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TAMIL NADU 

❖ Tamil Nadu has launched its first ‘Dark Sky Park’ in Kolli Hills to promote astro-

tourism and protect night sky visibility. 

❖ Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M. K. Stalin released the Tamil Nadu Shipbuilding 

Policy 2026 to develop shipbuilding clusters and promote the manufacturing, 

repair, and recycling of ships in the State. 

❖ The Tamil Nadu government unveiled the Tamil Nadu Agroforestry Policy 2026 to 

promote sustainable agroforestry and encourage farmers to grow high-value tree 

species. 

❖ StartupTN and TNWeSafe (Tamil Nadu Women Safety Project) launched the 

EmpowHer 1.0 programme to support women entrepreneurs in Tamil Nadu. 

❖ The Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu launched the Tamil Nadu Integrated Drinking 

Water Grievance Redressal Centre – PUNAL (1916) in Chennai. 

❖ The foundation stone for an International Bird Centre (IBC) was laid at Agaram 

Reserve Forest near Kazhuveli Wetland Bird Sanctuary (Villupuram District) by 

Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu. 

❖ Justice Sushrut Arvind Dharmadhikari was sworn in as the 55th Chief Justice 

of the Madras High Court. 

❖ The Tamil Nadu Women Entrepreneur Empowerment Scheme (TWEES) was 

launched by the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) Department to 

encourage 1 lakh women to become entrepreneurs in five years. 

❖ The Tamil Nadu government has released the Tiruchirappalli Master Plan 2045 

and the Thoothukudi Master Plan 2045 for urban development. 

❖ Foundation stones were laid for a Mangrove Conservation Centre at Pichavaram, 

an International Migratory Bird Centre at Marakkanam, and a Nilgiri Tahr 

Conservation Centre in Coimbatore. 

❖ The Tamil Nadu government nationalised the works of Periyarist V. Anaimuthu 

and writer Erode Tamilanban, and the royalty was handed over to their family 

members. 

❖ Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin unveiled a 14-point sector-wise blueprint, 

“Tamil Nadu 2030”, in Chennai. 

❖ The Tamil Nadu Police launched a new website integrated with CCTNS 2.0 (Crime 

and Criminal Tracking Network and Systems) to provide digital police services. 

❖ Tamil Nadu Women Entrepreneur Empowerment Scheme (TWEES) was launched 

by CM of Tamil Nadu to promote women-led businesses. 

❖ V.O. Chidambaranar Port in Thoothukudi, Tamil Nadu, set a national record by 

handling 147 windmill blades from a single vessel. 
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❖ The Tamil Nadu Chief Minister also released the book 100-Year-Old Trees of 

Chennai, a comprehensive guide documenting centenarian trees in the city. 

❖ Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin unveiled the Katranai Thoorum Arivu 

statue at Marina Beach highlighting the significance of continuous learning. 

❖ Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar has been appointed to additionally discharge the 

functions of the Governor of Tamil Nadu. 

❖ The Tamil Nadu government announced the AVGC-XR Policy 2026 to promote 

animation, visual effects, gaming, comics, and extended reality sectors. 

❖ Union Minister of Civil Aviation announced that Tuticorin Airport will be renamed 

Thoothukudi Airport in English, replacing the earlier name “Tuticorin Airport.” 

❖ The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has permitted the Tamil Nadu State 

Department of Archaeology to conduct the 11th phase of excavations at Keeladi 

and seven other sites. 

❖ Tamil Nadu has adopted a single-use haemodialysis policy to improve patient 

safety in government hospitals. 

❖ Tamil Nadu has introduced a dedicated mental health policy for students in 

educational institutions. 

❖ Dindigul launched “Dindu”, a Slender Loris, as an election mascot to promote 

voter awareness and participation in Assembly elections. 

❖ Tamil Nadu has become India’s top textile exporter in the FY 2024–25 by 

surpassing Gujarat and Maharashtra in total export value. 

❖ Tamil Nadu has increased the upper age limit for Home Guards from 58 to 60 

years, and the rule was amended by the Tamil Nadu Home Department. 

❖ The tenure of the 16th Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly is set to end on May 10, 

2026, completing its five-year term. 

❖ The Tamil novel Gopalapurathu Makkal by Ki. Rajanarayanan is released in 

English as People of Gopallapuram. 

 

NATIONAL 

❖ The Union Minister for Education launched Teacher App 2.0 in New Delhi, an AI-

driven digital tool that provides teaching tools, digital content, and performance 

dashboards to support schoolteachers and improve classroom learning. 

❖ India launched the Zero Prize, its first results-based environmental award for the 

verified pollution reduction, The prize carries a total corpus of ₹5 crore, with ₹1 

crore each for reduction in air, water and land pollution. 
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❖ MoEFCC (Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change) organised Him-

CONNECT during TERI’s (The Energy and Resources Institute) 25th World 

Sustainable Development Summit in New Delhi, Him-CONNECT is a platform to 

connect researchers from the Indian Himalayan Region with start-ups, investors 

and policymakers. 

