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TNPSC BITS  

× Shri Mahender Singh Kanyal presently Director at external affairs 

Headquarters, has been appointed as the next Ambassador of India to the 

Republic of Suriname.  

× Shri S. D. Moorthy presently Deputy Secretary at Headquarters, has been 

appointed as the next Ambassador of India to the Republic of South Sudan.  

× PM Narendra Modi inaugurated two newly -built expressways - phase 1 of 

Delhi -Meerut Expressway and the  Rs. 11,000 crore Eastern Peripheral 

Expressway,  India's first smart and green highway.  

× Tata Trusts signs MoU with the government  to provide development support 

in Naxal -hit districts in Chhattisgarh . These eight worst Naxal -affected 

districts are covered under Transformation of aspirational districts 

Programme of NITI Aayog.  

× Indian Navy indu cted Landing Craft Utility MK -IV LCU vessel L54 at Port 

Blair, Andaman & Nicobar Island. It is fourth of total eighth Mark IV LCU 

vessels to be inducted into Indian Navy.  

× The main  event of 4th  International Yoga Day celebrations (IDY -2018)  will be 

held on  21st  June 2018 at Dehradun in Uttrakhand.   

× The World Bank will provide a USD 21.7 million loan for strengthening the 

public financial management in Rajasthan to improve budget execution and 

greater revenue efficiency.   

× The Union Ministry of Women and Chil d and Development (WCD) has signed 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Uttar Pradesh Government for 

management of Home of Widows at Sunrakh Bangar, Vrindavan.   

× India and World Bank signed a 500 million Dollar loan agreement to provide 

additional financi ng for the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) 

Rural Roads Project.  

× The First biannual IAF Commanders' Conference of 2018 was inaugurated 

by Defence Minister at Air Headquarters (Vayu Bhawan), Delhi.  

× The book ôStraight Talkõ authored by the Member of Rajya Sabha, Mr. 

Abhishek Manu Singhvi, was released by Indiaõs Vice President Mr. 

Venkaiah Naidu.  

× The Third Home Affairsõ Dialogue between India and U.K. was held at New 

Delhi. The Government of India delegation was led by Shri Rajiv Gauba, 

Union Home Sec retary.  

× S.C. Sharma, has Ĉbeen appointed as a Director of National Assessment and 

Accreditation Council (NAAC). The tenure of the directorship is five years.  

× Deccan Queen, the first deluxe train, introduced between two premier cities 

of Maharashtra Pune and  Mumbai on June 1, 1930, completes 88 years of 

service. This was the first deluxe train introduced on the railway to serve two 
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important cities of the region and was aptly named after Pune, which is also 

known as Queen of Deccan (Dakkhan ki Rani).  

× A two -day Conference of Governors and Lieutenant Governors was held at 

Rashtrapati Bhavan. This will be the 49th such Conference which will be 

presided by President Ram Nath Kovind.  

× Indian Navy launched Operation 'Nistar' to evacuate 38 stranded Indian 

nationals i n and around Socotra.  Indian Naval Ship Sunayna, which was 

currently deployed for a mission in the Gulf of Aden, was directed to 

evacuate 38 Indian nationals stranded on the Yemeni island of Socotra in 

the aftermath of cyclone Mekenu.  

× In its efforts to dev elop the financial capital into a fintech hub, the 

Maharashtra Government has announced the opening up of a ôsandboxõ to 

boost start -ups.  

× Malaysiaõs king has approved the appointment of an ethnic Indian lawyer as 

the new attorney general, the first minorit y to hold the post in 55 years.   

× Veteran producer Pippa Harris has been appointed as the new chair of 

British Academy of Film and Television Arts (BAFTA).  Her tenure will last for 

two years.  

× The Telangana government and Life  Insurance  Corporation of India signed a 

memorandum of understanding on Rythu  Bandhu Life Insurance Scheme to 

give a life cover of 5 lakh to pattadar farmers.  

× Rashid Khan became the fastest to reach 50 T20I wickets in terms of time 

taken during Afghanistan's first match versus Bangladesh  in Dehradun.   

o He took two years and 220 days since his debut to take 50 wickets in 

T20 Internationals   

× Union Railway Minister  Piyush Goyal  flagged off  Humsafar Jodhpur Bandra 

Express  at Bhagat Ki Kothi Railway Station in  Rajasthan's Jodhpur.  

× Bandhan Bank has appointed H R Khan, a former RBI deputy governor, as 

non -executive chairman.  Khan's appointment will be for a period of three 

years with effect from June 5, 2018, or till the expiry of his term as an 

independent director whichever is earlier.  

