Sairang Railway line

+ The newly commissioned 51.38 km Bairabi-Sairang railway line brings the rail
connectivity 18 km closer to Aizawl, the capital of Mizoram.

+ The project began in 2008-09, involving 48 tunnels and 142 bridges.

% Sairang may serve as a key link to Myanmar’s India-funded Sittwe Port under the
Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project.

+ The Civil unrest in Myanmar and political instability in Bangladesh have delayed
cross-border connectivity, including the Agartala-Akhaura and Imphal-Moreh
rail links.

Ni—-Cu-PGE Mineral Belt

% A significant discovery of Nickel-Copper-Platinum Group Elements (Ni-Cu-PGE)
sulphide mineralisation has been made in the Bhalukona-Jamnidih block of the
Mahasamund district, Chhattisgarh.

Y/

« A 700-metre mineralised zone with sulphide deposits up to 300 metres deep was
found.

+ The adjacent Kelwardabri Ni-Cu-PGE block, owned by Vedanta Group, together
with this discovery, positions Mahasamund as a critical mineral hub.

Heat Resilient Moodadi Project

+ Kerala State Disaster Management Authority launched the Heat Resilient
Moodadi project in Moodadi Panchayat of Kozhikode.

% This is the first local self-government-led heat action plan in the state to tackle
rising heatwaves.

« Experts from the climate and disaster management fields guided the plan after
1.5 years of community-based research.

+ The project’s pilot will be implemented in Anganwadis and later expanded to 32
centres and key institutions.

% Guidelines promote the use of heat-reflecting paints, bamboo barriers, and
shaded windows for local buildings.

% Moodadi Panchayat was selected as a ‘Living Lab’ for climate change by the
authority for its proactive model.
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India’s First Smart Village
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Satnavri, a village of 1,800 residents in rural Nagpur, Maharashtra, is set to
become India’s first smart intelligent village under a pilot project.

The project integrates advanced technologies like drone-assisted farming, smart
irrigation, mobile banking, digitised schools, and surveillance systems.

The pilot aims to unify digital tools such as IT-based soil testing and digital
solutions for Anganwadi to drive holistic rural development.

Grant for Non- Working Mothers

@,
0’0

Y/
0.0

Y/
0.0

Sikkim kickstarted his mega outreach for women by distributing cheques of Rs
20,000 each to 32,000 non-working women, who are mothers.

All unemployed women, who are mothers, will get Rs 40,000 per year under the
Aama Sashaktikaran Yojana.

Sikkim also announced that ‘Nari Adalats’ will be set up under the Women, Child,
Senior Citizen and Divyanjan Department.

The Nari Adalat is a community-based forum run by women to provide accessible
and informal justice, especially in rural and semi-urban areas.

Baaz Akh Anti-Drone System

The Punjab government deployed three Baaz Akh (Hawk Eye) anti-drone systems
along the India-Pakistan border to stop drug and weapon smuggling by drones.

The systems will be installed from Pathankot to Fazilka as a second line of defence
alongside the Border Security Force (BSF).

In 2024, Punjab seized 283 drones carrying heroin, weapons and ammunition
and 137 drones have been recovered so far in 2025.

The system alerts authorities instantly without manual monitoring and will be
coordinated with the BSF, Indian Air Force and Indian Army.

Etalin Hydroelectric Project

R/
0‘0

®
0.0
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0‘0

The Expert Appraisal Committee has recommended environmental clearance for
the 3,097-megawatt Etalin Hydroelectric Project (HEP) in Dibang Valley district,
Arunachal Pradesh.

The project involves building two concrete gravity dams on the Dri and Tangon
(Talo) rivers.

Stage-I Forest clearance was already granted by the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change in June 2025.

165

-*g TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM


https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

-*g TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM

ol Information is a Blessing

SHANKAR
IAS ACADEMY
.

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

New Defence Industrial Corridors in 2025

+ The Government of India plans to establish two defence industrial corridors in
Maharashtra and Assam.

+ This move follows the two existing corridors in Uttar Pradesh and Tamil Nadu,

+¢ The initiative aims to boost Atmanirbhar Bharat (self-reliant India) by promoting
indigenous defence manufacturing.

+ India’s annual defence production hit an all-time high of ¥1,50,590 crore in FY
2024-25.

Legalization of Bull Fighting

+ Goa legislators across party lines have demanded legal status for the bull fighting,
citing its cultural significance.

+ It is locally known as dhirio.

+ The Bull fights in Goa involve two trained bulls locking horns without human
participants.

% They were once common during church feasts and harvest celebrations.

% The High Court of Bombay at Goa banned bullfights in 1996 under the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals Act, but the practice continues clandestinely.

+ The Recent cases of bull and human deaths during fights and increasing illegal
betting have renewed the debate over legalisation and safety.

Kerala State Financial Enterprises

+ Kerala State Financial Enterprises (KSFE) became the first miscellaneous non-
banking financial company (NBFC) in India to cross %1 lakh crore business
turnover.

+ KSFE doubled its business from 350,000 crore to X1 lakh crore in four years.
+ The company posted a profit of 512 crore in the 2024-25 fiscal year.

+ KSFE provided 3504 crore in financial assistance through interest waivers and
contributed 3920 crore to the Kerala state government.

+ KSFE holds fixed deposits worth approximately 38,925 crore in the state treasury.

s Kerala Chief Minister has inaugurated the celebrations and unveiled KSFE’s new
tagline: “KSFE: The Courage of Kerala.”

Disha Abhiyan

+ Maharashtra has implemented Disha Abhiyan in 453 special schools.

166


https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM

SHANKAR
y IAS ACADEMY Information is a Blessing

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

+ It provides the uniform and high-quality education for students with intellectual
disabilities.

+ The curriculum was developed by Jai Vakil Foundation and approved by the
National Institute for the Empowerment of Persons with Intellectual Disabilities
(NIEPID).

+ Maharashtra is the first state in India to adopt such a comprehensive curriculum
for this group.

Stray dogs in India

< In 2025, Odisha, Jammu & Kashmir, Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, and
Rajasthan reported the highest numbers of stray dogs relative to their population,
with the highest counts per 1,000 persons.

+ Odisha tops the list with approx. 39-40 stray dogs per 1,000 persons due to poor
waste management and lack of sterilisation.

s Jammu & Kashmir (J&K) has 22.9 stray dogs per 1,000 persons.

« Uttar Pradesh has the highest total stray dog population at over 20 lakh, with
high density in urban areas.

s Kerala has about 2.5 lakh stray dogs, with slow progress in sterilisation and
vaccination efforts.

Anti-Drug campaign initiatives

¢ Punjab launched a first-time reward policy was launched to support police efforts
in the Yudh Nasheyan Virudh (War Against Drugs).

+» Police officers recovering over one kg of heroin will receive a reward of 31.20 lakh
for outstanding performance.

% An anti-drug syllabus was introduced in schools and 20 lakh people participated
in mega PTMs to raise awareness.

+ Punjab deployed an anti-drone system along its 553-km border with Pakistan to
curb cross-border drug trafficking.

CM Kisan Kalyan Yojana

% Madhya Pradesh Governor announced that by March 2025, over 83 lakh farmers
had received 17,500 crore was transferred to farmers under the CM Kisan
Kalyan Yojana.

v The scheme was launched in September 2020 to support small and marginal
farmers with 36,000 annually.

167


https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

SHANKAR
IAS ACADEMY

=" ( THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

"?, TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM

ol Information is a Blessing

+ This benefit was provided in addition to 36,000 received under the central PM
Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) scheme.

s The financial aid was given in three equal instalments of 32,000 each through
Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT).

v Farmers who paid income tax, held government jobs, or were elected
representatives were excluded from the scheme.

Consumer Disputes Redressal Rate

+ Ten states and the National Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission (NCDRC)
achieved over 100% case disposal rate in July.

s NCDRC recorded a disposal rate of 122%.

% Tamil Nadu led with 277%, followed by Rajasthan at 214% and Telangana at
158%.

+ Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand each achieved 150%, while Meghalaya
recorded 140%.

s Over two lakh users, including NRIs, have registered on the e-Jagriti platform
since its launch.

