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TNPSC BITS  

× The RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das earned an 'A+' grade in Central Bank Report 

Cards 2024 ranking for a second consecutive year.  

× The State Bank of India (SBI) has been named the ôBest Bank in Indiaõ for 2024 

by Global Finance Magazine.  

× The Royal Saudi Naval Forces had recently concluded a joint naval exercise with 

the Iranian Naval Forces alongside other countries in the Sea of Oman.  

× Saudi Arabia has begun the construction on the Mukaab, a cube -shaped world's 

largest structure in Riyadh.  

× Assam's eminent conservation scientist Bibhab Kumar Talukdar was awarded 

'The Harry Messel Award' for Conservation Leadership by the Species Survival 

Commission (SSC) of IUCN.  

× India is going to host the first international Esports championship event, named 

International Esports Masters.  

× The 20th edition of Jazzmandu, also known as the Kathmandu Jazz Festival was 

organised across Kathmandu Valley.  

× The 17th Urban Mobility India Conference & Expo -2024 was held in Gandhi  

Nagar, Gujarat.  

o Bhubaneswar was awarded the title of 'City with the Best Public Transport 

System' at event.  

× ôAbhayõ the seventh Anti-Submarine Warfare Shallow Water Craft (ASW SWC) was 

recently launched at Kattupalli , near Chennai . 

× Custodians of herbal traditional knowledge from Jammu & Kashmir and Gujarat 

were granted herbal patents . 

× achieved a commendable runner -up position in the overall team standings at the 

Asian Arm -Wrestling Cup 2024  in Mumbai.  

× The Spanish soccer  Rodri and Aitana Bonmati have won the menõs and womenõs 

Ballon dõOr awards as the worldõs best footballers. 

× Ravi Shankar has received Fiji's highest civilian award, the "Honourary Officer of 

the Order of Fiji" for his global work in fostering peace and unity through The Art 

of Living Foundation.  

× Zydus Lifesciences Ltd  has received in -principal acceptability from the WHO for 

its Typhoid Vi conjugate vaccine, ZyVac TCV . 

× The Prime Minister has launched classical musician Bharat Balvalli's biography, 

'Bharatvakya.'  

× A book titled òMountain Mammals of the Worldó has been authored By M.K. 

Ranjitsinh . 

https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/


                   

 

15 
 

× The 75th International Astronautical Congress (IAC) was held in Milan, Italy.  

o The theme  of the event is  òResponsible Space for Sustainabilityó. 

× Lahore has once again become the world's most polluted city, with an alarming 

AQI about 700. 

× The Wagh Bakri Tea Group has received the "Generational Legacy Award for 

Outstanding Contribution to the Indian Economy" from Hurun India.  

× The Centre  has launched the 'International Incoming Spoofed Calls Prevention 

System' which  identifies and blocks incoming international calls posing as Indian 

phone numbers.  

× The 15 th  ITU Kaleidoscope Academic Conference, themed òInnovation and Digital 

Transformation for a Sustainable Worldó, was held  New Delhi . 

× Ayodhya set two Guinness World Records during its Diwali celebrations, 

lighting over 25 lakh oil lamps along the Saryu River and holding the 

largest mass aarti with 1,121 participants.  

× The Railway Protection Force (RPF) has launched the Digital Memorial of 

Valour website to honour the martyrdom of its brave soldiers.  

× Himachal Pradeshõs Durgesh Aranya Zoological Park will become Indiaõs 

first zoo to earn the certification from the Indian Green Building Council 

(IGBC) for sustainable and eco -friendly infrastructure.  

× Aandhi, a village in the district of Jaipur, Rajasthan is transforming itself 

to a zero -waste model with the help of green technology interventions.  

× The third edition of the Indian Navy's Naval Innovation and Indigenisation 

Organisation (NIIO) Seminar, Swavlamban was held in New Delhi.  

× The data of the ôfirst of its kindõ world's largest survey 'ICMR-India Diabetes 

'INDIAB' Study was released to assess the prevalence of Diabetes in India.  

× The òSwachh Diwali Shubh Diwalió campaign is launched by the Ministry 

of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) from October 28 to November 3, 

2024.  

o It aims to integrate the festival of Diwali with the Swachh Bharat 

Missionõs goals of cleanliness and sustainability. 

× The Unified Payments Interface (UPI) has reported 16.58 billion transactions in 

October 2024  worth Rs 23.5 lakh crore, up 45% year -on-year . 

× The Outgoing Director General of the International Crops Research Institute for 

the Semi -Arid Tropics (ICRISAT), Dr Jacqueline dõArros Hughes, was a ppointed 

as Secretary General of the World Agriculture Forum (WAF) . 
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× The 15 th  edition of Exercise Vajra Prahar 2024, a joint military exercise between 

the Indian Army and the US Army Special Forces, was held in  USA. 

× The Indian Army and Indonesia Army take part in the 9 th  edition of India -

Indonesia Joint Special Forces Exercise GARUD SHAKTI 24  in  Jakarta . 

× Actress Rashmika Mandana has been appointed as the 'National Ambassador for 

Promoting Cyber Safety'.  

× The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) simultaneously launched two Fast Patrol Vessels 

(FPVs) 'Adamya' and 'Akshar', with over 60% indigenous content . 

× Ravindra Jadeja becomes fifth -highest wicket -taker  (314)  for India in Test cricket . 

× Tamil Nadu assembly speaker M. Appavu is participating in the 67th 

Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference taking place in Sydney, Australia.  

× Historian Ramachandra Guha has launched his latest book ôSpeaking with 

Natureõ in Chennai. 

× India is projected to face nearly 1 trillion cyberattacks every year by 2033, 

with this number potentially soaring to 17 trillion by 2047.  

× Indiaõs biggest Jan Aushadhi Kendra was inaugurated at the All -India 

Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), New Delhi.  

× The number of crorepati taxpayers in India increased five times to 2.2 lakh in 

the income tax assessment year (AY) 2024, compared to AY 2014.  

× As per the Ministry of Rural Developmentõs latest update, 95% of land records 

in rural India are fully digitized.  

× The inaugural Climate and Health Africa Conference (CHAC 2024) is taking 

place in Harare, Zimbabwe.  

× The newly constructed passenger terminal building and a cargo gate named 

ôMaitri Dwarõ at the Land Port in Petrapole has inaugurated on the India-

Bangladesh border in West Bengal.  

× The Government has launched  BRIC - National Agri -Food Biomanufacturing 

Institute (BRIC -NABI), at Mohali in Punjab to revolutionizing the agri -food 

sector through advanced biotechnology.  

× India and France have been elected as the President and Co -President of the 

International Solar Alliance (ISA) for a two -year term from 2024 to 2026 . 

× Coal India Ltd (CIL), under the Ministry of Coal, marked its 50th Foundation Day 

on 1 st November  at its headquarters in Kolkata.  

× The 352nd Governing Body meeting of the International Labour Organisation 

(ILO) is underway in Geneva.  

× Collins Dictionary has declared òbrató (The album title that became a summer -

living ideal ) its 2024 word of the year.  
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× Yang Ji -in of Republic of Korea and Liu Yukun of China have been awarded the 

ISSF Athlete of the Year 2024 . 

× DBS Bank India has been recognised as one of the Best Companies for Women 

in India (BCWI) 2024 for the ninth successive year.  

× Tamil Nadu Chief Minister has inaugurated the stateõs first government-run co -

working and learning space, ôMuthalvar Padaippagamõ in Kolathur , Chennai . 

× Union Ministr y of Health and Family Welfare inaugurated the 19 th  International 

Conference of Drug Regulatory Authorities (ICDRA)  at Delhi.  

× The 5th Edition of Vietnam Indian Bilateral Army Exercise òVINBAX 2024ó is held  

at Ambala , Haryana . 

× The Cairn Oil & Gas, has signed a MOU  with the UN  Environment Programme's 

flagship methane reporting and mitigation initiative - Oil & Gas Methane 

Partnership (OGMP) 2.0 . 

o It the first oil and gas producer in India to commit to effective reduction of 

methane emissions.  

× Tamil Nadu  Chief Minister has inaugurated an Elcot IT Tower at Vilankurichi in 

Coimbatore.  

× K. Malaisamy, former Home Secretary of the Tamil Nadu government, a two -time 

MP and the first State Election Commissioner  passed away recently.  

× The worldõs first wooden satellite, LignoSat, was launched by Japanese scientists 

to understand the feasibility of timber in space.  

× Indian boxer Mandeep Jangra won the World Boxing Federation's super 

featherweight world in the Cayman Islands.  

× Royal Brunei Airlines is beginning direct flights on the Brunei -Chennai -Brunei 

sector  after a 13 -year break . 

o Chennai will be the carrierõs sole destination in India. 

× The Centre has launched the ôPM-SURAKSHA Portalõ and ôPM-DAKSH Portalõ to 

enable targeted groups to access subsidised loans and skill development training 

online.  

× The Centre has released the first instalment of the 15th Finance Commission 

grants for 2024 -25 to rural local bodies in Tripura and Haryana, and a second 

instalment in Mizoram . 

× International Day for Preventing the Exploitation of the Environment in War and 

Armed Conflict  is observed annually on November 06. 

× Tamil scholar M. Selvarasan, formerly with the Tamil Department of the 

University of Madras, is set to receive the Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi Semmozhi 

Tamil Award for 2024 . 
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× The Immigration Check Post (ICP) at Land Port Darranga in Assam's Tamulpur 

district along Indo -Bhutan border was inaugurated  recently.  

× The sports ministry has replaced the Dhyan Chand Award for lifetime 

achievement with the Arjuna Award Lifetime to rationalize sporting honors.  

× India has officially submitted its bid to host the 2036 Olympic and Paralympic 

Games . 

× Telangana launche d the statewide caste census to assess data on the social, 

economic, educational, and political conditions of various communities across 

the state.  

× Prof. Sreeram Chaulia  released his latest book  òFriends ð Indiaõs Closest Strategic 

Partners ó. 

× India's Tanushree Pandey has won a silver medal at the World Soft Tennis 

Championship in Jingshan, China.  

× The Election Commission of India named IAS officer Archana Patnaik as the Chief 

Electoral Officer (CEO) of Tamil Nadu, replacing incumbent Satyabrata Sahoo.  

o She is the first woman IAS officer to hold the post of the CEO.  

× Arjun Erigaisi has climbed to second in the global chess rankings after his victory 

over Alexey Sarana at the Chennai Grand Masters 2024 . 

× Anil Pradhan  from Odisha, was awarded the third Rohini Nayyar Prize for 

Outstanding Contribution to Rural Development for his work in promoting STEM 

education among students in rural India.  

× An autonomous surface vessel under ôSagarmala Parikramaõ has completed a 

1,500 -km voyage from Mumbai to Thoothukudi under without any human 

intervention . 

o It is first -of-its -kind journey which highlights Indiaõs growing expertise in the 

autonomous maritime technology . 

× A 3rd  joint military exercise , AUSTRAHIND , was held between India and Australia 

began in Pune . 

× The Indian Army, Navy and Air Force is conducting a joint Tri -services exercise - 

Poorvi Prahar in the eastern theatre.  

o In the eastern theatre, the stretches of the Line of Actual Control (LAC) are 

managed by the armed forces in the states of Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh.  

× The Australia n government will introduce legislation to ban social media use for 

children under the age of 16.  

× India has officially signed the Host Country Agreement (HCA) with the Global 

Biofuels Alliance (GBA)  for the establishment of the Alliance's Secretariat in India.  
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× The Andhra Pradesh Government has introduced a new seaplane service 

named ôSky Meets Seaõ which connects the cities of Vijayawada and Sri 

Sailam.  

× The Indian Army has inducted 550 ôAsmiõ Machine Pistols manufactured 

by the Hyderabad -based defence company.  

× Ladakhõs first Polo Stadium was inaugurated at Goshan Drass region.  

× Bengaluruõs first digital population clock was inaugurated at the Institute 

for Social Economic Change to access real -time estimates of Karnataka's 

and population of the country.  

× The two -day 'Anti -Terrorism Conference -2024' organized by the National 

Investigation Agency (NIA) was held in New Delhi.  

× India's smartphone market has emerged as the second largest globally by 

unit volume and third largest by value in the third quarter of 2024.  

× The Union Ministry of Tourism  has participated in the World Travel Market 

(WTM) in London to enhance inbound tourism and elevate India's standing 

as a premier global travel destination.  

× Samoa has hos ted the 27th Commonwealth Heads of Government meeting 

(CHOGM) under the theme 'One Resilient Common Future: Transforming 

our Commonwealth'.  

× Noted Tamil short -story writer and motivational speaker Indra Soundar Rajan 

died in Madurai . 

× The 2nd edition of the Indian Military Heritage Festival (IMHF) took  place in New 

Delhi . 

× The Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA)  of India  celebrate s November as 

National Adoption Awareness Month to promote legal adoptions.  

× The second meeting of the India -CARICOM (Caribbean Community) Joint 

Commission was held  recently.  

× The Navratna company NTPC Ltd  celebrated its 50 th  Raising Day November  08 th  

2024.  

× NTPC, Indiaõs largest power producer, inaugurated the worldõs first CO-to-

methanol conversion plant at its Vindhyachal facility , Madhya Pradesh.  

× The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and the Copernicus Climate 

Change Service (C3S) report predicted  that t he year 2024 is to be the hottest year 

since the preindustrial period . 

× India voted against a resolution by Pakistan on 'Conventional arms control at the 

regional and subregional levels'.  
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o While 179 members voting in favour, Israel abstain ed from voting and  India 

was the sole country voting against the resolution.  

× The Pudukottai district police has launched ôPolice Akkaõ initiative with the aim 

of creating a safe, secure, and supportive environment for girl  students  in the 

district.  

× A Crocodile Conservation Centre at Anaikarai near Kumbakonam in Thanjavur 

district is to be established by the Forest Department to mitigate the human -

crocodile conflict in the Kollidam . 

× GM Aravindh Chithambaram was crowned the Chennai Grand Masters 2024 

champion and GM V Pranav claim the Challengers title in Chennai . 

× Tamil writer Perumal Muruganõs novel Maadhorupaagan has been translated into 

French  by Léticia Ibanez.  

× The four -day 83rd annual session of the Indian Roads Congress session was held 

in Raipur, Chhattisgarh.  

× The Indian Navy's INSV Tarini, which is undertaking a global circumnavigation 

expedition, Navika Sagar Parikrama 2, arrived at its first port of call in Australia . 

× An Indian prodigy, Anish Sarkar, has become the worldõs youngest chess player 

to be ranked by the International Chess Federation at the age of three.  

× Kunal Dalal, the Managing Director of JBCN Education, was honored as the 

Education Leader of the Year at the Education World India School Ranking 

Awards 2024 -2025 . 

× A l eading former Indian polo player and Arjuna Awardee Harinder Singh Sodhi, 

passed way recently.  

× Hindalco Industries has been ranked as the world's most sustainable aluminium 

company for the fifth consecutive year in the 2024  S&P Global Corporate 

Sustainability Assessment (CSA) rankings.  

× An integrated coir cluster is expected to become operational in the Coimbatore 

district in January  2025 . 

× International Ancient Arts Festival and Symposium was held in New Delhi.  

× The Union Bank of India has launched five Nari Shakti branches in Bengaluru, 

Chennai, Visakhapatnam, and Jaipur  to empowering women entrepreneurs by 

offering credit, skill development, advisory services, networking opportunities . 

× The 12th session of the World Urban Forum (WUF12) was held  in Cairo , Capital 

of Egypt.  

× Freedom fighter Madan Mohan Somtiya, a warrior of Mewar Praja Mandal , from 

Rajasthan passed away recently.  
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× The Legendary sarangi player Pandit Ram Narayan  from Maharashtra , a recipient 

of the prestigious Padma Vibhushan and Sangeet Natak Akademi Award  passed 

away recently.  

× Armenia has become the first country to procure India's domestically developed 

Pinaka multiple rocket launcher  system . 

× Tamil Nadu government has announced that the state government will cover the 

entire educational expenses of children whose parents, employed at firecracker 

factories, lost their lives in accidents.  

× A r enowned Tamil intellectual, writer, and researcher Raj Gowthaman has passed 

away . 

× IIT - Madras has collaborated with the O.P. Jindal Global University to develop a 

robot for guiding visitors to the latterõs ôConstitution Museumõ. 

× IIT Madras has collaborat ed with Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) to 

establish a Centre of Excellence for research in ôFluid and Thermal Sciencesõ. 

× In a first, the Home Ministry has approved a decision to establish an all -women 

battalion of the Central Industrial Security Force (CISF), comprising over 1,000 

personnel.  

× The Union Minister for Power  chaired the Conference of Power Ministers of States 

and Union Territories in New Delhi, aimed at addressing key issues in the power 

sector.  

× The 25 th  Meeting of the South Asian Telecommunication Regulatorsõ Council 

(SATRC-25) was held at New Delhi . 

× Brazil will host the G20 Leaders' Summit on November 18  - 19 th , 2024, in Rio de 

Janeiro.  

× Britainõs Samantha Harvey won the 2024 Booker Prize for her novel ôOrbitalõ, a 

story about a single day aboard the International Space Station . 

× Dr. Davendra Kumar Dhodawat, Additional Secretary to the Governor of Kerala  

authored a book named ôMaa-Motherõ. 

× The Defence Space Agency hosted  a first -ever 3-day space exercise - Antariksha 

Abhyas -2024 in New Delhi . 

× Pankaj Advani has secured his 28 th  world title at the IBSF World Billiards 

Championship 2024  held at Qatar . 

× Rhino Scaff Industry Pvt Lit  became the first company at Manapparai SIPCOT  

(Trichy District)  starts its production . 

× 16th edition of India Game Developer Conference (IGDC) was held in  Hyderabad . 

× The National Book Trust (NBT) of India has showcased a prestigious replica of 

the original handwritten Indian Constitution manuscript at the 43rd Sharjah 

International Book Fair (SIBF).  
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× The Navy will conduct the fourth edition of the coastal defence exercise ôSea Vigil-

24'  on entire 11,098km coastline and 2.4 million square km exclusive economic 

zone. 

× The Australia n government has appointed Chris Evans , the countryõs first anti-

slavery commissioner  to prevent and respond to modern slavery.  

× The merger of Air India and Vistara has officially been completed  recently.  

o The newly merged entity will now connect more than 90 domestic and 

international destinations with a fleet of 208 aircraft . 

× The 5th National EMRS Cultural & Literary Fest and Kala Utsav  was organized 

by the National Education Society for Tribal Students (NESTS), in Bhubaneswar . 

× The fish production in India  has been increased  from 96 lakh tonnes to 176 lakh 

tonnes  in 10 years (2014 -2024) . 

× Amul will enter the European market by the end of this month after launching 

its products in the US A. 

× Japan õs Scarecrow Incorporated  has obtained the world's first patent for animal 

supplement Pinfenon (S) ®. 

×  Tiruppur textile industry  cluster, which contributes 55 per cent of the countryõs 

total knitwear exports, has posted a 13 % increase in the first five months of this 

financial year (FY25) . 

× India's First Railway Test Track Worth Rs 820 Crore nears its c ompletion in 

Rajasthan, which is t o be operational by 2025.  

× The 43rd India International Trade Fair is held in New Delhi with the theme of 

"Viksit Bharat @2047 ." 

× The Chief of Defence Staff General Anil Chauhan chaired the 35th Tri -services 

Commanders' Conference (TSTCC) at the Southern Naval Command in Kochi . 

× TN Chief Minister virtually chaired a meeting of his Economic Advisory Council 

(EAC) from Chennai.  

× The first Integrated Check Post (ICP) along the India -Bhutan border was recently 

inaugurated at Darranga in Assam . 

× TP Gopalan Nambiar, the visionary founder of BPL Group, passed away recently.  

× GMR Hyderabad International Airport Limited (GHIAL) has received the ôAirport 

Excellence Awardsõ for its advancements in digital innovation, in  Saudi Airport 

Exhibition 2024.  

× Valdecy Urquiza of Brazil was elected new INTERPOL Secretary General.  

× Dubai city approved the construction of its first aerial taxi vertiport near Dubai 

International Airport.  
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× Princess Mikasa, the oldest member of Japan's royal family and great aunt to the 

emperor, died  recently  

× Mauritius' opposition coalition has won the country's election by a landslide  with 

Navin Ramgoolam as the country's prime minister.  

× Nvidia and SoftBank Corp have piloted the world's first artificial intelligence (AI) 

and 5G telecoms network , which can run AI and 5G workloads concurrently . 

o This process is known as an artificial intelligence radio access network (AI -

RAN) 

× World Kindness Day is celebrated annually on November 13.  

× The Tamil Nadu government has issued an order to merge the Directorate of 

Pension and the Government Data Centre with the Treasuries and Accounts 

Department, under the administrative control of the Finance Department.  

× The 76th National Track Cycling Championship was held in  the campus of Tamil 

Nadu Physical Education and Sports University in Melakottaiyur , Kancheepuram 

district.  

× Tamil Nadu has launched  a few buses fuelled by Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG)/  

Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) on Chennai -Trichy route . 

× State Bank of India (SBI) plans to borrow up to $1.25 billion, making it the biggest 

dollar loan from India's financial sector in 2024.  

× The Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Council (LAHDC) in Leh has teamed 

up with the Aditya Mehta Foundation (AMF) to establish the worldõs first high-

altitude para sports centre.  

× The CSIR-National Institute of Science Communication and Policy Research and 

Gurugram University have jointly hosted the International Conference on the 

Communication and Dissemination of Traditional Knowledge (CDTK -2024) at the 

Gurugram University . 

