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350 Years of Guru Tegh Bahadur.......ccccciieiiiiiiiiiiniiniiiniiiecieieiaciriececesscesssases 169
ST TN o EST e 1 - 2 P 170
Pa Pa Pagli Project .....cccciiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiniieiisiersercncietescessessessnscscescessessns 170
Budget Reform - Madhya Pradesh.......ccccceiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiniiiiiiniiiaciriececiesacecsaees 170
PPP-Model Medical COllEZES ....cccceiriurnrieinririacnriesacersscesessssescssasessssasessssnsssnes 171
Rooftop Solar Installations 2025.........ccccceitiuiiiiiiniieieierieieccieieciriecececacesscanes 171
Rashtra Prerna Sthal.......ccccceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieitiiiitisiiiecciecaccsacecsssacesscanes 171
Dhanu Yatra...cocieiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiieiiiieieriiieccieiecetieteccsacesssssecsssasessscassssscassssases 172
Smartphone Ban in Rajasthamn ......ccccccceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiirieiecerieseccrsscescssaes 172
Murshidabad Mob Lynching Case .....c.ccccceetirieirieinciriecerirsacercssacessssesessscessssses 172
World’s Largest Prehistoric Snake ......cccceciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiniiiiiiierirceciecencescesnss 173
TRRP Recognition for Odisha Villages ......ccccceieiiririniiniiniincirciriercnceacescescesnss 173
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e-Swasthya Samvad Platform........ccccoieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciicieieriaccsccscenees 173
‘Green to Gold’ Initiative......cociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiiieietietcnciecenens 174
PERSONALITIES, AWARDS, AND EVENTS ...cccctttttittiietiecintcintennccssccsccncees 174
Kamla Bhasin Award 2025.......cccciciiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiecieiitietcntieciscescescnssessscesccscasens 174
WorldSkills Asia Competition 2025 .......cccoceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiicieiecicieiaciriecececenes 175
Global Forum on Tax Information Exchange......ccccccceevieieiniiiinciriececieiacenncanns 175
World Summit on Disaster Management 2025 ........cccccvviiiuiiininciiiacriecncnnnee. 175
Ramoji Excellence Awards 2025 .......ccciiiiiiuiiiiiniiiiecerieiecciecaciriecececacesncanes 176
World Athlete Awards 2025 .....cccciiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiieiiiieretietiecescescessereasescescescescnss 176
JSJIB AWArds 2025.....cccuitiuiiieiuiniuiaretecectciticitititsestsesesesestsasssasasasasacasacscscscnes 176
Infosys Prize 2025 WINNErS ....cccoceieiuriiiiinririeciriesacersacesessscescssasessssascssssasssases 177
Sons of the Soil Awards Assam 2025 ......cccccciiiiiiiiiiiiiniiniieiieiescerisieteacescescesens 177
World Book of Records - Nitish Kumar.......cccceieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiiiieciecencenenes 178
EARTH Summit 2025 .....cccccitiiiiiiriiietiriiititiaciriesecersscessssscescssssessssassssscsssssses 178
National Handicrafts Awards 2023-24 .......c.cccceieieieieieieininceinrecerececececececcncnnes 178
Shivraj Patil's demise .....cccceiriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieciiiecerietecetcrcacessscecessacesescases 179
Ram Sutar DemiSe....cccceiiiiiiiiiiiniieiiiiiiiieiitietintiecesiesserenteatescessessnssassscescscessns 179
Prestigious Travel AWAards .....ccccceeieiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiieiieiitirentietestescessnssescssescescesens 180
First Wheelchair Passenger in SPace ......c.ccccctiriiiniriiinririnieciecacriasecrsscessases 180
Lokmat Parliamentary Awards 2025.....cccccciuiiiiiiniriiinririececiecacrsssecessscesesases 180
IUCN SSC Chair - ViVek MEeNOM ....ccciuiiiiiirieiintiecesiessercnscecescessessessasescescssesses 180
PRSI National AWards .....ccccieiiiiiirieiiniieiiriirieteateecescessercnsessescessessnssasessessssesses 181
Vinod Kumar Shukla's demiSe ....cccccvutuiuinininiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiieieieiecececacecacacecacecnes 181
Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar 2025 .....cccccciiiiiiiiiiieiniiriiceriesaceccscacessssecssscesesssses 181
Tata Transformation Prize 2025......ccccciiuiuiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieiecececececacacecacecnes 182
PMRBP AWards 2025 ....cccciutuiuinrurnrririeieitieieieieieiesesecesesscscscscscsssssssssssssssssssses 182
SPORTS ..utiiitiiitiiittitiietiietiiettitstetesstcsssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssscssssssssssssnases 183
Summer Deaflympics 2025.....ccccceitiuiiiiiiniiiiecitieiecieiecesietesecsesasssscesssacessscanes 183
Khelo India University Games 2025 .......ccccicviiiiiniiiiienieieiieieiecitiececececececanes 183
ISSF World Cup 2025 ....ccciuiiiiinirieinririetercrsacrcssscessssssessssescssssesssssssssssssssssses 183
FEI Asian Championships 2025....c.cccciiiiiiiieicncircencerseroncsscoscessessesssssssescessesses 184
KIUG 2025 - Chandigarh University......cccccciiiiiiiuiieiiiniiieiicieiecieiececieiececnenanes 184
Asian Youth Para Games 2025.......cccciitieiiniiniiniirieroncietcacescessessessascscessessessnss 184
First Khelo India Tribal Games 2026 ........cccccetieininriiinririecercssacercssecessscesesssses 184
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IMPORTANT DAYS ..iiiitiiittiittiteietcestcesteesccesccsssssscesssessssssssssssssssssssssssssnsns 185
Day of Remembrance for All Victims of Chemical Warfare 2025 - November 30
.................................................................................................................... 185
Nagaland Statehood Day 2025 - December Ol.......cccceuiuiuinininrnrnrncncecececnnncnnes 185
World AIDS Day 2025 - December Ol......ccccceiiuiiiiiiiieieieieieieiecerecacacacacecacacnes 185
International Day for the Abolition of Slavery 2025 - December 02.............. 185
National Pollution Control Day 2025 - December O2........c.ccccevuvvieinrneiecnrnnnnes 186
Asom Divas 2025 - December 02 .......ccccceiuiiiieiuiiiieitieiecieiececircececsscacessacacecnaes 186
International Day of Persons with Disabilities 2025 - December 03.............. 186
International Day Against Unilateral Coercive Measures 2025 - December 04
.................................................................................................................... 187
International Day of Banks 2025 - December O4.........ccccevuvieinrnriecncneincenncnnes 187
International Cheetah Day 2025 - December 04 .......c.ccccccevueiinrnrinceceriacerncanes 187
International Volunteer Day 2025 - December O5......c.cccccvviiiurnrinienriecennnnes 187
World Soil Day 2025 - December O5.......ccceceieiuiiiiernrieinrciecesircacecsecacecsscacecnnes 188
Armed Forces Flag Day 2025 - December O7.......ccccceieiureieinrniiececiecaceciecececenes 188
International Civil Aviation Day 2025 - December 07 .....cccccceuvrieincneiecerennnnes 188
41st SAARC Charter Day 2025 — December 08........c.cccoceieiuririnrriececriacerncanes 188
58th Submarine Day — December O8........c.cccectiuiniieiniriecerieiececiecaceriscecessscesens 189
International Day of Commemoration and Dignity of Genocide Victims 2025 -
December 09 .....ccciuiuiuiuiuiuiuiuiniurerrirititieiettiesesesesasesacasasscscssssssssssssssssssssssssnses 189
Human Rights Day 2025 - December 10 ......ccccceiuiriiinrriececcriacercssecessscesessses 189
International Mountain Day 2025 - December 11 ......cccccevuvieiurnriecncneiececnanns 189
UNICEF Foundation Day 2025 - December 11......ccccceitieiurneierennciecececacecnncanes 190
International Day of Neutrality 2025 - December 12 ........cccccuvvieinrnrincnnnennnes 190
International Universal Health Coverage Day 2025 - December 12 ............... 190
National Energy Conservation Day 2025 - December 14 ......cccccecevuirincnnnnnnens 190
International Day Against Colonialism in All Its Forms and Manifestations
2025 - December 14 .....cucuiuiuiuinrnrnrrirtieieitieieiesesesesecasacscscscesssssssssssssssssssnsnces 191
International Migrants Day 2025 - December 18 ......c.ccccceieiiiincnrincnceriecennanes 191
Minorities Rights Day 2025 - December 18 ......ccccceieiuiiiininririaciriececrcscesssases 191
World Arabic Language Day 2025 - December 18 ......ccccceieiuriiieinceiacerincenennnes 191
Goa Liberation Day 2025 - December 19.......ccccceiuiiiiiurniieiecieiacciecececacececcanes 192
International Human Solidarity Day 2025 - December 20.......cccccevureenenencnnne 192
World Meditation Day 2025 - December 21.......cccceetieininrieinrriececcrsacescssacescses 192
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Winter Solstice 2025 - December 21......ccccceiuiuiiiiuiniieincriececiecececiecacecsacacecnaes 193
Raising Day of SSB 2025 — December 20 .....cccccciuvtieinriiierecieiacciececrcacececanes 193
National Mathematics Day 2025 - December 21 ......c.cccceveiuiuininrncncncncecenenennes 193
National farmers day 2025 - December 23.........cccccceieiuiuinininininrncncecececccncnnes 193
Good Governance Day 2025 - December 25 .......ccccceieieriiieinciiiacriececrcececeeanes 194
National Consumer Day 2025 - December 24........c.ccceeviiurniieincriececececececanes 194
International Day of Epidemic Preparedness 2025 - December 27................ 194
MISCELLANEOUS.....ciitttittiittieteieteiatcssccsscsscsnccssccssccsssssssssscssscssscssssssssnsns 195
Bamboo Fossil in Manipur ...ccccieeiiiieiiiiiiiiiitiiiiecietirierentieciscescescssessssesccscesens 195
Cyclone Ditwah ...ccccciiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiriiieiitiiiecirietecersecesessssescssasessssasessscsssssses 195
CYClONE SENYAT .ouviuiuiiiiniiriainririereristaristscesessssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses 195
Oxford - Word of the Year 2025 .....ccccceiuiuiiiieiiiiiiuiiiieiriiietcieiecitiececsecacesecanes 195
Prehistoric 'Burtele FOOt'......cccciuiiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitieieticiececitiececiecacecsacanes 196
Ancient Jomon Pottery ....ccccceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiietiiiiitiitecetcetacescscacesnses 196
India’s Heritage Footfall Rankings 2024-25 .......cccccciitiiiiinniiiacriececriececeanes 196
Karahan Tepe - 11,000 Year Old Site......ccceeteuiiriiririnrcncieccncercercessercacescossesses 196
Top Global Defence Firms 2024 .......ccccceieiuiiiieiniiiieirieiecieiececitsececsscacecsscacecnaes 197
Three Guinness Titles for India ......ccceceveiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicicieiecieiececeenne. 197
Africa’s Continental SPplit.....ccccciiiiiiiiiiiiieicniinieniercerorsetcacescessessessscsscsssescossess 198
Mahaparinirvan Diwas 2025 .....ccciiieietiercrrercncercessessersncssscssessesssssssssssscossesses 198
Top Google Searches in India 2025 .......ccceieieiuiiiieiniieinritieieriiieccieiecciecececenes 199
Bodhi Day 2025.....cccciuiuiuiniuininriiittieieitititieieieietetetesesscscscssssssssssssssssssssnsnses 199
200th Birth anniversary of Dadabhai Naoroji.....ccccceceririninrieiacriececriecennnnes 199
UNESCO Heritage List 2025 - Deepavali ....ccccceveiuiiiinirieincrieieciriececcesacescscanes 200
UNESCO Safeguarding List 2025 - Boreendo .......cc.ccccceerieinreriececriececrsacessanes 200
UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage List 2025 - Tangail Saree ................... 200
Global Network of Learning Cities 2025.......ccccceiuiiiiiinriiieiiiiieciciececieiececienanes 201
World’s Most Polluted Cities 2025......ccccceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieieieieiecececececececnes 201
UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage Session 2025.......c.ccccccitiriiinnrincnrnnnes 201
Oldest-known evidence of fire-making.......cccoceieiuiiieinriiinicieiecieieinieiecenienanes 202
Global AT RanKinNgs....cccceitieiuriiieirieierieietcieiaccietectsasessssssecsssasessscessssscassssases 202
Vijay Diwas 2025....cccctieitiiiiiniuiuieiuretutetcciticicieitseiesesesesesesesacasscasacacasacscscscnes 203
Bison Horn Maria dance .....cccceevurrrriiiiiiieieieieieieieiececececececececesesssssecscscssscnces 203
Youngest Rhynchosaur FOSSil.....ccccciiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiieiirieieciriececirsecescssacescssacesnses 203
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NCAER Report on Employment 2025 ......ccccciiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiieiiiieieciiiececieiececnecanes 204
Petra and Ellora Caves Twinning Agreement ........c.ccceevieieiniieincriececececececanes 204
Prehistoric Dinosaur FOOtprints ......ccccceiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiniiiicieieiecieiececienacececanes 204
Kunar River Water ISSUE....ccccceiutitieiuririerririecitiatacirsscesessssecsssasessssasssscnssssases 205
World’s Richest Families Report 2025.........ccccccitiiiiiiiinnieieienieiececiecaceriecececenes 205
Cube Shaped Skull — MeXiCO ...cccvitieiuriieinrieiecirieraciriecesiecasecsecacessacesssacassacases 205
India’s Largest Circular Stone - Labyrinth ......ccccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiecnienanas 206
Global Food Cities 2025-26......ccccceiuriiieiniiriucrieiecieiecesissececcscacessscasessscesscaes 206
PESA Mahotsav 2025 .....cccccitiiiiiiiiiiniiiiietitiacitiesecitsscesessscescssssessssassssssasssssses 206
Harivallabh Sangeet Sammelan 2025........c..ccccctiiiuiiiieiuriiieccieiecitiececieiecesecanes 207
Veer Bal Diwas 2025.....ccccceiuiiiiiuiiieiutitiecerieietecitiecessesssecsssessssssessssasessscsssssses 207
100 Years of Communist Party of India (CPI)......cccccetieinrieierniieiecriececeececennes 207
Bezymianny Volcano Regrowth .....c.ccceieiiiiiiiiiieiniiiiiiriiiicieieiaceriececeesacesscases 208
India’s First Agarbatti Standard ........cccccoieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiieiieieieceienaees 208
2,000-Year-Old Buddhist Site in Kashmir......cccceviiriinniinicinicnncesconscesssnsconssencs 209
140th Foundation Day of INC......ccccceiuiiieiuiiieiucitiececieiaceriecacecsecacecsacecncsscesens 209
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% A ‘vulture-safe veterinary first-aid kit’ was introduced for livestock owners in
Thengumarahada village in the Nilgiris.

o The kit contains safer alternatives Non-Steroidal Anti-Inflammatory drugs
(NSAIDs), such as Meloxicam and traditional medicine.

+ Two Indian Navy officers Lt Col Roopa, Lt Col Dilna K Won CNN-News18's Youth
Icon Award for 250-day circumnavigation aboard INSV Tarini under the Navika
Sagar Parikarma II mission.

+ Riyadh Metro in Saudi Arabia has become the world’s longest fully driverless
metro network, spanning 176 kilometres across six lines and 85 stations.

Y/

% Sarayu Velpula from Telangana became India’s 26th Woman Grandmaster
(WGM) in 2025.

+ The Norwegian film “Safe House” was awarded the ICFT-UNESCO Gandhi Medal.

Y/

+ Nagpur is setting up India’s largest municipal solid waste-to-compressed biogas
(MSW-to-CBG) plant at Bhandewadi, using dry anaerobic digestion technology.

+ Paschal Donohoe, Ireland’s Minister for Finance, has been appointed as the
Managing Director and Chief Knowledge Officer of the World Bank Group.

o He is the first person to hold the specific, newly-titled position of Managing
Director and Chief Knowledge Officer (CKO) at the World Bank Group.

+ Uttar Pradesh has surpassed 1-gigawatt (1,003.64 MW) in residential rooftop
solar under the Pradhan Mantri Surya Ghar Muft Bijlee Yojana, becoming the
third state after Gujarat and Maharashtra to achieve this milestone.

+ The 'Operation Eagle Force', was executed by the Eagle Force Telangana, the
Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB), the Delhi Police Crime Branch, and the Noida
Police Busted Nationwide Nigerian Drug Cartel.

« The 60th Annual Summit of Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers of India
(OPPI) was held in New Delhi to promote stronger partnerships for better
healthcare innovation, access, and quality.

o The theme of the summit was ‘Power of Partnerships’.

% India became the second-largest non-CIS (Commonwealth of Independent States)
source market for Moscow tourism.

o In early 2025, 40,800 Indian tourists visited Moscow with a 40% increase
year-on-year.

v The Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) set a Guinness World
Record for conducting the largest career advice programme in a single day, held
in Mumbai.
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o The event took place in Mumbai with 7,400+ participants, of which 6,166
students were officially counted for the record.

+ India launched Operation Sagar Bandhu to support cyclone Ditwah hit Sri Lanka,
delivering the first relief supplies by using INS Vikrant and INS Udaigiri.

+ China launched the Arctic Express shipping route via the Northern Sea Route
(NSR).
o The route cuts logistics costs and carbon emissions by nearly 50% and avoids

congested chokepoints like the Red Sea and Hormuz.

% Major General Al Raisi was awarded the INTERPOL Medal of the Highest Order
in recognition of his outstanding leadership in global security.

o Al Raisi is the first Arab to be elected as the President of Interpol and the first
President of Interpol from the Middle East since its foundation in 1923

Y/

+ Tessy Thomas, India’s ‘Missile Woman’, has been awarded with the Dr Paulos
Mar Gregorios Award 2025 for her pioneering contributions to defence science.

+ The 60t All India Conference of Directors General of Police (DGP) and Inspectors
General of Police (IGP) was held in Raipur, Chhattisgarh, under the theme “Viksit
Bharat: Security Dimensions”.

% India produced a record 357 million tonnes of foodgrains in 2025, marking an
increase of 100 million tonnes over the past decade.

+ Meghalaya held its first Northeast India Organic Week to promote organic farming
in the region.

o It also hosted the 4th [FOAM (International Federation of Organic Agriculture
Movements) World Organic Youth Summit to encourage youth involvement in
organic farming.

% BSF Raising Day is observed on 1 December each year to honour the Border
Security Force.

o It was established in 1965 to protect India’s borders and ensure national
security.

+ The Tamil Nadu Chief Minister presented the Kalaignar Ezhuthukol Award 2024
to T.E.R. Sukumar, the Managing Editor of Daily Thanthi.

+ The 26th Hornbill Festival started on 1 December 2025 at the Naga Heritage
Village, Kisama, in Kohima, Nagaland.

+ The Christian Medical College (CMC) held the Hospital Day 2025 celebration in
Vellore to mark 125 years of service.

% India and Maldives have started the 14th edition of Exercise Ekuverin in
Thiruvananthapuram.
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+ The Golden Rock Railway Workshop in Trichy is overhauling Vande Bharat train
coaches for the first time, beginning with a 16-coach rake planned to be
completed in 45 days.

+ The Darjeeling Mandarin Orange (West Bengal) received the Geographical
Indication (GI) tag, which protects its heritage, quality, and regional identity.

+ The Indian Navy received Taragiri, the fourth Nilgiri-class frigate under Project
17A and the third built by Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd (MDL).

* Visakhapatnam launched India’s longest cantilever glass skywalk at Kailasagiri
hilltop park, standing about 862 feet (262 metres) above ground.

+ World Computer Literacy Day is observed every year on 2 December to promote
digital education and computer awareness.

+ The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) India awarded the International
Union for the Scientific Study of Population (IUSSP) the 2025 UN Population
Award in the Institutional Category.

o The award recognizes [USSP’s contributions to population research, evidence-
based policymaking, and global collaboration.

+ India has been re-elected to the UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization) Executive Board for the term 2025-2029.

% INS Aridhaman, India's third indigenously built nuclear-powered submarine, is
set to be commissioned soon.

+ India has granted a land in Varanasi for the construction of a Bhutanese
monastery and guesthouse.

+ The CSIR-National Aerospace Laboratories (NAL) of Bengaluru has launched a
“production version” of the indigenous Hansa-3(NG) trainer aircraft.

% A rare rustic bunting was spotted for the first time in Delhi NCR at Najafgarh
Jheel.

o This species is listed as Near Threatened in the 2025 IUCN update.

% Goa Shipyard Limited handed over ICGS Amulya, the third of eight Fast Patrol
Vessels (FPVs), to the Indian Coast Guard.

o ICGS Amulya is designed for fisheries protection, Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ) surveillance, anti-smuggling, anti-piracy, and Search and Rescue (SAR)
missions.

% Thailand has formally announced its intention to join BRICS, which now has
eleven member countries after its 202425 expansion.

% India exported jet fuel for the first time to the US West Coast from Reliance’s
Jamnagar refinery to supply Chevron.
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+ The 10th edition of the India— Indonesia Joint Special Forces Exercise GARUDA
SHAKTI has commenced at Bakloh, Himachal Pradesh.

« Pakistan’s Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir has been appointed as the country's
first Chief of Defence Forces (CDF) for a period of five years.

+ The bamboo shrimp (Atyopsis spinipes) has been rediscovered in Karnataka and
Odisha after 72 years

o The species is an amphidromous, with larvae developing in brackish water.

+ Indian Navy Day is observed on 4 December every year to honour the Navy’s
courage and also commemorate Operation Trident (1971), when Indian missile
boats successfully attacked Karachi Harbour.

o The theme for 2025 is “Combat Ready, Cohesive, Self-Reliant.”

Y/

+ The Melamadai junction flyover in Madurai, which is named after freedom fighter
Velu Nachiyar. was inaugurated by TN Chief Minister.

% A private member’s bill aimed at allowing employees to refrain from attending to
work-related calls and emails outside office hours (Right to Disconnect Bill) was
introduced in the Lok Sabha by NCP MP Supriya Sule

+ India and Nepal have signed a Letter of Exchange to expand rail-based trade
connectivity via key transit corridors, including Jogbani-Biratnagar.

+ Oman has been elected as a member of the UNESCO Man and the Biosphere
(MAB) Council for the 2025-2029 term during the 43rd UNESCO General
Conference in Samarkand.

* Victoria University (Australia) will open its first Indian campus in Gurugram
(Haryana) by mid-2026.

o It is one of the first foreign universities approved under India’s National
Education Policy (NEP 2020).

% Israel approved a plan on 23 November 2025 to bring all remaining 5,800 Bnei
Menashe Jews from Northeast India by 2030.

o The plan includes a special budget of 90 million shekels (USD 27 million) for
travel, housing, Hebrew lessons, and conversion classes.

+ Fino Payments Bank Limited has received in-principal approval from RBI to
become a Small Finance Bank (SFB).

o Itis the first payments bank get the transition into a Small Finance Bank.

% Google has launched Gemini 3 Deep Think for Google Al Ultra subscribers, using
advanced parallel reasoning to explore multiple hypotheses simultaneously.

% President Donald Trump received FIFA’s first Peace Prize at the 2026 World Cup
draw in Washington for promoting global peace and unity.
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% The fifth edition of the India-Malaysia joint military exercise Harimau Shakti
2025 started in Rajasthan.

< Luke Littler became the youngest-ever world number one in darts at age 18 after
winning the Grand Slam of Darts final.

.0

Russia has become the 19th member of the International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA).

*,

7
0.0

India will offer free 30-day single-entry e-tourist and group visas to Russian
citizens from early 2026.

*,

» Roman Gofman has been appointed as the new chief of Mossad, Israel’s foreign
intelligence agency, succeeding David Barnea.

7
0.0

The Indian Railways has commissioned the upgraded Kavach 4.0 automatic train
protection system, certified to Safety Integrity Level-4 (SIL-4), on 738 km covering
the Delhi-Mumbai and Delhi-Howrah corridors.

o The system has five sub-systems: track-mounted safety units, onboard
devices, optical fibre cabling, telecom towers, and edge data centres.

+ National Handicrafts Week is observed annually from 8-14 December to celebrate
India’s artisans and craft traditions.

% National Microwave Oven Day is observed every year on 6 December to celebrate
the invention and usefulness of the microwave oven.

+ Russia’s Rosatom has started delivering nuclear fuel for the initial loading of Unit
3 at the Kudankulam Nuclear Power Project (KKNPP) in Tamil Nadu.

% Simone Tata, former head of Lakmé and Westside retail chain, passed away
recently.

+ BNHS scientist Parveen Shaikh has won the Sanctuary Wildlife Service Award
2025 for her work conserving the endangered Indian Skimmer.

o Her community-led 'Nest Guardian' initiative in the Chambal Sanctuary
boosted bird survival from near zero to 60 percent.

7
0.0

India’s total Internet subscriber base climbed to 1,017.81 million by the end of
the July—-September quarter (Q2 FY26).

o In that, 44.42 million were wired connections and 973.39 million were
wireless.

% The Great Nicobar Crake, a new species of the Rallina genus, was recently spotted
on Great Nicobar Island, marking only the third record in over a decade.

o The bird inhabits dense tropical rainforest undergrowth, often near wetlands
and streams.

X3

%

The Tamil Nadu government has formed a high-level expert committee to develop
a comprehensive Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for the capture, trans
location, release, and post-release monitoring of wild elephants and other wildlife
species.
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+ The Indian Army successfully completed the first-ever ascent of Mount Kangto
(7042 m / 23,103 ft) in Arunachal Pradesh.

+ The Adani Group is setting up a 48-megawatt Al green data centre in Telangana
at an outlay of Rs 2,500 crores.

+ The Veteran socialist leader and prominent activist in Maharashtra's labour and
social justice movements, Dr Baba Adhav, passed away recently.

% China’s trade surplus exceeded $1 trillion for the first time in 2025 due to growth
in exports to non-U.S. markets.

+ The 920-metre Shyok Tunnel, built by the Border Roads Organisation (BRO), was
inaugurated recently by the defence minister in Ladakh to provide all-weather
connectivity in a high-altitude border region.

% India is hosting the 20th session of the UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee
for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) 2025 in New Delhi.

+ Kilauea, one of the world’s most active volcanoes, produced new lava fountains
as part of its ongoing eruptive phase within Hawaii Volcanoes National Park.

+ Rajasthan became the first state in India to complete 100% digitisation of
electoral rolls under the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) programme.

o The state has also completed 97% voter mapping, the highest in India.

% A new damselfly species named Kodagu Shadowdamsel (Protosticta Soorya
Prakashi) was discovered in the Western Ghats.

o The species is named in honour of Dr. Soorya Prakash Shenoy for his
contributions to Western Ghats conservation.

+ Parveen Shaikh, a scientist from the Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS),
won the Sanctuary Wildlife Service Award 2025.

K/

% Tamil Nadu’s L. Keerthana won the gold medal in the women’s singles event
at the 7th Carrom World Cup held in the Maldives.

K/

% Grand master R Praggnanandhaa has become the first Indian chess player to
qualify for the Candidates 2026 after winning the FIDE Circuit 2025.

K/

% The SEBI grants in-principal approval for the registration of Raajmarg Infra
Investment Trust (RIIT) as an Infrastructure Investment Trust (InvIT) under
SEBI Regulations, 2014.

% Tata Advanced Systems Limited (TASL) and Lockheed Martin have
commenced construction of a state-of-the-art Maintenance, Repair and
Overhaul (MRO) facility for the C-130J Super Hercules aircraft in Bengaluru.

% Chinese President Xi Jinping presides over a symposium on China's economic
and social development in the 15th Five-Year Plan period (2026-2030).
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s The Sixth International Conference on Bacteriophage Research and
Antimicrobial Resistance concluded at Banaras Hindu University in Varanasi.

% Kondapalli village in Bijapur, Chhattisgarh, got the mobile connectivity and
electricity for the first time in 2025.

o The first mobile tower (Jio) was installed in April 2025, and now 60% of
homes have mobile phones.

% Genesys International has launched India’s first 3D subsurface mapping
platform, employing 3D Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) to detect and map
underground utilities.

o It will be deployed at Adani Group airports in Mumbai, Trivandrum,
Lucknow, Jaipur, Guwahati, and Ahmedabad.

% Anant Ambani has received the Global Humanitarian Award from the Global
Humane Society, becoming the youngest and first Asian honouree.

o The award recognises his leadership in wildlife rescue and conservation
through Vantara, a pioneering initiative.

% International Anti-Corruption Day is observed on 9 December to promote
transparency, integrity, and accountability.

o The theme for 2025 is “Uniting with Youth Against Corruption: Shaping
Tomorrow’s Integrity.”

®,
L X4

Supriya Sahu, TN additional chief secretary, Environment, Climate Change
and Forests, has won the UN Environment Programme’s 2025 Champions of
the Earth award.

+ Neal Mohan, Indian-American CEO of YouTube, has been named TIME
magazine’s 2025 CEO of the Year.

% India Post opened Kerala’s first Gen-Z Post Office Extension Counter at CMS
College, Kottayam.

% India inaugurated its first megawatt-hour (MWh) scale Vanadium Redox Flow
Battery (VRFB) in Greater Noida, Uttar Pradesh.

% Three-year-old Indian boy Sarwagya Singh Kushwaha became the world’s
youngest FIDE-rated chess player in 2025.

% Praggnanandhaa Rameshbabu has won the FIDE Circuit 2025, securing a
spot in the 2026 Candidates Tournament, Cyprus.

% A Bengal tiger was spotted at nearly 10,000 ft in Kumaon Himalayas in the
Sunderdhunga Glacier Valley, Uttarakhand.

% The Society for Innovation and Entrepreneurship (SINE) at IIT Bombay has
launched India’s first incubator-linked deep tech venture capital fund with
250 Crores.
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+ Bollywood actor Raveena Tandon was named PETA India’s Person of the Year
2025 for her commitment to animal rights and wildlife protection.

+ The United Arab Emirates (UAE) passport is named World’s 8th strongest
passports for 2025 with access to 184 destinations.

o UAE'’s passport rose from 42nd in 2015 to 8th in 2025.

« The DRI (Directorate of Revenue Intelligence) has busted an illegal
Mephedrone manufacturing unit in Wardha, Maharashtra, under Operation
Hinterland Brew.

o Mephedrone is a synthetic stimulant drug chemically known as 4-MMC
(4-Methylmethcathinone).

+ AstraZeneca Pharma India and Sun Pharmaceutical Industries partnered to
market Sodium Zirconium Cyclosilicate (SZC) in India.

o SZC is used to manage hyperkalaemia in patients with chronic kidney
disease and heart failure.

«» Alia Bhatt received the Golden Globes Horizon Award at the Red Sea International
Film Festival in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

% Vigyanika Science Literature Festival 2025 was held in New Delhi to promote
science through literature, poetry, Indian languages, and -creative
communication.

+ Nnena Kalu won the Turner Prize 2025, one of the most prestigious contemporary
art awards, and became the first artist with a learning disability to win the prize.

% Bank of Baroda was recognised as the ‘Best Bank in India’ at The Banker’s Bank
of the Year Awards 2025.

+ Indian Railways will roll out India’s first hydrogen-powered train as a pilot
project, operating on broad-gauge tracks and emitting only water vapour,
producing zero carbon emissions.

+ The U.S. has launched a “gold card” program offering legal status and a path to
citizenship, replacing the EB-5 visa.

o Individual applicants can apply for $1 million, while corporations pay $2
million per foreign-born employee.

+ India hosted the 3rd Council Session of the International Organization for Marine
Aids to Navigation (IALA) in Mumbai.

o A digital ticketing portal was launched for tourism at 75 lighthouse sites, and
all these lighthouses are now fully solar powered, supporting easier online
access and clean, sustainable tourism.

% Google and the Telangana government launched the Google for Startups Hub at
T-Hub (Technology Hub) in Hyderabad.
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o The Hub gives free coworking space for one year to selected Al-first startups.

+» India secured their first-ever bronze medal at the 2025 FIH Men’s Junior Hockey
World Cup, held in Chennai.

o Germany defeats Spain to win this Hockey World Cup.

DBS Bank was awarded Global Bank of the Year 2025 by The Banker, a Financial
Times Group publication.

7
0.0

7
0.0

The Oscar Academy Awards will, for the first time in 2026, introduce a dedicated
casting category to recognise the role of casting directors in selecting talent and
shaping film performances.

% TIME Magazine selected the “Architects of AI” as its 2025 Person of the Year,
recognising leaders who developed and accelerated artificial intelligence.

*,

7
0.0

Majuli in Assam is hosting the Charaichung Festival, to revive Asia’s first
protected Royal Bird Sanctuary, Charaichung.

o It was established in 1633 AD by Ahom King Swargadeu Pratap Singha.

7
0.0

A 70-foot iron statue of footballer Lionel Messi has been unveiled at Lake Town,
Kolkata.

7
0.0

UNESCO has officially inscribed Italy’s culinary tradition as an Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity, making it the first national cuisine in the world
to earn this honour.

+ Bihar will develop India’s first power museum at the decommissioned
Karbigahiya Thermal Power Station in Patna.

% Sagar Defence Engineering Pvt. Ltd will set up the world’s first autonomous
maritime shipyard in SPSR Nellore district, Andhra Pradesh.

% The Indian Navy commissioned DSC A20, the first vessel of the indigenously
designed and constructed Diving Support Craft (DSC), at Kochi.

+ Andhra Pradesh has won the National Energy Conservation Award for the fourth
consecutive year, securing First Prize in the Group II category.

o The State scored 89.25 points in the State Energy Efficiency Index (SEEI-
2025), up from 87.25 in 2024, awarded by the Bureau of Energy Efficiency
(BEE).

The government has launched the Census Management & Monitoring System

(CMMS) portal, a dedicated digital platform developed to manage and monitor the

Census of India 2027 in real time.

3

%

o It enables the centralized supervision of data collection across all phases,
including the House listing & Housing Census and Population Enumeration.

s IIT Madras inaugurated the IITM C-DOT Samgnya Technologies Foundation,
India’s National Hub for Quantum Communication, which operates under the
National Quantum Mission.
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+ The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has approved a fresh loan of USD 240 million
for the expansion of the Chennai Metro network to provide cleaner, safer and
more dependable public transport across the Chennai Metropolitan Area.

o This tranche is part of ADB’s $780 million multi tranche financing facility for
the project, approved in 2022,

+ The Indian Navy will commission DSC A20, first indigenously built Diving
Support Craft, at Kochi.

A commemorative postage stamp in honour of Emperor Perumbidugu
Mutharaiyar II (also known as Suvaran Maran) was released recently.

o He belonged to the Mutharaiyar dynasty, which ruled the central regions of
Tamil Nadu between the 7th and 9th centuries CE.

Y/

+ The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has approved two new oral drugs
for gonorrhoea: Nuzolvence (zoliflodacin) and Blujepa (gepotidacin).

+ India will host the first Commonwealth Kho Kho Championship in March 2026,
following the first Kho Kho World Cup held in New Delhi.

Y/

+ Kavita Chand from Almora, Uttarakhand successfully climbed Mount Vinson,
Antarctica’s highest peak at 4,892 metres.

% India won the WSF (World Squash Federation) Squash World Cup 2025 by
defeating Hong Kong in the final held at Chennai, marking its first-ever World
Cup title in squash.

* Senior journalist Sangeeta Barooah Pisharoty was elected as the first woman
president of the Press Club of India.

% Operation Thunder 2025, a worldwide law enforcement operation against wildlife
and forestry crime, coordinated by INTERPOL in partnership with the World
Customs Organization (WCO).

+ The Bondi Beach terror attack has occurred on 15 December 2025 in Sydney,
Australia, during the Hanukkah by the Sea celebration.

o Hanukkah (Chanukah) is the Jewish eight-day, wintertime “festival of lights”.

+ Ponduru Khadi from Srikakulam in Andhra Pradesh, which was appreciated by
MK Gandhi 100 years ago, got GI Tag.

% Abhigyan Kundu (17) became the first Indian batter to score a double hundred
in Youth ODIs during the Under-19 Asia Cup 2025 match against Malaysia in
Dubai.

% Indian cricketer Shikhar Dhawan unveiled his autobiography 'The One: Cricket,
My Life and More' in New Delhi.

+ India launched DHRUV64, its first fully indigenous 1.0 GHz, 64-bit dual-core
microprocessor, developed by the Centre for Development of Advanced
Computing (C-DAC) under the Microprocessor Development Programme (MDP).
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+ Sai Jadhav became the first woman officer to graduate from the Indian Military
Academy (IMA), Dehradun.

o The Indian Military Academy was established in 1932 and had trained only
male officers for 93 years.

% Miyana Railway Station, Madhya Pradesh, has received the National Energy
Conservation Award 2025 and was recognised as the Best Performing Unit in the
Transport Category (Railway Station) by the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE).

o Goa won the second prize in Category 4 of the National Energy Conservation
Awards 2025 for promoting energy efficiency and sustainable practices.

+ Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories will manufacture Nuzolvence through its unit Aurigene
Pharmaceutical Services and seek market authorisation in Thailand and South
Africa.

o Gonorrhoea is caused by the bacteria Neisseria gonorrhoeae, classified as
“high priority” by WHO due to increasing antibiotic resistance.

% The first Indian organization C-DOT received the IEEE (Institute of Electrical and
Electronics Engineers) SA Corporate Award 2025 for contributions to wireless
broadband, rural 5G, and telecom education.

s Exercise Ekatha 2025 is the 8th annual bilateral maritime exercise held in the
Maldives between the Indian Navy and the Maldives National Defence Force.

« The 2025 International Centre for Theoretical Physics (ICTP) Prize was awarded
to Titas Chanda and Sthitadhi Roy for their contributions to the theory of
quantum many-body systems and quantum information science.

+ The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) launched India’s first wildlife-
safe road on NH-45 in Madhya Pradesh.

% Retired IAS officer Raj Kumar Goyal has been appointed as the Chief Information
Commissioner of the Central Information Commission (CIC).

+ The University of Patanjali has been designated as India’s first Yoga and
Ayurveda-based Cluster Centre under the Gyan Bharatam Mission of the
Ministry of Culture.

% Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi became the first world leader to receive The
Great Honour Nishan of Ethiopia, the country’s highest civilian award.

+ Indian Railways has completed over 99 percent electrification of its broad-gauge
network across 25 states and union territories.

o Between 2019 and 2025, more than 33,000 route kilometres were electrified.

+ Bannerghatta Biological Park of Bengaluru has imported eight black-capped
capuchin monkeys from South Africa under an animal exchange program.

o The monkeys, scientifically known as Sapajus apella, will enhance genetic
diversity, breeding programmes, and behavioural enrichment at the park.
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+ International Day to End Violence Against Sex Workers 2025 is observed on 17
December 2025 to raise awareness about violence and human rights violations
faced by sex workers.

+ Google launched its first-ever credit card globally in India, which is linked with
UPI and Google Pay for merchant payments.

+ India’s first dedicated Forest University will be established in Gorakhpur, Uttar
Pradesh.

+ Tesla opened its first electric vehicle charging station in Gurugram, Haryana.

+ Jammu and Kashmir has achieved a significant milestone with the inauguration
of its first Gen Z Post Office at the AIIMS Vijaypur campus.

+ The Indian Navy has commissioned INAS 335 ‘Ospreys’ as its second operational
squadron of MH-60R multi-role helicopters at INS Hansa in Goa.

Y/

+ India and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) began the joint military exercise Desert
Cyclone-II in Abu Dhabi.

% Brazil has formally handed over the BRICS (18th) presidency to India for 2026.

Y/

+ The Reserve Bank of India released the 10th edition of its statistical publication,
“Handbook of Statistics on Indian States, 2024-25”.

% Jammu and Kashmir is hosting its first International Indian Style Wrestling
(Dangal) event along with the Rustam-e-Jammu Kashmir Title 2025.

o The championship aims to revive traditional Dangal wrestling, encourage
fitness, promote sports tourism, and showcase local talent.

+ Oman awarded its highest civilian honour, the First Class of the Order of Oman,
to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, making him the first Indian leader to receive it.

o This marked the 29th international award he has received.

% The Indian Air Force is hosting Exercise Avialndra-2025, a joint exercise with the
Russian Federation Aerospace Force (RFASF).

+ Elon Musk became the first person in the world to have a net worth of over 600
billion US dollars in December 2025.

% Jharkhand won their first Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy title in the 2025-26 season,
defeating Haryana in the final in Inter-State Twenty-20 final.

v The Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research (PGIMER),
Chandigarh, has won India’s Best Health Technology Assessment (HTA) Institute
award for the second consecutive year.

+ The Tamil Nadu’s first dedicated dog park was inaugurated at the Arboretum in
Udhagamandalam.

% ICGS Amulya, the third vessel of the Adamya class Fast Patrol Vessels, was
commissioned by the Indian Coast Guard at Goa.
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+ The Indian Prime Minister has inaugurated India’s first nature-themed airport
terminal at Lokapriya Gopinath Bardoloi International Airport, Guwahati, Assam.

+ Sukhman Singh, a golfer from Noida, Uttar Pradesh, won the 124th Amateur Golf
Championship of India, world’s longest-running amateur matchplay tournament.

+ The United States has launched Operation Hawkeye Strike, a coordinated series
of airstrikes against Islamic State (ISIS) targets in Syria.

+ The Quad partners, Australia, India, Japan, and the United States, conducted
their first Field Training Exercise (FTX).

o The exercise took place on the sidelines of Operation Christmas Drop at
Andersen Air Force Base in Guam.

s World Basketball Day 2025, observed on December 21, marks the first basketball
game in 1891 to promote teamwork, inclusion, youth development, and healthy
lifestyles.

% Indian women’s cricketer Smriti Mandhana became the first Indian woman to
score more than 4,000 runs in Women’s Twenty20 International (T20I) cricket.

+ The third Anti-Submarine Warfare Shallow Water Craft (ASW SWC), named
‘Anjadip’ after Anjadip Island off Karwar, Karnataka, was delivered to the Indian
Navy in Chennai.

« Japan has approved the restart of the Kashiwazaki-Kariwa nuclear power plant
after nearly 20 years.

« INS Sindhughosh, the lead submarine of her class in the Indian Navy, was
decommissioned after 40 years of service.

+ Advocate Shubham Awasthi, a lawyer at the Supreme Court of India, received the
40 Under 40 Lawyer Award 2025.

s M.V. MSC Michaela berthed at V.O. Chidambaranar (VOC) Port, Thoothukudi,
and became the longest container vessel with the highest container carrying
capacity to berth at the port.

+ An Indian team, Photonics Odyssey from Chennai, won the Most Inspirational
Award at NASA’s 2025 International Space Apps Challenge.

o The team has proposed a sovereign phased-array satellite internet system to
expand broadband access in remote areas of India.

% Veteran Assamese actress Ranjana Sharma Bordoloi, a founding member of the
theatre group Mancharupa established in 1957, passed away in Dibrugarh at the
age of 80.

o She has received the Bishnu Rabha Award for her contribution to arts and
culture.

+ Oman has introduced its first polymer one-rial banknote, issued by the Central
Bank of Oman.
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o Polymer notes are more durable than traditional cotton-based notes and have
a longer lifespan.

s East Bengal FC won the inaugural SAFF Women’s Club Championship 2025,
defeating Nepal and claimed India’s first international women’s club title.