+ This year, 85,531 cases were filed through the platform.

% The e-Jagriti platform, launched by the Department of Consumer Affairs on
January 1, 2025, has further transformed the grievance redressal landscape.

Shram shree scheme - West Bengal

 West Bengal has launched a new rehabilitation initiative, the "Shramshree"
scheme.

% It aimed at Bengali migrant workers returning to the state after alleged
harassment and discrimination in other states for speaking Bengali.

+ Under the Shramshree scheme, each returning worker will receive 25,000 per
month for a year or until they secure new employment in Bengal.

« Twenty-two lakh migrant workers from West Bengal are working in other states.

Pampa river under National River Conservation Plan

% Kerala’s Pampa River is the state’s third-longest river, measuring 176 km in
length.

+ The river originates from Pulachimalai hill in the Peermade plateau at an altitude
of 5,410 ft.

168


https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

-*g TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM

ol Information is a Blessing

SHANKAR
IAS ACADEMY
.

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

« It flows through the districts of Pathanamthitta, Idukki, and Alappuzha.

s The Pampa River basin covers an area of 2,235 sq km and includes 30
panchayats and Chengannur municipality.

+ The Union Jal Shakti Ministry has requested a detailed report from the Kerala
government for inclusion in the National River Conservation Plan (NRCP).

Kalai-II Hydroelectric Project

+ The Arunachal Pradesh conducted a public hearing for environmental clearance
to the proposed Kalai-II hydroelectric project in Anjaw district.

s The 1,200 MW project is planned on the Lohit River.

+ Kalai-II is one of 13 stalled hydro projects revived through agreements with
central public sector units.

« It aims to enhance energy security in the Northeast.

Fully Digitally Literate State
+ Kerala has been declared the first fully digitally literate state in India.

+ The achievement comes under the Digi Kerala project aimed at empowering
citizens with digital skills.

+ The second phase will include digitisation of all essential documents linked to
DigiLocker.

+ Citizens will be trained to identify cybercrimes and prevent misuse of social
media.

% About 9,000 government services are now available online across the state.

Ran Samwaad

+ The Ministry of Defence will host its first global event, Ran Samwaad, on war and
warfare at the Army War College in Mhow, Madhya Pradesh.

+ The event will focus exclusively on practical aspects of war, warfare, and
warfighting.

% Ran Samwaad aims to become an annual event like the Raisina Dialogue,
focusing on active practitioners rather than veterans.
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PERSONALITIES, AWARDS, AND EVENTS

FIDE Women’s Chess World Cup 2025

% 19-year-old Divya Deshmukh has won the FIDE Women’s World Cup 2025 in
Batumi, Georgia.

+ She became the first Indian woman to win the chess World Cup.

+ She also became the India’s 88th and India’s fourth woman to become a grand
master.

s It was after Humpy, R. Vaishali, and Harika Dronavalli.

+ The final match was held between compatriots K. Humpy (Andhra Pradesh) and
Divya (Maharashtra).

Sansad Ratna Awards 2025

s Seventeen parliamentarians have been awarded Sansad Ratna Awards 2025 in
New Delhi today for their exemplary performances.

+ The honours also include four Special Jury Awards, recognising their consistent
contributions to parliamentary democracy across three successive terms.

% C.N. Annadurai (DMK) from Tamil Nadu also one among the awardee in 2025.
+ The awards have been given by a non-government organisation.

+ These Awards were instituted in 2010 by Prime Point Foundation and the
eMagazine PreSense, following the suggestion of Dr A.P.J. Abdul Kalam.

% Also, Dr Kalam inaugurated the first award ceremony in Chennai in May 2010.

% Notably, Hansraj Gangaram Ahir was the first recipient of the award.

Meghnad Desai
+ Meghnad Desai of Gujarat, eminent economist, passed away recently.

+ He has authored influential works including Marxian Economic Theory (1973),
Applied Econometrics (1976), Marx’s Revenge (2002), and Who Wrote the
Bhagavad Gita? (2014).

+ He was the First Indian-origin peer from the Labour Party, breaking new ground
in the UK’s political and social landscape.

+ Awarded the Padma Bhushan in 2008 by the India, in recognition of his lifelong
contributions to academia.
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Prof. Vasanthi Devi - demise

% Vasanthi Devi was the former Vice Chancellor of Manonmaniam Sundaranar
University.

+» She held office for two consecutive terms from 1992 to 1998.
« After her retirement, she was a member of the State Planning Commission (SPC).

+ Then she served as the Chairperson of the Tamil Nadu State Commission for
Women (TNSCW) during 2002-2005.

« She had contested against AIADMK leader Jayalalithaa in the R.K. Nagar
constituency in 2016.

+ She was active with Palli Kalvi Pathukappu Iyakkam (movement for saving school
education) till her last days.

+ She has strongly opposed the National Education Policy and advocated free and
equitable education for children.

Goswami Tulsidas 2025

s July 31, 2025, marks the 528th birth anniversary of the saint-poet Goswami
Tulsidas.

< He was born in the Banda district of Uttar Pradesh and was named Rambola
Dubey.

% He lived during the time of Mughal emperor Akbar.

+ Tulsidas wrote Ramcharitmanas in Awadhi, making the story of Lord Ram very
accessible to the masses.

% His main key works include Dohavali, Sahitya Ratna or Ratna Ramayan, Gitavali,
Krishna Gitavali or Krishnavali, and Vinaya Patrika.

Shibu Soren demise

+ Former Jharkhand Chief Minister and Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM) co-
founder Shibu Soren passed away.

% Known as Dishom Guru or Guruji, he played a very key role in the formation of
Jharkhand and was a leading voice for tribal rights and social justice.

+ Soren served three terms as Chief Minister of Jharkhand.
+ He was elected multiple times to the Lok Sabha from Dumka.

% He served as Union Coal Minister from May 23 to July 24, 2004; November 27,
2004 to March 2, 2005; and January 29 to November 2006.

+ He was elected to the Rajya Sabha in June 2020.
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Satya Pal Malik
% Satya Pal Malik died on August 5, 2025, in Delhi.

+ He was the last Governor of Jammu and Kashmir before its special status was
revoked in 2019.

+ He supported the 2021 farmers’ protest and the women wrestlers’ agitation.

+ He began his political career in 1974 under Chaudhary Charan Singh and later
joined multiple parties, including Congress, Janata Dal and BJP.

+ He served as Governor in Bihar, Jammu and Kashmir, Goa and Meghalaya.

% He played a key role for the BJP in western Uttar Pradesh after the 2013
Muzaffarnagar riots.

Dr. M.S. Swaminathan Centenary Conference

@,

% Dr. M.S. Swaminathan Centenary International Conference held at ICAR PUSA,
New Delhi.

Y/

+ The Conference’s theme was "Evergreen Revolution — The Pathway to Bio
happiness".

+ A special centenary memorial stamp was released in honour of Dr. Swaminathan.

s MS Swaminathan was hailed as the 'Father of India’s Green Revolution.'

+ He worked with Norman Borlaug in developing high-yielding wheat and rice
varieties.

+ Notably, the semi-dwarf wheat varieties revolutionised agriculture in India during
the 1960s and '70s.

<+ He was honoured as the first World Food Prize Laureate in 1987.

Equator Prize 2025

+ The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) declared ten winners of the
Equator Prize 2025.

+ The award honours the nature-based solutions by Indigenous Peoples and local
communities that support sustainable development and ecological resilience.

< Winners were selected under the theme Nature for Climate Action, with a focus
on women and youth leadership.

% Bibifathima Swa Sahaya Sangha from Karnataka, India, was the only winner
from the country

+ It supports 5000 farmers through millet farming seed banks and solar-powered
processing.

172


https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

-*g TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM

SHANKAR
4 IAS ACADEMY [e0%  Information is a Blessing

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

+ Other winners are from Argentina, Brazil, Ecuador, Indonesia, Kenya, Papua New
Guinea, Peru and Tanzania, showcasing community-led climate and biodiversity
action.

Gallantry and Service Medals 2025

s President Droupadi Murmu approved 127 gallantry awards and 40 distinguished
service awards on August 14, 2025.