❖ South Central Railway launched the Rail Parcel App at Rail Nilayam, 

Secunderabad. 

❖ Maruti Suzuki India Ltd’s Gujarat in-plant railway siding has been registered as 

the World’s First Modal Shift Transportation Project under the Verified Carbon 

Standard (VCS) of Verra, the global carbon credit registry. 

❖ The Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) under NITI Aayog launched India’s first State 

Innovation Mission (SIM) in Tripura. 

❖ The Government of India has made it compulsory to sell 20% ethanol-blended 

petrol with a minimum Research Octane Number (RON) 95 across India from 

April 1, 2026. 

❖ Union Minister of Railways launched the Rail Tech Policy 2026, the Rail Tech 

Portal, and the e-Railway Claims Tribunal (e-RCT) in New Delhi. 

❖ India’s total installed power capacity has crossed 520 gigawatts, with more than 

half coming from non-fossil fuel sources. 

❖ India has removed the Most Favoured Nation (MFN) clause from its Double 

Taxation Avoidance Convention (DTAC) with France. 

❖ The Government of India launched a Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) 

based Digital Food Currency pilot in Puducherry. 

❖ The Union Cabinet approved the Vibrant Villages Programme-II (VVP-II) for the 

years 2024–25 to 2028–29, The scheme will help develop villages near India’s 

International Land Borders (ILBs), except the northern border, which is already 

covered under VVP-I. 

❖ The Prime Minister launched a nationwide Human Papillomavirus vaccination 

drive for 14-year-old girls using Gardasil-4. 

❖ The Ministry of Home Affairs has introduced the concept of Legacy Thrust 

Territories to prevent the return of Left-Wing Extremism (LWE) after major 

success against Naxalism. 

❖ The Government of India has notified the country’s first standards for cloud 

computing, data centre performance, and Ethical Artificial Intelligence (AI). 

❖ Indian Navy warships deployed under Operation Sankalp have been placed on 

standby for Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) operations due 

to rising tensions in West Asia. 

❖ India and Canada signed a $1.9 billion uranium supply agreement for 10,000 

tonnes of uranium (2027–2035) to support India’s nuclear power plants. 
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❖ Om Birla, the Speaker of the Lok Sabha, nominated 15 members to the 

Committee of Privileges in 2026. 

❖ The book “Mahatma: A Great Communicator”, written by Dhiraj Kakadia, 

Additional Director General of Akashvani, was released in New Delhi. 

❖ The Government of India launched the mascots Pragati and Vikas for Census 

2027 to increase public awareness and participation. 

❖ NITI Aayog and UNICEF India signed a Statement of Intent (SOI) to improve 

nutrition and health outcomes in Aspirational Districts and Aspirational Blocks. 

❖ India will build its first riverine lighthouses on the Brahmaputra River along 

National Waterway‑2. 

❖ The Government of India invoked the Essential Commodities Act, 1955 in March 

2026 to ensure adequate supply of Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) during a global 

energy crisis. 

❖ Prime Minister of India inaugurated India’s first Ring Metro in Delhi. 

❖ The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) launched LaBL 2.0 (Lighting a Billion 

Lives 2.0) in New Delhi to expand decentralized renewable energy in India. 

❖ The Supreme Court of India in the Pavini Shukla vs Union of India (UoI) case 

suggested implementing the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) to address gender bias in 

personal laws. 

❖ The Union Cabinet of India has approved a partial relaxation of Foreign Direct 

Investment (FDI) rules under Press Note 3 (2020) for countries sharing land 

borders with India. 

❖ The Supreme Court of India allowed withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment for 

Harish Rana, a 32-year-old man in a vegetative state since 2013, marking the 

first court-approved implementation of passive euthanasia in India. 

❖ The Prime Minister laid the foundation stone for a City Gas Distribution (CGD) 

network project by Bharat Petroleum in the Nilgiris district and the Erode district. 

❖ The Government of India issued the Natural Gas (Supply Regulation) Order, 2026, 

to prioritise natural gas allocation amid global Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) supply 

concerns. 

❖ The no-confidence motion brought by Opposition parties against Om Birla was 

dismissed by a voice vote. 

❖ The Ministry of Jal Shakti launched Sujal Gaon ID, a unique digital identifier for 

rural drinking water supply schemes. 

❖ The Union Government introduced a Bill to amend the Transgender Persons 

(Protection of Rights) Act in Parliament. 

❖ Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) withdrew the 2025 seismic code (IS 1893) after 

concerns raised by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA). 
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❖ The National Mineral Development Corporation (NMDC) became the first mining 

company in India to produce 50 million tonnes of iron ore in a single FY 2025–

26. 

❖ India’s data centre capacity increased from about 375 MW in 2020 to around 

1500 MW in 2025. 

❖ India’s Ministry of Health and Family Welfare approved lifetime validity for 

licences issued by the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI). 