+ Malayalam publisher Ravi Deecee, Publisher and Managing Director of DC Books,
was conferred the French honour Chevalier de I’'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres
(Knight of the Order of Arts and Letters).

+ Former Secretary of BCCI Jay Shah received the “Transformational Leader of the
Year” award at NDTV Indian of the Year 2025.

+ Brazil handed over the BRICS presidency to India during the 4th BRICS Sherpas
Meeting held in Brazil, and India will lead BRICS in 2026.

+ Veteran Malayalam actor, writer, and director Sreenivasan passed away at the
age of 69.

% World War II Navy veteran Ira “Ike” Schab, one of the dwindling number of
survivors of the 1941 Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor, has died recently.

Y/

+ The Indian Prime Minister released a commemorative postal stamp on
Ashwagandha at the Second World Health Organization (WHO) Global Summit
on Traditional Medicine held in New Delhi.

o Ashwagandha is a medicinal plant used in Ayurveda, and its scientific name
is ‘Withania somnifera’.

< The Indian Prime Minister laid the foundation stone of a 10,601 crore fertiliser
plant at Namrup in Dibrugarh district, Assam.

+ The Indian Coast Guard inducted its first Pollution Control Vessel (PCV) named
Samudra Pratap.

+ The Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education (ICFRE), Dehradun is
going to prepare a district-wise report on hills qualifying as part of the Aravalli
Range for mining purposes.

«» The Vice-President of India released the book “Sanatan Sanskriti Ki Atal Drishti”,
which was authored by Shri Vasudev Devnani, Speaker of the Rajasthan
Legislative Assembly.

% Kuwait signed a $4.1 billion deal with China to construct the Mubarak Al-Kabeer
Port on Boubyan Island, aiming to boost its role in regional and global trade as
part of its economic diversification strategy.

% Former RBI Governor Urjit Patel authored a book named, “The Great Sanctions
Hack” about the growing use of economic sanctions worldwide.

+ Team Alpine SG Pipers clinched the 3rd edition of the Global Chess League (GCL)
2025, also known as Tech Mahindra Global Chess League (TechM GCL) 2025.
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+ The Government of Delhi has launched “Atal Canteen Scheme to provide meals
at subsidized price at just Rs.5 per plate at 100 locations across New Delhi
(Delhi).

+ Renowned sand artist Sudarsan Pattnaik created the “World’s Biggest Apple and
Sand Installation of Santa Claus” at Niladri Beach, Puri, Odisha, using 1.5 tonnes
of apples and sand.

o The sculpture was officially recognised by the World Records Book of India.

« PV Sindhu, India’s two-time Olympic medallist, has been elected to the Chair of
the Badminton World Federation (BWF) Athletes’ Commission for the term 2026-
2029.

% Anu Garg, IAS officer of Odisha cadre, will become Odisha’s first woman Chief
Secretary from January 1, 2026.

+ Navi Mumbai International Airport (NMIA), a new greenfield airport developed by
Adani Airports, has commenced commercial flight operations.

% VoxelGrids, a Zoho-backed start-up, has developed India’s first Indigenous
Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) scanner.

+ The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) conducted the Regional Level Pollution Response
Exercise (RPREX-2025) to test oil spill preparedness held off the Mumbai coast.

% China opened the 22.13-km-long Tianshan Shengli Tunnel in the Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region, making it the world’s longest expressway tunnel.

o It passes through the Tianshan Mountain range, which separates northern
and southern Xinjiang.

+ The Param Rudra supercomputer was inaugurated at the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Patna.

o It is the first supercomputer facility in Bihar, under the National
Supercomputing Mission (NSM).

+¢ Aishi Prisha Borah, from Jorhat, Assam, received the Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya
Bal Puraskar 2025 for her work in the science and technology promoting
sustainability and waste reduction.

o She has earlier won the INSPIRE MANAK (Innovation in Science Pursuit for
Inspired Research - Million Minds Augmenting National Aspirations and
Knowledge) State Award in 2022.

+ The Ministry of Environment’s Expert Appraisal Committee approved the 260-
megawatt Dulhasti Stage-II hydroelectric project in Kishtwar district, Jammu and
Kashmir.

+ Tamil Nadu CM announced that the Ukkadam-Athupalam flyover in Coimbatore
will be named after Bharat Ratna awardee and former Union Minister C.
Subramaniam, honouring his Green Revolution legacy.
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+ The Vice President of India, released Mahamana Vangmay, the final 12-volume
series of the collected writings and speeches of Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya,
in New Delhi.

« Jayshree Ullal, CEO of Arista Networks, has been ranked the richest Indian-
origin professional manager in the world in the Hurun India Rich List 2025.

+» For the first time a clouded leopard was spotted in Kakoi Reserve Forest, Assam.

o It is classified as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List and protected under
Schedule I of India’s Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.

+ Chokhone Krichena, from Senapati district, Manipur, is known as the ‘Flower
Lady of Manipur’ and promotes floriculture by blending traditional agricultural
knowledge with modern business practices.

o She was recognised nationally by the Prime Minister in Mann Ki Baat for her
work in women's leadership, self-reliance, and economic empowerment in
Northeast India.

TAMIL NADU

Pallid Harrier in Tirunelveli

% Researchers at Bengaluru-based ATREE were alerted to data transmitted from a
small 9.5 gm transmitter connected to the back of a bird.

+ The Pallid Harrier, geo-tagged by them, has reached its roosting ground in
Tirunelveli, all the way from Kazakhstan.

% The Harrier Watch Project, a long-term project has monitored the six harrier
species that arrive in India in winter.

+ It aims to monitoring the raptors and their grassland habitats and assessing the
impact of loss of grasslands on the species.

< The birds, breeds in Central Asia, come to the Indian sub-continent in winter.

+ The IUCN has categorised Pallid Harriers as near threatened.

School for Traditional Folk Arts

+ Tamil Nadu government will give land to start a training school for traditional
folk-art forms at Valayangulam village in Thiruparankundram taluk, Madurai.

R/

s CM accepted the request of Parai artiste and Padma Shri awardee R. Velmurugan
for setting up the school.
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% A new postgraduate (PG) course will begin in 2026-27, and financial assistance
to the university will increase from 23 crore to %5 crore.

+ The Naan Mudhalvan’ skill development scheme will be expanded for music and
fine arts students.

+ The Chief Minister gave honorary doctorates to actor Sivakumar and artist
Chandru.

« It was given during the third convocation ceremony for the Tamil Nadu Dr. J.
Jayalalithaa Music and Fine Arts University in Chennai.

+ The CM is the ex-officio Chancellor of the university.

TN Goat and Sheep Breeding Policy 2025

+ The Tamil Nadu Goat & Sheep Breeding Policy was recently unveiled by the State
Government.

+ It has advocated for an open nucleus breeding system for goats and for selective
breeding within the breed with superior rams for sheep.

+ The policy aims to improve sheep and goat for better production, to conserve local
breeds and to explore registration of native/local breeds in ICAR-NBAGR.

+ As per the 20th Livestock Census, the sheep population was 45 lakhs, and the
goat population was 98 lakhs in Tamil Nadu.

< Mecheri, Kilakarisal, Vembur, Coimbatore, Madras Red, Ramnad White,
Katchaikatty Black, Nilgiri, Tiruchi Black and Chevaadu are the recognised sheep
breeds in Tamil Nadu.

+ Kanni Adu, Kodi Adu and Salem Black are the recognised goat breeds in the
State.

Nilgiris Tahr Interpretation Centre

% A Nilgiris Tahr Interpretation Centre will be established in Gandhi Puram near
Semmozhi Poonga, Coimbatore.

% Last year, Tamil Nadu recorded 1,031 Nilgiri Tahr during a count conducted
across 13 routes and 140 locations.

+ This year, the survey covered 14 habitats and 175 locations, and 1,303 Nilgiris
Tahr were recorded, showing an increase of 272.

% Anamalai Grass Hills recorded the highest number in Tamil Nadu with 334 Nilgiri
Tahr.

% Kerala recorded 1,352 Nilgiris Tahr, bringing the combined total for Tamil Nadu
and Kerala to 2,655.
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250th birth anniversary of Muthuswami Dikshitar

+ The year 2025 marks the 250th birth anniversary of Muthuswami Dikshitar, one
of the Trinity of Carnatic music.

< He was born in 1775 in Tiruvarur, Tamil Nadu.

% He created around 229 known compositions; many recorded in the Sangeetha
Sampradaya Pradarshini.

+ He composed in Sanskrit, using slow and detailed musical structures called
vilamba kala.

+ His compositions in ragas like Brindavana Saranga, Dwijavanti, Yamuna Kalyani,
Manirangu, and Narayana Gowlai helped establish their structure.

% Some ragas such as Hemavathy, Kumudakriya, and Naga Gandhari became well-
known mainly through his kritis (compositions).

Y/

+ He created major works like the Kamalamba Navavarana and Abhayamba
Vibhakti series, which are central to Carnatic music studies.

Y/

% A music movement named Guruguhaamrta, started in 2009, is organising the
celebration to showcase its unique ragas and musical style.

New GI tags for Tamil Nadu

« Five products from Tamil Nadu — Woraiyur cotton sari, Kavindapadi nattu
sakkarai (jaggery powder), Namakkal makkal pathirangal (soapstone cookware),
the traditional Thooyamalli rice variety and Ambasamudram choppu saman
(wooden toys) — have secured the Geographical Indications (GI) tag.

+ With this, Tamil Nadu now has 74 products with GI tags.
+ Kavindapadi in Erode district is a major supplier of jaggery powder in Tamil Nadu.

+ Thooyamalli, is a traditional sambha-season rice variety grown over 135 - 140
days.

Karikiyoor Rock Art Documentation

v The Tamil Nadu State Archaeology Department will soon release a book
documenting the Karikiyoor rock art site in Kil Kotagiri.

+ The announcement was made during the release of another book titled “The
Nilgiris Archaeology” in Udhagamandalam.

s It was curated by Yaakai Heritage Trust.

+ The new book is part of a four-year documentation project on rock paintings in
Tamil Nadu.
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+ The project records rock art, burial sites, dolmens, hero stones, sculptures and
inscriptions across the State.

TN 100 Chip Varsity Project

+ The Tamil Nadu government and iVP Semi (Integrated Vector Processors
Semiconductor) have launched the ‘TN 100 Chip Varsity’ project.

+ The programme will set up a Statewide network of chip design labs inside
engineering colleges.

+ It aims to create 100 new chip designs and train 5,000 students in semiconductor
design every year.

v Selected colleges will receive industry-grade tools, training chips, and expert
mentorship.

Al Crowd Management Framework

@,

+ Tamil Nadu Police used Artificial Intelligence (Al) for the first time to manage the
crowd and vehicles at the Karthigai Deepam festival in Tiruvannamalai.

+ The Al system was connected to hundreds of CCTV (Closed-Circuit Television)
cameras around the temple, streets, and girivalam routes.

+ The system gave crowd density alerts when 4-5 people gathered in one square
metre, helping police prevent overcrowding.

+ The technology showed 95% accurate data on the number of people and vehicles
at each location.

v The Deepam 2025 app shared real-time information on medical camps,
ambulances, food distribution spots, and emergency contacts.

Energy Efficiency Achievement - Tamil Nadu

+ Tamil Nadu scored 55.3% in the State Energy Efficiency Index 2024, the highest
in India.

+ The State is ranked above Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh, and Odisha.

s Under the PEACE (Promotion of Energy Audit and Conservation of Energy)
scheme, Tamil Nadu invested Rs 2.6 crore in 2023-24.

+ The funds supported awareness programmes, training, and subsidies for energy
audits in MSME (Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises) units.

% A total of 25 states received Energy Conservation Awards.

+ Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, and Odisha received the highest number of awards
among all the states.
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BNSS Protection

R/

+ The Tamil Nadu government issued a notification extending Section 218(2) of
BNSS (Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita) 2023 to all State police personnel.

+ The rule requires government sanction before prosecuting any police officer for
offences allegedly committed while on duty.

« Similar protection existed earlier under Section 197 of the CrPC (Criminal
Procedure Code), but old extension orders could not be traced.

+ The State used powers under Section 218(3) of BNSS 2023 to apply this
protection to all police ranks involved in maintaining public order.

Y/

+ The new notification does not change the rules for private complaints or cases
under the Prevention of Corruption Act 1988.

T.N. Rising Summit 2025

% The T.N. (Tamil Nadu) Rising Summit in Madurai recorded 91 MoUs
(Memorandums of Understanding) worth 336,660 crore.

« Tamil Nadu received 211.38 lakh crore in committed investments and created 34
lakh jobs in four years.

+ The Madurai region is planned to get 56,766 new jobs through new industrial
projects.

% A PM MITRA (Prime Minister Mega Integrated Textile Region and Apparel) Textile
Park is being built in Virudhunagar for 31,894 crore.

+ New parks include an engineering park and a food park in Theni and industrial
parks in Sivaganga.

% A shipbuilding project by Hyundai and a non-leather footwear unit by Pei Hai are
part of the new investments.

New Rules for Temple Land Transactions

« Tamil Nadu issued the Alienation of Immovable Property of the Religious
Institutions Rules, 2025 for temple land sale, exchange, lease, and mortgage.

+ The rules were notified through a Government Order on December 1, 2025.

+ Temple land value must be fixed using the higher of the market value or guideline
value.

+ Sale value is set at 225% in urban areas, 275% within 30 km, 325% within 30—
50 km, and 425% beyond 50 km from urban areas.

+ Lands offered in exchange must have a clear title, no encumbrances, and must
not be in restricted or eco-sensitive zones.
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+ Proposals for sale, exchange, lease over five years, or mortgage must be published
in the State gazette, district gazette, and public notices must be issued for
objections within 30 days.

TN Toy Manufacturing Policy 2025

R/

+ Tamil Nadu has announced the Toy Manufacturing Policy 2025 at the TN Rising
Investment Conclave in Madurai.

s The global toy market was valued at 180 billion US dollars in 2024, and India
holds less than one per cent share.

Y/

+ The policy plans to bring 10 major toy companies and set up a Toy Manufacturing
Park.

+ Investments above 50 crore with at least 50 jobs will receive special incentives
such as capital subsidy and tax relief.

v Toy MSMEs will get subsidies up to 1.5 crore, payroll support, and interest
reimbursement.

Y/

+ The policy supports new-age toys like STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics) toys, electronic toys, puzzles, and action figures.

ASI Digital Epigraphy Project

+ The Epigraphy Division of the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has begun
digitising all Tamil estampages by scanning them and uploading them to a
dedicated online repository for easy access.

s ASI holds 24,806 Tamil estampages, and scanning has been completed for
13,740, covering nearly 25,000 Tamil inscriptions.

+ The division is also digitising estampages of inscriptions in other Indian
languages as well as Arabic and Persian.

+ The work is part of the Bharat Shared Repository of Inscriptions (Bharat SHRI).

+ Bharat SHRI is a digital epigraphy museum that aims to create a complete digital
archive of all recorded inscriptions.

+ Each scanned estampage includes descriptive metadata mentioning its location,
king, dynasty, language, script, period and transcript.

% The project helps scholars and the public access inscription data easily through
a single digital platform.
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Impeachment motion against Justice Swaminathan

R/

+ INDIA bloc MPs submit letter to LS Speaker to move impeachment motion against
Justice Swaminathan.

s They sought to move a motion for his removal under Article 217, read with Article
124, of the Constitution of India.

+ They stated that the conduct of Justice Swaminathan raised serious questions
regarding impartiality, transparency, and the secular functioning of the judiciary.

+ The MPs submitted copies of letters written by members of the Rajya Sabha and
the Lok Sabha to the President of India and the Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court.

Y/

+ One hundred members of the Lok Sabha or 50 members of the Rajya Sabha have
to sign an impeachment motion against a High Court judge.

Y/

+ If the motion is accepted, a three-member committee will investigate it.

Y/

+ Thereafter, both Houses must pass the motion by a special majority (two-thirds
present and voting, plus absolute majority of total membership).

Y/

+ Finally, the President will issue the removal order.

Y/

+ However, no judge has been successfully impeached in India.

New Rules for Women’s Hostels

% Tamil Nadu has amended the Hostels and Homes for Women and Children
(Regulation) Rules, 2015.

s It was reducing the average space norm per woman from 120 sq. ft to 50 sq. ft.

+ The rules operate under the Tamil Nadu Hostels and Homes for Women and
Children (Regulation) Act, 2014.

% In May 2025, the State has revised the licence procedure, requiring an online
application to the District Collector with a 310,000 fee.

% Licences are auto-generated after verification of documents and remain valid for
10 years.

+ The rules apply to hostels, homes, and lodging facilities run by the government,
NGOs, private bodies, religious institutions, factories, and enterprises.

Elimination of Invasive Species - Senna spectabilis

% Tamil Nadu is carrying out one of the country’s largest eradication efforts to clear
Senna spectabilis from every forest division by March 2026.

@

* Senna spectabilis is an invasive, fast-growing yellow-flowering tree from the
Fabaceae family.
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« It is native to South and Central America and has heavily invaded parts of the
Western Ghats, including Nilgiris, Mudumalai, and Sathyamangalam.

«» It thrives in dry to moist deciduous forests, spreads quickly through abundant
seeds, and forms dense monocultures.

+ It causes ecological harm by reducing biodiversity, slowing forest regeneration,
increasing fire risk, and limiting fodder for wildlife.

Polling stations in TN
+ Tamil Nadu has a total of 75,035 polling stations after the rationalization process.
+» This is an increase of 6,568 from the earlier 68,467 stations.

« After the rationalization process, a total of 6,648 stations were created and 80
were merged.

+ While the location was changed for 2,509 polling stations, re-arrangement of
sections was undertaken in 7,752.

s The number of electors has been limited to 1,200 per polling station and a station
was within two-kilometre radius.

+ No polling station is located in police stations, hospitals, temples or places having
religious significance.

Global AI Conclave 2025
% IIT Madras and the India Al Mission will host the Global Al Conclave in Chennai.
+ The event aims to promote safe, trusted, and inclusive Artificial Intelligence (AI).

+ The conclave discussed Al safety, governance frameworks, and the idea of an Al
Safety Commons for the Global South.

+ This conclave acts as a preparatory event for the India-Al Impact Summit 2026,
scheduled from 15-20 February 2026 in New Delhi.

« The goal is to create Al systems that are globally interoperable but suitable for
India’s social and technological needs.

Palmyrah Seed Plantation

% Under the Green Tamil Nadu Mission, over 2.24 crore (22.4 million) Palmyrah
seeds have been planted across Tamil Nadu.

+ The Palmyrah palm (Borassus flabellifer) is a drought-resistant tree commonly
found in Tamil Nadu, Sri Lanka, and Southeast Asia.
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+ The plantation drive is part of a statewide environmental effort to increase green
cover and ecological restoration.

«» All planted seeds are geo-tagged and monitored through a mobile application for
tracking purposes.

+ The initiative aims to support soil conservation, water retention, and sustainable
rural livelihoods.

Sand Mining restriction in Adichanallur

+ The Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court ruled that sand mining is not
allowed near the Adichanallur archaeological site or within the village.

+ A Division Bench passed the order while disposing of a petition filed in 2016.

% The petition related to alleged sand mining near the Adichanallur Iron-Age urn
burial site in the Thoothukudi district.

Y/

+ The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) is carrying out excavations at the fenced
archaeological site.

Y/

+ No sand mining or quarrying licence has been issued in Adichanallur village.

Kalaignar Magalir Urimai Thittam - Phase 2

+ The second phase of the Kalaignar Magalir Urimai Thittam began in the
Coimbatore district.

% ATM cards were distributed to beneficiaries at an official ceremony in Coimbatore.

% A total of 50,648 women were found eligible for benefits in the second phase after
field verification.

+ Each eligible woman will receive 31,000 per month through direct bank transfer.

+ With both phases combined, Coimbatore district has 4,76,353 beneficiaries
under the scheme.

+ The total annual expenditure for both phases in the district is ¥3571,62,36,000.

Tamil Nadu Economic Growth 2025

+ The State of Tamilnadu topped other States by recording a Gross State Domestic
Product (GSDP) growth rate of 16 %.

% This growth figure was reported by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

s The report ‘Handbook of Statistics on Indian States, 2024-25" was released by
the RBI.

s Between 2021 and 2025, Tamil Nadu’s economy grew by 310.50 lakh crore.
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< The total GSDP value of Tamil Nadu stands at ¥31.19 lakh crore.

+ The State’s per capita income crossed ¥1.9 lakh per year, marking a major
economic milestone.

+ The GSDP at current prices increased from Rs 26.88 lakh crore in 2023-24 to Rs
31.18 lakh crore in 2024-25.

% In this regard, Tamilnadu was outpacing Maharashtra and Gujarat.

+ This continues a consistent upward trend over the past three years, with Tamil
Nadu recording growth of 14.47 per cent between 2021-22 and 2022-23, and
2023-24.

% Maharashtra, despite having the largest GSDP in absolute terms, reported slower
growth compared with Tamil Nadu.

+ Karnataka saw consistent double-digit performance but remained behind Tamil
Nadu in 2024-25 in terms of the pace of expansion

« Uttar Pradesh registered particularly strong growth between 2022-23 and 2023-
24 but moderated in 2024-25.

+ Tamilnadu ranks fourth in per capita income, behind Delhi, Telangana and
Karnataka.

s It's per capita income also rose sharply to Rs 3,61,619 in 2024-25 from Rs
3,13,329 in 2023-24.

HPV Vaccination Program

+ Tamil Nadu will launch the Human Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination programme
by the end of January 2026.

+ The program will begin in four districts with high cervical cancer cases: Ariyalur,
Perambalur, Tiruvannamalai, and Dharmapuri.

s The first dose will be given to 27,000 children in these four districts.
% Overall, about 3,38,000 girls across 38 districts will benefit from the programme.
+ The programme is for girls aged 9 to 14 years to prevent cervical cancer.

% The State government has allocated 336 crore and will provide the vaccine free of
cost.

People-Centered Climate Governance

+ Tamil Nadu has launched a people-led climate intelligence system through
Community-based Monitoring, Reporting and Verification (CbMRV).

% Monitoring, Reporting and Verification (MRV) is used to track climate change
impacts, adaptation actions, and environmental outcomes.
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+ The initiative began in 2023 under the United Kingdom Partnering for Accelerated
Climate Transitions (UK PACT) programme.

« It integrates community-generated environmental data into State climate
governance.

+ These three areas were selected as pilot:
o Aracode in the Nilgiris (mountain forests),
o Vellode in Erode (agriculture and wetlands), and
o Killai in Cuddalore (coastal and mangrove ecosystems).

+ Communities collect data on rainfall, temperature, soil, water, biodiversity,
agriculture, fisheries, livelihoods, and carbon stocks.

+ Traditional ecological knowledge is used along with scientific field monitoring
methods.

+ The data support local planning, disaster preparedness, and climate adaptation
programmes.

Y/

+ The initiative aims to build a long-term community-based green workforce in
Tamil Nadu.

Top Tourist Destinations

+ Tiruchi district remained the top tourist destination in Tamil Nadu in August
2025.

% According to the Department of Tourism, Tiruchi attracted 23.09 lakh tourists in
August.

+ Of the total visitors to Tiruchi, 22.94 lakh were domestic tourists, and 14,706
were foreign tourists.

% Madurai district ranked second with 21.65 lakh tourists and recorded the highest
number of foreign tourists at 1.53 lakh.

« Thoothukudi ranked third with 21.10 lakh tourists, followed by
Ramanathapuram with 20.16 lakh tourists.

* Major tourist districts such as Tiruchi, Madurai, Thanjavur, and Tiruvannamalai
are known for historic temples and religious sites.

Thoothukudi Pearls
+ The Thoothukudi Muthu Urpathiyalargal Sangam has applied for GI tag.

+ Thoothukudi pearls are natural pearls from the Gulf of Mannar with a recorded
history of over 2,000 years.
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+ Thoothukudi is known as the “Pearl City” because of its long tradition of pearl
fishing.

+» These pearls are naturally formed and occur in round, semi-round and button-
shaped forms.

+ The pearls have smooth surfaces, fine texture and colours such as white, cream,
pale yellow, pink and silvery white.

+ Thoothukudi pearls are known for a brilliant nacreous lustre, often described as
a “milky shine”.
+ Thoothukudi pearls were traded in Indian, Roman, Greek, Arab, Mediterranean

and East Asian markets.

Y/

+ The ancient port of Korkai near present-day Thoothukudi was an early centre of
pearl trade.

Y/

+ Korkai is mentioned in Sangam literature such as Pattinappaalai and Madurai
Kanchi.

+ During the colonial period, the Portuguese, Dutch, French and British controlled
and taxed pearl fishing.

Y/

+ Colonial authorities conducted pearl auctions in Thoothukudi that attracted
international merchants.

+ The Parava community was traditionally involved in pearl diving activities.

+ Pearl trade contributed to the wealth of the Pandya and Chola kingdoms.

Economic growth of TN 2025

+ Tamil Nadu’s Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) at current prices increased
from 326.88 lakh crore in 2023-24 to 331.19 lakh crore in 2024-25.

+ Thus, it is registering a growth of 16%.

+ The State has recorded double-digit growth at current prices over the past four
years, with the manufacturing sector playing a crucial role.

« Over the same period, Tamil Nadu’s manufacturing GSDP increased by 1.46
lakh crore.

+ The State has nearly 40,121 factories providing employment to about 24.75 lakh
people.

+ The construction sector has also made a significant contribution to growth,
recording close to 11% growth in 2024-25.

+ The services sector accounts for nearly 53% of the State’s Gross Value Addition.

s It registered a real growth of 11.3% in 2024-25.
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s The fiscal deficit is projected at 3% of GSDP in 2025-26, while the debt-to-GSDP
ratio has declined from 27% in 2021-22 to 26% in 2024-25.

Green Hydrogen Pilot Project

% The V.O. Chidambaranar (VoC) Port in India will launch a Green Hydrogen Pilot
Project.

+» The project will set up a bunkering (refuelling) facility for green hydrogen and its
derivatives.

+» The facility will support ships operating on domestic and international routes.

Y/

s The project aims to reduce carbon dioxide (CO:) emissions from the shipping
sector.

Land for Navodaya Schools

+ The Supreme Court (SC) directed the Tamil Nadu government to identify land for
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas (JNVs) in every district within six weeks.

+ The court modified an eight-year-old stay on setting up Navodaya schools in the
State.

< The court asked the Central Government and the State Government to hold
mutual consultations and submit a report.

+ The court clarified that identifying land does not mean starting construction of
the schools.

+ The State was given liberty to raise its grievances with the Centre, including
pending education scheme dues.

GI Tag for Thoothukudi Products

+ The applications for GI tag have been submitted for Thoothukudi salt, Authoor
Poovan banana, and Villiseri lemon.

+ Thoothukudi salt is made using the solar evaporation method and contributes
about 30% of India’s total salt production.

% Poovan banana is cultivated in Authoor and nearby villages along the
Thamirabarani canal irrigation region.

+ Villiseri lemon from Kovilpatti is known for its strong aroma, high juice content,
fewer seeds, and long shelf life.
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Farm Sector status in Tamil Nadu 2025

« Agriculture is the weak spot of Tamil Nadu’s economy and has recorded negative
growth in the last two years, 2023-24 and 2024-25.

% This is based on the RBI Handbook of Statistics on Indian States.

+ Despite weak agricultural performance, the State’s economy has grown well due
to the strong performance of the secondary and tertiary sectors.

+ Total food grain production (rice, pulses, and coarse cereals) ranged between 107
and 120 lakh tonnes.

s The highest production was 119.98 lakh tonnes in 2021-22, after the COVID-19
pandemic, and the lowest was 107 lakh tonnes in 2023-24.

+ Rice is the main food grain in the State, followed by coarse cereals, especially
millets, while pulses contribute only a small share.

+ Production of rice and coarse cereals has remained largely stable over the years.

+ Pulse production is low at around 3.6 lakh tonnes, compared to 7.5 lakh tonnes
in 2014-15.

+ Production of non-food crops such as cotton, sugarcane, and oilseeds has shown
a declining trend.

% Oilseed production was about 11.5 lakh tonnes 20 years ago and has not crossed
that level since.

+ Cotton production declined to 2.1 lakh bales last year from 6.86 lakh bales in
2014-15.

* Sugarcane production fell sharply to about 133.5 lakh tonnes, compared to 411
lakh tonnes in 2006-07.

« Experts cite erratic monsoon conditions, market price fluctuations, lack of
procurement for crops other than rice, and non-availability of new crop varieties
as key reasons.

« Experts suggest giving more importance to horticultural crops, especially in rain-
fed areas, to improve farm sector performance.

Orderly System Abolition
+ The DGP of Tamil Nadu ordered the complete removal of the orderly system.

+» Police personnel must not be posted to the residences of serving or retired police
officers.

+ The Madras High Court ruled that using orderlies for non-official work is against
the law.

% A Government Order issued in 1979 had already abolished the orderly system.
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+» All senior police officers were instructed to review and ensure full compliance.

+ Any orderly found at an officer’s residence must be withdrawn immediately.

Middle Palaeolithic Site at Mallankinaru

+» A possible Middle Palaeolithic period site was identified after quartz stone tools
were discovered at Mallankinaru in Virudhunagar district of Tamil Nadu.

< The artefacts include multidirectional cores, radial cores, flakes, notches, and
scrapers.

+ The stone tools were found in a stratified quarry section near a waterbody at
Mallankinaru.

% Preliminary analysis indicates that the tools may belong to the Middle Palaeolithic
period.

Y/

+ The site is part of the lower Gundar basin and was formed due to fluvial (river-
related) activity.

Tamil Nadu Electoral Roll 2025

@,

< Over 97 lakh voters were removed from Tamil Nadu’s draft electoral roll after the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR).

Y/

< The total number of voters in Tamil Nadu reduced from 6.41 crore to 5.43 crore
after the revision.

+ Of the deleted voters, 26.9 lakh were deceased, 66.4 lakh had shifted residence
or were absent, and 3.98 lakh were duplicate entries.

+ In Chennai district, 14.2 lakh voters were deleted, which is about 35.6% of the
voters before SIR.

Porunai Archaeological Museum

+ TN Chief Minister has inaugurated the Porunai Archaeological Museum near
Palayamkottai in Tirunelveli district.

+ The museum is built on 13 acres at a cost of ¥56.36 crore and was sanctioned by
the Tamil Nadu Government in 2021.

s It displays artefacts excavated from Adichanallur, Sivakalai, and Korkai in the
Thoothukudi district, and Thulukkarpatti in the Tirunelveli district.

+ Exhibits include burial urns, iron tools, bronze and gold ornaments, coins,
pottery, and artefacts with Thamizhi (ancient Tamil script) letters.

« Carbon dating shows iron use by Tamils as early as 3300 BC at Sivakalai and
2613 BC at Adichanallur.

46


https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

-*g TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM

ol Information is a Blessing

SHANKAR
IAS ACADEMY
.

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

UEF Trade Summit 2025

% The United Economic Forum (UEF) Trade Summit 2025 was held at the Chennai
Trade Centre in Chennai, Tamil Nadu.

+ A total of 10 MoUs were signed during the summit to strengthen business growth,
market access, and strategic partnerships.

+ A key MoU was signed between the United Economic Forum (UEF) and the United
Nations Sustainable Development Council (UNSDC) to support the
implementation of the 17 United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
across 45 educational institutions associated with UEF.

+ The summit theme is “Unnatha Tamizhagam — 4Tn for TN by 2047”.

Patent Filings in Tamil Nadu
% Tamil Nadu filed 15,440 patent applications in the year 2024-25.
« It ranked first among all Indian states in patent filings during this period.

+ Tamil Nadu accounted for 23% of the total 68,201 patent applications filed in
India.

s Patent filings from the state increased by 62% compared to 2023-24.
+ The number of applications rose from 9,565 (2023-24) to 15,440 (2024-25).

Victoria hall Renovation

+ CM of Tamil Nadu inaugurated restored Victoria Public Hall in Chennai, the hall,
named after Queen Victoria.

+ It was Built in 1888 in the Indo-Saracenic architectural style.

% Victoria Public Hall was designed by renowned architect Robert Chisholm and
constructed by Namberumal Chetty and opened to the public by Lord
Connemara.

+ This hall was also the site where the Justice Party was formed in 1916, paving
the way for Dravidian politics in the State.

% About 120 musical instruments that were used in the Sangam period were also
lined up, including the tutari, kuzhal, kinnaram, kokkarai and several others.

+ It was taken up under the Singara Chennai 2.0 programme.

Keezhadi Flood Sediments

+ Archaeological evidence shows that floods buried the Keezhadi settlement on the
Vaigai floodplain in Tamil Nadu around 1,155 years ago.
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+ Keezhadi is located in the Sivagangai district and lies on a mound within the
Vaigai river floodplain.

« Excavations have revealed brick structures, canals, floors, and pottery reflecting
urban life described in Sangam literature.

+ The sediment layers indicate repeated flooding, with coarser sand below brick
structures and silty clay above, suggesting high-energy flood events.

+ These findings help understand late Holocene climate variability and how
environmental forces shaped human settlements in South India.

Funds for CMCHIS

@,

% Tamil Nadu has significantly improved access to high-end medical procedures
through its state health insurance scheme.

Y/

+ More than 18,000 patients have undergone high-end procedures such as organ
transplantations under the Chief Minister’s Comprehensive Health Insurance
Scheme (CMCHIS).

+ Total of 18,182 persons have benefitted from January 11, 2012, to November 30,
2025.

+ The total amount approved under the scheme standing at ¥1,556.35 crore.

% Renal transplants accounted for the highest number of beneficiaries (6,524),
followed by cochlear implants (6,276).

+ In terms of the amount spent, liver transplants incurred the highest expenditure
(515.83 crore).

+ Under the CMCHIS, %22,00,000 is allotted for liver transplantation.

Vijayanagara-era Gold Coins

+ Eighty-six punch-marked gold coins belonging to the Vijayanagara period were
found near Jolarpet in Tirupattur district.

+ The gold coins were found inside an iron pot buried below the surface of the
farmland.

% The coins bear a pig emblem, which was commonly used by Vijayanagara rulers.

s As per the Indian Treasure Trove Act of 1878, the recovered treasure legally
belongs to the government.

Turmeric Exports

% Turmeric exports from Erode district in Tamil Nadu increased by 5% this year
due to growing global demand.
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+ Erode turmeric is known for high curcumin content (2.5%-3.9%) and has a GI
tag.
+ The crop is sown in June-July and harvested in February—March.

+ Erode hosts the second-largest turmeric market in India after Nizamabad,
Telangana.

« It exports to countries like Germany, Iran, Iraq, Morocco, Malaysia, Saudi Arabia,
Brazil, the Netherlands, and Bangladesh.

% Turmeric cultivation in Erode covers over 30% of Tamil Nadu’s 1.60 lakh acres
under the spice, producing more than two lakh bags annually.

NATIONAL

Tex-RAMPS Scheme

+ The Union government approved the Textiles Focused Research, Assessment,
Monitoring, Planning and Start-up (Tex-RAMPS) Scheme.

% The scheme will integrate research, data, and innovation to strengthen India’s
textile sector.

+ Tex-RAMPS aims to position India as a global leader in sustainability, technology,
and competitiveness.

+ The scheme has a total outlay of 305 crore for the financial years 2025-26 to
2030-31.

Indian Army’s Modernisation Roadmap

@,

% Chief of Army Staff General announced a three-phase roadmap to transform the
Indian Army into a fully integrated, future-ready force by 2047.

s Phase 1 (till 2032) focuses on capability development, force structure, and
operational readiness; Phase 2 (till 2037) consolidates gains; Phase 3 (till 2047)
aims for next-generation warfare readiness.

« Four key pillars guide transformation: Self-reliance (Atma Nirbharta), Innovation
(Anusandhan), Adaptation (Anukulan), and Integration (Ekikaran).

% India’s military reforms align with the national vision of Viksit Bharat and the
Prime Minister’s 5S framework: respect, dialogue, cooperation, prosperity, and
security.
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India’s Record Defense Production and Exports
% India’s defence production reached a record X1.54 lakh crore in FY 2024-25.

+ Indigenous defence production was 21,27,434 crore in FY 2023-24, a 174%
increase from 346,429 crore in 2014-15.

s Defence exports rose to %23,622crore in FY 2024-25, up from less than
%1,000 crore in 2014.

+ Defence Public Sector Undertakings (DPSUs) contributed 77% of production, and
the private sector contributed 23%.

< Two Defence Industrial Corridors in Uttar Pradesh and Tamil Nadu attracted
29,145 crore investments and 289 Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs).

+ The Government aims to achieve 3lakhcrore in defence production and
%50,000 crore in exports by 2029.

Gaja-Lok initiative

+ The Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH) launched Gaja-
Lok: Elephant Lands and their Cultural Symbolism in Asia.

+ The initiative documents cultural, historical, ecological, and climate resilience
aspects of the Asian elephant across elephant-range countries.

+ The project aims to promote transnational recognition of elephant-related
heritage and conservation in Asia.

India’s Clean Industry Pipeline

+ India holds the world’s third-largest clean industry pipeline, after China and the
United States.

+ The country has 65 commercial-scale clean industrial projects worth over USD
150 billion.

+ Only six projects have reached the Final Investment Decision (FID) stage.

% Projects are concentrated in Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Gujarat,
Rajasthan, Maharashtra, and Tamil Nadu.

+ The chemicals sector represents nearly 80% of the pipeline, including 50
ammonia and methanol projects.

« Other sectors include steel, cement, aviation, and aluminium, piloting low-
emission technologies.
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SoLAR Phase II

% SoLAR Phase II (Solar Irrigation for Agricultural Resilience) is led by the
International Water Management Institute (IWMI) with support from the Swiss
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC).

+ The aim is to expand solar-powered irrigation for small farmers and improve
climate resilience, water security, and clean energy use in agriculture.

+ The program expands solar-powered irrigation in India, Bangladesh, Kenya, and
Ethiopia.

s It uses evidence from Phase I (2019-2025) to make policies for solar irrigation.

+ Farmers get access to solar pumps through Pay-as-you-go (PAYG), microfinance,
and blended finance programs.

% The program trains farmers and local technicians to install and maintain solar
irrigation systems.

Revised Earthquake Design Code 2025

@,

+ India released an updated seismic zonation map under the Earthquake Design
Code 2025, designed by the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS).

+ The entire Himalayan arc from Jammu and Kashmir-Ladakh to Arunachal
Pradesh is now placed in the new highest-risk Zone VI.

s About 61% of India is now classified under moderate to high earthquake-hazard
zones.

% Boundary towns are automatically placed in the higher-risk zone if located
between two zones.

+ The map uses Probabilistic Seismic Hazard Assessment (PSHA) and includes
updated soil and ground-response guidelines.

Renaming of Raj Bhavans

% The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) sent a letter to all Governors and Lieutenant
Governors.

s It suggested renaming Raj Bhavans as Lok Bhavans because the old name has a
“colonial” association.

% It also suggested renaming Raj Niwas (the Lieutenant Governor’s residence) as
Lok Niwas.

% West Bengal and Ladakh changed their names soon after receiving the letter.

* Raj Bhavan is the official home of a State Governor, and Raj Niwas is the home
of a Union Territory Lieutenant Governor.
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HAL-GE Tejas Mk1lA Engine Deal

R/

% Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) signed a $1-billion deal with GE Aerospace
for 113 jet engines.

s The engines, F404-GE-IN20, will power Tejas Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Mk1A
jets.

s The Defence Ministry approved a 362,370-crore deal for 97 Tejas Mk1A jets for
the Indian Air Force (IAF).

v Tejas Mk1A is a single-engine, multi-role fighter for air defence, maritime
reconnaissance, and strike missions.

National Urban Conclave 2025

% The National Urban Conclave 2025 was held in New Delhi to promote sustainable
urban development under the Viksit Bharat 2047 vision.

+ The Dumpsite Remediation Accelerator Programme (DRAP) started to clean city
dumps.

+ It aims to remove 8.8 crore metric tonnes of old waste by September 2026.

+ Swachh Bharat Mission — Knowledge Management Unit (KMU) set up at the
National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA) for capacity building and knowledge
sharing.

+ Centre for Public Policy on Habitat and Housing to be established at National
Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA) to support affordable urban housing through
policy and data initiatives.

+ IIRS Sankalan App, a GIS-based mobile application, was launched by the Indian
Institute of Remote Sensing (IIRS) for faster urban surveys.

% The Urban Invest Window (UiWIN) will be led by Housing and Urban Development
Corporation (HUDCO) to attract private and multilateral financing for sustainable
urban projects.

+ Hill & Himalayan Cities Fund, Rs 1,000 crore under Swachh Bharat Mission—
Urban 2.0, aims to improve the waste management in fragile hill and Himalayan
cities.

Supreme Court New Guidelines
s From December 1, 2025, all fresh cases will be listed automatically for a hearing.
% No need for litigants to mention their cases for listing.

% Urgent cases involving individual liberty will be heard within 2 working days after
verification.
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+ For bail, anticipatory bail, death penalty, habeas corpus, eviction/dispossession,
and demolition cases, urgent requests can be made between 10:00 am and 10:30
am.

¢ Senior counsels cannot make oral mention; junior counsels can do so in
emergencies.

+ Adjournment letters for old cases are generally not allowed to reduce pendency.

Chanakya Defence Dialogue 2025
% Chanakya Defence Dialogue 2025 was held in New Delhi.
< Theme of the event was “Reform to Transform: Sashakt, Surakshit aur Viksit
Bharat” (Empowered, Secure and Developed India).

+ The aim is to discuss defence reforms, technological innovation, indigenisation,
and strategic self-reliance for India.

+ The dialogue announced a roadmap to modernize the Indian Army by 2047.

% HOP 2032 focuses on immediate upgrades and readiness for conventional
threats.

« STEP 2037 adds advanced tech like Al, cyber warfare, and networked operations.

s JUMP 2047 aims for full modernization, multi-domain superiority, and strategic
autonomy.

« Focus areas included multi-domain warfare preparedness, Al and cyber
capabilities, civil-military cooperation, and faster defence procurement.

India’s Population Shift

+¢ According to the Indian Association for the Study of Population (IASP), India’s
population is expected to stabilise by 2080 at about 1.8 to 1.9 billion.

% The Total Fertility Rate (TFR) has dropped from 3.5 in 2000 to 1.9 in 2025, which
is below the replacement level of 2.1.

+ Higher development, better education, and increased female literacy have helped
reduce the fertility rate.

s States such as Kerala and West Bengal now have very low fertility levels, with
TFRs of about 1.5 and 1.3.

« Life expectancy is rising and creating a larger elderly population that needs more
care.
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India’s Power Capacity Milestone

R/

+ India’s total installed power capacity reached 5.05 lakh megawatt as of 31
October 2025.

s Non-fossil fuel capacity (2,59,423 MW) is now higher than fossil-fuel capacity
(2,45,600 MW).

% India has achieved 2,50,643 MW from renewable energy, supporting the target of
500 gigawatt (GW) non-fossil capacity by 2030.

+ The aim is to expand nuclear capacity to 100 GW by 2047, supported by missions
for small modular reactors and new fuel development.

GIRG Framework

% The Indian government monitors 26 global indices under the Global Indices for
Reforms and Growth (GIRG) initiative.