% Operation Sindoor personnel have received 16 Shaurya Chakras, 15 Vir Chakras,
4 Kirti Chakras and numerous Sena, Nao Sena, and Vayu Sena Medals.

s The Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) won 23 gallantry medals, the highest
among Central Armed Police Forces.

+ These include 3 Shaurya Chakras and 20 gallantry medals for valour in Jammu
& Kashmir and anti-Maoist operations.

« BSF Sub-Inspector Mohd Imteyaj and Constable Deepak Chingakham were
posthumously awarded the Vir Chakra for exceptional courage and leadership.

« Sarvottam Yudh Seva Medals went to top military leaders like Lieutenant General
Rajiv Ghai and Air Marshals Narmdeshwar Tiwari, Nagesh Kapoor, Jeetandra
Mishra, and A.K. Bharti.

L. Ganesan demise

+ L. Ganesan, Governor of Nagaland and former BJP vice-president, passed away
in Chennai.

+ He earlier served as Governor of Manipur and held additional charge as Governor
of West Bengal (WB).

+ He played key roles in BJP’s growth in TN and was elected to the Rajya Sabha
from MP.

+ He also served as editor of Ore Naadu and founded Pottramarai to support Tamil
scholars.

Lord Swraj Paul's demise
s Lord Swraj Paul passed away in London.
< Born in Jalandhar in 1931, Paul moved to the UK in the 1960s.

+ He founded the Ambika Paul Foundation in memory of his daughter to support
child welfare.

« Paul established the Caparo Group in the UK and became a noted NRI
businessman.
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s In 1978, Swraj Paul was awarded a knighthood by the British Queen and later
became a member of the UK House of Lords.

% In 1983, he was awarded the Padma Bhushan, by Indira Gandhi, the Prime
Minister of India.

< From 2000 to 2005, he co-chaired the Indo-British Roundtable Conference.

+ He has a total of 15 honorary degrees from universities in the UK, USA, India,
Switzerland, and Russia.

IESO 2025

+ Rayansh Gupta from Ludhiana won a gold and a silver at the 18th International
Earth Science Olympiad (IESO 2025) 2025 in Jining, China.

+ Rayansh was appointed captain of the Indian team and held the national flag.
+ The Indian team won 7 medals and 1 special award at the global event.

% Rayansh also received the GYM (Geoscience for Youth and Media) Reporter
Award.

100 years of Vitthalbhai Patel’s presidency

+ The two-day All India Speakers’ Conference was held at the Delhi Legislative
Assembly.

+ The conference commemorated 100 years since Vitthalbhai Patel became the first
elected Indian President of the Central Legislative Assembly.

+ He established practices that continue to guide the work of legislative Speakers.

+ The Legislative Department and Secretariat were established in the Centre and
states during his tenure.

+ Vitthalbhai Patel emphasized the independence of legislative assemblies from
government control.

+ The Central Legislative Assembly was the Lower House of the legislature of British
India.

+ The House had initially convened in the building that currently houses the Delhi
Assembly.

National Teacher Award 2025

s Revathy Parameswaran from P.S. Senior Secondary School, Mylapore, has been
selected for the National Teacher Award 2025.

174


https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

-*g TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM

SHANKAR
4 IAS ACADEMY [e0%  Information is a Blessing

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

% Vijayalakshmi from Bharathiyar Centenary School, Tiruppur, has also been
selected for the award from Tamil Nadu.

< A total of 45 teachers across India will receive the National Teacher Award 2025.
+ The award ceremony will be held in New Delhi on September 5.

+ Each awardee will receive a certificate of merit, a cash prize of 350,000, and a
silver medal.

SPORTS

Asian Surfing Championship 2025

@,

% Tamil Nadu Deputy Chief Minister presented medals to the winners of the Asian
Surfing Championship 2025 in Mamallapuram.

Y/

+ Indian surfer Ramesh Budihal won a medal for the first time in Indian surfing
history.

+ Korea’s Kanoa Heejae won both the Men’s Open and Boys Under-18 titles.

s Japan’s Anri Matsuno won the Women’s Open title.

Asian Boxing Championships 2025

% India secured 27 medals at the Asian Under-19 (U19) and Under-22 (U22) Boxing
Championships 2025 held in Bangkok, Thailand.

% The U19 team won 14 medals including 3 gold, 7 silver, and 4 bronze finishing
second overall.

+ The U22 team earned 13 medals including 1 gold, 4 silver, and 8 bronze.

+ Ritika won gold in the women’s 80-plus kilogram (kg) category and was the only
U22 gold medalist.

% The other Notable medalists: Yatri Patel (silver in women’s 57 kg), Priya (silver in
women’s 60 kg), Neeraj (silver in men’s 75 kg), and Ishan Kataria (silver in men’s
90-plus kg).

Khelo India ASMITA

+ The Khelo India ASMITA Football League 2025-26 was launched by the Ministry
of State for Youth Affairs and Sports in Jalgaon, Maharashtra.

+ The initiative promotes affirmative action in sports by increasing women's
participation and identifying talent among girls under 13 years of age.
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+ The league aims to include players from tribal and minority communities and
offers a platform for both beginners and skilled athletes.

+ The event aligns with the government’s vision of ‘Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas’ to
ensure inclusive development through sports.

Khelo India Water Sports Festival

+ The first-ever Khelo India Water Sports Festival (KIWSF) will be held at Dal Lake,
Srinagar.

+ The Himalayan Kingfisher was launched as the mascot, representing adventure,
energy, and the spirit of Kashmir.

« KIWSF will include medal events in rowing, canoeing, and kayaking, along with
demo events like water skiing, dragon boat race, and shikara race.

Y/

+ This is the second Khelo India event in Jammu & Kashmir (J&K), after Gulmarg
hosted snow events in the Khelo India Winter Games (KIWG) in March 2025.

World Humanoid Robot Games

% China hosts inaugural World Humanoid Robot Games in Beijing to highlight Al
and robotics.

% Over 500 androids from 16 nations competed in 26 categories like soccer, boxing,
and gymnastics.

« The event served as a live testing ground to enhance robot agility, vision, and
independence.

% China targets leadership in humanoid robotics, with the global market projected
at $5 trillion by 2050.

+ Morgan Stanley estimates China will operate over 300 million humanoids by mid-
century.

% A state-led fund worth 1 trillion yuan backs China’s long-term tech and robotics
expansion.

Durand Cup 2025

s NorthEast United Football Club (FC) won the Durand Cup for the second
consecutive year.

+ The 134th edition of the Durand Cup was held at Vivekananda Yuba Bharati
Krirangan in Kolkata.

% Six Indian Super League (ISL) teams participated in Asia’s oldest football
tournament.
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IMPORTANT DAYS

World Lung Cancer Day 2025 - Aug 01

« It aims to raise awareness about lung cancer, its impact, and the importance of
prevention, early detection, and treatment options.

+ Smoking is the leading cause of lung cancer, responsible for approximately 85%
of all cases.

+ This year’s theme is "Breaking Barriers: Championing Early Detection and Equal
Care".

World Breastfeeding Week 2025 - August 01/07
« Every year, it is observed to promote and support breastfeeding across the globe.

+ The week is a joint initiative by the World Health Organisation (WHO) and the
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

+ The theme for 2025 is “Invest in breastfeeding, invest in the future.”

Muslim Women Rights Day 2025 - Aug 01

+ The day celebrates the enactment of the triple talaq law (The Muslim Women
(Protection of Rights on Marriage) Act).

« It was implemented on August 1, 2019.
+ The practice of triple talaq was made a criminal offence through this law.

« Triple talaq allowed Indian Muslim husbands to divorce their wives instantly, by
pronouncing the word “talaq” three times continuously.

+ This practice does not take the consent of wives into consideration.

CLOVES Syndrome Awareness Day 2025 - Aug 03

+ It aims to raise the awareness about Cloves syndrome, a rare and complex genetic
disorder.

« CLOVES Syndrome is a rare genetic disorder.
% Researchers believe it is caused by mutations in a gene called PIK3CA.