× Prime Minister inaugurate d the 1st Bodoland Mahotsav in New Delhi.  

× For the first time, the India Meteorological Department (IMD) has introduced a 

localized weather forecasting system for the Sabarimala pilgrimage . 

× The Supreme Court dismissed Vedanta's plea to reopen the plant  at thoothukudi , 

emphasising the importance of the health and welfare of local residents.  

o Vedanta filed a review petition against the Supreme Court's February 2024 

judgment.  

× The 18 -year -old M Khazima become the youngest Carrom World Champion by 

winning in the sixth edition of the Carrom World Cup held in the US . 

× Tata Electronics seals deal to acquire 60% of Pegatron's Tamil Nadu iPhone plant . 
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× Telangana -based environmentalist M Karunakar Reddy has been selected for the 

first -ever Jadav Payeng International Award . 

× The Gujarat state government introduced Indiaõs first ôGujarat Semiconductor 

Policy 2022 -2027  to solidify Gujaratõs position as a leader in semiconductor self-

reliance . 

× Indian Prime Minister  Modi visit ed Nigeria , the West African country after a 17 

years gap of the then PM Manmohan Singh visit ed in 2007 . 

× India has joined to  inaugurat e the first trilateral power transaction - from Nepal 

to Bangladesh through the Indian grid . 

× Victoria Kjær Theilvig of Denmark has been crowned Miss Universe  and 1 st from 

Denmark, by beat out Miss Nigeria at the 73 rd  edition . 

× Reliance Industries has completed the merger of its media assets with the India 

business of global media house Walt Disney to form a new joint venture . 

× A severe drought has brought Lake Kariba, the worldõs largest artificial lake, to 

dangerously low levels, threatening to shut down the dam that powers much of 

Zambia and Zimbabweõs electricity. 

× The World Day for the Prevention of and Healing from Child Sexual Exploitation, 

Abuse  and Violence is observed annually on 18 th  November . 

× Odisha wins maiden Gold in 14th Senior National Hockey Championship  by 

defeating two -time champion Haryana . 

× India sign ed an  agreement to establish BIMSTEC Energy Centre in Bengaluru . 

× Guru Ghasidas -Tamor Pingla in Chhattisgarh was declared as India's 56th tiger 

reserve.  

× The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) recommended notifying Nugu 

Wildlife Sanctuary as a core and critical area of Bandipur Tiger Reserve . 

× At least 659 Indian Bisons or Gaurs were counted in the first -ever census of the 

animals conducted in Debrigarh Wildlife Sanctuary , Odisha.  

× The 4th Ministerial High -level Global Conference on Antimicrobial Resistance 

(AMR) held in Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.  

× Dr Ashwin Fernandes, Executive Director of the UK -based QS World University 

Rankings, authored a book 'Modialogue: Conversations for a Viksit Bharat' . 

× International Men's Day is celebrated annually on November 19 th . 

× India's Rachel Gupta became the first Miss Grand International 2024 winner 

from the country.  

o She is only the third Asian to win th is coveted title.  

× TN Chief Minister inaugurated the 21 storey TIDEL Park at Pattabiram, Avadi , 

near Chennai . 
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× A r enowned agricultural scientist K.C. Bansal has been elected as a Fellow of The 

World Academy of Sciences (TWAS) for the advancement of science in developing 

countries.  

× The 57th Executive Committee (EC) meeting of the National Mission for Clean 

Ganga (NMCG) approved various projects amounting to 1,062 crore.  

× Manoj Bajpayee õs ôThe Fableõ has bagged the best film award at the 38th Leeds 

International Film Festival in the UK.  

× SBI unveiled a specially minted 100 commemorative coin to mark the centenary 

of its  iconic Horniman Circle Branch  in Mumbai . 

× AĈFirst of its Kind, a day -long Finance Commissions' Conclave on òDevolution to 

Developmentó was organized by the Ministry of Panchayati Raj in New Delhi.  

× The small village of Dhudmaras, in Chhattisgarh's Bastar district, has been 

selected by the United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) for its Best 

Tourism Village Upgrade program . 

× Brazil officially transferred the G20 Presidency to South Africa during the closing 

ceremony of the annual G20 summit in Rio . 

× Air India has received Design Organisation Approval (DOA) from the Directorate 

General of Civil Aviation (DGCA), designated as CAR 21 approval.  

× The Global Soil Conference 2024 took place in New Delhi . 

× The Department of Posts releases a Commemorative Postage Stamp on Sickle Cell 

Eradication - 2047.  

× Prasar Bharati, Indiaõs public broadcaster, has launched its own OTT platform, 

ôWavesõ. 

× Shivangi Desai  from Pune, has won the title of Miss Charm India 2024 and will 

represent India at Miss Charm 2024 in Vietnam.  

× Indiaõs Womenõs Hockey Team has retained their title at the Womenõs Asian 

Champions Trophy  by defeating China . 

× GAIL (India) Limited has won the SAP ACE Award 2024 for Best Financial 

Transformation, for the second consecutive year . 

× The Centre launched Indiaõs first Artificial Intelligence (AI) data bank to  propelling 

innovation and boosting the countryõs national security. 

× The 3 rd  Global Freight Summit 2024 was held in  Dubai  under the theme òActing 

today to reach the opportunities of tomorrow.ó 

× The 55th International Film Festival of India (IFFI) begin  in Goa.  

× Thomas Mathew author ed a book titled ôRatan Tata: A Life õ  

× Kenya  has cancelled multimillion -dollar airport expansion and energy deals with 

Gautam Adani after US bribery and fraud indictments against  him.  
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× Public telecom operator BSNL has launched the country's first direct -to-

device satellite internet service.  

× The Supreme Court rule is affirming their entitlement to claim credit for 

duties paid on parts such as tower components and green shelters.  

× Zomato, the app -based food delivery major that was listed in July 2021, 

will replace JSW Steel in the BSE Sensex on Dec 23,  2024.  

× India is going to host conference of international cooperatives Alliance 

(ICA) for the first time in 130 -year history.  

× The Indian Army has successfully conducted the Multilateral Annual Joint 

Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) Exercise, 'Sanyukt 

Vimochan 2024' at Ahmedabad , Gujarat . 

× The first edition of ôSagarmanthan ð The Great Oceans Dialogueõ was held 

in New Delhi.  

× The Bharat National Cyber Security Exercise (Bharat NCX 2024) was 

organized by the National Security Council Secretariat and Rashtriya 

Raksha University to enhance Indiaõs cyber defense capabilities. 

× After Wales and Japan, Peru has been announced as the Partner Country 

for the 25th edition of the Hornbill Festival, Nagaland.  

× Armenia becomes 104 th  Full Member of International Solar Alliance.  

× An American NGO, launched by members of Indian minority communities, 

honoured Prime Minister in absentia with the ôDr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Global Peace Award for Minority Upliftmentõ. 

× Indiaõs first Constitution Museum was inaugurated at OP Jindal Global 

University in Sonipat , Haryana.  

× The IIT Bombay  have introduced AroTrack, an economical and portable device to 

accurately detect harmful pollutants such as phenol or benzene in water.   

× The Viksit Bharat Young Leaders Dialogue would be organised in New Delhi in 

2025  to connect youth from non -political backgrounds to politics.  

× The Uttar Pradesh government is developing India's inaugural night safari  within 

the Kukrail forest in Lucknow.  

× The 11th ASEAN Defence Ministers' Meeting Plus (ADMM -Plus) was convened in 

Vientiane, Lao PDR . 

× The Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI) has signed a MoU with H2Global to 

enhance knowledge exchange on market mechanisms and foster international 

cooperation in green hydrogen.  
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× Gwalior in Madhya Pradesh u nveils India's First Self -Sufficient Gaushala with a 

State -of-the -Art Compressed Bio -Gas Plant.  

× The Coal India Limited has been honoured with the prestigious Green World 

Environment Award and the prestigious title of Green World Ambassador in the 

Corporate Social Responsibility category.  

× India and the Caribbean Community (CARICOM)  summit was held in 

Georgetown, Guyana . 

× The fourth edition of the pan -India Coastal Defence Exercise Sea Vigil 24 was 

conducted across all coastal States and union territories of India.  

× Africa Industrialization Day is celebrated annually on November 20 th  to recognise 

the importance of industrialisation in Africa's development . 

× IIT Madras Pravartak Technologies Foundation has launched a centre for human 

centric artificial intelligence (CHAI)  recently.  

× The Indian Institute of Science researchers have devised a new language  named 

STRONG that encodes the shape and structure of nanopores in the form of a 

sequence of characters.  

× Sony Pictures Networks India secures exclusive Media Rights for all Asian Cricket 

Council tournaments from 2024 to 2031 . 

× After a Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM) -led alliance  victory in the Jharkhand 

Assembly elections, Hemant Soren has taken  oath as Chief Minister . 

× Punjab National Bank (PNB)  has become a signatory to the globally recognised 

Partnership for Carbon Accounting Financials (PCAF)  to enhance GHG emissions 

accounting practices.  

× Thirteen -year -old Vaibhav Suryavanshi from Bihar created history by becoming 

the youngest player ever sold in the IPL auction.  

o Rajasthan Royals secured him for INR 1.10 crore.  

× National Cashew Day is observed on November 23 annually.  

× Lachit Diwas is celebrated on November 24, 2024, as the birth anniversary of 

Lachit Borphukan who supported Assam against the Mughal Empire.  

× Tamil Nadu informe d to Union that the Prime Minister Vishwakarma scheme will 

not be implemented in the state in its present form and urged for its modification.  

× Jammu and Kashmir celebrat ed the ôSamvidhan Diwasõ on Nov 26 th  for the first 

time since 1950 . 

× President Droupadi Murmu addressed a joint sitting of both Houses of Parliament 

to mark the 75th anniversary of the Constitution.  

o During the event, the President has also released translated versions of the 

Constitution in Sanskrit and Maithili . 
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× Sivapatham Vittal, regarded as the father of endocrine surgery in India, passed 

away  recently.  

o He was a recipient of the Tamil Nadu Scientist Award, the Dr. B.M. 

Sundaravadanam Best Teacher Award among others.   

× Dunlin  (spotted in Kerala) , a small shorebird õs IUCN Conservation  status is 

upgraded Near Threatened in 2024 from Least Concern in 2023.  

× International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People is observed on 

November 29 each year to mark the anniversary of Partition Plan or the resolution 

181 (II), intended to establish an Arab State and a Jewish State.  

 

 

 

 

TAMIL NADU  

Heatwaves ð State specific disaster  

× The State government of Tamilnadu has declared heatwave as a disaster.  

× The States including Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Kerala, Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh, 

Maharashtra, and Karnataka have already declared heat waves as a state -specific 

disaster.  

× The States are not eligible to get financial assistance from the Union government 

under the Disaster Management Act, 2005 since heatwaves are not currently 

classified as a national disaster in India.  

× With the declaration, families of heat wave victims would get Rs 4 lakh relief.  

× The government will use the State Disaster Response Fund to support these 

efforts.  

× Tamil Nadu has a long coastline where the humidity goes up during the summer 

months.  

× Cities like Madurai, Tiruchy, Vellore, Namakkal, Dindigul and Krishnagiri have 

barren rocky hillocks which absorb and reflect heat even at nights.  

× In April and May 2024, Erode and Karur recorded a temperature of above 40 -

degree Celsius on 31 and 26 days respectively.  

× Vellore and Tirupattur recorded high temperatures on 23 and 21 days each.  
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Additional power demand of 7,000 MW  

 

× The Union Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) green hydrogen/green 

ammonia manufacturing is planned in the coastal areas of Odisha, West Bengal, 

Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu (Tuticorin) and Karnataka  

× Tamil Nadu would see an additional electricity demand of 7,000 MW on account 

of green hydrogen/green ammonia production . 

× Overall electricity demand likely by 2026 -27 on account of green hydrogen/green 

ammonia production is about 10,500 MW . 

× Out of this  1,500 MW would be from Tamil Nadu.  
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Tamil Nadu electorate 2024  

× The electorate of Tamil Nadu grew by about four lakh voters and stood at 6.27 

crore.  

× Women continue to outnumber men in the electoral rolls by over 11 lakhs.  

× As many as 8,964 voters are transgender people.  

× The highest electorate in the State is in the Sholinganallur Assembly constituency 

in Chengalpattu district . 

× It has 6,76,133 voters, including 3,38,183 men, 3,37,825 women, and 125 

transgender people.  

× The Kilvelur Assembly constituency in Nagapattinam district has the lowest 

electorate in the State . 

× This has  1,73,230 voters, including 88,162 women, 85,065 men, and three 

transgender people.  

 

 

Paadham Paadhukappom Thittam  

× The Tamilnadu State government has issued a G.O to start the Paadham 

Paadhukappom Thittam  for diabetes patients . 

× This scheme aims to facilitate early identification of diabetic foot and prevent 

amputation.  

× This facility will be available soon in 2336 Primary Health centres, 299 govt 

hospitals and 36 govt medical college hospitals . 
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Megalithic burial site at Amoor  

× The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) Chennai Circle has planned to undertake 

excavation at Amoor . 

× It is a protected site located on the banks of lower Palar River valley near 

Thiruporur in Chengalpattu district.  

× The ASI, in 1921, had discovered a megalithic burial site having cists and cairns 

in a 130 -acre odd parcel of land located in Amoor village in the lower Palar valley . 

× The ancient burial site is believed to be 2000 years old.  

× In 2007 had unearthed megalithic sarcophagus, iron objects and carnelian beads 

at Siruthavur, a site believed to be 2500 years old.  
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RC Morris Report and Kodo Millet  

× While investigating the mysterious deaths of 10 elephants within 72 hours in 

Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve, Madhya Pradesh forest department officials have 

come across R.C. Morris report . 

× It is a 90 -year -old report dated May 22, 1934 detailing the deaths of 14 elephants 

in Vannathiparai Reserve Forest, Tamil Nadu.  

× It attributes the deaths of these elephants to the consumption of Kodo millet, 

locally known as 'Varagu.'  

× The antidote for this poison is believed to be tamarind water or buttermilk in large 

quantities.  

× The incident  was recounted on December 17, 1933 . 

× The same kind of millet is now being linked to the recent elephant fatalities in 

Bandhavgarh , Madhya Pradesh . 

 

Senna spectabilis in Tamil ĈNadu  

 

× The Tamil Nadu government has informed the Madras High Court that the forests 

of the state would be made free of one of the invasive weeds ñ Senna spectabilis  

by the next 12 months.  

× It was introduced to the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve (NBR) after being sourced from 

South and Central America.  

× It is a fast -growing species, particularly on deep soils, and is fire - and termite -

resistant and tolerant of strongly acidic soils.  

× In November 2021, t he Tamil Nadu Policy on Invasive Plants and Ecological 

Restoration (TNPIPER)  experts found 196 alien invasive plant species in forest 

areas, of which 23 were ôpriority invasivesõ. 
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Tamil Nadu Fellowship for Tribal Research 2024  

 

× The Tamil Nadu Fellowship for Tribal Research  was introduced by the State 

government . 

× It aims to support 70 students, including 45 research scholars, who are working 

on subjects related to tribal communities.  

× The state  government has recently issued some guidelines for granting these 

fellowships.  

× Each of the selected 45 research scholars pursuing their Ph.D. or post -doctoral 

research would get a fellowship of 25,000 per month for a maximum period of 

three years . 

× Each of the selected 25 undergraduate and post -graduate students would be 

granted a fellowship of 10,000 a month for six months.  

× The maximum age for applying is 50 years for men and 55 years for women and 

transgender people.  

 

Six new projects for Coimbatore  

× Tamil Nadu Chief Minister has unveiled six new projects during his visit to 

Coimbatore.  

× It includes an integrated jewellery park, a new TIDEL Park, extending the 

Avinashi Road flyover for 5 km from Chinniyampalayam to Neelambur and 

repairing the damaged roads of Coimbatore city at the cost of Rs 200 crore.  

× He announced a Modern elephant -proof fences construct ion  for 10 kilometres to 

prevent human -animal conflicts in the Thondamuthur region.  

× He also laid the foundation stone for the Periyar Grand Library and Science 

Centre at Anuparpalayam in Coimbatore . 
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Tamil Naduõs own tax revenue 2024-25  

 

× Tamil Naduõs Own Tax Revenue grew about 14% to 86,975.28 crore in the first 

half of fiscal 2024 -25 . 

× It was 76,257.13 crore in the first half of 2023 -24 . 

× The Stateõs Own Tax Revenue (SOTR) accounts for 75.6% of Tamil Naduõs total 

revenue receipts.  

× The State Goods and Services Tax (SGST) collection grew 20.12% to 35,414.05 

crore in the first half of 2024 -25 . 

× This was 29,481.97 crore in the comparable period last year.  

× 24.4% of the revenue receipts comes from the share in Central taxes and grants -

in -aid from the Union government.  

× The revenue deficit came in at 28,717.51 crore in the first half of 2024 -25 . 

× So far in 2024 -25 (till August), Tamil Nadu was the top borrowing State with gross 

market borrowings was 41,000 crore.  

× Tamil Nadu was followed by Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra with the gross 

borrowings of 40,000 crore each.  

 

Increase of ôInnuyir Kappomõ funding  

× The Tamil Nadu government will increase its funding under the ôInnuyir Kappom-

Nammai Kakkum 48õ from 1 lakh to 2 lakh soon.  

× The scheme  funds the treatment of persons injured in road accidents for the first 

48 hours . 
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× It  has covered three lakh beneficiaries so far . 

× The government has so far spent 261.46 crore for ôInnuyir Kappom -Nammai 

Kakkum 48 õ that was launched in December 2021.  

 

 

Email policy for Tamil Nadu  

× The email policy for Tamil Nadu government employees  was unveiled recently . 

× It warns against the emails containing language derogatory to religion, caste and 

ethnicity, and those containing anti -national messages and obscene material.  

× About 1.10 lakh people are using the official email services of the Tamil Nadu 

government.  

× Tamil Nadu introduced email services for secretaries and other users within the 

Secretariat for internal and external communications in 2008.  
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Snakebite envenomation  

 

× The Tamil Nadu government has officially declared snakebite envenomation as a 

notifiable disease under the Tamil Nadu Public Health Act, 1939.  

× Snakebite envenomation  is a life -threatening medical condition caused by the 

venomous snake bites . 

× It is a major health concern in rural and snake -endemic regions.  

× This move is expected to lead to better prevention strategies, reduce mortality 

rates, and enhance treatment facilities across the state.  

× WHO has recognised snakebite as a global public health issue and launched a 

strategy to reduce snakebite -induced deaths and disabilities worldwide.  

 

Dugong Conservation Centre 2024  
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× The Forest Department has invited bids for the construction of the International 

Dugong Conservation Centre (IDCC) at Manora , Thanjavur.  

× The IDCC is to be established under the TN -SHORE (Tamil Nadu Sustainably 

Harnessing Ocean Resources and Blue Economy) initiative . 

× It aims to conserve the òendangeredó Dugong species, a marine mammal also 

known as òsea cowó and its habitat in the Palk Bay.  

 

Vijayakarisalkulam excavation  

× Nearly 6000 -year -old stones used for making jewellery and hunting tools were 

found during the third phase of excavation in Vijayakarisalkulam.  

× It is located near Vembakottai in Tamil Nadu's Virudhunagar district.  

× Recently discovered jasper and sard stones  were typically used in making ancient 

jewellery.  

× Over 2,800 artifacts, including gold and copper coins, broken terracotta figurines, 

chess pieces, glass beads and circular tokens, have been unearthed so far.  

 

 

Tirunelveli - startup hub  

× Tirunelveli is now garnering attention for its burgeoning entrepreneurial 

ecosystem.  

× Over the past few years, more women from this region are breaking the 

barriers and venturing into the start -up ecosystem.  

× There were 405 start -ups in the Tirunelveli regional hub.  

× Districts, including Tirunelveli, Tenkasi, Thoothukudi, Kanniyakumari 

and Ramanathapuram, constitute this hub.  

× There are 88 start -ups with women as co -founders.  
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× About 43% of the start -ups have been founded or co -founded by women . 

 

 

Extreme weather events in 2024  

 

× Tamil Nadu has experienced a significant rise in extreme weather events in 2024, 

with 67 extreme weather days recorded so far . 

× This is nearly double of the 27 days reported in 2023.  

× This sharp increase is highlighted in the Climate India 2024 report . 

× It has also reported 25 human fatalities, 14 livestock deaths, and the damage of 

149 houses due to these extreme weather events.  

× Tamil Nadu reported 1,039 hectares of crop damage due to irregular rainfall, 

intense heatwaves, and storm surges.  
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× India has experienced extreme weather on 255 out of 274 days in the first nine 

months of 2024 . 

× It  is surpassing the number of extreme days recorded in the previous two years.  

 

Sector -wise impact from heat wave  

× The State Planning Commission (SPC) has looked at impact across the sectors 

including occupational impacts and has made key recommendations.  

× Its report is titled ôBeating the Heat -Tamil Nadu Heat Mitigation Strategyõ. 

× The report has flagged the issue of populations in adverse working conditions like 

the outdoor workers, informal workers, gig workers, workers exposed to 

mechanical/indoor heat . 

× The report also dealt with challenges in animal husbandry, fisheries, forests and 

mangroves and made key recommendations.  