❖ India is establishing the world’s first Autonomous Maritime Shipbuilding and 

Systems Centre in Andhra Pradesh’s Nellore district 

❖ The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) dismantled a pan-India darknet drug 

network called “Team Kalki” 

❖ Indian Metro Network has become the world’s third largest with over 1,143 km of 

operational metro lines. 

❖ The Union Cabinet approved the Small Hydro Power (SHP) Development Scheme 

with an outlay of ₹2,584.60 crore for FY 2026–27 to 2030–31. 

❖ Indian Navy has deployed P-8I aircraft for Exercise Sea Dragon, a US-led Anti-

Submarine Warfare exercise near Guam in the Western Pacific Ocean. 

❖ India Post launched “24 Speed Post”, a next-day delivery service for faster and 

more reliable dispatch of urgent consignments under the Department of Posts. 

❖ The Agriculture Insurance Company of India Limited (AIC) launched the Krishi 

Sakhi Initiative to empower women farmers. 

❖ The Government of India established the National Dental Commission, replacing 

the Dental Council of India, to reform dental education and regulation. 

❖ The Government of India launched the Credit Guarantee Scheme for Microfinance 

Institutions 2.0 (CGSMFI-2.0) with a corpus of ₹20,000 crore. 

❖ Narendra Modi became India’s longest-serving head of the government in March 

2026. 

❖ The Ministry of Education launched the SATHEE App in collaboration with the 

Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur. 

❖ India achieved 1 billion tonnes of coal production for the second consecutive year. 

❖ Indian Railways launched the SHINE app (Sexual Harassment Incident 

Notification for Empowerment) to enhance workplace safety. 

❖ The Supreme Court of India ruled that only Hindus, Sikhs, and Buddhists can 

claim Scheduled Caste status. 

❖ The Union Cabinet approved the Modified UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam Nagrik) 

scheme to improve regional air connectivity. 
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❖ Union Cabinet approved extension of Immigration, Visa, Foreigners Registration 

and Tracking (IVFRT) Scheme for 5 years. 

❖ Adani Ports and Special Economic Zone Ltd operationalised India’s first Port of 

Refuge (PoR) at Dighi and Gopalpur ports. 

 

INTERNATIONAL 

❖ The discovery of the Lascaux Cave in 1940 revealed 17,000-year-old prehistoric 

paintings in southwestern France. 

❖ The United Nations has approved the first carbon credits under the Paris 

Agreement Crediting Mechanism (PACM) of Article 6.4. 

❖ Pakistan launched Operation Ghazab Lil Haq against the Afghan Taliban along 

the disputed Durand Line. 

❖ The United Nations Road Safety Fund launched a Sustainable Road Safety 

Financing Project in Rajasthan, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Assam in partnership 

with the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways, WHO, and UNICEF. 

❖ The Central Bank of the UAE has launched the world’s first Sovereign Financial 

Cloud Services Infrastructure (SFCSI). 

❖ A hand stencil discovered in Liang Metanduno cave in Sulawesi, Indonesia, has 

been dated to at least 67,800 years ago, making it the oldest known rock art. 

❖ India has signed a five-year agreement with the United Nations World Food 

Programme (WFP) to provide sustained rice supplies for global hunger relief. 

❖ India has formally joined the Pax Silica Alliance, a US-led strategic coalition, by 

signing the Pax Silica Declaration. 

❖ Chile has become the first country in the Americas and the second globally to be 

verified by the World Health Organization (WHO) for eliminating leprosy, also 

known as Hansen disease. 

❖ Scotland became the first nation in the United Kingdom to legalise water 

cremation, also called alkaline hydrolysis. 

❖ The United States conducted a test launch of the Minuteman III Intercontinental 

Ballistic Missile, a land-based nuclear missile with an operational range of over 

6,000 miles (about 13,000 km). 

❖ Nepal’s Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP) won a majority in the 2026 general 

elections, and its leader, Balendra Shah, is set to become the next Prime Minister. 

❖ An armed attack held on the headquarters of Upemba National Park in the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo. 
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❖ The United States carried out air strikes on military targets on Kharg Island, the 

main oil export hub of Iran. 

❖ Asia Africa Agri Alliance has been established to boost trade, agricultural 

cooperation, investment, and technology exchange between Asia and Africa. 

❖ India and Indonesia partnered to restore the Prambanan Temple Complex to 

strengthen cultural ties. 

❖ Argentina has formally withdrawn from the World Health Organization after 

notifying the United Nations on March 17, 2025. 

❖ The Fujairah Port in the UAE was attacked amid the Iran–US–Israel conflict. 

❖ Israeli airstrikes destroyed a key bridge over the Litani River of Lebanon 

❖ The Philippines declared a national energy emergency due to tensions in West 

Asia affecting fuel supply. 

❖ Romania has ratified the Framework Agreement of the International Solar 

Alliance (ISA) and officially joined the alliance. 

❖ A Russian drone strike damaged a residential building within the UNESCO World 

Heritage Site of Lviv’s Historic Centre in Ukraine, near the Bernardine Monastery. 