+ The condition leads to tissue overgrowth, affecting both physical and emotional
well-being.

+ There is no cure as yet for this syndrome.

177


https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

SHANKAR
IAS ACADEMY

=" ( THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

"?, TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM

ol Information is a Blessing

World Wide Web Day 2025 - August 01

+ It is a day dedicated to commemorating the birth of the World Wide Web (www)
and recognising its impact on the world.

¢ On this day in 1991 that Tim Berners-Lee posted a proposal for the World Wide
Web on the alt. hypertext newsgroup.

+ The World Wide Web, commonly known as the Web, was created by Sir Tim
Berners-Lee in 1989.

+ He had submitted a proposal for a "distributed information system" to facilitate
sharing and updating information among researchers at CERN.

+ The first web server, "http,” and the first web browser, "WorldWideWeb" (later
renamed Nexus), were created by Berners-Lee and his colleague Robert Cailliau
in 1990.

+ The theme for 2025 is ‘Empowering the Future: Building an Inclusive, Safe, and
Open Web’.

Indian Organ Donation Day 2025 - Aug 03

+ This date commemorates the first successful deceased-donor heart transplant in
India, which took place on August 3, 1994.

+ This year, the Centre launched a year-long national campaign titled "Angdaan-
Jeevan Sanjeevani Abhiyan"

+ It aims to promote organ and tissue donation throughout the country.

@,

« 18911 transplants have been reported to NOTTO from January to December in
2024.

Hiroshima Day 2025 - August 06

+ On August 6, 1945, the United States dropped the first atomic bomb in human
history on the Japanese city of Hiroshima.

% Delivered by the B-29 bomber aircraft, the nuclear bomb was codenamed 'Little
Boy' and ended up killing over 140,000 people.

+ This year, Japan marks the 80th anniversary of the deadly bombing.

National Handloom Day 2025 - August 07
% This day marks the launch of the Swadeshi Movement on August 7, 1905.
+ It was a reaction to the British government’s decision to split Bengal.

s The theme for 2025 is “Weaving Innovation into Tradition.”
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Quit India Movement Day 2025 - August 08

+ The historic Quit India Movement was launched on August 8, 1942, during the
All-India Congress Committee session in Bombay.

+ The movement demanded the immediate end of British rule following the failure
of the Cripps Mission.

+ Following this, MK Gandhi gave the powerful call of “Do or Die” at the Gowalia
Tank Maidan.

+ The slogan “Quit India” was coined by Yusuf Meherally, who had also created the
earlier slogan “Simon Go Back.”

Nagasaki Day 2025 - August 09

+ It commemorates the tragic occurrence of the atomic bombing of the Japanese
city of Nagasaki during World War II in 1945.

+ Three days after Hiroshima was bombed, on August 9, 1945, the US dropped the
atomic bomb codenamed “Fat Man” on Nagasaki.

Y/

+ Days later, on August 15, 1945, Japan surrendered, marking the end of World
War II.

International Day of the World's Indigenous Peoples 2025 - August 09

« It aims to raise awareness and promote the rights, cultures, and identities of
Indigenous communities.

v The theme of 2025 is “Indigenous Peoples and Artificial Intelligence (Al):
Defending Rights, Shaping Futures”.

% The UN declared 2019 as the International Year of Indigenous Languages.

+ The UN also declared the period from 2022 to 2032 as the International Decade
of Indigenous Languages.

International Biodiesel Day 2025 - August 10

% On this day in 1893, Sir Rudolph Diesel (inventor of the diesel engine) ran a
mechanical engine for the first time with groundnut oil.

% The day aims to create awareness about the importance of non-fossil fuels as an
alternative to conventional fossil fuels.

+ Biofuels are basically green fuels that are Environment friendly fuels, and their
utilisation would address global concerns about the containment of carbon
emissions.

179


https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

SHANKAR
IAS ACADEMY

=" ( THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

"?, TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM

ol Information is a Blessing

World Lion Day 2025 - August 10

+ It aims to raise awareness about the rapidly declining lion population and the
urgent need for their conservation.

+ Lions (Panthera leo) are the most social big cats, found mainly in sub-Saharan
Africa.

+ The Asiatic lion (Panthera leo persica) is slightly smaller than the African lion.

+ Asiatic lion numbers grew from 523 in 2015 to 891 by 2025, per the 16th Lion
Census (2025).

% It is listed as Vulnerable in the JUCN Red List.

% The Project Lion was launched on August 15, 2020, to secure the future of Asiatic
lions.

International Youth Day 2025 - August 12

+ The day aims to recognize the youth contributions, raise awareness about their
challenges, and promote youth engagement in global and local development.

+ The idea was first proposed in 1991 at the World Youth Forum in Vienna.

s The theme for 2025 is “Local Youth Actions for the SDGs and Beyond.”

World Elephant Day 2025 - August 12

s It was first celebrated in 2012, initiated by Patricia Sims and the Elephant
Reintroduction Foundation of Thailand.

+ The aim is to raise awareness about poaching, habitat loss, and promote ethical
tourism and habitat protection for elephants.

% The theme for 2025 is “Matriarchs & Memories.”

World Organ Donation Day 2025 - August 13

+ The day aims to raise awareness, honour donors, and encourage people to
register as organ donors to bridge the supply-demand gap.

s It commemorates the first living donor organ transplant in 1954, when Ronald
Lee Herrick donated a kidney to his twin brother.

« The 2025 theme is “Answering the Call”.

% In India, National Organ Day was initially observed on November 27, starting in
2010.

s Since 2023, it has been marked on August 3 to commemorate India’s first
successful deceased-donor heart transplant in 1994.
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Partition Horrors Remembrance Day 2025 - August 14

+ It commemorates the trauma and suffering endured during the Partition of India
in 1947.

+ The partition displaced between 12 and 20 million people along religious lines.

s First observed on August 14, 2021, following its declaration by the Prime
Minister.

+ The day aims to honour the victims and promote awareness of the tragic
consequences of partition.

National Librarian's Day 2025 - August 12

% National Librarian’s Day, first observed in 1962, marks the birth anniversary of
Dr. S.R. Ranganathan, the father of library science in India.

s He was born on August 9t in 1892 at Sirkali, Tanjavur.

+ His autobiography, published serially during his life, is titled A Librarian Looks
Back.

+ He also wrote a book "The Five Laws of Library Science".

+ The day honours librarians’ role in promoting literacy, education, and access to
information.

World Humanitarian Day 2025 - August 19

+ This day honours the courage and dedication of humanitarian workers
worldwide.

+ It was established by the United Nations in 2008, following the 2003 bombing of
the Canal Hotel in Baghdad, Iraq.

+ This year’s theme will be “Strengthening global solidarity and empowering local
communities.”

World Photography Day 2025 - August 19

« It aims to honour the art of photography and its power to inspire, preserve
memories, and create change.

+ The day marks the invention of the daguerreotype process by Louis Daguerre in
1839.

+ The theme for 2025 is "My Favourite Photo".
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World Orangutan Day 2025 - August 19
+ The day focuses on the conservation of orangutans and their natural habitat.
+ The word orangutan comes from the Malay words “Orang,” meaning person, and
“Hutan,” meaning of the forest.

+ They are the great apes found in Asia, closest living relatives of humans after
chimpanzees, bonobos, and gorillas.

+ They share 97% DNA with humans.

+ Present only available on the islands of Sumatra (Indonesia) and Borneo (shared
by Indonesia, Malaysia, and Brunei).

+ There are 3 types of orangutans:
o Bornean Orangutan - Critically Endangered.
o Sumatran Orangutan — Critically Endangered.

o Tapanuli Orangutan — Critically Endangered.

World Mosquito Day 2025 - August 20
+ It aims to raise awareness of the dangers posed by mosquito-borne diseases.

+ This day honours Sir Ronald Ross, who discovered that female Anopheles
mosquitoes transmit malaria.

+ The theme for 2025 is 'Accelerating the Fight Against Malaria for a More Equitable
World'.

Indian Akshay Urja Day 2025 - August 20

% The day commemorates the birth anniversary of former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi, India’s youngest PM.