× Some recommendations  are  

o Establishing mechanisms for monitoring heat stress levels in the workplace 

through heat stress indices, wearable sensors, or weather monitoring systems  

o Developing emergency response plans for heat -related incidents, including 

protocols for first aid, accessing medical care, and evacuating worker s. 
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Achievements of Rural Development Department 2024  

× Steps were on to construct eight new Samathuvapurams in eight districts and 

50 crore has been allocated towards the new Samathuvapurams . 

× Under the Swachh Bharat mission (Rural), over 2.43 lakh toilets have been 

constructed since 2021 -22.  

× Over 6,400 works have been taken up under Namakku Naame scheme and over 

5,700 works have been completed.  

× As for ôKalaignarin Kanavu Illamõ scheme, over 1 lakh concrete houses were to be 

constructed at a total cost of 3,500 crore during 2024 -25 . 

× Under the Prime Ministerõs Housing Scheme in rural areas, over 3.30 lakh houses 

have been constructed between May 7, 2021 and October 3, 2024.  

× Under Jal Jeevan scheme, drinking water supply has been ensured for over 7.15 

lakh houses in rural areas at a total cost of 2,123 crore.  

 

Madras High Court on Hindu Succession Act  

 

× The 2005 central amendment to the Hindu Succession Act of 1956 gives the 

daughters a right to equal share as that of the sons in the properties of a deceased 

coparcener . 

× But, in the process, it ends up reducing the quantum of property to which the 

widow and the mother would be entitled to in their capacity as Class I legal heirs . 
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× This 1956/ 2005 law is applicable to Hindus, Sikhs, Jains, and Buddhists, where 

a man has died without a will.  

 

Initiatives to support start -up ecosystem  

× Tamil Nadu government  has launched initiative s that would help the start -up 

ecosystem in the State.  

× The first was the Periyar Social Justice Venture Lab . 

× This will provide dedicated advisory, coaching, and acceleration programme for 

social enterprises, climate action initiatives, and SC/ST start -up founders at both 

pre -investment and post -investment stages.  

× The another  was Thozhil Nayam . 

× It is a design studio that aims to empower direct -to-consumer (D2C) start -ups in 

the State by having successful listings on e -commerce platforms.  

× Tamil Nadu has recently established the Global Startup Coordination Centre in 

Dubai.  

× Similar centres will soon be established in Singapore and the United States.  

× The State also sponsored 19 start -up companies from Tamil Nadu to take part in 

the prestigious GITEX event held in Dubai recently.  

 

Measures to ensure student safety  

 

× Tamil Nadu government has appointed special officers to oversee administration 

of affected schools, ensuring closer supervision and accountability.  

× A new Student Safeguarding Advisory Committee (SSAC) has been ordered to be 

established in every school across the State.  

https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/


                   

 

42 
 

× The SSAC will meet monthly to address concerns or complaints related to student 

welfare.  

× The School Education Department placing toll -free helpline numbers ñ 14417 

and 1098 ñ on the back covers of textbooks is one among the various key 

initiatives.  

× These numbers will help students to anonymously report incidents of sexual 

harassment or other unsafe activities.  

× Schools are also instructed to install complaint boxes ñ labelled as Maanavar 

Manasu ñ where students can submit their grievances in a confidential manner.  

 

Phase II of ôUttachathai Uruthi Seiõ 

× Tamil Nadu government launched the second phase of ôUttachathai Uruthi Seiõ 

programme in Ariyalur . 

× It is a nutritional intervention programme for malnourished children and their 

mothers . 

× Mothers of over 76,700 babies in the age group of zero to six months  are identified 

as malnourished . 

× They would be covered under Phase II of the programme at a total cost of 22 

crore.  

× Phase I of the programme launched in 2022 identified the malnourished children . 

× After the governmentõs intervention, 77.3% of them have showed an improvement 

and progressed to normal levels . 

 

Tackling Senna tora plants  
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× The Tamil Nadu Forest Department is experimenting with the removal of a 

invasive species plant in parts of the Mudumalai Tiger Reserve . 

× Senna tora  is a plant native to Central America . 

× It has been emerging over the last few years in Sigur and Moyar in the buffer zone 

of the Reserve. 

 

Preliminary assessment of the Pudhumai Penn scheme  

× A preliminary assessment of the Pudhumai Penn scheme  was carried out by the 

State Planning Commission (SPC)  of Tamilnadu.  

× 13,681 additional students benefited from the initiative and joined colleges and 

institutions offering diploma courses in 2022 and 2023 . 

× It was representing a percentage increase of 6.9.  

× Among them, 38.6% were from the Scheduled Castes (SC), 34.4% from the Most 

Backward Classes (MBC), and 24.8%, from the Backward Classes (BC).  

× Salem had the highest college enrolment at 8.9%, followed by Chennai at 5.8%; 

Dharmapuri 5.5%; Tiruvannamalai 5.2%; Namakkal 4.8%; and Cuddalore at 

4.1%.  

× The number of schemeõs beneficiaries at the end of 2023 was 2,30,820.  

× Salem district had the highest number of students who benefited, accounting for 

17,032 (7.38%) students.  

× Namakkal had followed with 13,312 (5.77%); Dharmapuri with 11,915 (5.16%); 

Chennai 11,468 (4.97%); Tiruvannamalai 11,146 (4.83%); and Coimbatore 

10,777 (4.67%).  
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High Price Day Ahead Market 2023 -24  

× The report on the short -term power market in India 2023 -24 was released by the 

Central Electricity Regulatory Commission (CERC).  

× CERC had approved the introduction of High Price Day Ahead Market (HP -DAM) 

in February 2023.  

× The dedicated market segment was introduced to enable high -cost generators, 

who have otherwise not been able to participate in the day -ahead market due to 

the existing price ceiling.  

× Tamil Nadu Generation and Distribution Corporation (Tangedco) was the major 

buyer of electricity from the High Price Day Ahead Market in power exchanges . 

× Total Volume transacted through High Price Day Ahead Market in Indian Energy 

Exchange was about 32.07 million units (MU) in 2023 -24 . 

× TANGEDCO accounted for 20.98 MU or 65.43%.  

× TANGEDCOõs weighted average purchase power was  17.65 per unit, as per the 

report.  

× The Stateõs power demand hit a new record, touching an all-time -high of 20,830 

MW on May 2.  

× The daily consumption hit a new high of 454.32 MU on April 30.  
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ôNipuniõ career readiness program 

× TN Educational department launched  òNipunió, a career readiness programme 

recently.  

× It was created by Avtar Human Capital Trust (AHCT) . 

× This is the Part of the 12th edition of òUdyog Utsavó. 

× The programme aims at equipping college girls with skills to create a self -reliant 

workforce for corporate India.  

 

Vaduvur Bird Sanctuary  

 

× The Vaduvur Bird Sanctuary  is situated in Thiruvarur District on Thanjavur -

Kodiakarai State Highway . 

× It has been cleared of invasive plant species to prepare the habitat for migratory 

birds . 

× This is a large human -made irrigation tank  in this region . 

× Invasive species  occupied these areas are  such as water hyacinth, Prosopis 

juliflora, and Ipomoea . 

 

16 th  FCõs official visit 

× The Chairman Arvind Panagariya led the 16 th  Finance Commission team visit ed 

Tamil Nadu.  

× They also inspect ed the Nemmeli desalination plant as part of their consultations.  

× Tamil Nadu called for an increase in the stateõs share of central taxes to 50%. 
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× It was citing concerns over reduced devolution of funds and mounting financial 

burdens due to centrally -sponsored schemes.  

× The state has emphasised the need for a revised fiscal framework that supports 

developing states like Tamil Nadu.  

× It has expressed concern over the gap between the 15th Finance Commissionõs 

recommendation of a 41% revenue share for states and the actual average 

devolution of 33.16% over the past four years.  

 

 

Major challenges to XVI Finance Commission  

× Tamil Nadu is facing three primary challenges, namely the impact of the natural 

disasters, a rise in the number of the elderly, and the needs arising due to rapid 

urbanisation . 

× The state requested the XVI Finance Commission to make recommendations that 

would help the State overcome these challenges financially.  

× The average age of the population in Tamil Nadu stood at 36.4 years at present, 

which was 9.5 years higher compared to that of Uttar Pradesh.  

× By the time the XVI Finance Commission completes its tenure, the average age 

of the population in Tamil Nadu would be 38.5 years.  

× It would by then emerge as the State with the highest elderly population in the 

country . 
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Project Ainthinai  

 

× The Department of Adi Dravidar and Tribal Welfare is taking steps to finalise the 

establishment of value -addition units for tribal agro products . 

× This is held  under its Tolkudiyinar Velanmai Melanmai Thittam, also called as 

project Ainthinai . 

× This is a land -based cluster approach for the socio -economic development of the 

Scheduled Tribe (ST) communities.  
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× Under th is project, 14 societies with 200 to 300 members each from the ST 

communities were formed in these districts.  

× The members were trained in value addition, and marketing their products.  

 

Highest number of women councilors  

 

× Among the States, Tamil Nadu has the highest number of women councillors . 

× The other States in the top 10 are Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, 

Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh, Kerala, Bihar and Chhattisgarh.  

× 17 States in India have legislated for 50% womenõs reservation, well over the 

constitutional minimum of 33%.  

× Around 46% of the councillors in India are women . 

× In 19 out of 21 capital cities that have active urban local bodies, including Patna, 

Shimla, Ranchi and Bhubaneswar, the figure goes well over 60%.  

 

Leakage of rice in PDS  

 

× Tamil Nadu was estimated to have suffered a loss of 1,900 crore during 2022 -

23 through leakages in the supply of rice under the public distribution system 

(PDS). 
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× The figure of leakage at 5.2 lakh tonne that accounted for 15.8% of the total 

quantity of rice reported to have been supplied through PDS.  

× The economic cost of rice for the year  is  3,670 per quintal for rice . 

× The quantum of PDS rice lost in distribution could have fed approximately 21.67 

lakh families . 

× As on May 31, 2024, Tamil Nadu had about 2.2 crore rice -drawing ration cards.  

 

Tamil Naduõs investment need 

× Tamil Nadu government has handed over the memorandum to the 16th Finance 

Commission  during its visit to the state  

× Investment needs of the Tamil Nadu stood at 6.84 lakh crore.  

× Besides, infrastructure needs in urban areas were to the tune of 5.32 lakh crore.  

× The funding requirement in power sector was 62,000 crore and the investment 

needs for industrialisation was 43,600 crore.  

× For modernisation of the buses and public transport systems, 7,000 crore were 

needed.  

× For nurturing the blue economy, support for secondary and tertiary healthcare 

and restoration of waterbodies 5,000 crore each was mentioned.  

 

Green Energy Corridor scheme -II  

 

× The National Transmission plan report was released by the Central Electricity 

Authority (CEA) . 

× Transmis sion system at a cost of 719.76 crore is planned for Tamil Nadu under 

the Green Energy Corridor -II (GEC -II) Scheme . 
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× Under the scheme, about 19 gigawatts (GW) of the renewable energy capacity is 

planned to be integrated into the transmission system within States . 

× For Tamil Nadu, 4,000 MW of renewable energy capacity addition is envisaged . 

× It is targeting a transmission line of 624 circuit kilometres (ckm) and 2,200 Sub -

stations (MVA).  

× Under the Green Energy Corridor -I (GEC -I) Scheme, about 23 GW of renewable 

capacity was planned to be integrated to the intra -State network . 

× About 18.72 GW have been commissioned (till 31 March, 2024).  

 

12 th  century chola Era pillar  

 

× A 12th -century Chola -era stone pillar  with inscription was recent ly discover ed 

Palur,  Cuddalore . 

× It etched in the year 1125 AD and denotes the land donation to the shiva temple 

by people of the village.  

× It pertains to the 5 th  year of the reign of vikrama chola.  

× As per the inscription, these donated lands were measured using a chola 

measurement system known as Pathinalu adikol.  

 

16th FC and Tamil Nadu  

× Arvind Panagariya said Tamil Nadu made a ômasterclassõ presentation that was 

well -researched and comprehensive towards the 16th FC.  

× He said that Tamil Naduõs presentation really went into depth to make the case 

as to why it should be 50%.  

× The issues being faced by the coastal States were highlighted in the state  

governmentõs presentation. 
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× The state said that the commission should reduce the weightage given to income 

distance, area, and forest and ecology while increasing that given to demographic 

performance.  

× Tamil Nadu has asked the Commission to consider adopting a different method 

for measuring per capita income ð from nominal to purchasing power parity (PPP) 

ð while calculating ôincome distanceõ. 

× Income distance is used to calculate the share of states in the divisible pool of 
taxes.  

× It is the distance between a state's income and the state with the highest income.  

× Tamil Nadu has sought reducing the income distance weightage from 45 per cent 

(as recommended by the 15th Finance Commission) to 35 per cent and demanded 

its calculation after adjusting for purchasing power.  

× Income distance must be adjusted for PPP and population must be derived using 

the 1971 Census, it said  

× The state has recommended increasing the demographic performance weightage 

from 15 per cent to 20 per cent and providing 10 per cent weightage for share of 

urbanisation.  

× As for population, the 15th Finance Commission had given a 15% weightage, and 

used the 2011 Census population figures.  

× The 15th Finance Commission had suggested a 12.5% weightage to the demo  

graphic performance variable, and Tamil Nadu had recommended that it must be 

increased to 20%.  

× As a whole, the State had recommended a 35% weightage to the income distance, 

20% each to population and demographic performance, 15% to contribution to 

the economy, and 10% to urbanisation.  

× A stateõs contribution to the national gross domestic product must get 15 per 

cent weightage.  

× Gujarat and Telangana have made similar suggestions.  

× For instance, if Tamil Nadu accounted for 8% of the countryõs GDP, the Stateõs 

share, based on this criterion, would be 8%.  

× Tamil Nadu has also sought increasing the vertical devolution (between the 

central government and states) from 41 per cent to 50 per cent.  

× The Finance Commissions had not served the interest of Tamil Nadu, and that 

though the 9th Finance Commission had recommended a larger share for the 

State, its share had been declining.  

× From the recommendation of the IX Finance Commission for 7.93% to that of the 

XV Finance Commission for 4.07%, the devolution share to Tamil Nadu has been 

consistently on the decline.  
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× The 15th Finance Commission had used a disaster relief index for partial 

devolution of disaster relief grants, but Tamil Nadu had some reservations on 

that.  

× The decrease in the devolution to the States and the increasing share of the States 

in projects jointly implemented with the Union government were the two major 

factors that were adding to the burden of the State governments.  

 

 

Childbirths at home  
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× Tamilnadu Health department is planning to take up a high -level discussion to 

handle cases of couples òchoosingó to have childbirth at home. 

× Experts have called for amendments to the Tamil Nadu Public Health Act 1939 

and invoking provisions of criminal laws against those involved.  

× Tamil Nadu  has achieved 99.9% institutional deliveries through sustained efforts 

over the decades . 

× NITI Aayogõs SDG India Index 2023-2024 put TNõs percentage of institutional 

deliveries at 99.98.  

 

5-Year Property Tax Growth  

× Between FY19 and FY24, the M unicipal Corporations of the top States by GSDP 

(and UT Delhi) recorded a CAGR ranging between 3 and 26 per cent . 

× Among these, Delhi, Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu registered the highest CAGR of 

26 per cent, 23 per cent and 23 per cent in this tax revenue.  

× West Bengal saw the lowest CAGR at 3 per cent.  

× On an all -India basis, this tax makes up for more than 16 per cent of total revenue 

receipts of the MCs and around 70 per cent of their own tax revenue.  

× Property taxes made up half (50 per cent) of the total revenue of Telanganaõs MCs 

in FY24. Karnataka at 43 per cent, Andhra Pradesh at 35 per cent, and Tamil 

Nadu at 27 per cent are the other toppers.  

× Maharashtraõs MCs, the richest in India, are more well diversified with just 11 

per cent revenue from property taxes.  
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Tamil Nadu GST collections in 2024 -25  

× Tamil Nadu has seen a robust 20.12% growth in State Goods and Services Tax 

Collections (SGST) in the first half of fiscal of year 2024 -25 . 

× It is the highest growth rate among the key comparable States for which data is 

available.  

× Tamil Naduõs State Goods and Services Tax (SGST) collection grew 20.12% to 

35,414.05 crore in the first half of the year 2024 -25 . 

× It was 29,481.97 crore in the comparable period last year.  

× For the same period, Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh recorded a growth rate of over 

14% in SGST collections . 

× Maharashtra registered a growth of 13.46% and Karnataka registered a growth 

rate of over 10%, as per the data.  

 

 

MMR in Tamil Nadu 2024  

× Tamil Naduõs Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) has been dropped to 39.4  from 45.5 

per one lakh live births during 2023 -24 . 

× The Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) has been reduced from 8.2 per 1,000 live births 

to 7.7 . 

× The Stateõs MMR was 73 per one lakh live births during 2020-21; 90.5 during 

2021 -22; and 52 during 2022 -23.  

× The IMR stood at 9.7 per 1,000 live births during 2020 -21; 10.4 during 2021 -22; 

and 10.2 during 2022 -23 . 
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One Health and Climate Hub ð Tamilnadu  

× The state is set to establish ôOne Health and Climate Hubõ under the Health 

Department . 

× It aims  to address the region -specific challenges such as rising temperature, 

increased vector -borne diseases, biodiversity loss, antimicrobial resistance and 

coastal vulnerability, in the context of climate change . 

× The hub will develop AI -based models to predict disease trends based on climate 

scenarios.  

× It will create and update a state -level database to track climate -sensitive diseases, 

with a focus on vulnerable communities.  

× It will conduct comprehensive studies to map health risks and the diseases.  

 

 

Highest number of open access consumers  

× Tamil Nadu had the highest number of open access consumers buying electricity 

from the power exchanges.  

× The concept of open access allows large users of power to buy power directly from 

private generators rather than depending on the State utility.  

× There were 5,244 open Access consumers at Indian Energy Exchange Ltd (IEX) 

and these consumers were mostly located in Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, Andhra 

Pradesh, Haryana and Punjab.  

× Tamil Nadu had a total of 1,247 open access consumers on IEX . 
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Vizhuthugal ð One Stop Centre  

× Tamil Nadu Chief Minister inaugurated ôVizhuthugal ð One Stop Centreõ, set up 

at Kannagi Nagar in Sholinganallur, Chennai . 

× It provid es health -related rehabilitation services for persons with disabilities.  

× This is established by the Department for the Welfare of Differently Abled Persons  

and is part of a World Bank -assisted T.N. Rights Project . 

× A total of 273 such centres are to be established under the project.  

× This is the first time in India that rehabilitation professionals of special 

education, optometry, audiology and speech therapy, physiotherapy, 

occupational therapy and psychological counselling are coming under one single 

roof . 

 

Sadhaya vizha 2024  

× The birth anniversary of the Chola emperor Raja Raja Chola I is celebrated every 

year during the Sadhaya Vizha in Thanjavur . 

× The Sadhaya Vizha takes place in the Tamil month of Aippasi (mid -October to 

mid -November) . 

× He was b orn as Arulmozhi Varman in 947 CE  and rose to become one of historyõs 

most illustrious and visionary rulers.  

× Raja Rajaõs reign, from 985 to 1014 CE, was marked by the military prowess and 

profound administrative vision.  

× Sri Brahadeeswarar Temple (Big Temple) called Rajarajesvaram built by emperor 

Raja Raja Cholan between 1003 and 1010 CE . 

 

Madras High Court on HRCE Act  

× The Madras High Court has held  that o nly Hindus can be appointed to teaching 

as well as the non -teaching vacancies in self -financing colleges and the schools 

established with temple funds by the Hindu Religious and Charitable 

Endowments (HR&CE) department . 

× Such appointees would be deemed to have relinquished the post the moment they 

cease to profess Hinduism . 

× A self -financing institution, which does not receive any government aid, would 

not fall under the definition of the term ôStateõ in order to provide equality of 

opportunity in public employment.  

× Also, a self -financing college established with temple funds and whose recurring 

expenses were met with fees collected from students would not fall under Articles 

16(1) and (2) of the Constitution . 
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× It would instead fall under Article 16(5) which permits appointment based on 

religion in certain denominational institutions . 

 

 

Social security of cooperation dept members  

× Tamil Nadu  launched three new initiatives ñ ôVergalõ (roots), ôVizhuthugalõ (aerial 

roots) and ôSiragugalõ (wings) ñ under the cooperation department . 

× Under ôSiragugalõ scheme, trans persons can avail themselves of loans ranging 

from Rs 5,000 to Rs 1 lakh at 5% interest rate.  

× The loans can be availed by small businesses, self -employed and SHGs.  

× ôVergalõ offers financial benefits to members of cooperative societies in the event 

of death, disability and injury.  

× The members can avail themselves of a benefit of Rs 1 lakh for accidental death, 

Rs 50,000 for natural death and Rs 50,000 for permanent disability.  

× The Members can subscribe to the scheme by paying a monthly subscription of 

Rs 100.  

× ôVizhuthugalõ is aimed at providing the financial assistance to the employees of 

cooperative societies.  

× Family members of employees can avail themselves of the benefit of Rs 5 lakh for 

accident death, Rs 1 lakh for natural death and Rs 2.5 lakh for permanent 

disability.  

× The staff shall subscribe to the scheme by paying Rs 300 monthly.  

 

Pennaiyar river issue  

× The Supreme Court asked the Union government to place on record the report 

prepared by a committee negotiating the same dispute between Tamil Nadu and 

Karnataka over the sharing of the Pennaiyar river water.  

× The court had in January 2024 directed the Union government to constitute a 

new negotiation committee under Section 4 of the Inter -State River Water 

Disputes Act of 1956 . 
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× It aims  to make a serious endeavour for a resolution between the two States.  