× The Lal Bahadur Shastri  (LBS) International Airport  in Babatpur ñ about 

26km from Varanasi is set to become the first Indian airport to have a 

national highway underneath its runway.   

× Corporation Bank has bagged òInvestor Relations Awards 2018ó under the 

category ñ Best Expectation Management (Mid Cap) ñ for the financial year 

2017 -18.  

× In Uttarakhand, Polythene  will be completely prohibited from 31st July in 

the state.   

× MK Jain, the MD & CEO of IDBI Bank, was appointed as the Deputy 

Governor of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). The seat was filled after 
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former  Deputy Governor  SS Mundra ended his three -year term in July 

2017.   

× India would be hosting the third Asia Cup International Bridge 

Championship in Goa.   

× To enhance the livelihood of  the rural women in Tamilnadu,  the Tamilnadu 

Chief Minister Edapaddi Palanisamy has announced a new scheme, under 

Rule no 110, such as issuance of Free Nattu kozhi as that of free distribution 

of Goat and Bull scheme.  

× Tamilnadu Chief Minister Edappadi Palanisamy flagged off the youth pa rade 

in the name of òEnadhu Bharathan Ponnana Bharathamó organized by 

Bramma Kumariõs women Association. The all India level youth parade has 

been organised since the past 2017 by the Bramma Kumariõs Association.Ĉ 
o The aim of the movement is to emphasise that ethical activity must be 

protected through peace, purity and yoga.  

× After Chennai Central and Egmore, Tambaram is becoming a terminal. The 

new coach terminal constructed on the eastern side of the Tambaram station 

was dedicated to the nation by Union M inister of State for Railways Rajen  

Gohain.  

× Days after notifying the  Cauvery  scheme approved by the Supreme Court, 

the Union government nominated central  water  commission chairman, S 

Masood Hussain and chief engineer, Navin Kumar as chairman and member 

of Cauvery Water Management Authority. Kumar also becomes the chairman 

of Cauvery water regulation committee, as per the scheme.  

o The arrangements are òinterimó until the process of regular 

appointments are made as per Cauvery scheme  

× The Central Government has  decided to raise five Indian Reserve Police (IRP) 

battalions in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) with an aim to provide jobs to local 

youths. These battalions will have 60% reservation to people from border 

areas of J&K.  

× Arvind Saxena has been appointed to serve a s the acting Chairman of the 

Union Public Service Commission (UPSC). Saxena, a UPSC member, would 

be succeeding incumbent Vinay Mittal who completes his term on June 19.  

× K.V. Chowdary, the retired Chairman of Central Board of Direct Taxes 

(CBDT) has been a ppointed as the Chief Vigilance Commissioner (CVC), New 

Delhi.   

× T.M. Bhasin, Chairman & Managing Director, Indian Bank, has been 

appointed as the Vigilance Commissioner in the CVC, New Delhi.   

× The above appointments have been made for a term of four years from the 

date(s) on which they enter upon their office(s) or till they attain the age of 

65 years, whichever is earlier.   

× The World Bank has approved Atal Bhujal Yojana (ABHY), a Rs.6000 crore 

Central Sector Scheme of the Ministry of Water Resources, River  
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Development and Ganga Rejuvenation. The scheme is to be implemented 

over a period of five years from 2018 -19 to 2022 -23, with World Bank 

assistance.  

× The 31st edition of CORPAT concluded at Belawan, Indonesia in which India 

had deployed INS Kulish, a Kora class missile corvette, and one Dornier 

maritime patrol aircraft.  

o The opening ceremony of IND -INDO CORPAT was earlier conducted 

from 24 - 25 May 18 at Port Blair.  

× Union IT and Law Minister Ravi Shakar Prasad released Bhagat Singhõs jail 

diary book at a function in New Delhi. The jail diary book is a compilation of 

Bhagat Singh and his writings.  

× Tsewang Namgyal, presently Ambassador of India to the Republic of Poland, 

has been concurrently accredited as the next Ambassador of India to the 

Republic of Lith uania.  

× Veteran film actor Anupam Kher will be given the prestigious Lifetime 

Achievement honor  at the upcoming 19th edition of International Indian 

Film Academy (IIFA) awards ceremony in Bangkok.  

× Ms. Madhu Sethi presently Counsellor in the High Commission  of India, 

London, has been appointed as the next Ambassador of India to the Republic 

of Cuba.  