% It was first celebrated in 2004.
+ The day was established by the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE).

+ The aim is to raise awareness about the importance and adoption of renewable
energy in India.

% August 20 is also observed as Sadbhavana Divas, or “Day of Harmony,” to mark
the birth anniversary of Rajiv Gandhi.

International Day of Remembrance and Tribute to the Victims of Terrorism
2025 - August 21

+ The day was established by the UN General Assembly in resolution 72/165 in
2017.
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+ The aim is to honour and support victims and survivors of terrorism and uphold
their human rights.

s The theme for 2025 is “United by Hope: Collective Action for Victims of
Terrorism.”

World Senior Citizens’ Day 2025 - August 21

% The day was founded in 1988 by U.S. President Ronald Reagan through
Proclamation 5847.

«» It was first celebrated in 1991 and later recognized as a global observance by the
UN in 1990.

< The aim is to honour the contributions of senior citizens and raise awareness
about their rights and needs.

« The 2025 theme is "Empowering Elderly Voices for an Inclusive Future".

International Day Commemorating the Victims of Acts of Violence Based
on Religion or Belief 2025 - August 22

v The day aims to promote tolerance, interfaith harmony, and ensure
accountability for violence rooted in religious discrimination.

% The day was first commemorated in 2019 by UN.

% The observance highlights the universal right to freedom of religion or belief as
outlined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (Article 18).

International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade and Its Abolition
2025 - August 23

+ This day honours the memory of millions affected by the transatlantic slave trade.

+ The day was initiated by UNESCO in 1997 to acknowledge the historical
injustices of slavery and celebrate the resistance of enslaved peoples.

% On August 22-23, 1791, enslaved people in Saint Domingue (present-day Haiti)
launched a revolt that sparked the Haitian Revolution.

% This uprising led to the formation of the first modern Black republic and became
a symbol of global resistance against oppression.

ISRO Day / National Space Day 2025 - August 23

+ National Space Day honours ISRO’s achievements and India’s rise as a global
space power.
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+ The date marks the historic Chandrayaan-3 soft landing on the Moon’s south
pole on August 23, 2023.

+ It was making India as the first nation to reach that region.

+ The theme of 2025 is “Aryabhatta to Gaganyaan: Ancient Wisdom to Infinite
Possibilities”, connecting India’s astronomy heritage to its space future.

Women’s Equality Day 2025 - August 26

+ The day recognizes the long and ongoing struggle for women’s rights and gender
equality around the world.

« The first Women’s Equality Day was celebrated in 1973 after Congress officially
designated the day in 1971.

+ The main aim of the day is to raise awareness, honour historic milestones, and
empower women through education and action.

National Sports Day 2025 - August 29
+ It commemorates the birth anniversary of hockey legend Major Dhyan Chand.
s It was first observed in 1995 and has been nationally celebrated since 2012.
% The day also witnessed the launch of the Fit India Movement in 2019

+ This year's celebration is led by Fit India Mission and organised as a three-day,
nationwide sports, fitness movement from August 29-31.

< The theme of these events is 'Ek Ghanta, Khel ke Maidan Main'.

World Water Week 2025 - August 24/28

« It is the leading conference on global water issues, held every year since 1991.

% The theme for 2025 is Water for Climate Action.

% 1in 4 -or 2.1 billion people globally — still lack access to safely managed drinking
water.

+ 106 million people drink directly from untreated surface sources.

« 1.7 billion people still lack basic hygiene services at home, including 611 million
without access to any facilities.

Small Industry Day 2025 - August 30

% It celebrates the immense contribution of small-scale industries to India’s
economic growth, employment, and innovation.
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% On this day in 2000, Ministry of Small-Scale Industries (SSI) had launched a
comprehensive policy package for SSI Sector.

% Indian MSMEs contributes around 30.1% to India’s GDP and hold around
45.79% share in all India exports 2024.

+ Meanwhile, the United Nations General Assembly designates international
MSMESs day on June 27 annually.

World Lake Day 2025 - August 27
+ This year marked the first year of observance.

« It aims to raise awareness of the importance of lakes and the sustainable
management of lake and related ecosystems.

+ There are over 117 million lakes on Earth. They cover nearly 4 per cent of the
planet's land surface.

MISCELLANEOUS

100 Years of Indian Hockey 2025

% Indian hockey's legacy began in 1925 with the formation of its first-ever national
governing body.

% To commemorate this historic milestone, Hockey India will organise an
unprecedented, nationwide celebration on November 7.

+ The event will feature 1,000 simultaneous matches - one men's and one women's
match in every district of the country.

Android Earthquake Alert System

+ Google has developed the Android Earthquake Alerts System for Android smart
phones.

% It is designed to detect earthquakes using the accelerometers built into Android
smartphones.

+ But it was failed to deliver timely and effective warnings during the catastrophic
Turkey earthquakes on 6 February 2023.

s Google sends two types of alerts to Android phones
o Be Aware Alerts: For lighter shaking (magnitude 4.5+).

o Take Action Alerts: For stronger shaking.
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Panel For COP-33 in 2028

R/

+ India has initiated preparations to host the 33rd United Nations Climate Change
Conference (COP33) in 2028.

+ The COP33 Cell, formed under the Climate Change Division of the MoEFCC, will
oversee the event.

+ The cell comprises 11 members, including a Joint Secretary (Climate Change),
directors, and consultants.

+ During COP 28 in Dubai, Prime Minister had proposed India as the host country
for COP 33.

« If accepted by the UNFCCC, COP 33 would be the second UN climate conference
to be hosted by India after COP 8 in New Delhi in 2002.

Rajendra Chola’s Gangetic expedition

@,

% Rajendra Chola - I’s mighty army traversed vast swathes of eastern and northern
India in the 11th century CE.

+ It was the popular belief that Rajendra Chola personally marched towards the
Gangetic plains.

+ But inscriptions on the Tiruvalangadu copper plates reveal that one of the ablest
generals of the king had commanded the military expedition towards the Ganges.

+ The Chola monarch had stayed back on the banks of the Godavari.

+ The historical works such as The Cholas by K.A. Nilakanta Sastri, Pirkaala
Sozhar Sarithiram (History of Later Cholas) by T.V. Sadasiva Pandarathar, and
The Palas of Bengal by R.D. Banerji reveals that.

+ These accounts reveal the Chola forces defeated kingdoms in the eastern Deccan,
coastal Odisha, and eventually clashed with the Pala dynasty in Bengal.

+ The actual campaign began not from the Chola’s capital in the South, but from
the northeast of Venginadu that spread across the Godavari and Krishna rivers.

% Venginadu, at that time, was ruled by kings (Eastern Chalukyas or Chalukyas of
Vengi) loyal to the Cholas.

% Due to Vengi’s close ties with the Cholas, and since all the regions to its south
were already under Rajendra Chola’s empire, the expedition began north of Vengi,
with the first conquest in that campaign being Chakrakottam.

% Chakrakottam is situated eight miles from Rajapura, on the southern bank of the
Indravati River.

+ In modern times, the place is known as Chitrakootam (Bastar region in present-
day Chhattisgarh).
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« After the fall of Chakrakottam, the Chola army marched towards the green fields
of ‘Masuna Desam’ or ‘Masuni Desam’ under the control of brave rulers of the

Chindaka family.

+» The Chindaka family identified themselves as belonging to the Naga lineage.

+ Nilakanta Sastri, while citing a Tamil Prasasti, says the region of
Maduramandalam, Namanaikkonam and Panchappalli, all fell under the ‘Masuni
Desam’.

+ Maduramandalam was destroyed in a trice by the Chola army.

+ Namanaikkonam and Panchappalli were also conquered by Rajendra’s
commander.

+ Following that, the Chola commander marched further northeast, defeated
Indraratha at Adinagara, and captured the regions of Odda (Odisha).

Y/

+ His campaign took a westward turn with the capture of the Kosala kingdom.

Y/

+ The region of Kosala referred to here is Dakshina (southern) Kosala, also known
as Mahakosala.

% Having consolidated control over central-eastern India, the next target was
Dandabhukti to the east, ruled by Dharmapala.

