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TAMIL NADU 

❖ A three–member Pension Committee, headed by Gagandeep Singh Bedi, and the 

other members were K.R. Shanmugam and Pratik Tayal submitted its final report 

to the Tamil Nadu government in Chennai. 

❖ An idol of Nathamunigal, the first Acharya of Sri Vaishnavism, was found near 

Gangaikonda Cholapuram (Sembodai) around the year 2000. 

❖ Tamil Nadu experienced a normal northeast monsoon (October–December) in 

2025, as against the forecast of above normal rainfall. 

❖ Vehicle registrations in Tamil Nadu increased by 8.4% in 2025 compared to the 

previous year. 

❖ Private Equity and Venture Capital (PE–VC) firms invested $3,513 million across 

61 deals in Tamil Nadu–based companies during 2025. 

❖ As of 2025–26, Tamil Nadu’s outstanding debt is estimated at 26.1% of gross 

state domestic product (GSDP), down from 26.4% in 2024–25 and 26.6% in 2023–

24.  

❖ The Tamil Nadu government introduced the Tamil Nadu Assured Pension Scheme 

(TAPS), which broadly follows the Old Pension Scheme (OPS). 

❖ The Government of Tamil Nadu revised the District Mineral Foundation (DMF) 

Rules to improve the use of DMF funds for areas and communities affected by 

mining. 

❖ The English translation of the writings of U. Ve. Swaminatha Iyer on musicians 

and music was released by The Music Academy. 

❖ Tamil Nadu Assured Pension Scheme (TAPS), which will guarantee a pension 

equal to 50% of their last–drawn monthly salary is announced for state 

government employees and teachers. 

❖ The Union government announced the setting up of a regional office of the 

National Turmeric Board (NTB) and an accredited turmeric testing laboratory in 

Erode, Tamil Nadu. 

❖ Hatcheries for Olive Ridley Sea turtle nesting have been set up in Chennai for the 

2025–26 nesting season at Neelankarai, Kovalam, and Pulicat. 

❖ To strengthen women’s welfare, gender equality, and inclusive development in 

Tamil Nadu, Tamil Nadu Government signed a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU) with UN Women in Chennai. 

❖ The Tamil Nadu government has notified a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) 

for regulating large public gatherings in the State. 

❖ The Tamil Nadu government is launching a State–wide household survey called 

Ungal Kanavai Sollungal (Share Your Aspirations). 
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❖ The Metropolitan Transport Corporation (MTC) has won appreciation from World 

Bank for Chennai’s Urban Mobility Transformation. 

❖ UNICEF has signed a landmark partnership with the Government of Tamil Nadu 

as its first–ever sub–national government partner globally.  

❖ Tamil Nadu has unveiled India’s first dedicated Deep Tech Startup Policy at 

UmagineTN 2026 in Chennai. 

❖ The Tamil Nadu government launched the “Namma Arasu” WhatsApp chatbot to 

provide government services to citizens through WhatsApp. 

❖ The Tamil Nadu Government has implemented the Tamil Nadu Assured Pension 

Scheme (TAPS) for State government employees from January 1, 2026. 

❖ The Tamil Nadu Government has decided to appoint two more State Information 

Commissioners in the Tamil Nadu Information Commission. 

❖ Tamil Nadu has released the State Indicator Framework (SIF) 2.0 to track 

progress on the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030. 

❖ The Greater Chennai Corporation (GCC) has cleared nearly 50 lakh metric tonnes 

of legacy waste out of a total of 90 lakh metric tonnes through the bio mining 

process. 

❖ The Teynampet–Saidapet flyover in Chennai is the world’s first road bridge 

constructed above a running metro tunnel. 

❖ The Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu has released the Tamil Nadu Circular Economy 

Investment Policy, 2026, in Chennai. 

❖ The Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu released the Tamil Nadu Warehousing Policy, 

2026, in Chennai. 

❖ The Government of Tamil Nadu signed a MoU with Sarvam AI to set up India’s 

first ₹10,000–crore Sovereign Artificial Intelligence (AI) Park. 

❖ Tamil Nadu Chief Minister has launched Chennai Sangamam – Namma Ooru 

Thiruvizha 2026 in Chennai, to promote and celebrate Tamil Nadu’s art and 

cultural heritage. 

❖ Tamil Nadu Chief Minister inaugurated a ‘mani mandapam’ built in memory of 

Immanuel Sekaran in Paramakudi, Ramanathapuram. 

❖ The Tamil Nadu government extended the tenure of the Social Justice Monitoring 

Committee headed by Suba Veerapandian by two more years. 

❖ Tamil Nadu Chief Minister announced annual literary awards in 7 languages– 

Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam, Odiya, Bengali and Marathi.  

❖ Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin laid the foundation stone for the Mamallan 

reservoir on East Coast Road. 

❖ TNWeSAFE Project of the Government of Tamil Nadu is going to organise the 

Global Woman Summit 2026 in Chennai. 
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❖ Tamil Nadu Governor R.N. Ravi declined to read out his customary speech 

prepared by the State government on the floor of the State Legislative Assembly 

on January 20, and walked out of the House. 

❖ The Tamil Nadu Government has announced a three–day statewide Kuppai 

Thiruvizha (garbage collection drive) from 21 to 23 January 2026. 

❖ The Northeast monsoon retreated from Tamil Nadu on 19 January 2026, as 

confirmed by the Regional Meteorological Centre (RMC), Chennai. 

❖ A government school in Tiruchirappalli, Tamil Nadu has launched the Young 

Ambassadors of Change initiative. 

❖ Tamil Nadu Chief Minister has inaugurated a Special Veterinary Complex for 

community dogs in Ranipet district, focusing on villages and small towns. 

❖ Tamil Nadu is organising the Tamil Nadu Global Tourism Summit 2026 in 

Mahabalipuram to promote tourism investment and growth in the state. 

❖ Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin launched Sprint 1 to make the property 

registration fully digital. 

❖ The Tamil Nadu government tabled a Bill in the State Assembly to create a Special 

Area Development Authority. 

❖ The Tamil Nadu Forest Department has begun its first–ever study on the Madras 

Hedgehog in the Theri forests of Thoothukudi district. 

❖ Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M. K. Stalin launched the Tamil Nadu Women 

Employment and Safety (TNWESafe) Project and the human papillomavirus (HPV) 

vaccination programme at a Tamil Nadu Global Women Summit 2026. 

 

NATIONAL 

❖ The Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) has established a 24×7 Passenger 

Assistance Control Room (PACR) for aviation passengers. 

❖ The National Investigation Agency (NIA) highlighting the need for a uniform Anti–

Terrorism Squad (ATS) structure across India at the Anti–Terrorism Conference–

2025, has prepared a common ATS framework and shared it with state police 

forces to improve coordination. 

❖ Department of Telecommunications (DoT) under the Ministry of Communications 

has released the National Frequency Allocation Plan 2025 for the management 

and allocation of radio–frequency spectrum in India. 

❖ India ranks 3rd globally in rare earth reserves with about 6.9 million tonnes of 

Rare Earth Oxide (REO). 

❖ India registered over 5.5 lakh domestic trademarks in Financial Year (FY) 2024–

25, the highest ever in a single year. 
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❖ The 8th Central Pay Commission (CPC) was notified in November 2025 by the 

Government of India. 

❖ To strengthen quality control, transparency, and safety in national highway 

projects National Test House (NTH) signed an MoU with the National Highways 

Authority of India (NHAI). 

❖ The union minister for Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution, released IS 

19262:2025 – Electric Agricultural Tractors: Test Code in New Delhi. 

❖ By overtaking China, India has reached number one in the world in terms of rice 

production. 

❖ The Central Government has banned manufacture, sale and distribution of oral 

formulations of nimesulide, non–steroidal anti–inflammatory drug (NSAID) 

containing more than 100 mg. 

❖ In November 2025, India’s broadband subscriber base crossed 100 crore                            

(1 billion) users, marking the first time the country reached this milestone and 

representing a more than six–fold increase since November 2015. 

❖ The Government of India has notified new excise duty and cess on tobacco and 

pan masala (will be taxed at 40 per cent under the Goods and Services Tax), 

effective from February 1, 2026. 