× In 2018, Tamil Nadu moved the court against Karnatakaõs work on check dams 

and diversionsõ structures on the river. 

× Tamil Nadu had argued  as the flowing water of an Inter -State River is a national 

asset and no single State can claim exclusive ownership of its water . 

× Also, it  had also argued that an 1892 agreement over the river water was òvalid 

and bindingó on the party States. 

 

 

 

NATIONAL  

NCPCR report on Child marriage  
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× As per National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) report, more 

than 11 lakh children vulnerable to child marriage in 2023 -24 . 

× Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, and Andhra Pradesh emerg e as leaders in the fight 

against child marriage . 

× Uttar Pradesh, with more than 5,00,000 such children, showed a strong response 

in addressing this issue, followed by States such as Madhya Pradesh and Odisha.  

 

TATA Aircraft Complex  

× India and Spani  jointly inaugurated the TATA Aircraft Complex for manufacturing 

C-295 aircraft in Gujarat's Vadodara.  

× A total of 56 aircraft are there under the C -295 programme . 

× 16 are being delivered directly by the aircraft manufacturing company Airbus 

from Spain, and the remaining 40 will be built at the facility . 

 

Mudra loans 2024 update  

× The government doubled the limit of Mudra loan amount under the Pradhan 

Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY) to promote entrepreneurship in the country . 

× It was hiked  to Rs 20 lakh from Rs 10 lakh under a new ôTarun Plusõ category. 

× It was l aunched on April 8, 2015  to facilitate easy, collateral -free micro -credit of 

up to 10 lakh to non -corporate, non -farm small and micro -entrepreneurs for 

income -generating activities.  

× 66.8 million loans were sanctioned under PMMY in 2023 -24, amounting to Rs 

5.4 trillion.  

 

 

Pandemic Fund Project 2024  

× The Centre will implement $25 -million G20 Pandemic Fund to develop a holistic 

health coverage for livestock . 
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× It is designed to enhance the countryõs òanimal health securityó by upgrading and 

expanding animal health laboratories and developing laboratory networks.  

× It will create a more integrated system for monitoring and managing òzoonoticó 

diseases.  

× The Fund  is to be implemented in partnership with the Asian Development Bank 

(ADB), the World Bank and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) . 

 

 

BRIC -NABI  

 

× Indiaõs first Biomanufacturing Institute, the BRIC-National Agri -Food Bio -

Manufacturing Institute (BRIC -NABI), was recently inaugurated at Mohali , 

Punjab.  

× It  is marking a pivotal step in the countryõs push for tech-driven agricultural 

transformation.  

× This institute aims to harness biotechnology to create sustainable, high -tech 

solutions within the agri -food sector . 

https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/


                   

 

61 
 

Konark Wheels at Amrit Udyan  

× The Four sandstone replicas of the Konark wheel have been installed at the 

Rashtrapati Bhavan Cultural Centre and the Amrit Udyan . 

× The Konark Sun Temple, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, is the culmination of 

Odisha temple architecture.  

× It was built in the shape of a colossal chariot carrying the Sun god.  

 

Biological diversity rules 2024  

 

× The Centre has notified the Biological Diversity Rules to implement the 2023 

amended law . 

× This law facilitates the fast -tracking of research, encourages Indian system of 

medicine, brings more foreign investments in the chain of biological resources, 

and exempts registered Ayush medical practitioners . 

× The rules give details on  

o How the National Biodiversity Authority (NBA) would provide technical and 

legal advice  

o Clarifications and guidance to the State Biodiversity Boards or UT Biodiversity 

Councils for implementing the provisions of the Act, and  

o Administer the National Biodiversity Fund.  

× The Rules also outline the procedure for registration and obtaining prior approval 

from the Authority before grant of IPR over research outcome . 

 

Ayushman Vaya Vandana Card  

× The Centre has extended his government's flagship health insurance scheme 

Ayushman Bharat to all senior citizens aged 70 years and above.  
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× These senior citizens will be issued the Ayushman Vaya Vandana Card.  

× Regardless of their financial status or income, all people 70 years of age and 

above are eligible . 

× Free health coverage up to Rs 5 lakh annually is under this expanded scheme.  

× Ayushman Vaya Vandana Card is universal and there is no restriction on income, 

be it poor or middle class or upper class.  

× PMJAY aims to provide health cover of Rs. 5 lakhs per family per year for 

secondary and tertiary care hospitalization . 

× It covers approximately 55 crore beneficiaries corresponding to 12.34 crore 

families of the bottom 40% of Indiaõs population. 

 

 

Paddy Variety PR -126  

× It was , introduced in 2016, the short -duration paddy variety PR -126 widely 

cultivated  in Punjab region.  

× The variety became popular among farmers for its shorter growth period, high 

yield, minimal pesticide requirements, and excellent OTR.  

× It offers an average yield of over 30 quintals per acre.  

× The state has seen a record -high area under paddy cultivation (roughly 32 lakh 

hectares) in the 2023 -24 and 2024 -25 seasons.  
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× Now it turned out for its lower out -turn ratio (OTR, which refers to the post milling 

yield) . 

 

 

CRS Mobile App  

× The Centre launched the Civil Registration System (CRS) mobile application to 

òintegrate technology with governanceó. 

× This application will make registration of births and deaths seamless and hassle -

free by allowing citizens to register at any time, from any place, and in their 

Stateõs official language. 

× All reported births and deaths in the country occurring from October 1, 2023 are 

to be digitally registered through the Centreõs portal dc.crsorgi.gov.in. 
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Cornea Transplantation  

 

× The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare may amend the Transplantation of 

Human Organs and Tissues Act (THOTA), 1994 . 

× It aims  to facilitate the retrieval of cornea from all Indian patients who die in 

hospitals, without consent from the family.  

× Going by the new initiative, corneas could be retrieved from all citizens who die 

in hospitals without the consent of the family.  

× This means that every person dying in a hospital would be presumed to be a 

cornea donor.  

× However, those not willing to donate cornea should have registered their 

unwillingness to donate while alive  

× Currently the country is being able to meet only 50% of the requirement  by 

donation . 

 

National Mission for Manuscripts 2024  

× The Union Ministry of Culture is set to òrevive and relaunchó the National Mission 

for Manuscripts (NMM) . 

× It  is  also  considering the formation of an autonomous body to help preserve 

ancient texts in India.  

× Presently, NMM is a part of the Indira Gandhi National Centre for Arts.  

× The new body, likely to be named the National Manuscripts Authority, will be an 

autonomous entity under the Ministry . 

× The NMM informed that till date a metadata of 52 lakh manuscripts has been 

prepared and roughly over 3 lakh titles have been digitised . 

× Around 80% of manuscripts in India are with private parties.  
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Census 2025  

 

× The much -delayed decadal census exercise and the work to update the National 

Population Register (NPR) are likely to begin early 2025 . 

× The data will be declared by 2026 . 

× The country's population count has been conducted every 10 years since 1951 . 

× But the census work in 2021 could not be carried out due to the COVID -19 

pandemic.  

× With this, the census cycle is likely to be changed.  

× So, it will be 2025 -2035 and then 2035 -2045 and so on in future . 

× 31 questions are to be asked to the citizens during the census exercise.  

× The census of India is recorded every decade, with the first one being held in 

1872.  
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× The first census post -Independence was recorded in 1951 and the last one in 

2011.  

× According to the 2011 data, India's total population was 121 crore, sex ratio was 

940 females per 1,000 males, literacy rate was 74.04% . 

× The population growth was 17.64% from 2001 to 2011.  

 

Cloud chamber  

 

× The Mission Mausam, launched by the government last month, aims to not just 

improve weather forecasting in the country.  

× India is also establishing a first -of-its -kind cloud chamber at the Indian Institute 

of Tropical Meteorology (IITM), Pune.  

× A cloud chamber resembles a closed cylindrical or tubular drum, inside which 

water vapour, aerosols, etc. are injected.  

× Under the desired humidity and temperature inside this chamber, a cloud can 

develop.  

× This facility will allow scientists to study the seed particles that form cloud 

droplets or ice particles in a sustained manner.  

× India is building a cloud chamber with convection properties, as required to study 

Indian monsoon clouds.  

 

Expansion of Indian Sign Language  

× Some 2,500 new terms including words in English and Hindi were added to the 

Indian Sign Language (ISL) dictionary.  

× This Expansion has facilitated the deaf communityõs engagement particularly in 

scientific, cultural, and internet related contexts.  

× It was spearheaded by the Indian Sign Language Research and Training Centre 

(ISLRTC). 
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TB Report 2024 ð WHO 

 

× India has recorded a 17.7 per cent decline in tuberculosis incidence from 237 per 

lakh population in 2015 to 195 in 2023 . 

× It  is more than double the global decline of 8.3 per cent . 

× In 2023, India is estimated to have had 27 lakh TB cases, of which 25.1 lakh 

were diagnosed and put on treatment.  

 

MIDH expansion  

× The Union Government has decided to include four new components ð 

Hydroponics, Aquaponics, Vertical Farming, and Precision Agriculture under the 

Mission for Integrated Development of Horticulture (MIDH) . 

× MIDH  is a Central Sponsored Scheme . 

× It  promotes the cultivation of fruits, vegetables, root and tuber crops, 

mushrooms, spices, flowers, aromatic plants, coconut, cashew, cocoa and 

bamboo.  
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× Indiaõs total horticulture production increased to 334.60 million metric tonnes in 

2020 -21 from 240.53 million metric tonnes in 2010 -11.  

× India is the second largest producer of fruits and vegetables in the world.  

× The annual allocation of the MIDH is Rs 2,000 crore for the current financial year 

(2024 -25).  

 

 

Act4Dyslexia Campaign  

× The Rashtrapati Bhavan, South Block, and the Parliament were illuminated  in 

red to raise awareness about dyslexia.  

× The nation -wide ôAct4Dyslexia campaignõ is aimed at raising awareness about 

this learning disabilities . 

× Dyslexia are estimated to affect 20 per cent of Indiaõs population, including 35 

million students . 

 

Aarambh 6.0 Initiative  

× Prime Minister engaged with young civil servants during Aarambh 6.0 . 

× It  will be focusing on enhancing governance through public participation (Jan 

Bhagidari) and improving feedback and grievance redressal systems.  
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× Aarambh is an orientation program for young civil servants, designed to equip 

them with governance skills and foster innovative thinking.  

 

 

Standard Veterinary Treatment Guidelines for Animals  

× The Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying (DAHD), has released the 

òStandard Veterinary Treatment Guidelines (SVTGs)ó for livestock and poultry. 

× The SVTGs have been developed in collaboration with the FAO and supported by 

the UN Agency for International Development (USAID).  

× It aims to deliver standardised, rational treatment for a variety of animal diseases, 

thus ensuring improved animal health and veterinary care across India.  

× It includes recommended treatments with dosage, route, duration of treatment 

for various drugs also including antimicrobial drugs, withdrawal periods, 

potential side effects, and decision criteria for first -line treatments.  

 

Namo Drone Didi Scheme Guidelines  

× The Government has released the Operational Guidelines of the Central Sector 

Scheme Namo Drone Didi.  

× The scheme aims to provide drones to 14 thousand 500 selected Women Self Help 

Groups during the period from 2024 -25 to 2025 -2026.  

× Eighty per cent of the cost of drone and accessories charges up to a maximum of 

eight lakhs will be provided to the women Self Help Groups for purchase of 

drones.  
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× One of the members of the women Self Help Groups will be selected for 15 -day 

training . 

× It  will be comprising mandatory drone pilot training and additional training for 

agriculture purpose for nutrient and pesticide application.  

 

 

First in the World Challenge  

× The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) has announced a new initiative 

called òFirst in the World Challengeó. 

× It is a imed at encouraging Indian scientists to come up with innovative ideas for 

finding solutions to difficult health problems . 

× The proposals aiming for ôincremental knowledgeõ or ôprocess innovationõ will not 

be funded through this scheme.  

 

DICSC project  

× The Centre launch ed the Digital India Common Service Center (DICSC) project, 

in Pilibhit and Gorakhpur  in Uttar Pradesh . 

× This initiative will establish one model DICSC center in nearly all gram 

panchayats across 10 districts, totalling 4,740 centers nationwide.  

× The implementation and centralized technical monitoring of these centers will be 

managed by CSC e -Governance Services India Limited.  

× It aims  to create an integrated platform that provides essential e -governance 

services along with financial and commercial services to rural citizens.  
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National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 2024  

× Indiaõs updated National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP) 2024 was 

released at the 16th meeting of the Conference of Parties (COP 16) , Colombia.  

× It i s a vital roadmap to address the strategies to halt and reverse biodiversity loss 

by 2030, with a longer -term vision of living in harmony with nature by 2050.  

× India had adopted the ôWhole-of-Governmentõ and ôWhole-of-Societyõ approach in 

updating its NBSAP.  

× India commits to protect at least 30% of its terrestrial, inland water, and coastal 

and marine areas and the loss of highly biodiverse areas is close to zero by 2030 . 

× India, recognised as one of the 17 megadiverse countries, became a party to the 

CBD in 1994.  

× It harbours about 7 -8% of the world's recorded species within just 2.4% of the 

global land area.  

× India  is home to more than 55,000 plant taxa and over 100,000 species of 

animals . 

× First NBSAP was created in 1999.  

 

Shilp Samagam Mela  

× The Union Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has launched the ôShilp 

Samagam Mela 2024 . 

× It aims to showcase and promote traditional handicrafts from various states in 

India.  

× During the even t,  the ôTULIPõ programme was launched.  

× TULIPõ stands for Traditional Artisansõ Upliftment Livelihood Programme.  

× This initiative  aims to empower marginalised artisans.  
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× It provides them with an online platform for global exposure and sales of their 

products.  

 

 

Property Owners Association case - 1992  

 

× The Supreme Court has determined that not all private properties can be taken 

over by the state under Article 39(b) of the Indian Constitution.  

× Article 39(b) mandates that the government should direct policies to ensure that 

òmaterial resources of the communityó are distributed to best serve the public 

welfare.  

× However, the supreme court said that states may claim certain private properties 

in specific cases if they align with this goal.  
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× Article 31C  has  the òsafe harbouró provision that shielded laws enacted to give 

effect to Article 39(b).  

× Article 31C was inserted through the Constitution (Twenty -fifth) Amendment, 

1971, to ring -fence the socialist economic policy.  

× As per Justice Krishna Iyer's 1978 ruling - all properties of private individuals 

can be termed community property . 

 

UP Madarsa Education Act  

× The Supreme Court upheld the constitutional validity of the Uttar Pradesh Board 

of Madarsa Education Act, 2004 (Madarsa Act) . 

× The SC also declared that madrasas can't grant degrees of higher education since 

that's violative of the University Grants Commission Act.  

× This case is known as Anjum Qadri and Anr vs Union of India & Ors . 

× On March 22, the Allahabad high court had declared the Act as 

òunconstitutionaló and violative of the principle of secularism. 

× Madarsas provide both religious education in Islamic tenets and practices as well 

as mainstream secular education.  

× The Madarsa Act provides a legal framework for these institutions in UP.  

× It has established the Uttar Pradesh Board of Madarsa Education (the Board), 

which prepares and prescribes course material, and conducts exams for all 

courses.  

× The Act also gives power to the state government to create rules to regulate the 

Madarsa education.  
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Jal Utsav 2024  

 

× NITI Aayog has launched the 15 -day ôJal Utsavõ campaign . 

× It aims  to create the awareness and sensitivity towards water management, 

conservation and sustainability.  

× It seeks to instil a sense of responsibility towards efficient water use among 

households and water management among utilities and agencies.  

 

Tuna Cluster - Andaman and Nicobar Islands  

× The government has notified the development of a tuna cluster in the Andaman 

and Nicobar Islands . 

× This is notified the Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY).  

× This region has under -exploited sea resources, particularly tuna and tuna like 

high valued species, estimated at 60,000 tonnes.  
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Three publications of the Supreme Court  

× The President Droupadi Murmu released three publications of the Supreme Court 

on the 75 years of the court, prisons in India and legal aid.  

× The publications are titled  

o Justice for Nation: Reflections on 75 years of the Supreme Court of India  

o Prisons in India: Mapping Prison Manuals and Measures for Reformation and 

Decongestion and  

o Legal Aid Through Law Schools: A Report on Working of Legal Aid Cells in 

India.  

 

Equatorial ElectroJet - Indian Model  

× Earthõs geomagnetic equator passes very close to the southern tip of India. 

× There is  a unique and very strong current of the order of 100 kA known as 

Equatorial ElectroJet (EEJ) . 

× It flows at around 105 -110 km height in the upper atmosphere.  

× Due to this intense current jet, the geomagnetic field near the equator is uniquely 

enhanced by a few tens to a few hundreds of nano teslas (nT).  

× Measuring this current intensity through the geomagnetic field enhancement 

provides an important understanding of the variation of ionospheric electric field.  

× The Scientists from Indian Institute of Geomagnetism (IIG) Navi Mumbai, have 

developed an empirical model that can predict the EEJ current very accurately.  

× It will help to understand the EEJõs impact on orbiting satellite, Global Navigation 

Satellite System (GNSS)-based navigation/positioning and other satellite 

communication links as well as electrical power grids.  
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PM-Vidya Laxmi Scheme 2024  

 

× The Union cabinet approved the PM -Vidyalaxmi scheme that aims to cover over 

22 lakh students a year.  

× The scheme will provide the financial support to meritorious students so that 

financial constraints do not prevent anyone from pursuing higher studies . 

× For students looking at loans of up to Rs 7.5 lakh, the government will provide 

credit guarantees to the tune of 75 per cent of the outstanding defaults.  

× Student s belonging to economically -weaker families with an annual income of up 

to Rs 8 lakh ñ will be entitled to a three per cent interest subvention on loans of 

up to Rs 10 lakh.  

× The ministryõs department of higher education will set up a unified portal, PM-

Vidyalaxmi . 

× This will allow the students to apply for the education loan as well as interest 

subvention to all the banks.  

 

Supreme Court on AMU  

× An educational institution established by a minority community will not lose its 

identity once it is recognised through a statute, the Supreme Court has declared  

recently.  

× The petitioners had challenged the five -judge Bench judgment in the 1967 case 

of S. Azeez Basha versus Union of India . 

× It had held that the AMU was a Central university and cannot be considered a 

minority institution.  
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× It has also held that religious minorities did not have the right to administer 

educational institutions which were not established by them, and cannot claim 

protection under Article 30(1) of the Constitution.  

× Article 30(1) upholds the right of religious and linguistic minorities to establish 

and administer their own educational institutions.  

× The minority status of the AMU, established in 1875, was then restored by the 

Parliament through the AMU (Amendment) Act in 1981.  

 

3rd MAHASAGAR Summit  

× The third edition of the high -level virtual interaction MAHASAGAR was conducted 

by the Indian Navy  

× MAHASAGAR stands for Maritime Heads for Active Security And Growth for All 

in the Region.  

× Maritime Agencies and Senior Leadership from Indian Ocean Region littorals viz., 

Bangladesh, Comoros, Kenya, Madagascar, Maldives, Mauritius, Mozambique, 

Seychelles, Sri Lanka and Tanzania  participated in this event.  

× The interactionõs theme was ôTraining Cooperation to Mitigate Common Maritime 

Security Challenges in IORõ. 

 

Digital Life Certificate Campaign 3.0  

 

× The South Western Railway (SWR) has announced the launch of Digital Life 

Certificate Campaign 3.0 . 

× It is  a new initiative aimed at simplifying the process for pensioners to submit 

their life certificates.  

× This new campaign allows for the online submission  for continuation of their 

pension, saving both time and effort.  
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51 st  Chief Justice of India  

× President Droupadi Murmu has administer ed the oath of office to Justice Sanjiv 

Khanna . 

× He is set to serve a six -month term as Chief Justice of India.  

× He also served as the Senior Standing Counsel for the Income Tax Department.  

× In 2004, he was appointed Standing Counsel (Civil) for the National Capital 

Territory of Delhi.  

× He was appointed an additional judge of the Delhi High Court in 2005 and 

became a permanent judge in 2006 . 

× On January 18, 2019, Justice Khanna was appointed as a Judge of the Supreme 

Court without having previously served as Chief Justice of a High Court.  

 

WOAH Reference Laboratory Status  

 

× The Indian Council of Agricultural Research -National Research Centre on 

Equines, Hisar (ICAR -NRC Equine) , Haryana  state was designat ed as a World 

Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) Reference Laboratory for Equine 

Piroplasmosis.  

× As per the 20th Livestock Census, India possesses around 0.55 million Equines 

(horses, ponies, donkeys, mules) . 

× Equine piroplasmosis  is caused by the tick -borne protozoan parasites Babesia 

caballi and Theileria equi . 

× They affect horses, donkeys, mules, and zebras . 

 

First Advance Estimates for Kharif crop 2024 -25  

× India's rice production is likely to touch a record 119.93 million tonne (MT) in the 

2024 -25 kharif season  

× Rice production is projected 6.67 million tonnes higher than the previous year's 

kharif season.  
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× Among coarse cereals, maize output is estimated at an all -time high of 24.54 MT 

for the 2024 -25 kharif season (July -June), up from 22.24 MT last year.  

× Jowar production is estimated higher at 2.19 MT, bajra output is likely to decline 

to 9.37 MT.  

× Total coarse cereals production is pegged lower at 37.81 MT against 56.93 million 

tonne in the year -ago period.  