+ Dandabhukti comprised the southern and southwestern parts of the Midnapore
district in Bengal.

% Therefore, it likely stretched along both banks of the Subarnarekha River.
+ From there, the Chola forces advanced towards Bengal.

+ After defeating Dharmapala, Rajendra’s army marched towards Dakshinaradha
(Takkana Ladam in Tamil), ruled by Ranasura.

+ ‘Radha’ (also spelt as Ratta or Lada) was the ancient name of a part of Bengal,
which was bounded on the north by the Ganges.

+ Dakshinaradha refers to the area comprising today’s Hooghly and Howrah
districts in Bengal, while Uttararadha (Uttara Ladam in Tamil) refers to the
regions comprising Murshidabad and Birbhum districts.

+ With southern Bengal subdued, the commander passed eastwards, crossed the
Ganges, and reached Vangala Desam (Eastern Bengal), which was then ruled by
Govindachandra.

+ Following the conquest of Eastern Bengal, Rajendra Chola’s army turned
westward and defeated Mahipala.

v The commander reached the Ganges, fetched water from the river, and brought
it to his sovereign lord, Rajendra.
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+ The commander the King met on the banks of the Godavari during the army’s
retreat.

+ Though the fetching of the Ganges water was perhaps part of the original
objective.

+ But the true motive was undoubtedly an exhibition of the Chola empire’s power
and a demonstration of its strength to the rulers of northern India.

% Rajendra then returned to his kingdom with his victorious general.

+ During his return journey, he visited various temples and made offerings, as
mentioned in several inscriptions.

% One such inscription was found in Thriloki (modern-day Thirulogi near
Thiruppanandal in the Thanjavur district), located about ten miles southeast of
Gangaikonda Cholapuram.

Y/

+ A fragmentary record engraved in Tiruloki makes an interesting reference to the
incident of the king worshipping the sacred feet of the Lord at this village.

Y/

+ That is only about 10 miles from Gangaikonda Cholapuram.

+ The ancient name of this place was given as Trailokyamahadevi-
chaturvedimangalam.

+ The aim of the expedition was not merely to bring down the water of the Ganges
to the Chola capital.

+ But to do so after establishing a right of way across territories outside the empire
by a strong show of force.

+ This becomes clear from the statement that at the end of the expedition, Rajendra
erected a ‘liquid pillar of victory’ (jalamayam jayastambham) in his capital with
the waters of the Ganges, in the form of the tank Cholagangam.

+ The invasion of the Chola king did not change the political divisions of the
country, but it left one permanent mark in the shape of a body of settlers.

Gavri Festival
+ The Gavri Festival is a 40-day ritual by Mewar’s Bhils in Rajasthan.
s It is held after Raksha Bandhan to honour Gorkhiya Mata (Goddess Parvati).

+ Bhil troupes perform village-to-village dance-dramas (khels), songs, and spiritual
rites rooted in nature, resistance, and community values.

% Plays like ‘Badliya Hindwa’ and ‘Bhilurana’ depict ecological devotion and historic
resistance to invaders.
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400-mile fossil volcano chain

% A 400-mile (700 km) long fossilized volcanic arc formed 800 million years ago was
found under South China’s Yangtze Block.

+» Formed during Rodinia’s breakup, it resulted from flat-slab subduction, causing
magma to rise and solidify deep below.

+ Airborne magnetic sensing and boreholes up to 6 km deep revealed volcanic rocks
with arc-related geochemistry.

+ Uranium-lead dating confirmed formation between 770 and 820 million years ago
in the early Neoproterozoic era.

Y/

+ The unusually wide arc (up to 50 km) reshapes the understanding of the early
continental crust evolution.

Ratadiya Ri Dheri

% A new Harappan settlement was found at Ratadiya Ri Dheri in Jaisalmer district,
marking the first Indus Valley site in Rajasthan's desert region.

% Itis located 60 km from Ramgarh and 17 km from Pakistan’s Sadewala.
+ This site connects northern Rajasthan with Gujarat’s ancient civilizations.

+ The discovery includes red pottery, terracotta objects, stone tools, and kiln bricks
similar to those found at Mohenjo-daro and Kanmer.

+ The Archaeologists date the site to the mature urban phase of the Indus Valley
Civilization (2600-1900 BCE), identifying it as a rural Harappan settlement.

+ Evidence of chert blades from Rohri in Pakistan indicates long-distance trade and
cultural links within the Harappan network.

Flash flood hotspots across India

+ A new study has identified flash flood-prone areas mainly in the Himalayas, the
West Coast and Central India.

+ The Extremely vulnerable sub-basins are located in the Brahmaputra, Narmada,
Tapi, Mahanadi, Brahmani and West Coast River basins.

+ High-risk areas are also found in parts of the Godavari, Ganga, Mahi and Indus
River basins.

+ The Flash floods usually occur within four to six hours of intense rainfall and are
often caused by cloudbursts in hilly regions.

<+ The Main causes include saturated soil, sudden release of water from dams and
fast surface runoff due to urban development.
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+ The Flash Flood Guidance System, which has been operational since 2020, much
provides early warnings up to twenty-four hours in advance.

The naval prowess of Rajendra Chola I
+ Naval supremacy drove the Chola empire to the height of glory.

+ Under the dynamic leadership of Rajendra Chola I, the Chola navy reached the
zenith of its power.

% He ascended the throne in 1012 CE

% With nearly the entire southern peninsula of India under their dominion, the
Cholas commanded an unobstructed access to the seas.

« By that they turned into a theatre of unprecedented political expansion.
% Rajendra’s reign marked the most assertive phase of Chola overseas ambition.

+ The naval campaigns launched during this period led to the annexation of Sri
Lanka and an audacious expedition across the Bay of Bengal to the distant
shores of the Malay Peninsula.

+ The Victory over Malay Peninsula earned Rajendra the title Kadaram Kondan (the
Conqueror of Kadaram).

+ The existence of a well-organised fleet of ships and boats of various grades in
Chola’s navy served both commercial and military purposes.

+ K. A. Nilakanta Sastri, in his book The Colas, had offered a detailed account of
Rajendra’s naval campaigns.

« It was particularly those targeting Eelamandalam (Sri Lanka) and Kadaram, the
strategic stronghold in the Kingdom of Srivijaya.

+ In 1017 CE, Rajendra launched a decisive campaign against Sri Lanka.
% This was the fifth year of his reign.

+ And it marked the culmination of the efforts initiated by his father, Raja Raja
Chola I.

+ The Chola conquest coincided with the thirty-sixth regnal year of the Sinhalese
ruler Mahinda V.

+ It was according to inscriptions and the Ceylonese chronicle Mahavamsa.
+ It was dated to 1017 CE.

+ The Chola involvement in Sri Lanka stretched back to the reign of Parantaka
Chola I, who ruled from 907 to 955 CE.

% However, it was Raja Raja who annexed the northern parts of the island.
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+ Though some territories remained under local Sinhalese control, the Chola grip
steadily tightened.

* Rajendra’s offensive went further than that of his father.
+» His forces captured Mahinda V and seized the royal regalia, including the crown.

+ His control over the island was comprehensive enough to convert it into a full-
fledged Chola province.

+» Inscriptions bearing the title, tirumanni valara, attributed to Rajendra, were also
found near Polonnaruwa in Sri Lanka.

+ Temples built in the Tamil Chola architectural style, dedicated to deities such as
Shiva and Vishnu, further underscored Chola influence.

% Around 1029 CE, 12 years after the invasion, a fresh wave of unrest erupted.

+ Kassapa, son of Mahinda V, who had been raised in secrecy, led a very successful
rebellion.

« After six months of conflict, he regained control and ruled as Vikkamabahu I, re-
establishing Sinhalese sovereignty.

* Rajendra’s imperial vision did not stop with Sri Lanka.

« In 1025 CE, soon after his campaign to the Ganges, he turned his gaze eastward
towards the thriving maritime Kingdom of Srivijaya.

+ This Southeast Asian empire controlled vital sea lanes connecting India to China
and ruled over territories that included the Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, and Java.

+ Initially, relations between the Cholas and Srivijaya were cordial.