❖ Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) launched a nationwide Voice over Wi–Fi 

(VoWiFi) service which allows users to make voice calls and send messages using 

a Wi–Fi network instead of mobile towers. 

❖ The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) launched a 

new logo based on the theme “Data for Development” and mascot named 

“Sankhyiki” (meaning Statistics). 

❖ The Supreme Court struck down the Bihar Registration Rules (2019) that made 

mutation proof compulsory for property registration in Samiullah vs State of 

Bihar on property registration and mutation rules. 

❖ India and Pakistan exchanged lists of their nuclear installations on January 1, 

2026. 

❖ The Union government will conduct the National Drug Use Survey (NDUS) 2025–

26 to study substance use patterns across India. 

❖ Blue Cross of India celebrated its 60 Years of service in Animal Welfare. 

❖ India ranked 8th globally in contributions to pharmacovigilance (drug safety 

monitoring) under the WHO. 

❖ India will conduct its first nationwide Adult Skill Assessment Survey in 2026, 

which aims to fill the data gap on actual skill levels, which is not covered by the 

Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS). 

❖ The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) has released 

its first reader–friendly guide titled “Know Your Survey”. 
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❖ Union Home Minister inaugurated an Integrated Command and Control Centre 

in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands to integrate surveillance, communication, 

and coordination among multiple security and administrative agencies. 

❖ The IITM Global Research Foundation was launched at IIT Madras to expand its 

global presence in research, education, innovation, and startups. 

❖ Prasar Bharati has started steps to resume live radio programmes in the Thadou 

language from All India Radio (Akashvani) Imphal. 

❖ To improve digital integration and real–time data sharing in military operations, 

the Indian Army has declared the year 2026 as the Year of Networking & Data 

Centricity. 

❖ To create India–specific standards and support pollution control programmes, 

India has inaugurated the world’s second National Environmental Standard 

Laboratory (NESL) at CSIR – National Physical Laboratory, New Delhi. 

❖ India inaugurated the world’s fifth National Primary Standard Facility for Solar 

Cell Calibration at CSIR – National Physical Laboratory, New Delhi. 

❖ India has launched a new e–Production Investment Business Visa (e–B–4) for 

Chinese nationals, allowing them to stay in India for up to six months. 

❖ The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting has set up the Live Events 

Development Cell (LEDC) to promote India’s concert economy. 

❖ The Ministry of Transport has proposed a unique Aadhaar–like identification 

system for electric vehicle (EV) batteries. 

❖ India’s oil imports from Russia rose to a six–month high in November 2025, while 

imports from the US also increased. 

❖ The Government of India has removed the import restrictions on low–ash 

metallurgical coke under Coke Trade Policy. 

❖ The Indian Army created a new modern warfare force named Bhairav. 

❖ India is set to begin trial operations of its first hydrogen–powered train on the 

Jind to Sonipat route in Haryana. 

❖ India became the first country in the world to produce bio–bitumen commercially 

for road construction. 

❖ The Directorate General of Mines Safety (DGMS) marked its 125th Foundation 

Day in 7th January. 

❖ The first phase of Census 2027, called House Listing Operations, will be held 

from 1 April to 30 September 2026 in all States and Union Territories. 

❖ The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) has launched the Aadhaar 

mascot Udai to help users understand Aadhaar update, authentication, offline 

verification, and secure data sharing. 
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❖ The union home minister has inaugurated the National IED Data Management 

System (NIDMS), a national digital platform for storing and analysing Improvised 

Explosive Device (IED) data. 

❖ Union Minister for Women and Child Development launched the PANKHUDI 

portal to improve ease of living for women and children in India. 

❖ India’s data centre addition capacity more than doubled in 2025, reaching 387 

megawatts (MW) of information technology (IT) capacity, compared to 191 MW of 

IT in 2024. 

❖ The National Sports Governance Act partially came into effect. It will set the ball 

rolling for the institution of an all–powerful National Sports Board (NSB) and a 

Tribunal to handle sporting disputes. 

❖ iTNT Hub signed a Letter of Intent (LoI) with Germany–based XeedQ GmbH at 

Umagine 2026 to start quantum computing programmes in Tamil Nadu. 

❖ India has reaffirmed that the Shaksgam Valley is part of its territory and rejected 

the China–Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) route passing through the area. 

❖ As a part of digitalizing India’s Dairy Sector more than 35.68 crore animals have 

been issued Pashu Aadhaar under the National Digital Livestock Mission (NDLM). 

❖ Akasa Air, India’s youngest airline, founded in 2020, has become a member of 

the International Air Transport Association (IATA). 

❖ India has produced 524.62 lakh tonnes of fertilisers in 2025, meeting nearly 73 

percent of domestic demand. 

❖ India’s Fish production has increased to 197.75 lakh tonnes in FY 2024–25. 

❖ The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH) launched a data–driven 

Zero–Fatalities Program in 100 high–risk districts across 15 states, including 

Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, and Karnataka. 

❖ India’s Union Minister for New and Renewable Energy has attended the 16th 

Assembly of the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) in Abu Dhabi, 

United Arab Emirates (UAE). 

❖ India has introduced stricter Know Your Customer (KYC) and Anti–Money 

Laundering (AML) rules for cryptocurrency users. 

❖ The Indian Army launched a new digital logistics platform called Depot 

Integration Management Edition (DIME). 

❖ India participated in the Second Global Summit on “Blue Food Security: Sea the 

Future 2026” held in Eilat, Israel. 

❖ The Indian Army signed a ₹168 crore contract for the Medium Altitude Persistent 

Surveillance System (MAPSS), India’s first solar–powered surveillance drone. 

❖ India is set to become a full member of the Pax Silica initiative, led by the United 

States Department of State, as early as February 2026. 
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❖ India ended the Consumer Price Index (CPI) series with 2012 as the base year 

and will start a new CPI series with 2024 as the base year. 

❖ Reliance Jio will launch a people–first artificial intelligence (AI) platform built in 

India, for India, and the world. 

❖  India is hosting the 28th Conference of Speakers and Presiding Officers of the 

Commonwealth (CSPOC) in New Delhi. 

❖ India marked the 151st Foundation Day of the India Meteorological Department 

(IMD) on 15 January 2026. 

❖ India’s non–fossil fuel installed capacity rose to 266.78 Gigawatt (GW) in 2025. 

❖ India’s Solar power capacity increased to 135.81 GW, and wind power capacity 

reached 54.51 GW in 2025. 

❖ India’s Bioenergy stood at 11.61 GW, small hydro power at 5.16 GW, and large 

hydro power at 50.91 GW. 

❖ GAIL India Limited has partnered with the Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory 

Board (PNGRB) for the National PNG Drive 2.0 initiative. 

❖ India and Germany are celebrating 75 years of diplomatic relations in 2026. 

❖ India has become the world’s second–largest 5G subscriber base after China, with 

over 400 million 5G users. 

❖ The Department of Financial Services launched the Paripoorna Mediclaim Ayush 

Bima for Central Government Health Scheme (CGHS) beneficiaries.  

❖ The Supreme Court of India ruled that unreserved (general) category seats are 

open to all candidates based on merit. 

❖ The Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana – National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY–

NRLM) has launched a National Campaign on Entrepreneurship to expand non–

farm livelihood opportunities for rural women. 

❖ India’s bioeconomy reached USD 166 billion in 2024, as announced during the 

inauguration of a Biosafety Level–4 (BSL–4) biocontainment facility in Gujarat. 

❖ The University Grants Commission (UGC) notified new regulations in January 

2026 to prevent caste–based discrimination in higher education institutions. 

❖ India’s food prices slipped into deflation (–0.2%) in 2025 for the first time since 

2014, contributing to a 12–year low retail inflation of 2.2%.  

❖ The Indian government has registered two high–yielding synthetic cattle breeds, 

Karan Fries and Vrindavani. 

❖ India’s First Green Ammonia Project is being developed at Kakinada, Andhra 

Pradesh 
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❖ India’s coal–fired power generation declined year–on–year in 2025 for the first 

time in about 50 years. 