+ The initiative aims to identify gaps and improve India’s rankings to support
national growth.

+ Seventeen nodal ministries review index methodologies and engage with the
international bodies for accurate data.

+ The indices cover four main themes: Economy, Development, Governance, and
Industry.

Sanchar Saathi App

+ The Department of Telecommunications has mandated the pre-installation of the
Sanchar Saathi app on all new smartphones in India.

+ This app allows users to block lost or stolen phones across all telecom networks.
« It also lets users view all mobile connections registered under their name.

+ Additionally, the app features a Chakshu option to report fraudulent calls, SMS,
or WhatsApp messages.

+ The government aims to prevent misuse of telecom resources and enhance
cybersecurity through this initiative.

New PMO Complex - Seva Teerth

v The new complex housing the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) will be called Seva
Teerth.

< It was earlier known as the Executive Enclave under the Central Vista
Redevelopment Project.
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+ The complex also includes offices of the Cabinet Secretariat, National Security
Council Secretariat, and India House for high-level talks.

+ The naming reflects a shift from power to service, emphasizing governance as
seva (service) rather than satta (power).

+ Other recent renaming includes Raj Bhavans to Lok Bhavans, Rajpath to
Kartavya Path, and the PM’s residence road to Lok Kalyan Marg.

India’s First Water-Positive Airport

% Indira Gandhi International (IGI) Airport in Delhi is India’s first water-positive
airport, handling over 40 million passengers.

% A water-positive place recharges more freshwater than it uses.

% The airport has 625 rainwater harvesting structures and two reservoirs storing 9
million litres of water.

% A 16.6 million-litres-per-day (MLD) zero-liquid-discharge sewage plant recycles
all wastewater.

+ Recycled water is used for air-conditioning, gardening and toilets through
automated systems.

« The certification was given under the NITI Aayog — Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII) water neutrality framework.

SIM Verification for Apps

+ The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) has directed messaging apps,
including WhatsApp, Telegram, Signal, and Snapchat, to implement mandatory
SIM binding within 90 days.

« Effective February 2026, apps must deactivate if the registered SIM is removed,
replaced, or deactivated.

% Web versions of these apps must automatically log out users every six hours,
requiring fresh QR-based authentication.

% SIM binding continuously verifies that the original registered SIM is active, unlike
the current one-time verification system.

% Messaging platforms are now classified as Telecommunication Identifier User
Entities under the Telecommunication Cybersecurity Amendment Rules 2025.

v The move aims to curb cyber fraud, impersonation scams, and cross-border
offences by linking app activity to verified mobile identities.
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50 Years of BWC

+ India hosted the international conference “50 Years of BWC: Strengthening
Biosecurity for the Global South” in New Delhi.

+» The Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) is the first multilateral treaty banning
biological and toxin weapons.

+ The treaty prohibits the development, production, stockpiling, transfer, and use
of biological weapons.

+ It was opened for signature on 10 April 1972 and entered into force on 26 March
1975; India is a founding State Party.

« The BWC holds review conferences every five years and promotes the peaceful
use of biological science, especially for developing countries.

Lakshadweep Strategic Military Upgrade

+ The Indian Navy will establish a new naval detachment on Bitra Island, expected
to be fully operational by 2026.

% The Air Force is expanding its Agatti airfield and building a new air base on
Minicoy.

+ The Lakshadweep Islands have strategic importance due to shipping traffic,
piracy threats, and Chinese interest in the Indian Ocean Region.

+ The Indian Navy already operates INS Jatayu on Minicoy and INS Dweeprakshak
on Kavaratti.

Companies Amendment Rules, 2025

% On December 1, 2025, the Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) notified the
Companies (Specification of Definition Details) Amendment Rules, 2025.

v The amendment redefined small companies under the Companies Act, 2013 by
increasing the threshold limits.

+ Paid-up capital limit is now up to 310 crores and turnover limit up to X100 crores.

+ This expansion brings more companies under the “small company” category,
easing compliance requirements.

« The change supports Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs),
encourages growth, and promotes ease of doing business in India.

23rd Law commission on One Nation One Election

+ The Law Commission informed the Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) that the
bills and the wider proposal for synchronised elections do not violate the basic
structure of the Constitution
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+» It also said that the Model Code of Conduct does not require statutory backing.

+ It emphasised that simultaneous polls only modify the timing and frequency, not
the democratic right to vote.

+ The Commission emphasised that the right to vote is a statutory right, not a
fundamental one, as consistently held by the Supreme Court.

+» For this reason, the synchronisation of election schedules or frequency would not
affect the citizens' right to vote.

+ The Commission told the JPC that India follows a quasi-federal model with a clear
predominance of the Union.

+ The proposed framework, according to the Commission, does not disturb this
essential federal character.

+ The Constitution explicitly empowers Parliament to legislate on elections,
including those to state Assemblies, thereby reinforcing the validity of the
proposal.

% On the question of whether the Bills require ratification by States under Article
368 of the Constitution, the Commission clarified that no constitutional provision
touching the federal structure is being amended, and therefore state ratification
is not required.

+ The Commission has also commented extensively on the powers proposed to be
granted to the Election Commission of India under clauses 82A(3) and 82A(5).

% The Law Commission informed the JPC that Article 324 already functions as a
reservoir of power for the poll body, and Supreme Court judgments have
repeatedly affirmed the Commission's broad authority

+ Joint Parliamentary Committee is examining two Bills—the Constitution (129th
Amendment) Bill, 2024, and the Union Territories Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2024.

v The 23rd Law Commission of India is headed by Justice Dinesh Maheshwari
(retd.).

s It was established in September 2024 for a three-year term to review laws and
suggest reforms.

Central Excise Bill, 2025

+ Parliament passed the Central Excise (Amendment) Bill 2025 to amend the
Central Excise Act, 1944.

+ The Bill raises the excise duty and cess on cigarettes, cigars, hookah tobacco,
chewing tobacco, zarda, and scented tobacco.

% Excise duty on cigarettes increases from 3200-X735 per 1,000 sticks to %32,700-
211,000 per 1,000 sticks.
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+ Chewing tobacco duty rises from 25% to 100%, and hookah duty from 25% to
40%.

+ Duty on smoking mixtures for pipes and cigarettes increases from 60% to 325%.

+ The Rajya Sabha approved and returned the Bill to the Lok Sabha for final
passage.

Bharat Taxi

+ Bharat Taxi has begun pilot tests in Delhi and Gujarat under a driver-owned
cooperative model.

+ Drivers keep 100% of the fare because the platform follows a zero-commission
policy.
+ There is no surge pricing, and fares stay fixed and transparent for all passengers.

+ The cooperative is supported by the Ministry of Cooperation and the National e-
Governance Division (NeGD — National e-Governance Division).

Child Malnutrition in India

@,

% Government data shows 33.54% of children under five are stunted in India.

% Measurements were taken from over 6.44 crore children using the Poshan
Tracker (real-time nutrition monitoring system).

% NFHS-5 (National Family Health Survey-5, 2019-21) had earlier reported
stunting at 35.5% and underweight at 32.1%.

% Poshan Tracker was launched in March 2021 to monitor stunting, wasting, and
underweight cases.

% Mission Poshan 2.0 includes Anganwadi Services and Poshan Abhiyaan for
improving nutrition delivery.

NCBC Recommendation on OBC List

+ The National Commission for Backwards Classes (NCBC) has advised the Union
government to remove 35 communities from West Bengal’s Central OBC list.

+ Most of these 35 communities are Muslim, and the recommendation follows an
NCBC probe started in 2023.

< These communities were added to the Central OBC list in 2014, and the NCBC
reviewed a total of 37 communities from that year.

% Any change to the Central OBC list must be passed by Parliament before the
President notifies the updated list.

58


https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

-*g TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM

ol Information is a Blessing

SHANKAR
IAS ACADEMY
.

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

Regional AI Impact Conference 2025

R/

+ The Regional Artificial Intelligence (Al) Impact Conference 2025 was held in
Shillong, Meghalaya.

s It is a preparatory event for the India Al Impact Summit 2026 scheduled in
February 2026.

+ The conference focuses on Al development, technology access, productivity
improvement, and skill training across India.

< The Government of India has allocated X10,300 crore for Al initiatives.

< A total of 570 data and Al labs have been established so far.

India’s Inclusive Finance Framework 2025-30

@,

+ The National Strategy for Financial Inclusion (NSFI) 2025-30 was launched on
December 1, 2025.

Y/

« It was approved by the Sub-Committee of the Financial Stability and the
Development Council (FSDC-SC).

+ The strategy aims to improve access, usage, and delivery of financial services
across India, especially for underserved households and enterprises.

s NSFI 2025-30 introduces Panch-Jyoti, a five-objective framework with 47 action
points.

% Focus areas include financial literacy, customer protection, gender-sensitive
inclusion, skill development, and last-mile access.

National Security Cess Bill, 2025

+ The Lok Sabha has passed the Health Security Se National Security Cess Bill,
2025.

+ The Bill aims to levy a cess on machines used to manufacture pan masala to
support India’s health and national security.

+ The cess amount depends on how many pouches a machine produces per minute
and the weight of pan masala packed in each pouch.

+ The cess ranges from 21.01 crore to 2.5 crore per month per machine, and
violations can lead to up to S years of imprisonment.

+ According to the Global Adult Tobacco Survey (GATS-2), 42% of men and 14% of
women in India use tobacco.

+ This is making India as home to 70% of the world’s smokeless tobacco users.

¢ The economic cost of tobacco use in India was 21.77 lakh crore in 2016-17.
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+ The government has clarified that 41% of duties collected will be shared with the
States.

India’s Quantum 2047 Roadmap

« NITI Aayog’s Frontier Technology Hub released a roadmap to make India a top-3
quantum-powered economy by 2047.

R/

+ The roadmap, developed with International Business Machines Corporation
(IBM), outlines the steps to strengthen research, talent, commercialization, and
quantum technology deployment.

Y/

+ It builds on the National Quantum Mission to expand the quantum computing,
secure communication, precision sensing, and advanced materials in India.

@,

+ The roadmap highlights the role of quantum technologies in transforming sectors
like healthcare, finance, logistics, energy, and national security.

CCUS Roadmap for Net Zero

+ India has launched its first R&D Roadmap for Carbon Capture, Utilization and
Storage (CCUS).

% The roadmap was prepared by the Department of Science and Technology.

s It aims to support India’s climate goal of achieving Net-Zero emissions by 2070
by guiding CCUS technology development and deployment.

+ DST has created CCUS test beds in real industries like power, cement, and steel
to support decarbonization.

+ The roadmap guides technology priorities, funding pathways, skilled manpower,
safety standards, and shared infrastructure.

New Community Disease Reporting System

+ The National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) has launched a citizen-based
reporting system to give early alerts of disease outbreaks.

+ People can report unusual health events by scanning a Quick Response (QR) code
provided by the Ministry of Health and NCDC.

« Each report is sent instantly to district, state and national dashboards under the
Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme (IDSP).

+ The system uses the secure government servers and cybersecurity protocols to
protect user data.
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« It aims to detect outbreaks before patients reach health facilities, though only
about 100 validated reports have been recorded since its nationwide launch in
January 2024.

India’s First All-Electric Green Tug

+ India launched its first all-electric green tug for the Deendayal Port Authority
(DPA) under the Green Tug Transition Programme (GTTP).

+ The tug is designed to support harbour work with silent operations, zero carbon
emissions and a 60-ton bollard pull capacity.

s GTTP plans to induct 50 green tugs by 2030, with 16 tugs in Phase 1 (2024-
2027).

« DPA, Paradip Port Authority, Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority and V.O.
Chidambaranar Port Authority will each get two tugs in Phase 1.

% The tug will help in manoeuvring, escorting and emergency work while providing
data for future green projects.

Indian Maritime Doctrine 2025

% The Indian Navy released the Indian Maritime Doctrine 2025 on Navy Day (4
December).

+ The doctrine is the Navy’s top guidance document for strategy, force use and
capability building.

s It formally recognises the “no-war, no-peace” category and stresses joint
operations among the three services.

« It highlights new threat areas such as grey-zone, hybrid, space, cyber and
cognitive warfare.

+ The doctrine promotes advanced technologies like autonomous and uncrewed
systems.

Economic Cooperation Plan 2030

% India and Russia launched the Economic Cooperation Programme till 2030 to
boost trade and strategic ties.

v The programme focuses on energy, defence, technology, and the industrial
collaboration.

+ Both countries aim to increase annual bilateral trade volume to US $100 billion.

« Transport corridors like the International North-South Transport Corridor and
Arctic shipping lanes are prioritised.
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Cooperation will include nuclear energy, small modular reactors, floating nuclear
plants, and energy infrastructure.

The plan also covers defence R&D, joint manufacturing, space collaboration,
technology, tourism, and skilled workforce mobility.

India-Russia Summit 2025

Y/
°

Y/
°

Y/
0.0

The 23rd India-Russia Annual Summit was held in New Delhi.

The summit marked the 25th anniversary of the Declaration on Strategic
Partnership (2000).

The partnership was elevated to a "Special and Privileged Strategic Partnership”
in 2010.

Leaders adopted the Economic Programme 2030 to diversify trade beyond energy
and defence.

Bilateral trade target set at $100 billion by 2030, up from $68.7 billion in 2024-
25.

Agreements included fast-tracked FTA with the Eurasian Economic Union,
energy cooperation, defence R&D, connectivity projects, Arctic collaboration, and
30-day visa-free e-tourist entry for Russian citizens.

Global Energy Leaders’ Summit 2025

The Global Energy Leaders’ Summit (GELS) 2025 was inaugurated in Puri,
Odisha.

GELS is India’s first platform for long-term energy cooperation between States
and is modelled on the global COP summit.

The theme of the event is “Powering India: Sufficiency, Balance, Innovation.”

The main aim of the 2025 summit is to promote energy sufficiency, ecological
balance, and innovation.

International Science Festival 2025
India International Science Festival (IISF) 2025 was held in Panchkula, Haryana.
The theme of the festival was “Vigyan Se Samruddhi: for Aatmanirbhar Bharat”.

The five focus areas were biotechnology, space, artificial intelligence, traditional
knowledge integration, and science for society and education.

I[ISF 2025 aimed to strengthen public engagement, scientific temper, and
collaboration among ministries, research institutions, industry, and academia.
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10th Schedule Amendment Bill 2025

< A Private Member’s Bill was introduced in the Lok Sabha in December 2025 to
amend the 10th Schedule of the Constitution.

+ The Bill seeks to allow Members of Parliament (MPs) to vote independently on
Bills and Motions, reducing strict party whip enforcement.

+ The 10th Schedule was added by the 52nd Amendment Act, 1985.
« It was designed to prevent unprincipled defections and ensure political stability.

« Whips are the directions issued by the political parties to MPs/MLAs to vote in a
particular manner; defying a whip can lead to disqualification under the 10th
Schedule.

Women’s Quota in State Bar Councils

+ The Supreme Court has directed the Bar Council of India (BCI) to ensure 30%
reservation for women in all State Bar Council elections.

Y/

% For this year, 20% seats will be filled by electing women and 10% seats will be
filled through co-option (selecting members without an election).

+ The order applies to State Bar Councils where elections have not yet been
notified.

+ The Bar Council of India must prepare and submit the proposal for co-option.

« The directive ensures a minimum mandatory representation of women in
upcoming Bar Council bodies.

Flight Duty Time Limitation Norms

+ IndiGo faced mass flight cancellations after the rollout of revised Flight Duty Time
Limitation (FDTL) rules, prompting temporary exemptions by the DGCA.

« FDTL norms are safety regulations by the Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) to prevent pilot fatigue.

+ Revised rules include 48 hours of weekly rest, maximum 2-night landings, and
no more than 2 consecutive night duties.

% DGCA, under the Ministry of Civil Aviation, regulates air safety, licenses pilots,
and ensures compliance with international standards.

+ India is the 3rd-largest domestic aviation market, supporting over 7.7 million
jobs, with rapid growth in passenger traffic and airports.
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Draft Indian Statistical Institute Bill, 2025

+ The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) released the
draft Indian Statistical Institute (ISI) Bill, 2025.

+ It aims to convert ISI from a registered society to a statutory body corporate.
+ ISI was founded in 1931 by P.C. Mahalanobis in Kolkata.

« It is an Institution of National Importance offering UG and PG programs in
Statistics, Mathematics, Economics, Computer Science, and related fields.

+ The Bill gives power to the Board of Governors, dominated by government
nominees, reducing faculty and academic representation.

s Section 29 allows revenue generation through student fees, consultancy, and
sponsored research, raising concerns over funding for basic research.

s All appointments at ISI will now be controlled by the Union Government,
removing prior faculty and staff representation.

Antimicrobial Resistance Plan 2.0

@,

< The Centre has launched the second version of the National Action Plan on
Antimicrobial Resistance (NAP-AMR 2.0) for 2025-29.

+ The plan addresses gaps in the previous version by engaging the private sector
and improving infection-control systems.

« It aims to strengthen inter-sectoral coordination, enhance laboratory capacity,
and ensure better AMR ownership.

+ Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is a major public health threat affecting surgeries,
cancer care, and critical healthcare services.

% AMR increases treatment delays, spreads resistant microbes, and raises
healthcare costs for families and society.

India’s New Co-Firing Policy

+ The Union Ministry of Power has issued a new policy mandating the co-firing of
biomass pellets and municipal solid waste (MSW)-based torrefied charcoal in
coal-based Thermal Power Plants (TPPs).

+ The policy aims to use surplus agricultural residue and unmanaged MSW to
reduce emissions and support the Swachh Bharat Mission.

« TPPs in Delhi-NCR must blend 5% biomass pellets and 2% MSW charcoal from
2025-26, while other plants must co-fire 5% biomass or MSW charcoal.

+ The policy allows tariff pass-through of additional fuel costs under the Energy
Charge Rate and provides case-by-case exemptions.
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Grain Storage Reforms

+ The Government started the World’s Largest Grain Storage Plan in 2023 to build
more food-grain storage at Primary Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS).

+ The plan builds godowns and other facilities using schemes like Agriculture
Infrastructure Fund (AIF), Agricultural Marketing Infrastructure Scheme (AMI),
Sub-Mission on Agricultural Mechanization (SMAM), and Pradhan Mantri
Formalization of Micro Food Processing Enterprises (PMFME).

+ Loan rules were made easier with AIF repayment extended to 2+8 years and AMI
construction cost raised to ¥7,000/MT (plains) and ¥8,000/MT (northeast).

+ PACS now get a 33.33% subsidy, plus extra help for roads, weighbridges, and
other support work.

+ The Food Corporation of India (FCI) gives a 9-year hiring assurance for godowns
of 2,500 MT and above.

+ The plan now includes all cooperative groups, with 704 sites selected and 59,702
MT storage already created.

Sujalam Bharat App

+ The Ministry of Jal Shakti launched the Sujalam Bharat App for managing rural
drinking water systems under the Jal Jeevan Mission.

« The app creates a digital identity called Sujal Gaon ID for every rural water
scheme.

« It was developed with support from Bhaskaracharya National Institute for Space
Applications and Geo-informatics (BISAG-N).

+ The app is linked with the PM Gati Shakti Geographic Information System (GIS)
for mapping water networks and assets.

« It helps monitor water quality, infrastructure, and community feedback in real
time.

AI-Copyright Policy

+ The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) published
Part 1 of its working paper on the interface between generative artificial
intelligence (AI) and copyright law.

« The paper presents recommendations from an eight-member committee to
evaluate whether the current copyright law is adequate for Al-related challenges.

« It reviews global approaches such as blanket exemptions, text-and-data-mining
exceptions, voluntary licensing, and extended collective licensing.
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+ The paper proposes a Royalty Model for Al Access to Online Content called “One
Nation, One License, One Payment.”

+ Under this model, Al developers receive a blanket licence to train on all lawfully
accessed content, while royalties are paid only after commercialisation.

+ Royalty rates would be set by a government-appointed committee, with a central
mechanism managing collection and distribution.

India’s Nuclear Power Generation

+ The Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL) produced 56,681 million
units of electricity during FY 2024-25.

+ This was the first time NPCIL crossed 50 billion units of power generation in its
history.

+ The Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) confirmed this as the highest annual
nuclear power output so far.

% The nuclear power generation helped avoid about 49 million tonnes of carbon
dioxide emissions.

Bhartiya Bhasha Utsav 2025

% Bhartiya Bhasha Utsav 2025 was held in New Delhi on Mahakavi Subramania
Bharati’s birth anniversary.

+ The theme of the event was “Many Languages, One Emotion”.

+ Adi Vaani, India’s first Al-powered tribal language translator, was demonstrated,
covering Santali, Kui, Bhili, Mundari, Gondi, and Garo.

+ The festival promoted linguistic inclusion, documentation, and technology-driven
preservation of endangered languages.

Supreme Court Rules on Narco Tests

+ The Supreme Court set aside the Patna High Court order allowing involuntary
narco tests in Amlesh Kumar v. State of Bihar (2025).

% Narco tests involve sedating an accused using drugs such as Sodium Pentothal
to extract information, similar to polygraphs or brain mapping.

+ The Forced narco tests violate Article 20(3) of the Constitution, which protects
individuals against self-incrimination.

s Conducting narco tests without consent also breaches Article 21 (Right to Life
and Personal Liberty) and the Right to Privacy, forming part of the constitutional
“Golden Triangle” with Articles 14 and 19.
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+ The Courts have held that narco test results cannot confirm guilt and must be
corroborated with other evidence.

+ Narco tests may only be conducted voluntarily, with informed consent recorded
before a magistrate and with medical, legal, and procedural safeguards in place.

SHANTI Bill (Atomic Energy Bill, 2025)

+» The Sustainable Harnessing of Advancement of Nuclear Energy for Transforming
India (SHANTI) Bill was approved by the Union Cabinet in 2025.

s It is the biggest reform in India’s nuclear sector since the Atomic Energy Act,
1962.

+ The Bill is introduced by the Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) under the Prime
Minister of India.

« It replaces old laws like the Atomic Energy Act, 1962 and the Civil Liability for
Nuclear Damage Act, 2010 (CLND Act).

+ The bill aims to expand nuclear power, allow private participation, and reach 100
Gigawatt (GW) nuclear capacity by 2047.

Y/

+ The Bill proposes an independent nuclear safety authority and clearer nuclear
liability rules.

Pujya Bapu Gramin Rozgar Yojana

R/

+ The government plans to rename the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) as Pujya Bapu Gramin Rozgar
Yojana.

+ The amended Bill may increase the guaranteed employment from 100 days to
125 days per household.

+ Over the last five years, the average employment provided per household was
50.35 days.

+ The scheme provides wage employment to adult household members willing to
perform unskilled manual work.

s Proposed changes include revised fund utilisation, inter-state adjustments, and
enhanced monitoring mechanisms.

CoalSETU Policy

v The government approved the CoalSETU policy for auctioning coal linkages for
industrial use and export.
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+ CoalSETU stands for Coal linkage for Seamless, Efficient & Transparent
Utilisation.

+ The policy creates a separate window in the Non-Regulated Sector (NRS) Linkage
Auction Policy of 2016.

+ Coal obtained under this window can be used for own consumption, coal
washing, or up to 50% export, but not resale in India.

Pax Silica Initiative

« Pax Silica is a United States (U.S.)-led initiative focused on securing
semiconductor, Al, and critical mineral supply chains.

« The initiative covers silicon, rare earth minerals, energy, advanced
manufacturing, and computing infrastructure.

% Itis led by the U.S. Department of State and was launched in December 2025.

+ The grouping includes selected partner countries such as Japan, Australia,
Singapore, South Korea, Israel, and the European Union (EU).

Y/

+ India is not part of the Pax Silica initiative as of December 2025.

INSV Kaundinya’s Historic Voyage

% Ancient Sea Route by INSV Kaundinya is an initiative to recreate the ancient
maritime trade route.

+ INSV Kaundinya is preparing for a historic voyage from India to Muscat.
+ It is a hand-stitched wooden replica of a Sth-century Indian merchant ship.

+ The ship is built using coconut husk rope, fish oil, and natural tree resin, with
no modern structural materials.

+ It was constructed at Divar Island in Goa based on ship depictions from the
Ajanta cave paintings.

+ The voyage will sail from Porbandar, Gujarat, to Muscat, Oman, retracing ancient
maritime trade links.

Poverty in India - New research report

+ The new paper authored by Columbia University professor and Sixteenth Finance
Commission Chairman Arvind Panagariya and others.

% India has “virtually eliminated” extreme poverty between 2011-12 and 2023-24.

% The national poverty rate fell from 21.9% (of the population) in 2011-12 to 2.3%
in 2023-24.
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+ It is a decline of 19.7 percentage points over 12 years, or 1.64 percentage points
per annum.

% The World Bank defines extreme poverty as living on less than $3 per person per
day in purchasing power parity (PPP) terms.

« As per the authors, it is close to the Tendulkar poverty line, the last officially
adopted poverty line.

+ The national (Rural+urban) poverty line based on the Tendulkar method was set
at Rs 932 per person per month in 2011-12, Rs 1,714 in 2022-23 and Rs 1,804
in 2023-24.

+ The rate of poverty among Hindus is estimated at 2.3%, for Muslims it is 1.5%,
for Christians 5%, for Buddhists 3.5%, and for Sikhs and Jains 0%.

National Lok Adalat 2025

+ The 4th National Lok Adalat of 2025 successfully resolved 2.59 crore disputes
across India.

s From 2022-23 to 2024-25, more than 23.5 crore cases were resolved through
various Lok Adalats nationwide.
+ Lok Adalats were established under the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987.

« They provide speedy & cost-effective justice through Alternative Dispute
Resolution (ADR).

+ Lok Adalats aim to reduce case pendency, which stands at over 4.7 crore cases
as per the National Judicial Data Grid (NJDG).

+ Lok Adalats are organised by the National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) with
the Chief Justice of India (CJI) as Patron-in-Chief.

National Blood Transfusion Bill 2025

+ The Bill proposes the creation of a National Blood Transfusion Authority to
regulate blood services across India.

+ It aims to set the uniform national standards for collection, testing, processing,
storage, distribution & transfusion of blood and blood components.

+ Blood transfusion is a life-saving treatment for patients with thalassaemia and
other blood disorders, who need a regular and safe blood supply.

+ The Bill mandates registration of all blood centres and promotes voluntary blood
donation.

s It introduces strict penalties for unsafe or non-compliant blood transfusion
practices.
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Higher Education Bill 2025

+ The Union government introduced the Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill,
2025, in the Lok Sabha.

+» The bill aims to reform India’s higher education regulatory framework.

+ The Bill proposes a single overarching regulator by subsuming the University
Grants Commission (UGC), All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE),
and National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE).

+ The Bill provides for the establishment of the Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan
as an apex body, along with three councils:

o Viksit Bharat Shiksha Viniyaman Parishad (Regulatory Council)
o Viksit Bharat Shiksha Gunvatta Parishad (Accreditation Council)
o Viksit Bharat Shiksha Manak Parishad (Standards Council)

+ Institutions of National Importance like IITs, IIMs, National Institutes of
Technology (NITs), and the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) are explicitly included
under the law.

+ Sections 10 and 11 establish a Regulatory Council with powers over accreditation
and compliance, while safeguarding institutional autonomy through future
regulations.

« The Bill applies to central, state, private, deemed, affiliated, autonomous,
technical, teacher, open, online, and foreign universities, linking statutory reform
to the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

+ Lok Sabha refer a bill to set up a 13-member body for regulating higher education
institutions to a joint committee of Parliament.

% The joint committee will comprise 21 members of the Lok Sabha and 10 from the
Rajya Sabha.

Nationwide Egg Safety Surveillance

+ The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) launched a nationwide
egg safety drive.

+ The drive was initiated after reports of the presence of nitrofurans in eggs of a
popular brand.

% Nitrofurans are banned veterinary antimicrobial drugs used earlier in food-
producing animals.

s FSSAI is conducting surveillance and testing to detect residues of nitrofurans in
eggs.

+ Nitrofurans are banned in India due to their carcinogenic (cancer-causing) risk.

+ The initiative aims to ensure food safety and compliance with food safety laws.
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Supreme Court on Dowry Eradication

+ The Supreme Court said that dowry eradication is an urgent constitutional and
social necessity.

+ The directions were issued in the case of State of Uttar Pradesh vs Ajmal Beg.

+ The Court directed States to appoint Dowry Prohibition Officers (DPOs) under the
Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961.

+ High Courts were asked to ensure speedy disposal of cases under Section 304-B
(dowry death) and Section 498-A (cruelty) of the Indian Penal Code (IPC).

+ The Court directed regular training of police and judicial officers for proper
handling of dowry-related cases.

Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) Bill, 2025
+ The Bill replaces the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee

Act, 2005 (MGNREGA), which had been in force for about twenty years.

% It was introduced by the Union Agriculture Minister to create a modern law
aligned with the Viksit Bharat 2047 vision.

% Guaranteed wage employment is increased from 100 days to 125 days per rural
household for adults doing unskilled manual work.

+ Under MGNREGA, the law guaranteed not less than 100 days, and extra days
were allowed only during droughts or for some tribal areas.

« The Bill introduces a 60-day agricultural pause during peak sowing and
harvesting seasons.

+ The purpose of the agricultural pause is to ensure availability of labour for
farming activities.

% Under MGNREGA, the Central Government paid 100 percent of unskilled wages
and 75 percent of material costs, resulting in a 90:10 Centre - State funding
pattern.

+ The new scheme works as a Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS) with 90:10
funding for North-Eastern and Himalayan States, 60:40 for other States, and 100
percent Central funding for Union Territories without legislatures.

% MGNREGA was demand-based, universal, and allowed the budget to increase
based on need.

+ The new Bill allows the Union Government to notify specific rural areas in a State
for implementation.

< The Bill mandates the creation of the Viksit Bharat National Rural Infrastructure
Stack.
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« All works under the scheme will be brought together under this single national
infrastructure framework.

+ The framework integrates Viksit Gram Panchayat Plans with the Pradhan Mantri
(PM) Gati Shakti National Master Plan.

s Works are grouped into four areas: water security, core rural infrastructure,
livelihood-related infrastructure, and disaster mitigation.

+ The Bill makes biometric attendance compulsory for workers.

« It also mandates Artificial Intelligence (AI) based fraud detection, Global
Positioning System (GPS) tracking of worksites, and weekly public disclosure of
scheme data by law.

Makhana production

+ India produces nearly 80% of the world’s makhana, also known as fox nut or
gorgon nut.

Y/

+ Makhana is the edible seed of Euryale ferox, an aquatic plant grown in ponds
and wetlands.

« Bihar contributes around 85% of India’s output, with Darbhanga as a key
cultivation and processing hub.

+ Itis a labour-intensive aquatic crop, providing employment to farmers and fisher
communities.

% Makhana is nutritious, rich in protein, fibre, antioxidants, and is low glycaemic
and heart-friendly.

+ The government has set up the National Makhana Board and approved a 3476.03
crore scheme (2025-31) to boost value addition, exports, and global market
access.

National Digital Livestock Mission

% The National Digital Livestock Mission (NDLM) was launched by the Department
of Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Government of India.

+ The mission aims to create a nationwide digital database of livestock and related
services across the country.

« It provides a Pashu Aadhaar, a 12-digit unique identification number, to livestock
animals across all States.

+ The mission also improves breed quality, strengthen disease monitoring, and
ensure traceability of livestock products.
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< As of December 2025, 35.96 crore Pashu Aadhaar numbers and 9.5 crore
livestock owners are registered under NDLM.

% NDLM works through the Bharat Pashudhan system and the 1962 Livestock
Owner App to deliver services and information to farmers.

Sabka Bima Sabki Raksha Bill 2025

+ The Lok Sabha passed the Sabka Bima Sabki Raksha (Amendment of Insurance
Laws) Bill, 2025.

+ The Bill amends the Insurance Act, 1938, Life Insurance Corporation Act, 1956,
and Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority Act, 1999.

« It aims to promote the growth of the insurance sector and improve protection for
policyholders.

Y/

+ The Bill seeks to improve ease of doing business, transparency, and regulatory
oversight in insurance.

Y/

+ The government has infused over 217,000 crore into public sector insurance
companies and increased Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) limits.

% The Bill supports wider insurance coverage through schemes like Pradhan Mantri
(PM) Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana and PM Suraksha Bima Yojana.

Private Bill on Marital Rape 2025

+ Congress MP Shashi Tharoor has recently introduced a private member’s Bill in
the Lok Sabha to remove the marital rape exception in criminal law.

+ He has also introduced two other private member's bills in the Lower House of
Parliament

o To amend the Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions Code,
2020 and

o Establish a State and UT Reorganisation Commission to recommend the
reorganisation of states and Union territories to the Centre.

% A Private Member’s Bill is a legislative proposal introduced in Parliament by a
member (MP) who is not a minister.

% Only 14 private members' bills have ever been passed into law, and none by both
Houses since 1970.

% Section 63 of Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023 (Section 375 of the IPC) —
Marital rape is not a specific criminal offence under the penal code if the wife is
over 18 years of age.
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% Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act (2005) — Marital rape is treated
as a form of domestic violence, and prescribes a lighter penalty compared to
non-marital rape.

Bioenergy Capacity Growth 2025

+ India added 2,362 megawatt (MW) of biomass power and 228 MW of waste-to-
energy capacity in the last 10 years.

s About 2.88 lakh biogas plants were installed across the country during this
period.

Y/

+ India’s total installed bioenergy capacity reached 11.6 gigawatt as of November
2025.

+ The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy supports bioenergy projects under
the National Bioenergy Programme (NBP), Phase I (2021-22 to 2025-26).

+ The programme aims to use surplus biomass from rural areas for power
generation and provide extra income to rural households.

% Bioenergy is energy produced from organic matter like plants and waste, and it
supports clean and renewable energy growth in India.

Great Nicobar Island Development Project

% The Andaman and Nicobar Administration notified the Great Nicobar Island
Development Area.

+ The notification allows the preparation of a master plan for the development of
Great Nicobar Island.

+ The development area includes seven revenue villages covering a total area of
44.23 square kilometres.

« Out of this area, 8.88 square kilometres are classified as deemed forest land.

+ The total area planned under the Master Plan for Great Nicobar Island is 166.10
square kilometres.

+ The development plan is part of the Great Nicobar Holistic Development Project.

1600-Series Adoption

v The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has directed Insurance
Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI)-regulated entities to use
1600-series phone numbers for service and transactional calls.

+ The deadline for adoption of 1600-series numbers is February 15, 2026.
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+ The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) has allocated the 1600-series for
use by entities in the Banking, Financial Services, and Insurance (BFSI) sector.

+ The 1600-series helps consumers identify legitimate calls and reduces the risk of
fraud and spam.

+ The mandate follows similar rules issued earlier for entities regulated by RBI,
SEBI, and Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA).

Bureau of Port Security

R/

+ The Bureau of Port Security (BoPS) will be created to oversee the security of
vessels and port facilities.

+ BoPS will collect, analyse, and exchange security-related information, with a
focus on cybersecurity and port IT infrastructure.

+ BoPS will be a statutory body under Section 13 of the Merchant Shipping Act,
2025.

Y/

« It will function under the Ministry of Ports, Shipping, and Waterways (MoPSW).

Y/

+ BoPS will perform regulatory and oversight functions for the security of ships and
port facilities.

SC Verdict on CSR and Environment

+ The Supreme Court of India ruled that Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
must inherently include protection of the environment and ecology.

+ The Court held that CSR spending on environmental protection is a
constitutional obligation and not charity.

+ This obligation arises under Article S1A(g) of the Constitution of India.

% The judgment was delivered in the case of MK Ranjitsinh and Others versus
Union of India.

+ The case was related to the protection of the Great Indian Bustard, an endangered
bird species.

+ The Court stated that companies must bear conservation costs if their activities
harm wildlife and ecosystems.

Securities Market Code Bill 2025

% The finance minister introduced the Securities Market Code Bill 2025 in the Lok
Sabha.

+ The Bill will be referred to the department-related standing committee for further
discussion.
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+ It merges the Securities and Exchange Board of India Act, 1992; the Depositories
Act, 1996; and the Securities Contracts (Regulation) Act, 1956 into one code.

+ The Bill proposes to increase the number of Securities and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI) Board members from 9 to 15.

« It aims to reduce compliance burden, improve regulatory governance, and
support technology-driven securities markets.

+ The Bill focuses on strengthening investor protection and improving the ease of
doing business in financial markets.

Asset Ownership in India

+ India’s poorest households are increasingly buying durable goods like bikes, cars,
and refrigerators.

+ Mobile phones are now nearly universal across all households.

+ Ownership of motor vehicles among the bottom 40% (B40) has risen from less
than 10% a decade ago to almost 50% in rural areas.

% Refrigerators are becoming common, especially in urban B40 households, though
rural ownership remains low in some states like Jharkhand, Bihar, Odisha,
Madhya Pradesh, Assam, and Chhattisgarh.

% Spending on non-food items, especially durables, has increased while food
expenditure has decreased.

% Ownership gaps between the bottom 40% (B40) and top 20% (T20) have
narrowed, especially in urban areas.

+ Access to vehicles is aided by better road connectivity, market access, and easier
finance options.

+ Rising durable ownership reflects improved living standards, productivity, and
mobility, and reduces “asset poverty.”

Swachh Survekshan 2025-26

% The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) launched the 10th edition of
Swachh Survekshan (SS) in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh.

+ Theme for 2025-26 is “Swacchata Ki Nayi Pehel — Badhayein Haath, Karein Safai
Saath.”

®

% SS is the world’s largest urban cleanliness survey and a management tool for
garbage-free cities.

@

s Swachh Survekshan now assesses river towns and coastal areas, expanding
beyond Ganga towns.
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* SS promotes citizen participation, accountability, and pride in urban cleanliness.

Auroville Foundation

« A Parliamentary Standing Committee has recommended granting Institution of
National Importance (INI) status to the Auroville Foundation.

+ The Auroville Foundation is located in Puducherry and was established under
the Auroville Foundation Act, 1988.

+ The committee recommending the status is chaired by Digvijaya Singh.
s UNESCO has supported Auroville through multiple resolutions since 1966.

+ The Foundation functions under the Ministry of Education, Government of India.

MLFF Tolling System

+ The Union Government plans to roll out the Multi-Lane Free Flow (MLFF) tolling
system across India by the end of 2026.

+ The system will allow vehicles to pass toll points without stopping, reducing
waiting time to zero minutes.

+ Vehicles will be able to cross toll plazas at speeds of up to 80 kmph.

% MLFF will use Artificial Intelligence (Al) based number plate recognition, satellite
tracking, and FASTag integration.

+ The initiative aims to improve traffic flow, reduce fuel consumption, and increase
transparency in toll collection.

NSSH Scheme

+ The National Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe Hub (NSSH) Scheme is
implemented by the Ministry of MSME.

+ The scheme aims to promote entrepreneurship among the Scheduled Caste (SC)
and Scheduled Tribe (ST) communities.

« It is implemented through the National Small Industries Corporation Limited
(NSIC).

+ The scheme supports SC/ST entrepreneurs through skill development, financial
assistance, and market access.

% Under public procurement policy, 4% of government purchases are reserved for
SC/ST-owned enterprises.

« The scheme helps SC/ST entrepreneurs participate in government tenders
through the Government e-Marketplace (GeM).
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VB-G RAM G Bill

+ The President of India has given assent to the Viksit Bharat-Guarantee for Rozgar
and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) (VB-G RAM G) Bill, 2025.

+ The Act replaces the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Act (MGNREGA), 2005.

+ Under the Act, the Government has listed four focus areas for works.

+ These focus areas are water security and water-related works, core rural
infrastructure, and livelihood-related infrastructure.

+ The fourth focus area under the Act is works to mitigate extreme weather events.

+ Wage employment under the Act is linked to the creation of durable public assets
in rural areas.

Delay in Consumer Justice in India

s As of January 30, 2024, a total of 5.43 lakh consumer complaints were pending
before district, State and national consumer commissions.

% In 2024, the commissions received 1.73 lakh fresh cases but disposed of only
1.58 lakh, leading to a net increase of nearly 14,900 cases.

s Up to July 2025, 78,031 new complaints were filed, while 65,537 cases were
disposed of.

s As of August 19, 2025, 18 posts of President and 62 posts of Member were vacant
in State Consumer Dispute Redressal Commissions.

« At the district level, 218 posts of President and 518 posts of Member remained
vacant.

One lakh patent filing in FY25

+ India’s patent applications crossed the 1 lakh mark for the first time in the
financial year 2024-25 (FY25).

s Over 1.1 lakh patent applications being filed with the country's intellectual
property office.

+ This was against 92,168 patent applications filed in 2023-24, marking nearly
20% growth.

% Domestic innovators contributed to nearly 62% of these filings.

+ IPR filings clocked over 18% growth with healthy growth across all categories—
patents, designs, trademarks, and geographical indications.

78


https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

SHANKAR
IAS ACADEMY
.

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

ol Information is a Blessing

20 percent Ethanol in Petrol

R/
0’0

Y/
°

Y/
°

Y/
°

In November 2025, India reached 20% ethanol blending in petrol.

The target for cumulative 20% blending is set for the end of the Ethanol Supply
Year 2025-26 (October 2026).

The National Policy on Biofuels, amended in 2022, advanced the 20% blending
target from 2030 to 2025-26.

Public Sector Undertaking Oil Marketing Companies received 45.5 crore litres of
ethanol in November 2025.

Ethanol blending in October 2025 was 19.97%.

India’s Dairy Policy in FTA

@,
0’0

Y/
0.0

India and New Zealand finalised a Free Trade Agreement (FTA).

The FTA does not include any dairy products under tariff reduction or duty-free
access.

India has a stated policy of not opening the dairy sector in trade agreements.
More than 80 million households in India depend on dairy farming for income.
Most dairy producers in India are small farmers owning two to three animals.
Dairy production in India is labour-intensive and spread across rural areas.
India’s per capita milk availability is higher than the global average.

Around 70 % of the dairy workforce in India is female.

The dairy sector functions as a livelihood and nutrition support, not as an export
industry.

New Zealand’s dairy sector is export-oriented and capital-intensive.
India’s dairy sector is domestically focused and cooperative-based.

The FTA allows duty-free access for dairy inputs only for re-export, not for
domestic sale.

The agreement includes a right-to-negotiate clause if dairy is opened in future
trade deals.

India follows the same dairy exclusion policy in trade talks with other countries.

The FTA aims to expand trade without affecting rural income and nutrition
security.

Al-Based Wildlife Protection 2025

@
0.0

The Indian Railways has introduced Artificial Intelligence (Al) systems to prevent
wildlife deaths on railway tracks.

79

-*g TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM


https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

-*g TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM

ol Information is a Blessing

SHANKAR
IAS ACADEMY
.

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

+ Al-enabled cameras detect animals near tracks and send alerts to loco pilots
about 500 metres in advance.

+ The system helps trains slow down or stop in forest and elephant corridor areas.

% A Distributed Acoustic System (DAS) is used to detect elephant movement
through ground vibrations.

+ The system is working on 141 route kilometres under the Northeast Frontier
Railway.

+ Indian Railways plans to expand the system to 1,122 kilometres across the
network.

Internship Policy for the Sports Sector 2025

+ The Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports (MYAS) has launched a Comprehensive
Internship Policy.

% Under this policy, 452 internships will be offered every year across MYAS and its
institutions.