× Rudrendra Tandon, presently Joint Secretary at Headquarters, has been 

appointed as next Ambassador of India to ASEAN.  

× India's Sanjana Ramesh was awarded the 'Mos t Valuable Player' (MVP) even 

as compatriot Vaishnavi Yadav won the 'Girls Grit Award' on the Basketball 

Without Borders Asia, which featured 66 campers from 16 countries from 

the Asia -Pacific region.  

o Sanjana  also won the Co -MVP award at the NBA Academies Women's 

camp. Rence Forthsky Padrigao of Philippines was named Boys MVP.  

× India extended a financial aid of Rs 99 million to Nepal  for the construction 

of 2,700 shallow tube well irrigation systems  in 12 districts of the country's 

southern Terai region to boost agricultural productivity.  

o The assistance has been extended as part  of the final payment for 

the  Nepal -Bharat Maitri Irrigation Project, which was launched in 

January 2017.  

× The Haryana government has raised the upper age limit of entry into 

government service from 40 to 42 years.  

× A Conference on Implementation of National  Pension System (NPS) by the 

Central Autonomous Bodies (CABs) was organized by Pension Fund 

Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA) in New Delhi.  

× Gujarat will become the first Indian state to get completely covered under the 

piped gas distribution net work. The western Indian state already has 84.31 

per cent of its area under the city gas distribution (CGD) network.  
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× American fighter Ronda Rousey will become the first female MMA (Mixed 

Marital Art) fighter to be inducted into the Ultimate Fighting Champi onship 

Hall of Fame.  

× The Maharashtra government and Canadaõs Quebec province have signed a 

pact to increase the economic cooperation, especially in areas like 

information technology, biotechnology, artificial intelligence and welfare of 

the tribal communit y.  

× In a significant move to boost India -Vietnam ties, union defence minister 

Nirmala Sitharaman inaugurated the first representative office of the state -

owned defence equipment manufacturer Bharat Electronics Ltd (BEL) in 

Hanoi.  

× Twenty States have signed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with 

Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW) for implementing 

Ayushman Bharat -National Health Protection Mission (AB -NHPM).  

× The United States has approved sale of six AH -64E Apache attack 

helicopters to India.  The Apache choppers are one of the most advanced 

multi -role combat helicopters.  

o The prime contractors for the support sale will be Lockheed Martin, 

Longbow, Raytheon, General Electric and Boeing.  

× Public sector Vijaya Bank has bagged the Best Performing Pu blic Sector 

Bank award for the financial year 2017 -2018 from the Pension Fund 

Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA). The bank has performed 

well under Atal Pension Yojana.  

o The award was given at the National Atal Pension Yojana Conference 

held at Delhi.  

× S. Sundari Nanda, a 1988 AGMUT cadre Indian Police Service officer in the 

rank of ADGP, will assume charge as the first woman Director -General of 

Police, Puducherry.  

× 'Yoga Ambassadors  Tour', a specialized trip for  yoga professionals from 

around the world, part of Kerala government's tourism promotion 

programme, was inaugurated by  Minister of State  for 

AYUSH Shripad  Yesso Naik.  

× Gujarat has emerged as the leading state in generating e -way bills during 

April, May and the first week of June. The state ha s generated over 10.72 

million inter -state and intra -state e -way bills, followed by Maharashtra, 

Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh and Haryana, respectively.  

× Visva -Bharati University (VBU), founded by Rabindranath Tagore, will set up 

a yoga cent er inside the campus , named  yoga gram  (village).   

× Kerala State Literacy Mission Authority has initiated a 'water literacy' 

campaign with the involvement of 70,000 students aiming to create 

awareness among 10 lakh people over the importance of water conservation 

in the State.  
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× Chairperson  of Sasakawa  India  Leprosy  Foundation (SILF)  Tarun Das  was 

conferred upon the  Japan  Imperial Decoration for his contribution to the 

strengthening  of bilateral ties.  

× Union Cabinet has approved the renewal  of long -term agreements (LTAs) for 

export of iron ore (lumps and fines) of grade +64% Fe content to Japan and 

South Korea for another five years (2018 to 2023) through state -owned 

trading firm MMTC.   

× The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has selected Shillong, the capital 

city of Meghalaya as 100th smart city after evaluating the proposal 

submitted by it.  

× Arvind Subramanian announced that he was stepping down as the Union 

governmentõs chief economic adviser (CEA). Mr. Subramanian started his 

term as CE A on October 16  2014 , for a term of three years.  

o On the completion of three years, he was asked to continue for a year 

more, which would have taken his term to October 2018.  