❖ INS Sagardhwani, India’s oceanographic research vessel, was flagged off from 

Kochi for the Sagar Maitri–5 initiative. 

❖ Union Minister Jitendra Singh proposed using steel slag for road construction in 

hilly and Himalayan regions. 

❖ The Union Cabinet has approved the extension of the Atal Pension Yojana (APY) 

until the financial year 2030–31. 

❖ The National Legislative Index (NLI) was announced by Lok Sabha Speaker at the 

86th All India Presiding Officers Conference. 

❖ The 86th All India Presiding Officers’ Conference (AIPOC) was held in Lucknow 

under the theme of “Strong Legislature‑Prosperous Nation”. 

❖ The Ministry of Power released the Draft National Electricity Policy (NEP) 2026 

for public consultation. 

❖ Mumbai will host India’s first city–led climate action initiative, Mumbai Climate 

Week 2026, from February 17 to 19. 

❖ India has started its first open–sea marine fish farming project in the Andaman 

Sea. 

❖ India emerged as a global cooperative powerhouse, with over 8.5 lakh registered 

cooperatives as of 2025. 

❖ The International Conference on Democracy and Election Management (IICDEM) 

2026 concluded with the adoption of the Delhi Declaration 2026 in New Delhi. 

❖ The Government of India launched the Atlas of Climate Adaptation in Indian 

Agriculture (ACASA–India) to help farmers plan for climate challenges. 

❖ President Droupadi Murmu has inaugurated Granth Kutir, a book house, at 

Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi. 

❖ India is planning 100 gigawatts of hydro pumped storage by 2047. 

❖ DRDO showcased the LR–AShM hypersonic glide missile system for the first time 

at the 77th Republic Day parade. 

❖ The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change notified Greenhouse 

Gas Emission Intensity targets for 208 additional high–emitting units. 

❖ India reduced malaria cases by nearly 80% between 2015 and 2023 and is on 

track to meet its 2030 elimination target. 

❖ India is reaching 50% of its installed electricity capacity from non–fossil fuel 

sources, five years ahead of the 2030 target. 
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INTERNATIONAL 

❖ A Legionnaires’ disease, a severe form of pneumonia outbreak has prompted a 

health alert in Australia. 

❖ Archaeologists in China have unearthed a 2,200–year–old Qin Straight Road, a 

900 km highway built by Emperor Qin Shi Huang. 

❖ Abu Dhabi’s Sheikh Khalifa Medical City became the first hospital in the world 

to administer ITVISMA gene therapy. 

❖ Syria's interim President Ahmed al–Sharaa unveiled the country's new 

banknotes. 

❖ In the country’s first election since a military takeover in 2021, Guinea coup 

leader ⁠Mamady Doumbouya has been elected as the president. 

❖ Turkmenistan formally legalised cryptocurrency mining and exchange 

operations. 

❖ The United Nations (UN) has declared 2026 the International Year of Rangelands 

and Pastoralists. 

❖ Bulgaria officially adopted the euro, becoming the 21st member of the Eurozone. 

❖ The European Union (EU) has started the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism 

(CBAM) which imposes a carbon tax on imports of steel, aluminium, cement, 

chemicals, paper, glass, fertilisers, and power–sector goods. 

❖ Russia deployed the nuclear–capable Oreshnik missile system in Belarus. 

❖ India and Bangladesh started talks to renew the Ganga Water Sharing Treaty, 

which will expire in December 2026. 

❖ Bahrain, Colombia, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Latvia and Liberia 

have begun two–year terms as non–permanent members. 

❖ US President Donald Trump invoked the Monroe Doctrine to justify a US military 

operation in Venezuela. 

❖ The Organisation for Economic Co–operation and Development (OECD) and G20 

countries agreed on a global minimum tax package. 

❖ Pakistani archaeologists have discovered rare coins and decorative stones at a 

UNESCO–listed site near Takshashila. 

❖ The United Nations (UN) has declared 2026 as the International Year for 

Rangelands and Pastoralists. 

❖ The United States announced its withdrawal from 66 international organisations 

under the Trump administration. 

❖ The USA has focused on Venezuela’s mineral–rich Orinoco Belt and Guiana 

Shield. 
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❖ Brazil has handed over the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa) 

presidency to India for 2026. 

❖ Chile has formally backed India's aspiration for permanent membership of the 

United Nations Security Council (UNSC). 

❖ The United States (US) invited India and Australia to join the G7 finance 

ministers’ talks on critical minerals in Washington in January 2026. 

❖ India’s External Affairs Minister participated in India’s first–ever engagement with 

the Weimar Triangle, along with France, Germany, and Poland. 

❖ The United Nations (UN) High Seas Treaty will officially come into force on 18 

January 2026. 

❖ Israel announced its withdrawal from seven United Nations (UN) agencies and 

affiliated bodies in January 2026. 

❖ The Finke River has been recognised as the world’s oldest flowing river based on 

geological evidence. 

❖ The World Intellectual Foundation (WIF) will launch the Responsible Nations 

Index (RNI). 

❖ China unveiled its most advanced ballistic missile submarine, the Type 096 
Tang–Class. 

❖ Spain has joined the Indo–Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI) by handing over the 

Declaration of Accession to India’s External Affairs Minister. 

❖ India skipped the U.S. President Donald Trump–led “Board of Peace” charter 

announcement held in Davos. 

❖ The United States formally exited the World Health Organization (WHO) on 23 

January 2026, leaving unpaid dues of about 260 million US dollars. 

❖ India skipped the BRICS Plus naval exercise “Will for Peace 2026”, stating it is 

not an institutionalised BRICS activity. 

❖ The United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) commemorated its 

80th anniversary on 23 January 2026. 

❖ The European Union (EU) is considering the use of its trade ‘Bazooka’ (Anti–

Coercion Instrument – ACI) for the first time to counter United States (US) tariff 

threats linked to Greenland tensions. 

❖ India’s digital payment system, called UPI (Unified Payments Interface), will start 
in Japan in 2026. 

❖ The 6th ASEAN–India Digital Ministers’ Meeting was held virtually with the theme 
of the event is “Adaptive ASEAN: From Connectivity to Connected Intelligence.” 

❖ India and the European Union (EU) signed their first comprehensive Security and 

Defence Partnership. 

❖ Researchers reported the world’s oldest known cave artwork discovered in 

Indonesia. 
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ECONOMY 

❖ India became the world’s fourth–largest economy in 2025, overtaking Japan, with 

a Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of $4.18 trillion. 

❖ The RBI has started a review of the Scale–Based Regulation (introduced in 2022) 

framework for Non–Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs). 

❖ Growth in the Index of Industrial Production surged to a 25–month high of 6.7% 

in November 2025. 

❖ The first meeting of the Payments Regulatory Board (PRB) was held in Mumbai. 

❖ India imported $6.4 billion of refined silver in 2024, making it the world’s largest 

consumer of finished silver. 

❖ The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) notified the Foreign Exchange Management 

(Guarantees) Regulations, 2026. 

❖ The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will implement the Reserve Bank – Integrated 

Ombudsman Scheme (RB–IOS) 2026 from July 1, 2026. 

❖ The Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA) has formed a 

high–level Committee chaired by MS Sahoo to design a framework for assured 

payouts under the National Pension System (NPS). 

❖ India is the world leader in the number of Initial Public Offerings (IPOs) and ranks 

third globally by IPO value. 

❖ India is projected to become an upper–middle income country by 2030 and the 

third largest economy by 2028. 

❖ India’s electronics exports crossed $47 billion (₹4.15 trillion) in 2025, driven by 

the production–linked incentive (PLI) scheme for smartphone exports. 

❖ Indian banks’ credit–to–deposit (CD) ratio reached a record 81.75% in 2025, 

showing strong lending demand. 

❖ The Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA) has formed 

Narayan Ramachandran Committee   to modernise National Pension System 

investment rules. 

 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

❖ Since the researchers at the National University of Defence Technology (NUDT), 

China, accelerated a maglev (magnetic levitation) test vehicle to 700 km/h in just 

two seconds, it is described as the fastest superconducting electric maglev system 

in the world so far. 