% The internships will be held in bodies like the Sports Authority of India (SAI),
National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA) and National Dope Testing Laboratory
(NDTL).

+ The programme is open to college and university students.

+ Internships will provide training in sports administration, sports science, anti-
doping and event management.

% The policy is aligned with the Khelo Bharat Niti 2025 and the National Sports
Policy.

India’s Largest Hydropower Project

s Unit-2 of the Subansiri Lower Hydroelectric Project, with a capacity of 250
Megawatt, was commissioned in Arunachal Pradesh.

+ The Subansiri Lower Hydroelectric Project has a total installed capacity of 2,000
Megawatt with eight units of 250 Megawatt each.

s It is the largest hydropower project in India and is located in the North-East
region.

% The project is a run-of-the-river hydropower scheme built on the Subansiri River.
s The project has the largest dam in North-East India, with a height of 116 metres.

+ The dam also helps in flood moderation to reduce flood risk in downstream areas.
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SHAKTI Scholars Fellowship
+ The National Commission for Women launched SHAKTI Scholars fellowship.

« It is a six-month grant-based research fellowship to support the young Indian
researchers aged 21-30.

+» The fellowship provides 1 lakh for policy-oriented, multidisciplinary research on
women-centric issues like safety, health, economic empowerment, leadership,
cyber safety, and legal rights.

+ Eligible candidates must have a graduation, and preference is given to those with
post-graduation, M.Phil., or PhD in relevant fields.

+ Funds are released in phases to ensure the accountability and progress-linked
research execution.

+ The fellowship aims to encourage evidence-based research and support policy
and institutional reforms for women in India.

National Lightning Conference 2025

+ The 9th National Lightning Conference was held in New Delhi to discuss
lightning-related disasters.

+ The conference has focused on lightning hazards, a major extreme weather risk
in India.

% The theme was “Lightning: Atmospheric Electricity and Extreme Weather
Events.”

% The 7t Annual Lightning Report was launched during the event.

% It was jointly organised by CROPC (Climate Resilient Observing Systems
Promotion Council), IMD (India Meteorological Department), NRSC-ISRO
(National Remote Sensing Centre-Indian Space Research Organisation), and
NDMA (National Disaster Management Authority).

+ Lightning is a natural phenomenon caused by electric discharge between clouds
or between clouds and the ground.

+ Lightning causes more than 2,000 deaths every year in India.
% Lightning strikes in India increased by about 400% between 2019 and 2025.

s High-risk states include Rajasthan, Gujarat, Haryana, Punjab, Delhi, Madhya
Pradesh, Bihar and Odisha.

+ The India Meteorological Department (IMD) provides lightning warnings through
the Damini, Mausam and Sachet mobile applications.
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BRO Manual

+ The defence minister launched a Border Roads Organisation (BRO) manual to
streamline road construction in border areas.

+ The manual is titled “Guide on Preparation of Detailed Project Reports (DPRs) for
Road Infrastructure Projects”.

+ It standardises planning, design, construction methodology, quality control, and
cost analysis for road projects.

+ The guide aims to reduce time delays and cost overruns in border and remote
region infrastructure.

Y/

« BRO functions under the Ministry of Defence and builds roads supporting
defence, disaster response, and regional development.

Anti-Terror Conference

@,

% The Anti-Terror Conference was inaugurated by the union home minister in New
Delhi.

Y/

+ The conference is organised by the National Investigation Agency (NIA) under the
Ministry of Home Affairs.

Y/

+ The conference aims to strengthen coordination among agencies through a
‘Whole of Government’ approach for counter-terrorism.

% Discussions focus on disrupting terror financing, collecting evidence from foreign
jurisdictions, digital forensics, and countering radicalisation.

+ The event also provides recommendations for future counter-terrorism policies
and strategies to enhance national security.

Constitution in the Santhali Language

+ The President of India released the Constitution of India in the Santhali language
at Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi.

+ The Constitution has been published in the Ol Chiki script, used for writing
Santhali.

+ The release coincides with the centenary year of the Ol Chiki script.

% Santhali was included in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution through the
92nd Amendment Act, 2003.

+ Santhali is spoken in Jharkhand, Odisha, West Bengal, and Bihar.
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India’s First Anti-Terror Policy

R/

+ The Union government is finalising India’s first National Counter Terrorism Policy
under the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA).

+ The policy is being drafted with operational and intelligence inputs from the
National Investigation Agency (NIA).

« It aims to provide a uniform framework for States to prevent, combat, and
respond to terrorist incidents.

+ Key focus areas include digital radicalisation, misuse of open borders, Aadhaar
spoofing, and foreign-funded conversion networks.

Y/

+ The National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID) will support intelligence sharing among
authorised law enforcement agencies.

Kimberley Process - Vice Chair
+ India became Vice Chair of the Kimberley Process.

@,

+ India will assume the Chairpersonship of the Kimberley Process from 1st January
2026.

« The Kimberley Process is a tripartite international initiative involving
governments, the diamond industry, and civil society organizations.

« It aims to prevent the trade in conflict diamonds used to finance armed conflicts.

+ The process currently has 60 participants, covering over 99% of the global rough
diamond trade.

+ India’s leadership role focuses on strengthening rule-based compliance, ethical
sourcing, and inclusivity in the global diamond trade.

Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishtan Bill 2025

+ The Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishtan Bill proposes a single regulator for higher
education in India.

% It aims to simplify regulation, reduce overlaps among multiple bodies, and
improve transparency.

+ The Bill includes verticals for standards-setting, accreditation, and funding.

+ Institutes of National Importance, like IITs, [IMs, and IISc, will be included under
the regulator.

+ These institutions have historically enjoyed high statutory and academic
autonomy.

+ Concerns exist that uniform standards may restrict academic flexibility and
innovation.
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+ The Bill does not formally amend the internal governance structures of IITs or
IIMs.

+ The reform balances regulatory consolidation with maintaining excellence in
premier institutions.

25 Years of PMGSY

+ The Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) has completed 25 years in
December 2025.

It is a centrally sponsored scheme aimed at providing all-weather road
connectivity to previously unconnected rural habitations.

s PMGSY was launched on 25 December 2000, on the birth anniversary of former
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

+ The scheme is implemented by the Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD),
Government of India.

+ PMGSY has four phases:
o PMGSY-I: Universal connectivity to unconnected habitations.
o PMGSY-II: Upgradation of existing rural roads.
o PMGSY-III: Connecting markets, schools, and healthcare facilities.
o PMGSY-IV (2024-29): Targeting 25,000 habitations via 62,500 km of roads.

s Over 8.25 lakh km of roads were sanctioned, with nearly 95% completed by
December 2025.

+ Technology-driven monitoring is used, including OMMAS, e-MARG, GPS
tracking, and geo-tagged inspections.

+ A three-tier quality monitoring system ensures road durability and standards.

+ Sustainable construction includes eco-friendly materials like waste plastic, fly
ash, and bio-bitumen.

« PMGSY improves market access, farm-to-market linkages, education, healthcare,
and welfare services in rural areas.

No-Mining Zones in Aravalli Range

+ The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has imposed a complete
ban on new mining leases across the entire Aravalli Range.

+ The ban applies uniformly from Gujarat to the National Capital Region (NCR) to
prevent illegal and unregulated mining.
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+ The Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education (ICFRE) has been tasked
with identifying additional no-mining and protected zones.

« ICFRE will also prepare a science-based management plan covering ecological
impact, carrying capacity, and restoration measures.

+ Existing mining operations will continue only under stricter environmental
monitoring and Supreme Court guidelines.

«» Protection of the Aravalli is crucial for preventing desertification, conserving
biodiversity, and recharging groundwater.

INSV Kaundinya

@,

% INSV Kaundinya is a stitched sailing vessel of the Indian Navy, inspired by 5Sth-
century ship depictions in Ajanta cave murals.

Y/

+ It will undertake its maiden overseas voyage to Oman sailing from Porbandar in
Gujarat, to Muscat.

+ The vessel is built using traditional stitched-plank technology, with wooden
planks stitched using coconut coir rope and sealed with natural resins.

% The project was executed through a tripartite agreement involving the Ministry of
Culture, the Indian Navy, and Hodi Innovations.

Y/

« INSV Kaundinya is named after the ancient Indian mariner Kaundinya,
symbolising India’s historic maritime links with Southeast Asia.

India’s First National Weapon Database

+ The Central Government launched India’s first national weapon database to
strengthen internal security systems.

+ The database is named the Lost, Looted and Recovered Firearm (LLRF) database
and focuses on tracking missing weapons.

% It was officially launched during the Anti-Terror Conference 2025.

+ The database has been developed and hosted by the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) under the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA).

« It contains details of government-owned firearms belonging to the State Police
and Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs).

v The system allows real-time data sharing among police, paramilitary forces, and
investigation agencies across all States and Union Territories.

India’s Rabies Crisis

+ India accounts for nearly one-third of the world’s rabies deaths.
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+ This was making the country with the highest number of fatalities from this
preventable disease.

+ Rabies is caused by a neurotropic virus that travels along nerves to the brain and
spinal cord.

% Around 20,000 people die from rabies in India every year, with most victims living
in rural areas and low-income communities.

+» Children under 15 years old are at high risk, and free-roaming dogs, estimated
at 80 million, cause about 20 million bites annually.

% India produces about 50 million anti-rabies vaccines (ARV) doses each year, but
needs 60 million, leading to shortages and treatment delays in hospitals.

President’s Submarine Voyage

+ President Droupadi Murmu undertook a submarine sea sortie from Karwar
Harbour, Karnataka.

% She became the second President of India, after A P J Abdul Kalam, to travel in
a submarine.

+ Karwar Harbour was one of India’s most strategic naval bases on the western
coast.

+ Murmu had also flown in Rafale and Sukhoi-30 MKI fighter jets, marking historic
Presidential engagements with the armed forces.

+ She attended Ol Chiki centenary celebrations and NIT Jamshedpur’s 15th
convocation in Jharkhand.

India Approves 3 New Airlines

+ The Ministry of Civil Aviation granted no-objection certificates (NOCs) to Shankh
Air, Al Hind Air, and FlyExpress.

+ Shankh Air, based in Uttar Pradesh, planned to operate from Noida International
Airport and connect Tier 1 and Tier 2 cities.

+ Al Hind Air, based in Kerala, aimed to launch as a regional commuter airline with
ATR 72-600 aircraft and expand internationally later.

% FlyExpress, based in Telangana, focused on connecting Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities
and leveraged government schemes like UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam Naagrik).

% The airlines sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Ministry of
Civil Aviation for operational and regulatory compliance.

+ The initiative aims to boost regional connectivity and make domestic air travel
affordable.
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National Conference of Chief Secretaries
< The fifth National Conference of Chief Secretaries was held in New Delhi.
< The PM of India headed this conference.

+ The conference aimed to strengthen the Centre-State partnership through
structured dialogue on national development priorities.

+ The theme of the conference was “Human Capital for Viksit Bharat”.

+ The conference focused on Early Childhood Education, Schooling, Skilling,
Higher Education, Sports, and Extracurricular Activities.

% Six special sessions were held on Deregulation in States, Technology in
Governance, Agri Stack for Smart Supply Chains, Tourism, Atmanirbhar Bharat
(Self-Reliant India) and Swadeshi, and strategies for a Post-Left-Wing Extremism
Future.

Digital Governance Reforms

@,

< Union Minister of State for Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions Dr.

Jitendra Singh launched five digital governance reforms on Good Governance Day
2025.

+ The reforms aim to improve efficiency, transparency, and citizen-centric service
delivery across government offices.

% The AI (Artificial Intelligence) Powered Recruitment Rules Generator Tool was
introduced to automate government recruitment rules.

+ The eHRMS (Employee Human Resource Management System) 2.0 Mobile App
was launched to manage employee HR tasks digitally.

+ iGOT (Integrated Government Online Training) Karmayogi Portal was upgraded
to provide more online learning courses for civil servants.

+ Karmayogi Digital Learning Lab 2.0 was launched to support interactive skill
development and training for government employees.

+ Compendium on Reservation for Ex-Servicemen (ESM) was released to guide
policy and implementation of reservations for ex-soldiers.

Child Marriage in India

% India has pledged to end child marriage by 2030 under the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG).

% The government launched the Bal Vivah Mukt Bharat Abhiyan and marked its
first anniversary with a 100-day awareness campaign against child marriage.
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+ National Family Health Survey (NFHS) data show child marriage among women
aged 18-29 declined from 47.4% in 2005-06 to 23.3% in 2019-21.

+ Highest rates of child marriage are in West Bengal, Bihar, and Tripura, while
Jharkhand, Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Telangana, Madhya Pradesh, and
Rajasthan also show significant cases.

%+ 40% of girls from the poorest households marry before 18, compared to 8% from
the wealthiest households.

s 48% of girls with no education are married before adulthood, compared to only
4% among educated girls.

s The Prevention of Child Marriage Act was enacted to prevented this in 2006

NATGRID-NPR Link

% The Indian government has integrated the National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID)
with the National Population Register (NPR).

+ This integration allows real-time access to verified demographic and family-linked
data.

s NATGRID was created after the 26/11 Mumbai terror attacks (2008) to improve
intelligence coordination.

+ It operates under the Ministry of Home Affairs and consolidates over 20 categories
of civil and commercial databases.

+ Gandiva, NATGRID’s analytics tool, performs the facial recognition and links
disparate data points to identify suspects.

% The integration enhances counter-terrorism efforts and accelerates criminal
investigations across India.

Bomb Disposal Systems

% The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) has notified India’s first national standard
for bomb disposal systems.

% The newly notified standard is titled IS 19445:2025.

+ The standard was developed at the request of the Union Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) and the Terminal Ballistic Research Laboratory (TBRL).

% It lays down clear guidelines to test bomb disposal systems against blast loads
and splinter effects.

v The standard is intended for voluntary adoption by procurement agencies,
manufacturers, and testing bodies.
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+ It aims to bring uniform testing practices and improve the safety of bomb disposal
operations in India.

Ayushman Bharat Expansion

+¢ Odisha and Delhi joined Ayushman Bharat — Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
(AB-PMJAY), bringing most Indian states under the scheme.

+ Since 2018, 42.48 crore Ayushman cards have been issued, with 10.98 crore
hospital admissions authorized and claims worth %1.60 lakh crore approved.

+ Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM) created 84.35 crore ABHA (Ayushman
Bharat Health Account) accounts and linked 80.66 crore health records, enabling
digital health record sharing.

% Ayushman Vay Vandana provides free treatment up to 35 lakh per year for
citizens aged 70+, with 94.19 lakh senior citizens enrolled.

Y/

< Al-driven healthcare reforms were introduced at AIIMS Delhi, PGIMER
Chandigarh, and AIIMS Rishikesh, including Al tools for disease surveillance, TB
detection, and clinical decision support.

REPM Scheme

% India launched the REPM (Scheme to Promote Manufacturing of Sintered Rare
Earth Permanent Magnets) to build the country’s first integrated domestic
manufacturing ecosystem for high-value magnets.

+ The scheme aims to reduce import dependence and support strategic sectors like
electric vehicles (EVs), renewable energy, electronics, aerospace, and defence.

% Approved outlay for the scheme is over 37,000 crore, and it targets 6,000 metric
tonnes per year of magnet production.

+ Rare earth minerals required for the magnets are found in Indian states including
Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal, Gujarat, Jharkhand,
and Maharashtra.

% The government signed international agreements with countries like Australia,
Argentina, and Zambia to secure raw materials.

v The REPM scheme strengthens India’s domestic industrial capability and
supports the clean energy transition.

Plasser’s Quick Relaying System

+ The Alipurduar Division of Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR) achieved its highest-
ever single-day mechanised track renewal of 1,033 track metres using Plasser’s
Quick Relaying System (PQRS).
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s PQRS includes self-propelled cranes and allows fast replacement of rail panels,
reducing maintenance costs and the need for extra freight transport.

% NFR is renewing a total of 290.8 km of track across its jurisdiction, including
divisions in Katihar, Alipurduar (West Bengal), Rangiya, Lumding, and Tinsukia.

+ NFR operates in the Northeastern states, seven districts of West Bengal, and five
districts of north Bihar, with headquarters at Maligaon, Guwahati, Assam.

Ex-Agniveers in CAPFs

+ The Union Home Ministry has increased reservation for ex-Agniveers in Group C
posts of Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) from 10% to 50%.

% 50% of vacant constable posts in the Border Security Force (BSF) will now be
reserved for ex-Agniveers.

Y/

+ Ex-Agniveers are exempted from Physical Standard Test (PST) and Physical
Efficiency Test (PET) but must appear for written examinations.

Y/

+ Recruitment rules for all CAPFs, including Central Industrial Security Force
(CISF), BSF, Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF), Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP), Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB), and Assam Rifles, will be amended gradually.

INTERNATIONAL

World’s Most Populous City 2025

s Jakarta became the world’s most populous urban area in 2025 with an estimated
population of 42 million people.

% Nine of the ten most populated cities in the world in 2025 are located in Asia.

+ Dhaka has a population of about 37 million people, while Tokyo has about 33
million people.

+ Indonesia has started shifting its administrative capital from Jakarta to
Nusantara in Borneo.

Michelangelo Dome Defence System

s Italy introduced the Michelangelo Dome, an advanced multi-domain defence
system.

« It is designed to counter threats like missiles, drones, cyber-attacks, and space-
based threats.
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+ The system uses artificial intelligence (Al) to detect, track, and respond to attacks.

« It integrates data from radars, satellites, naval assets, and ground systems for
better protection.

Voluntary Military Scheme - France
+ France will start a 10-month voluntary military service from next summer.
+ France had suspended mandatory conscription in 1997.

% Denmark and Norway enforce compulsory military service for both men and
women.

+ Sweden reinstated conscription in 2017 for 9 to 15 months for both genders.

s Belgium ended conscription in 1994 and will launch a 12-month voluntary
programme in 2026.

Y/

s Germany plans a voluntary military service for 20,000 recruits by 2026.

India-U.S. Defense Trade

+ The U.S. approved India’s purchase of Javelin missiles and Excalibur projectiles
worth $92.8 million.

% India requested 216 M982A1 Excalibur tactical projectiles with related
equipment and support systems.

+ India also requested 100 FGM-148 Javelin rounds, 1 Javelin missile, and 25
Javelin Command Launch Units.

% The Excalibur deal is priced at $47.1 million, and the Javelin deal is priced at
$45.7 million.

WTDC 2025

+ The World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC) 2025 was held
in Baku, Azerbaijan.

+ The theme of the event was “Universal, meaningful, and affordable connectivity
for an inclusive and sustainable digital future.”

+ The conference aims to help the 2.6 billion people in the world who still do not
have Internet access.

¢ It created a Global Roadmap for Digital Development for the years 2026 to 2029.

v The event is hosted by Azerbaijan’s Ministry of Digital Development and
Transport and organized by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU).
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International Fleet Review 2025

+ India sent its first indigenous aircraft carrier, INS Vikrant, to the International
Fleet Review 2025 in Colombo.

+ India also deployed the indigenously built guided-missile frigate INS Udaygiri.
+ This was the first overseas deployment for both INS Vikrant and INS Udaygiri.

+ The ships took part in fleet review activities, parades, and public-access events.

+ The event was held as part of the 75th anniversary of the Sri Lanka Navy.

Femicide Law - Italy

+ Italy has passed a new law that officially recognises femicide, the killing of women
because of their gender.

+ The law makes femicide a separate crime and allows life imprisonment for those
found guilty.

+ Femicide includes killings by partners, family members, or others where gender
is the main motive.

« It also aims to improve public understanding of gender-based violence and its
warning signs.

IMO Council Election

% India has been re-elected to the Council of the International Maritime
Organisation (IMO) for 2026-27.

+ The election took place during the 34th session of the IMO Assembly in London.

+ India received 154 out of 169 valid votes, the highest in the category of ten
countries with the largest interest in international seaborne trade.

FATF Asset Recovery Update

+ The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) released new global guidance to recover
assets from crimes like fraud, cybercrime, investment scams, and money
laundering.

+ The guidance explains a full life-cycle process: finding assets, freezing them,
managing them, and returning them across countries.

s FATF included India’s examples, such as the Agri Gold, India Realty &
Infrastructure Opportunities (IREO) realty scam, and BitConnect crypto fraud
cases.

+ The new rules focus on helping victims, with cases like India’s Rose Valley
example.
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s FATF is an intergovernmental body formed in 1989 in Paris to stop money
laundering, terror financing, and illegal financial activities.

First BIMReN Conference

« BIMReN stands for Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and
Economic Cooperation-India Marine Research Network.

< The first conference was held in Kochi.

+ BIMReN promotes joint marine research, sustainable fisheries, and blue economy
initiatives among BIMSTEC nations.

Y/

% The initiative was announced by the Prime Minister of India at the 2022 Colombo
BIMSTEC Summit and launched in 2024 by the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA).

Y/

+ Focus areas include marine ecosystem health, ocean observation, technology-
driven marine innovation, and youth engagement in sustainable ocean
governance.

ITPGRFA Session

+ The 11th session of the Governing Body of the International Treaty on Plant
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (ITPGRFA) concluded in Lima, Peru.

% The Multilateral System (MLS) governs access and benefit-sharing of 35 major
food crops and 29 forage crops, making up about 80% of the world’s plant-based
diet.

+ The session discussed adopting a revised Standard Material Transfer Agreement
(SMTA) to regulate the exchange of plant genetic material and ensure fair sharing
of commercial benefits.

« The ITPGRFA was adopted by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in
2001 and came into force in 2004.

+ Itis the first legally binding international treaty dedicated to crop genetic diversity
and has 154 countries and the European Union as members.

First Naval Base in Sudan

% Sudan approved an agreement allowing Russia to build its first naval base in
Africa.

% The base will be near Port Sudan on the Red Sea.
+ Russia can deploy up to 300 personnel and four naval vessels.

v The agreement duration is 25 years with automatic 10-year extensions.
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About 12% of global maritime trade passes through the Red Sea and Suez Canal.

US Autopen-Signed Papers

US President Donald Trump declared all documents signed by former President
Joe Biden using an autopen device as invalid.

Autopen is a machine that replicates a handwritten signature for the official
documents.

Autopen has been used by US presidents since the mid-20th century for routine
paperwork.

The declaration includes executive orders, contracts, and official memorandums
signed by Biden with an autopen.

Pre-emptive pardons issued by Biden in his final hours were also included in the
declaration.

The Courts have previously accepted autopen-signed documents as legally valid
presidential authorization.

RELOS Agreement

Y/
0.0

Russia has approved the Reciprocal Exchange of Logistics Support (RELOS)
agreement with India in 2025.

RELOS allows both countries’ armed forces to access each other’s military bases,
ports, and airfields for refuelling, repairs, supplies, and maintenance.

The agreement enhances defence cooperation, joint exercises, and humanitarian
assistance and disaster relief (HADR) operations.

India gains access to over 40 Russian naval and air bases, including Arctic and
Pacific facilities.

RELOS supports maintenance of military equipment like Su-30MKI aircraft, T-
90 tanks, MiG and Sukhoi fleets, and S-400 air defence systems.

The agreement complements India’s other defence pacts with the United States:
o LEMOA (Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement),
o COMCASA (Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement), and

o BECA (Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement).

Elimination of River Blindness - Niger

@
0.0

Niger became the first African country to eliminate onchocerciasis, confirmed by
the WHO.
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+ Onchocerciasis, also called river blindness, is caused by the parasitic worm
Onchocerca volvulus.

+ The disease spreads through bites of infected Simulium blackflies that breed near
fast-flowing rivers.

+ Most global cases occur in sub-Saharan Africa and Yemen, with smaller areas in
Brazil and Venezuela.

+ The disease causes severe itching, skin changes, eye damage, and can lead to
permanent blindness.

USA national security strategy 2025

@,

+ The Trump administration finally released its much-anticipated National Security
Strategy (NSS).

Y/

+ U.S. Presidents usually release a National Security Strategy in each White House
term.

Y/

s The last, released by Joe Biden in 2022, prioritized winning a competitive edge
over China while constraining a "dangerous" Russia.

« Compared to the first-term NSS issued in December 2017, the new document is
noticeably shorter and far more focused on MAGA-oriented.

+ “America First” priorities that significantly narrow the scope of what the US
defines as its core national interests.

+ It laid out a radical realignment of U.S. foreign policy.
+ It is shifting the longtime superpower's focus from global to regional.

« It is criticising Europe as facing "civilizational erasure" and putting a top priority
on eliminating mass migration.

« It elevates Latin America to the top of the US agenda in a sharp reorientation
from longstanding US calls to focus on Asia to face a rising China.

« It was breaking with decades of attempts to be the sole superpower.

+ The strategy said that the "United States rejects the ill-fated concept of global
domination for itself."

+ It said that the United States would also prevent other powers, namely China,
from dominating.

% But it added "This does not mean wasting blood and treasure to curtail the
influence of all the world's great and middle powers."

« The strategy called for a "readjustment of our global military presence to address
urgent threats in our Hemisphere," starting with migration.

+ "The era of mass migration must end," the strategy said.
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7
0.0

The strategy made clear that the United States under Mr. Trump would
aggressively pursue similar objectives in Europe, in line with far-right parties'
agendas.

7
0.0

It seeks an end to the Ukraine war.

*

7
*

The strategy accused Europeans of weakness.

*,

7
0.0

The strategy speaks in bold terms of pressing US dominance in Latin America,
where the Trump administration has been striking alleged drug traffickers at sea,
intervening to bring down leftist leaders including in Venezuela, and loudly
seeking to take charge of key resources such as the Panama Canal.

v The strategy cast Mr. Trump as modernizing the two-century-old Monroe
Doctrine, in which the then young United States declared Latin America off-limits
to rival powers.

% The strategy paid comparatively little attention to the Middle East, which has long
consumed Washington.

% It was a U.S. priority for Israel to be secure, but stopped short of the fulsome
language on Israel used even in the first Trump administration.

% On China, the strategy repeated calls for a "free and open" Asia-Pacific region but
focused more on the nation as an economic competitor.

7
0.0

After much speculation on whether Trump would budge on Taiwan, the self-
ruling democracy claimed by Beijing, the strategy made clear that the United
States supports the decades-old status quo, but called on allies Japan and South
Korea to contribute more to ensure Taiwan's defense from China.

7
0.0

The strategy predictably puts little focus on Africa, saying the United States
should transition away from "liberal ideology" and an "aid-focused relationship"
and emphasize goals such as securing critical minerals.

7
0.0

It set out Trump’s foreign policy vision as one of “flexible realism” and said U.S.
policy would be driven above all by “what works for America”.

+ It is also noting New Delhi's strategic importance to Washington and identifying
India as a key partner in global security and strategic initiatives.

7
0.0

The intent is to deepen cooperation with New Delhi across economic,
technological and defence sectors.

3

%

It has dropped any reference to denuclearising North Korea as a goal.

0.0

It was fuelling speculation that Washington may be angling to boost the chances
of a diplomatic breakthrough with Pyongyang (North Korea) in 2026.

UNSC Resolution 2803

% The UN Security Council passed Resolution 2803 endorsing a 20-point Gaza plan
by the U.S. President.
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+ The plan proposes a Board of Peace (BoP) to govern Gaza as an interim
administration.

« It also creates an International Stabilization Force (ISF) to ensure security and
disarm armed groups.

+ The plan was made without consent from key Palestinian groups, including
Hamas.

+ But Hamas has rejected disarmament and the BoP, calling them external control
mechanisms.

Washington Accords for Peace and Prosperity 2025

@,

+ The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and Rwanda signed the Washington
Accords for Peace and Prosperity to end years of conflict.

Y/

+ The accord includes a peace agreement, an economic cooperation framework, and
security arrangements between the two nations.

Y/

+ It aims to stop hostilities in eastern DRC, neutralise armed groups, and ensure
humanitarian access.

+ The agreement emphasises respect for sovereignty, disarmament, and long-term
regional stability.

National Emergency - Lithuania

+ Lithuania declared a national emergency after a series of balloon incursions from
Belarus.

+ The balloons disrupted air traffic and threatened public safety and cross-border
security.

+ Vilnius Airport was closed multiple times due to the balloon incidents.

+ The government seeks parliamentary approval to allow the military, police, border
forces, and intelligence units to operate with expanded powers.

+ The European Union (EU) described the incursions as a hybrid attack against
Lithuania.

TRaNJA Initiative

s CUTS International launched the TRaNJA initiative to promote reform of the
WTO.

«» TRaNJA stands for Trade Not Just Aid: Winners and Losers in the World Trade
Organization.
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+ The initiative aims to strengthen the WTO’s role as a fair and rule-based global
trading system:.

+ The project focuses on evidence-based dialogue, promoting inclusive trade,
addressing digital trade and climate issues, and enhancing South-South
cooperation.

« Around 70% of global trade still operates under WTO rules, highlighting the
importance of reform.

Saudi Cities in GNLC

+ The UNESCO has added Riyadh, AlUla, and Riyadh Al-Khabra to the Global
Network of Learning Cities (GNLC).

% The Global Network of Learning Cities (GNLC) is an international network that
promotes lifelong learning for people of all ages.

% The network began in 2013 and now includes 425 cities from 91 countries.

+ With these additions, Saudi Arabia now has a total of eight cities in the Global
Network of Learning Cities (GNLC).

BRICS Digital Trade Currency - The Unit

+ The Unit is a pilot digital settlement currency developed by IRIAS (International
Research Institute for Advanced Systems) with the informal support from BRICS
members.

+ It is designed for BRICS cross-border trade and is backed by 40% physical gold
and 60% BRICS currency basket.

+ Transactions operate on a permissioned Cardano blockchain, ensuring secure
and transparent settlements.

+ It aims to reduce dependence on the US dollar and create a neutral, stable trade-
settlement option for the Global South.

+ It is not meant to replace national currencies but only to support international
trade payments within BRICS.

Israel-Gaza Yellow Line
% Israel’s military chief described the Yellow Line as a “new border” inside Gaza.

s The Yellow Line marks areas currently held by Israeli forces and functions as a
forward defensive line.

« Israel now controls over half of Gaza, including major agricultural stretches and
the Egypt border crossing.
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+ The establishment of the Yellow Line conflicts with Phase 2 of the US 20-point
ceasefire plan, which requires extensive Israeli withdrawal.

+» Israel has not formally declared the Yellow Line as government policy, while also
accusing Hamas of ceasefire violations.

Interpol Blue Notice

+ Interpol has issued a Blue Notice to help trace Saurabh and Gaurav Luthra,
linked to a Goa nightclub fire incident.

+ A Blue Notice collects information on a suspect’s identity, location, or activities
and is not an arrest warrant.

+ The notice helps authorities get updates on travel records and border crossings
to locate the suspects.

+ Interpol uses colour-coded notices to support global police cooperation across
196 member countries.

Bangladesh Election and Referendum
s Bangladesh will hold its 13th general election on February 12, 2026.

+ A national referendum on the July National Charter will take place on the same
day.

% The July National Charter proposes amendments to the 1972 Constitution of
Bangladesh.

% The charter was adopted in October 2025 and signed by the National Consensus
Commission and more than 25 political parties.

75 Years of India — Jordan Partnership

+ India and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan established diplomatic relations in
1950, marking 75 years in 2025.

+ Bilateral cooperation spans political, economic, strategic, security, and people-
to-people sectors.

+ Indian Prime Minister will visit Jordan as the first full bilateral visit after nearly
40 years.

% India is Jordan’s third-largest trading partner, with bilateral trade valued at
about USD 2.8 billion; Jordan supplies phosphates and potash to India.

+ Indian investments in Jordan include over 15 garment manufacturing companies
with cumulative investments of around USD 500 million.
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India-Oman Strategic Partnership

+ India and Oman are celebrating 70 years of establishment of diplomatic relations
in 2025.

% India and Oman are likely to sign the Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA).

+ The 14th India—Oman Strategic Consultative Group meeting was held in Muscat,
Oman.

+ India and Oman reviewed cooperation in political, defence, security, trade,
energy, education and cultural sectors.

% Bilateral trade between India and Oman was USD 10.61 billion in the financial
year 2024-2025.

Under 16 Social Media Ban

+ Australia has become the world’s first country to ban social media use for
teenagers below 16 years of age.

+ The law requires platforms such as Instagram, Facebook, TikTok, YouTube, X,
Snapchat, Reddit and Twitch to block users under 16.

+ Parents and children will not face penalties for violations of the law.

s Technology companies can be fined up to 32 million US dollars for failing to
comply with the ban.

+ The ban has been introduced to protect children from harmful online content.

The Tianjin Declaration (2025)

+ The Declaration was adopted at the 2025 Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) Summit in Tianjin, China.

% It sets common positions of SCO members on security, development, technology,
and institutional reforms.

+ The declaration supports equal rights of all countries to develop and use Artificial
Intelligence (AI).

v The SCO members have agreed to ensure safety, transparency, fairness, and
accountability in Al systems.

s It supports the SCO Al Cooperation Roadmap and a United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) proposal for a Regional Al Centre in Dushanbe.
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UN Declaration on NCDs and Mental Health

+ The United Nations General Assembly adopted the first global declaration jointly
covering Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs) and mental health.

s The declaration sets clear targets for 2030 and expands NCD coverage to areas
like oral health, lung health, and childhood cancer.

+ It includes new risk factors such as air pollution, clean cooking, lead exposure,
hazardous chemicals, and digital health harms.

« It calls for stronger regulation of tobacco, unhealthy foods, trans fats, and e-
cigarettes, with whole-of-government participation.

Y/

+ The declaration highlights that NCDs cause about 18 million premature deaths
annually and mental health conditions affect over one billion people worldwide.

Foreign Terrorist Organization - Venezuelan Regime

+ The US government designated the Venezuelan regime of President Nicolas
Maduro as a Foreign Terrorist Organization (FTO).

+ The designation cited terrorism, drug smuggling, human trafficking, and other
illegal activities.

s US President Donald Trump announced the designation in mid-December 2025.

+ The declaration was made public through official statements and social media
posts.

< The US ordered a naval blockade of sanctioned Venezuelan oil tankers to
pressure the regime.

+ The designation increased existing US sanctions and diplomatic tensions with
Venezuela.

Israel-Egypt Natural Gas Deal

% Israel and Egypt signed a long-term natural gas export agreement valued at about
34.6 billion United States dollars (USD).

s Israeli company NewMed Energy will supply around 130 billion cubic metres of
natural gas to Egypt.

% The gas will be sourced from offshore fields in the Mediterranean Sea.

s Egypt will act as a regional hub for the processing and distribution of the gas.

Agricultural Cooperation Plan 2025-27
% India and Argentina signed the ICAR-INTA Work Plan for 2025-27.
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+ ICAR stands for Indian Council of Agricultural Research and INTA stands for
National Institute of Agricultural Technology, Argentina

+ The plan focuses on sustainable farming, biotechnology, digital agriculture, and
livestock improvement.

+ Cooperation includes joint research projects, germplasm exchange, expert
interactions, and training programmes.

+ Key crops for exchange include soybean, sunflower, maize, blueberry, citrus,
guava, and wild papaya species.

+ Annual monitoring and review meetings will track progress and ensure effective
implementation.

Water Crisis in Iran 2025

v Iran is facing a severe water crisis, with Tehran, the nation’s capital, under
extreme stress due to critically low water levels.

+ Tehran’s metropolitan area, home to around 15 million people, is at risk of
running out of water completely.

% Major reservoirs supplying Tehran are nearly empty: Latyan Dam (9% full), Amir
Kabir Dam (8% full), and overall reservoir levels are at about 11% capacity.

+ Mashhad, Iran’s second-largest city, has reservoirs at only 3% capacity,
threatening the water supply for around 3 million people.

+ Iran has endured six consecutive years of drought, the worst in 40 years,
compounded by water-guzzling industries and swelling urban populations.

s Water scarcity is visible from space, highlighting the magnitude of the crisis
across the country.

« Agriculture consumes around 90% of Iran’s water, with rice, wheat, and other
thirsty crops contributing to shortages.

+ Iranian authorities now propose to move their capital to the city of Makran near
Iran's southern Makran coast.

WHO Global Summit on Traditional Medicine

% The Second WHO Global Summit on Traditional Medicine is being held in New
Delhi, India.

% It is co-hosted by WHO and the Ministry of Ayush, Government of India.

+ The Summit aims to advance a global movement to restore balance for people
and the planet through Traditional Medicine.

+ The event is conducted under the theme “Restoring balance: The science and
practice of health and well-being.”
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% Guided by the WHO Global Traditional Medicine Strategy 2025-2034, it focuses
on the safe, evidence-based, and sustainable integration of Traditional Medicine
into health systems.

+ The Summit includes the launch of the WHO Traditional Medicine Global Library,
a digital repository with 1.5 million scientific publications and resources.

Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA)

R/

% India and Oman signed the Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement
(CEPA) in Muscat.

+ Oman will give duty-free access on 98.08% of tariff lines, covering 99.38% of
India’s exports.

+ India will reduce tariffs on 77.79% of its tariff lines, covering 94.81% of imports
from Oman.

+ The CEPA allows easier movement for skilled professionals (Mode-4) and extends
stay for contractual service suppliers from 90 days to 2 years.

% Bilateral trade in 2024-25: India exported $4.06 billion and imported $6.5 billion,
mostly energy and fertiliser products.

Adwa Victory Monument — Ethiopia

% Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid tribute at the Adwa Victory Monument in
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

+ The monument commemorates Ethiopia’s victory over Italian forces in the Battle
of Adwa in 1896.

% PM Modi also addressed a joint session of the Ethiopian Parliament during his
visit.

% He was awarded Ethiopia’s highest civilian honour, the Great Honour Nishan of

Ethiopia.

COP17 Logo

+ Armenia has revealed the official logo for COP17 of the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD).

v The logo features the Erivan Anomalous Blue (Polyommatus eriwanensis), a
butterfly species endemic to Armenia.

« It is listed as Endangered in the Red Book of Animals of Armenia (2010) but is

not included in the global or European IUCN Red Lists.

+ COP17 will be hosted in Yerevan, Armenia, in October 2026, under the theme
“Taking action for nature”.
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+ The logo uses 23 blended colours to represent the interdependence of the 23
biodiversity targets of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework.

India - Oman Employment Concession

+ Oman, has allowing companies to employ up to 50% Indians in their workforce,
instead of 20% at present.

+ The decision forms part of the broader Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) between the two countries.

+ The CEPA includes a parity clause, under which any labour-related concession
granted by Oman to SAARC countries will automatically extend to India.

Y/

+ Oman currently hosts around seven lakh Indian nationals, who remit more than
$2 billion annually to India.

UNAOC Forum

@,

« The 11th United Nations Alliance of Civilizations (UNAOC) Forum meeting was
held in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

+ India has reaffirmed its commitment to Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam and religious
harmony at the forum.

+ The main theme was “UNAOC: Two Decades of Dialogue for Humanity —
Advancing a New Era of Mutual Respect and Understanding in Multipolar World.”

s UNAOC was established on July 14, 2005, by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan,
co-sponsored by Spain and Turkey.

+ The headquarters and secretariat of UNAOC are located in New York, USA.

¢ The forum also marked the 20th anniversary of UNAOC and focused on planning
its future path for sustainable peace.

India’s Quick Impact Projects in Myanmar

+ India handed over three Quick Impact Projects (QIPs) to Myanmar’s Mandalay
Region.

% One project installed an Indian-made flexible rapier loom at the Saunder Weaving
and Vocational Institute in Amarapura.

% Another project constructed a single-storey building for a Girls Training School
in Mandalay.

+ The third project focuses on clean energy using agricultural waste through slow
pyrolysis (heating biomass without oxygen).

+ The projects are implemented under the Mekong-Ganga Cooperation (MGC)
framework.
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IMF Aid to Sri Lanka

The IMF approved USD 206 million for Sri Lanka under the Rapid Financing
Instrument (RFI).

The funding is in response to the devastation caused by Cyclone Ditwah.

The RFI is an IMF emergency lending tool that provides quick, short-term
financial assistance for countries facing urgent balance-of-payments (BoP) needs.

It offers single, rapid disbursement of funds with minimal conditionality and no
full-fledged programme requirement.

There are two windows: a Regular window for domestic instability or external
shocks, and a Large Natural Disaster window if disaster damage is 220% of GDP.

Repayment is usually 3% to 5 years at standard IMF interest rates, with
monitoring focused on macroeconomic stability.

Trump-class Battleships

US President Donald Trump announced a plan to build new “Trump-class”
battleships for the US Navy.

The plan includes building two Trump-class warships in the first stage.
These ships are expected to weigh about 30,000 to 40,000 tonnes.
The ships will have missiles, heavy guns, lasers, and hypersonic missiles.

US Navy ships are usually named after presidents only after they leave office.

— New Zealand FTA

India and New Zealand concluded negotiations for a comprehensive Free Trade
Agreement (FTA).

The agreement aims to strengthen the bilateral trade, investment, and economic
cooperation between the two countries.

Under the FTA, tariffs on about 95% of New Zealand’s exports to India will be
reduced or removed.

Both countries expect bilateral trade to double within the next five years.

New Zealand is expected to invest around 20 billion US dollars in India over the
next 15 years.

This agreement is India’s seventh Free Trade Agreement signed in recent years.

It is one of India's fastest-concluded FTAs.
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India-New Zealand FTA

+ The India—New Zealand Free Trade Agreement (FTA) is one of India’s fastest-
concluded FTAs.

+ India has signed six FTAs in the last five years, the latest being with Oman.
+ India has kept its dairy sector completely closed under the Agreement.

+ No dairy imports are allowed, and no duty concessions have been given on dairy
products.

+ New Zealand companies can bring dairy raw materials into India only for
processing and 100% re-export.

+ Finished dairy products processed in India cannot be sold in the Indian market.

+ India has never opened its dairy sector under any FTA.

Accra Convention 2025

+ The United Nations Convention on Negotiable Cargo Documents was adopted on
15 December 2025.

+ It is also called the Accra Convention on Negotiable Cargo Documents.

+ The Convention was adopted under the United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law (UNCITRAL).

+ It creates legal rules for negotiable cargo documents used in international trade.
+ The documents can be in paper or electronic form and represent goods in transit.

+ The Convention supports digital trade and multimodal transport.

UNCAC Conference

+ The 11th session of the Conference of the States Parties (COSP11) was held in
Doha, Qatar.

+ The aim of the conference was to strengthen global cooperation to prevent and
combat corruption.

+ Delegates adopted multiple resolutions and policy decisions for implementing
United Nations Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC) priorities.

% Aresolution on preventing corruption related to environmental crimes was agreed
upon.

s Governments and stakeholders are expected to implement the decisions and
follow-up activities.
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New H-1B visa system 2025

+ Under the revised rules, H-1B visas will no longer be issued through random
draws.

+ Instead, applications will be assessed based on wage levels and the skill
requirements of the job.

s The new rules will come into force on February 27, 2026, and will apply to the
FY 2027 H-1B cap registration season.

+ Currently, the programme allows for 65,000 H-1B visas annually.

+ Indian nationals currently account for over 70 per cent of H-1B visas issued
annually.

China-India WTO Dispute

% China filed a complaint against India at the World Trade Organization (WTO) over
solar sector policies.

% China sought consultations under the WTO framework on India’s photovoltaic
(solar) subsidies.

% It claimed that India’s measures violated bound tariff commitments and national
treatment rules.