❖ The Financial Action Task Force added Kuwait and Papua New Guinea to its 

increased monitoring list after its recent plenary meeting. 

 

ECONOMY 

❖ The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) released a new 

series of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) estimates with a base year of 2022–23. 

❖ Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman launched the National Monetisation 

Pipeline (NMP) 2.0 in New Delhi. 

❖ SEBI used the Sudarshan Artificial Intelligence (AI) system to remove over 1.2 

lakh misleading posts by financial influencers on social media. 

❖ India’s trade deficit with China crossed $100 billion for the first time, reaching 

about $102 billion in FY 2025–26 (April–February). 

❖ India’s sports industry crossed $2 billion in 2025, reaching a value of ₹18,864 

crore as per a report by WPP Media. 

❖ India has overtaken China to become the largest supplier of cotton products to 

the United States in 2025. 
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

❖ Thirteen Class XI students of Ariyakudi Government Higher Secondary School in 

Sivagangai district, Tamil Nadu, successfully launched a 600-gram mini satellite 

named Vikko Sat-1, Vikko Sat-1 was designed to detect fungal spores in the 

stratosphere using five specialised sensors. 

❖ Iran has launched ballistic missiles, including its Khorramshahr-4 (also called 

“Kheibar”), in retaliation after coordinated strikes by the United States and Israel. 

❖ China’s Zhurong rover, part of the Tianwen-1 mission, discovered evidence of 

ancient beaches on Mars. 

❖ Moonshot Project was launched by the IISc to develop brain co-processors 

combining neuromorphic hardware and Artificial Intelligence (AI) algorithms. 

❖ Skyroot Aerospace is preparing to launch Vikram-1, India’s first privately 

developed orbital rocket. 

❖ Japan has approved the world’s first stem-cell therapy for treating Parkinson’s 

Disease, which uses Induced Pluripotent Stem (iPS) Cells to replace damaged 

dopamine-producing neurons in the brain. 

❖ Scientists at the University of Waterloo in Canada have found a way to turn 

plastic waste into acetic acid (vinegar) using only sunlight. 

❖ The PrSM (Precision Strike Missile) was reportedly used by the United States 

Army during strikes in the West Asia conflict involving Iran. 

❖ The European Space Agency (ESA) lost contact with the Coronagraph satellite of 

the Proba-3 mission due to a power failure. 

❖ DRDO and the Indian Navy successfully tested the ADC-150 (Air Droppable 

Container-150) from a Boeing P-8I Poseidon aircraft near Goa. 

❖ India is testing Sheshnaag-150, a long-range swarming attack drone by Newspace 

Research Technologies, Bengaluru. 

❖ The Scientists are studying Devon Island in Nunavut, Canada, as a natural site 

to test technologies and survival methods for future Mars missions. 

❖ Avataar amphibious drone, India’s first amphibious drone, was launched by Aqua 

AirX Autonomous Systems. 

❖ Iran has reportedly deployed the Sejjil Ballistic Missile for the first time in active 

combat during a military operation against positions linked to the United States 

and Israel. 

❖ Minor Planet Centre (under the auspices of the International Astronomical Union) 

announced the discovery of 15 new moons in the Solar System, including 4 

around Jupiter and 11 around Saturn. 

❖ CERN announced the discovery of a new particle called Xi-cc-plus. 
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❖ The atomic clock in the IRNSS-1F satellite failed, affecting India’s navigation 

system NavIC (Navigation with Indian Constellation). 

❖ The Indian Air Force (IAF) has started the Vayu Baan project to develop India’s 

first helicopter-launched drone system. 

❖ Scientists identified desert moss Syntrichia caninervis that may support future 

life on Mars. 

❖ Japan discovered a massive deep-sea rare earth deposit under the Pacific Ocean 

near Minamitorishima Island. 

❖ Scientists have discovered a huge water reservoir nearly 700 km below Earth’s 

surface inside the mantle. 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

❖ Gentoo penguins have become the first bird species confirmed to be infected with 

H5N1 avian influenza in an Australian territory.   

❖ A new dinosaur species named Spinosaurus mirabilis has been discovered in the 

Sahara Desert of Niger. 

❖ Lake Mai-Ndombe and Lake Tumba in the Democratic Republic of Congo are 

releasing ancient carbon stored in nearby peatlands. 

❖ The Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations (ICRIER) 

released a report titled “Healing Soils in India: For Better Crop Health and Human 

Nutrition.” 

❖ Slender Loris Conservation Centre was inaugurated in Dindigul district, the first 

such facility in India. 

❖ Tajikistan and Uzbekistan proposed to include the Striped Hyena in Appendix I 

and II of the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals 

(CMS). 

❖ The Government of India has announced the standards for Green Ammonia and 

Green Methanol under the National Green Hydrogen Mission to promote trade in 

green hydrogen derivatives. 

❖ The cheetah population in India reached 53 after Jwala gave birth to five cubs at 

Kuno National Park, increasing the number of Indian-born cheetah cubs to 33. 