❖ China unveiled the YJ–20 hypersonic anti–ship missile, which was launched from 

a Type 055 large destroyer. 
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❖ The DRDO successfully conducted the maiden flight test of the Pinaka Long 

Range Guided Rocket (LRGR–120) at the Integrated Test Range (ITR), Chandipur. 

❖ DRDO carried out a salvo launch test of two indigenous Pralay missiles from the 

same launcher. 

❖ The Ministry of Science and Technology has developed new open–source software, 

Path Gennie, for fast tracking of drug discovery. 

❖ The Indian Army has successfully carried out India’s first 3D Flex Aqueous 

Angiography with iStent.  

❖ The US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved the first oral pill called 

Mitapivat for treating anaemia in adult thalassemia patients. 

❖ India’s first government hospital–based Artificial Intelligence (AI) clinic was 

launched at the Government Institute of Medical Sciences (GIMS), Greater Noida. 

❖ India has developed indigenously made Automatic Weather Stations (AWS) using 

3D–printing technology under Mission Mausam. 

❖ Scientists have detected cetacean morbillivirus, a highly infectious virus that 

affects whales, dolphins, porpoises, and pilot whales in Arctic waters for the first 

time. 

❖ The Wolf Supermoon appeared in the sky on January 3, 2026, marking the first 

full Moon of the year. 

❖ The DRDO has developed a portable desalination system to provide drinking 

water to soldiers in remote and water–scarce areas. 

❖ Pakistan Air Force has successfully conducted a flight test of the Taimoor air–

launched cruise missile with a range of 600 kilometres. 

❖ The Indian Coast Guard Ship (ICGS) Samudra Pratap, the first indigenously 

designed Pollution Control Vessel built by Goa Shipyard Limited, is also the 

largest ship in the ICG fleet and was commissioned in Goa. 

❖ Scientists have created the first three–dimensional (3D) images of Mexico’s 

Popocatépetl volcano to better understand its internal magma movement. 

❖ NASA has, for the first time, studied the internal structure of a white dwarf 

system in detail. 

❖ Researchers from the Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research 

(JNCASR) used supercomputers to simulate ice formation and confirm the 

Mpemba Effect. 

❖ ISRO reported that cosmic dust hits Earth’s atmosphere every 16 minutes. 

❖ Financial Software and Systems has become the first payments company in 

India, the Middle East, Asia Pacific, and South Africa to get ISO IEC 42001 

Certification Lead status. 
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❖ NASA’s Hubble Space Telescope has discovered a starless gas cloud called Cloud 

9 near the galaxy Messier 94. 

❖ Raman Research Institute (RRI) has developed a new technique to measure cold 

atoms without disturbing them. 

❖ NASA has brought four astronauts back early from the International Space 

Station (ISS) due to a medical concern affecting one crew member. 

❖ The asteroid 2025 MN45 is the fastest–spinning asteroid of its size ever observed. 

❖ The National Institute of Information and Communications Technology (NICT), 

Japan, achieved the world’s first 2 terabits per second (Tbit/s) free–space optical 

(FSO) communication. 

❖ The DRDO successfully flight–tested the indigenous Man Portable Anti–Tank 

Guided Missile (MPATGM). 

❖ SCORP, A legged mobile manipulator was developed by xTerra Robotics, which is 

incubated at the IIT Kanpur. 

❖ Chennai–based OrbitAid Aerospace launched AyulSAT onboard ISRO’s PSLV–

C62 to demonstrate in–orbit satellite refuelling. 

❖ Earth’s ocean heat content (OHC) has set a new record in 2025 by absorbing an 

additional ~23 zettajoules (ZJ) of heat. 

❖ DRDO successfully conducted a long–duration ground test of an actively cooled 

full–scale scramjet combustor, which demonstrated sustained performance for 

over 12 minutes. 

❖ The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) organised the 

BHASHINI Samudaye workshop to strengthen India’s Language Artificial 

Intelligence (AI) ecosystem in New Delhi. 

❖ Scientists discovered two new frog species – Soman’s Slender Arm Frog 

(Leptobrachium soman) and Mechuka Slender Arm Frog (Leptobrachium 

mechuka).in Arunachal Pradesh. 

❖ The CSIR–National Institute of Science Communication and Policy Research 

(CSIR–NIScPR) marked its 5th Foundation Day in January 2026. 

❖ Scientists have developed an efficient large–scale method to produce tagatose, a 

healthier alternative to regular sugar and artificial sweeteners. 

❖ Scientists inaugurated the world’s first global repository of mountain ice cores at 

Concordia Research Station on the Antarctic Plateau. 

❖ Google has launched Translate Gemma, an artificial intelligence (AI) based open 

translation model built on Gemma 3 architecture, supporting 55 global 

languages, including high– and low–resource languages. 

❖ NASA’s Voyager 1 spacecraft, launched in 1977 is expected to reach a distance 

of one light–day from Earth. 
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❖ Scientists have discovered a 5,200–year–old wooden boat beneath Lake Mendota 

in the United States, revealing details of early human life and advanced 

woodworking skills. 

❖ The United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved Zycubo for the 

treatment of children with Menkes disease. 

❖ The Sun released its most powerful solar radiation storm in over two decades, 

reaching Earth in January 2026. 

❖ Scientists have discovered a new ginger species named Parakaempferia alba of 

Zingiberaceae family in the Siang Valley of Arunachal Pradesh. 

❖ The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research – Central Institute of Mining 

and Fuel Research (CSIR–CIMFR) conducted India’s first full–system safety 

assessment of a hydrogen compressor–dispenser. 

❖ ASC ARJUN is a humanoid robot designed for advanced research and industrial 

applications. 

❖ Microsoft launched the Maia 200 AI chip, offering 30% higher performance per 

dollar, and deployed it in U.S. data centres for Microsoft 365 Copilot and cloud 

AI services. 

❖ Indian startup Akashlabdhi is preparing to launch the country’s first inflatable 

space habitat, named AntarikshHAB. 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

❖ A rare Eastern Imperial Eagle (Aquila heliaca) was spotted in the Mudumalai Tiger 

Reserve (MTR) during the winter migratory season. 

❖ The Government of India has declared the Parvati–Arga Bird Sanctuary in Gonda 

district, Uttar Pradesh, as an Eco–Sensitive Zone (ESZ). 

❖ Amazonian stingless bees became the first insects in the world to receive legal 

rights. 

❖ India recorded the deaths of 166 tigers in 2025 (highest annual tiger mortality 

since Project Tiger), according to the latest data released by the National Tiger 

Conservation Authority (NTCA). 

❖ Karnataka has recorded its first sighting of the Sandalwood Leopard, a rare pale 

reddish–pink morph of the Indian leopard, in Vijayanagara district. 

❖ Seven of the world’s rarest galaxy frogs (Melanobatrachus indicus) in Kerala’s 

Western Ghats have vanished and are presumed dead. 

❖ A new non–venomous reed snake named Calamaria mizoramensis was 

discovered in Mizoram. 
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❖ For over sixty years, a small olive–green bird in Bolivia’s Beni savannas was 

misclassified, but new research confirmed it as a distinct species. 

❖ Satellite tagging of sea turtles began on Chennai beaches as a first–of–its–kind 

initiative in the city. 

❖ The Tamil Nadu government notified 100 forest blocks as Reserved Forests during 

2021–2025. 

❖ Three new meadow katydid species, named Conocephalus usmanii, 

Conocephalus nagariensis, and Conocephalus ganderbali were discovered in 

Jammu and Kashmir. 

❖ The MSTrIPES (Monitoring System for Tigers: Intensive Protection and Ecological 

Status) app is being used for the All–India Tiger Estimation Survey 2026 in 

Anamalai Tiger Reserve. 

❖ A rare sighting of Smooth–coated otter was recently recorded in the Adyar River. 

❖ The Kashmir markhor (Capra falconeri cashmeriensis), India’s rarest wild goat, 

is facing local extinction with only 200–300 individuals left. 