+ China has also alleged that the policies acted as import-substitution subsidies,
favouring domestic firms.

% This complaint followed an earlier case in October 2025 on India’s electric vehicle
(EV) and battery subsidies.

Recognition of Republic of Somaliland

+ Israel became the first country to formally recognise the Republic of Somaliland
as an independent and sovereign state.

+ Somaliland is a self-declared state in the Horn of Africa that has operated
separately from Somalia since 1991.

+ The recognition was formalised through a joint declaration of mutual recognition
between Israel and Somaliland.

% Israel announced plans for cooperation with Somaliland in agriculture, health,
technology, and economic sectors.

% But Somalia rejected the recognition and stated that Somaliland remains part of
its internationally recognised territory.

+ The African Union (AU) and the European Union (EU) reaffirmed support for
Somalia’s unity and territorial integrity.
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ECONOMY

Second NUDGE Initiative

s The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) launched the 2nd NUDGE (Non-
intrusive Usage of Data to Guide and Enable) initiative.

+ It aims to improve voluntary reporting of foreign assets.

+ High-risk cases were identified using Automatic Exchange of Information (AEOI)
data for FY 2024-25, where foreign assets were not reported in ITRs for AY 2025
26.

+ The initiative promotes accurate disclosure in Schedule Foreign Assets (FA) and
Foreign Source Income (FSI) under the Income-tax Act, 1961 and the Black
Money Act, 2015.

s The first NUDGE campaign (November 2024) resulted in 24,678 taxpayers
disclosing 329,208 crore of foreign assets and %¥1,089.88 crore of foreign-source
income.

‘C’ Grade for India’s National Accounts Statistics

% The International Monetary Fund (IMF) gave India’s National Accounts Statistics
(NAS) a ‘C’ grade, citing methodological weaknesses.

% India’s Consumer Price Index (CPI) received a ‘B’ grade.

% India’s GDP and CPI still use the 2011-12 base year, which does not reflect the
current economy.

+ The Wholesale Price Index (WPI) is used as a deflator due to the lack of a full
Producer Price Index (PPI).

+ Large discrepancies exist between production and expenditure data, partly due
to informal sector under coverage.

% Quarterly GDP data lacks sufficient seasonal adjustment, affecting the
interpretation of growth trends.

+ India’s NAS is compiled by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI) using the United Nations System of National Accounts
2008 (UN-SNA 2008).

Credit Assessment Model

% The Union government of India has launched the New Credit Assessment Model
(CAM).

+ It aims to support digital and automated loan appraisal for Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs).
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« CAM uses verified digital data for assessing loan applications of Existing to Bank
(ETB) and New to Bank (NTB) MSME borrowers.

+ The Government, Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and National Payments Corporation
of India (NPCI) are taking steps to promote digital payments.

+ These steps include RuPay incentives, BHIM-UPI (Person-to-Merchant) support
and the Payments Infrastructure Development Fund (PIDF).

Domestic Systemically Important Banks

« The RBI has listed SBI, HDFC Bank and ICICI Bank as Domestic Systemically
Important Banks (D-SIBs) for 2025.

Y/

+ The three banks continue in the same D-SIB buckets as in the previous year.

« The D-SIB framework requires RBI to publish the list every year starting from
2015.

«» SBI and ICICI Bank were first named D-SIBs in 2015-2016, and HDFC Bank was
added in 2017.

Ombudsman Scheme Annual Report 2024-25

+ The RBI released the Annual Report of the Ombudsman Scheme 2024-25 under
the Reserve Bank Integrated Ombudsman Scheme (RB-10S), 2021.

+ Total complaints rose 13.55% from 11.75 lakh in FY24 to 13.34 lakh in FY25.

+ Banks accounted for 81.53% of complaints, Non-Banking Financial Companies
(NBFCs) 14.80%, with loans (29.25%) and credit cards (20.04%) as top categories.

% Metropolitan centres contributed 45.86% of complaints, followed by urban
25.64%, semi-urban 18.46%, and rural 10.4%.

+ The Centralised Receipt and Processing Centre (CRPC) received 9.11 lakh
complaints, while Contact Centres (CC) handled 9.27 lakh calls in FY25.

+ The scheme covers commercial banks, regional rural banks, primary cooperative
banks, NBFCs with assets above ¥100 crore, and payment system participants.

Economic Census 2027

% India will conduct its 8th Economic Census (EC) in 2027 after the two-phase
Population Census of 2026-27.

+ The Economic Census counts all establishments involved in producing or
distributing goods and services.

+ EC is conducted by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation
(MOSPI) with State and UT Directorates of Economics and Statistics.
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+ Data from the 8th EC will be used to build the Statistical Business Register (SBR),
a unified database of enterprises.

+ The SBR will help identify active and closed enterprises for accurate economic
statistics.

« The 2027 Population Census will be India’s 16th decennial Census, conducted
under the Census Act, 1948.

World’s Largest Fast-Payment System - UPI

+ India’s UPI is recognized by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) as the world’s
largest retail fast-payment system by transaction volume.

« UPI accounts for 49% of global real-time payment transactions, according to ACI
World wide’s 2024 report.

+ Government, RBI, and National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) promote
digital payments through incentives for BHIM-UPI transactions and the
Payments Infrastructure Development Fund (PIDF).

% As of October 31, 2025, about 5.45 crore digital touch points were deployed in
tier-3 to 6 centres, and 56.86 crore QR codes reached 6.5 crore merchants.

Your Money, Your Right Campaign

+ The Government of India launched the “Your Money, Your Right” campaign to
help citizens claim unclaimed financial assets.

+ The campaign is based on the ‘3A framework - Awareness, Accessibility and
Action’.
+ The district-level camps were held in 477 districts across all States and Union

Territories.

+ The drive covers unclaimed bank deposits, insurance, dividends, shares, mutual
funds and pension amounts.

+ Existing platforms such as RBI’s UDGAM (for unclaimed bank deposits), IRDAI’s
Bima Bharosa (for unclaimed insurance proceeds) and SEBI’'s MITRA (for
unclaimed mutual funds) have empowered citizens to trace their unclaimed
assets more efficiently.

Bank Group Reorganization Norms - RBI

% The RBI issued final guidelines on the financial services activities of commercial
banks in 2025.
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+ Bank groups are now allowed to continue overlapping lending operations with
board approval, avoiding compulsory restructuring.

s The 20% ceiling on bank group shareholding in Asset Reconstruction Companies
(ARCs) has been retained.

s Upper-layer regulatory norms for Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs)
within bank groups must be complied with by March 31, 2028.

+ The guidelines strengthen compliance and governance by aligning risk norms
across banks, NBFCs, and Housing Finance Companies (HFCs), preventing
regulatory arbitrage.

RBI’s 5-Billion-Dollar Swap

% The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced a 5-billion-dollar buy-sell swap to
manage the rupee.

+ The rupee crossed %90 per dollar in December 2025.

s India’s foreign exchange (forex) reserves stand at 686.23 billion dollars as of
November 28, 2025.

+ The swap means the RBI will buy dollars now and sell them after three years.

+ The move helps RBI support the rupee without reducing forex reserves.

PaRRVA System

+ The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) launched a new agency called
the Past Risk and Return Verification Agency (PaRRVA).

+ PaRRVA aims to stop the mis-selling of investment products by verifying risk and
return data.

+ The system uses digital audit trails and standardised reporting to improve
supervision.

% SEBI stated that PaRRVA will give investors access to verified performance
records of financial services.

+ The regulator is also increasing action against unregistered financial influencers
who offer unauthorised advice.

Digital Payments Fraud Detection Platform

+ The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) approved the State Bank of India (SBI) and Bank
of Baroda (BoB) to set up a digital payment fraud detection platform.

« The platform will be established through a new entity named Indian Digital
Payment Intelligence Corporation (IDPIC).
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+ IDPIC will be registered as a Section 8 company under the Companies Act, 2013.

+ The platform aims to monitor and detect fraud in digital payment transactions
across public sector banks.

+ The Department of Financial Services (DFS) granted SBI and BoB an exemption
from shareholding limits until October 16, 2026.

India’s Corporate Bond Market

+» NITI Aayog released the report “Deepening the Corporate Bond Market in India”
in New Delhi.

+ The report aims to expand market access, improve liquidity, and enhance
investor participation in India’s corporate bond market.

% A strong bond market is seen as essential for long-term financing and achieving
Viksit Bharat @2047.

+ Current challenges include limited market depth, concentrated investors, and
weak secondary-market activity.

% Recommendations include regulatory reforms, diversified bond products,
sustainability-linked instruments, and digital innovations.

Y/

+ The report highlights opportunities for financing infrastructure, MSMEs, and
green transition projects.

100 percent FDI in Insurance

« The Union Cabinet approved full foreign ownership (100% FDI) in Indian
insurance companies.

+ The reform is part of the Insurance Laws (Amendment) Bill 2025, to be introduced
in the Winter session of Parliament.

+ The Proposed changes include reducing paid-up capital requirements and
introducing a composite licence system for insurers.

+ The LIC board will get enhanced operational powers, including branch expansion
and staff recruitment.

v The reforms aim to boost policyholder protection, improve services, increase
competition, and attract global capital.

Trade deficit of India — November 2025
% India’s trade deficit dropped by more than 61% in November 2025 to $6.6 billion.
% India’s total exports grew 15.5% to $74 billion in November 2025, while total
imports slid 0.6% to $80.6 billion.
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+ India’s exports to the U.S. in November 2025 were higher than in October 2025,
as well as in November last year.

% Gold imports fell nearly 60% to $4 billion in November 2025 compared to
November 2024.

% Services exports grew about 12% in November 2025 to $38.5 billion while services
imports increased 8.1% to $18.6 billion.

Stability and Profits in the Banking Sector

R/

+ India’s banking sector recorded a 20-year low in Non-Performing Assets (NPA)
and the strongest profit growth in recent years.

% Gross Non-Performing Assets (NPA) fell to 2.31% by March 2025, the lowest level
in 20 years.

Y/

s Net NPA declined to 0.52%, showing better recovery and risk control.

+ Public Sector Banks (PSBs) reduced Gross NPA from 9.11% in 2021 to 2.58% in
2025.

+ Bank profits reached record levels, with Scheduled Commercial Banks (SCBs)
earning 34.01 lakh crore in Financial Year (FY) 2024-25.

+ Domestic deposits increased from 88.35 lakh crore in 2015 to 3231.90 lakh
crore in 2025.

+ Capital adequacy improved, with the Capital to Risk-Weighted Assets Ratio
(CRAR) rising to 17.36% in 2025.

Sahakar Sarathi

+ The Government of India launched Sahakar Sarathi, a Shared Service Entity, to
modernise Rural Cooperative Banks (RCBs) with technology-driven services.

« Sahakar Sarathi was registered on 21 July 2025 after approval from the RBI.

« It has an authorised capital of 31,000 crore with equal shareholding among
NABARD, National Cooperative Development Corporation, and participating
RCBs.

+ The entity provides Core Banking Solutions (CBS), digital payment platforms like
Unified Payments Interface (UPI) and Aadhaar-enabled Payment System (AePS),
cybersecurity support, and IT governance.

+ Sahakar Sarathi aims to improve customer access, operational efficiency, and
adoption of modern banking technology in Rural Cooperative Banks.
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Revision of National Accounts Base Year

+ The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation released a discussion
paper on “Methodological improvements in the compilation of national accounts
aggregates using the expenditure approach”.

* A new series of National Accounts Statistics will use Financial Year (FY) 2022-23
as the base year.

+ The revised data series is scheduled to be released on 27 February 2026.

% An Advisory Committee on National Account Statistics (ACNAS) has been formed
to guide improvements in data sources and methods.

Common Logo for RRBs

% The Government of India and NABARD launched a single common logo for all 28
Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) under the “One RRB, One Logo” initiative.

+ The logo features an upward arrow for growth, hands for support, and a flame
representing knowledge and empowerment.

+ Colours used are dark blue (trust and stability) and green (agriculture, life, and
growth).

+ RRBs are specialised banks providing credit and banking services in rural and
semi-urban areas.

+ Established in 1975 under the Regional Rural Banks Act, 1976, RRBs are owned
by the Central Government (50%), State Government (15%), and Sponsor Bank
(35%).

+ RRBs support small farmers, artisans, self-help groups, MSMEs, and act as key
instruments for financial inclusion and rural development.

Risk-Based Deposit Insurance Framework

+ The RBI Central Board approved a risk-based deposit insurance framework for
banks.

+ Under this framework, the banks are assessed based on financial health, risk
management, and asset quality.

% Safer banks may pay lower insurance contributions, while riskier banks may face
higher costs or closer supervision.

+ The reform aims to strengthen financial stability, improve risk management, and
enhance depositor confidence.

+ Depositors’ insured amounts remain unchanged, ensuring protection while
promoting a more resilient banking system.
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NUDGE Campaign for AY 2025-26

+ The Income Tax Department launched the NUDGE (Non-intrusive Usage of Data
to Guide and Enable) campaign for Assessment Year (AY) 2025-26.

+ The campaign asks taxpayers to voluntarily check and correct ineligible
deductions and exemptions.

+» It uses the data analytics and risk assessment to find mismatches in Income Tax
Returns (ITRs).

+ The campaign is advisory and non-penal in nature.

EPFO Modernization Reforms

+ The Government of India announced comprehensive reforms to modernise the
Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO).

+ The reforms were announced by Union Minister for Labour and Employment.

« EPFO offices will be upgraded into technology-enabled, single-window service
centres across India.

% An “Any-Office Service Facility” will allow EPF members to resolve grievances at
any EPFO office nationwide.

% A mission-mode Know Your Customer (KYC) drive will be launched to activate
inactive EPF accounts.

+ The government aims to expand social security coverage to 100 crore citizens by
March 2026.

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Food Safety Alert - Auramine O

% Auramine O is illegally added to foods to imitate turmeric/saffron or enhance
sweets.

% Itis a synthetic diarylmethane-based yellow dye banned for use in food in India.

s It appears as bright yellow needle-like crystals, insoluble in water but soluble in
ethanol and DMSO (Dimethyl Sulfoxide).

« It is used legally in textiles, leather, printing, microbiological staining, laboratory
reagents, paper, and ink.

+ Toxicity risks include liver and kidney damage, enlarged spleen, endocrine
disruption, and mutagenic effects.
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+ It is classified by IARC (International Agency for Research on Cancer) as possibly
carcinogenic to humans.

+ Chronic exposure may cause long-term genetic and metabolic disorders.

Mislabelled ORS Drinks

+ The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) ordered the removal of
beverages falsely labelled as Oral Rehydration Solutions (ORS).

+ ORS is a medically approved drink with a precise mix of glucose and salts to treat
dehydration caused by diarrhoea or excessive sweating.

Y/

% Only WHO-approved ORS formulations with correct glucose and salt balance can
use the “ORS” label.

% Mislabelled drinks, including fruit juices and energy drinks, may worsen
dehydration, especially in children.

India’s 500 km Quantum Network

% Quantum Key Distribution (QKD) uses quantum physics to share secret
encryption keys securely.

+ The network was developed by QNu Labs Private Limited under the National
Quantum Mission (NQM) of the Department of Science and Technology (DST).

« It sends photons (light particles) through optical fibres, encoding data as
quantum bits (qubits).

< Any attempt to intercept the photons changes their state, alerting the
communicating parties.

+ The 500 km network uses trusted nodes, Quantum Suraksha Kavach hardware,
and Quantum Random Number Generator (QRNG) technology for encryption.

Gravitational Wave GW250114 Discovery

% GW250114 is a gravitational wave event from the merger of two black holes.
% Each black hole was about 30 times the mass of the Sun.

% The merger formed a single, rotating black hole 1.3 billion light-years away.
+ The signal is the clearest and strongest gravitational wave recorded so far.

+ The event confirmed Stephen Hawking’s Black Hole Area Theorem, showing total
event horizon area increased after the merger.
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Project Suncatcher

R/

% Google announced Project Suncatcher, a plan to build Al-powered data centres
in space.

+ These data centres will be solar-powered satellites to save energy and water used
on Earth.

+ They will use free-space optical links to transfer data at tens of terabits per
second.

+ Google aims to launch two prototype satellites by early 2027 to test space-based
Tensor Processing Unit (TPU) hardware.

+ Space-based solar panels are up to 8 times more efficient than those on Earth.

« TPUs called Trillium v6e are being tested for radiation resistance and extreme
condition performance.

Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease

@,

% According to the WHO, Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) was the
fourth-leading cause of death worldwide in 2021, causing 3.5 million deaths.

Y/

+ COPD is a lung disease that makes it hard to breathe and is caused by permanent
lung damage.

+ There are two main types: chronic bronchitis (inflammation of airways) and
emphysema (damage to air sacs).

+ Major causes include smoking, indoor air pollution, exposure to chemical fumes
or dust, and rare genetic disorders.

s Symptoms include cough with mucus, shortness of breath, wheezing, chest
tightness, and frequent infections.

+ COPD affects 37.6 million people in India, with higher prevalence in urban areas
(11%) than rural areas (5.6%).

UNESCO Guidelines on Neurotechnology
« UNESCO issued its first global framework on the ethics of neurotechnology.

% Neurotechnology refers to devices and procedures that access, assess, and act on
neural systems, including the human brain.

v The framework aims to protect human brain data from misuse in political,
medical, and commercial contexts.

« It emphasizes principles such as beneficence, proportionality, no harm,
autonomy, non-discrimination, accountability, and transparency.
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+ The framework encourages responsible research and innovation (RRI) in public
and private sectors.

+ It recommends open science models and ethical self-regulation to ensure safe
and fair neurotechnology development.

BICAN Research

« BICAN stands for Brain Research through Advancing Innovative Neuro
Technologies Initiative Cell Atlas Network.

«» It is part of the U.S. National Institutes of Health (NIH) BRAIN Initiative.

Y/

+ Researchers completed the first draft of atlases of the developing human brain.

Y/

+ The study charts how different types of brain cells emerge and mature from
embryonic and foetal stages to adulthood.

% The findings aim to help understand brain-related conditions like autism and
schizophrenia.

Y/

« BICAN is a collaboration of neuroscientists, computational biologists, and
software engineers creating an open-access brain atlas.

Al Computing Upgrade - Ironwood
+ Google has launched a new computer chip named Ironwood.

% Ironwood is a 7th generation Tensor Processing Unit (TPU) designed for Artificial
Intelligence (Al) tasks.

+ It is optimized for Large Language Models (LLMs) and Mixture of Experts (MoEs)
to generate insights.

« The TPU supports up to 9,216 chips per pod, delivering 42.5 Exaflops of
computing power.

+ Ironwood uses advanced liquid cooling and delivers double the performance per
watt compared to the previous generation.

% TPUs are specialized processors for Al, more efficient than CPU (Central
Processing Unit) and GPU (Graphics Processing Unit), and are used in Google
services like Search, YouTube, and DeepMind.

Turkish Kizilelma Drone

s Turkey’s Kizilelma unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) became the world’s first drone
to shoot down an aircraft using a beyond-visual-range (BVR) missile.

% The UAV fired the indigenous GOKDOGAN BVR missile during the test.
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+ Kizilelma detected and tracked the target using the MURAD Active Electronically
Scanned Array (AESA) radar.

+ The demonstration was the first verified long-range air-to-air combat by an
uncrewed fighter jet.

India’s First Private Navigation Centre - ACEN

+ The ISRO Chairman inaugurated the Ananth Centre of Excellence for Navigation
(ACEN) in Thiruvananthapuram.

« ACEN is India’s first private-sector navigation centre, established by Ananth
Technologies.

+ The centre focuses on indigenous navigation sensors, Al-based navigation fusion,
and better use of NavIC (Navigation with Indian Constellation).

Y/

+ ACEN will carry out MRO (Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul) of navigation units
within India to reduce foreign dependence.

BrahMos Missile Test

@,

% The Indian Army has successfully conducted a combat launch of the BrahMos
Supersonic Cruise Missile.

+ The missile demonstrated high-speed flight stability and terminal precision,
hitting its target accurately.

«» The mission involved coordination between the BrahMos unit of the Southern
Command and the Tri-Services Andaman and Nicobar Command.

Alaknanda Galaxy

% The Researchers at NCRA-TIFR (National Centre for Radio Astrophysics — Tata
Institute of Fundamental Research) found a new spiral galaxy named Alaknanda.

s It is located 12 billion light-years away and formed when the universe was 1.5
billion years old.

+ The galaxy has two spiral arms and a bright central bulge, similar to the Milky
Way.

« Earlier scientific models stated that early galaxies were expected to be chaotic
and unstructured, but Alaknanda shows a well-formed spiral structure.

s The presence of a mature spiral pattern in Alaknanda indicates that complex
galactic structures existed earlier in the universe than those models predicted.
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Electrical Activity on Mars

+ The Perseverance rover of NASA has detected tiny electrical discharges called
mini lightning in Mars atmosphere during whirlwinds and dust storms.

+ Scientists documented 55 such discharges over two Martian years.

+ The discharges are believed to arise from the triboelectric effect when dust or
sand particles rub together, build up static charge, and then release it as
electrical sparks.

+ The sparks cause static noise and sometimes faint shock waves called mini sonic
booms when dust whirlwinds pass close to the rover.

MH-60R Seahawk Helicopters

% India signed a $946 million sustainment agreement with the US for 24 MH-60R
Seahawk naval helicopters.

+ The agreement covers five years of spare parts, technical support, training, and
repair facilities within India.

+ The MH-60R is a multi-role maritime helicopter for anti-submarine and anti-
surface operations.

+ The helicopters carry AN/AQS-22 dipping sonar, sonobuoys, multi-mode radar,
and Mk-54 torpedoes.

Heron Mk II UAV

+ The Indian armed forces signed with Israel for additional satellite-linked Heron
Mk IT UAVs under emergency procurement after Operation Sindoor.

% Heron Mk II is a medium-altitude long-endurance (MALE) unmanned aerial
vehicle (UAV) developed by Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI).

+ The UAV can fly up to 35,000 ft, has a top speed of 150 knots, and an operating
range of over 1,000 km.

+ Heron Mk II carries electro-optical/infra-red (EO/IR) sensors, long-range radars,
and ELINT/COMINT systems for intelligence gathering and target tracking.

Fighter Aircraft Escape System

+ The DRDO has conducted a high-speed rocket-sled test of a fighter aircraft escape
system.

+ The test was carried out at the Rail Track Rocket Sled facility of the Terminal
Ballistics Research Laboratory, Chandigarh.
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+ The test validated canopy severance, ejection sequencing, and complete aircrew
recovery.

« It was conducted with the Aeronautical Development Agency (ADA) and
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL).

Sugars in Asteroid Bennu

% NASA’s OSIRIS-REx (Origins, Spectral Interpretation, Resource Identification,
Security-Regolith Explorer) spacecraft returned samples from asteroid Bennu in
2023.

+ Scientists detected glucose, a six-carbon sugar used as energy.
+ Ribose, a five-carbon sugar essential for RNA (Ribonucleic Acid), was also found.

« Other organic compounds identified include amino acids, nucleobases, and
carboxylic acids.

+ Deoxyribose, the sugar in DNA (Deoxyribonucleic Acid), was not detected.

US Lunar Nuclear Project

+ The United States plans to deploy a small nuclear reactor on the Moon by the
early 2030s.

+ The reactor is part of the Lunar Fission Surface Power Project.

+ Nuclear power can provide continuous energy during lunar nights and in areas
with limited sunlight.

« Compact fission reactors can generate tens to hundreds of kilowatts for life
support, laboratories, and industrial operations.

+ Nuclear reactors can support lunar habitats, ice processing, and battery charging
for mobility vehicles.

% Nuclear propulsion technologies include nuclear thermal and nuclear electric
systems for deep-space missions.

Red ELVE Halo in Italy
% Ared ELVE halo appeared over Possagno in northern Italy on November 17, 2025.

% The halo spanned approximately 200 kilometres and occurred at an altitude of
about 100 kilometres.

+ ELVE stands for Emissions of Light and Very Low-Frequency Perturbations due
to Electromagnetic Pulse.
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+ They are caused by lightning-generated electromagnetic pulses in the lower
ionosphere.

+ ELVEs are classified as Transient Luminous Events (TLEs) by NASA.

+ The red colour of ELVEs on Earth is due to the interaction of emitted energy with
nitrogen molecules in the atmosphere.

+ Two ELVEs have now been observed above Possagno, northern Italy, within three
years.

Adam Chini Rice

+ Scientists at Banaras Hindu University (BHU) improved Adam Chini Rice using
mutagenesis to increase resilience and productivity.

+ Adam Chini Rice is an aromatic black rice variety mainly grown in Eastern Uttar
Pradesh, including Chandauli, Varanasi and the Vindhya region.

+ It received a Geographical Indication (GI) tag in 2023.

% The original variety has sugar-crystal-like grains, grows up to 165 cm, matures
in 155 days and yields 20-23 quintals per hectare.

% The improved mutants now have reduced height (105 cm), early maturity (120
days) and higher yields (30-35 quintals per hectare) while keeping the same
aroma.

Air-Sol Moyenne Portée-Renove

% The Air-Sol Moyenne Portée-Renove (ASMPA-R) is the newest version of France’s
medium-range, supersonic, nuclear-capable ASMP cruise missile family.

+ It was developed by France for the air-based component of its nuclear triad (land,
sea, air).

+ The missile uses a ramjet engine with dual air intakes that enables sustained
supersonic flight at around Mach 3.

+ The ASMPA-R has an approximate range of about 600 kilometres.

+ It carries the Airborne Nuclear Warhead with adjustable yield settings from 100
kilotons to 300 kilotons.

KYC-Based Caller ID

+ The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) will require telecom operators to
show the KYC (Know Your Customer)-registered name for all incoming calls.

+ The feature, called Caller Name Presentation (CNAP), is being tested in Haryana.
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+ CNAP uses the same system that flags calls as “Suspected” or “Suspicious.”
+ The move aims to reduce spam and fraud by helping users identify callers.

+ DoT will enable CNAP by default, with identity-hiding allowed only through CLIR
(Caller Line Identification Restriction) for authorised users.

+ The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has given recommendations for
the rollout.

GLP-1 Drugs for Obesity

+ The WHO released global guidelines endorsing GLP-1 therapies for long-term
treatment of obesity in adults, excluding pregnant women.

v GLP-1 therapies should be combined with diet and exercise interventions;
medication alone is not sufficient to address obesity.

+ The WHO issued a conditional recommendation due to limited long-term data on
efficacy, safety, and outcomes after discontinuation, as well as high costs.

+ Obesity contributes to major noncommunicable diseases and global economic
costs, projected to reach $3 trillion annually by 2030.

Y/

+ The WHO has emphasized equitable access to these drugs, calling for affordable
generics, insurance coverage, and integrated obesity management systems
worldwide.

Gene Therapy for Severe Cholesterol

+ The therapy targets the ANGPTL3 (angiopoietin-like 3) gene, which regulates low-
density lipoprotein (LDL) and triglyceride levels in the blood.

% Cholesterol is a fat-like substance in the blood.

+ High levels of LDL (low-density lipoprotein) increase the risk of heart disease,
while high triglycerides also raise cardiovascular risk.

+ In a study of 15 patients, the highest dose reduced LDL cholesterol by 50% and
triglycerides by 55%.

% The approach is inspired by a rare natural mutation in 1 in 250 people who
naturally have inactive ANGPTL3 genes and low cholesterol without health
issues.

+ The treatment uses CRISPR-Cas9 gene editing to modify liver cells, the main site
of cholesterol regulation.

Global Infertility Guidelines 2025
+ The WHO issued its first global guideline in 2025 on infertility.
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+ Infertility is defined as the failure to achieve pregnancy after 12 months of regular
unprotected sexual intercourse.

« It affects about 1 in 6 people of reproductive age worldwide.

+ The guideline includes 40 evidence-based recommendations for the prevention,
diagnosis, and treatment of infertility.

« It promotes cost-effective fertility care integrated into national health systems
and emphasizes lifestyle interventions and psychosocial support.

+ Countries are encouraged to adapt the guidelines to local contexts and monitor
progress for better access to safe and affordable fertility care.

Mars River Basins Map

+ Scientists have mapped 16 major ancient river basins on Mars, including Parana
Valles.

+ The basins were identified using valley networks, lakes, rivers, canyons, and
sediment deposits.

% The Large drainage systems on Mars cover 100,000 square kilometres or more,
similar to Earth’s large rivers.

+ These areas show evidence of ancient flowing water, erosion, and sediment
transport.

+ Large basins represent 42% of the total material eroded by rivers on Mars, even
though they cover only 5% of the planet’s terrain.

Lab-Grown Milk

% Israel-based startup Remilk will commercially launch lab-grown “cow-free” milk
from January 2026.

+ Lab-grown milk is real dairy made without cows using biotechnological methods.

+ It contains casein and whey proteins, identical to cow’s milk, suitable for cheese,
curd, and yogurt.

% Produced through precision fermentation, where milk-producing genes are
inserted into microbes that secrete milk proteins.

+ The milk is lactose-free, cholesterol-free, hormone-free, nutritionally similar to
traditional milk, and customizable for fat or lactose content.

« Lab-grown milk is ethical and climate-friendly, reducing animal use, methane
emissions, and environmental impact.
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BharatGen AI System initiative

Y/
°

The BharatGen Technology Foundation was registered at IIT Bombay.

The initiative aims to develop a Large Language Model tailored to India’s
multilingual and multicultural environment.

The project will support over 22 Indian languages in both text and speech.

Fuel Adulteration Detection —- PSOG

IIT Guwahati developed a material called Phase-Selective Organogelator (PSOG).
PSOG detects kerosene mixed in petrol and removes oil spills from water.

It turns the oil into a solid gel that can be easily collected.

PSOG works through supramolecular self-assembly, giving it selectivity for oils.

It offers a low-cost and eco-friendly method for fuel safety and oil-spill cleanup.

TMC BART Trial

Tata Memorial Centre (TMC) researchers have showed in the Bladder Adjuvant
Radiotherapy (BART) trial that post-surgery radiation therapy significantly lowers
pelvic recurrence in high-risk bladder cancer patients.

The BART trial was conducted from 2016 to 2024 and included over 150 patients.

The study focused on muscle-invasive bladder cancer (MIBC) following radical
cystectomy (surgical removal of the bladder).

Radiation therapy reduced pelvic cancer relapse from 25% to under 10%.

Modern precision techniques, such as Intensity Modulated Radiation Therapy
(IMRT), minimized side effects.

High-risk patients benefiting most were those with advanced tumour stages,
positive lymph nodes, or positive surgical margins.

Vikas engine

®
0.0

®
0.0

Godrej Aerospace delivered the first human-rated Vikas engine to the ISRO for
the Gaganyaan mission.

The engine will power the L110 stage of the LVM-3 rocket, India’s launch vehicle
for its first manned spaceflight.

Human-rating ensures enhanced safety, reliability, and performance for carrying
astronauts.

Gaganyaan aims to carry three Indian astronauts into low Earth orbit for up to
three days.
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% Godrej Aerospace has previously contributed engines for PSLV, GSLV, LVM-3,
and components for Chandrayaan and Mangalyaan missions.

Iron Oxide on the Moon
+ China’s Chang’e-6 mission discovered tiny iron oxide crystals in lunar soil.

+ Hematite and maghemite were detected in samples from the South Pole-Aitken
Basin.

+» The basin is the oldest and largest known impact zone in the Solar System.

+ Iron oxide formation is linked to oxygen-rich vapour from massive ancient
impacts.

+ Chang’e-6 returned deep-region lunar samples to Earth in 2024.

3I/ATLAS Planetary Drill

+ Europe conducted the world’s largest planetary-defence drill, centred on tracking
the near-Earth object 31/ATLAS.

+ The exercise was led jointly by the European Space Agency (ESA), NASA, and the
United Nations International Asteroid Warning Network (UN-IAWN).

% The drill tested early-warning systems, tracking networks, emergency
coordination, and public communication for asteroid threats.

+ Ground telescopes and space-based sensors monitored 3I/ATLAS travelling at
~60 km/s to refine its orbital path.

+ Simulations included trajectory analysis, impact probability calculations,
deflection missions, and civil-defence responses.

India’s Nuclear Reactor Fleet

+ India operates the 6th largest nuclear reactor fleet in the world.

+ Nuclear power contributes about 3.1% of total electricity generation in 2024-25.
+ The present installed nuclear capacity is 8.78 GW.

+ Indigenous Pressurised Heavy Water Reactor (PHWR) technology now supports
700 MW reactors.

« With new 700 MW and 1000 MW reactors, capacity is projected to reach 22.38
GW by 2031-32.

+ The government announced the Nuclear Energy Mission to achieve 100 GW by
2047.

126


https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM

Information is a Blessing

SHANKAR
IAS ACADEMY
.

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

ISRO’s Aditya-L1
« ISRO’s Aditya-L1 Joins Global Effort in Landmark Solar Storm Study.

R/

« Aditya-L1 is India’s first space-based solar observatory launched in September
2023 on PSLV C57.

+ It is placed in a halo orbit around Lagrangian Point 1 (L1), 1.5 million km from
Earth, providing continuous Sun observation.

+ The mission has 7 payloads, including Plasma Analyser Package.

+» Solar storms involve Coronal Mass Ejections (CMEs), which are massive bubbles
of hot gas and magnetic energy ejected from the Sun.

Y/

% During the May 2024 Gannon’s storm, Aditya-L1, along with six U.S. satellites,
observed magnetic reconnection, where CME magnetic field lines snapped and
rejoined.

Y/

+ The event caused a sudden magnetic field reversal, speeding up particles and
intensifying the storm, affecting satellites, communication, GPS, and power grids.

First Al Tool for Liver Disease

« AIM-NASH is the first Al tool qualified by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) for assessing severe fatty liver disease.

« It analyses liver biopsy images to detect fat accumulation, inflammation, and
scarring in metabolic dysfunction-associated steatohepatitis (MASH).

+ The tool uses deep learning algorithms to generate standardized scores reviewed
by doctors for final diagnosis.

+ FDA qualification will accelerate MASH clinical trials, reduce trial timelines, and
lower reliance on multiple human readings.

« AIM-NASH demonstrates the growing role of Al in drug development while
maintaining human oversight for accuracy.

Google’s Quantum Echoes Experiment

s Google has conducted a Quantum Echoes experiment using its 65-qubit Willow
quantum processor.

v The experiment studied how quantum information spreads and returns inside a
quantum system.

R/

% Scientists used an Out-of-Time-Order Correlator (OTOC) to measure this
information flow.

+ The experiment increased concern about Q-Day, when quantum computers may
break present-day encryption.
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AviSpray-10c Agricultural Drone

R/

+ AvironiX Drones, a Chennai-based deep-tech firm, launched the AviSpray-10c, a
compact next-generation agricultural drone.

+ The drone is backpack-sized and designed for one-person operation, improving
portability and lowering operational costs.

+ AviSpray-10c is 53% smaller than conventional agricultural drones and covers
up to S acres per battery charge.

+ The drone was validated through spraying over 6,000 acres of Indian farms
following the Japanese ‘Genchi Genbutsu’ philosophy.

Y/

+ It is built entirely in India with features like hexacopter architecture, swappable
tanks, terrain-following radar, and collision-avoidance.

Active Plasma on Moon

% RAMBHA-LP of ISRO’s Chandrayaan-3 mission detected an active plasma
environment in the Moon’s south polar region.

% Itis a payload on the Vikram lander.

+ RAMBHA-LP stands for Radio Anatomy of Moon Bound Hypersensitive
Ionosphere and Atmosphere — Langmuir Probe

+ Plasma is the fourth state of matter, consisting of charged particles like ions and
free electrons.

+ RAMBHA-LP measures electron density and electron temperature near the lunar
surface.

+ Electron densities recorded were 380-600 particles per cubic centimetre, and
electron temperatures were 3,000-8,000 Kelvin.

GlowCas9 protein

% GlowCas9, a bioluminescent CRISPR-Cas9 protein engineered by the Bose
Institute, Kolkata.

s It fuses Cas9 with split nano-luciferase fragments from deep-sea shrimp, which
emit light when Cas9 becomes active.

+ The system allows real-time monitoring of gene-editing activity inside living cells,
tissues, and plant leaves without harming them.

% GlowCas9 shows greater thermal stability and enhances homology-directed
repair, improving precise DNA correction.

+ The technology enables theratracking, allowing scientists to observe therapeutic
gene editing as it occurs in real time.
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First Billion-Year-Old Supernova

% The James Webb Space Telescope (JWST) detected the earliest recorded
supernova in the universe.

+ The supernova occurred within the universe’s first billion years after the Big
Bang.

+ Evidence indicates a core-collapse explosion of a massive, low-metallicity star.

« Early supernovae supplied heavy elements essential for planets and complex
chemistry.

+ The event occurred in a dense, rapidly star-forming galaxy, providing insights
into early galaxy evolution.

MAVEN Mars Mission Update

+ NASA has lost contact with the MAVEN (Mars Atmosphere and Volatile EvolutioN)
spacecraft.

% MAVEN stopped communicating after passing behind Mars during its normal
orbit.

+ The spacecraft was launched in 2013 and entered Mars orbit in 2014.

+ MAVEN studied the Martian upper atmosphere and its interaction with the solar
wind.

¢ It helped explain how Mars lost much of its atmosphere over billions of years.

+ MAVEN also served as a communication relay for Mars rovers like Curiosity and
Perseverance.

GRASSROOT Stroke Trial

« AIIMS Delhi conducted India’s first dedicated clinical trial of an indigenous brain
stent for severe stroke care.

+ The trial, named GRASSROOT, evaluated the Supernova stent-retriever
developed by Gravity Medical Technology.

% GRASSROQOT stands for Gravity Stent-Retriever System for Reperfusion of Large
Vessel Occlusion Stroke Trial

+ It has focused on large vessel occlusion (LVO) strokes, a life-threatening form of
ischemic stroke.

+ The Supernova device is a stent-retriever used to remove blood clots from brain
arteries.

+ Results showed high safety and efficacy.
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+ Based on domestic data, CDSCO (Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation)
approved the Supernova stent for clinical use.

India’s 1st Stroke Device

R/

« AIIMS New Delhi conducted India’s 1st clinical trial of the Supernova Stent for
stroke treatment.

% Supernova Stent is a new and advanced stroke treatment device designed for
India’s diverse patient population.

+ The device is suitable for Indian patients, as strokes in India often occur at a
younger age than in Western countries.

+ This is India’s 1st stroke device approved based on a domestic clinical trial.

% The device will now be manufactured in India and can benefit over 17 lakh stroke
patients every year.

Maitri II - Antarctic Station

@,

% Maitri II is India’s proposed next-generation research station in East Antarctica,
expected to be completed by 2032.

+ The station will replace Maitri I, which has been operational since 1989 in the
Schirmacher Oasis.

+ The total estimated cost of Maitri II is 22,000 crore.

% Maitri II will support multidisciplinary research in climate science, glaciology,
biology, atmospheric sciences, earth sciences, and long-term environmental
monitoring.

Precision-Guided Weapon - HAMMER

+ HAMMER (Highly Agile Modular Munition Extended Range), also called AASM
(Armement Air-Sol Modulaire), is a precision-guided air-to-ground weapon.

% India has signed an agreement with France’s Safran to manufacture HAMMER
weapons in India through a 50:50 joint venture between Bharat Electronics
Limited (BEL) and Safran.

+ HAMMER converts conventional bombs into precision weapons using guidance
and propulsion kits.

« It has guidance options such as INS-GPS (Inertial Navigation System-Global
Positioning System), infrared and laser guidance.

+ HAMMER can be used from stand-off ranges and is integrated with Rafale and
planned for Tejas aircraft.
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Al-Based Diabetic Retinopathy Screening Programme

+ India started its first Artificial Intelligence (AI) community screening programme
for Diabetic Retinopathy in New Delhi.

+ The programme uses MadhuNetrAl, a web-based Al system made by RPC, AIIMS,
to check, classify, and sort retinal images automatically.

+ The pilot is being run at seven locations: Pune, Mumbai, Bengaluru,
Dharamshala, Gaya, Jorhat, and Kochi, covering cities, villages, hills, coastal,
and remote areas.

+ Patients with Diabetic Retinopathy are sent for proper diabetes care, and serious
cases are referred to eye specialists at district hospitals.

Y/

+ The programme is planned to grow and serve as a model to use Al in managing
diseases across India.

RESPOND Basket 2025
+ It was released by the ISRO under the Department of Space (DoS).

+ Itis alist of mission-based research problems linked to ISRO’s present and future
space missions.

+ The programme invites research proposals from universities and recognised
academic and research institutions in India.

+ Its aim is to connect academic research with national space technology needs.

+ Proposals must be submitted online through the I-GRASP (ISRO-Grants for
Research and Sponsored Projects) portal.

Nanoparticle Therapy for Alzheimer’s Disease

% Scientists from the Institute of Nano Science and Technology (INST), Mohali,
developed a nanoparticle-based pathway for Alzheimer’s therapy.

+ The research was carried out under the Department of Science and Technology.

+ The therapy uses EGCG (Epigallocatechin-3-gallate), dopamine, and tryptophan
combined in one nanoparticle.

+ These nanoparticles target amyloid plaques, oxidative stress, inflammation, and
nerve cell damage.

% Brain-Derived Neurotrophic Factor (BDNF) was added to support neuron growth
and repair.
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Altermagnetism in RuO:

+ The Japanese researchers have experimentally confirmed ruthenium dioxide as
an altermagnet.

+ Altermagnet is a third fundamental magnetic class distinct from ferromagnets
and antiferromagnets.

+ Ruthenium dioxide (RuO,) thin films have been experimentally demonstrated to
exhibit true altermagnetism.

+ It will aid to develop next-generation high-speed, high-density magnetic memory
devices utilizing RuO, thin films.

Exoplanet PSR J2322-2650b

+ The James Webb Space Telescope discovered a lemon-shaped exoplanet named
PSR J2322-2650b.

+ The planet orbits a millisecond pulsar about 2,000 light-years from Earth.

+ It completes one orbit in 7.8 hours at a distance of nearly one million miles from
the pulsar (rapidly spinning neutron star).

« Its atmosphere contains mainly carbon compounds and helium, with very little

oxygen and nitrogen.

Y/

+ Strong tidal forces from the pulsar stretch the planet into its unusual lemon-like
shape.

Drogue Parachute Tests for Gaganyaan

@,

« ISRO completed drogue parachute qualification tests for the Gaganyaan Crew
Module.

+ The tests were conducted at the Rail Track Rocket Sled (RTRS) facility, Terminal
Ballistics Research Laboratory (TBRL), Chandigarh, under the DRDO.

+ Drogue parachutes stabilize and slow the Crew Module during re-entry into
Earth’s atmosphere.

% The Gaganyaan deceleration system has 10 parachutes of four different types,
deployed in a fixed sequence.

% The mission aims to send three Indian astronauts to low Earth orbit at 400 km
for three days and return them safely to Earth.

Hypersonic Missile System - Dark Eagle
« Dark Eagle is a hypersonic missile system developed by the USA.
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It is a non-nuclear, ground-launched weapon used by the US Army.
The system is also called Long-Range Hypersonic Weapon (LRHW).
It can strike targets up to 2,735 kilometres away.

It uses a hypersonic glide warhead (Common Hypersonic Glide Body — C-HGB)
that can travel at speeds up to Mach 17.