× The agriculture ministry estimates total foodgrain production at 164.70 MT for 

the 2024 -25 kharif season . 

× It is  higher than 155.76 MT last year.  

 

 

New project to monitor animal health  

× The ôAnimal Health Security Strengthening in India for Pandemic Preparedness 

and Responseõ initiative was launched by the Union government.  

× It aims to enhance the countryõs capacity to prevent, detect, and respond to 

animal health threats.  

× The project was approved by the Pandemic Fund, created by G20 countries under 

Indonesian presidency in 2022.  

× The basic purpose of the fund is to assist low -and middle -income countries in 

strengthening their capacities to identify, report and contain future pandemics.  

× The project will work with the help of three implementing agencies ñAsian 

Development Bank (ADB), the World Bank, and the Food and Agriculture 

Organisation (FAO).  

× It is expected to be completed by August 2026.  
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Accessibility for disabled persons - Supreme Court  

× The Supreme Court has confirmed that the disabled personsõ right to access 

environments, services and opportunities is an essential human and the 

fundamental right . 

× The court recorded that while Delhi had 3,775 low floor wheelchair -accessible 

CNG buses for public transport, Tamil Nadu had only 1,917 such buses.  

× The court asked the government to enable the creation of public and private 

spaces, services and products of an òuniversal designó which could be accessed 

by everyone . 

 

 

New scheme for Medical Sector  

 

× Centre recently launching the Central Scheme with 500 crore for Strengthening 

the Medical Device Industry.  

× It would accelerate growth, reduce import reliance and enhance India's position 

as a leading exporter of medical devices.  

https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/


                   

 

81 
 

× Indiaõs medical device market is valued at approximately $14 billion and is 

expected to grow to $30 billion by 2030 . 

× The new scheme consists of five sub -schemes  ð  

o Common Facilities for Medical Devices Clusters,  

o Marginal Investment Scheme for Reducing Import Dependence  

o Capacity Building and Skill Development for Medical Devices.  

o Medical Device Clinical Studies Support Scheme and  

o Medical Device Promotion Scheme . 

 

EV as a Service  

× Convergence Energy Services Limited (CESL)  has launched its ôEV as a Serviceõ 

program . 

× It is targeting the deployment of 5,000 electric cars in government ministries and 

public sector units over the next two years.  

× CESL has already deployed close to 2,000 electric cars across the country and is 

facilitating the rollout of around 17,000 electric buses . 

 

National MSME Cluster Outreach Program  

× The Centre launched a national programme to promote financial access for micro, 

small and medium enterprises (MSMEs).  

× A cluster is a group of enterprises located in an identifiable and, as far as 

practicable, contiguous area and producing similar products and services.  

× This will  support the sustainability and growth of MSEs by addressing common 

issues such as technology, skill and quality improvement, market access, access 

to capital etc.  

 

Renewable Energy Growth and Investment 2024  

× India's total renewable energy capacity increased by 13.5 per cent or 24.2 GW in 

a year to reach at 203.18 GW in October 2024 . 

× It was 178.98 GW in October 2023 . 

× Including nuclear energy, the total non -fossil fuel capacity rose to 211.36 GW in 

2024, compared to 186.46 GW in 2023 . 

× The solar sector saw a remarkable increase of 20.1 GW (27.9 per cent) . 

× It was growing from 72.02 GW in October 2023 to 92.12 GW in October 2024.  

https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/


                   

 

82 
 

× The combined total solar capacity, including projects under implementation and 

tendered, now stands at 250.57 GW . 

× This is  a significant rise from 166.49 GW last year.  

× Installed capacity of Wind energy increas es by 7.8 per cent, from 44.29 GW in 

October 2023 to 47.72 GW in 2024.  

 

 

WIPO Patent Filings 2023 - India  

 

× Indiaõs patents and industrial filings are doubled between 2018 and 2023 while 

trademarks grew 60% . 

× The country now ranks 6th globally with 64,480 patent filings, up 15.7% . 

× Indiaõs IP (intellectual property) office is the second highest globally in the 

trademarks, with 3.2 million registrations in 2023 . 

× The countryõs Patent-to-GDP ratio surged to 381 from 144 over the past decade.  
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× India ranks 4th globally in trademark filings, up by 6.1% in 2023 with nearly 

90% from residents  

× India moved up to 10th globally for industrial design filings with a 36.4% increase 

in 2023 . 

 

New Standing Committee for Inter -State Council  

 

× The Union government reconstituted the Standing Committee of the Inter -State 

Council (ISC), naming Home Minister as its chairman.  

× The new committee includes 12 other members . 

× They compris e the senior Union ministers and chief ministers from seven states, 

including Maharashtra, Odisha, and Andhra Pradesh.  

× It is tasked with facilitating continuous consultations on matters to be considered 

by the broader Inter -State Council.  

× The ISC works to foster Centre -state and interstate coordination and cooperation.  

× This committee includes all chief ministers, nine Union ministers as members, 

and 13 Union ministers as permanent invitees.  

 

New Water Pollution Penalty Rules 2024  

× The Union Environment Ministry has notified new rules for holding inquiry and 

imposing penalties for the violations of the Water (Prevention and Control of 

Pollution) Act , 1974 . 

× The new Rules ð Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) (Manner of Holding 

Inquiry and Imposition of Penalty) rules, 2024, c ame into effect immediately . 
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× As per the recent amendment, offences and violations of the Act were 

decriminalised, replacing them with penalties instead.  

× Non-polluting ôwhiteõ category industries are exempt from prior permissions. 

× It has allowed the Centre to appoint officers to adjudicate offences, violations and 

determine penalties.  

× The Central Pollution Control Board, State Pollution Control Boards, and 

Pollution Control Committees are also involved.  

× The adjudication officer then has powers to issue notice to persons against whom 

complaints have been filed, detailing the nature of contravention alleged or 

committed.  

× The alleged violator could defend themselves or through a legal representative.  

× The whole process has to be completed within six months from issuance of notice 

to the opposite party, the Rules state.  

 

 

Deny or cancel foreign fund to NGO  

× Any NGO involved in anti -developmental activities and in the forced religious 

conversions will face cancellation of their registration under Foreign Contribution 

(Regulation) Act (FCRA), 2010.  

× The Ministry of Home Affairs  has listed 17 reasons to deny or cancel the Foreign 

Contribution (Regulation) Act registration of a non -government organisation 

(NGO). 

× Any NGO whose acceptance of foreign funding may affect social or religious 

harmony will face cancellation of its FCRA registration . 
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× Not  utilising any foreign funding for projects as per the aims and objectives of the 

NGO would also invite FCRA cancellation.  

 

 

FSSAIõs new guidelines 2024 

× The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India is set to release new guidelines 

for food delivery platforms, including Zomato and Swiggy . 

× The directive forms part of a plan to strengthen compliance and protect consumer 

rights.  

× It directed as, the e -commerce platforms must deliver foods with a shelf life of 45 

days before expiry.  

× It has emphasized the importance of delivering food items and non -food items 

separately to the consumers to avoid potential contamination.  

 

× It has asked "Food Commissioners of various states to step up surveillance on 

warehouses and other facilities utilised by e-commerce platforms."  
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× States/UTs were asked to increase surveillance samples and were also asked to 

deploy Food Safety on Wheels mobile vans for this purpose . 

 

India and Philippines - 75 years of diplomatic ties  

 

× India and the Philippines have celebrated 75 years of diplomatic relations, and  

unveiled a special logo to commemorate the milestone.  

× The joint logo symbolizes the enduring friendship, cultural bonds and shared 

values between the two countries . 

× India and the Philippines formally established diplomatic relations on November 

26, 1949, shortly after both countries gained independence.  

 

SC on Illegal Property Demolitions  

 

× The Supreme Court laid down a series of guidelines to ensure that due process 

is followed for demolishing the properties of citizens.  

× The SC place d emphasis on transparency and giving the accused and their family 

sufficient time to handle their affairs.  

× These guidelines will not apply to òan unauthorised structure in any public place 

such as road, street, footpath, abutting railway line or any river body or water 
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bodies and also to cases where there is an order for demolition made by a Court 

of lawó. 

× The SC said a minimum of 15 days prior notice must be given for a person to 

respond to before demolition is carried out . 

× These 15 days  starting from the date that the owner or the occupier receives the 

notice.  

× This notice must contain details of the structure, why it is being demolished, and 

a date for a òpersonal hearingó to allow owners to contest the demolition. 

× The court has also held that violation of these guidelines could lead to contempt 

proceedings and along with compensation . 

 

DRDOõs LRLACM 

× The DRDO  successfully conducted the maiden flight test of its Long -Range Land 

Attack Cruise Missile (LRLACM) . 

× The LRLACM is designed to be launched from both mobile ground -based systems 

and frontline ships . 

× The LRLACM is equipped with the state -of-the -art avionics and software that 

enhances its performance and reliability.  

 

 

Decentralized Green Hydrogen Initiative  
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× The government has announced a 200 -crore scheme for the implementation of 

pilot projects for the production and use of green hydrogen . 

× It will use innovative methods or pathways in the residential, commercial, local 

community, decentralised or non -conventional applicationsó. 

× The projects  under this scheme  include s floating solar -based green hydrogen 

production, biomass -based green hydrogen, and green hydrogen from waste  

water.  

× Decentralised use of green hydrogen could include cooking, heating, off -grid 

electricity generation or powering off -road vehicles . 

 

New Guidelines for Coaching Sector Ad  

× The central Government has issued new guidelines aimed at curbing misleading 

advertisements by coaching institutes . 

× These guidelines  are developed by the Central Consumer Protection Authority 

(CCPA). 

× It is t itled 'Prevention of Misleading Advertisement in the Coaching Sector' . 

× They apply to all forms of advertising related to academic support, education, and 

guidance services but exclude sectors such as counselling, sports, and the arts.  

× It  specifically prohibiting false promises such as "100 per cent selection" or "100 

per cent job security".  

× Under these rules, coaching centres are barred from using the names, photos, or 

testimonials of successful candidates without their written consent . 

× This written consent must be secured post -selection.  

 

ASSET Platform  
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× A symposium was held on the òGreen Transition in Statesó in  New Delhi.  

× NITI Aayog, in collaboration with the ministry of power and the ministry of new 

and renewable energy, launched the ASSET platform . 

× ASSET stands for  ôAccelerating Sustainable Solutions for Energy Transition õ. 

× It aims  to support states in accelerating their green transition.  

× The platform will assist in formulating state energy transition blueprints along 

with aiding in its implementation . 

  

Advancements - Ayurveda Aahara  

 

× Ministry of Ayush launched a special edition of the Journal of Drug Research in 

Ayurvedic Sciences (JDRAS) dedicated to the emerging field of Ayurveda Aahara.  

× The Ministry of Ayush  had earlier introduced the Food Safety and Standards 

(Ayurveda Aahara) Regulations, 2022.  

× The Regulation define d òAyurveda Aaharaó as food prepared according to recipes, 

ingredients, or processes described in authoritative Ayurveda texts.  

× This initiative safeguards the identity and authenticity of Ayurveda -based dietary 

practices, preserving the original principles of Ayurveda food preparation.  

 

ôKnow Your Medicineõ App 

× The Centre has launched a nationwide appeal to embrace the National Anti -

Doping Agency (NADA) India's ôKnow Your Medicine (KYM)õ app.  

× It aims to strengthen the fight against doping in sports, urging athletes, coaches, 

and the entire sporting community . 

× This innovative tool aims to empower athletes with critical information, helping 

them avoid inadvertent doping and maintain fair play.  
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× NADA was established by the Government of India  in 2005 to have a dope-free 

sports.  

 

 

Dual Approval Exemption  

× The Union Environment Ministry has released a notification that now allows the 

ôwhite categoryõ sector to establish and operate industries without obtaining two 

major approvals.  

× It has exempted the ônon-pollutingõ units citing the need to curb the compliance 

burden.  

× The dual approval contains the compliance of Environmental Clearance (EC) and 

Consent to Establish (CTE) for setting up of new industries.  

× Industries that are officially deemed as causing minimal or negligible pollution 

fall in the ministryõs white category.  

× There is a total of 39 such industries in the official list mentioned in the gazettes.  
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India's first long -range hypersonic missile  

× India has successfully tested its first long -range hypersonic missile, capable of 

carrying various payloads over 1,500 km . 

× The missile is capable of travelling at speeds of Mach 6 (six times the speed of 

sound) . 

× This variant could position India closer to having its own equivalent of China's 

DF-21D  nicknamed the "carrier killer" . 

 

Operation Sagar Manthan  

× India's Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) has launched Operation Sagar Manthan . 

× It aims to dismantle the vast drug empire of wanted smuggler Haji Salim, also 

known as the "Lord of Drugs."  

× Their illegal narcotics have a complex network that spans across Asia, Africa, and 

the West."  

 

All -India Services (Conduct) Rules, 1968  

 

× Kerala has suspended two IAS officers citing violation of service rules.  

× The All -India Services (Conduct) Rules, 1968 (AIS rules) governs the conduct of 

IAS, IPS and Indian Forest Service officers.  

× The AIS rules provide a code of conduct for the officers.  

× As per the AIS, they should uphold the supremacy of constitutional values.  

× They can participate or contribute in public media in the bonafide discharge of 

their duties.  
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× They shall not in any communication over any public media adversely criticise 

the policies of the government.  

× They shall not have recourse to any court or press for the vindication of official 

act, that has been subject matter of criticism, without the previous sanction of 

the government.  

 

New Comptroller and Auditor General of India  

× Senior IAS officer K. Sanjay Murthy was appointed as the new Comptroller and 

Auditor General of India (CAG).  

× He will complete his term on November 20, 2024.  

× The Clause (1) of article 148 of the Constitution of India  empowered President to 

Appoint CAG.  

 

CAG Report on Urban Local Bodies  

× The 74 th  Constitutional Amendment Act  mandated the devolution of powers to 

urban local bodies so they serve citizens directly and effectively . 

× This has not been fully implemented by 18 states even after three decades after 

Parliament amended the Constitution . 

× 17 of the 18 municipal functions have been transferred to the urban local self -

governments (ULSGs) by law . 

× But only four functions have been effectively devolved with complete autonomy.  

× Ten out of the 14 states have overriding powers over ULSGs on more than five of 

the 16 factors . 

× 1,600 out of 2,625 ULSGs in 17 states had no active elected council, and only 

five had directly elected mayors.  

× Six out of the 14 states reserved 50% of their city council seats for women, 

surpassing the constitutional requirement of 33% reservation for women.  

× Only four of the 15 states have empowered their State Election Commissions 

(SEC) with ward delimitation.  

× The municipal bodies heavily depend on the central and state governments for 

funds.  

× On average, only 32% of ULSGõs total revenue was their own.  

× As little as 29% of their expenditure went to development works and welfare 

programmes . 

× Their average resource expenditure gap was 42%.  
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× Only ten states have constituted the State Finance Commissions according to the 

prescribed timeline.  

 

 

Operation Dronagiri  

× Department of Science and Technology  launched the Operation Dronagiri . 

× It is  a pilot project under National Geospatial Policy 2022 . 

× It aims  to demonstrate the potential applications of geospatial technologies and 

innovations in improving  the quality of life of citizens and ease of doing business . 

× The first phase covers Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Assam, Andhra Pradesh, and 

Maharashtra, focusing on agriculture, livelihoods, logistics, and transport.  

 

GRAI 2023  

× The Grievance Redressal Assessment and Index (GRAI) 2023  is based on four 

dimensions and 11 indicators . 

× It  is assessing grievance redressal mechanism adopted by the central ministries 

and departments . 

× It was conceptualized and designed by the Department of Administrative Reforms 

and Public Grievances (DARPG) . 

× The Department of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare has t opped the ranking 

followed by Department of Post in Group A . 

× In Group B, O/O the Comptroller & Auditor General of India topped the ranking , 

closely followed by the Department of Land Resources . 
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ANRF's PAIR program  

 

× The Union Government -led Anusandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF) 

has launched the Partnerships for Accelerated Innovation and Research (PAIR) 

program . 

× The PAIR programme aims to bring major transformation in Indian Universities.  

× It will cultivate the research excellence in central and state public universities by 

fostering collaborations with top -tier institutions via a mentorship -driven hub 

and spoke model.  
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Pinaka Weapon System  

× The DRDO successful ly  complet ed the  flight tests of guided Pinaka multi -barrel 

rocket (MBRL) system . 

× This enhances the range of the Pinaka to over 75km.  

× Currently, there are two types of this system.  

× The first is Mark I, with a range of 40 kilometers, and the second is Mark II, with 

a range of 75 kilometers.  

× Eventually, the plan is to take up the range to 120 km and then to 300 km.  

× It can fire all 12 rockets in salvo mode in just 44 seconds, with a rocket launched 

every 4 seconds.  

× The Pinaka rocket launcher is considered to be equivalent to the US Himer's 

system . 

× The first order for it was placed  by Armenia.  

× Now France has also shown interest in this rocket system.  

 

 

e-Tarang system  

× Armed forces launched the AI -enabled 'e -Tarang System' . 

× It is  an innovative solution for the automated planning and management of 

Defence Spectrum.  

× e-Tarang will streamline the interference -free operational planning for defence 

equipment in both wartime and peacetime.  
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4th phase of mandatory hallmarking  

 

× The Bureau of Indian Standards has kickstarted the fourth phase of mandatory 

hallmarking of gold jewellery and gold artifacts from November 5 . 

× Since the launch of mandatory hallmarking on June 23, 2021, over 40 crore gold 

jewellery items have been hallmarked with a unique ID . 

× This is ensuring greater trust and transparency for the consumers in the market . 

 

AB Vaya Vandana Cards  
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× More than 10 lakh senior citizens aged 70 and above have enrolled for the newly 

launched Ayushman Vay Vandana Card  

× It  is enabling them to access free healthcare benefits under the Ayushman Bharat 

Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB PM -JAY).  

× This achievement comes within three weeks of the cardõs rollout on October 29, 

2024.  

× Around 4 lakh enrolments under Ayushman Vay Vandana card are by females.  

 

ôPPP plus PPPõ Model 

 

× The Centre has introduced the ôPPP plus PPPõ model to unite domestic and 

international partnerships for scalable diabetes solutions in the country.  

× It is defined as òpublic-private partnership domestically, collaborating with 

public -private partnerships internationally.  

× This collaborative framework is key to tackling healthcare challenges of such vast 

proportions and harnessing global expertise for local benefit.  

 

75 years of India and Sweden  

× For more than 75 years, Sweden has actively supported India's path to the 

sustainable industrial growth . 

× They cooperate especially in sectors with high emissions and the complex 

decarbonisation challenges.  

× At COP28 in Dubai, both have launched the India -Sweden Industry Transition 

Partnership (ITP) . 
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× It is the part of the second phase of Leadership Group for Industry Transition 

(LeadIT).  

× ITP aims to accelerate the transition of heavy industries in India and globally, 

with a focus on flagship projects in the steel and cement sectors.  

  

Bhu -Neer Portal  

× The Centre has launched the newly developed òBhu-Neeró portal during  India 

Water Week 2024.  

× The òBhu-Neeró is an advanced portal developed by the Central Ground Water 

Authority (CGWA) . 

× It will serve as a one-stop platform for managing and regulating groundwater 

resources, aimed at ensuring transparency, efficiency, and sustainability in 

groundwater usage.  

× It provide s the comprehensive details regarding the legal framework governing 

groundwater extraction, regulations at the state and national levels.  

 

 

Bima Sugam platform  

× Bima Sugam  is a digital platform showcasing the insurance products for the 

customers to choose from.  

× It displays schemes of various insurers for customers to choose from  in single 

window.  

× It aids to buying, selling, and servicing insurance policies as well as settling 

claims.  
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× The insurance  sector was growing at a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 

above 10% over the last 10 years.  

× In 2023 -24, the sector grew at a rate of 13% . 

 

 

Marine Fisheries Census 2025  

 

× The Centre launched the fifth ôMarine Fisheries Census 2025. 

× The census, for the first time, will be fully digital, leveraging mobile apps and 

virtual servers to collect and process data in real -time . 

× The census will cover 1.2 million households across Indiaõs coastline. 

× The ministry conducts a fisheries Census every five years . 

× It helps in making future policies and schemes for the benefit of the people  who 

are related to this sector.  
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58th Executive Committee Meeting of NMCG  

 

× The 58th Executive Committee meeting of the National Mission for Clean Ganga 

(NMCG) approved various vital projects.  

× These projects aim to take significant steps towards the conservation of the 

Ganga River and its aquatic life.  

× For conservation of the Ganga River Dolphin , 'Advancing Rescue System for the 

Protection of Stranded Ganges River Dolphins' project  has been approved . 

× It aims to develop a specialized rescue vehicle, the ôDolphin Ambulanceõ, to assist 

dolphins in distress.  

× The third season of the travelogue series "Rag -Rag Mein Ganga - Ek Jeevan 

Dhara" was approved.  

× The National Ganga Council replaced the National Ganga River Basin Authority 

(NRGBA) in 2016 . 

× NMCG  is the implementation wing of National Ganga Council . 

 

Eastern Maritime Corridor  

× The Chennai -Vladivostok eastern maritime corridor has become operational and 

is carrying oil, food and machines . 

× The time required to transport cargo between India and Far East Russia has been 

reduced  from 40 to 24 days . 

× This is a significant reduction of the distance by up to 40%.  
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× This passes through the Sea of Japan, the East China Sea, the South China Sea, 

the Malacca Straits, the Andaman Sea, and the Bay of Bengal.  