❖ Tamil Nadu’s first Vulture Safe Zones will be created around the Moyar River 

Valley in the Nilgiris Biosphere Reserve. 

❖ The latest crocodile census showed an increase in crocodile numbers (84) in 

Similipal National Park, Odisha. 

❖ The Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) has launched a Indian Skimmer 

conservation project under the National Mission for Clean Ganga at Dehradun. 

❖ Berkeley Earth’s annual temperature report found that 2025 was the warmest La 

Niña year on record. 

❖ Scientists have discovered a 300–400–year–old giant black coral measures about 

13 feet in height and 15 feet in width in the deep waters of Fiordland, New 

Zealand. 

❖ Tamil Nadu scheduled its first State–wide raptor assessment on January 31 and 

February 1, 2026. 

❖ Scientists discovered Indiaphonte bijoyi, a new tiny crustacean species in the 

Kavaratti lagoon of Lakshadweep. 

❖ Brandt’s hedgehog (Paraechinus hypomelas) has been discovered in Jammu and 

Kashmir. 

❖ The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change declared Kumbhalgarh 

Wildlife Sanctuary in Rajasthan as an Eco–Sensitive Zone (ESZ). 

❖ Scientists have discovered two new extremely rare species of ant flies named 

Metadon ghorpadei and Metadon reemeri in Delhi and the Western Ghats. 

❖ The Indian scientists have discovered a new blind caecilian species named 

Gegeneophis valmiki in the northern Western Ghats of Maharashtra. 

mailto:thervupettagam@shankariasacad.in
https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/


                   

 

                           For any Queries Mail to: thervupettagam@shankariasacad.in                    17 
 

❖ The Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) 

launched India’s second pan–India dolphin population survey from Bijnor, Uttar 

Pradesh. 

❖ The Gandak River in Bihar has become India’s second–largest habitat for 

gharials, after the Chambal River. 

❖ Wild animal attacks caused 685 human deaths in Tamil Nadu during the last 10 

years (2015–2025). 

 

REPORTS AND INDICES 

❖ The Global Cement and Concrete Association (GCCA) India – National Council for 

Cement and Building Materials (NCB) released the “Carbon Uptake by Concrete” 

report during the 63rd Foundation Day of NCB on 26 December 2025. 

❖ The RBI released the Trends and Progress of Banking in India 2023–24 report, 

highlighting emerging risks in the banking sector. 

❖ The Ministry of Jal Shakti has released the Dynamic Groundwater Resource 

Assessment Report 2025 to evaluate India’s groundwater status. 

❖ According to World Weather Attribution Annual Report 2025, Although 2025 did 

not surpass the global temperature record set in 2024, it will rank among the 

hottest years ever recorded. 

❖ The RBI released its Financial Stability Report (FSR), a biannual publication on 

January 2, 2026. 

❖ The International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD) has 

released a report on climate funding for the Hindu Kush Himalaya (HKH) region. 

❖ The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India released the second edition 

of the ‘State Finances 2023–24’ report. 

❖ The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) released the Arctic 

Report Card 2025. 

❖ NITI Aayog has prepared the report “A Comprehensive Framework to Promote 

Affordable Housing” with the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs. 

❖ UN’s World Economic Situation and Prospects Report 2026 was produced by the 

United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA). 

❖ National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), under the Ministry of Home Affairs, 

released the second edition of the Inter–Operable Criminal Justice System (ICJS) 

2.0 rankings 

❖ NITI Aayog released the 5th edition of “Trade Watch Quarterly” for Quarter I of 

FY 2025–26 (April–June 2025) on January 6, 2026. 
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❖ The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) has released the report “India’s PV 

Manufacturing & Its Strategic Inflection Points” at the Bharat Climate Forum 

2026. 

❖ The Central Ground Water Board (CGWB) has released the Annual Groundwater 

Quality Report 2025. 

❖ According to the 2025 Global Assessment Report on Disaster Risk Reduction 

(GAR 2025), global wildfires caused about USD 106 billion in total economic 

losses. 

❖ The World Bank released the Global Economic Prospects (GEP) report, published 

twice yearly to assess global growth. 

❖ The World Economic Forum (WEF) released the Global Risks Report 2026. 

❖ The International Labour Organization (ILO) released the Employment and Social 

Trends Report 2026. 

❖ The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) report “State Finances: A Study of Budgets of 

2025–26” highlights demographic transition in India. 

❖ NITI Aayog and The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) released a report on 

e–waste and lithium–ion battery recycling. 

❖ The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) released 

the report Global Investment Trends Monitor for 2024. 
 

Report Organization Top Bottom India’s 

position 

India’s Investments 

in FY26 

– Andhra Pradesh – 

India’s top 

investment 

destination (25.3%) 

Uttar 

Pradesh 

(2.7%) and 

Karnataka 

(2.1%) –

lower shares 

– 

Organ Donations in 

2025 

Jeevasarthakathe 

– State Organ and 

Tissue Transplant 

Organisation 

(SOTTO) of 

Karnataka 

Karnataka– 

highest–ever 

number of organ 

donors (198) 

– – 

UN DESA Report 

2025 

United Nations 

Department of 

Economic and 

Social Affairs 

– – India– 
fourth 
largest 

economy 
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Henley Passport 

Index 2026 

– Singapore  – 80th 

Responsible Nations 

Index 2026 

– Singapore  – 16th 

Numbeo Safety 

Index 2026 

 

– Qingdao in China – 

ranked as the safest 

city in the world. 
 

Mangaluru in 

Karnataka –

emerged as the 

safest city in India. 
 

Papua New Guinea, 

Venezuela, and 

Haiti – among the 

least safe countries. 

– – 

Numbeo Global 

Safety Index 2026 

– Abu Dhabi  – – 

Asia Manufacturing 

Index (AMI) 2026 

– China  – 6 

 

STATES 

❖ The West Bengal Police registered a Zero FIR at Suti police station, regardless of 

the place of crime. 

❖ The Batadrava Than Redevelopment Project (birthplace of Shankaradeva) was 

inaugurated in Assam. 
❖ Rohtasgarh Fort, also called Rohtas Fort, one of the largest forts in India and the 

world is located on the banks of the Sone River in Bihar.  

❖ The Delhi government has partnered with the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) 

Kanpur to develop an AI–based grievance redressal system called Intelligent 

Grievance Monitoring System (IGMS). 

❖ The Karnataka Strategic & Intelligence Unit, will integrate APIs from universities, 

colleges, training institutions, and government databases.  

❖ The Institute of Kidney Diseases and Research Centre (IKDRC), Ahmedabad, in 

Gujarat completed 500 kidney transplants in 2025, becoming the only public 

sector hospital in India to achieve this milestone in a single year. 
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❖ Assam has become the first state in India to constitute the 8th State Pay 

Commission on 1 January 2026. 

❖ Surat is set to become India’s first fully slum–free city through planned urban 

development and housing programmes. 

❖ Tripura State Load Dispatch Centre (SLDC) has received ISO/IEC 27001:2022 

certification. 

❖ Assam will procure a proton therapy machine for cancer treatment; thus, it will 

become the first state in India to offer proton therapy in the public health system. 

❖ Maharashtra and Karnataka have the highest farmer suicide rates in India, about 

2.5 times the national average. 

❖ Haryana recorded a Sex Ratio at Birth (SRB) of 923 in 2025, which is the highest 

in the last five years. 

❖ Kerala has introduced the Right to Disconnect Bill, 2025 to protect private sector 

employees from work communication after office hours. 

❖ The Bhoramdev Corridor Development Project was launched at Bhoramdev Dham 

in Kabirdham district, Chhattisgarh. 

❖ The Expert Appraisal Committee (EAC) has recommended the environmental 

clearance for the 1,200–megawatt (MW) Kalai–II hydropower project in Arunachal 

Pradesh. 

❖ The Telangana Legislative Assembly has passed a Bill abolishing the two–child 

norm for contesting local body elections. 

❖ India has launched its first commercial tropical Recirculatory Aquaculture 

System (RAS) based rainbow trout farm in Telangana. 

❖ Lucknow is set to get India’s first urban night safari at the Kukrail Forest Area 

on the northern outskirts of the city.  