The missile is launched using a solid-fuel, two-stage rocket booster.

BrahMos Missile Export Deals

Y/
°
Y/
0.0

@,
0’0

Y/
0.0

India’s BrahMos supersonic cruise missile is being exported to foreign countries.
Export deals worth approximately $450 million are expected to be signed soon.
The missile can be launched from land, sea, or air platforms.

BrahMos was used in Operation Sindoor against Pakistan, with 15 to 19 missiles
fired.

India recently signed contracts worth about Rs 4,000 crore for BrahMos exports
with two countries.

Bluebird Block-2 mission

ISRO launched a landmark mission - BlueBird Block-2 into the Low Earth Orbit
(LEO) by using the LVM3 launch vehicle (GSLV-MK III).

It carrying a massive 6,100-kilogram communication satellite of US's AST Space
Mobile.

This launch being popularly described as ‘Baahubali’ to highlight its scale.
This is AST Space Mobile Inc's largest-ever satellite from India.

It is the first in a series of deployments to help the company compete against Elon
Musk’s Starlink.

The previous heaviest was the LVM3-M5 Communication Satellite 03, weighing
about 4,400 kg that was launched by ISRO in the Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit
(GTO).

Oral Iron Treatment for Kids

The US FDA has now approved Accrufer, a prescription oral medicine, for
children aged 10 years and older with iron deficiency.

This offers a new, non-invasive treatment option that fits better into daily life.

Iron deficiency is the most common cause of anaemia.

133


https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

-*g TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM

ol Information is a Blessing

SHANKAR
IAS ACADEMY
.

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

+ This can result in persistent fatigue, reduced concentration, delayed growth, and
poorer academic performance.

R/

+ Until now, Accrufer was approved only for adults, starting in 2019.

Ghost Pairing warning

+ The Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) has issued an
advisory about an active threat campaign targeting WhatsApp users.

+ The attack uses a new technique called Ghost Pairing, which malicious actors
exploit to hijack WhatsApp accounts.

+ The threat actors can take over WhatsApp accounts without authorisation by
tricking potential victims into entering the pairing codes.

Y/

+ It allows cybercriminals to take complete control of WhatsApp accounts without
needing passwords or SIM swaps.

Space Debris in Low Earth Orbit

+ Micrometeoroids and Orbital Debris (MMOD) are small natural and human-made
objects moving around Earth at very high speeds.

< Micrometeoroids come from asteroids and comets, while orbital debris comes
from broken satellites and rocket parts.

+ Most orbital debris is found in Low Earth Orbit between 200 km and 2,000 km
altitude.

« Even very small MMOD particles can damage satellites and spacecraft due to
high speed.

% Collisions between debris can create more debris, called the Kessler Syndrome.

+ MMOD poses a serious risk to astronauts, space stations, and future space
missions.

Akash-NG Missile 2025

s The DRDO has completed User Evaluation Trials (UET) of the Akash-NG missile
system.

s Akash-NG (Next Generation) is an indigenously developed surface-to-air missile.
% It is used to destroy aircraft, drones and cruise missiles.

v The missile has an indigenous Radio Frequency (RF) seeker for accurate
targeting.

+ It uses a dual-pulse solid rocket motor for a longer range and faster response.
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AI Lab Assistant - AILA
+ Researchers at IIT Delhi have developed an Al system called AILA.
s AILA stands for Artificially Intelligent Lab Assistant.
+ Itis designed to conduct real laboratory experiments with very little human help.

s AILA works using an Agentic Artificial Intelligence (Al) framework that can think
and make decisions like a scientist.

+ The system was tested using an Atomic Force Microscope, a tool used in
nanotechnology research.

+» AILA can reduce experiment time from hours or days to just a few minutes.

Russia’s Lunar Power Plant Plan

+ Russia has announced plans to install a power plant on the Moon to support
long-term lunar missions.

+ The project is being developed by Roscosmos, Russia’s state-owned space agency.
s The lunar power plant is planned to become operational by the year 2036.

% It will provide energy for lunar rovers, scientific observatories and research
infrastructure.

% The project is linked to the joint Russian—Chinese International Lunar Research
Station (ILRS).

+ Rosatom and the Kurchatov Institute are involved, indicating the use of nuclear
power.

+ Nuclear energy is considered suitable for the Moon due to its reliability for long-
duration missions.

K-4 Missile Test

+ India has successfully tested the K-4 intermediate-range ballistic missile from its
nuclear-powered submarine INS Arighaat in the Bay of Bengal.

+ The missile test was conducted off the coast of Visakhapatnam.

+ The K-4 missile is solid-fuelled, has a range of 3,500 km, and can carry a nuclear
warhead weighing up to two tonnes.

% INS Arighaat is India’s second nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarine
(SSBN) and is operated by the Strategic Forces Command.
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Mild Mitochondrial Uncouplers

+ Scientists are exploring “mild mitochondrial uncouplers” to help treat obesity by
making cells burn more energy as heat.

+ Mitochondria are cell structures that convert food into chemical energy called
adenosine triphosphate (ATP), which powers muscles, the brain, and organs.

+ In obesity, people consume more calories than they burn, so increasing energy
use in cells may reduce weight.

+ Earlier mitochondrial uncouplers were dangerous, causing overheating, organ
failure, and death because they were too strong and uncontrolled.

+ The new “mild” uncouplers increase energy use slowly, burning extra calories
safely and reducing oxidative stress in cells.

% Mild uncouplers may also help prevent ageing, insulin resistance, and
neurodegenerative diseases like dementia.

ENVIRONMENT

First National Coral Reef Research Centre

+ India will establish the National Coral Reef Research Institute (NCRRI) in
Chidiyatapu, South Andaman.

+ The project cost is estimated at 3120 crore under the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change.

+ NCRRI will act as the national hub for coral reef research, monitoring, and
conservation.

+ The centre will focus on marine biodiversity assessments, reef restoration, and
climate impact studies.

+ Coral reefs reduce storm impact, acting as natural coastal barriers, and the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands are one of India’s four biodiversity hotspots.

Amur Falcons

% Cyclone Ditwah blew two female Amur Falcons off their normal migratory path
into Point Calimere, Tamil Nadu.

+ These birds usually travel about 40,000 km from Siberia, northern China, and
Mongolia to southern Africa.

% Their common Indian route is through Gujarat-Maharashtra.
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+ Point Calimere earlier recorded Amur Falcons in 2020 and 2024 during other
cyclones.

« Amur Falcons are small raptors and classified under IUCN as Least Concern

v They are listed in CMS (Convention on Migratory Species) Appendix II, and
Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 Schedule IV.

Golden Jackal Ambassadors Scheme

+ Tenkasi Forest Division is launching a ‘Golden Jackal Ambassadors’ scheme in
schools and colleges.

+ The scheme aims to protect the golden jackal, whose population is declining due
to construction and loss of shrubs and forests.

« Students will receive training and will spread awareness about conserving golden
jackals and helping injured animals return to the forest.

+ The plan also covers awareness about other small wildlife such as mongoose, ant-
eater, tortoise, snakes, and monitor lizard.

+ The model follows the ‘Friends of Elephants’ scheme, which has reduced human-
elephant conflict by involving villagers in early alerts and food creation inside
forests.

Indian Edible-Nest Swiftlet

+ The Indian swiftlet (Aerodramus unicolour) was recently spotted at the Adyar
Estuary in Chennai.

% It is found in Sri Lanka and southwest India, mainly in Maharashtra, Goa,
Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu.

% Its conservation status in the IUCN, is Least Concern.

Monsoon Floods in Southeast Asia

+ Heavy monsoon rains in Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Malaysia caused
widespread floods and landslides, killing at least 1,100 people.

+ Indonesia was the worst affected, with over 600 deaths and hundreds reported
missing.

+ Monsoons are natural weather phenomena, but their effects can be worsened by
climate change, which increases the intensity of rainfall and storms.

% Monsoons are seasonal wind patterns that bring heavy rainfall to affected
regions.
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+ In November 2025, tropical cyclones combined with monsoon rains caused severe
floods and landslides in Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Malaysia, and Vietnam.

+ Cyclone Senyar formed just north of the equator in the Strait of Malacca, a rare
event for this region.

+ Typhoon Koto caused flash floods in the Philippines before reaching Vietnam,
and Cyclone Ditwah hit Sri Lanka.

+» Tropical cyclones are powerful spinning storms with strong winds and rain; they
are called hurricanes in the Caribbean/North America, typhoons in East Asia,
and cyclones in the Indian Ocean.

+ Human-caused climate change is making these storms more intense, producing
heavier rainfall and stronger cyclones.

Bay of Bengal Cyclone Interaction

@,

+ Two cyclonic storms are forming in the Bay of Bengal (Indian Ocean).

Y/

+ The Fujiwhara Effect is when two nearby cyclones rotate around a common
centre.

« It happens mostly when storms are within 1,400 kilometres and rotate in the
same direction (counter-clockwise in the Northern Hemisphere).

+ Interaction can cause the cyclones to merge, intensify, slow down, or change
paths.

% Prolonged interaction increases rainfall and flood risk in Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh, Odisha, West Bengal, Sri Lanka, and Myanmar.

13 New Amphibians Discovery

+ The Wildlife Institute of India (WII) recorded 13 new-to-science amphibian species
from northeast India.

+ Six species recorded from Arunachal Pradesh: Eaglenest bush frog, Arunachal
bush frog, large bush frog, Dibang Valley bush frog, Pointy-nosed bush frog,
Eastern bush frog.

v Three species recorded from Meghalaya: Narpuh bush frog, Mawsynram bush
frog, Boulenger bush frog;

% And Barak Valley bush frog (Assam), Willong-Khullen bush frog (Manipur),
Lawngtlai bush frog (Mizoram), Khonoma bush frog (Nagaland).

% Seven species were found in protected areas, one in a community-protected forest
in Nagaland’s Khonoma village.
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Dolphin-Fisher Mutualism

+ University of Kerala have launched an international collaborative research project
titled “The Ecology and Evolution of Cultural and Cooperative Behavior among
Dolphins and Humans”.

+ The study aims to study the cooperative fishing behaviour (mutualism) between
Indo-Pacific humpback dolphins and fishers in Ashtamudi Lake, Kerala.

« It will, for the first time, compare dolphin—fisher cooperation across three
continents, including those observed in Brazil and Myanmar.

Sonnerat’s Shrew

% On 1 October 2022, wildlife researchers photographed a dead shrew near Ooty
Lake in Udhagamandalam.

% Sonnerat’s shrew (Diplomesodon sonnerati) was first described in 1813 near
Puducherry by the French naturalist Pierre Sonnerat.

+ No physical specimen of this species has ever been collected since its original
description.

+ The photographed shrew showed clear morphological differences from other local
species, including the Asian highland shrew, Asian house shrew, Indian highland
shrew, and Kelaart’s long-clawed shrew.

« Experts confirmed that the fur pattern matched Pierre Sonnerat’s original
description, but the rediscovery cannot be confirmed because the specimen was
not collected.

COP24 of the Barcelona Convention

s The 24th meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention (COP
24) took place in Cairo, Egypt.

< Theme of the event is “Mediterranean Blue Growth: Towards a Resilient and
Sustainable Future”.

+ The Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea Against Pollution
(Barcelona Convention) was adopted on 16 February 1976 in Barcelona and
entered into force in 1978.

Winter Birds in Nilgiris

% Grey-necked Bunting in Kotagiri and Black-headed Bunting in Masinagudi were
spotted for the first time.

% Regular winter migrant birds were also spotted.
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« Birds of prey like the Greater Spotted Eagle and Steppe Eagle were noted in
higher numbers.

+ Northern Pintails and Booted Warblers were recorded in the Nilgiris this winter.

Horn-Eyed Ghost Crab - Andhra Pradesh

+ Researchers have recorded the first confirmed instance of a horn-eyed ghost crab
preying on a mottled light foot crab.

* 0

» The observation occurred along the Rushikonda shoreline in during low tide.

+» Lightfoot crabs normally inhabit rocky crevices, while horn-eyed ghost crabs are
usually found on sandy stretches.

>

» The predation suggests a temporary overlap of habitats and an extension of the
horn-eyed ghost crab’s foraging behaviour.

)

+ Ghost crabs, belonging to the genus Ocypode, are keystone species in sandy
intertidal zones.

+ Six ghost crab species are recorded along India’s coast, with three, O. brevicornis,
O. macrocera, and O. cordimanus, occurring at Rushikonda Beach.

Inter-State Tiger Shift

+ Rajasthan is carrying out its first inter-state tiger translocation by bringing a
tigress (Tigress PN-224) from Pench Tiger Reserve in Madhya Pradesh.

R/
0.0

This is the India’s second tiger translocation.

The tigress will be airlifted to Ramgarh Vishdhari Tiger Reserve (RVTR) to help
increase tiger numbers and improve genetic diversity.

R/
0.0

% RVTR is in the Bundi district of Rajasthan, notified in May 2022, and covers
1,501.89 sq km with a core and buffer zone.

% The reserve forms a natural corridor between the Ranthambore Tiger Reserve and
Mukundara Hills Tiger Reserve, helping tiger movement.

R/
0.0

The translocation aims to strengthen the new habitat and support long-term
conservation under Project Tiger.

>

» The donor site, Pench Tiger Reserve, is known for its teak forests and rich wildlife,
including tigers, leopards and wild dogs.

L)

+ India's first major inter-state tiger translocation happened in 2018, moving a
male tiger (Mahavir from Kanha) and a female (Sundari from Bandhavgarh) from
Madhya Pradesh to Odisha's Satkosia Tiger Reserve.
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UN Environment Assembly 2025

+ The Seventh UN Environment Assembly (UNEA-7) was held under the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in Nairobi, Kenya.

« UNEA is the highest global environmental decision-making forum and was
created in 2012 after the Rio+20 Conference.

s The theme of UNEA-7 (2025) was “Advancing sustainable solutions for a resilient
planet.”

+ The assembly approved UNEP’s Medium-Term Strategy (MTS) for 2026-2030 to
align global environmental policies.

< UNEP’s MTS focuses on the climate stability, biodiversity conservation, zero
pollution, resilient ecosystems, sustainable resource wuse, and stronger
environmental governance.

India’s Most Polluted City - Ghaziabad

+ This report was released by the Centre for Research on Energy and Clean Air
(CREA).

% Ghaziabad recorded the highest PM2.5 level in India in November 2025.

+ The report noted that 20 of 29 National Capital Region (NCR) cities had worse
pollution than in November 2024.

¢ Other highly polluted NCR cities included Delhi, Noida, Bahadurgarh, Greater
Noida and Baghpat.

+ The pollution increase was mainly due to urban emissions, traffic, dust and
winter inversion, despite fewer stubble fires.

+ Shillong (Meghalaya) emerged as the cleanest city, with PM2.5.

Lycodon irwini in Great Nicobar Island
+ New snake species has been discovered in India’s Nicobar Islands.

+ The researchers have named it Lycodon irwini, honouring wildlife expert Steve
Irwin.

% The species appears non-venomous, feeding primarily on smaller reptiles.

% Scientists found the snake exclusively on Great Nicobar Island in India.

Giant Stick Insect — Australia

% A new species of giant stick insect Acrophylla alta has been discovered in tropical
rainforest in Far North Queensland.
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Weighing at up to 44 grams, it is believed to be the heaviest insect in Australia.

Phasmids (stick and leaf insects) are an incredible example of natural selection
at work.

50 Years of CITES

R/
0’0

Y/
°

Y/
0.0

Y/
0.0

CITES marked its 50th anniversary at CoP20 in Samarkand, Uzbekistan, where
major new species-protection decisions were adopted.

CITES (Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora) is a global treaty that regulates wildlife trade to protect species.

It was conceived by IUCN in 1963, signed in 1973, and came to force on 1 July
1975.

The treaty has 185 member countries (as of 2025) and uses three Appendices to
control trade levels.

CoP20 added 77 species to the Appendices, including sharks, rays, Galapagos
iguanas, and African reptiles in Appendix I.

New Shieldtail Species in Siruvani Hills

@,
0’0

A new shieldtail snake species, Rhinophis siruvaniensis, was discovered with
help from citizen scientists in the Siruvani Hills.

Shieldtail snakes are small, non-venomous, soil-burrowing snakes of the
Uropeltidae family, also called uropeltids.

They are named “shieldtails” because of their disc-shaped tail tip.

These snakes are endemic to India and Sri Lanka, mainly found in the Western
Ghats and parts of Peninsular India.

Tiger sighting in Kumaon Himalayas

R/
0.0

A Bengal tiger has been spotted at nearly 10,000 ft in the Himalayas.

The sighting occurred in the Sunderdhunga Glacier Valley of Uttarakhand.
Camera traps captured the big cat in this remote alpine terrain.

This is one of the highest confirmed elevations for the species.

Bengal tigers are usually found below 6,000 feet altitude.

Recent sightings suggest they may now explore higher Himalayan regions.
Prey species like deer and serow are present at these heights.

This provides a food base allowing tigers to survive at altitude.
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Images provide scientists proof of big cats venturing to alpine zones.
It confirms tigers can survive and move in colder climates.

Experts suggest climate change may push tigers to colder zones.
Loss of forest and human pressure in lower habitats is key.

Dispersal by younger tigers may also lead to higher-altitude presence.

India’s 96th Ramsar Wetland

R/
0’0

Siliserh Lake in Alwar district of Rajasthan has been declared a Ramsar site,
becoming India’s 96th wetland of international importance.

Kopra Reservoir in Bilaspur district of Chhattisgarh, has become the first Ramsar
site of Chhattisgarh.

Siliserh Lake supports over 100 species of birds and animals, including migratory
cranes and resident kingfishers.

Siliserh Lake was constructed in 1845 by Maharaja Vinay Singh to supply
drinking water to Alwar city.

Ramsar status aims to strengthen conservation measures, promote eco-tourism,
and support sustainable livelihoods in both regions.

India’s Wildfire Management Resolution

India’s Resolution on Strengthening Global Wildfire Management was adopted at
the United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA-7) in Nairobi, Kenya.

The resolution promotes international cooperation, early warning systems, and
risk assessment for wildfire management.

It encourages regional and global collaboration for prevention, post-fire recovery,
and ecosystem restoration.

Support is provided for national and regional wildfire action plans and access to
multilateral funding.

In India, 36% of forests are prone to fires, with 4% extremely prone and 6% very
highly fire-prone (ISFR 2019).

BNHS Vulture Release Program

R/
0‘0

@
0.0

The Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) will release six critically endangered
vultures in Assam in January 2026.

The release includes three Slender-billed vultures and three White-rumped
vultures bred in captivity.
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+ The vultures were bred at the BNHS Vulture Conservation Breeding Centre in
Rani, Kamrup district.

«» They will be released through a soft-release method in the Kamrup and
Biswanath districts of Assam.

+ The aim is to restore vulture populations in their natural habitat and strengthen
the ecosystem.

Western Tragopan Conservation

+ Captive breeding of the Western Tragopan has helped stabilise its population, but
habitat protection is essential for its long-term survival.

+ The Western Tragopan (Tragopan melanocephalus) is one of India’s rarest
pheasants and the state bird of Himachal Pradesh.

+ It is found in small forest pockets of Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, and
Uttarakhand.

+ The species is listed as Vulnerable (VU) on the IUCN (International Union for
Conservation of Nature) Red List.

« About 3,000-9,500 mature individuals are estimated to survive in the wild.

« The first successful captive breeding was achieved in 2005 at Sarahan
Pheasantry, Himachal Pradesh.

Cheetah Sanctuary in MP

+ Madhya Pradesh announced Veerangana Durgavati Tiger Reserve at Nauradehi
will be developed as a cheetah habitat before the next monsoon.

« It will be the state’s third cheetah sanctuary after Kuno National Park (Sheopur)
and Gandhi Sagar Sanctuary (Mandsaur).

+ Kuno National Park currently hosts 28 cheetahs; Gandhi Sagar Sanctuary has 2
cheetahs.

+ Eight more cheetahs are expected to be translocated from Botswana in January
2026 as part of Project Cheetah.

+ India remains the only country globally to successfully rehabilitate cheetahs after
the extinction of the Asiatic cheetah in the 1950s.

New Snakehead Fish Species - Channa Bhoi

R/

+ Scientists discovered a new species of snakehead fish named Channa Bhoi in
Meghalaya.
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« It was found in a small mountain stream near Iewmawlong village, Ri-Bhoi
district.

+ The species is named after the Bhoi people, an indigenous group of the Khasi
tribe in the region.

+ Channa Bhoi belongs to the Gachua group of snakehead fishes, known for high
diversity in the Eastern Himalayas.

+ Phylogenetic analysis shows it is a sister species to Channa bipuli, raising India’s
total recorded Channa species to 26.

Hornbill Population Survey

+ The Tamil Nadu Forest Department will conduct a field survey to assess hornbill
populations in forest landscapes.

+ The survey will start in late December 2025 and continue until March or early
April 2026, during the hornbill breeding season.

+ The first phase will cover Anamalai, Srivilliputhur-Megamalai, and Kalakkad-
Mundathurai Tiger Reserves, and Karamadai and Mettupalayam ranges under
Coimbatore Forest Division.

+ The survey will use the line transect method, where forest personnel, biologists,
and researchers walk through selected habitats to record sightings and estimate
population density.

+ Four hornbill species will be documented - Great Hornbill, Malabar Grey Hornbill,
Indian Grey Hornbill, and Malabar Pied Hornbill.

% In July 2025, the Tamil Nadu Government announced India’s first Centre of
Excellence for Hornbill Conservation at Anamalai Tiger Reserve (ATR),
Coimbatore district.

Human Elephant Conflict Control Centre - Nilgiris

+ A command-and-control centre was inaugurated at Nadugani Range in the
Gudalur Forest Division to manage human-elephant conflict.

% The centre was built at a cost of 6 crore under the Modernisation of Tamil Nadu
Forest Force Scheme.

s A total of 46 human-wildlife conflict (HWC) zones were identified.

% 34 zones are having Al-enabled cameras and 12 zones are having advanced Al
monitoring systems.

« Wildlife movement will be monitored round the clock, and real-time alerts will be
sent to field staff through speakers and SMS.
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+ The Forest Department has introduced a toll-free helpline (1800-425-4353),
upgraded wireless networks, thermal imaging drones, and radio collars for
elephant tracking.

+ Temporary watchers were deployed to support frontline staff, with additional
personnel engaged during the peak elephant migration season from June to
September.

First State-Level Tiger Corridor

+ Madhya Pradesh will develop the country’s first state-level, multi-national park
tiger corridor.

Y/

+ The corridor is being created in coordination with the National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI) and the Public Works Department (PWD).

« It will include underpasses in forest areas, slow-traffic zones, and wildlife-safe
designs to balance tiger movement, tourism, and connectivity.

+ The corridor aims to promote eco-tourism and strengthen the local economy.

Udanti Sitanadi Tiger Reserve

+ Forest authorities prevented illegal land encroachment in Udanti Sitanadi Tiger
Reserve.

+ The reserve is located in Chhattisgarh, India.

% It was formed by merging Udanti Wildlife Sanctuary and Sitanadi Wildlife
Sanctuary.

+ The reserve covers approximately 1,842 square kilometres.

% Major rivers in the reserve are the Mahanadi, Udanti, Sitanadi, Indravati, and
Pairi.

% The forest types are Tropical Dry Deciduous Forest and Tropical Moist Deciduous

Forest.

Otter Conservation Initiative

% Tamil Nadu launched a programme to protect the smooth-coated otter in the
Cauvery Delta.

% Smooth-coated otters are Asia’s largest otter species and are listed as Vulnerable
on the IUCN Red List.

% The species is protected under Schedule I of India’s Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.
% The initiative covers Thanjavur, Thiruvarur, and Cuddalore districts with 320

lakh funding for 2025-26.
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+ The project aims to study otter populations, restore habitats, and reduce human-
otter conflicts.

Southern Ocean Carbon ‘Anomaly’ Study

% The Southern Ocean surrounds Antarctica and covers about 25-30% of the global
oceans.

«» It absorbs roughly 40% of human-emitted oceanic carbon dioxide.

+ Climate models predicted that stronger westerly winds and more greenhouse
gases would bring carbon-rich deep water to the surface, releasing COa.

Y/

% Observations since the 2000s show the ocean is absorbing more carbon, contrary
to model predictions.

+ Freshwater from rainfall, sea ice transport, and glacial melt has strengthened
surface stratification, trapping carbon-rich water 100-200 m below the surface.

+ Deep waters have risen about 40 metres since the 1990s, increasing subsurface
CO: pressure by ~10 micro atmospheres.

+ The carbon sink may weaken if surface stratification thins, exposing deep CO-2-
rich water to the atmosphere.

New Definition of Aravalli Hills

+ The Supreme Court of India has accepted the Centre’s new definition of the
Aravalli Hills.

% Under this definition, only landforms rising 100 metres or more above local relief
are legally recognised as the Aravalli Hills.

% The ruling limits mining regulation and protection to these higher-elevation
landforms.

+ The Save Aravalli campaign is a citizen-led environmental movement opposing
this narrow definition.

% Experts warn that low-lying ridges, forests, and catchments may become
vulnerable to mining.

v The Aravalli’s play a key role in groundwater recharge, climate moderation, and
biodiversity conservation, especially in North India.

Air Quality in Chennai

% Chennai recorded lower PM2.5 (fine particulate matter) levels compared to many
Indian cities.
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% Kodungaiyur station recorded 12.6 ug/m?3, below the national standard of 40
ng/me.

+ It recorded the lowest annual average PM, s level in the country in 2024.

s Several areas in Chennai reported PM2.5 levels below 20 ug/m3.

« PM10 (coarse dust particles) pollution remains a major challenge in the city.

% Velachery recorded 47 pg/m?* of PM10, within the national limit of 60 pg/m?.

s Coastal factors like sea breeze helped reduce PM2.5 levels in Chennai.

« PMo denote the coarser particles largely linked to road dust, construction activity
and soil re-suspension.

+ The Delhi-NCR region continues to dominate the list of the most polluted
locations for both PM1o and PMa, 5, with annual PM o levels crossing 250 pg/m? at
multiple stations.

Raccoon roundworm in Europe

+ Increase of Baylisascaris procyonis, commonly known as raccoon roundworm,
found across Europe with very high infection rates.

+¢ Initially introduced with raccoons brought from North America in the early 1900s.
+ Raccoons are the primary hosts, but they are not the parasite’s only targets.

% Mature worms in raccoon intestines produce up to 1,80,000 eggs daily,

Asian Waterbird Census 2025

+ The 40th Asian Waterbird Census (AWC) and the 60th International Waterbird
Census (IWC) will be held on January 10-11, 2026.

+ The census will take place at Coringa Wildlife Sanctuary and nearby wetlands in
Andhra Pradesh.

% It is organised by the Andhra Pradesh Forest Department with Bombay Natural
History Society (BNHS), Wildlife Institute of India (WII), and World-Wide Fund for
Nature (WWF).

+ This is the tenth waterbird census conducted at Coringa Wildlife Sanctuary, near
the Godavari estuary.

+ The survey will focus on Indian Skimmer (Endangered), Great Knot (Endangered),
Eurasian Curlew (Near Threatened), and Eurasian Oystercatcher.

% Coringa is a rare site where Indian Skimmer and Great Knot are seen together
during winter.
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New Springtail Species - Sikkim

% Scientists discovered a new species of Collembola (springtails) in the high-altitude
region of Sikkim.

+ The new species is named Neelus sikkimensis.

+ This is the first time the genus Neelus has been recorded in India.

+ Collembola are very small soil insects that live in soil and moss.

+ They act as bio-indicators, helping scientists understand soil and environmental
health.

Tiger in Gujarat

@,

% Gujarat has been officially reinstated as a tiger-bearing state after a gap of 33
years, following sustained evidence of tiger presence.

+ The decision was formally announced by the National Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA), the nodal body for tiger conservation in India.

% A nearly four-year-old tiger was confirmed in the Ratanmahal Sloth Bear
Sanctuary, located in Dahod district along the Gujarat-Madhya Pradesh border.

Y/

+ Following this, Gujarat will now be included in the All-India Tiger Estimation
(AITE) 2026, one of the largest wildlife population surveys in the world.

Blackbuck Population

+ The blackbuck (Antilope cervicapra) population in Vallanadu sanctuary, Tamil
Nadu, increased to 300 in the 2023-2024 census, up from 260 in 2022-2023.

+ Vallanadu sanctuary, established in 1987, spans 1,641 hectares and is a natural
habitat for the endangered blackbuck, listed in Schedule I of The Wildlife
Protection Act, 1972.

+ Grassland restoration under the Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Conservation and
Greening Project for Climate Change Response (TBGPCCR) has restored around
S50 hectares of native grass, improving habitat conditions for blackbucks.

+ The sanctuary also houses 300 spotted deer, 150 sambar deer.

+ The Blackbuck (Antilope cervicapra) is listed as Least Concern globally by the
IUCN Red List.

+ It is located on an isolated hillock in Vallanadu Village of Srivaikundam Taluk,
Thoothukudi.

s It is the southernmost place in India where a natural population of blackbuck
exists.

149


https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

-*g TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM

SHANKAR
4 IAS ACADEMY [e0%  Information is a Blessing

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

Global Climate Disasters in 2025

% In 2025, wildfires, floods, cyclones, heatwaves, and droughts caused over $120
billion in economic losses worldwide.

% The California wildfires were the costliest single disaster, causing $60 billion in
damage and over 400 deaths.

% Cyclones and floods in Southeast Asia caused nearly $25 billion in damage and
over 1,750 deaths.

+ Floods in China, India, and Pakistan caused millions of people to be affected,
with damages in India and Pakistan reaching up to $6 billion and over 1,860
deaths.

% Asia experienced four of the top six costliest disasters in 2025.

REPORTS AND INDICATES

Asia Power Index 2025

% India secured 3rd place in the Asia Power Index 2025 released by the Lowy
Institute (Australia).

+ The Index ranked 27 countries/territories using 131 indicators across eight
areas, such as military capability, economic capability and diplomatic influence.

+ India scored 40 out of 100, showing a 2% improvement and entered the “major
power” category for the first time.

+ The United States ranked first with 81.7, followed by China with 73.7.

UNICEF SoWC 2025 Report

s UNICEF released the SoWC (State of the World’s Children) 2025 report called
“Ending Child Poverty — Our Shared Imperative.”

s The report used data from more than 130 low- and middle-income countries.
% Over 19% of children in the world live in extreme monetary poverty.

% More than 1 in 5 children in these countries face severe deprivation in at least
two basic needs.

+ In India, about 206 million children face one deprivation, and about 62 million
face two or more.

% Sanitation was found to be the most common severe deprivation among children.
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Annual Groundwater Quality Report 2025

+ The Central Ground Water Board (CGWB) released the Annual Groundwater
Quality Report 2025.

% About 71.7% of India’s groundwater meets Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS)
limits, while 28.3% of samples exceed limits for one or more parameters.

s Nitrate is the most widespread contaminant, affecting about 20% of samples,
followed by fluoride and salinity.

+ Uranium contamination above safe limits (30 ppb) was found in 6.71% pre-
monsoon and 7.91% post-monsoon samples, mostly in Punjab, Haryana, and
Delhi.

Y/

+ Groundwater is largely suitable for irrigation, with 94.3% of samples in the
“excellent category.”

FSAP Report 2025
+ The report was released by the World Bank.

+ Financial Sector Assessment Program (FSAP) is a joint initiative by the World
Bank and International Monetary Fund (IMF) started in 1999.

% The 2025 report urged India to accelerate financial sector reforms to reach a USD
30 trillion economy by 2047.

% India’s financial system is strong and diversified, with assets rising to about
175% of GDP from 144% in 2017.

+ Digital public infrastructure has improved access, efficiency, and financial
inclusion in India.

% Regulatory progress by the RBI and SEBI has strengthened supervision, though
NBFC (Non-Banking Financial Companies) oversight challenges remain.

+ The report recommends deepening bond markets, mobilising private capital,
strengthening NBFC regulation, integrating digital reforms, and promoting green
finance.

SOLAW 2025 Report

% The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) released “The State of the World’s
Land and Water Resources for Food and Agriculture (SOLAW) 2025”.

% The report highlights the need for agriculture to produce 50% more food, feed,
and fibre by 2050 using 25% more freshwater, without expanding farmland.

s Over 60% of human-caused land degradation occurs on farms, and agriculture
accounts for more than 70% of global freshwater use.
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+ In India, effective microorganism management in Gorakhpur increased farmer
incomes, while Andhra Pradesh used Farmer Field Schools to support
Community Managed Natural Farming and ecosystem regeneration.

Women, Peace and Security Index 2025/26

+ The index is released by Georgetown Institute for Women, Peace and Security
(GIWPS) and the Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO).

< The WPS Index measures women’s status in 181 countries across Inclusion,
Justice, and Security.

+ Denmark ranks 1st with a score of 0.939; Afghanistan ranks 181st with 0.279.
% India ranks 131st with a score of 0.607.

+ A total of 676 million women faced conflict exposure in the past year.

+ Nine of the ten lowest-ranked countries are conflict-affected or fragile states.

Y/

+ The United States ranks 31st after improving due to a decline in maternal
mortality.

Impact of Disasters on Agriculture and Food Security report 2025

+ The report was released by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the
United Nations.

+ Disasters caused USD 3.26 trillion in agricultural losses between 1991 and 2023,
with cereals being the most affected.

% Asia accounts for 47% of global agricultural losses due to large-scale agriculture
and high exposure to storms and floods.

+ Disasters reduce global food availability by 320 kilocalories (kcal) per person per
day.

+ Marine heatwaves caused USD 6.6 billion in losses from 1985 to 2022, affecting
15% of global fisheries.

+ Digital tools such as data platforms, early warning systems and
agrometeorological advisories help reduce risks, with Indian farmers saving USD
29.65 per hectare in wheat cultivation.

Stubble Burning Status Report 2025

+ The International Forum for Environment, Sustainability and Technology
(iFOREST) released the Stubble Burning Status Report 2025 for northwest India.
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India’s monitoring system, run by CREAMS (Consortium for Research on
Agroecosystem Monitoring and Modelling from Space) at IARI (Indian Agricultural
Research Institute), misses many farm fires.

The system depends mainly on two polar-orbiting satellite sensors:
o Moderate Resolution Imaging Spectroradiometer (MODIS) and
o Visible Infrared Imaging Radiometer Suite (VIIRS).

MODIS and VIIRS capture fires only between 10:30 AM and 1:30 PM, which
misses most late-afternoon burning.

Spinning Enhanced Visible and Infrared Imager (SEVIRI) 15-minute data show
that over 90% of large fires in Punjab in 2024-2025 occurred after 3:00 PM.

In Haryana, most large fires have been happening after 3:00 PM since 2019,
meaning an underestimation for several years.

Sentinel-2 Multispectral Instrument (MSI) burnt-area mapping shows Punjab’s
burnt area fell from 31,447 km? (2022) to about 20,000 km? (2025).

Haryana’s burnt area fell from 11,633 km? (2019) to 8,812 km? (2025) but has
fluctuated without a steady decline.

Actual burnt-area reductions (25-35%) are much smaller than reductions
suggested by active fire counts (>90%), proving major monitoring gaps.

Global Universal Health Coverage Status 2025

The report “Tracking Universal Health Coverage (UHC): 2025 Global Monitoring
Report” was released by the World Bank Group.

About 1 in 10 people globally live on less than $3 per day, the extreme poverty
line.

Global UHC service coverage index (SCI) rose from 54 in 2000 to 71 in 2023.

The share of the population facing financial hardship due to out-of-pocket (OOP)
health payments fell from 34% in 2000 to 26% in 2022.

Progress on UHC has slowed since 2015.
The service coverage index (SCI) is projected to reach only 74 by 2030.

This would leave 24% of the global population still facing health-related financial
hardship.

Service coverage improved mainly in infectious disease control.

Reproductive, maternal, newborn, and child health (RMNCH) services saw
minimal gains.

Noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) remain the least covered health domain.

Poor populations are still disproportionately affected by OOP health spending.
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Global Environment Outlook 2025

+ UNEP released the 7th Global Environment Outlook during the 7th UNEP session
in Nairobi.

+ The report says greenhouse gas emissions keep rising, and the world reached
1.55°C warming in 2024.

+ One million species are at risk of extinction, and up to 40% of land is degraded.

+ Climate disasters cost about USD 143 billion every year, and pollution causes 9
million deaths.

+ The world has 8,000 million tonnes of plastic waste, causing heavy health and
economic losses.

« UNEP was founded on 5 June 1972 and is the main global body for environmental
protection.

World Inequality Report 2026
s The World Inequality Report 2026 was released by the World Inequality Lab.

+ The report states that the top 10% of earners in India receive 58% of the national
income, while the bottom 50% receive 15%.

+ The richest 10% in India hold 65% of total wealth, and the top 1% own 40% of
the wealth.

« At the global level, the top 10% own 75% of the world’s wealth, while the bottom
50% own only 2%.

+ Female labour force participation in India is reported at 15.7%, showing low
workforce involvement.

« The poorest 50% contribute 3% of carbon emissions, while the top 10% account
for 77%.

World Development Report 2025

+ The World Bank released the “World Development Report 2025: Standards for
Development” report.

®

+ The report highlights that international standards benefit wealthy nations and
multinational companies while leaving many developing countries behind.

« Standards are shared rules that ensure consistency, compatibility, and quality
in systems, processes, and products.

v They support economic development by boosting trade, reducing transaction
costs, promoting innovation, and enabling industrial scaling.
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+ Standards enhance national security, improve social outcomes such as
healthcare and education, and strengthen governance by reducing corruption.

+» Challenges include their use in trade wars as non-tariff measures and the low
representation of developing countries in technical committees that set global
standards.

UNESCO Report on Education 2025
« UNESCO released the report “Right to Education: Past, Present and Future”.
+ The report urges modernising the global legal framework for the right to
education.

* Modernisation is needed to address inequalities caused by climate change,
conflicts, and rapid technological change.

% Since the 1960 Convention against Discrimination in Education, free primary
schooling coverage rose from 56% in 2000 to 82% in countries today.

+ Completion rates increased from 77% to 88%.

+ Gender parity in schooling is nearly achieved. Higher education enrolment grew
from 100 million students in 2000 to 264 million, including significant growth in
the least developed countries.

+ Despite progress, 272 million children drop out prematurely.

% 762 million adults remain illiterate (two-thirds are women), and in some low-
income countries, up to 70% of ten-year-olds cannot read a simple sentence.

% Lifelong learning is essential for adults and older workers, with countries like
France, Singapore, Australia, and Morocco implementing vocational and skills-
development programs.

World’s Most Overworked Countries

% India is among the world’s most overworked countries, according to the
International Labour Organization (ILO).

+ Indian workers work an average of 45.7 hours per week, as per ILO data (2024).

+ This is higher than in the most developed countries, where average working hours
are lower.

% India is grouped with countries like Bangladesh, Mongolia, and Iran for long
working hours.

Global passport rankings 2025

+ The Passport Index, published by Arton Capital, released its global passport
rankings for the year 2025.
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s The United Arab Emirates holds the world’s strongest passport in 2025.
+ Singapore and Spain are placed second in the global passport rankings.

% India is ranked 67th, showing moderate international travel access for Indian
citizens.

+ The United States of America ranks 9th, and the United Kingdom ranks 8th in
2025.

+ Rankings are based on mobility score, which counts visa-free, visa-on-arrival,
and Electronic Travel Authorization (ETA) access.

Global Value Chain Development Report 2025

+ The report “Rewiring GVCs in a Changing Global Economy” was jointly published
by the Asian Development Bank (ADB), World Trade Organization (WTO), and
World Economic Forum (WEF).

Y/

+ Global Value Chains (GVCs) are production sequences for a final consumer good,
with each stage adding value, and at least two stages occurring in different
countries.

% GVCs are being rewired, not reversed, due to the technological change, green
transition, and shifting geopolitical conditions.

+ The global share of GVCs in trade is 46.3%, slightly down from 48% in 2022.

+ Services and digital trade now account for more than one-third of value added in
manufacturing exports.

% Regional hubs dominate GVC trade: Asia, Europe, and North America; Latin
America and Africa lag behind.

+ Emerging trends include reshoring by China, the US, and the EU, and
diversification of manufacturing despite China’s dominance in sectors like
electric vehicles (EVs) production (76.9% globally).

+ India is among the top 10 value-adding economies, accounting for 2.8% of global
domestic value added in exports (2024).

+ GVC participation contributes to poverty reduction, with a 1% increase boosting
per capita income twice as much as conventional trade.

% GVCs promote employment creation, especially labour-intensive and female-
driven jobs, as seen in Bangladesh’s export apparel sector.

Global Doping Violations Report 2025
v The report was released by the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA).

+ India recorded the highest number of doping violations in the world for the third
year in a row.

156


https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

-*g TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM

ol Information is a Blessing

SHANKAR
IAS ACADEMY
.

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

v The World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) reported 260 doping cases involving
Indian athletes in 2024.

+ India’s positivity rate was 3.6 per cent, the highest among countries with large-
scale testing.

+ The National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA) of India conducted 7,113 doping tests
during the year.

« Other countries like France, Russia, China, and the United States reported fewer
violations.

BofA Report 2025

% India has become the world’s largest market for Al apps by daily and monthly
active users.

% The finding was released by Bank of America (BofA) Securities in its latest report.

« Popular Al apps used widely in India include ChatGPT, Google Gemini, and
Perplexity.

+ The report states that high smartphone use and low-cost mobile data support
this growth.

Y/

+ Increased Al app use may lead to higher average revenue per user (ARPU) for the
telecom operators.

Annual India Education Report 2025

« UNESCO released the seventh edition of report titled “Bhasha Matters: State of
the Education Report for India 2025”.

+ It focuses on Mother Tongue-Based Multilingual Education (MTB-MLE) in school
education.

« The report gives ten key recommendations, including clear state-level language
policies and better teacher training for multilingual teaching.

+ It recommends the creation of a national mission to improve coordination and
support for mother-tongue education.

+ The report states that learning in the mother tongue improves inclusion, learning
outcomes, and preservation of languages.

Report on Safety of Women in the Unorganised Sector

% The Parliamentary Committee on Empowerment of Women released the report
titled “Safety and Protection of Women in Unorganised Sector”.
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+ The report covers women working as construction workers, beedi workers,
domestic workers, and gig workers.

« It states that women migrant workers remain largely unrecorded and lack proper
protection under labour laws.

+ The report finds low enrolment of women workers in the Pradhan Mantri Shram
Yogi Maandhan (PM-SYM) Scheme in some regions.

+ It notes that many Local Committees under the Sexual Harassment of Women at
Workplace Act, 2013 are not fully functional or not well known.

+ Under the Palna Scheme of Mission Shakti, only 6.24% of funds were used and
only 2,425 Anganwadi-cum-Creche Centres are operational out of 14,599
approved.

NITI Aayog Report 2025

% NITI Aayog released a report on Public Research and Development (R&D)
Institutes in India.

+ India’s Gross Expenditure on Research and Development (GERD) reached about
%2 lakh crore in 2020-21, which is around 0.6% to 0.7% of Gross Domestic
Product (GDP).

+ The government sector contributes 63.6% of total R&D spending in India.

% Agriculture and allied sectors account for 51% of public R&D, followed by health
and information technology and telecommunication (IT and telecom).