❖ The sambar deer (Rusa unicolour) was recorded for the first time at high-altitude 

protected areas in Chamba district, Himachal Pradesh. 

❖ Scientists discovered two new fruit fly species — Acidoxantha paratotoflava and 

Hemilea suneriae — in the Himalayan foothills of the Solan region, Himachal 

Pradesh. 
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❖ A rare marine amphipod, Stenothoe lowryi, was discovered for the first time in 

India at Arjyapalli Beach, Ganjam district, Odisha. 

❖ Scientists released India’s first comprehensive checklist of fireflies, identifying 92 

species across 27 genera from records between 1881–2025. 

❖ Myiophanes kempi, a rare cave-dwelling assassin bug of the Reduviidae family, 

has been rediscovered in the Andaman Islands after nearly 100 years. 

❖ Osbeckia zubeengargiana, a new plant species of the Melastomataceae family, 

was discovered in the grasslands of Manas National Park in Assam and named 

after Zubeen Garg. 

❖ A rare Blue-and-White Flycatcher (Muscicapidae family) was spotted at Pavagadh 

Hill in Gujarat. 

❖ The Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) discovered two new lichen moth species 

(Caulocera hollowayi and Asura buxa) in the eastern Himalayas. 

❖ A new parasitic wasp species, Chelonus (Carinichelonus) mahadeb, was 

discovered in Assam tea estates and belongs to the Braconidae family known for 

parasitoid behaviour. 

❖ The rare plant Henckelia monophylla has been rediscovered in Arunachal 

Pradesh after about 189 years and is an endemic species of the Gesneriaceae 

family, first collected in 1836. 

❖ A new earthworm species, Drawida vazhania, was discovered in Peechi-Vazhani 

Wildlife Sanctuary in Thrissur district and belongs to the genus Drawida and 

family Moniligastridae, playing an important role in soil fertility and nutrient 

cycling. 

❖ Researchers discovered a rare case of gynandromorphy in a freshwater crab 

species in Silent Valley National Park, Kerala. 

❖ Kalinjar Hill was declared a National Geo-Heritage Site by Geological Survey of 

India. 

❖ Scientists from the Botanical Survey of India discovered a new wild kiwi species 

named Actinidia indica near Ziro Valley in Arunachal Pradesh. 

❖ The Zoological Survey of India discovered a new cockroach species, Neoloboptera 

peninsularis, using DNA-based taxonomy in Pune, Maharashtra. 

❖ Bank of Baroda became the first bank in India to issue domestic Green 

Infrastructure Bonds worth ₹10,000 crore. 

❖ Veerangana Durgavati Tiger Reserve (VDTR) in Madhya Pradesh has been 

developed as India’s third designated site for cheetah reintroduction under Project 

Cheetah. 

❖ Forest Survey of India (FSI) has stopped issuing alerts from the AI-based 

Anavaran deforestation system since early 2026. 
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REPORTS AND INDICES 

❖ A new report by the Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis 

(IEEFA) and Ember highlighted that Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh and 

Rajasthan are leading in electric vehicle (EV) adoption and green hydrogen 

promotion. 

❖ The IOC (Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission) of UNESCO released 

the Integrated Ocean Carbon Research (IOC-R) Report. 

❖ The World Bank released the Women, Business and the Law (WBL) 2026 report, 

highlighting gaps in the implementation of women’s economic rights. 

❖ The International Energy Agency (IEA) has released its State of Energy Innovation 

2026 report.  

❖ UN Women has released the report titled “Ensuring and Strengthening Access to 

Justice for All Women and Girls.” 

❖ NITI Aayog released the Fiscal Health Index (FHI) 2026 to assess the financial 

health of Indian states. 

❖ The report “Reducing Methane Emissions from Landfills: The potential of biocover 

systems” was released by the Climate and Clean Air Coalition. 

❖ The United Nations Environment Programme has released the “Safe Disposal of 

Unused Medicines” report. 

❖ The Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council (BIRAC) released the 

India BioEconomy Report (IBER) 2026 in New Delhi. 

❖ Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation released the report titled 

“Delivering Prosperity at Scale: India’s Economic Transformation through the 

SDGs”. 

❖ The Consumer Justice Report 2026 was released by India Justice Report, 

assessing India’s consumer dispute redressal system. 

❖ The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) released the 

“Planet in Focus” report on environmental sustainability under SDGs recently. 

❖ The United Nations Water released the World Water Development Report 2026 

titled “Water for All People: Equal Rights and Opportunities.” 

❖ The World Meteorological Organization released the State of the Global Climate 

2026 Report, warning that Earth’s climate is “flashing red”. 

❖ The International Institute for Environment and Development released the IIED 

Food Security Index. 

❖ NITI Aayog released a report titled “Empowering Farmers: Natural Farming 

Training Toolkit & Best Practices Guide.” 
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❖ NHAI released the first National Highways Green Cover Index (NH-GCI) 2025–26 

in collaboration with ISRO’s NRSC(National Remote Sensing Centre). 

❖ PLFS (Periodic Labour Force Survey) is released by NSO (National Statistics Office 

under the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation. 