❖ The Jharkhand Cabinet approved rules under the Panchayats (Extension to 

Scheduled Areas) Act (PESA), 1996, to empower Gram Sabhas in the State. 

❖ Gujarat is the leading okra producer in India, with cultivation spread across 

93,955 hectares in 2023–24, producing 11.68 lakh tonnes. 

❖ Uttar Pradesh has opened its first Braille library dedicated to visually impaired 

persons. 

❖ The Delhi Government signed a historic MoU with the RBI, which brings Delhi 

under the RBI’s full banking, cash, and debt management framework for the first 

time. 

❖ The Tripura government identified 10 river sites to generate about 185 megawatts 

of power using hydrokinetic turbine technology. 

❖ Keyi Panyor district in Arunachal Pradesh is set to become India’s first Bio–Happy 

District. 
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❖ Bengaluru was ranked the best city for women in India in 2025 with the highest 

City Inclusion Score of 53.29, based on social and industrial inclusion. 

❖ The Union Home Ministry has approved Amaravati as the sole capital of Andhra 

Pradesh. 

❖ West Bengal has started a 5 km long bridge over the Muriganga River to connect 

Sagar Island with the mainland. 

❖ Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited (HPCL), commissioned the world’s first 

Liquid Conversion–Maximum (LC–Max) unit at Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh 

(AP). 

❖ The Kalpetta judicial district in Kerala’s Wayanad district has become India’s 

First Fully Paperless District Court in the country. 

❖ The Kerala government has officially renamed the Aralam Wildlife Sanctuary the 

Aralam Butterfly Sanctuary. 

❖ The Indian Navy is set to establish a new base in West Bengal’s Haldia, about 

100 kilometres from Kolkata. 

❖ Puri in Odisha officially became India's first city where tap water is safe to drink 

directly, without boiling or filtering. 

❖ Bamanwas Kankar panchayat in Rajasthan has become the first village body in 

the State to be certified as fully organic. 

❖ The Public Investment Board has approved the Kamala Hydroelectric Project in 

Arunachal Pradesh. 

❖ Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology (KIIT), Bhubaneswar, Odisha, ranked 

fifth in India for attracting international students. 

❖ The Regional Office of the Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export 

Development Authority (APEDA) was inaugurated at Raipur, Chhattisgarh. 

❖ The month–long festival "Boda Tyohar", was commenced in Nahan, Himachal 

Pradesh. 

❖ The 2,000–year–old Zehanpora Buddhist stupa complex in Baramulla, Jammu & 

Kashmir, has been scientifically excavated. 

❖ Chhattisgarh has topped in implementing the Automated Permanent Academic 

Account Registry (APAAR) system by generating 50,60,941 IDs for students as of 

January 7. 

❖ The Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) with a budget of Rs 74,427 

crore,  is one of the largest spending authorities in the country. 

❖ Kathputli, meaning wooden doll (kath = wood, putli = doll), is one of Rajasthan’s 

oldest folk–art forms. 

❖ The Kerala Legislative Assembly has passed the Malayalam Language Bill, 2025, 

making Malayalam the sole official language of the State. 
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❖ The 3rd Indian Lighthouse Festival was inaugurated at Visakhapatnam to develop 

historic lighthouses as tourism hubs to boost local economies. 

❖ Bamanwas Kankar gram panchayat in Rajasthan became the State’s first fully 

organic panchayat. 

❖ Odisha will become the first Indian state to launch a comprehensive chronic 

kidney disease (CKD) registry by March 31, 2026. 

❖ Tripura Gramin Bank became the first Regional Rural Bank (Gramin Bank) in 

India to introduce a solar–powered ATM van. 

❖ The Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA), has launched a National Capacity Building 

Programme for Tribal Healers in Hyderabad, Telangana.  

❖ Kerala recorded the highest personal four–wheeler electric vehicle (EV) adoption 

in 2025 among Indian states. 

❖ Maharashtra’s State Election Commission has decided to revert to traditional 

indelible ink for zilla parishad and panchayat samiti elections after complaints 

that marker–pen ink could be wiped off. 

❖ Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister announced a new spaceport at Hope Island. 

❖ The issue of the Scheduled Tribe (ST) status of the Lambada community also 

called Banjaras in Telangana has reached the Supreme Court again. 

❖ A Guillain‑Barré Syndrome (GBS), a rare neurological disorder outbreak has been 

reported in Manasa town, Neemuch district, Madhya Pradesh recently. 

❖ The Odisha government announced a complete ban on gutkha, pan masala, and 

all tobacco and nicotine products on 23 January 2026. 

❖ Delhi will introduce a single emergency number, 112, for police, fire, ambulance, 

and disaster services. 

❖ The Prime Minister attended the Bagurumba Dwhou 2026 cultural programme 

in Guwahati, Assam. 

❖ Gujarat laid the foundation stone for India’s first integrated private satellite 

manufacturing unit at Sanand (Khoraj), Gujarat. 

❖ Prime Minister laid the foundation stone of the ₹6,957–crore, 34.5 km Kaziranga 

Elevated Corridor on NH–715 in Assam.  

❖ Kerala has officially declared Bacillus subtilis as its State Microbe and dedicated 

the Centre of Excellence in Microbiome (CoEM) to the public. 

❖ Recent excavations at Kote Veerabhadreshwar Temple in Lakkundi village, Gadag 

district, Karnataka, have uncovered Neolithic–era artefacts. 

❖ NLC India Limited (NLCIL) has commissioned its full 300–Megawatt (MW) 

Barsingar Solar Power Project in Rajasthan. 

❖ Maharashtra has started India’s first menopause clinics in government hospitals 

and urban health facilities. 
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GI TAGS  

GI Tag Place 

Ponduru Khadi Andhra Pradesh  

Nagauri Ashwagandha  Rajasthan 

 

INITIATIVES, SCHEMES AND CAMPAIGNS  

Name Ministry/Organization Aim  

Twin Cities 

Partnership 

Madurai and Camberley Promoting cooperation in education 

and research, culture and heritage, 

tourism, economic development, and 

urban governance and sustainability 

VijAIpatha labs 

initiative 

Karnataka government Equipping government school students 

with future–ready skills in AI, Science, 

Technology, Engineering and 

Mathematics (STEM), robotics, coding 

and digital innovation 

Electronics 

Components 

Manufacturing 

Scheme (ECMS) - 
Phase III 

Union Government To strengthen domestic electronics 

component manufacturing in India 

Market Access 

Support (MAS) 

Intervention 

Government of India To promote export diversification and 

improve the global competitiveness of 

Indian exports 

Export Promotion 

Mission (EPM) 

Government of India Two pilot schemes– 

Interest Subvention Scheme– 2.75% 

interest support on rupee export credit 

for selected exporters 

Collateral Support Scheme – credit 

guarantees up to ₹10 crore through the 

Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for Micro 

and Small Enterprises (CGTMSE) 
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National Digital 

Land Initiative – 

Land Stack 

Ministry of Rural 

Development (MoRD) 

To improve transparency and 

accessibility in land record 

management 

‘Ulagam Ungal 

Kaiyil’ initiative 

Tamil Nadu government Free laptop distribution to the students 

from Government and Government–

aided colleges, and eligible private 

college students 

Musi Riverfront 

Development 

project 

Telangana government To rejuvenate the Musi River in 

Hyderabad, Telangana 

Sanskaar Shaala Assam government To teach Indian cultural traditions, 

discipline, and social responsibility at 

an early age (4 to 14 years) 

Chief Minister’s 

Mannuyir Kaathu 

Mannuyir Kaappom 

Scheme 

Tamil Nadu Government Promotes green manuring, where 

specific crops are grown and mixed into 

the soil to improve soil health 

Global Governance 

Initiative 

China To make global governance more 

inclusive, representative, and people–

centred 

BHARATI initiative Agricultural and 

Processed Food Products 

Export Development 

Authority (APEDA) 

Supports agri–food and agri–tech 

startups and helps them reach global 

markets 

International Spice 

Routes Heritage 

Network 

Kerala Government To revive historic spice trade routes 

connecting Kerala with global markets 

Raisina Science 

Diplomacy 

Initiative (RSDI) 

2026 

Indian government To integrate science diplomacy into 

India’s Raisina Dialogue, the country’s 

premier conference on geopolitics and 

geo–economics 

Bal Vivah Mukt 

Bharat campaign 

Indian government To reduce child marriage by 10% by 

2026 and eliminate it nationwide by 

2030 

Textiles 

Transformation 

(DLTT) initiative 

Ministry of Textiles To transform 100 high–potential 

districts into Global Export Champions 

and develop 100 Aspirational Districts 

into self–reliant hubs 
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SHINE Scheme Bureau of Indian 

Standards 

To place women at the centre of India’s 

quality journey 

The Akka Pade 

Scheme  

Karnataka  To enhance the safety of women and 

children. 