« About 36% of public R&D institutes are located in southern India, while the
North-Eastern region has only 1.8%.

% Nearly 48% of central R&D institutions are located in the ten most populous cities
of the country.

NITI Aayog Report on Higher Education — 2025
« NITI Aayog released a report titled “Internationalisation of Higher Education”.

+ The report recommends 22 policy interventions to reduce the gap between Indian
students going abroad and foreign students coming to India.

s It proposes Vishwa Bandhu scholarships and fellowships to attract foreign
students and faculty.

v The report suggests an Erasmus Plus-like academic mobility programme
(Erasmus Plus is a European Union student exchange programme).

% It recommends a 10 billion USD research fund called Bharat Vidya Kosh.

+ The roadmap supports foreign university campuses in India under a “campus
within campus” model.
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State of Marginal Farmers in India 2025

R/

+ The State of Marginal Farmers in India 2025 report was released by the Forum
of Enterprises for Equitable Development (FEED) on Kisan Diwas (December 23,
2025).

s The report found that less than 25% of marginal farmers are linked to agricultural
cooperatives, even though they make up 60-70% of India’s agricultural
households.

s Marginal farmers are defined as cultivators who own less than one hectare of
land.

+ Cooperative participation was especially low in Bihar, Tripura, and Himachal
Pradesh.

+ Barriers to cooperative engagement include complex membership procedures,
long distances to Primary Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS), limited availability
of capital, social exclusion, and gender gaps.

Y/

+ Marginal farmers who accessed cooperatives reported higher household income,
improved livelihood security, and better access to credit, agricultural inputs, and
public services.

STATES

First Integrated Financial City
+ Amaravati has been designated as India’s first Integrated Financial City.

+ The project will house major public sector banks and financial institutions in one
planned financial hub.

% More than 15 nationalised banks and financial bodies have begun infrastructure
construction.

+ The initiative also includes district-level training hubs for Quantum Valley and
Artificial Intelligence (Al) projects to support future-ready banking.

Aadhaar for Birth Proof

v The governments of Uttar Pradesh and Maharashtra have instructed all
departments to stop using Aadhaar as proof of birth.

% Aadhaar (Unique Identification Authority of India — UIDAI ID card) is not accepted
because it does not contain any official birth record.
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+ The Births and Deaths Registration (Amendment) Act, 2023, requires birth
details to be verified only through authorised government registrars.

* Maharashtra has started a 16-point verification process, which checks
documents such as hospital birth records, school admission records and
vaccination cards.

« Birth certificates issued using only Aadhaar after August 2023 will be reviewed
again and may be cancelled.

+ The Supreme Court has allowed Aadhaar only as identity proof for voter lists, not
as proof of date of birth.

The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Bill, 2025

@,

+ The Assam Legislative Assembly approved the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(Assam Amendment) Bill, 2025.

+ The Bill exempts the traditional buffalo fight, locally called Moh Juj, from the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960.

Y/

+ The buffalo fights are part of the mid-January Magh Bihu festival in Assam.

+ The government stated that Moh Juj is a cultural tradition and helps preserve
native buffalo breeds.

Y/

+ Assam’s amendment is similar to exemptions in Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, and
Karnataka for cultural practices like Jallikattu and bullock cart racing.

Karnataka’s Quantum City Blueprint

s Karnataka unveiled India’s first Quantum City (Q-City) blueprint at the 28th
Bengaluru Tech Summit 2025.

+ The Quantum City is planned at Hesaraghatta, Karnataka, under a ¥1,000-crore
Quantum Mission.

« The Quantum City aims to promote quantum research, innovation, and
commercialization in India.

+ It will include research labs, a Quantum Hardware Park, cryogenic testing units,
and quantum cloud/data centres.

+ Karnataka will also set up a %1,136-crore Quantum Supremacy Centre in
Bengaluru for quantum chip fabrication.

India’s First ‘1 Bio’ Facility

+ Telangana launched 1 Bio, India’s first single-use bioprocess design and scale-
up facility, in Genome Valley, Hyderabad.
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+ 1 Bio provides end-to-end process development and pilot-scale validation for
start-ups and established biotech companies.

«» The facility features bioreactors up to 500 litres, advanced upstream and
downstream systems, analytical labs, and training centres.

+ A bioprocess design centre was developed in partnership with Thermo Fisher
Scientific, with X90 crore investment from the firm.

% The launch marks 25 years of Genome Valley and supports Telangana’s goal of
attracting %1 lakh crore investments in Life Sciences by 2030.

Land Ownership for Tea Workers

@,

+ Assam passed the Assam Fixation of Ceiling of Land Holdings (Amendment) Act,
2025.

+ The law grants legal ownership of residential land to families living in tea garden
labour lines.

« It removes these lands from the category of ancillary land in tea cultivation.

% The government will notify the plot sizes to be allotted and provide compensation
of about 265.57 crore at the rate of 33,000 per bigha.

s Assam has 825 tea estates with labour colonies covering over 2 lakh bighas of
land.

+ The amendment aims to correct long-standing inequities faced by tea worker
families and strengthen their social and economic security.

Dao and Yak Churpi

% Arunachal Pradesh’s traditional blade Dao and highland cheese Yak Churpi
received the Geographical Indication (GI) tag in November 2025.

+ Dao is handcrafted by tribal artisans using traditional forging methods and
represents cultural identity and craftsmanship.

+ Yak Churpi is a dairy product made from indigenous Arunachali Yak milk, mainly
in West Kameng and Tawang districts, with a dense texture, high nutrition, and
long shelf-life.

% Arunachal Pradesh has about 20 GI-tagged items so far and aims to reach S0 by
2030.

Konark and International Sand Art Festivals 2025

% Odisha Chief Minister has inaugurated the 36th Konark Festival and 15th
International Sand Art Festival.
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+ The festivals run for five days to celebrate Odisha’s culture.

+ The Konark Festival is held at the Sun Temple and showcases India’s classical
dance forms and music.

+ The International Sand Art Festival is held at Chandrabhaga Beach and features
sand sculptures by national and international artists.

Scheduled Tribe Status in Assam

+ Assam Cabinet approved a report recommending Scheduled Tribe (ST) status for
six communities.

Y/

+ The communities are Tai Ahoms, Tea Tribes (Adivasis), Moran, Matak (Motok),
Chutia, and Koch-Rajbongshi.

+ These communities are currently listed under Assam’s Other Backwards Classes
(OBC) category.
% The report will be sent to the Ministry of Home Affairs for further action.

« Granting ST status aims to address long-standing demands and provide social
and economic benefits to these groups.

% Article 366 (25) defines STs as communities deemed under Article 342 to be
Scheduled Tribes for the purposes of the Constitution.

Y/

s Article 342 Clause (1) - The President of India is empowered to specify the
communities to be deemed as STs in a particular State or Union Territory.

% Article 342 Clause (2) - It grants the Parliament the exclusive power to include or
exclude any community from the ST list through a legislative Act and once
Parliament enacts a law, the Presidential order cannot be modified by a
subsequent notification.

e-Swathu 2.0

+ Karnataka launched the upgraded e-Swathu 2.0 platform to digitalise property
management in gram panchayats.

+ The initiative aims to regularise 95 lakh rural properties and generate up to
32,000 crore in revenue.

+ Digital e-khata documents (Forms 11A and 11B) will be issued, with 11B
accounts provided within 15 days.

« The platform centralises property records and streamlines tax assessment,
collection, and layout approvals.

s 238 Gram panchayats received the Gandhi Gram Award for governance and
development achievements during the launch.
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Mukhyamantri Bharat Darshan Yojana

R/

+ Bihar Government launched this scheme for students of state-run secondary
schools.

+ The scheme aims to promote cultural awareness, national integration, and
experiential learning.

« Students of Classes 9 to 12 will visit historical monuments, cultural centres, and
major sites across India.

+ The scheme expands the earlier Mukhyamantri Bihar Darshan Yojana, which
covered tours within Bihar for primary and middle school students.

‘Sahajeevan’ Stray Dog Management Project - Assam

+ The Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) launched the “Sahajeevan” project
after the Supreme Court directives to shift stray dogs from public places to
shelters.

+ The project focuses on relocating dogs safely, vaccinating them, and promoting
human-animal coexistence.

« Since 2014, GMC has sterilised 24,016 dogs under the Animal Birth Control
(ABC) programme.

+ But the dog bite cases in Assam rose from 90,000 (2013) to 1.5 lakh (2024).

+ The new project aims to expand the vaccination, sterilisation, and feeding
arrangements to control the rising stray dog population.

Child Marriage Elimination Plan

s Telangana has marked 26 high-risk districts for an intensive child marriage
elimination drive within one year.

+ The initiative is part of the “Bal Vivah Mukt Bharat” campaign by the Ministry of
Women and Child Development (MWCD).

s Just Rights for Children (JRC), a coalition of over 250 non-governmental
organisations (NGOs), supports the programme.

+ National Family Health Survey V (NFHS-V, 2019-21) shows 23.5% of women in
Telangana married before age 18.

s JRC prevented 10,518 child marriages in Telangana and over 1 lakh nationwide
in the past year.

% A 100-day action plan includes awareness in schools, religious places, marriage
service providers, and local communities.
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Hate Speech and Hate Crimes Bill 2025

+ The Karnataka Cabinet approved this Bill, which will be tabled in the Winter
session of the State legislature in Belagavi.

+ The Bill defines hate speech as any expression made or shared to create injury,
disharmony, enmity or hatred based on religion, race, caste, gender, language,
disability or other factors.

+ Punishment for a hate crime includes imprisonment from 1 to 7 years and a fine
of 250,000.

% Repeat offences carry 2 to 10 years of imprisonment and a fine of X1 lakh.

+ The Bill empowers authorities to block or remove hate crime material from any
platform, including electronic media.

+ Karnataka has become the first state in India to introduce legislation specifically
targeting hate speech

Sainik Tujhe Salaam program

+ Assam launched the programme to honour military veterans above 90 years, Veer
Naris, and Veer Mothers on Armed Forces Flag Day.

+ District administrations and sainik welfare offices will conduct annual home
visits to recognise the service of veterans and address their welfare needs.

% Assam has approximately 41,968 ex-servicemen and 10,361 Veer Naris
supported under its veteran welfare network.

% The state received national commendation in September 2025 for its effective
welfare mechanisms for ex-servicemen and their families.

Project Mahadeva

+ The Government of Maharashtra launched Project Mahadeva to find and train
boys and girls under 13 years of age in football.

+ The selection was done through district-level, regional and state-level trials
across Maharashtra.

s A total of 30 boys and 30 girls were chosen, and each will receive a full five-year
scholarship that includes coaching, academics, nutrition, fitness and training
support.

% As part of the programme, all 60 selected players will train with football legend
Lionel Messi at the GOAT Football Clinic in Mumbai.

+ The scheme aims to build a strong grassroots football system by supporting
young talent in a long-term manner.
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World Record in Solar Pumps installation

+ Maharashtra installed 45,911 off-grid solar agricultural pumps in 30 days,
setting a Guinness World Record.

+ The installations were carried out under PM-KUSUM (Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja
Suraksha evam Utthan Mahabhiyan) Component B and Magel Tyala Saur Krushi
Pump Yojana.

+ The state has installed over 7.47 lakh solar pumps so far, aiming for 10.45 lakh.

Bhumi Sudhar Samvad

@,

% The Bihar government will start the ‘Bhumi Sudhar Samvad’ programme to settle
land disputes quickly.

Y/

+ People can show their land documents for immediate help in Patna first and later
in Lakhisarai.

Y/

+ A special team called ‘Udan Dasta’ will check and stop land-related fraud.

% A campaign to remove encroachments will begin in March with action against
illegal occupation.

Y/

+ The plan aims to improve land governance and make the system more
transparent for the public.

Watershed Mahotsav 2025

+ The State-Level Watershed Mahotsav 2025 was inaugurated in Kohima,
Nagaland, along with the launch of Mission Watershed Punarutthan.

+ The mission aims to rejuvenate traditional water bodies, restore degraded land,
and enhance water-harvesting systems through active community participation.

s Its goals include ensuring water security, promoting rural sustainability,
restoring ecological balance, and reviving springs and watershed structures.

+ Under the PM Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY), fourteen watershed projects
have been approved in Nagaland.

+ North Eastern States receive 90% central assistance for implementing watershed
and water-security schemes.

Pagdi Rules Reforms

+ Maharashtra has introduced a new law to dismantle the century-old Pagdi system
in Mumbai.

+ The Pagdi system, dating before India’s Independence, allowed tenants to pay a
one-time premium for near-permanent occupancy at very low rents.
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« Over time, the system caused building deterioration, stalled redevelopment, and
led to legal disputes.

+ The new framework provides tenants with clearer rights or ownership stakes in
redeveloped properties.

+ Landlords may receive fair compensation, revised rents, and redevelopment
benefits to make projects viable.

+ The law aims to reduce litigation, bring transparency, and accelerate the
redevelopment of ageing Pagdi buildings.

Parakh Survey - Arunachal Pradesh

@,

% Arunachal Pradesh secured the 17th rank in the Parakh Rashtriya Sarvekshan
2024.

+ The survey assessed learning outcomes of students in Grades 3, 6, and 9 across
India.
< The state ranked 12th in Grade 9, 14th in Grade 6, and 24th in Grade 3.

+ Language subject scores in Grades 6 and 9 were above the national average.

+ Parakh Rashtriya Sarvekshan is conducted under the National Education Policy
(NEP) framework.

MahaCrimeOS Al Platform

s MahaCrimeOS Al was launched by the Maharashtra State Government to control
cybercrime.

% It is developed jointly by the Government of Maharashtra and Microsoft.

% It is India’s first Artificial Intelligence (Al)-based cybercrime investigation
platform.

+ The platform helps police investigate online fraud, identity theft, and digital
crimes faster.

Karnataka Social Boycott Bill 2025

+ Karnataka Social Boycott (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Bill, 2025, aims
to criminalise social boycott practices imposed on individuals, families, or groups.

+ It covers boycotts enforced by caste panchayats and informal community bodies.

% Any person who imposes, directs, or encourages a social boycott will be treated
as an offender.
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+ The punishment includes imprisonment up to three years, or a fine up to %1 lakh,
or both.

+ The Bill provides for the appointment of a Social Boycott Prohibition Officer to
support victims and ensure enforcement.

Clean Air Projects in UP and Haryana

+ The World Bank approved projects worth 600 million US dollars to improve air
quality in Uttar Pradesh (UP) and Haryana.

+ The projects aim to benefit about 270 million people by reducing air pollution.

+ The Uttar Pradesh Clean Air Management Program (UPCAMP) has a budget of
299.66 million US dollars.

+ The Haryana Clean Air Project for Sustainable Development has a budget of 300
million US dollars.

Y/

+ The projects are part of the Regional Air Quality Management Program in the
Indo-Gangetic Plains and Himalayan Foothills.

Holy Cities in Punjab

+ The Punjab government has declared Amritsar, Sri Anandpur Sahib (Rupnagar
district), and Talwandi Sabo (Sri Damdama Sahib, Bathinda district) as the Holy
Cities.

+ The declaration aims to protect the religious sanctity and cultural character of
these cities.

+ Sale and consumption of liquor and intoxicants are restricted within the notified
municipal limits.

+ The sale and consumption of meat are also banned in these areas.

White Spot Disease - Andhra Pradesh

+ White Spot Disease has been detected in shrimp farms in Andhra Pradesh.
+ It is a highly deadly viral infection in farmed shrimp.

« It is caused by a virus called White Spot Syndrome Virus (WSSV).

% This virus can also affect other crustaceans like crabs and lobsters.

s Itwas 1lst reported in Taiwan (1992), and later spread across Asia, Latin America,
and other shrimp-producing regions.
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Battlefield Tourism in Sikkim

+ Cho-La and Dok-La in Sikkim were opened for tourists under the Bharat Rann
bhoomi Darshan initiative.

% Dok-La (Doklam) is located at 13,780 feet in the Chumbi Valley near the India-
China-Bhutan tri-junction and saw a military stand-off in 2017.

% Cho-La is located at 17,780 feet and was a conflict site between India and China
in 1967.

+ The sites are developed under the Vibrant Village Program to promote border
tourism and local livelihoods.

+ Nathu-La, already a tourist spot, is another site included under the Rannbhoomi
Darshan initiative in Sikkim.

MLAs Salary hike — Odisha

+ The Odisha Assembly passed a Bill to triple the monthly salary of the Chief
Minister, Ministers, and Members of the Legislative Assembly (MLAs).

+ Under the revised structure, an MLA will receive 33.45 lakh per month, up from
%1.10 lakh in 2007.

+ The Chief Minister’s monthly pay is ¥3.74 lakh, including salary of 21 lakh, car
allowance of 91,000, and sumptuary allowance of 31.83 lakh.

% The Deputy CM will get 33.68 lakh, Cabinet Ministers 33.62 lakh, and Ministers
of State ¥3.56 lakh per month.

+ The Speaker’s salary is 33.68 lakh, the Deputy Speaker's 33.56 lakh, and the
Leader of Opposition and Government Chief Whip's 33.62 lakh.

s Odisha’s per capita income is %31,82,548 per year, below the national average of
%2,05,324.

West Bengal University Bills

+ The President of India rejected the West Bengal Assembly amendment bill
proposing the CM as Chancellor of state universities.

% Governor Dr. C. V. Bose had reserved the bill for the President’s consideration on
20 April 2024.

% Another amendment bill related to Aliah University, proposing the CM as Amir-
e-Jamia or Chancellor, was also rejected.

% The existing arrangement remains unchanged, and the Governor continues as
Chancellor under the current legal framework.

+ The bills aimed to replace the Governor with the CM in the role of Chancellor, but
the proposal was not approved.
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Gig Workers Bill 2025 - Jharkhand

+ The Jharkhand Platform Based Gig Workers (Registration and Welfare) Bill, 2025
has been approved by the state government.

+ The Act provides the social security, welfare, and economic protection for gig and
platform-based workers.

« It applies to workers engaged through digital platforms and aggregators in sectors
such as delivery, transport, and on-demand services.

< A Gig Workers’ Welfare Board will be set up to register workers, issue identity
cards, and oversee welfare schemes.

Y/

+ The law mandates minimum wages and social security benefits, and aggregators
violating its provisions may be fined up to Rs 10 lakh.

Rare Earth Corridor

@,

+ Andhra Pradesh has a continuous belt of rare earth element (REE)-rich beach
sand deposits along its coastline.

Y/

+ The corridor stretches 974 km from Srikakulam to Nellore, with key sites
including Bhimunipatnam, Kalingapatnam, Kakinada, Narsapur,
Machilipatnam, Chirala, Vodarevu, Ramayapatnam, and Dugarajapatnam.

+ Deposits are rich in monazite, containing 55-60% rare earth oxides and 8-10%
thorium.

+ The state holds 30-35% of India’s monazite reserves and contains light rare earth
elements like neodymium, praseodymium, lanthanum, and cerium.

% Infrastructure includes Indian Rare Earths Limited (IREL) processing plant at
Gudur and beach sand separation units.

350 Years of Guru Tegh Bahadur

+ The Haryana Assembly passed a resolution to mark the 350th martyrdom year
of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur, the Ninth Sikh Guru.

+ He founded the town of Chak-Nanki in Punjab, which later became part of
Anandpur Sahib.

% His writings include 116 poetic hymns in the Guru Granth Sahib, the sacred
scripture of Sikhism.

% Guru Tegh Bahadur is remembered for protecting India’s honour, defending the
religious freedom, and upholding truth and justice.

% The state announced the Guru Tegh Bahadur Agricultural College in Kishanpura.

% A commemorative coin, postage stamp, and a coffee table book were also released
to honour his legacy.
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Saat Nischay-3

R/

+ Bihar Cabinet approved the Saat Nischay-3 programme for 2025-2030 to develop
the State.

+ The program focuses on income, employment, industry, agriculture, education,
health, infrastructure, and ease of living.

% Seven key resolves: Double Employment-Double Income, Prosperous Industry-
Empowered Bihar, Progress in Agriculture, Advanced Education, Accessible
Health, Strong Foundation-Modern Expansion, Respect for All-Easy Life.

+ Under the women’s employment scheme, the government provides 310,000 for
self-employment and up to %2 lakh for business expansion.

Y/

% Industrial development includes 25 new sugar mills and restarting 9 closed sugar
mills; urban and education infrastructure is being upgraded.

+ Health facilities include block-level speciality hospitals and incentives for rural
doctors; sports and film cities are planned for cultural and athletic promotion.

Y/

+ A total of 430 schemes from previous initiatives will be completed under the new
programme.

Pa Pa Pagli Project

% The Pa Pa Pagli Project is being implemented in Dahod district of Gujarat.
+ It is a pre-school learning programme for children aged three to six years.
+ The project is carried out at Anganwadi centres.

+ Children are taught through play-based activities and games-cum-learning
methods.

+ It is supported by United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) India.

Budget Reform - Madhya Pradesh
+ Madhya Pradesh will introduce a rolling budget from the financial year 2026-27.

% The rolling budget will include indicative estimates for three consecutive years:
2026-27, 2027-28, and 2028-29.

% The 2025-26 capital expenditure is Rs 82,513 crore, the highest ever for the state.

% Rolling budgets allow periodic revision based on performance and changing
economic conditions.

% The upcoming budget will focus on agriculture, farmers’ incomes, and inclusive
development.
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PPP-Model Medical Colleges

R/

+ India announced its first medical colleges under the Public—Private Partnership
(PPP) model in the tribal districts of Madhya Pradesh.

« Four colleges are planned in Dhar, Betul, Katni, and Panna, linked with existing
district hospitals.

« The PPP (Public-Private Partnership) model allows joint investment and
management by the government and private sector.

+ Government incentives include Viability Gap Funding (VGF), India Infrastructure
Project Development Fund (IIPDF), long-term debt support, and up to 100%
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI).

Y/

+ The project aims to strengthen medical education and public healthcare delivery
in tribal regions.

Rooftop Solar Installations 2025

% Gujarat crossed five lakh residential rooftop solar installations as of December
2025.

+ The total installed rooftop solar capacity in the state is 1,879 MW.
s The state aims to reach 10 lakh installations by March 2027.

< Residential households have availed of 23,778 crore in subsidies under the
rooftop solar scheme.

+ Policy reforms allow households to sell surplus electricity to the grid without
banking charges.

Rashtra Prerna Sthal
+ Prime Minister inaugurated Rashtra Prerna Sthal in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh

% It marks the 101st birth anniversary of the former Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee.

« It featured 65-feet-high bronze statues of Vajpayee, Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee,

and Deendayal Upadhyaya.

+ The lotus-shaped state-of-the-art museum displayed India’s national journey, the
formation of Bharatiya Jana Sangh (BJS), and the contributions of these leaders
through digital and immersive technologies.

% It was developed under the Basant Kunj scheme of the Lucknow Development
Authority (LDA), and construction began in 2022.
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Dhanu Yatra
+ Dhanu Yatra was inaugurated at Bargarh in Odisha.

« It is held annually and is recognised as the world’s largest open-air theatre
festival.

+ During the festival, Bargarh is shown as the ancient city of Mathura.

+ The event depicts episodes from the life of Lord Krishna, including the defeat of
King Kansa.

+ Dhanu Yatra has been given National Festival status by the Central Government.

Smartphone Ban in Rajasthan

+ A caste panchayat in Jalore district of Rajasthan has banned smartphone use for
married women of a section of the Jat community.

+ The decision was taken on December 21, 2025, at a meeting held in Ghazipur
village.

% The ban will come into effect from Republic Day in 2026.

+ The order was issued by the Sundhamata Patti panchayat of the Chaudhary clan
and applies to 15 villages.

+ Married women are not allowed to carry camera-enabled smartphones to
weddings, public places, or neighbours’ houses.

+ Only basic keypad phones are allowed for making voice calls, while students may
use smartphones at home for education.

Murshidabad Mob Lynching case

¢ A court in Murshidabad district of West Bengal sentenced 13 persons to life
imprisonment for a mob lynching case.

+ The incident took place at Jafrabad village in Samserganj, Murshidabad.

% The lynching occurred during a violent protest against the Waqf (Amendment)
Act, 2025.

% The accused were convicted under Section 103(2) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), which deals with mob lynching.

+ This is the second conviction for mob lynching in India and the first such
conviction in West Bengal under the BNS.

% The court directed the West Bengal Government to pay 315 lakh as compensation
to the victims’ family.
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World’s Largest Prehistoric Snake

R/

+ Fossil remains found in Gujarat suggest the existence of an exceptionally large
prehistoric snake from the early Eocene epoch (around 47 million years ago).

+ The fossils were discovered in sedimentary rock layers formed during the Eocene,
one of the warmest geological periods in Earth’s history.

¢ Scientific analysis places the snake in the madtsoiid group (an extinct family of
giant snakes).

+ The discovery may redefine the debate on the world’s largest snake, as it
highlights body bulk and strength, not just length.

TRRP Recognition for Odisha Villages

« Twenty-four coastal villages in Odisha have been recognized as Tsunami Ready
under the Tsunami Ready Recognition Programme (TRRP) by UNESCO.

% TRRP is a voluntary, community-based programme by UNESCO’s
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) to improve coastal disaster
preparedness.

+ The programme uses twelve preparedness indicators to assess risk awareness,
evacuation planning, warning systems, and community drills.

+ India’s National Tsunami Ready Recognition Board (NTRB), under the Ministry of
Earth Sciences, implements the TRRP with support from the Indian Tsunami
Early Warning Centre (ITEWC) and National Disaster Management Authority
(NDMA).

+ Recognition is renewable every four years, and villages must maintain high
awareness of tsunami hazards, public display of evacuation maps, 24-hour
warning systems, and participation in mock drills.

e-Swasthya Samvad Platform

+ The Rajasthan government launched “e-Swasthya Samvad”, a digital platform to
improve governance, transparency, and coordination in medical education.

« The platform connects policymakers, medical institutions, faculty, doctors,
nursing staff, students, and the public for faster decision-making.

s Meetings are held twice a week via video conferencing in two phases: senior
officials first, then open interaction.

+ Discussions cover health schemes, infrastructure, budget, Chief Minister’s Office
directives, grievance redressal through CMIS and CP-Grams, and operational
issues.
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% Action-taken reports are required within 72 hours, reinforcing accountability
across Rajasthan’s medical education system.

‘Green to Gold’ Initiative

+ Himachal Pradesh has launched regulated industrial hemp cultivation under the
‘Green to Gold’ initiative to boost the rural economy and sustainable
development.

+ The initiative aims for a self-reliant Himachal Pradesh by 2027 and positioning
the state as a leader in India’s bio-economy.

* Hemp cultivation is strictly regulated, with tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) content
capped at 0.3%, making it non-intoxicating and unsuitable for drug misuse.

+ Hemp applications include textiles, bioplastics, medicine, cosmetics, biofuel, and
hempcrete, a low-carbon, eco-friendly construction material.

+ Hemp is climate-resilient, requires 50% less water than cotton, and grows well in
marginal and degraded soils, making it ideal for Himachal’s hill regions.

+ The initiative is expected to generate I1000-2000 crore annually, create
livelihoods for farmers, startups, and rural youth, and reduce dependence on
imports.

PERSONALITIES, AWARDS, AND EVENTS

Kamla Bhasin Award 2025

< Mohana Sundari, an auto driver from Chennai, won the Kamla Bhasin Award
(South Asia) 2025 for promoting gender equality.

% She is the first recipient from Tamil Nadu and received the award in Kathmandu,
Nepal.

+ The award is instituted by The Azad Foundation, National Foundation for India,
and iPartner India.

+ Mohana is the President of Veera Pengal Munnetra Sangam (VPMS), a cooperative
of over 600 women auto drivers.

% VPMS supports women drivers, many of whom are single parents, with financial
stability, emergency funds, and access to schemes like ESI (Employees’ State
Insurance) and PF (Provident Fund).
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WorldSkills Asia Competition 2025

+ India participated for the first time in the World Skills Asia Competition (WSAC)
2025.

+ The competition promotes excellence in Technical and Vocational Education and
Training (TVET) across Asia.

s WSAC 2025 was held in Chinese Taipei and included 44 skills like robotics, web
technology, and industrial design.

% India ranked 8th overall among 29 participating nations.

+ India won 1 Silver, 2 Bronze medals, and 3 Medallions for Excellence.

Global Forum on Tax Information Exchange

@,

% The 18th Plenary Meeting of the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange
of Information for Tax Purposes was held in New Delhi.

Y/

+ The theme of the meeting was “Tax Transparency: Delivering a Shared Vision
Through International Cooperation.”

+ The Global Forum has 172 member jurisdictions and works to prevent the tax
evasion and improve financial transparency.

+ The plenary reviews two main standards: Exchange of Information on Request
(EOIR) and Automatic Exchange of Information (AEOI).

+ India has been a member of the Global Forum since 2009 and holds positions in
the Steering Group and Peer Review Groups.

World Summit on Disaster Management 2025
< The summit was held in Dehradun, Uttarakhand.

% The main theme was “Strengthening International Cooperation for Building
Resilient Communities.”

+ The summit aims to promote the cooperation, share knowledge, and develop
solutions for reducing disaster risks.

« Uttarakhand will receive three new weather radars at Haridwar, Pantnagar, and
Auli.

v The new radars will add to the existing systems at Surkanda Devi, Mukteshwar,
and Lansdowne for real-time weather forecasting.

s The event also marked the anniversary of the Silkyara Tunnel rescue mission.
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Ramoji Excellence Awards 2025

+ Amla Ashok Ruia received the top honour in rural development at the inaugural
Ramoji Excellence Awards 2025 in Hyderabad.

% She is known as “Water Mother”.

+ Ruia’s work through the Aakar Charitable Trust focuses on water-harvesting and
improving livelihoods in drought-affected regions.

+ Ruia’s initiatives involve building check dams and supporting agricultural
resilience across multiple drought-prone villages.

+ Other awardees included Jaideep Hardikar (journalism), Srikanth Bolla (Youth
Icon), Pallabi Ghosh (women’s achievements), and Prof Madhavi Latha Gali
(science and technology).

% The Ramoji Excellence Awards were launched in 2025 to honour contributions
in service, discipline, and nation-building.

World Athlete Awards 2025

% Armand Duplantis of Sweden and Sydney McLaughlin-Levrone of the United
States were named World Athletes of the Year 2025.

+ The awards were presented by World Athletics after their dominant performances
at the World Championships in Tokyo, Japan.

+ Duplantis, a pole vault specialist, cleared 6.30 meters, breaking his own world
record four times in 2025.

+ He remained unbeaten in all 16 competitions he participated in and won his fifth
consecutive Diamond League title.

* McLaughlin-Levrone ran the 400m hurdles in 47.78 seconds at the World
Championships.

+ Other awardees included Nicola Olyslagers (high jump), Emmanuel Wanyonyi
(800m), Maria Perez (20km & 35km race walk), and Sebastian Sawe (marathons).

JSJB Awards 2025

+ The Ministry of Jal Shakti announced the Jal Sanchay Jan Bhagidari (JSJB)
Awards 2025.

v The awards are part of the Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the Rain (JSA: CTR)
campaign launched on 6 September 2024.

+ Best Performing States: Telangana, Chhattisgarh, and Rajasthan.

« Top Districts: Mirzapur (Uttar Pradesh), Balod (Chhattisgarh), and Adilabad
(Telangana).
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+ Best Municipal Corporations: Raipur (Chhattisgarh) and Hyderabad (Telangana).

+ Best NGOs and Philanthropists: Jaltara Save Groundwater, Art of Living, and
Karmabhoomi se Matrabhoomi.

Infosys Prize 2025 Winners

s The Infosys Science Foundation announced the Prize for the year 2025 in six
major categories.

% Each winner receives a gold medal, a citation, and prize money of $100,000.

+ Nikhil Agarwal, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA, won in Economics
for market design and allocation mechanisms.

+ Sushant Sachdeva, University of Toronto, Canada, won in Engineering and
Computer Science for mathematical optimization and algorithmic theory.

% Andrew Ollett, University of Chicago, USA, won in Humanities and Social
Sciences for research on Prakrit, Kannada, and Indian linguistics.

+ Anjana Badrinarayanan, the National Centre for Biological Sciences of Bengaluru
in India won in Life Sciences for DNA repair and genome maintenance studies.

+ Sabyasachi Mukherjee, Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, Mumbai, India,
won in Mathematical Sciences for complex dynamics and conformal
mathematics.

+ Karthish Manthiram, California Institute of Technology, USA, won in Physical
Sciences for sustainable electrochemical synthesis and renewable-driven
chemical manufacturing.

Sons of the Soil Awards Assam 2025

+ The Union Minister of Ports, Shipping and Waterways (MoPSW) conferred the
Sons of the Soil Emerging Achievers Award at the 5th Biennial Son of the Soil
Awards Assam 2025.

+ Five young achievers received the Emerging Achievers Award:
o Sukrita Baruah (Media and Communication)
o Sanghamitra Kalita (Entrepreneurship)
o Isharani Baruah (Sports)
o Himjyoti Talukdar (Art and Culture) and
o Dr. Debjani Borah (Conservation).
+ Five distinguished personalities received the Lifetime Achievement Award:

o Arun Nath (Art and Culture)
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o Ravi Shankar Ravi (News and Media)

o Mainuddin Ahmed (Sports)

o Lakhimi Baruah (Entrepreneurship) and
o Simanta Das (Public Service).

+» The Social Sector Development Award was given to Dr. Alaka Sarma and Akshar
Foundation.

+ The Son of the Soil Awards were instituted in 2016 and are organised by Care
Luit.

World Book of Records - Nitish Kumar
< Nitish Kumar became the first Indian Chief Minister to take oath ten times.
+» The World Book of Records, London, honoured him for this achievement

+ He first became Chief Minister (CM) in 2000 and has served mostly continuously
since 2005.

% His 10th swearing-in followed the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) victory in
the 2025 election.

EARTH Summit 2025

+ The EARTH (Empowering Agriculture, Rural Transformation and Holistic)
Summit 2025 was held in Gandhinagar, Gujarat.

K

+ More than 13 services and products were launched under the ‘Sahakar Sarathi
initiative.

+ They include Digi KCC (Digital Kisan Credit Card), Campaign Sarathi, Website

Sarathi, Cooperative Governance Index, ePACS (Electronic Primary Agricultural

Credit Societies), World’s Largest Grain Storage Application, Shiksha Sarathi,

and Sarathi Technology Forum.

+ The summit is the second in a series of three focused on rural economy and
development solutions.

% A policy framework will be finalised at the third meeting in Delhi in 2026.

« The initiative targets strengthening agriculture, animal husbandry, and
cooperatives in India.

National Handicrafts Awards 2023-24

+ President Droupadi Murmu presented the Shilp Guru and National Handicrafts
Awards on 9 December 2025 at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi.
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+ The awards were given for 2023 and 2024 during National Handicrafts Week
2025, held from 8 to 14 December.

s A total of 48 awards were presented, including 12 Shilp Guru Awards and 36
National Handicrafts Awards.

+ Awardees represented various crafts such as metalwork, woodwork, textiles,
painting, terracotta, leather puppetry, carpets, and cane-and-bamboo work.

% 20 women artisans were among the awardees.

s Some Shilp Guru Award recipients include Ajit Kumar Das, Sudhir Kumar
Maharana, D. Sivamma, Kamlesh Sharma, Subhash Arora, and Shaheen Anjum.

Shivraj Patil's demise

+ Senior Congress leader and former Union Home Minister Shivraj Patil passed
away recently.

+ He served as the 10th Speaker of the Lok Sabha from 1991 to 1996.

+ Patil held important Union Cabinet portfolios, including Defence, Commerce,
Civil Aviation, and Tourism.

+ He represented the Latur constituency in the Lok Sabha for seven consecutive
terms.

« Patil also served as the Governor of Punjab and Administrator of Chandigarh
from 2010 to 2015.

+ He was known for modernizing parliamentary practices, including broadcasting
proceedings and constructing the Parliament Library.

+ Patil resigned as Union Home Minister in 2008, taking moral responsibility for
the 26/11 Mumbai terror attack.

Ram Sutar Demise

+ Renowned sculptor Ram Vanji Sutar passed away at the age of 100 in Noida,
Uttar Pradesh.

+ He was the chief designer of the Statue of Unity in Gujarat, the world’s tallest
statue.

% His famous works include statues of Gandhi and Chhatrapati Shivaji at the
Parliament complex.

v He was awarded the Padma Shri (1999) and Padma Bhushan (2016).

+ He also received the Maharashtra Bhushan Puraskar, the highest civilian award
of Maharashtra.
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Prestigious Travel Awards

% Air India won the Best Domestic Airline title at the Travel + Leisure India & South
Asia Awards 2025 for the second consecutive year.

+ The award is entirely based on the reader (passenger) votes and reflects service
quality, comfort, reliability, and overall travel experience.

+ Air India is undergoing a major transformation, including fleet modernization
with 570 new aircraft orders and a USD 400 million retrofit programme.

+ Singapore Changi Airport was named the World’s Best International Airport 2025
at the same awards, based on global reader votes.

Y/

+ Changi Airport is recognised for passenger comfort, innovative design, indoor
gardens, the world’s tallest indoor waterfall, and immersive leisure zones.

First Wheelchair Passenger in Space

+ Michaela Benthaus, a German engineer, became the first wheelchair user to
travel to space.

% She crossed the Karman Line, located 100 kilometres above sea level, which
marks the edge of outer space.

« The mission was called NS-37 and launched from Van Horn, Texas, United
States.

% Michaela Benthaus is an aerospace and mechatronics engineer at the European
Space Agency (ESA).

Lokmat Parliamentary Awards 2025
+ The 6th Lokmat Parliamentary Awards held in New Delhi.

+ The awards recognise outstanding performance by MPs from the Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha.

+ Eight MPs received awards, including Digvijaya Singh and Sudha Murty from the
Rajya Sabha.

% Senior DMK leader and MP T. R. Baalu received the Lifetime Achievement Award
(Lok Sabha).

+ The Lokmat Parliamentary Awards were started in 2017 to recognise outstanding
work by Members of Parliament.

IUCN SSC Chair - Vivek Menon

+ Vivek Menon has been elected Chair of the IUCN Species Survival Commission
(SSC) for 2025-2029.
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+ He is the first Asian to lead the SSC in its 75-year history.
+ The SSC is the largest scientific network of the IUCN.

« It works to prevent species extinction and support the recovery of threatened
species.

+ The SSC manages the IUCN Red List, develops conservation policies, and guides
global biodiversity protection.

PRSI National Awards

% Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL) won eight national awards from the Public
Relations Society of India (PRSI).

+ The awards were presented at the 47th All India Public Relations Conference held
in Dehradun.

% SAIL was recognised for excellence in advertising, public relations, digital
communication, and event management.

Y/

+ Awards included Best Advertising Campaign using Al and Best Use of Al in Public
Relations.

Vinod Kumar Shukla's demise
+ Hindi poet and novelist Vinod Kumar Shukla, died in Raipur, Chhattisgarh.

% He was born in 1937 in Rajnandgaon (the present Chhattisgarh) and began his
writing career in 1971.

% He won the Jnanpith Award in 2024 and was the first writer from Chhattisgarh
to receive it.

% His well-known works include Naukar Ki Kameez and Deewar Mein Ek Khidki
Rehti Thi.

Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar 2025

s President Droupadi Murmu conferred the Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar 2025 at
Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi.

% A total of 24 awards were given under four categories: Vigyan Ratna, Vigyan Shri,
Vigyan Yuva and Vigyan Team.

+ The awards recognise contributions across 13 scientific fields, including physics,
chemistry, medicine, agriculture, atomic energy and space science.

+ The Vigyan Ratna award was given posthumously to physicist Jayant Vishnu
Narlikar for lifetime achievements.
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+ Eight scientists received Vigyan Shri, fourteen young scientists received Vigyan
Yuva, and one team received the Vigyan Team award.

+ Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar is India’s highest national award in science and
technology and is modelled on the Padma Awards.

Tata Transformation Prize 2025

R/

+ Three Bengaluru scientists — Padubidri V. Shivaprasad (National Centre for
Biological Sciences), Balasubramanian Gopal, and Ambarish Ghosh (Indian
Institute of Science) won the 2025 Tata Transformation Prize.

Y/

+ They were recognised for research in food security, sustainability, and
healthcare, respectively.

Y/

s Each will receive 22 crore to advance their research and its real-world impact.

Y/

+ Shivaprasad works on epigenetic engineering in rice to improve stress tolerance
and nutrition.

Y/

+ Gopal has developed sustainable chemical production using bioengineered E.
coli, and Ghosh uses magnetic nanorobots for targeted cancer treatment.

PMRBP Awards 2025

% Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar (PMRBP) is a national award given
annually by the President of India to children below 18 years.

« PMRBP is awarded for exceptional achievements in Bravery, Social Service,
Environment, Sports, Art & Culture, and Science & Technology.

s In 2025, 20 children from 18 States/UTs received the award, presented by the
President of India in New Delhi.

+ Vaibhav Suryavanshi, a 14-year-old Indian cricketer, received the award in the
Sports category for his achievements in domestic, Under-19 (U-19), and Indian
Premier League (IPL) cricket.

+ He became the youngest centurion in List A cricket (Vijay Hazare Trophy), Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy (T20), and the Indian Premier League (IPL).

% Other awardees include Vyoma Priya (TN) and Kamlesh Kumar (Bihar) for
Bravery, Esther Lalduhawmi Hnamte (Mizoram) for Art & Culture, Arnav
Anupriya Maharshi (Maharashtra) for Science & Technology, and Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi (Bihar) for Sports.

% A maximum of 25 awards are given annually, each consisting of a medal and a
certificate.
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SPORTS

Summer Deaflympics 2025
+ The 25t Summer Deaflympics 2025 was held in Tokyo, Japan.

+ The event was organized by the International Committee of Sports for the Deaf
(ICSD), also called Comité International des Sports des Sourds (CISS).

% Ukraine topped the medal tally with 100 medals (32 gold, 39 silvers, 29 bronze).

+ India achieved its best-ever rank at 6th place with 20 medals (9 gold, 7 silvers, 4
bronze).

R/

% Indian shooters won 16 out of 20 medals.

+ The medal design, themed “Spreading Our Wings”.
+ The next edition will be the 2027 Winter Deaflympics in Innsbruck, Austria.

Khelo India University Games 2025

s The 5th edition of Khelo India University Games (KIUG 2025) was held across
seven cities in Rajasthan.

+ Chandigarh University topped the medal tally with 67 medals, followed by Lovely
Professional University (78 medals) and Guru Nanak Dev University (72 medals).

% Olympian Srihari Nataraj, high jumper Pooja Singh, archer Aditi Swami, wrestler
Mansi Lather, and shooter Ashi Chouksey were among the top athletes.

+ The games were organized under the Khelo India Programme by the Ministry of
Youth Affairs and Sports, Sports Authority of India.

ISSF World Cup 2025

% India won six medals at the 2025 ISSF (International Shooting Sport Federation)
World Cup Final in Doha, Qatar.

+ The medal tally included two golds, three silvers, and one bronze.
+ India finished second in the overall medals table behind China.

% Gold medals were won by Simranpreet Kaur Brar (women’s 25m pistol) and
Suruchi Phogat (women’s 10m air pistol).