+ Raja Raja Chola had granted some land in Nagapattinam to Mara Vijayottunga
Varman of the Shailendra dynasty for the construction of the Chudamani Vihara.

+ Diplomatic missions moved regularly between the two kingdoms and China.

% Srivijaya sent envoys in 1003 and 1008 CE, while the Cholas reciprocated the
gesture in 1015, 1033, and 1077 CE.

+ Inscriptions on the Tiruvalangadu copper plates merely mentioned the conquest
of Kadaram.

+ While a Tamil prasasti (an inscription in praise of a ruler) provides some more
details.

% One view attribute the conflict to interference by Srivijaya in Chola maritime
trade.

% While another sees it as part of Rajendra’s broader ambition to achieve maritime
supremacy and secure overseas prestige.

% Rajendra’s Southeast Asia campaign was swift and decisive.
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+ The Chola ships had crossed the Bay of Bengal and struck at the heart of
Srivijayan power.

+ Kadaram was captured and Sangrama Vijayottungavarman, successor to Mara
Vijayottungavarman, was taken prisoner.

+ While the campaign had projected Chola’s might across the seas, there was no
immediate attempt to establish direct rule over the conquered territories.

+ Rajendra’s successor, Virarajendra I, claimed to have reconquered Kadaram and
restored its ruler, indicating that earlier gains were only temporary.

% A Tamil inscription from Sumatra, dated to 1088 CE, provides further evidence
of continued Chola activity in the region.

% It was at least in terms of commerce.

+ Beyond the military conquests, these expeditions highlighted the Chola empire’s
broader diplomatic reach.

+ Inscriptions in the Karandai copper plates indicated that the King of Kambhoja
(the Kingdom of Angkor ruled by Suryavarman I) had solicited the friendship of
Rajendra by sending him a victorious war-chariot with which he had defeated
hostile armies.

+ Rajendra’s naval expeditions marked a bold chapter in history.

+ They extended both political and cultural reach of the Chola empire beyond the
Indian subcontinent.

Kashmir’s Sharda Script

+ The first-ever exhibition dedicated to the Sharda script was held at the Chinar
Book Festival in Srinagar.

+ Sharda developed between the 8th and 9th centuries AD and was mainly used by
Kashmiri Pandits.

s Few manuscripts survive, with many texts found between 1875 and 1925 on
paper and birch-bark.

% Archaeological discoveries include 21 lines of Sharda inscriptions on hero-stones
in Lolab Valley, Kupwara and finds in Baramulla district.

Arya Samaj marriages

% The Allahabad High Court last week directed the Uttar Pradesh government to
investigate about unlawful Arya Samaj marriages.

v The Arya Samaj was formally established by Swami Dayanand Saraswati in 1875
as a Hindu revivalist movement.
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+ The Arya Samaj has made the attempts to convert persons from other faiths or
ideologies to its version of Vedic, monotheistic Hinduism through a process it
called “shuddhi” (purification).

+ Arya Samaj weddings are favoured by couples seeking quick marriages, especially
those from different castes or faiths.

s In 1937, the Arya Marriage Validation Act was passed to “remove doubts” and to
recognise the validity of Arya Samaj marriages.

+ These weddings take place as per a specific set of Hindu rituals, but only require
the bride and groom to be of marriageable age and declare themselves to be Arya
Samajis — regardless of their caste or religion.

+ This process is faster and simpler than the Special Marriage Act, 1954, which
mandates a 30-day public notice and more formal procedures.

< In Uttar Pradesh, Section 6 of the UP Prohibition of Unlawful Conversion of
Religion Act, 2021 renders void any marriage that is preceded by an unlawful or
procedurally non-compliant religious conversion.

« It requires pre- and post-conversion declarations and places the burden of proof
on the accused to show voluntary consent.

Y/

+ Arya Samaj shuddhi rituals often do not meet these legal standards, creating
conflicts between Arya Samaj marriages and state laws.

Sarnath - Nominated for UNESCO World Heritage

+ India has submitted this year a dossier titled 'Ancient Buddhist Site, Sarnath' to
the UNESCO World Heritage Centre for the 2025-26 nomination cycle.

s As per the Operational Guidelines, 2024, only one property can be submitted for
the inscription process in any given cycle.

% Sarnath has been on UNESCO's “tentative list” since 1998.
+ Sarnath is located near Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh.

+ It is a major Buddhist pilgrimage site where Gautama Buddha delivered his first
sermon (Dhammachakkara parivattana) after enlightenment.

% It is also known by names such as Rishipatana, Mrigadava, and Mrigadaya.

Lightning Mega flash

% A massive lightning bolt that lit up the sky from Texas to Kansas in October 2017
has been confirmed as the world's longest lightning flash.

s It was stretching 829 kilometres (515 miles) across the Great Plains of North
America.
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+ The flash is a single continuous long horizontal lightning event that can produce
hundreds of cloud-to-ground strikes.

s The previous record was 477 miles set in April 2020 across the southern United
States and the Gulf of Mexico.

+ The 2017 mega flash lasted just over 7 seconds, while the longest duration record
is about 17 seconds over Argentina and Uruguay in 2020.

NH Accidents in First Half of 2025
s 29,018 people died on National Highways (NH) in the first six months of this year.
+ This is more than 50% of the total fatalities of last year.

% Though NHs comprise only 2% of the total road network in India, they account
for over 30% of road accident deaths.

+ The data shows 67,933 accidents took place on national highways up to June
2025.

Y/

s In 2024, 53,090 people died in 1,25,873 accidents across national highways.
% In 2023, 53,630 people died in 1,23,955 accidents.

Groundwater Pollution Crisis

« Over 85 per cent of rural drinking water and 65 per cent of irrigation water in
India come from groundwater.

+ The 2024 Annual Groundwater Quality Report by the Central Groundwater Board
(CGWB) shows over 20 per cent of samples from 440 districts are contaminated
with nitrates.

+ Excess fluoride affects more than 9 per cent of samples, causing dental and
skeletal fluorosis mainly in Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh, and Telangana.

% Arsenic levels in Punjab and Bihar exceed World Health Organisation (WHO) safe
limits, causing cancer and neurological disorders.

+ Uranium contamination above 100 parts per billion (ppb) is found in Punjab,
Andhra Pradesh, and Rajasthan due to fertilisers and over-extraction.

% Heavy metals such as lead, cadmium, chromium, and mercury from industrial
discharge cause health problems, including neurological damage.

s Over 13 per cent of groundwater samples exceed safe iron levels, leading to
gastrointestinal disorders.

s Groundwater pollution causes diseases like skeletal fluorosis, affecting 66 million
people and cancer linked to arsenic exposure in several districts.
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+ Nitrate contamination poses a serious risk to infants, causing conditions like blue
baby syndrome.

+ India’s groundwater pollution is a public health emergency threatening the lives
of over 600 million people daily.

100 Years of Kakori Rail Conspiracy

+ The Kakori Rail Conspiracy took place on August 9 in 1925 near Kakori railway
station in Uttar Pradesh.

+ Revolutionaries stopped the 8-Down train on the Saharanpur to Lucknow line
and seized government treasury funds.

% The action was carried out by members of the Hindustan Republican Association
to fund the freedom movement.

% The British government responded with mass arrests and strict punishments.

% Ram Prasad Bismil, Ashfaqulla Khan, Rajendra Lahiri and Roshan Singh were
executed in 1927.

+ Others involved received long prison sentences.

+ Chandrashekhar Azad evaded arrest and continued the struggle until 1931.

s In 2025 the 100th anniversary of the incident was officially observed.

Supreme Court on Stray Dogs control

+ The Supreme Court directed municipal authorities to pick up and house all stray
dogs in Delhi and parts of the National Capital Region in dedicated shelters within
eight weeks.

+ The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960, aims to prevent “the infliction of
unnecessary pain or suffering on animals”.

« Under the Act, the Centre in 2001 promulgated the ABC (Dogs) Rules.

+ The Animal Birth Control Rules 2023 provides a doctrine of “capture, neuter,
vaccinate, release”.

s It forbids municipalities from permanently relocating healthy dogs or impounding
them for long periods except if a dog is rabid, incurably ill or found to be
dangerously aggressive by a veterinarian.