‘Aame Padhiba 

Aama Bhasare’ 

Scheme 

Odisha government To provide early childhood education in 

the mother tongue for children aged 3–

6 years. 

Kalaignar Kanavu 

Illam Scheme  

Government of Tamil 

Nadu. 

It aims to provide permanent concrete 

houses to poor and homeless families 

in rural areas. 

 

PERSONALITIES AND AWARDS  

Award  Awardee  Associated field Remarks 

– Smriti Mandhana – Second India player and 

fourth player to go Past 

10,000 runs in women's 

internationals 

– Rakesh Agarwal IPS officer Interim Director General of 

the National Investigation 

Agency (NIA) 

The Israel Prize 

for Peace 

Donald Trump US President – 

– Khaleda Zia Former 

Bangladesh PM 

(first female Prime 

Minister of 

Bangladesh) 

– 

– Divya Arul Puducherry Summited Mount Elbrus 

(5,642 metres), Russia - 
highest peak in Europe 

– Kaamya 

Karthikeyan 

(Mumbai) 

18 year–old Indian 

mountaineer 

The youngest Indian and the 

second–youngest woman in 

the world to ski to the South 

Pole 

– From Volga to 

Ganga 

Rahul Sankrityayan 

(1893–1963) 
Translated into Tamil for the 

seventh time 
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– Warren Buffett Continues as 

Chairman 

Retired as Chief Executive 

Officer (CEO) of Berkshire 

Hathaway 

– Zohran Mamdani New York Mayor First time a Mayor of New 

York City has used Islam’s 

holy text, Quran to take oath 

Nritya Kalanidhi 

award 

Urmila 

Satyanarayanan 

Bharatanatyam 

dancer 

– 

– Rajendra Singh  Water 

conservationist 

Commissioner to study 

pollution in the 

Thamirabarani River 
– L Ganesan Senior Dravidian 

leader and DMK 

high–level action 

committee member 

– 

IFFCO Sahitya 

Samman 2025 

Maitreyi Pushpa Hindi writer Contribution to Hindi 

literature, especially 

writings related to rural life 

IFFCO Young 

Literary Award 

2025 

Ankita Jain – – 

– Delcy Rodriguez – Interim President of 

Venezuela  

– Suresh Kalmadi Senior Congress 

leader and former 

Union Minister 

– 

– Fatima 

Abdulrahman Al 

Awadhi 

– Youngest Arab to summit 

Mount Vinson in Antarctica 

– Siddaramaiah – Longest–serving CM of 

Karnataka 

– Madhav Gadgil Renowned Indian 

ecologist 

 

Dairy Titan 

Award 

Aavin – For its leadership in 

promoting sustainability in 

the dairy sector and farmers' 

welfare 
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70th Ati Vishisht 

Rail Seva 

Puraskar 2025 

100 railway 

officials 

– One among the Highest 

honours in Indian Railways 

SKOCH Gold 

Award 

NLC India 

Limited (NLCIL) 

– Financial performance for 

its financial management, 

operational efficiency, and 

value creation 

2025 Nobel 

Peace Prize 

Machado – For her work promoting 

democratic rights and 

peaceful transition in 

Venezuela 

IREDA 

Excellence 

Award 

IREDA (Indian 

Renewable Energy 

Development 

Agency Limited) 

– – 

Tamil Nadu 

State Awards 

2026  

 

Thiruvalluvar 

Award 2026 –               

Dr. Sathiyavel 

Muruganar. 

 

Kamarajar Award 

2025 –

Idhayathulla 

 

Mahakavi 

Bharathiyar 

Award 2025 – 

Nellai Jayantha 

 

Pavendhar 

Bharathidasan 

Award 2025 – 

Yugabharathi 

 

Thamizh Thenral 

Thiru. Vi. Ka. The 

Award 2025 – 

Iraiyanbu 

 

Ayyan 

Thiruvalluvar 

– – 
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Award –                          

M.P. Sathiyavel 

Muruganar  

 

Thanthai Periyar 

Award –                        

A. Arulmozhi  

 

Annal Ambedkar 

Award –                              

M. Sinthanai 

Selvan  

 

Perarignar Anna 

Award – 

Duraimurugan 

The UN 

Secretary 

General’s Award 

2025  

Major Swathi 

Shantha Kumar 

– – 

– D.B. Venkatesh 

Varma  

A former Indian 

Foreign Service 

(IFS) officer 

Nominated to chair the UN 

Advisory Board on 

Disarmament Matters for 

the 2026–27 term. 

– Aaryan Varshney 

(of Delhi)  

India’s 92nd Chess 

Grandmaster  

– 

– Revati Mohite 

Dere  

– The first woman Chief 

Justice of the Meghalaya 

High Court. 

– Praveen Vashista  – Appointed as Vigilance 

Commissioner in the Central 

Vigilance Commission (CVC) 

Tamil Nadu's 

diaspora awards 

2026  

 

Tamil Mamani 

award – Dr. 

Annamalai 

Kaniyan  

 

Poongundranar 

awards: 

 

– – 
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Mohamed Haniffa 

bin Abdullah 

(education) 

 

Saravanan 

Padmanabhan 

and 

Senthilkumar 

Ramalingam 

(community 

development) 

 

Gokilavani 

Prakashdevan 

(women) 

 

Ansari Wahid 

(trade)  

 

Thirumalaisamy 

Velavan (science 

and technology) 

 

Kabilan 

Dharmarajan 

(medicine) 

 

Best Cultural 

Ambassador 

Award–Depa Rani  

Ati Vishisht Rail 

Sewa Puruskar 

Chandana Sinha  RPF inspector  for her exceptional work in 

preventing child trafficking 

and rescuing children. 

Tyler Prize  Toby Kiers  American biologist  for Environmental 

Achievement for her 

research on mycorrhizal 

fungal networks. 

United Nations 

(UN) Secretary–

General’s Award 

2025  

Swathi Shantha 

Kumar  

Indian Army Major  – 
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– Sunita Williams  – After worked for 27 years 

retired from NASA on 27th 

December 2025 

Padmapani 

Award  

Ilaiyaraaja  Veteran music 

composer  

– 

– Saina Nehwal  – Olympic medallist has 

announced her retirement 

from competitive badminton 

in January 2026. 

– Yash Anil 

Rashiya 

Roll Ball athlete  won the gold medal at the 

7th Roll Ball World Cup 

2025 held in Dubai. 

The Indira 

Gandhi Prize for 

Peace, 

Disarmament 

and Development 

2025  

Graca Machel Mozambican rights 

activist  

– 

–  Novak Djokovic  Serbian tennis 

player 

the first player to achieve 

400 singles match wins at 

Grand Slam tournaments. 

Padma 

Vibhushan  

N. Rajam and 

Dharmendra 

Singh Deol 

(Posthumous)  

– – 

Padma Bhushan  Alka Yagnik, 

Mammootty, and 

Uday Kotak  

– – 

Padma Shri  Krishnan 

Vijay Kumar  

A.E. 

Muthunayagam 

Veteran space 

scientist  

– – 
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– Lieutenant K M 

Sudha  

– the first person from India’s 

Northeast to win a gold 

medal at a National Cadet 

Corps (NCC) officers’ 

training event. 

