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How a “dead zone” is created in the Gulf of Mexico

Oxygen Oxygen Oxygen Oxygen
0 Mississippi River e H H H f

¥ ¥ ¥ ¥
GULF OF
MEXICO

WHAT HAPPENS Plankton  Plankton

@ The Mississippi 4 =
River carries
nitrogen-rich
material — such
as fertilizer, urban
runoff and sewage
— into the Gulf.

@ Populations of micro-
scopic organisms that
feed on nitrogen boom.

© Those organisms die and sink
to the bottom. Their decomposition depletes
the oxygen in the water.

) Fish and other mobile sea creatures flee the low-oxygen zone.

) Organisms that cannot flee die.

Source: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Advocate graphic
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