Dardanelles Strait

« Turkey temporarily closed the Dardanelles Strait due to forest fires near the city
of Canakkale.
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The strait is a major international waterway linking the Aegean Sea to the Sea of
Marmara and supports heavy commercial shipping between Europe and Asia.

Nearly 46,000 vessels passed through the Dardanelles in 2024 according to
official records.

Ancient tools in Indonesia

Scientists discovered stone tools on Sulawesi Island, Indonesia.
It dates back 1.48 million years and indicates early human presence in Wallacea.
The tools were used to cut small animals and carve rocks.

These findings challenge previous theories that Homo Erectus settled Wallacean
islands only 1.02 million years ago due to sea travel limits.

Wallacea is a region in Eastern Indonesia between Borneo, Java, Australia and
New Guinea named after naturalist Alfred Russel Wallace.

Muthuvan Tribe - Kerala

Y/
0.0

A three-day Muthuvan tribal convention was held at Chempakathozukudy near
Suryanelli in Munnar.

It was organised by the Muthuvan Adivasi Samudaya Sangam to protect tribal
language and culture.

The Muthuvans, or Mudugars community resolved to continue using the tribal
language.

Around 25,000 Muthuvan people live in Idukki, Ernakulam and Thrissur
districts.

There are two different groups among the Muthuvan as Malayalam Muthuvan
and Pandi Muthuvan.

The Muthuvan adhere to community endogamy and clan exogamy.
They follow a unique system of governance called the ‘Kani System’.

Virippukrishi, a form of shifting cultivation, is their traditional means of
livelihood.

Niishu Script

Nushu is a 400-year-old women’s only script from Jiangyong in Hunan province
in China.

It is witnessing a revival among Gen Z Chinese women who see it as a symbol of
sisterhood and empowerment.
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+ Nushu is a 17th century phonetic script created by women as a secret system of
communication.

+» The script uses slender curved leaf-shaped characters based on the local dialect
and was shared through letters songs and embroidery.

+ It emerged during a time when women were excluded from formal education and
became a symbol of sisterhood and resilience.

Ancient mud waves

¢ 117-million-year-old mud waves were found under the Atlantic west of Guinea-
Bissau.

+ They were shaped by underwater avalanches from early Atlantic water flows.

+ This event disrupted deep-sea carbon layers, influencing global climate patterns.

Y/

+ This may reshape our understanding of tectonics, ocean currents, and
Cretaceous warming.

Australopithecus Fossil

+ Fossilised teeth found in Ethiopia’s Afar Region reveal that two human ancestor
species coexisted about 2.6 million years ago.

+ The discovery includes 10 teeth from a previously unknown Australopithecus
species and 3 teeth from early Homo genus members.

+ This challenges the old view that the Australopithecus species disappeared before
Homo appeared.

% The findings suggest at least five hominin species lived together in eastern Africa
during this time.

14th-century goddess idol - Erode

% A l4th-century stone idol of goddess Nisumba Soodhani was found in River
Bhavani near the Kodiveri anicut.

+ The sculpture has fierce eyes and unusually large ears.

« It is said that the Cholas worshipped the deity before going to war, as they
believed she was the goddess of victory.

Tiruvarur Muthuswami statue at Madras High Court

% Justice Tiruvarur Muthuswami was the first Indian judge appointed to the
Madras High Court in 1878.
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* He was born on January 28, 1832, in Uchuvadi, Thanjavur district.
+ He served as a judge until his death on January 25, 1895.

% In 1898, the then Chief Justice Sir Arthur John Hammond Collins installed his
marble statue.

Criminal cases against Chief Ministers
% Forty per cent of chief ministers face criminal cases, according to an ADR report.

+ Twelve out of thirty Chief Ministers (CMs) in India have declared criminal cases
against themselves.

% Revanth Reddy (Telangana) has the highest number of cases at 89, followed by
M.K. Stalin (Tamil Nadu) with 47.

+ Chandrababu Naidu (Andhra Pradesh) has declared 19 cases, Siddaramaiah
(Karnataka) 13, and Hemant Soren (Jharkhand) five.

% Devendra Fadnavis (Maharashtra) and Sukhvinder Singh (Himachal Pradesh)
have four cases each, Pinarayi Vijayan (Kerala) two, and Bhagwant Mann
(Punjab) one.

% Ten CMs (33%) have declared serious criminal cases like attempt to murder,
kidnapping, bribery, and intimidation.

+ The report was released as the Centre introduced bills to remove PMs, CMs, and
Ministers arrested for 30 days on serious charges.

+ The Association of Democratic Reforms (ADR) said this in an analysis report.

10 UNESCO World Heritage Caves Around the World

+ Mammoth Cave National Park in the USA is the world’s longest cave system,
spanning over 643 kilometers.

% Carlsbad Caverns National Park, also in the USA, features more than 119 caves,
including the large Big Room chamber.

+ Elephanta Caves in Maharashtra, India, showcase ancient Hindu and Buddhist
rock-cut sculptures.

« The Ajanta Caves in India contain Buddhist temples with paintings and
sculptures dating back to the 2nd century BCE.

s Ellora Caves in India include rock-cut temples representing Buddhism,
Hinduism, and Jainism from the 6th to 10th century.

% The Skocjan Caves in Slovenia are among the largest underground canyons
shaped by the Reka River.
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+ Phong Nha-Ke Bang National Park in Vietnam contains Hang Son Doong, the
world’s largest cave passage.

* Gunung Mulu National Park in Malaysia is famous for the Sarawak Chamber,
one of the largest cave chambers.

% Mogao Caves in China have 735 caves with Buddhist art from 366 CE.

+» Sterkfontein Caves in South Africa are part of the Cradle of Humankind and are
important for human evolution studies.

Highest Rainfall in Jammu
s Jammu recorded 380 mm of rainfall in 24 hours, the highest since 1910.
s The last record was 270.4 mm recorded on September 25, 1988.
¢ This has also broken the record of 218.4 mm recorded on August 23, 1996.

+ This figure is close to 403.1 mm - Jammu's monthly average for August.

Christian settlement in Abu Dhabi

+ Archaeologists discovered a plaster cross dating back 1,400 years on Sir Bani
Yas Island near Abu Dhabi.

% The cross was found in the courtyard of houses first discovered in 1992, linked
to a nearby church and monastery.

% This discovery provides concrete evidence that the houses were part of a Christian
settlement.

« Experts believe senior monks lived in these small houses for prayer and fasting
away from the main monastery.

+ Christian communities thrived in the region around the sixth century, coexisting
with Muslims before the monastery was abandoned in the eighth century.

Shadow schooling in India

+ Latest Comprehensive Modular Survey (CMS) on education, was conducted as
part of the 80th round of the National Sample Survey (NSS).

% Government schools still enroll the majority of students nationwide, accounting
for 55.9% of all enrolments.

% From villages, nearly two-thirds of children study in government institutions.
+ In contrast, only 30.1% of city children attending government schools.

% 33% of students relying on private coaching beyond classrooms or Shadow
schooling.
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% “Shadow schooling” refers to the additional private tutoring or coaching that
students undertake outside regular school hours.

+ These sessions aim to reinforce classroom learning, prepare students for exams,
or give them a competitive edge.

MAR-a-THON 2025

% MAR-a-THON 2025 was launched by the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and
Waterways.

s MAR-a-THON 2025 is a national maritime hackathon.
« It is part of the Sagarmala Start-up Innovation Initiative.

R/

+ The initiative supports research, innovation, start-ups, and entrepreneurship.

Terrier Cyber Quest 2025

% The Indian Army launched Terrier Cyber Quest 2025 as a national-level challenge
to address critical defence and cybersecurity issues.

% The event is jointly organized in New Delhi by the Indian Army, IIT Madras, Indian
Army Research Cell (IARC), and CyberPeace.

Y/

+ The 36-hour Bug Hunting Challenge focuses on finding vulnerabilities in BOSS
Linux (Bharat Operating System Solutions) within a simulated army
environment.
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