– Simran Bala  – the first woman from the 

Rajouri district in Jammu 

and Kashmir to become a 

CRPF (Central Reserve 

Police Force) officer. 

Anna Medal for 

Gallantry 2026  

Peter Johnson  

V. Sankar,                   

S.Rameshkumar, 

and P. Suresh 

– – 

Ashoka Chakra 

Award 2026 

 

Shubhanshu 

Shukla  

Astronaut  – 

Kottai Ameer 

Award 

M. Kalimula  – – 

Narayanasamy 

Naidu Paddy 

Productivity 

Award 

Farmer                              

G. Veeramani  

– – 

Gandhi Adigal 

Police Medals 

Inspector                       

P. Natarajan, 

sub–inspectors 

M.Sathianandan, 

S. Manikandan, 

K. Natarajan, 

and constable 

V.P. Kannan  

– – 

 D. 

Gnanasundaram  

Tamil Scholar  Deputy Director of the 

Central Institute of Classical 

Tamil. 

 Ajit Pawar's  Maharashtra 

Deputy Chief 

Minister  

He was sworn in as 

Maharashtra’s deputy chief 

minister for a sixth time. 
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EVENTS AND SUMMITS 

❖ The Centenary celebrations of the Ol Chiki script of the Santhali Language were 

held at Jamshedpur, Jharkhand. 

❖ The exposition of the sacred Piprahwa Relics, believed to be associated with the 

mortal remains of Lord Buddha was hosted in Delhi. 

❖ The 150th international convention, celebrated under the theme of ‘One World, 

One life – The spirit of new humanity’, at the Adyar. 

❖ Arunachal Pradesh hosted its first–ever New Year Sunrise Festival at Dong village 

in Anjaw district in 2026. 

❖ A three–day international Spice Routes Conference will be held in Kochi, Kerala, 

to strengthen cultural and heritage tourism and position Kerala as a global 

heritage destination. 

❖ The 50th meeting of PRAGATI (Pro–Active Governance and Timely 

Implementation), a technology–enabled platform was held in New Delhi. 

❖ Tamil Nadu’s first jallikattu event of 2026 will be held at Thatchankurichi village 

in Pudukottai district. 

❖ The Ministry of AYUSH (Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and 

Homoeopathy) celebrated the 9th Siddha Day at Kalaivanar Arangam, Chennai. 

❖ The Aeronautical Development Agency (ADA) began a two–day national seminar 

titled ‘Aeronautics 2047’ in Bengaluru, marking 25 years of successful flight of 

the Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas. 

❖ As the year 2026 marks 1,000 years since the first recorded attack on the 

Somnath Temple in 1026 AD by Mahmud of Ghazni, Prime Minister published 

an article titled “Somnath: 1,000 years of unbroken faith”. 

❖ UmagineTN 2026, the 4th edition of Tamil Nadu’s flagship global technology and 

innovation summit was held in Chennai. 

❖ Rajasthan will host the Regional Artificial Intelligence Impact Conference in 

Jaipur. 

❖ The Election Commission of India will host the India International Conference on 

Democracy and Election Management (IICDEM) 2026 in New Delhi. 

❖ National Textiles Ministers Conference 2026 was held in Guwahati, organised by 

the Ministry of Textiles in collaboration with the Government of Assam. 

❖ Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) Foundation Day is celebrated on 6th January, 

2026. 

❖ The Third International Conference on Indian Languages was held in New Delhi. 

❖ The 9th Apex–Level Meeting of the Narco–Coordination Centre (NCORD) was held 

in New Delhi. 
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❖ The 16th ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting–Plus (ADMM–Plus) Experts Working 

Group on Counter Terrorism was held in New Delhi. 

❖ The 83rd Annual Golden Globe Awards were held in California, USA, recognizing 

excellence in films and television released in 2025. 

❖ Union Home Minister inaugurated the 3rd International Kite Festival 2026 in 

Baansera Park, New Delhi. 

❖ The India Global Education Summit (IGES) 2026 is being held in Chennai, Tamil 

Nadu. 

❖ The World Economic Forum’s Annual Meeting was held in Davos, Switzerland. 

❖ The Global Democracy Conference (GDC) is going to be held in USA with a theme 

of Confronting Public Support for Anti–Democratic Leaders. 

 

DEFENCE EXERCISES AND OPERATIONS 

Name Countries/ Organization 

Involved  

Venue 

Justice Mission 2025 Chinese Army (PLA) Taiwan 

Sanjha Shakti The Indian Army  Maharashtra 

DOSTI–17 India, Sri Lanka and the 

Maldives  

Maldives 

Joint Hazardous and 

Noxious Substances 

(HNS) response drill  

Indian Coast Guard and 

Japan Coast  

Mumbai 

Operation Megaburu – A large–scale anti–Maoist 

counter–insurgency operation 

conducted against the 

Communist Party of India Maoist 

in the Saranda forest area of West 

Singhbhum district, Jharkhand. 

 

SPORTS 

❖ Indian chess players Koneru Humpy and Arjun Erigaisi won bronze medals at 

the FIDE (Fédération Internationale des Échecs) World Rapid Chess 

Championships 2025 was held in Doha, Qatar. 

❖ Amieyra Khoslla clinched the gold medal in the Youth Girls (Under–17) category 

at the 29th National Sport Climbing Championship 2025. 
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❖ The Indian women’s hockey team signed off 2025 with a silver medal at the 

Women’s Asia Cup. 

❖ The 44th Junior National Kho Kho Championship began in Bengaluru, Karnataka. 

❖ The 72nd National Volleyball Tournament is being held in Varanasi, Uttar 

Pradesh. 

❖ Virat Kohli regained the number one spot in the International Cricket Council 

(ICC) One Day International (ODI) batter rankings. 

❖ Karnataka emerged as the overall champion of the Khelo India Beach Games 

(KIBG) 2026. 

❖ The National Paralympic Powerlifting Championship was inaugurated in Roorkee, 

Uttarakhand. 

❖ Vidarbha cricket team won their first “Vijay Hazare Trophy” title by victory over 

two–time champions “Saurashtra”. 

❖ Scotland replaced Bangladesh in the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2026 after 

Bangladesh withdrew from the tournament. 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 

Date Important Day Theme 

January 04 World Braille Day – 
January 05 National Bird Day – 

January 06 World Day of War Orphans – 

January 08 Earth’s Rotation Day – 

January 09 Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) – 

January 10 World Hindi Day – 

January 

11–12  

World Tamil Diaspora Day Thamizhaal Inaivom, Tharanil 

Uyarvom 

January 12 National Youth Day/Yuva Diwas – 

January 

11/17 

National Road Safety Week Sadak Suraksha Jeevan Raksha” 

(Road Safety, Life Safety) 

January 16 National Startup Day 2026 – 

January 16 Global Interventional Radiology Day 

2026  

– 
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January 16 Lokpal Day 2026  – 

January 19 Kokborok Day 2026 / Tripuri 

Language Day 2026  

– 

January 19 National Disaster Response Force 

Raising Day 2026  

– 

January 21 Tripura, Manipur and Meghalaya 

Foundation Day  

– 

January 23  Parakram Diwas 2026 – 

January 24  National Girl Child Day 2026  – 

January 24 International Day of Education 2026  The power of youth in co–creating 

education 

January 25 National Tourism Day 2026   – 

January 25 National Voters Day 2026  

 

My India, My Vote 

January 25 

 

World Leprosy Day 2026  Leprosy is curable, the real 

challenge is stigma 

January 26 International Customs Day 2026  

 

Customs protecting society through 

vigilance and commitment 

January 26 Statehood Day of Himachal Pradesh 

2026  

– 

January 26 International Day of Clean Energy 

2026  

– 

January 27 International Day of 

Commemoration in Memory of the 

Victims of the Holocaust 2026 

Holocaust Remembrance for Dignity 

and Human Rights 

January 27 International Holocaust 

Remembrance Day    

– 

January 28 Data Privacy Day      – 

January 30 Martyrs' Day / Shaheed Diwas / 

Sarvodaya Day 2026  

– 

 

 

          

mailto:thervupettagam@shankariasacad.in
https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/