× Mongolia has launched construction of its first strategically important oil 

refin ery funded by India in southern Dornogovi province.  Its financing is part 

of $1 billion soft credit line agreement between Mongolia and Export -Import 

Bank of India.  

× The Delhi government has announced to introduce a "happiness curriculum" 

in Delhi's governm ent schools from the coming academic session. The 

curriculum will include meditation, moral values, and  mental exercises and 

its core idea is to produce "Sarvagun Sampann" (versatile) professionals and 

human beings.  

× Prime Minister laid the foundation stone  of Vanijya Bhawan, a new office 

complex for the Union Department of Commerce, in New Delhi.  It will be a 

completely paperless office with state -of-the -art -facilities.   

× The Centre of Excellence in Maritime & Shipbuilding  (CEMS), a well -funded 

start -up in s kill development for maritime and shipbuilding sector, has 

announced setting up of 24 labs -6 in Mumbai and 18 in Vizag campus.  

o This is First -of-Its -Kind Infrastructure in Asia Pacific Region.  

× The Uttarakhand High Court has banned whitewater  river rafting, 

paragliding, and  other water sports in the state until a policy on the same is 

framed by the Trivendra Singh Rawat -led government.  

× Khadi  and Village Industries Commission (KVIC), under the MSME Ministry 

has adopted  Jagatpur  village in  Delhi  for its Swachhata Abhiyaan or 

cleanliness drive.  

× A 3-day National Yoga Olympiad  was inaugurated at the  National Council of 

Educational Research and Training (NCERT)  in CIET in New Delhi. This is 

the third consecutive year of National Yoga Olympiad of NCE RT. Two books ð

 Joy of Theatre  and  Sangeet  training packages were released on the 

occasion.  
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× T. Armstrong Changsan (IFS: 1997), presently Consul General, Consulate 

General of India, Osaka -Kobe has been appointed as the next Ambassador of 

India to the Republ ic of Iceland.  

× As strategic partners, India and Australia held the 10th Meeting of the Joint 

Working Group on Counter -Terrorism at New Delhi. The next meeting of the 

Joint Working Group on Counter -Terrorism shall be held in Australia in 

2019.  

× Minister for Commerce & Industry and Civil Aviation of India, Suresh 

Prabhu co -chaired the 15th Session of the India -Australia Joint Ministerial 

Commission with the Australian Minister for Trade, Tourism , and  

Investment, Steven Ciobo, in Canberra.  

× National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST) is organizing a National 

Seminar on òConservation of Particularly Vulnerable Tribes of Andaman and 

Nicobar Islands: The Way Forwardó on 27th and 28th June  2018 at 

Kamaladevi Multipurpose Hall, India Internati onal Centre, Max Mueller 

Marg, New Delhi.  

o This Seminar is being organized in collaboration with Anthropological 

Survey of India ( AnSI ) and Directors of 18 Tribal Research Institutes 

in different States.  

× China  has launched bird -shaped drones fitted with a c amera, GPS antenna, 

and satellite communication capability, to  monitor citizens  living in different 

parts of the country.  

o The program reportedly codenamed  "Dove", is run by Song Bifeng, a 

professor at Northwestern Polytechnical University.  

× Iran  announced a  list of imported goods to be banned in a move to protect 

domestic products and manage the outflow of currency.  

× The Union Ministry of Women and Child Development has announced to 

organi ze a day -long Seminar on Technology Partnerships ôTECH-THONõ for 

steeri ng POSHAN Abhiyaan on June 28, 2018  at Pravasi Bharatiya Kendra 

in New Delhi.  

o The POSHAN Abhiyaan or the National Nutrition Mission is PM 

Narendra Modiõs initiative for holistic nourishment. 

 

TAMIL NADU   

Age Relaxation for TNPSC Group I posts   

× The Tamil Nad u government has announced that the upper age limit for 

candidates appearing for examinations conducted by the Tamil Nadu Public 

Service Commission (TNPSC) for Group I, I -A and I -B posts would be relaxed 

by two years.  

× The upper age limit for these posts for SC/ST/MBC/BC & DC (denotified 

classes) candidates has been raised from 35 to 37 years,  
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× The limit for general category candidates has been relaxed from 30 to 32 

years.  

 

Tamil Nadu to ban use of plastic  

× On World Environment Day, Tamil Nadu chief minister Edappadi K 

Palaniswami announced a òPlastic Free Tamil Nadu policyó under which 

plastic will be banned from January 2019.  