+ Silver medals were won by Sainyam, Aishwary Pratap Singh Tomar (men’s SOm
rifle 3 positions), and Anish Bhanwala (men’s 25m rapid-fire pistol).

+ Bronze medal was won by Samrat Rana (men’s 10m air pistol).
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FEI Asian Championships 2025

+ The FEI (International Federation for Equestrian Sports) Asian Equestrian
Championships 2025 were held in Pattaya, Thailand.

+ India won a total of five medals: one gold and four silver.

+» Ashish Limaye won India’s first Eventing gold, and Shruti Vora earned three silver
medals in Dressage events.

+ Thailand topped the medal tally with seven medals.

KIUG 2025 - Chandigarh University

% Chandigarh University became the first university in India to win the Khelo India
University Games (KIUG) title for two consecutive years.

s At KIUG 2025, held in Rajasthan, the university won a total of 67 medals: 42
gold, 14 silvers, and 11 bronze.

% Canoeing and Kayaking were introduced for the first time in KIUG 2025, where
Chandigarh University won 23 gold medals.

Asian Youth Para Games 2025

+ The fifth edition of the Asian Youth Para Games 2025 was held in Dubai, United
Arab Emirates (UAE).

% India finished seventh in the medal tally with 102 medals, including 36 gold, 28
silvers, and 38 bronze.

+ Uzbekistan topped the medal table with 197 medals, while Iran finished second
and Japan secured third place.

+ The official mascot of the games was “Foxy,” inspired by the Emirati Desert Fox.

First Khelo India Tribal Games 2026

+ The logo, theme song and mascot of the first Khelo India Tribal Games (KITG)
were unveiled in Bilaspur, Chhattisgarh.

+ The Khelo India Tribal Games will be held from February 14, 2026.
% Chhattisgarh is the first state to host the Khelo India Tribal Games.
s ‘Morveer’ is the official mascot, reflecting the cultural identity of Chhattisgarh.

+ The Games are organised under the Khelo India Scheme by the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports.
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IMPORTANT DAYS

Day of Remembrance for All Victims of Chemical Warfare 2025 - November
30

+ The day is officially recognised by the United Nations (UN) and has been observed
since 2005.

s Earlier, April 29 was chosen as the date for the event's celebration because the
Chemical Weapons Convention entered into force on that day in 1997.

+ Meanwhile, April 29 was designated "International Day for the Foundation of the
Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons" instead.

% The date was changed to November 30 at the 20th COP to the Chemical Weapons
Convention in 2015.

Nagaland Statehood Day 2025 - December 01

+ Nagaland became the 16th state of India on 1 December 1963 after the State of
Nagaland Act (1962).

+ Itislocated in Northeast India and borders Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur,
and Myanmar.

+ The capital city of Nagaland is Kohima.

+ Nagaland has 16 major tribes, including Konyak, Ao, Sema, and Angami.

World AIDS Day 2025 - December 01

% HIV (Human Immunodeficiency Virus) is a virus that attacks the body’s immune
system, especially the CD4 cells that help fight infections.

+ The day was first celebrated in 1988 as the world’s first global health day.

+ The aim is to promote prevention, testing, treatment, and to support people living
with HIV.

+ The theme for 2025 is Overcoming disruption, transforming the AIDS response.

s In 2024, about 40.8 million people were living with HIV and 1.3 million acquired
HIV.

International Day for the Abolition of Slavery 2025 - December 02

% The main aim of the day is to eliminate all forms of modern slavery and protect
the rights of victims worldwide.

+ The United Nations began this observance based on the 1949 UN Convention
against human trafficking and exploitation.
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+ The theme for 2025 is “Acknowledge the past. Repair the present. Build a future
of dignity and justice.”

+ Global reports estimate that around 50 million people are affected by modern
slavery.

+ Modern slavery includes forced labour, forced marriage, human trafficking, and
the worst forms of child labour.

National Pollution Control Day 2025 - December 02

+ The day aims to raise awareness on pollution and promote measures to prevent
industrial accidents.

+ The day commemorates victims of the 1984 Bhopal Gas Tragedy, caused by a
leak of MIC (Methyl Isocyanate) gas.

% Key pollution laws in India include the Environment Protection Act 1986, Air Act
1981, and Water Act 1974.

+ The CPCB (Central Pollution Control Board), set up in 1974, is India’s main
pollution monitoring agency.

+ The theme for 2025 is “Sustainable Living for a Greener Future.”

Asom Divas 2025 - December 02
% The day is observed to mark the arrival of Chaolung Sukapha in Assam in 1228.

+ Sukapha, a Tai prince from Mong Mao (present-day Dehong Dai and Jingpo
Prefecture, China), founded the Ahom Kingdom.

+ The Ahom rule lasted for nearly 600 years until 1826 and protected Assam from
several Mughal invasions.

+ Ahom society was organised into khels (clans), each controlling multiple villages.

International Day of Persons with Disabilities 2025 - December 03

+ The day aims to support the dignity, rights, and well-being of persons with
disabilities.

s In 2006, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) was
adopted, with 193 countries ratifying it.

+ The theme for 2025 is “Fostering disability inclusive societies for advancing social
progress.”
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International Day Against Unilateral Coercive Measures 2025 - December
04

+ The United Nations General Assembly declared this day in June 2025.

+ The day aims to spread awareness about the negative effects of sanctions
imposed without the approval of the UN.

+ Unilateral coercive measures include trade embargoes, asset freezes, investment
restrictions, travel bans, and blocked financial transactions.

International Day of Banks 2025 - December 04

+ The day aims to highlight the role of banks in supporting sustainable
development and financial inclusion.

+ Banks help achieve the UN 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by
funding infrastructure, clean energy, and social projects.

+ They also promote financial inclusion by providing credit and digital banking
services to underserved communities.

International Cheetah Day 2025 - December 04

+ This day aims to spread awareness about protecting cheetahs (Acinonyx jubatus)
and preventing their extinction.

v The day was started in 2010 by Dr. Laurie Marker, founder of the Cheetah
Conservation Fund (CCF).

% India declared cheetahs extinct in 1952 and launched Project Cheetah in 2022
to reintroduce them.

s As of 2025, India has 32 cheetahs, including 21 cubs born in India.

+ Cheetahs are listed as Vulnerable by the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN).

International Volunteer Day 2025 - December 05

+ This day aims to appreciate volunteers and promote volunteer work for global
development.

+ International Volunteer Day was established by the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) in 1985.

% The year 2026 is declared as the International Year of Volunteers for Sustainable
Development (IVY 2026) by UNGA Resolution.

+ The theme for 2025 is “Every Contribution Matters.”
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World Soil Day 2025 - December 05

+ This day aims to raise awareness about the importance of healthy soil for life and
sustainability.

s World Soil Day was first proposed in 2002 by the International Union of Soil
Sciences (IUSS).

+ It was officially recognized by the UN General Assembly in 2013, and the first
celebration was held on 5 December 2014.

+ The theme for 2025 is “Healthy Soils for Healthy Cities.”

Armed Forces Flag Day 2025 - December 07

+ This day honours the services and sacrifices of the nation’s brave Army, Navy
and Air Force personnel.

+ The Flag Day originated on December 7, 1949.

% In 1993, the Defence Ministry of India consolidated related welfare funds into a
single Armed Forces Flag Day fund.

International Civil Aviation Day 2025 - December 07

% This day marks the founding of the International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO).

s The theme for 2025 is “Safe Skies. Sustainable Future: Together for All.”

+ The aim of the day is to raise awareness about the role of civil aviation in
connecting people, promoting economic growth, and ensuring safe and efficient
global air transport.

+ The day traces its origin to the Chicago Convention of 1944 and was officially
recognized by the United Nations (UN) in 1996.

41st SAARC Charter Day 2025 - December 08

+ This day marks the adoption of the SAARC Charter (1985) at the first SAARC
Summit in Dhaka, Bangladesh.

« The 2025 event was aimed to strengthen regional cooperation in climate-resilient
agriculture in South Asia.

s The keynote focused on “Regional Cooperation for Climate-Smart Livestock Food
System in South Asia in the Context of One Health”.

% SAARC is an 8-member regional bloc: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

+ The SAARC Secretariat is located in Kathmandu, Nepal.
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58th Submarine Day — December 08

+ The day aims to commemorate the induction of INS Kalvari, the first submarine
of the Indian Navy, on 8 December 1967.

+» The first observance of Submarine Day was held in 1968.

+ The Navy headquarters is located in New Delhi.

International Day of Commemoration and Dignity of Genocide Victims
2025 - December 09

+ The day aims to honour and remember all victims of genocide and promote global
prevention efforts.

s The day was first observed in 2015 by the UN General Assembly.

% The day aligns with the 1948 UN Genocide Convention, which defines genocide
and obligates states to prevent and punish it.

Y/

+ Genocide involves acts committed with the intent to destroy a national, ethnic,
racial, or religious group, including killing, causing harm, and forcibly
transferring children.

Human Rights Day 2025 - December 10

+ The day aims to remind everyone that all people are born free, equal, and deserve
dignity and justice.

+ The day is to mark the 1948 adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights (UDHR) by the United Nations.

% In 1950, the UN formally invited all nations to celebrate the day and promote
human rights education.

s The 2025’s theme is “Our Everyday Essentials”.

+ The UDHR is one of the most translated documents in the world and has inspired
many national laws and rights movements.

International Mountain Day 2025 - December 11

v The day aims to spread awareness about glaciers and their role in water, food,
and livelihoods.

< The United Nations declared 2025 as the International Year of Glaciers’
Preservation.

< The theme is “Glaciers matter for water, food and livelihoods in mountains and
beyond.”

% Glaciers store about 70 % of Earth’s freshwater and support over 2 billion people.
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UNICEF Foundation Day 2025 - December 11

+ The day aims to spread awareness about child rights, health, education, and
protection.

+ The United Nations established the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) in
1946.

+ UNICEF was created to support children affected by World War II.
+ In 1953, UNICEF became a permanent agency.

+ UNICEF now works in over 190 countries to ensure every child survives, learns,
and stays safe.

% The theme for 2025 is “My day, My rights”.

International Day of Neutrality 2025 - December 12

+ The day aims to promote peaceful relations, diplomacy, and conflict prevention
among nations.

« It was declared by the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) on 2 February
2017.

+ The day is based on the UNGA Resolution, which was proposed by Turkmenistan,
a permanently neutral country since 12 December 1995.

+ Neutrality means a country does not take sides in wars and remains impartial in
conflicts.

International Universal Health Coverage Day 2025 - December 12

+ The day was officially declared by the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA)
in 2017 through a Resolution.

+ The day aims to ensure accessible, affordable, and quality health services for all
without financial hardship.

+ Universal Health Coverage (UHC) is included under Sustainable Development
Goal (SDG) 3.8 for good health and well-being.

% Theme for 2025 is “Unaffordable health costs? We’re sick of it!”

National Energy Conservation Day 2025 - December 14

+ The day is organized by the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) under the Ministry
of Power, Government of India.
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+ It has been observed annually since 1991 to support the efficient use of energy
resources.

+ This day aims to create awareness about energy conservation and efficient energy
use.

International Day Against Colonialism in All Its Forms and Manifestations
2025 - December 14

+ The aim is to end the colonialism and support the right of people to self-

determination.
s It was first observed in 2025 after being declared by the UN.

+ The day was established through a UN General Assembly Resolution.

+ Itis based on Resolution 1514 (XV) (1960), called the Declaration on the Granting
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples.

International Migrants Day 2025 - December 18
+ The day aims to protect the rights and dignity of migrants.
« It was officially proclaimed by the UN in the year 2000.

« Itis celebrated to recognize the contributions of migrants and the challenges they
face.

+ The theme for 2025 is “My Great Story: Cultures and Development”.

Minorities Rights Day 2025 - December 18

+ The day aims to spread the awareness about protecting the rights of minority
communities.

% The day was observed following the UN declaration adopted on 18 December
1992.

+ The day is celebrated to promote equality, safety, and social inclusion of
minorities.

World Arabic Language Day 2025 - December 18

*0

» The day aims to promote the importance and use of the Arabic language.

X/
0‘0

The day marks the inclusion of Arabic as an official language of the UN in 1973.
It is celebrated by the UNESCO.

K/
0‘0

.0

» Arabic is an official language in more than 27 countries.
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+ Arabic is the mother tongue of over 550 million people worldwide.

s The theme for World Arabic Language Day 2025 is “Innovative Pathways for
Arabic: Policies and Practices for a More Inclusive Linguistic Future.”

Goa Liberation Day 2025 - December 19

+ It is observed every year to remember the liberation of Goa from Portuguese rule
in 1961.

+ Goa remained under Portuguese control even after India became independent in
1947.

+ The Portuguese ruled Goa for more than 450 years, starting from 1510.

% Operation Vijay (1961) was a military action by the Indian Army, Navy, and Air
Force to liberate Goa, Daman, and Diu.

+ The operation was completed in about 36 hours, and the Portuguese Governor
surrendered on 19 December 1961.

International Human Solidarity Day 2025 - December 20

% It was first established by the UN after the creation of the World Solidarity Fund
in 2002.

Y/

« It aims to support poverty eradication, health equity, social justice, and inclusive
development.

+ The day is celebrated to promote global unity, shared responsibility, and
cooperation among countries.

s The theme of 2025 is “Unity for Better Health and Inclusive Development”.

World Meditation Day 2025 - December 21

+ The day aims to promote inner peace, mental well-being, and global harmony
through meditation.

s It was first declared by the UNGA on 6 December 2024.

+ The day is celebrated to recognise meditation as a practice that supports peace
and well-being at individual and social levels.

+ The United Nations marked the second World Meditation Day in 2025 at its
headquarters in New York.

v The theme of 2025 is “Promoting Inner Peace Worldwide”.
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Winter Solstice 2025 - December 21
+ It marks the shortest day and longest night in the Northern Hemisphere.
+ The event happens when the North Pole tilts furthest away from the Sun.
+ This day signals the official start of astronomical winter.

s After December 21, daylight hours gradually increase as the Northern Hemi
sphere moves toward spring.

Raising Day of SSB 2025 - December 20

R/

% Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) celebrated its 16th Raising Day this year.

* SSBis a Central Armed Police Force under the Ministry of Home Affairs.

s It was established in 1963 as the Special Service Bureau after the 1962 Sino-
Indian War.

« It was renamed Sashastra Seema Bal on 15 December 2003.

% SSB has guarded the Indo-Nepal border since 2001 and the Indo-Bhutan border
since 2004.

National Mathematics Day 2025 - December 21

s The day marks the birth anniversary of Srinivasa Ramanujan (1887-1920), a
legendary Indian mathematician.

s The Government of India declared the Day in 2011.

% The day aims to encourage students to take an interest in mathematics and
promote scientific thinking and problem-solving skills.

+ India has a rich mathematical tradition, including the invention of zero, the
decimal system, and early ideas of negative numbers.

% Ramanujan has made some major contributions to number theory, infinite series,
continued fractions, and mathematical analysis, influencing modern research in
mathematics, physics, and computer science.

National farmers day 2025 - December 23
+ This day is also known as Kisan Diwas.

s It marks the birth anniversary of Chaudhary Charan Singh (former Prime
Minister of India).

% The day was declared by the Government of India in 2001.
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+ The day aims to honour farmers and highlight their role in food security and the
economy.

s The theme of 2025 is “Vikasit Bharat 2047 — The Role of FPOs (Farmer Producer
Organisations) in Globalising Indian Agriculture.”

Good Governance Day 2025 - December 25
«» It marks the birth anniversary of Atal Bihari Vajpayee (former PM of India).
+ The day was declared by the Government of India in 2014.
+ The day aims to promote transparency, accountability, and efficient governance.

% The theme of 2025 is “Prashasan Gaon Ki Ore” (Governance Towards Villages).

National Consumer Day 2025 - December 24

+ This day commemorates the presidential assent to the Consumer Protection Act,
1986.

v The Act lists 6 basic consumer rights and five responsibilities that every
consumer must follow.

+ The Consumer Protection Act was updated three times in 1991, 1993 and 2002.

+ Then the Consumer Protection Act 2019 replaced the Consumer Protection Act
of 1986 in July 2020.

+ The theme for 2025 is “Efficient and Speedy Disposal through Digital Justice.”

International Day of Epidemic Preparedness 2025 - December 27

+ The day aims to promote awareness, preparedness, and global cooperation to
reduce the impact of epidemics.

@,

% The day was declared by the UNGA, and it was first observed on 27 December
2020.

R/

+ The day highlights the need to prevent, detect, and respond to infectious disease
outbreaks.

% An epidemic is a sudden outbreak of a disease affecting more people than
normally expected in a region.
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MISCELLANEOUS

Bamboo Fossil in Manipur

+» Scientists from Birbal Sahni Institute of Palaeosciences (BSIP) found a 37,000-
year-old bamboo fossil in the Chirang River, Manipur.

+ The fossil belongs to the genus Chimonobambusa and shows thorn scars, nodes,
and buds, features rarely preserved in bamboo fossils.

+ This is the earliest evidence of thorny bamboo in Asia, showing herbivore-defence
traits existed during the Ice Age.

+ The discovery indicates Northeast India acted as a climate refugium while
bamboo disappeared from regions like Europe.

Cyclone Ditwah

% Cyclone Ditwah is a tropical cyclone that brought heavy rain to Sri Lanka and
South India.

+ The name “Ditwah” means “lagoon” and was given by Yemen (referring to Detwah
Lagoon in Socotra).

« It became a cyclone when winds crossed 63 km per hour, as per World
Meteorological Organisation (WMO) rules.

% The cyclone moved over coastal Sri Lanka and towards the southwest Bay of
Bengal near Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh.

s It is the third post-monsoon Bay of Bengal cyclone of Oct-Nov 2025.

Cyclone Senyar
+ Cyclone Senyar formed over the Strait of Malacca and northeast Indonesia.

+ The name “Senyar” means “lion”, which was suggested by the United Arab
Emirates (UAE).

s The storm made landfall on northern Sumatra (Indonesia) on November 26.

+ It then moved across the Strait of Malacca and caused heavy rain, floods, and
landslides in Indonesia, Malaysia, and southern Thailand.

Oxford - Word of the Year 2025
% Oxford University Press named “rage bait” as its Word of the Year 2025.

+ It means online content deliberately designed to make people angry or outraged
to boost engagement.

« The term existed online since 2002, first on Usenet, originally describing
deliberate agitation while driving.
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R/

% “Rage bait” emphasizes how online content and algorithms influence emotions
and behaviour.

Prehistoric 'Burtele Foot'

+ Scientists have solved the mystery of 3.4-million-year-old fossils called the
“Burtele Foot” discovered in Ethiopia in 2009.

R/

+ The eight-foot bones represent the species Australopithecus deyiremeda, which
combined ape-like and human-like traits.

R/

+ The fossils show that two closely related hominins lived at the same time and
place, with Australopithecus afarensis as the other species.

« A. afarensis is the species that includes the famous fossil Lucy, discovered in
1974 in the Afar region.

Ancient Jomon Pottery

+ The pottery vessel over 10,000 years old was discovered in Lake Biwa, Japan.

K/
0’0

The artefact was found 64 metres underwater at the Tsuzuraozaki ruins.
% The vessel belongs to the early Jomon period and is 25 centimetres tall.
% It shows delicate engravings, reflecting early ceramic craftsmanship.

+ Lake Biwa is Japan’s largest freshwater lake and a key site for prehistoric
research.

India’s Heritage Footfall Rankings 2024-25

+ The Rankings were released by the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) under the
Ministry of Culture.

+ The Taj Mahal in Agra, Uttar Pradesh is India’s most visited monument.
s In 2024-25, it received 6.26 million domestic and 0.65 million foreign tourists.

+ Other top domestic monuments include Sun Temple (Konark, Odisha), Qutub
Minar (Delhi), Red Fort (Delhi), and Bibi Ka Magbara (Aurangabad, Maharashtra).

« Top foreign tourist sites are concentrated in the Agra-Delhi circuit, including
Agra Fort, Humayun’s Tomb, Fatehpur Sikri, and Itimad-ud-Daulah.

Karahan Tepe - 11,000 Year Old Site

+ Karahan Tepe is an 11,000-year-old Pre-Pottery Neolithic site located in Sanliurfa
Province, southeastern Turkiye, near the well-known site of Gobekli Tepe.
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« It is part of the Tas Tepeler (Stone Hills) group.

+ It was inhabited from around 9400 to 8000 BCE on a limestone plateau between
the Tigris and Euphrates rivers.

+ The site contains early residential structures, ritual enclosures, and T-shaped
stone monoliths that show organised communal activity.

+» Archaeologists recently found the first human-faced T-shaped pillar along with
carved human faces, stitched-lip figurines, serpentinite beads, and hybrid
animal-human sculptures.

+ Karahan Tepe also features anthropomorphic pillars with carved arms, hands,
belts, fur garments, and a 2.3-metre-tall male statue.

Top Global Defence Firms 2024

s In 2024, SIPRI (Stockholm International Peace Research Institute) released the
Top 100 Arms-Producing and Military Services Companies ranking.

+ Indian Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) featured among the top 100:
o Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) — 44th, USD 4,010 million
o Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) — 58th, USD 2,750 million
o Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDL) — 91st, USD 1,370 million

+ Top 3 global companies: Lockheed Martin (USA), RTX (USA), Northrop Grumman
(USA).

+ The total revenue of the Top 100 companies reached USD 679 billion in 2024.

+ India’s total arms revenue in 2024 was USD 7.5 billion, an 8.2% increase from
2023, contributing 1.1% of global arms revenue.

+ SIPRI was established in 1966 and headquartered in Stockholm, Sweden.

+ It publishes this ranking annually based on arms sales, military products, and
related services.

Three Guinness Titles for India

+ India achieved three Guinness World Records under the Swasth Nari, Sashakt
Parivar Abhiyaan (SNSPA) led by the Union Health Ministry.

% Swasth Nari, Sashakt Parivar Abhiyaan is a nationwide health initiative that aims
to ensure healthy women for healthy and empowered families.

+ SNSPA focuses on women'’s health, nutrition, early disease detection, and access
to essential health services.

% The records include
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o The most registrations on a health platform in one month (3.21 crore),
o The most breast cancer screening sign-ups in one week (9.94 lakh), and

o The most vital signs screening sign-ups in one week at the state level (1.25
lakh).

+ The campaign ran nationwide from 17 September to 2 October 2025 during
Poshan Maah (Nutrition Month).

+ The drive enabled large-scale screenings across India, including hypertension,
diabetes, cancer, TB, anaemia, and other preventive health checks.

Africa’s Continental Split

% A New magnetic data analysed in 2025 show strong evidence of ongoing crustal
separation in the Afar Region that may lead to Africa splitting into two
landmasses.

Y/

+ The Afar Region is a triple junction where the Main Ethiopian Rift, Red Sea Rift,
and Gulf of Aden Rift meet.

+ Reinterpreted 1960s magnetic data show past seafloor spreading between Africa
and Arabia.

+ The East African Rift is widening as the crust stretches and thins.
% The continental tearing is moving from the northeast towards the south.

% Scientists estimate that a new ocean basin could form in about 5-10 million
years.

Mahaparinirvan Diwas 2025

+ The day is observed every year on 6 December to mark the death anniversary of
Dr. Ambedkar.

+ The word Mahaparinirvan means “ultimate liberation” in Buddhist philosophy.
s Ambedkar embraced Buddhism on 14th October 1956.

% He played a major role in the Round Table Conferences (1930-1932) and signed
the Poona Pact (1932).

% He served as India’s first Law Minister and was the Chairman of the Drafting
Committee of the Indian Constitution.

% He converted to Buddhism on 14 October 1956 and passed away on 6 December
1956.

% He was awarded the Bharat Ratna (highest civilian award of India) in 1990
(posthumously).
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Top Google Searches in India 2025
% The most searched term in India in 2025 was the Indian Premier League (IPL).

s Google Gemini, an artificial intelligence (Al) tool, was the second most searched
term.

+ Other top searches included the Asia Cup and ICC Champions Trophy.

« Popular Al platforms like Grok, DeepSeek, and Perplexity were among the top
trending Al searches.

+ The most searched movie in India was Saiyaara.

+ Food-related searches included Idli and Gond Katira among the most searched
items.

Bodhi Day 2025
% The day is observed to mark Lord Buddha’s enlightenment under the Bodhi tree.

s It commemorates the awakening of Siddhartha Gautama, who became the
Buddha (The Awakened One).

+ This day aims to promote the wisdom, compassion and self-realization through
peaceful reflection.

+ The day highlights the core teachings like the Four Noble Truths and the Noble
Eightfold Path.

% Bodh Gaya, a UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization) site, is the main pilgrimage centre.

200th Birth anniversary of Dadabhai Naoroji

+ India celebrated the 200th birth anniversary of Dadabhai Naoroji (1825-1917) in
2025.

% It honours his legacy as a nationalist leader, economic thinker, and social
reformer.

% He was born on 4 September 1825 in Bombay and studied at Elphinstone
Institute, later becoming the first Indian professor at Elphinstone College.

+ Naoroji developed the Drain of Wealth Theory, showing how British rule drained
India’s resources through salaries, pensions, remittances, and unequal trade.

+ He was a founding member of the Indian National Congress (INC), served as its
president in 1886, 1893, and 1906.

+ He was the first Indian Member of the British Parliament (MP) elected in 1892.

+ He advocated self-government, constitutional methods, and parliamentary
democracy, and mentored leaders like Tilak, Gokhale, and Mahatma Gandhi.
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+ Naoroji co-founded institutions such as the London Indian Society (1865) and
East India Association (1866).

% He is remembered as the “Grand Old Man of India” and the “Unofficial
Ambassador of India”.

+ His 1906 INC presidential address was the first to adopt Swaraj as the national
goal.

UNESCO Heritage List 2025 - Deepavali

+ Deepavali, India’s festival of lights, was added to the UNESCO Intangible Cultural
Heritage List in 2025.

+ The list aims to protect living cultural traditions such as festivals, rituals, arts,
and community practices.

+ Deepavali was chosen for its long-standing rituals, community celebrations,
traditional crafts, and lighting of lamps.

« The 2025 list includes 20 elements, such as bagpipe playing (Bulgaria), Cuarteto
music (Argentina), and Christmas Bram and Sambai (Belize).

Y/

+ India’s earlier entries include Durga Puja, Kumbh Mela, Vedic chanting, Ramlila,
Kutiyattam, and Kalbelia dance.

UNESCO Safeguarding List 2025 - Boreendo

« UNESCO added Pakistan’s Boreendo to the Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need
of Urgent Safeguarding list in 2025.

+ The Boreendo is a clay vessel-flute from Sindh linked to musical traditions of the
Indus Valley Civilization.

+ It is handmade from terracotta, has a round hollow body, and produces soft,
breathy musical tones.

+ Archaeological sites like Mohenjo-daro and Harappa have shown that similar clay
and bone flutes existed in the Indus Valley Civilization (3300-1300 BCE).

UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage List 2025 - Tangail Saree

s Bangladesh’s Tangail saree weaving craft was inscribed on the UNESCO
Intangible Cultural Heritage list during the 20th Committee session.

% The recognition highlights the two-century-old weaving tradition of the Tangail
district, known for its fine handloom work.

+ India had earlier given a GI tag to the “Tangail Saree of Bengal” in 2024, citing
long-term production by migrant weavers in West Bengal.

200


https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

-*g TNPSC THERVU PETTAGAM

SHANKAR
4 IAS ACADEMY [e0%  Information is a Blessing

THE BEST IAS ACADEMY IN SOUTH INDIA SINCE 2004

+ Bangladesh stated that the UNESCO recognition and India’s GI tag do not
conflict, as both countries are parties to the international convention.

Global Network of Learning Cities 2025

« UNESCO added 72 new cities from 46 countries to the Global Network of Learning
Cities (GNLC).

+ With this expansion, the network now has 425 cities in 91 countries.

+ The goal of the network is to promote lifelong learning for people of all ages at the
local level.

% 11 capital cities joined, including Cairo, Riyadh, Ankara, Hanoi, Lisbon, and
Buenos Aires.

+ 12 countries joined the network for the first time, such as the United States,
Mongolia, Chile, and Turkmenistan.

+ The Learning Cities initiative supports education in everyday spaces like schools,
workplaces, libraries, museums, and homes.

World’s Most Polluted Cities 2025
+ New Delhi, India, holds the first rank for the worst air quality index (AQI).
+ Hanoi, Vietnam, was ranked the second most polluted city in the world in 2025.

+ High levels of PM2.5 pollutants in Hanoi exceed World Health Organization (WHO)
daily exposure limits.

+ The ranking was reported by a Swiss air quality monitoring company.

UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage Session 2025

+ India hosted the 20th Session of the Intergovernmental Committee (IGC) of
UNESCO for the first time at the Red Fort, New Delhi.

s The session coincided with the 20th anniversary of India’s ratification of the 2003
Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH).

s Twenty-four member States examined 67 living heritage elements during the
session held from December 8-13, 2025.

+ These included 11 elements on the List of ICH in Need of Urgent Safeguarding,
53 elements on the Representative List of the ICH of Humanity, and 1 programme
on the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices.

% Two elements were shifted from the Urgent Safeguarding List to the
Representative List, including Mwazindika spiritual dance (Kenya) and Dong Ho
folk woodblock printing (Vietnam).
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< Nine multinational elements were inscribed, and seven countries—Barbados,
Chad, Comoros, El Salvador, Gabon, Libya, and Sao Tomé and Principe—received
their first-ever inscription.

+ With these additions, 849 cultural practices from 157 countries are now listed as
UNESCO living heritage, with Africa contributing nine elements from 13
countries.

% Specific Elements Inscribed are:

o Amateur theatre — Czechia

o Cuarteto music — Argentina

o Cuban Son (music and dance) — Cuba

o Joropo — Venezuela

o Mvet Oyeng musical art — Cameroon and Gabon
o Rod Marionette Theatre of Brussels — Belgium

o Bisht weaving and related practices — Qatar, Iraq, Jordan, United Arab
Emirates

o Zaffa wedding tradition — parts of Africa and the Middle East
o Gifaataa New Year festival — Ethiopia

% China (Xiamen) will host the next ICH committee session in 2026.

Oldest-known evidence of fire-making

< Researchers have discovered the earliest known instance of human-created fire,
which took place in the east of England 400,000 years ago.

+ The site, a former clay pit near the village of Barnham, contains a hearth made
by Neanderthals about 415,000 years ago.

% They discovered a baked earth that formed a hearth, heat-shattered flint axes
and two fragments of pyrite - a type of stone used to create sparks for lighting
tinder.

+ Until now, the earliest known evidence of humans making fire dated to around
50,000 years ago at a site in northern France, also linked to Neanderthals.

Global AI Rankings
% India is the world’s third-most competitive country in Al.
% The ranking is based on the Global Al Vibrancy Tool by Stanford University.

% India scored 21.59, ranking behind the United States of America (78.6) and China
(36.95).
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The ranking considers factors such as talent, research and development,
investment, policy, infrastructure, and economic impact.

India’s score is higher than countries like South Korea, Japan, Singapore, the
United Kingdom, and Germany.

Vijay Diwas 2025

It marks India’s victory over Pakistan in the 1971 war, leading to the creation of
Bangladesh.

93,000 Pakistani troops surrendered, ending a 13-day war.
The day honours the bravery and sacrifice of the Indian Armed Forces.
In West Bengal and among Bengali communities, it is observed as Bijoy Dibosh.

A related observance, Kargil Vijay Diwas, is celebrated on 26 July to
commemorate the 1999 Kargil War.

Bison Horn Maria dance

The Dandami Madia tribe performed the traditional Bison Horn Maria dance at
Judiya Para in Jagdalpur, Jagdalpur, Chhattisgarh.

This dance is a symbol of the region’s cultural pride and the enduring legacy of
the Dandami Madia community.

The Dandami Madia (also spelt as Maria) people have long shaped the cultural
landscape of southern Chhattisgarh.

It is Performed by both men and women and Men wears horn-shaped headgear
made from bamboo, adorned with bison horns, and feathers.

Youngest Rhynchosaur Fossil

@,
0’0

The youngest rhynchosaur ever recorded, Macrocephalosaurus mariensis, was
described in the British Journal of Systematic Palaeontology.

The fossil was discovered in southern Brazil.

The specimen consists of a skull measuring <2.5 cm, making it the smallest
rhynchosaur hatchling ever found.

The fossil shows diagnostic features unique to Macrocephalosaurus mariensis.

The specimen represents the 1st perinate record of the Hyperodapedontinae clade
and one of the oldest archosauromorph hatchlings found in continental deposits.
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NCAER Report on Employment 2025

« A report titled “India’s Employment Prospects: Pathways to Jobs” was released
by the National Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER).

+ The study finds that increasing the skilled workforce and the productivity of small
enterprises can create substantial employment in India.

< Even a 1% increase in access to credit raises the expected number of hired
workers by 45 %.

« Enterprises that use digital technologies hire 78 % more workers than those that
do not use such technologies.

+ Strengthening employment opportunities in labour-intensive manufacturing and
services sectors could help sustain GDP growth at around 8%.

% Increasing the formally skilled workforce by 9-12% points could generate 9.3
million additional jobs or a 13 % increase in employment by 2030.

Petra and Ellora Caves Twinning Agreement

+ India and Jordan signed a twinning agreement between UNESCO World Heritage
Sites of Petra and Ellora Caves.

< Ellora Caves are located in the Charanandri Hills of Maharashtra near the
Elaganga River.

+ Ellora Caves were carved between 600 and 1000 Common Era (CE) by the
Rashtrakuta and Yadava dynasties.

% It includes Hindu, Buddhist, and Jain monuments with mural paintings.
+ Petra is also called the Rose City because it is carved in pink sandstone cliffs.

+ Petra was the capital of the Nabataean Kingdom from around the 4th century
Before Common Era (BCE).

+ Petra is partly built and partly carved into rock and is surrounded by mountains,
narrow passages, and gorges.

Prehistoric Dinosaur Footprints

+ Thousands of dinosaur footprints dating back around 210 million years have
been discovered in northern Italy.

« Experts identified the tracks as belonging to prosauropods, early long-necked
dinosaurs from the Late Triassic period.

+ The footprint patterns indicate herd movement and possible defensive behaviour
to protect younger dinosaurs.

« The site is considered scientifically important as trackways reveal dinosaur
movement, interaction, and migration.
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Kunar River Water Issue

% Afghanistan has approved a plan to divert water from the Kunar River to the
Darunta Dam in Nangarhar province.

+ The Kunar River originates in Chitral district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP),
Pakistan, and flows into Afghanistan before re-entering Pakistan.

% The river finally joins the Indus River near Attock in Punjab, Pakistan.

+ The diversion project may reduce downstream water flow into Pakistan’s Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa region.

+ Reduced river flow can affect irrigation, drinking water supply, and hydroelectric
power generation in Pakistan.

+ There is no formal water-sharing treaty between Afghanistan and Pakistan for
the Kunar River.

World’s Richest Families Report 2025
s Bloomberg released the World’s Richest Families 2025 report.

+ The report tracks the 25 wealthiest family fortunes globally and their aggregate
wealth growth.

% The Walton family (Walmart, USA) ranks 1st with USD 513.4 billion.

% It is followed by the Al Nahyan family (UAE) with USD 335.9 billion, and the Al
Saud family (Saudi Arabia) with USD 213.6 billion.

% The Ambani family (Reliance Industries Limited) ranks 8th with USD 105.6
billion, the only Indian family on the list.

% The combined wealth of the top 25 families is approximately USD 2.9 trillion, up
USD 358.7 billion from 2024.

Cube Shaped Skull - Mexico

+ Archaeologists discovered a cube-shaped human skull at the Balcon de
Montezuma site in Mexico.

+ The skull belonged to a man aged about 40 years who lived over 1,000 years ago
during the Mesoamerican Classic period (400-900 AD).

% Scientific analysis shows the skull shape was caused by intentional cranial
deformation done in early childhood.

% Cranial deformation was achieved using boards and bandages to reshape the
skull as it grew.

+ The cube-shaped form is a rare and previously unreported style in the
Mesoamerican region.
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+ The practice is linked to social identity, ritual beliefs, and cultural traditions of
pre-Hispanic communities.

India’s Largest Circular Stone - Labyrinth

+ Labyrinth, a large circular stone structure, was unearthed in the Boramani grass
lands of Solapur district in Maharashtra.

+ Itis measuring approximately 50 feet by 50 feet and comprising an extraordinary
15 concentric circuits.

+ This structure dates back to nearly 2,000 years ago and is linked to Indo-Roman
trade during the Satavahana dynasty period.

% Most labyrinths previously recorded in India featured 11 circuits at the most.
% This new discovery of one with 15 makes it the largest circular one in India.

+ Similar but smaller labyrinths were discovered from districts such as Sangli,
Satara, and Kolhapur.

+ Labyrinths may have served as navigational markers or symbolic signposts for
Roman merchants and local traders moving goods such as spices, textiles, and
precious stones.

Global Food Cities 2025-26
s Mumbai has been ranked as the 5th best food city in the world in 2025-26.
% The ranking is part of the TasteAtlas World Food Awards 2025-26.

+ The Italian cities dominate the top 10, including Naples, Milan, Bologna,
Florence, Genoa, and Rome.

% Mumbai is very famous for its vibrant street food, such as Vada Pav, Pav Bhaji,
Bhelpuri, Ragda Pattice, and Modak.

+ Six other Indian cities are featured in the global top 100: Delhi (48), Amritsar
(53), Hyderabad (54), Kolkata (73), Chennai (93).

+ The rankings are based on the authenticity of local food, the popularity of regional
dishes, and ratings by global food lovers and experts.

PESA Mahotsav 2025

% The two-day PESA (Panchayats Extension to Scheduled Areas) Mahotsav was
held in Visakhapatnam on the occasion of PESA Diwas.

+ The Mahotsav aims to empower tribal communities and strengthen recognition
of their rights and traditions.
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+ It provides a national platform to celebrate, preserve and promote tribal culture.

% In 1993, India's Constitution was amended (73rd Amendment) to establish
Panchayati Raj Institutions or local governance structures at the village, block,
and district levels.

« But, the 73rd Amendment Act did not apply to tribal Scheduled Areas
automatically.

+ The PESA Act extends the Panchayati Raj system provisions to the tribal-
dominated Fifth Schedule Areas.

< In 1996, this act came into force.

+ The Act gives Gram Sabhas and Panchayats in these areas additional powers to
maintain their traditional governance systems.

« At present, 10 states have Fifth Scheduled Areas.
+ The Ministry of Panchayati Raj celebrates December 24, 2024, as PESA Day.

Harivallabh Sangeet Sammelan 2025

@,

« The 150th edition of Shree Baba Harivallabh Sangeet Sammelan started in
Jalandhar, Punjab.

+ It is India’s oldest Hindustani classical music festival, held annually at Shree
Devi Talab Temple.

% The festival is organised by the North Zone Cultural Centre under the Union
Ministry of Culture.

+ This edition is dedicated to the 350th martyrdom anniversary of Guru Tegh
Bahadur, the ninth Sikh Guru.

Veer Bal Diwas 2025
s Veer Bal Diwas is observed every year on 26 December in India.

s It commemorates the sacrifice of Sahibzada Zorawar Singh (9 years) and
Sahibzada Fateh Singh (7 years).

+ They were the younger sons of Guru Gobind Singh Ji (Tenth Sikh Guru).

+ The Sahibzadas were executed in 1705 at Sirhind by Mughal governor Wazir
Khan for refusing to abandon the Sikh faith.

s The day was officially announced by the Government of India in 2022.

100 Years of Communist Party of India (CPI)
% The Communist Party of India (CPI) completed 100 years on 26 December 2025.
% The CPI was first formed in 1920 at Tashkent by Indian revolutionaries including

M.N. Roy, Mohammad Ali, M.P.T. Acharya, and Mohammad Shafiq.
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« It was formally established in India at the Kanpur Communist Conference in
December 1925.

% Singaravelu Chettiar was the first President of the Communist Party of India.

+ The slogan “Inquilab Zindabad” was coined by Maulana Hasrat Mohani and was
raised at the Kanpur Conference.

+ The CPI helped build organisations such as the All-India Trade Union Congress
(AITUC) and the All-India Kisan Sabha (AIKS).

+ It also supported organisations like the All-India Students’ Federation (AISF),
Progressive Writers’ Association (PWA), and Indian People’s Theatre Association
(IPTA).

+ The CPI led major movements such as the Telangana armed struggle, the
Tebhaga movement, and the Punnapra—Vayalar struggle.

+ The party supported the demand for complete independence from British rule.

% The CPI strongly advocated the formation of a Constituent Assembly for free
India.

% M.N. Roy proposed a constitution in 1934.

+ The CPI raised issues of land redistribution, labour rights, minimum wages, and
social security.

+ The party also supported federalism and linguistic and cultural diversity in India.

Bezymianny Volcano Regrowth

+ Russia's Bezymianny volcano blew itself apart 69 years ago, in a massive eruption
on 30 March 1956.

+ The eruption caused the summit to collapse, turning the cone-shaped mountain
into a horseshoe-shaped amphitheatre.

+ The volcano has been regrowing through frequent eruptions, including a major
one in November 2025.

s A 2020 study reported that Bezymianny is expected to reach its pre-1956 height
between 2030 and 2035.

s The volcano emits explosive ash clouds and pyroclastic flows while also growing
via non-explosive lava flows (effusive eruptions).

India’s First Agarbatti Standard

+ The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) has notified India’s first agarbatti (incense
stick) standard to regulate its manufacturing and sale.

+ The standard is titled IS 19412:2025, which provides a uniform national
framework for agarbatti products.
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s It was officially notified on National Consumer Day 2025, observed on 24
December.

+ The standard prohibits the use of harmful and toxic chemicals, ensuring safer
use inside homes and public places.

s It lays down quality, safety, raw material, and performance requirements for
agarbatti production.

2,000-Year-Old Buddhist Site in Kashmir

% Archaeologists have discovered a 2,000-year-old Buddhist site in Zehanpora
village, Baramulla district, Jammu and Kashmir.

« Excavations revealed stupas, monastic buildings, and structural remains dating
to the Kushan period, showing organised Buddhist activity.

* Zehanpora may have been an important Buddhist centre linked to the Kushan
capital Huvishkapura.

« Architectural features resemble Gandharan layouts, indicating cultural and
religious connections between Kashmir and north-western Buddhist regions.

+ The village lay on an ancient trade and pilgrimage corridor connecting Gandhara
with Kashmir, aiding the movement of monks, traders, and ideas.

140th Foundation Day of INC

% The Indian National Congress (INC) marked its 140th Foundation Day on 28
December 2025.

« INC was founded on 28 December 1885 by Allan Octavian Hume, along with
Indian leaders Dadabhai Naoroji, Surendranath Banerjee, Pherozeshah Mehta,
and Gopal Krishna Gokhale.

+ The first session was held at Gokuldas Tejpal Sanskrit College in Bombay
(Mumbai), and W. C. Bonnerjee was the first president.

« INC played a key role in India’s freedom struggle through movements like Non-
Cooperation, Civil Disobedience, Quit India, and Purna Swaraj (1929).

s After Independence, INC contributed to secularism, parliamentary democracy,
planned economy, and non-alignment in India.

v The party helped frame the Indian Constitution and establish democratic
institutions.
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