× India and Greece would also work together on the India -Middle East -Europe 

Economic Corridor (IMEEC) announced last year.  

 

 

òJobs At Your Doorstepó Report 

× The Centre launched a World Bank report titled ôJobs at Your Doorstep: A Jobs 

Diagnostics for Young Peopleõ that covers six states in India. 

× The report is a skills gap analysis that attempts to align trades offered in schoolsõ 

industry -specific needs of the districts where the schools are present.  

× It f ocuses on six STARS states ð Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, 

Maharashtra, Odisha, and Rajasthan.  

× It p romotes a bottom -up approach to skill development, emphasizing local 

market -driven training.  

× It e nvisages 50% student access to skill education by 2025 and 100% by 2030 

under NEP 2020.  
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One Day One Genome  

× The Department of Biotechnology (DBT) introduces the 'One Day One Genome' 

initiative to showcase the enormous microbial potential of India.  

× It aims to publicly release a fully annotated bacterial genome from India, along 

with a detailed summary, infographics, and genome data.   

× The genome of an organism consists of a unique sequence of DNA or RNA made 

up of nucleotide bases.  

 

 

VISION Portal  

× The Centre inaugurated the ôViksit Bharat Initiative for Student Innovation and 

Outreach Networkõ (VISION).  

× The initiative aims to nurture education, skill development, and innovation 

among underprivileged children.  

× India has the third -largest startup ecosystem, growing from 350 startups in 2014 

to 1.67 lakh in 2024.  

 

Coking Coal in Critical Minerals List  

× Niti Aayog report asked the government to  include coking coal in the list of critical 

minerals . 

× Coking coal constitutes approximately 42 per cent of the cost of steel . 

× The European Union has declared coking coal as a critical raw material along 

with 29 other raw materials . 

× India's import dependence on coking coal is about 85 per cent, which is much 

higher than that of the EU (approximately 62 per cent).  
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Atal Innovation Mission 2.0  

× The Union Cabinet has approved the continuation of its flagship initiative, the 

Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), under the aegis of NITI Aayog  till March 31, 2028.  

× The AIM 2.0, aims to bolster Indiaõs innovation and entrepreneurship ecosystem, 

advancing the countryõs goal of becoming a globally competitive and innovation-

driven economy.  

× India currently ranks 39th on the Global Innovation Index and boasts the worldõs 

third -largest startup ecosystem.  

 

 

PAN 2.0  

× The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA)  approved the PAN 2.0 Project 

of the Income Tax Department  
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× It aims  to make the permanent account number a ôcommon business identifierõ 

for all digital systems of government agencies.  

× This will be an upgrade of the current PAN/TAN 1.0 eco -system consolidating the 

core and non -core PAN/TAN activities as well as PAN validation service . 

× Hence the p aperwork is now eliminated via digital procedures, which encourage 

sustainability.  

 

 

ôOne Nation One Subscriptionõ Scheme 

× The Union Cabinet  approved a budgetary allocation of Rs 6,000 crore for an 

initiative called ôOne Nation One Subscriptionõ (ONOS). 

× It  will help Indiaõs higher education institutions (HEIs) access academic resources 

for the better.  

× Through the ONOS scheme, the Centre aims to consolidate the disaggregated 

approach to journal access for all government HEIs.  

× ONOS will enable state and central government HEIs to access thousands of 

journals on one platform, which will be active from January 1, 2025.  

× A single subscription for all central and state government HEIs would provide 

better bargaining power when negotiating with publishers.  
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INTERNATIONAL  

Brazilõs exit - Belt and Road Initiative  

 

× Brazil has decided to opt out of China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) . 

× Thus, it becom es the second country after India in BRICS  not to support the 

multi -billion -dollar project.  

× India has also protested against the $60 billion China -Pakistan Economic 

Corridor (CPEC) . 

× It is  a flagship BRI project that runs through Pakistan -occupied Kashmir, arguing 

it violates its sovereignty.  
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Salt Typhoon  

× The Chinese hackers have targeted the communication devices of US presidential 

candidates . 

× This sophisticated hacking attempt was reportedly orchestrated by a Chinese 

cyber espionage group known as 'Salt Typhoon'.  

× Salt Typhoon, the designation coined by Microsoft's cybersecurity team, is a 

group of state -sponsored Chinese hackers.  

 

Digital infrastructure in India 2024  

× The United States, Japan and South Korea have announced the launch of a new 

framework . 

× It engages  furthers their collaboration with the Indian private sector to support 

digital infrastructure in India.  

× The DiGi Framework creates a streamlined process where DFC, JBIC, and Korea 

Exim  bank, in partnership with the Indian private sector . 

× This will provide support to meet the needs of strategic digital infrastructure deals 

in India . 

 

Common Pledge initiative  

 

× The U nited Nation launched  the Secretary -Generalõs Common Pledge on Womenõs 

Participation in Peace Processes . 

× It is  a new initiative to strengthen the role of women in making and building peace 

worldwide.  
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× According to UN Women data for 2023, women, on average, made up less than 

10 per cent of peace negotiators and 13.5 per cent of mediators.  

× This Common Pledge asks the Member States, regional organizations and other 

actors actively engaged in mediation to join the UN in taking concrete steps to 

boost womenõs participation in peace processes. 

 

Typhoon Kong -rey  

 

× Typhoon Kong -rey has made landfall on the Taiwan eastern coast.  

× It is the biggest typhoon to directly hit Taiwan in nearly 30 years . 

× Taiwanõs typhoon season generally falls between July and September.  

× But this year two huge storms have hit Taiwan in October ñ the other being 

super typhoon Krathon  

× The deadliest storm to hit Taiwan in recent decades was Typhoon Morakot in 

August 2009.  

 

ARIN -AP 

× India, represented by the Directorate of Enforcement (ED), has been included in 

the Steering Committee of the Asset Recovery Interagency Network -Asia Pacific 

(ARIN-AP). 

× It is  a prominent multi -agency network dedicated to tackling the proceeds of 

crime in the Asia -Pacific region and a member of the Global CARIN Network.  

× India will assume the presidency of the network and host the Annual General 

Meeting (AGM) in 2026.  

× ARIN-AP was established to facilitate cross -border collaboration on asset tracing, 

freezing, and confiscation.  
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× It includes 28 member jurisdictions and nine observers and serves as an informal 

yet robust network as part of CARIN Network.  

 

Flash floods in Spain  

× The Spanish city of Barcelona was hit by flood  due to torrential rains . 

× The flooding was caused by a Dana phenomenon - when warm, moist air meets 

cold air, creating an unstable weather system.  

× This is the Europeõs worst flood-related disaster since 1967 when at least 500 

people died in Portugal.  

× The extreme weather event came after Spain battled with prolonged droughts in 

2022 and 2023.  

 

 

DRRWG Ministerial Meeting  

× The G -20 Disaster Risk Reduction Working Group (DRRWG) Ministerial Meeting 

was held in Belem, Brazil.  

× This event finalize d the first Ministerial declaration on Disaster Risk Reduction 

(DRR). 

× The Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI)  now includes 40 

countries and 7 international organizations as members.  

× The DRR Working Group was established on Indiaõs initiative during its G20 

Presidency in 2023.  
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47 th  President of USA  

× Donald J. Trump  become the 47 th  president  of USA  by defeating Vice President 

Kamala Harris . 

× This is going to be only the second time after Grover Cleveland in 1884 and 1892, 

when a president will be serving two non -consecutive terms in the White House.  

× The US follows the electoral college voting system.  

× Based on the volume of population, the states are assigned electoral college votes.  

× There are a total of 538 electoral college votes; 435 House of Representatives, 100 

Senate seats and 3 seats from Washington DC.  

× First, the parties choose potential electors in States before the election.  

× Then, the voters in each State select their electors by casting ballots during the 

general election.  

× So, voter s are actually picking an elector and not the President directly when they 

cast their vote in the general election.  

× A candidate needs votes from at least 270 electors to win the presidential election.  

× According to the U.S. Constitution, a candidate must be a natural -born citizen of 

the country, 35 years of age or older, and a resident of the U.S. for 14 years to be 

eligible to contest for presidency.  

× J.D. Vance was elected as Vice-President of the U.S.  

× The new Presidentõs term begins January 20, which is also the Inauguration Day. 

 

Global Health Emergency Corps  

 

× WHO has activated the Global Health Emergency Corps (GHEC) for the first time 

in response to a recent mpox outbreak . 

× Africa has already reported over 15,600 mpox cases and 537 deaths this year.  
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× In 2022, WHO had classified mpox as a public health emergency of international 

concern (PHEIC).  

× GHEC founded in 2023 by the WHO to address the gaps identified during the 

COVID -19 pandemic . 

× Its c ore strategies  are c ase detection, contact tracing, targeted vaccination, 

clinical and home care, infection prevention, community engagement, and 

logistical support.  

 

Worldõs First Green Energy Island 

× In North Sea, the  green energy project of Belgium is taking shape.  

× They are constructing massive concrete structures and moved into sea, which 

will form the foundation of this world -first initiative.  

× It is n amed after Belgiumõs Princess Elisabeth, the òenergy islandó. 

× This energy island was launched in 2021 . 

× The artificial island  will l ocate 45 kilometres (28 miles) off the coast . 

× It aims  to support a huge expansion in wind energy production . 

× Belgium plans to install 3.5 gigawatts of offshore wind capacity in coming years . 

 

The Worldõs Oldest Offshore Oil Platform 

× Neft Daslari lies deep in the Caspian Sea, around 100 kilometres off the coast of 

Azerbaijan's capital Baku.  

× This world's oldest offshore oil platform  is also known as òOil Rocksó. 

× It was c onstructed in the late 1940s during the Soviet era . 

× Neft Daslari began as a lone drilling rig later  grown into an extensive network of 

oil wells  and over 100 miles of bridges.  
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Allulose in South Korea  

 

× South Korea has become a top testing ground for the sweetener allulose . 

× It is a potential rival to sugar substitutes like stevia . 

× Found naturally in figs, kiwis and other fruits, allulose has been approved by 

both U.S. and South Korean regulators.  

× It is 70% as sweet as sugar and almost calorie -free.  

× The European Union and Canada classify it as a ònovel food,ó requiring further 

safety assessment.  

× WHO has issued the guidelines against using non -sugar sweeteners for weight 

control, citing potential long -term risks.  

 

Lewotobi Laki -Laki  

× Indonesiaõs Mount Lewotobi Laki-Laki erupts for the second time in a week . 

× Lewotobi Laki -Laki is one of a pair of stratovolcanoes in the East Flores district 

of East Nusa Tenggara province . 

× They are known locally as the husband -and -wife mountains.  

× òLaki-lakió means man, while its mate is Lewotobi Perempuan, or woman. 

× Lewotobi Laki -Laki is one of the 120 active volcanoes in Indonesia . 
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Peace with Nature  

× Colombia at the U.N. COP16 biodiversity talks launched a coalition with 20 other 

countries seeking to make "peace with nature ó. 

× The coalition includes countries from four continents including Mexico, Sweden, 

Uganda and Chile, although none from Asia -Pacific.  

× The coalition is open to countries that agree to a set of principles aimed at 

changing humanity's relationship with nature, to live in harmony with the 

environment.  
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Deforestation in Brazilõs Amazon 

 

× Forest loss in Brazilõs Amazon dropped by 30.6% compared to the previous year. 

× In a 12 -month span, the Amazon rainforest lost 6,288 square kilometers (2,428 

square miles) . 

× Deforestation in Brazil's vast savannah, known as the Cerrado, is decreased by 

25.7%, the first decline in five years.  

× The area that was destroyed has reached 8,174 square kilometers (3,156 square 

miles).  

× The Amazon, an area twice the size of India, holds the worldõs largest rainforest, 

about two -thirds of it within Brazil.  

× The Amazon basin also holds about 20% of the worldõs fresh water and the 

biodiversity includes 16,000 known tree species.  

 

Global Ministerial Conference on Ending Violence Against Children  

× The first  Global Ministerial Conference on Ending Violence Against Children was 

held in Bogotá, Colombia . 

× It was hosted by Colombia and Sweden, in partnership with UNICEF, the WHO 

and the UN Special Representative of the Secretary General on Ending Violence 

Against Children.  

× Violence against Children includes all types of physical and/or emotional ill -

treatment and sexual abuse.  

× 1 billion Children experience physical, emotional, and sexual abuse every year.  
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Russiaõs Pantsir System 

× India signs deal with Russia to facilitate cooperation for variants of the advanced 

Pantsir air defence missile -gun system.  

× It aim s to explore new avenues for manufacturing, technology transfer, and joint 

development of the Pantsir variants . 

× The Pantsir air defence system is a highly versatile and mobile platform designed 

to protect military installations and critical infrastructure from aerial threats . 

× It was including aircraft, drones, and precision -guided munitions.  

× The system combines short - to medium -range surface -to-air missiles with dual 

30mm automatic cannons . 

× The Pantsir can detect and engage the targets up to 36 kilometres away and at 

altitudes of up to 15 kilometres  

× The Pantsir system's adaptability for the different terrains and its capability to 

counter multiple aerial threats simultaneously . 

 

Arrow -3 Missile Interception System  

× The initial deployment of Israel's Arrow -3 missile interception system on German 

soil will took place in 2025 . 

× The Arrow system includes the Arrow -2 and Arrow -3 interceptors . 

× It was developed in cooperation between Israel and the United States to counter 

long -range ballistic missile threats  

× Israel  agreed last year to sell the Arrow -3 system to Germany in a $3.5 billion 

deal, its biggest defence sale to date.  

× Arrow -3 specialises in knocking out missiles before they re -enter the Earth's 

atmosphere.  

  

Canada - SDS Visa Program  

× Canada closed  its Student Direct Stream (SDS) program for students from 14 

countries, including India, China and Pakistan . 

× However, the regular visa route allows ample opportunity to secure approvals . 

× The SDS program allowed for faster processing of student visa applications.  

× It was launched in 2018 for admission into post -secondary Designated Learning 

Institutions (DLI) . 
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COP 29 - International Carbon Market Standards  

× COP 29 agreed the  UN-backed carbon market standards pertaining to Article 6 

of the Paris climate agreement . 

× It  defines how countries can voluntarily use the carbon credits to meet carbon 

emission reduction targets set out in their nationally determined contributions.  

× It also guarantees that the emission reductions and removals are real, additional, 

verified, and measurable.  

× Article 6  was proposed in the 2015 UN Paris Agreement . 

× It  is an international framework that allows countries to achieve the national 

emission mitigation targets via a market -based mechanism . 

× Private sector also plays a key role  in the mechanism.  

× The Key Sections of this Article are 6.2, 6.4, and 6.8, covering non -market 

approaches.  

 

COP 29 - Global Carbon Budget report  
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× This  new research  report was released  by the Global Carbon Project science team.  

× Global carbon emissions from fossil fuels have reached a record high in 2024 . 

× It projects fossil carbon dioxide (CO 2) emissions of 37.4 billion tonnes, up 0.8% 

from 2023.  

× The emissions from land -use change (such as deforestation) of 4.2 billion tonnes . 

× Total CO 2 emissions are projected to be 41.6 billion tonnes in 2024, up from 40.6 

billion tonnes last year.  

× Chinaõs emissions (32% of the global total) are projected to marginally increase 

by 0.2% . 

× US emissions (13% of the global total) are projected to decrease by 0.6%.  

× Indiaõs emissions (8% of the global total) are projected to increase by 4.6%. 

× European Union emissions (7% of the global total) are projected to decrease by 

3.8%.  

× Emissions in the rest of the world (38% of the global total) are projected to 

increase by 1.1%.  

× Atmospheric CO 2 levels are set to reach 422.5 parts per million in 2024, 2.8 parts 

per million above 2023, and 52% above pre -industrial levels.  

 

COP 29 - New Collective Quantified Goal (NCQG)  
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× The UN summit on climate change (COP29) has released a new draft of the new 

collective quantified goal (NCQG) . 

× It aims to secure $5 -6.8 trillion for developing countries by 2030.  

× Earlier  the first version was rejected by the developing countries.  

× The Developing countries require up to $1.5 trillion a year for their unique climate 

needs and net zero transition . 

× The actual climate action funding requirement, however, could be several times 

higher than the estimates of $1 -1.5 trillion.  

× The UNFCCC Standing Committee on Finance estimates that a total of $5.8 -5.9 

trillion will be needed by 2030 to cover the needs of 153 developing countries.  

× The group of 10 MDBs, including the World Bank, have said their overall climate 

finance provision is projected to reach $170 billion a year by 2030 . 

× Over 70% of the money ($120 billion) is anticipated to go to low ñand middle -

income countries.  

 

First Biodiversity and Nature Bond  

× The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has issued its first biodiversity and nature 

theme bond . 

× It aims  to finance a pool of eligible projects across Asia and the Pacific.  

× The A$150 million (equivalent to US$100 million), 10 -year issue was purchased 

by the Dai -Ichi Life Insurance Company, of Japan . 

× ADB is a founding partner of the Coral Triangle Initiative established in 2009 . 

× In 2023, ADB launched the Nature Solutions Finance Hub along with partners, 

as well as the Natural Capital Fund, in partnership with the Global Environment 

Facility.  
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8th South and South -West Asia Subregional Forum  

 

× India chaired SDG 8 session on the progress of Decent Work & Economic Growth 

at  the forum.  

× This forum was co -hosted by NITI Aayog and UN ESCAP.  

× Indiaõs unemployment rate down from 6% in 2017 -18 to 3.2% in 2022 -23.  

× Concurrently, the employment rate rose from 46.8% to 56% in the same period.  

× The e-Shram portal has registered over 300 million workers in the unorganised 

sector.  

× India has consolidated 29 labour laws into four simplified codes.  

 

MATES Scheme  

 

× From December 2024, Australia will open a new scheme which allows talented 

young people from India to work in the country.   

× MATES  scheme stands for Mobility Arrangement for Talented Early -professionals 

Scheme . 

× It  gives Indian university graduates and early career professionals a chance to 

work in Australia for two years.  

× MATES participants are not eligible to take part in the Scheme more than once.  
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Tropical Storm Sara ð Honduras  

 

× Tropical storm, Sara, formed in the western Caribbean Sea ma de landfall on the 

northern coast of Honduras . 

× The hurricane season for storms in the Atlantic Ocean, the Caribbean Sea and 

the Gulf of Mexico officially runs from June 1 to November 30.  

× Ocean temperatures must reach at least 79 degrees Fahrenheit (26 Celsius) to 

fuel hurricanes.  

× Based on the 30 -year period from 1991 to 2020, November typically sees one 

tropical storm every year or two.  

 

China's Megaport in Peru ð Chancay Port  

× Chinese President Xi Jinping inaugurat ed a massive deep -water port in Peru, a 

$1.3 billion investment by Beijing . 

× China is working for access to neighboring Brazil, where a new railway line is 

planned to carry Brazilian exports . 

× The rail project is estimated to cost $3.5 billion . 

 

https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/


                   

 

120 
 

Influenza Trends and Health Advisory 2024  

 

× Influenza A and B viruses are the primary concern , affecting 75.4% of patients 

with Influenza -Like Illness . 

× Influenza A (H1N1) accounts for 44% of reported cases.  

× Influenza B and other strains are also present but to a lesser extent.  

× The presence of Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) A and B was noted in 9% of 

cases, which cause mild illness.  

 

MƑori Group - haka dance  

× New Zealand's youngest MP, Hana -Rawhiti Maipi -Clarke, had voiced against  the 

contentious Treaty Principles Bill .  

× She also performed a traditional Maori haka during a House session.  

× The Maori haka is a traditional performance that holds deep cultural significance 

for New Zealanders.  

× It is known for its powerful energy, fierce facial expressions (pukana), and the 

physical movements like stamping, hand gestures, and chanting.  

× The haka varies by region, with many telling stories of significant events in a 

tribe's history.  

× There are various forms of haka, each with its unique purpose:  

o Peruperu: A war haka performed with weapons to show strength.  

o Ngarahu: A semi -war dance performed to test warriors' readiness.  

o Haka Tui Waewae: A non -combative haka expressing emotions like joy or 

anger.  

o Ka Mate: Tells the story of his escape from capture and his subsequent rise 

as a great Maori leader.  
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APEC Summit 2024  

× The 2024 Asia Pacific Economic Summit was hosted in Lima, Peru.  

× Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), formed in 1989 . 

× It  promotes the free trade, investment, and economic cooperation for sustainable 

growth.  

× APEC streamlines cross -border movement of goods, services, investments, and 

people by improving customs and aligning regulations.  

× APEC has 21 members  including the US, China, Japan, and others, covering 40% 

of the worldõs population and 60% of global GDP. 

 

G20 Rio Summit 2024  

 

× The 19 th  G20 Summit in Rio de Janeiro concluded with the adoption of the Rio 

Declaration . 

× The theme for this yearõs G20 Summit under Brazil's presidency is 'Building a 

Just World and a Sustainable Planet' . 

× The declaration has reaffirmed the G20õs commitment to the Paris Agreement and 

progress under the UNFCCC.  

× The declaration unequivocally condemned terrorism in all its forms . 

× The summit highlighted the failure to break the deadlock in UN climate talks in 

Baku, Azerbaijan.  

https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/


                   

 

122 
 

× Brazil proposed taxing billionaires to address global inequality.  

× It also launched the Global Alliance Against Poverty and Hunger, aiming to feed 

500 million people by 2030.  

× During this event, Joe Biden became the first sitting US President to visit the 

Amazon . 