× Earlier, former CM J Jayalalithaa introduced the Tamil Nadu Plastic Articles 

(Prohibition o f Sale, Storage, Transport and Use) Bill in 2002  and 

subsequently a committee was formed and the recommendations are now 

being implemented.  

 

German Award to Chennai Corporation  

× The German firm GIZ awarded the Transformative Urban Mobility Initiative 

worth of 2 Lakhs Euro to Chennai Metro Corporation.  

× The awarding Ceremony recently held at leibbes City in Germany.  

× For the design of Roads, the Chennai Corporation has been awarded by the 

German firm.  

× On behalf of Germanyõs GIZ firm, the competition for Award for òInitiative on 

Making changes in the urban trafficó was organised. 

× For this award, on behalf of Chennai Corporation the application for òThe 

Competition in the name of designing work including all the characteristics 

of Roadsó has been submitted. 

  

Kumb akonam Municipalityõs waste recycling model  

× The Kumbakonam Municipality (KM), a premier municipal body in 

Thanjavur district, has become a model for recycling of solid wastes.   

× With two lakh tonnes of solid wastes collected over a period of years sent for  

recycling, KM has become the first in the country to do so Ė 

× This model has been included as a model for emulation in the Swachh 

Bharat scheme.  

× A private company, ôZigma Global Environ Solutionsõ, was employed to 

recycle the solid wastes.   

 

Tamil Naduõs 1st Antyodaya Express  

× The Union Minister of State for Railways RajenGohain flagged off an 

Antyodaya Express train servi ce for unreserved passengers.  
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× Antyodaya Express will ply on the Tambaram -Tirunelveli route in the 

Southern state of Tamil Nadu.  

× The Tambaram -Tirunelveli Antyodaya Express train, which is a daily, 

unreserved express train will be managed by the Southern zone of Indian 

Railways.   

× The Tambaram -Tirunelveli Antyodaya Express train is the first Antyodaya 

service from Tamil Nadu.  

 

 

End of Fishing Ban Term  

× The 61 -day annual ban on fishing by mechani zed boats end on June 15.  

× The ban would not apply to those using country boats or fib er boats for 

fishing.  

× The fishing ban period started in Tamil Nadu on April 15,  2018  to facilitate 

breeding of fish and conservation of stock in marine ecology.   

× From the year 2000 Tamil Nadu had been implementing the fishing ban for 

45 -47 days.  

× But from the year 2017, adhering to the Union Agriculture Ministry, the 

state government had implemented the ban for 61 d ays to increase the fish 

reproduction.  

× In 2017, the ban period was relaxed in the districts of Chennai, 

Kanchipuram , and  Thiruvallur, which were hit by oil spill following the 

collision  of two ships.  
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NLC's Solar Power Projects  

× Neyveli Lignite Corporation  India Limited (NLCIL)õs three 100 MW Solar 

Power Projects for commercial operation were inaugurated recently.  

× These projects situated at Thoppalaakkarai and Sethupuram in 

Virudhunagar District and Sellaiya Sezhiyanallur in Tirunelveli District of 

Tamil N adu.  

 

AIIMS to come up at Madurai  

× Tamil Nadu government announced  that the much -anticipated All India 

Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) facility announced for the state by the 

Centre will come up near Madurai.  

× The AIIMS facility was announced for Tamil  Nadu in the Union Budget 2015 -

16 but had faced some delays over the location of the facility.  

 

 

NATIONAL  

Clean Air India Initiative  

× India and Netherlands launched Clean Air India Initiative in New Delhi.  

× It aims to curb air pollution in Indian cities by promoting partnerships 

between Indian start -ups and companies from the Netherlands .  

× It also aims  to build a network  of entrepreneurs working on business 

solutions for cleaner air.  

 

Surya Kiran -XIII  

× The thirteenth edition of India -Nepal joint military exer cise is conducted at 

Pithoragarh, Uttarakhand from 30 May to 12 June 2018.  
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× The joint military exercise aims to further enhance and strengthen the level  

of defen se cooperation between the two neighboring  nations.  

× Surya Kiran series of bilateral military exercises are conducted bi -annually, 

alternatively in India and Nepal.  

× The 12th  edition of this exercise was held at Nepal Army Battle School 

(NABS) in Saljhandi, Nepal in September 2017.  