❖ A global analysis published in The Lancet Obstetrics, Gynaecology and Women's 

Health reported maternal mortality data for 2023. 
 

Report Organization Top Bottom India’s 

position 

Global Residence 

Program Index 2026 

– Greece  – – 

Innovators Business 

Environment Index 

StartupBlink United States – 54th 

Global arms imports Stockholm International 

Peace Research Institute 

Ukraine – 2nd 

Global Capital Flows 

Report 2025 

Colliers – – 4th  

World Happiness 

Report 2026 

Wellbeing Research 

Centre 

– – 116 

Global Trade 

Outlook 2026 

World Trade 

Organization 

– –  

Global Terrorism 

Index 2026 

Institute for Economics 

and Peace 

Pakistan – 13 

World Air Quality 

Report 2025 

IQAir Pakistan – most 

polluted country 

– 6 

 

STATES 

❖ The Haryana government announced the launch of CM Shri Schools during the 

Budget Session of the State Assembly. 

❖ The North East Spring Festival 2026 began in Dimapur and is being held along 

with the Madhya Dakshini Festival 2026 to promote cultural exchange between 

regions. 

❖ The Sikkim Chief Minister announced that Pakyong Airport will be renamed as 

Trilochan Pokhrel Airport to honour the freedom fighter Trilochan Pokhrel. 

❖ The Rajasthan Cabinet has removed the rule that barred candidates with more 

than two children from contesting Panchayati Raj and urban local body elections. 
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❖ Goa is hosting the fourth edition of the World Ocean Science Congress 2026 at 

the National Institute of Oceanography (NIO) in Panaji, which focuses on ocean 

health, climate resilience and sustainable blue economy. 

❖ The Rajasthan government has renamed Mount Abu as Aburaj, while Kaman has 

been renamed Kamvan, and Jahazpur has been renamed Yagyapur. 

❖ The Government of Assam launched Mission Basundhara 3.0 in Dhemaji district 

to distribute land pattas to indigenous landless families, benefiting 1,06,905 

people across the state. 

❖ Bihar has been declared Naxal-free after the surrender of the last armed Maoist. 

❖ The Kerala Nativity Card Bill has been referred to the Subject Committee on Land 

Revenue and Devaswom by the Kerala Assembly. 

❖ Varanasi entered the Guinness World Records by planting over 2.5 lakh saplings 

in one hour. 

❖ The second edition of the Indian Bison Fest will be held on 8 March 2026 at 

Debrigarh Wildlife Sanctuary in Odisha. 

❖ Assam’s GI-tagged Karbi Anglong Ginger was exported to London for the first 

time, with a trial consignment of 1.2 metric tonnes. 

❖ The Karnataka government announced a ban on social media access for children 

under 16 years in the 2026–27 state budget. 

❖ The Andhra Pradesh government announced a ₹25,000 financial incentive for 

couples having a second or third child. 

❖ Thiruvananthapuram Municipal Corporation deployed the AI robot G-SPIDER at 

Amayizhanchan canal under Swachh Bharat Mission–Urban 2.0 to clean debris 

and avoid manual scavenging. 

❖ The Karnataka High Court ordered a halt to all ground-level activities in the 

Sharavathi Valley Lion‑Tailed Macaque Sanctuary and its Eco-Sensitive Zone. 

❖ The Chhattisgarh government approved the Freedom of Religion Bill 2026 to 

prevent illegal religious conversions. 

❖ The Maharashtra Freedom of Religion Bill 2026 was passed by the Maharashtra 

Assembly to curb forced religious conversions. 

❖ Chapchar Kut, the spring festival of Mizoram, was celebrated in March 2026. 

❖ Sarhul is a major tribal festival celebrated recently mainly in Jharkhand and 

parts of Odisha, West Bengal and Chhattisgarh. 

❖ The Government of Assam signed peace agreements with Kuki militant groups 

and the Hmar People’s Convention–Democratic. 

❖ Uttar Pradesh launched Project GANGA to provide high-speed internet 

connectivity to rural households and boost digital infrastructure. 
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❖ Telangana State Government announced a Cabinet sub-committee for the Musi 

River Rejuvenation Project in 2026. 

❖ Gujarat became the second state after Uttarakhand to pass the Uniform Civil 

Code Bill 2026, creating a common law for all communities. 

❖ Kerala launched ‘MLATrack.com’, India’s first digital platform to track the 

legislative performance of Members of the Legislative Assembly (MLAs). 

❖ Meghalaya became the 12th state to sign reform-based MoU under Jal Jeevan 

Mission (JJM) 2.0. 

❖ Gujarat launched the Lake and Air Watch initiative to monitor and improve lake 

health and air quality across cities. 

❖ India’s first microalgae-based air tower was installed in New Delhi to reduce air 

pollution from vehicles. 

 

INITIATIVES, SCHEMES AND CAMPAIGNS  

Name Ministry/Organization Aim  

Rah-Veer Scheme  The Ministry of Road 

Transport and Highways  

The scheme aims to reduce road 

accident deaths and promote a 

culture of helping others without 

fear. 