 

Gabonõs New Constitution  

× Gabonese voters have approved of a new constitution by a landslide 91.8 per cent 

proposed by the countryõs military rulers.  

× The proposed new constitution introduces a limit of two terms on the presidency . 

× It  also increasing the length of terms from five to seven years.  

× The Central African Countryõs new constitution also abolishes the position of 

prime minister . 

× It also specifies that family members cannot succeed a president.  

× Military officers seized power in a coup in August 2023, ousting former President 

Ali Bongo Ondimba . 

 

 

Army Tactical Missile Systems  

× Ukraine has fired US -supplied longer -range missiles at a target inside Russian 

territory.  

× The Army Tactical Missile System  (ATACMS) is a surface -to-surface ballistic 

missile capable of hitting targets at up to 300km (186 miles).  

× They were first used in the Gulf War of 1991.  

× It follow s a ballistic path into the atmosphere and  back down at a high speed and 

high angle, making them difficult to intercept.  
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Salt Chimneys at Dead Sea  

 

× Researchers discovered have discovered meter -high white salt chimneys on the 

floor of the Dead Sea.  

× These chimneys are formed by the expulsion of hypersaline fluid from the lake 

floor s. 

× They are formed by the spontaneous crystallization of minerals when the 

groundwater with an extremely high salt content flows up out of the lake floor.  

× The most famous black smokers found along the mid -ocean ridges and the tufa 

towers of Mono Lake.  

 

Iraq National Census  

× Iraq is conducting its first comprehensive nationwide census in nearly four 

decades.  

× The last nationwide census in Iraq was held in 1987.  
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× Another one held in 1997 excluded the three northern provinces that make up 

the semi -autonomous Kurdistan region.  

× The estimated population of Iraq  to be 44.5 million.  

 

 

Global Hunger and Poverty Alliance  

 

× At the G20 Leadersõ Summit, Brazil made  the official launch of the Global Alliance 

Against Hunger and Poverty . 

× 81 countries (including India), 26 international organisations, 9 financial 

institutions, and 31 philanthropic foundations and some of the non  governmental 

organisations have already joined the Alliance.  

× The Alliance will provide a platform for countries to support each otherõsõ public 

policies aimed at eradicating hunger and poverty.  

× The Alliance is open to all willing United Nations member and observer states, 

development partners, and knowledge institutions.  

× Its key contributors include FAO, UNICEF, WFP, the World Bank, and other 

international organisations.  
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× Its programs and policies include diverse strategies such as:  school meals; cash 

transfers; smallholder and family farming support programs; socio -economic 

inclusion programs; integrated maternal and early childhood interventions; and 

water access solutions.  

 

RS-26 Rubezh ð Russia  

× Russia has tested a hypersonic intermediate -range missile in an assault on the 

Ukrainian city of Dnipro . 

× The Russian missileõs design was based on the design of Russiaõs longer-range 

RS-26 Rubezh intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM).  

× Hypersonic missiles travel at speeds of at least Mach 5 ð five times the speed of 

sound . 

× RS-26 Rubezh missile  has a range of 5,800 kilometres . 

 

 

North Koreaõs ôNoise Bombingõ 

× North Korea has begun blasting eerie, unsettling sounds across the border into 

South Korea . 

× North Korea's loudspeakers have been active for up to 24 hours a day . 

× The two Koreas remain technically at war since the 1950 to 1953 conflict ended 

in an armistice not a peace treaty.  
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Declaration on Enhanced Climate Action in Tourism  

× This initiative  was spearheaded by the COP29 Presidency under Azerbaijan . 

× It aims to transform the global tourism sector into a climate -resilient, low -carbon 

industry.  

× More than 50 countries endorsed the COP29 Declaration for Enhanced Climate 

Action in Tourism.  

× Tourism contributes to 8.8% of global emissions (direct and indirect) . 

 

Banda Aceh Statement  
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× The UNESCO  unveiled a roadmap at an international conference in Banda Aceh, 

Indonesia . 

× It aims  to achieve 100 % tsunami -ready coastal communities globally by 2030.  

× The initiative calls on states and civil society to accelerate investments to meet 

the 2030 goal.  

× Over 30 countries have benefited and critical early warning systems have been 

established.  

× Currently, 700 million people live in tsunami -prone coastal areas ñ a figure 

projected to reach 1 billion by 2050.  

× The UNESCO has expanded its Indian Ocean Tsunami Warning and Mitigation 

System to cover high -risk areas worldwide.  

 

Russia - nuclear doctrine  

 

× President Vladimir Putin has approved the changes to Russiaõs nuclear weapons 

policy . 

× Moscow sees nuclear weapons as a means of deterring its enemies and sets out 

the scenarios under which it would consider using them.  

× Its nuclear deterrent is aimed not only at other nuclear states but also at other 

countries that allow their land, water or airspace to be used to prepare or conduct 

aggression against it.  

× Russia is officially placing close ally Belarus under its nuclear umbrella.  

× Now it may use nuclear weapons in the event of a conventional attack against 

itself or Belarus that òcreates a critical threat to their sovereignty or territorial 

integrityó. 

 

https://www.shankariasacademy.com/
https://www.tnpscthervupettagam.com/


                   

 

128 
 

Global matchmaking platform  

× On the Energy Day at COP29, UN Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) 

and the Climate Club launched the Global Matchmaking Platform (GMP).  

× The initiative had focused on accelerating the decarbonisation in heavy -emitting 

industries . 

× The launch event highlights the annual funding gap of US$125 billion to reach 

the goal of net zero emissions.  

× The GMP for industry decarbonisation is being built as a support mechanism of 

the Climate Club, with the secretariat hosted by the UNIDO.  

× The matchmaking process aims to address the unique needs of different 

countries and providing the right support.  

 

 

Riyadh Design Law Treaty  

× After nearly two decades of the negotiations, the member states of the World 

Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) including India adopted the Design Law 

Treaty (DLT).  

× They signe d the Final Act of the Riyadh Design Law Treaty . 

× It  seeks to harmonise procedures and simplify registration processes of industrial 

designs in different countries . 

× Over the past decade, design registrations in India have tripled, with domestic 

filings increasing by 120 per cent in the last two years.  
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ECONOMY  

GTRI report  

× The Global Trade Research Initiative (GTRI) said that India's power sector is 

facing a 30 per cent shortage of CRGO steel, essential for electric motors and 

transformers.  

× The Shortage of Cold -Rolled Grain -Oriented (CRGO) steel was used for making 

transformers and electric motors could impact India's ambitious power sector 

expansion plans . 

× With domestic production meeting only about 10 -12 per cent of demand, India 

relies heavily on imports . 

× In FY 2024, India, one of the largest consumers of CRGO steel, required 400,000 

tonnes.  

× With only 50,000 tonnes produced domestically, it had to import 239.2 thousand 

tonnes from countries like China, Japan, Russia and South Korea.  

× After exporting 11.4 thousand tonnes, only 277.8 thousand tonnes were available 

for local use, leaving a shortfall of 122.2 thousand tonnes . 

 

 

4th phase of consolidation of RRBs  

× The Finance Ministry has initiated the fourth round of consolidation for Regional 

Rural Banks (RRBs). 

× 15 RRBs operating in various states would be merged.  

× The number of such banks is likely to come down to 28 from 43 at present.  

× It includes Andhra Pradesh, which has the maximum number of RRBs (4), Uttar 

Pradesh and West Bengal (3 each), and Bihar, Gujarat, Jammu & Kashmir, 

Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha and Rajasthan (2 each).  

× The Centre had initiated structural consolidation of RRBs in 2004 -05 . 
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× It  has resulted in reduction of such institutions from 196 to 43 till 2020 -21 

through 3 phases of amalgamation.  

× These banks were formed under the RRB Act, 1976 . 

× They aim  to provide credit and other facilities to the small farmers, agricultural 

labourers and artisans in rural areas.  

 

 

Direct taxes revenue 2023 -24  
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× The contribution of direct taxes to total tax revenue climbed to 56.72 per cent in 

2023 -24, the highest in 14 years.  

× The surge was even more stark in the direct tax -to-GDP ratio which jumped to 

over a two -decade high of 6.64 per cent . 

× Around 39 per cent of the total direct tax revenue comes from Maharashtra (Rs 

7.6 lakh crore in FY24) . 

× It is followed by Karnataka with around 12 per cent share (Rs 2.34 lakh crore) 

and Delhi with 10.4 per cent share (Rs 2.03 lakh crore).  

 

Urad And Tur Imports 2024  

× Brazil has the potential to become a major source for the import of black gram 

(urad) and pigeon peas (tur) for India . 

× The quantity of urad import from Brazil has increased from 4,102 tonnes in the 

2023 calendar year . 

× It was around  22,000 tonnes till October end of 2024 . 

× Australiaõs Chana production in current year is estimated at about 13.3 lakh tons 

as against 4.9 lakh tons in 2023, basically for export to India.  

× India imports 3 -4 million tonnes of various types of pulses annually to meet the 

domestic shortages.  

 

 

Reclassification of FPI and FDI  

× RBI has finalised a framework to allow foreign portfolio investors to convert their 

investments to foreign direct investment (FDI).  

× Any  Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs) whose investments would be reclassified as 

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) the moment it breaches the 10% stake threshold 

in an Indian company . 
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× This is issued under the Foreign Exchange Management (Non -debt Instruments) 

Rules, 2019.  

× Currently, an investment made by foreign portfolio investor along with its investor 

group (FPI) should be less than 10 per cent of the total paid -up equity capital on 

a fully diluted basis.  

× As per the framework, the FPI concerned will have to take necessary approvals 

from the government and concurrence of the Indian investee company concerned.  

× FDI is the investment through capital instruments by a person resident outside 

India.  

× FPI is an Indirect investment in financial assets like stocks and bonds.  

 

 

Report on Municipal Finances  

 

× The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) released the Report on Municipal Finances . 

× The theme of the Report is "Own Sources of Revenue Generation in Municipal 

Corporations: Opportunities and Challenges" . 
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× Own tax revenue, inclusive of property tax, water tax, electricity tax, education 

tax, and other local taxes, constituted 30 per cent of total revenue during 2023 -

24  

× It had noted that the demand for high -quality public services in urban areas is 

growing rapidly with a rising urban population.  

× The growth in the revenue receipts moderated to 3.7 per cent in 2022 -23 (revised 

estimate) and was budgeted to increase by 20.1 per cent in 2023 -24.  

× The surplus in 2023 -24 was budgeted at above Rs 1,000 crore in states like 

Maharashtra, Gujarat, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Haryana, and Telangana, 

led by Maharashtra (Rs 11,104 crore).  

× The surplus in MCs in Delhi, Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan, Odisha, West Bengal, 

and Tamil Nadu was placed in the range of Rs 100 crore (Tamil Nadu) to Rs 687 

crore (Delhi).  

× MCs in Tripura, Jharkhand, Himachal Pradesh, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jammu & 

Kashmir, Uttar Pradesh, and Kerala have budgeted for a revenue deficit in the 

range of ( -) Rs 2 crore (Tripura) to ( -) Rs 789 crore (Kerala) for 2023 -24.  

 

Export restrictions in 2023  

 

× Indian farmers were implicitly taxed $120 billion in 2023, the highest among 54 

countries, due to export bans, duties or other policies . 

× Among analysed 54 countries, net support to farmers in India has been negative 

throughout the last two decades but fluctuated markedly.  

× Budgetary transfers and subsidies were to the tune of $10 billion.  

× Overall, this led to a negative total market price support of $110 billion.  
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× India had the highest negative price support, followed by Vietnam and Argentina.  

× Indiaõs negative support had constituted 62.5 per cent of all such taxes globally 

in 2023.  

 

Systemically Important Banks 2024  

× The State Bank of India (SBI), HDFC Bank, and ICICI Bank remain classified by 

RBI  as systemically important banks . 

× SBI and HDFC Bank required to maintain additional capital buffers starting April 

2025.  

× Systemically important banks are those considered too big to fail due to their size  

and some other criteria.  

× RBI had classified SBI and ICICI Bank as domestic systemically important banks 

(D-SIBs) in 2015 and 2016, respectively.  

× In 2017, HDFC Bank was also classified as a D -SIB.  

 

Anti -Dumping Duty on Epichlorohydrin  

 

× India has recently imposed an anti -dumping duty of up to USD 557 per tonne on 

Epichlorohydrin  

× It is a chemical primarily used in the adhesive industry, imported from China, 

South Korea, and Thailand.  

× This duty, effective for the next five years, is intended to protect Indian 

manufacturers from the adverse impacts of low -cost imports.  
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× Anti -dumping duties are levied to counteract imports priced lower than the fair 

market value, which can disrupt domestic industries and lead to unfair 

competition.  

 

MSMEõs Jobs creation 2024  

 

× Indiaõs micro, small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs) have added nearly 10 

crore new positions over the past 15 months.  

× The number of registered MSMEs has gone up to 5.49 crore from 2.33 crore in 

August last year.  

× The number of jobs reported by these enterprises has shot up to 23.14 crore from 

13.15 crore during this period.  

× The total employment also included 2.84 crore jobs by 2.38 crore informal micro 

units  and 5.23 crore women employment.  

 

 

 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY  

Clostridioides difficile Vaccine  

× Researchers are develope d the first successful mRNA vaccine against the highly 

contagious and difficult -to-treat Clostridioides difficile bacteria . 

× C. difficile causes an infection of the colon, the longest part of the large intestine . 

× The infection often occurs after antibiotic use and mainly affects older adults in 

hospitals or long -term care settings . 

× Roughly one -third of infected individuals will have recurrent infections.  
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New Spatial Grammar of Gene Expression  

× Transcription factors are special proteins that help read the information in our 

DNA.  

× They attach to the specific regions of the DNA and start a process called the 

transcription, which copies genetic information from DNA to RNA.  

× New research found that the fate of a gene being transcribed depends on the 

location of the transcription factor binding site relative to the location where 

transcription begins.  

× This provide s insights into how different spatial arrangements of the same 

transcription factors can have different effects.  

× The findings can òhelp filter and refine genomic tools and algorithms that predict 

gene expressionó. 
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New non -toxic molecules treatment  

 

× Scientists at the Agharkar Research Institute in Pune have developed new non -

toxic molecules for treating Alzheimerõs disease.  

× The team utilised a combination of synthetic, computational, and in vitro studies 

that could be effective in the treatment of neurodegenerative diseases.  

× Alzheimer  occurs due to an imbalance in certain hormones . 

× It  is the most common form of dementia and affects 60 to 70 percent of the 55 

million people worldwide.  

× The newly developed molecules were found to effectively target cholinesterase 

enzymes, enhancing the availability of acetylcholine, which is crucial for memory 

and learning.  

 

New target for cancer therapy  
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× Researchers have found a promising new target for cancer therapy, for patients 

who develop resistance to existing treatments.  

× The scientists focused on a DNA repair enzyme, TDP1, which may be key to a 

new combination therapy.  

× Current cancer drugs like Camptothecin, Topotecan, and Irinotecan target the 

enzyme Topoisomerase 1 (Top1) crucial for DNA replication.  

× However, cancer cells often become resistant to these drugs . 

× But these two proteins, Cyclin -dependent kinase 1 (CDK1) and Tyrosyl -DNA 

phosphodiesterase 1 (TDP1), play critical roles in this repair process.  

 

First Black Hole Triple System  

× Physicists have observed a òblack hole tripleó for the first time. 

× It features a central black hole, a star spiralling closely around it, and a more 

distant star.  

× This  star orbits the black hole every 6.5 days.  

× A second  and  more distant star takes around 70,000 years to complete its orbit.  

× It is located in the constellation Cygnus . 

× The system is located approximately 8,000 light years from Earth . 

× The central black hole, V404 Cygni, is about nine times the mass of our Sun . 

 

Nanozymes - study by the CSIR  
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× A CSIR-CLRI study has showed that nanozymes can ensure collagenõs integrity 

and enhance resistance to enzymatic degradation . 

× Nanozymes are nanomaterials that function like enzymes . 

× Manganese -based oxidase nanozyme (MnN) presents significant potential in the 

biomedical field.  

 

New Security alert system  

 

× The Researchers at the Centre for Nano and Soft Matter Sciences (CeNS) have 

developed a safety warning system based on the piezoelectric polymer nano  

composites.  

× This nanocomposite material can be useful for pressure sensing and energy 

harvesting applications.  

× The metal oxide nanomaterials with the suitable crystal structure and surface 

properties when used as fillers in polymer composites significantly enhance the 

piezoelectric response.  

× Researchers synthesized two zirconia -based metal -organic frameworks (UiO -66 

and UiO -67). 

 

Analogue Space Mission ð Leh  

× ISRO has started the countryõs first analog space mission at Leh in Ladakh, where 

space agency will simulate life in an interplanetary habitat.  

× The move assumes significance as India is planning to send a human to the Moon 

in the near future.  

× Analog space missions are field tests in locations on Earth that have physical 

similarities to the extreme space environments . 

× It also plays a significant role in problem solving for spaceflight research.  
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Luminescent Nanomaterials  

 

× The Institute of Nano Science and Technology (INST), have developed a novel 

security ink using luminescent nanomaterials . 

× It aims  to combat counterfeiting in currency, certificates, branded goods, and 

medicines.  

× This ink exhibits different colors under various light wavelengths, enhancing its 

security features.  

× The synthesis process involves rare earth doping and a co -precipitation method, 

allowing the ink to remain effective under diverse conditions.  

× This new innovation provides a reliable solution for verifying authenticity and 

preventing counterfeit products.  

 

IL 35 Protein  

× The Researchers has discovered a specific protein IL -35 that protects the immune 

system by lowering the particular immune cells that produce inflammatory 

chemicals, thereby reducing pancreatic cell infiltration . 

× It is  a key contributor in type 1 diabetes and autoimmune diabetes mellitus.  

× This protein presents a novel diabetes treatment option.  

× IL-35  is a specific protein of IL -12Ȁ and IL-27ȁ chains, encoded by the IL12A and 

EBI3 genes.  
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LID -568 Primordial Black Hole  

× Astronomers discovered a supermassive black hole, designated LID -568 . 

× Its period is about 1.5 billion years after the Big Bang event 13.8 billion years ago 

that initiated the universe.  

× LID -568 has a mass about 10 million times greater than the sun, so 2 -1/2 times 

that of Sagittarius A* . 

× LID -568 is growing by devouring material at a speed 40 times higher than the 

theoretical Eddington limit . 

× This speed is challenging existing theories about the evolution of supermassive 

black holes.  

× The Eddington limit refers to the maximum luminosity a black hole can achieve 

and the speed at which it can absorb matter . 

× Exceeding this limit, as LID -568 does, suggests a phenomenon known as super -

Eddington accretion . 

 

 

Ancient ocean in Mars  

× Recent findings from Chinaõs Zhurong rover suggest that Mars once hosted an 

ocean. 

× The sediment channels, mud volcanoes, and troughs, point to the presence of a 

large body of water in the past.  

× This discovery supports the theory that Mars, once a potentially habitable planet 

with a warm atmosphere . 
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× They estimate that Utopia Planitia flooded around 3.68 billion years ago . 

× The ocean seems to have vanished by around 3.42 billion years ago.  

× Mars formed around 4.5 billion years ago, like the other planets in our solar 

system.  

 

 

VELC payload of ADITYA -L1  

 

× Using the unique data obtained with the VELC onboard ADITYA -L1, ISRO is able 

to precisely estimate the onset time of a coronal mass ejection (CME) . 

× This marks the first scientific result from India's solar mission.  

× The Visible Emission Line Coronagraph (VELC) payload allowed for close 

observation of the CME near the Sun's surface . 

 

In -Memory Computing Technology  

× Israeli researchers  have developed the software that allows computers to process 

data directly in memory.  

× This innovation aims to resolve the inefficiencies associated with the data transfer 

between memory and the CPU.  
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× It represents an important step forward in addressing the òmemory walló problem. 

× The memory wall problem arises when processor speeds and memory capacities 

increase faster than data transfer rates.  

× In -memory computing allows certain computations to occur directly within the 

memory.  

× The researchers created a platform named PyPIM.  

× This platform integrates the Python programming language with digital 

processing -in -memory (PIM) technology.  

× PyPIM introduces some new instructions that facilitate operations directly within 

memory.  

 

 

RNA Editing - Wave Life Sciences  

× Biotechnology company Wave Life Sciences is becoming the first company to treat 

a genetic condition by editing RNA at the clinical level.  

× The role of RNA in a function called RNA interference has been essential for the 

success of CRISPR -Cas9 gene -editing.  

× The Cells synthesise messenger RNA (mRNA) using instructions in DNA and then 

ôreadõ instructions from the mRNA to make functional proteins. 

× RNA editing allows the scientists to fix mistakes in the mRNA after the cell has 

synthesised it but before the cell reads it to make the proteins.  

× Wave Life Sciences used RNA editing to treat Ȁ-1 antitrypsin deficiency (AATD), 

an inherited disorder.  

× RNA editing has some advantages over DNA editing, especially on safety and the 

flexibility.  
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× DNA editing makes permanent changes to a personõs genome and sometimes this 

can lead to irreversible errors.  

× But  RNA editing makes temporary changes, allowing the effects of the edits to 

fade over time.  

 

 

New Cyanobacteria Strain ð Chonkus  

× Research ers discovered  a unique strain of cyanobacteria, known as Chonkus.  

× This strain was discovered in the volcanic ocean vents near Vulcano, Italy.  

× Chonkus exhibits rapid growth in CO2 -rich waters.  

× It has a natural tendency to sink, which aids in carbon capture.  