Project HANUMAN Andhra Pradesh To address the rising human-wildlife 

conflict 

herSTART 5.0 Program Gujarat To support women entrepreneurs. 

Nirbhaya Nisha 

Initiative 

Kerala Police Night-time safety of women across 

Kerala 

“Say No to Proxy 

Sarpanch” campaign 

Ministry of Panchayati 

Raj 

To curb the ‘Sarpanch Pati’ practice 

Dumpsite Remediation 

Accelerator Programme 

Ministry of Housing and 

Urban Affairs 

To achieve the target of “Lakshya 

Zero Dumpsites” by September 

2026. 

Gaudham Yojana Chhattisgarh To establish about 1,460 shelters for 

stray and abandoned cattle 

Dirghavadhi Krishak 

Punji Sahakar Yojana 

National Cooperative 

Development 

Corporation 

To strengthen long-term credit for 

cooperatives 

IOS SAGAR initiative Indian Navy To strengthen regional maritime ties 
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RISA Timeless Tribal 

Scheme 

Ministry of Tribal Affairs To promote tribal crafts and textiles 

Reform Express 

Initiative 

Ministry of Railways To modernize Indian Railways and 

improve efficiency in cargo and 

passenger services 

Bharat Audyogik Vikas 

Yojana (BHAVYA) 

Union Govt To boost industrial infrastructure in 

India. 

  

PERSONALITIES AND AWARDS  

Personalities Associated fields Remarks 

Jatinder Mehra  – He had served as Vice Chairman of the Metals 

and Mining Division at the Essar Group. 

Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi  

– He was awarded the Speaker of the Knesset 

Medal, the highest parliamentary honour of 

Israel, in Jerusalem. 

Justice Sushrut Arvind  

Dharmadhikari  

– The next Chief Justice of the Madras High 

Court. 

Droupadi Murmu  – Became the first Indian President to 

undertake a sortie in the Light Combat 

Helicopter (LCH) Prachand near the India–

Pakistan border in Rajasthan. 

Sachin Tendulkar  – Global Champion for Road Safety by the 

United Nations (UN). 

Greece’s Stefanos 

Sakellaridis  

– Won the Delhi Open 2026 men’s singles title. 

T.K. Oommen  – He received the Padma Bhushan in 2008 and 

authored around 20 books and many 

research articles. 

R.M. Nachammai – The first woman to head a working nuclear 

power 

A. Vijayaram – New Tamil Nadu State Information 

Commissioner 

Mayank Chakraborty – India’s 94th Chess Grandmaster 

Imayam 

(V.Annamalai) 

Vice-Chairperson 

of TN State 

Commission for 
SC/ST 

Take over the responsibilities of Tamil Nadu 

State Commission for SC/ST 
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Prize/Awards Awardee Remarks 

The 2025 Airport Service 

Quality (ASQ) Award for 

Best Airport at Arrivals 

Mangaluru International 

Airport  

– 

Asia-Pacific’s Best Airport 

for Departures  

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj 

International Airport  

– 

BAFTA 2026   

 

Manipuri-language Indian 

film Boong - Best Children’s 

and Family Film 

– 

Chicago Alumni Award K.V. Subramanian First Indian economist 

PSU National Award Karnataka State Road 

Transport Corporation 

For Dhwani Spandana 

initiative 

Jnanpith Award 2026  

 

Vairamuthu – 

Sahitya Akademi Awards 

2025 

Sa. Tamilselvan Wrote Thamiz Sirukathaiyin 

Thadangal (literary criticism) 

Stockholm Water Prize 

2026 

Kaveh Madani water research and policy 

Mark Lynton History Prize 

2026 

William Dalrymple For The Golden Road: How 

Ancient India Transformed the 

World book 

Honorary Knighthood of 

UK 

N. Chandrasekaran Chairman of the Tata Group 

Women Empowerment 

Trailblazer Award 

Kalpana Soren Jharkhand MLA 

National Award for 

Outstanding Performance 

Karnataka Grameen Bank Outstanding Performance in 

Self-Help Group Bank Linkage 

for 2024–25 

 

EVENTS AND SUMMITS 

❖ Mobile World Congress 2026, the world’s largest event for the mobile and 

technology industry, is being held in Barcelona, Spain. 

❖ The Indian Orchid Festival 2026 concluded in Pakyong district of Sikkim under 

the theme of “Orchids for Beauty & Prosperity. 

❖ The 12th Asian and Pacific Regional Prosecutors Conference was held in New 

Delhi. 
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❖ Bharat Tex 2026, the world’s largest integrated textile fair, was launched by 

the Union Minister of Textiles and will be held in July 2026 in New Delhi. 

❖ Rashtrapati Bhavan hosted the Purple Fest, organised by the Ministry of 

Social Justice and Empowerment, to celebrate the achievements of 

Divyangjan (persons with disabilities) and promote inclusivity by recognising 

their talent, achievements, and aspirations. 

❖ The International Rail Coach Expo (IRCE) 2026 was inaugurated at the Integral 

Coach Factory (ICF), Chennai. 

❖ The International Malaria Conference (IMC) 2026 was held in New Delhi 2026. 

❖ The United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) concluded its 

70th session in 2026 

❖ The Ministry of Mines organised the National DMF (District Mineral Foundation) 

Summit 2026 held in New Delhi 

❖ The International Conference on Carbon Markets, “Prakriti 2026,” was held in 

New Delhi under the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE). 
 

DEFENCE EXERCISES AND OPERATIONS 

Name Countries/ Organization 

Involved  

Venue 

Agni Varsha 2026  The Indian Army  Rajasthan 

Kalari Leap Indian Air Force  Lakshadweep and Minicoy 

archipelago 

‘Vayu Shakti’  The Indian Air Force  Rajasthan 

Dharma Guardian The Indian Army and the 

Japan  

Uttarakhand 

Operation Epic Fury Israel and USA Iran 

Operation Lion’s Roar Israel Iran 

Operation True Promise 4 Iran Israel and nearby regional 

military sites 

Exercise LAMITIYE-2026 India and Seychelles Seychelles 

Freedom Shield exercise US and South Korea US 

Cold Response 2026 Arctic 

military exercise 

NATO Norway 

Operation Urja Suraksha Indian Navy Strait of Hormuz 

Exercise Kakadu Multinational Naval Exercise Australia 
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SPORTS 

❖ Jammu and Kashmir won the Ranji Trophy cricket 2025–26 title in their maiden 

final appearance after 67 years. 

❖ The first edition of the Khelo India Tribal Games 2026 will be held in 

Chhattisgarh from 26 March to 6 April 2026. 

❖ India won the ICC Men’s T20 Cricket World Cup 2026 by defeating New 

Zealand in the final Match, held at Ahmedabad, Gujarat. 

❖ Chandrika Pujari of India won a gold medal at the World Boxing Futures Cup 

2026 held in Bangkok, Thailand. 

❖ National Para Athletics Championship 2026 will be held from March 19–21, 2026, 

at Kalinga Stadium in Bhubaneswar, Odisha. 

❖ Jammu and Kashmir won its first Ranji Trophy, India’s premier domestic cricket 

tournament, after nearly 70 years. 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 

Date Important Day Theme 

February 27 As International Polar 

Bear Day  

–  

February 27  National Protein Day  – 

March 1 World Seagrass Day  “Seagrasses Enrich Ocean Biodiversity 

and Fisheries.” 

March 1 Zero Discrimination Day  People First 

March 3 World Wildlife Day 2026  Medicinal and Aromatic Plants: 

Conserving Health, Heritage and 

Livelihoods.” 

March 3  World Hearing Day  “From communities to classrooms: 

hearing care for all children”. 

28 February (or 

29 February in 

leap years)  

Rare Disease Day  “More Than You Can Imagine”. 

March 4 National Safety Day Engage, Educate & Empower People to 

Enhance Safety 
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March 4 World Engineering Day for 

Sustainable Development 

Smart engineering for a sustainable 

future through innovation and 

digitalization 

March 10 International Day of 

Women Judges 

– 

March 11 No Smoking Day – 

March 12 (second 

Thursday of 

March) 

World Kidney Day Kidney Health for All – Caring for People, 

Protecting the Planet 

March 14 International Day of Action 

for Rivers 2026  

Protect Rivers, Protect People 

March 14 Pi Day/ International Day 

of Mathematics 

Mathematics and hope 

March 15 World Consumer Rights 

Day 

Safe Products, Confident Consumers 

March 16 National Vaccination Day Immunization for All is Humanly 

Possible 

March 17 World Social Work Day Co-Building Hope and Harmony: A 

Harambee Call to Unite a Divided Society 

March 13/2026 

Friday before the 

March equinox 

World Sleep Day Sleep Well, Live Better 

March 18 Global Recycling Day Don’t Think Waste. Think Opportunity! 

March 20 International Day of 

Happiness 

Caring and Sharing 

March 20 World Oral Health Day A Happy Mouth is a Happy Life 

March 21 World Sparrow Day I Love Sparrows 

March 21 World Day for Glaciers – 

March 21 International Day for the 

Elimination of Racial 

Discrimination 

Mobilizing Political Will: 60 Years of 

Commemorating the International Day 

for the Elimination of Racial 

Discrimination 

March 21 International Day of 

Forests 

Forests and Economies 
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March 21 World Down Syndrome 

Day 

Together Against Loneliness 

March 21 World Puppetry Day – 

March 22 World Water Day Water and Gender 

March 23 World Meteorological Day Observing Today, Protecting Tomorrow 

March 23 Shaheed Diwas 2026 – 

March 24 World Tuberculosis Day Yes! We Can End TB: Led by countries, 

powered by people 

March 27 World Theatre Day Theatre and a Culture of Peace 
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