 

 

Break down ôBiofilm Barriersõ 

× A team of scientists at the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) has devised a way to 

break down ôbiofilm barriersõ to aid entry of drugs.  
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× Most of the disease -causing bacteria secrete the matrix -like layers around 

themselves called biofilms.  

× These biofilms act as thick barriers, limiting the entry of drugs, and helping the 

bacteria become resistant to antibiotics.  

× To break down this biofilm barrier, the team has used an enzyme from the cowõs 

digestive tract.  

× The bovine gut harbours microbial enzymes that digest different kinds of complex 

polysaccharides, such as cellulose and hemicellulose . 

× They found glycoside hydrolases  (GH)-B2  successfully broke down biofilms in  

various lab conditions.  

 

 

Bio -derived Foam  
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× Researchers at IISc - Bengaluru have developed an innovative  and eco-friendly 

bio -derived foam . 

× The foam is made from bio -based epoxy resins, made from non -edible oils and 

hardeners derived from tea leaves.  

× This reduces reliance on the fossil fuels and non -recyclable materials while 

maintaining the foamõs excellent compressive strength. 

 

Turritopsis dohrnii  

 

× The Turritopsis dohrnii  is also known as the "immortal jellyfish" . 

× They have a remarkable ability to reverse its ageing process and avoid death.  

× When they faced with environmental stress or physical damage, this jellyfish can 

revert to an earlier stage of its life cycle . 

× It  is transforming its adult cells back into a polyp stage (youth form) . 

× This transformation process is called "transdifferentiation" and allows the 

jellyfish to start its life cycle over again.  

× The creature was first described by scientists in 1883 . 

× It is o riginally discovered in the Mediterranean Sea and also found in the oceans 

worldwide . 

 

Mystifying Magnetic Field of Uranus  

× NASAõs robotic spacecraft Voyager 2 conducted a five-day flyby  over Uranus  in 

1986.  

× The Voyager 2 observations left a misimpression about the magnetosphere of 

Uranus . 

× During the fly, it is lacking in plasma and possessing uncommonly intense belts 

of highly energetic electrons.  
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× The probe visited at a time of unusual conditions - an intense solar wind event - 

that led to misleading observations about Uranus, and specifically its magnetic 

field.  

× So, this event compressed Uranusõs magnetosphere during the observation . 

× The absence of plasma had previously led scientists to believe the moons were 

dormant.  

× But t he new findings suggest ed that the Uranusõs five major moons may not be 

geologically inactive.  

× Magnetosphere is a region of space surrounding a planet where the planetõs 

magnetic field dominates . 

× It  is creating a protective zone against solar and cosmic particle radiation.  

× Uranus  is big enough to fit 63 Earths inside it.  

× It orbits almost 20 times further from the sun than Earth does  and has 28 known 

moons and two sets of rings.  

 

 

BoseðEinstein statistics - 100th year  

 

× In 1924, Satyendra Nath Bose, had discovered the correct set of equations to use 

to work out the behaviour of collections of photons (particles of light).  

× Albert Einstein  translated it to German, and sent it to a journal himself.   

× This year marks 100 years of Boseõs discovery. 
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× His collaboration with the Albert Einstein had eventually led to postulation of B ð

E statistics.  

× It explains how particles distribute themselves in an available energy state.  

× The Particles which obey B ðE statistics principle is referred as òBosonsó, named 

after S. N Bose.  

 

Toxic Epidermal Necrolysis Treatment  

× A team of researcherõs collaboration found  the  new treatment approach  for TEN . 

× Toxic Epidermal Necrolysis  (TEN) is a rare but extremely severe adverse reaction 

to common medications or certain antibiotics . 

× It causes widespread blistering and detachment of the skin.  

× With a mortality rate of up to 30 percent, it rapidly transforms from a seemingly 

harmless rash into a life -threatening condition.  

 

 

Lesser mealworm Larvae  

× The larvae of the Kenyan lesser mealworm can chew through polystyrene and 

host bacteria in their guts that help break down the material.  

× The lesser mealworm is the larval form of the Alphitobius darkling beetle.  

× These bacteria produce enzymes capable of digesting the plastic.  

× The larval period lasts between 8 and 10 weeks.  

× Polystyrene  is known as Styrofoam.  

× It is a plastic material thatõs widely used in food, electronic and industrial 

packaging.  
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Changõe-6 - Lunar Sample data  

 

× Scientists have published the first detailed analyses of the lunar soil and rock 

that China retrieved from the far side of the moon . 

× Volcanic rock contained in the sample dates back 2.8 billion years . 

× It was suggesting the uncrewed missionõs landing site was volcanically active at 

that time . 
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× The age of the basalt rock from the far side is more than 3 billion years old . 

× More recent near -side samples collected by China's Chang'e -5 lunar mission in 

2020 were found to be 2 billion years old.  

 

Four Zebrafish in Space  

× The Chinese scientists have successfully maintained a closed aquatic ecosystem 

aboard the country's space station.  

× The experiment, part of the Shenzhou -18 mission , is setting a new record for 

space ecological experiments.  

× This achievement marks a significant milestone in an understanding how aquatic 

life can thrive in the challenging environment of space.  

 

 

GSAT-20 Satellite  

× GSAT-N2 or GSAT-20 is a 4,700 kg satellite that exceeds the weight capacity of 

India's indigenous rockets.  

× The launch had utilised Space X's Falcon 9 rocket  at cape Canaveral, USA . 

× The satellite has a mission -life of 14 years . 

× It  is providing essential internet and communication services across India and 

even in remote regions.  

× It will enhance broadband as well as in -flight connectivity throughout the Indian 

region.  

× SpaceX and ISRO have signed another agreement to send an Indian astronaut to 

the International Space Station (ISS) for $60 million.  
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Binar Satellites Burn Up  

× Three tiny Australian satellites from the Curtin Universityõs Binar Space Program 

burned up in Earthõs atmosphere. 

× These CubeSats ð Binar -2, 3, and 4 ð were placed in low Earth orbit (less than 

2,000 km above the surface) . 

× They only lasted for two months ð a third of what was expected.  

× This incident points towards a current trend that is being noticed recently - high 

solar activity.  

× Solar activity includes phenomena such as sunspots, solar flares and solar wind 

ð the stream of charged particles that flows toward Earth.  

 

First fully mechanical qubits  

× Physicists has made an advancement in quantum computing by constructing the 

first functional mechanical qubit.  

× Mechanical qubits are the tiny systems, that can exist in the multiple states 

simultaneously.  

× They rely on vibrational states rather than electronic states.  

× This characteristic allows for potentially longer coherence times.  

× Traditional electromagnetic qubits often have short coherence times, limiting 

their applications.  

× Mechanical qubits may overcome this limitation by offering longer coherence 

times.  
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Candidatus Phytoplasma  

× Research ers has identified Candidatus Phytoplasma as the causative agent of a 

peculiar disease in sesame fields . 

× The disease causes defect and virescence in the plants, impacting their yield.  

× This disease was named òWitchesõ Broomó, identified  by Indian Scientists  in early 

2024.  

 

 

Magnetic North Pole  

 

× The Earth's magnetic North Pole is moving toward Russia at an accelerating pace . 

× It has  a significant increase in its speed over the past few decades.  

× It was p reviously moving at 15 km/h, its rate has surged to 50 -60 km/h between 

1990 and 2005.  

× The pole has moved approximately 2,250 kilometres from Canada towards 

Siberia . 
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× Unlike the fixed geographic North Pole, where all longitudinal lines converge, the 

magnetic North Pole constantly shifts.  

× If the current trend continues, the magnetic North Pole is expected to move 660 

kilometres within the next decade.  

× By 2040, this will likely cause compasses to point eastward of true north, 

affecting global navigation.  

× These movements are part of a natural cycle, occurring every 300,000 years, the 

last full pole reversal happened 780,000 years ago.  

 

Indiaõs Nafithromycin 

 

× India  has launched the first indigenous antibiotic "Nafithromycin" for resistant 

infections.  

× It has been developed with the support of "Biotechnology Industry Research 

Assistance Council" (BIRAC) . 

× This has been brought to the market under the trade name "Miqnaf" by pharma 

company "Wolkardt" . 

× Nafithromycin marks a historic breakthrough as the first new antibiotic in its 

class to be developed globally in over 30 years.  

 

MECHS ð Bioplastic  

× The Researchers at Northeastern University, in Boston, have developed a new 

bioplastic  - MECHS , that dissolves in water.  

× MECHS consists of engineered E. coli bacteria with a fibre matrix to create a 

paper - or film -like material . 
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× MECHS can stretch like plastic wrap, can be genetically engineered by adding 

proteins or peptides to make it more or less stiff.  

 

 

MeerKAT Radio Telescope  

 

× An international team of astronomers has employed the MeerKAT radio telescope 

to investigate giant radio galaxies in the field of the Cosmological Evolution 

Survey . 

× They found a new giant radio galaxy that had not been reported before.  

× MeerKAT is located in the South Africa's Northern Cape province and ha s 64 

receptors.  

× It is part of the South Africa's contribution to the Square Kilometre Array (SKA) 

project . 

 

STRONGĈð New language  

× Indian Institute of Science researchers have devised a new language that encodes 

the shape and structure of nanopores in the form of a sequence of characters.  

× The language called STRONG (STring Representation of Nanopore Geometry) . 

× This  language facilitates training machine learning models.  
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WOH G64 star  

× Astronomers have obtained the first detailed image of a  star outside our galaxy, 

capturing a pivotal moment in its life cycle.  

× The star, known as WOH G64, is located an astonishing 1,60,000 light -years 

away in the Large Magellanic Cloud . 

× WOH G64  is nicknamed the "behemoth star" . 

× WOH G64 is classified as a red supergiant, with a size approximately 2,000 times 

that of our Sun.  
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ENVIRONMENT  

New genus of jumping spiders  

× Arachnologists have discovered a new genus of jumping spiders, ôTenkanaõ, found 

across southern India, encompassing two previously known species.  

× It also introduced a new species, Tenkana jayamangali, from Karnataka.  

× This new group belongs to the Plexippina subtribe of jumping spiders . 

× But it is different from related groups such as Hyllus and Telamonia.  

× Two species that were previously in Colopsus have now been moved to the new 

genus.  

× They are  Tenkana manu (found in south India and Sri Lanka) and Tenkana 

arkavathi (from Karnataka) . 

× Tenkana jayamangali for the first time, named after the Jayamangali river in 

Karnataka . 

 

 

Asiatic Golden Cat  

 

× The Asiatic golden cat ( Catopuma temminckii ) has been seen in  Assam's Manas 

National Park . 
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× The last direct appearance was witnessed in 2007.  

× Its distribution range spans  the northeastern Indian subcontinent, Southeast 

Asia, and southern China.  

× The species is protected under Scheduled -I of India's Wildlife (Protection) Act, 

1972  

× IUCN listed it as 'Near Threatened' in its Red List.  

 

New Eco -sensitive zones 2024  

× Namdapha National Park & Tiger Reserve and Kamlang Wildlife Sanctuary & 

Tiger Reserve in Arunachal Pradesh have been designated as Eco -Sensitive Zones 

(ESZ). 

× Namdapha Tiger Reserve, originally designated as a reserve forest, was declared 

a Wildlife Sanctuary in 1972 . 

× It became a National Park in 1983 and later a Tiger Reserve under the Project 

Tiger Scheme . 

× The Kamlang River flows through the Kamlang Wildlife Sanctuary . 

× The sanctuary is crucial for the protection of species like the Hoolock gibbon and 

hornbills . 

× In February 2024, Pakke Tiger Reserve was included in the same ESZ category.  

 

Restoration effort by Kadar Tribe  

× In a first, the Kadar tribe of Vazhachal, Kerala, has taken on active restoration of 

natural forests degraded by invasive alien species.  

× A total of 29 and 31 invasive species had been recorded in these divisions . 

× The Kadars are an indigenous community residing primarily in the forests of 

Kerala and Tamil Nadu.  

× The Kadar tribe is classified as a particularly vulnerable tribal group (PVTG) . 

× Their name, òKadar,ó is derived from the word òkaadu,ó which means forest in 

Tamil and Malayalam . 

× They speak a Dravidian language known as Kadar or Kadars, which is influenced 

by Tamil and Malayalam.  

× They continue to depend heavily on forest produce for their livelihood.  
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WMO Greenhouse Gas Bulletin  

× Greenhouse gas levels surged to a new record in 2023, rising by more than 10% 

in just two decades . 

× The globally averaged surface concentration of carbon dioxide reached 420 parts 

per million (ppm) . 

× Methane reached 1934 parts per billion and nitrous oxide 336.9 parts per billion 

(ppb) in 2023.  

× These values are 151%, 265% and 125% of pre -industrial (before 1750) levels . 

× The 2023 increase of CO 2 in the atmosphere was higher than that of 2022 . 

× The annual increase of 2.3 ppm marked the 12th consecutive year with an 

increase greater than 2 ppm.  

× In the last 20 years, the CO2 level has increased by 11.4% (42.9 ppm) above the 

level of 377.1 ppm recorded in 2004 . 
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Rare Indian Skimmers  

 

× At the Lower Manair Dam, around 150 to 200 rare Indian Skimmer birds were 

spotted, marking a first for Telangana.  

× Typically, these birds migrate to Kakinada port in Andhra Pradesh during the 

winter.  

× IUCN lists these birds as endangered.  

 

Snowless Mount Fuji  

 

× Until November, Japanõs famous Mount Fuji remains snowless. 

× This is making it the latest time in the year , the mountain has remained bare 

since records began 130 years ago . 

× The latest date beats the previous record set on October 26 in both 1955 and 

2016.  
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New assessment of wetlands  

 

× The assessment done by 35 percent ltd (commissioned by Wetlands International) 

highlights the role of wetlands in NBSAP submitted after COP15.  

× Member countries were encouraged to revise their NBSAPs in line with Kunming -

Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (KMGBF).  

× KMGBF was designed to halt and restore biodiversity loss by 2030.   

× The assessment includes 24 NBSAPs from around the world, representing 12 per 

cent of the 196 countries that are parties to the Convention on Biodiversity.  

× A majority of submissions came from Europe (10), followed by Asia (7), Africa (2), 

North America (2), Latin America and the Caribbean (2) and Oceania (1).  

 

Tigers at Mhadei Wildlife Sanctuary  

 

× An adult tigress and three cubs have been spotted in the Mhadei wildlife 

sanctuary in Goa .  

× It is marking the first time evidence of the species has been recorded in the 

forests . 
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× This reserve is bordering the states of Maharashtra and Karnataka since 2020.  

× The Mhadei wildlife sanctuary in Goa notified as the  55 th  tiger reserve  of India in 

2023.  

× The Mhadei River flows through this sanctuary.  

 

Coral Triangle 2024  

 

× The Serious dangers brought by fossil fuel expansion to the Coral Triangle, were 

highlighted by a report released at COP16  to the Convention on Biological 

Diversity (CBD).  

× The Coral Triangle, often referred to as the ôAmazon of the seasõ, is a huge marine 

area spanning over 10 million square kilometres.  

× It includes countries like Indonesia, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, Singapore, the 

Philippines, Timor -Leste, and the Solomon Islands.  

× This region is home to 76 per cent of the worldõs coral species and supports more 

than 120 million people who rely on its resources for their livelihoods.  

 

Rise of Himalayan Glacial Lakes  

× The Himalayan glacial lakes are rapidly expanding posing an increasing threat to 

communities and ecosystems.  

× From 2011 to 2024, these lakes grew by 10.81% in surface area, driven primarily 

by climate change.  

× In India  side, glacial lakes expanded by 33.7% over the same period . 

× 67 lakes in India alone have seen a more than 40% increase in size, marking 

them as high -risk for potential flooding.  
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× Glacial lakes in India expanded from approximately 1,962 hectares in 2011 to 

2,623 hectares by 2024.  

× Across the entire Himalayan range, the surface area of glacial lakes grew from 

533,401 hectares in 2011 to 591,108 hectares by 2024.  

 

 

Record Heat in October 2024  

× October 2024 was the warmest October in India in the last 124 years (since 1914) . 

× It witnessed an average temperature of 26.92 degrees Celsius . 

× It  was exceeding expected levels by 1.23 degrees Celsius . 

× The Minimum temperatures for October also reached unprecedented levels, the 

highest since the IMD began keeping records in 1901.  

× The monthly maximum and minimum averages over Safdarjung of Delhi were 

recorded as 35.1 degrees Celsius and 21.2 degrees Celsius respectively.  
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Rare Common Cat Snake ð Bihar  

 

× The common cat snake, or Boiga trigonata, is far less venomous than other snake 

species and is also considered extremely rare.  

× In Bihar, this elusive snake was discovered in the Valmiki Tiger Reserve, the 

stateõs only tiger reserve. 

× Its eyes  resemble those of a cat.  

× These snakes are nocturnal, and i ts venom can be dangerous to creatures such 

as lizards, frogs, rats, and birds  only.  

 

IUCN First Global Tree Assessment  

× The first Global Tree Assessment was published in an update of the International 

Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List of Threatened Species . 

× The findings were announced at the COP16  to CBD.  

× This assessment has found that nearly 38 per cent of the worldõs tree species are 

now facing extinction . 

× At least 16,425 of the 47,282 tree species analysed are in danger of extinction . 

× In South America, which boasts the worldõs highest tree diversity, 3,356 out of 

the 13,668 assessed species are at risk . 

× The IUCN Red List now includes 166,061 species, of which 46,337 are threatened 

with extinction.  
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Largest Feeding Frenzy  

× In just a few hours, more than 2 million Atlantic cod consumed 10 million tiny 

capelins.  

× This feeding frenzy is the largest on record, both in terms of the number of fish 

involved and the area covered.  

× Each winter Atlantic cod feed on spawning capelin along the Norwegian coast.  

× The analysis has revealed 23 million capelins grouping together in a shoal that 

stretched for miles.  

× The shoal drew the attention of 2.5 million cod, which formed their own massive 

group in response and ate up 10.5 million of the assembled capelins.  

 

Eurasian Otter ð Maharashtra  

 

× A rare Eurasian Otter was rescued in Indapur, Pune District, a species previously 

unrecorded in this area.  

× The Eurasian otter is rare in India . 

× They mainly confined to the Himalayan foothills, parts of the Northeast, and 

scattered sightings in the Western Ghats.  

× They are solitary, primarily nocturnal creatures that are highly sensitive to water 

pollution and habitat disturbance.  

× As apex predators in river ecosystems, otters help regulate fish populations and 

maintain ecological balance.  

× The Eurasian otter (Lutra lutra) is one of the three otter species found in India . 

× The other two are Smooth -coated Otter (Lutrogale perspicillata) and the small -

clawed otter (Aonyx cinereus).  

 

UNFCCC COP 29  

× The 2024 United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP29) kicked off in  Baku, 

Azerbaijan . 
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× The primary goal of COP29 is to bring together countries to develop a shared plan 

for curbing further global warming.  

× It will also focus on scaling up climate finance to help developing nations tackle 

the adverse effects of climate change.  

× The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) , an 

international treaty , was signed in 1992 . 

× In COP3 at Kyoto  (Japan)  in 1997 , the parties adopted the Kyoto Protocol.  

× At  COP21 in Paris, 196 parties adopted the landmark Paris Agreement , a legally 

binding international treaty . 

× During COP26 in Glasgow 2021 the Glasgow Pact  was accepted . 

× At COP28 in Dubai, a Loss and Damage fund was officially launched.  

 

Fire -Resilient Plant  

 

× Scientists have discovered a new fire -resilient  plant species in India's Northern 

Western Ghats . 

× They have named  the species as  'Dicliptera polymorpha' . 

× The new species experiences a burst of flowering, triggered through grassland 

fires . 

× This species is notable for its fire -resilient, pyrophytic habit as well as the unique 

dual -blooming pattern.  
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State of the Climate 2024 Report  

 

× The WMO's State of the Climate 2024 report was released during the United 

National Climate Conference (COP29), in Baku, Azerbaijan . 

× The report issued a red alert as the year 2024 is on track to be the warmest year 

on record.  

× From January to September of this year, the global average temperature was 1.54 

degrees above the pre -industrial level.  

× However, long -term warming measures over decades remain below 1.5 degrees.  

× WMO report says from 2014 -2023, global mean sea level rose at a rate of 4.77 

mm per year . 

× It was more than double the rate between 1993 and 2002.  

× India experienced extreme weather events on 93% of the days in the first nine 

months of the year  

× Punjab and Haryana were the worst hit, as they experienced extreme weather 

events on 34 days.  

× They were followed by Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan that experienced extreme 

weather events on 27 and 26 days, respectively.  

× Only 55% of countries are having  Multi -Hazard Early Warning System (MHEWS) 

as of March 2024.  

 

Agasthyamalai Bamboo Tail  

× Researchers has discovered a new species of damselfly from Manjadininnavila in 

Thiruvananthapuram district.  

× It is n amed as the Agasthyamalai Bambootail (Agasthyamala Mulavalan in the 

language of Malayalam) . 
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× The damselfly is a rare species belonging to the group of bambootails.  

× The only other species in this genus is the Malabar Bambootail (Melanoneura 

bilineata) that is found in the Coorg -Wayanad landscape of the Ghats . 

 

 

Report on African Elephant  

 

× The recent study found that savanna elephant populations fell by about 70% on 

average at the surveyed site s across the sub -Saharan African region . 

× The forest elephant populations were dropped by about 90%, with poaching and 

habitat loss as the main drivers.  
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