 

NCDRC president  

× Justice R  K Agrawal, who retired as Supreme Court judge earlier, was 

appointed the president of the National Consumer Disputes Redressal 

Commission (NCDRC).  

× The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has approved Justice (retd.) 

Agrawal's appointment as the president of the commission  

 

× He will succeed Justice D K Jain, who completes his term on May 31.  

× The NCDRC is a quasi -judicial authority to decides on consumers' 

complaints.  

× It was established in 1988 and is headquartered in New Delhi.  

× The commission is headed by sitting or retired judge of Supreme Court of 

India.  

× Anybody aggrieved over goods and services, for values over Rs one crore, can 

approach the commission for grievance redressal.  

 

Deputy National Security Advisor  

× The Appointments Committee of the  Cabinet has approved Saran's 

appointment as the deputy NSA for a period of two years  

× Saran is currently Indiaõs Ambassador to Russia. 
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× Former chief of the Intelligence Bureau, Ajit Doval is the National Security 

Adviser  (NSA). 

 

× The NSA is the chief execut ive of National Security Council (NSC) and 

primary advisor to Prime Minister on national and international security 

issues and oversees strategic issues.  

× It is NSA to whom intelligence agencies such as Research & Analysis Wing 

(RAW) and Intelligence Burea u (IB) report, rather than directly to Prime 

Minister.  

× The post of NSA was created in November 1998 by Atal Bihari Vajpayee 

Government. Brajesh Mishra was first to be appointed NSA of India.  

× Since the inception of the post, all NSAs appointed belong to Indian Foreign 

Service (IFS) except M K Narayanan and incumbent, Ajit Doval, who belong 

to Indian Police Service.  

 

Prime Ministerõs Visit to South East Asia  

× Prime Minister kicked off his three -nation tour to boost India's ties with the 

southeastern nations  - Indonesia, Singapore , and  Mal aysia . 

× India and Indonesia have signed 15 Memorandum of Understandings (MoUs) 

during Prime Minister's visit to Jakarta with Indonesiaõs President Joko 

Widodo.  

× Both countries also agreed to celebrate 70 years of their diploma tic relations 

in 2019 -20.  

× Under Business to Business (B2B) and Government to Business ( G2B) , the 

agreements were signed between Kite Museum of Ahmedabad and Layang 

Layang to promote and popularise the art of kite designing.  

× Archaeological Survey of India a nd Indonesia's PT Taman Wisata Candi 

Borobudur, Prambanan and Ratu Boko  (National Authority Agency 

responsible for the protection and conservation of the Borobudur and 
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Prambanan ) have decided to work together on beautifying world cultural 

heritage of the P rambanan Temple and the Taj Mahal.  

 

Indiaõs First Advanced Forensic Lab 

× Minister for Women and Child Development, Mrs.Maneka Sanjay Gandhi 

laid the foundation  of Sakhi Suraksha Advanced DNA Forensic Laboratory in 

the campus of Central Forensic Science Lab, Chandigarh.  

× It is Indiaõs first advanced forensic lab dedicated to crimes related to women 

for timely deliver justice.  

× At present , there are 6 Central Forens ic Science Labs (CFSLs) in 

Chandigarh, Guwahati, Kolkata, Hyderabad, Pune and Bhopal and one State 

Forensic Science Lab in each State/UT.   

 

× These las are responsible for conducting forensic analysis of all cases in the 

country including sexual assault hom icide.  

× In Sakhi Suraksha Advanced DNA Forensic Laboratory, four units are to be 

established to address cases related to women:  

o Sexual Assault and Homicide Unit  

o Paternity Unit  

o Human Identification Unit  

o Mitochondrial Unit  

 

Mission Raftar  

× Ministry of Railways  conducted one -day workshop Mission Raftaar aimed at 

raising average speed of freight trains and coaching trains in New Delhi.  
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× The mission aims at doubling the average speed of freight trains and 

increasing average speed of coaching trains by 25kmph over a  five-year 

period.  

× It was launched as part of the strategy  of Indian Railways to keep pace with 

growing competition from competing modes viz. road and airlines etc.   

× Principal routes have been identified for raising of speed under Mission 

Raftaar.  

× These are six routes on Golden Quadrilateral namely, Delhi ð Mumbai, Delhi 

ð Howrah, Howrah - Chennai, Chennai ð Mumbai, Delhi ð Chennai and 

Howrah ð Mumbai.   

 

Times Higher Education ranking  

× The Indian Institute of Science (IISc) in Bengaluru has made it to the t op 100 

universities in the Times Higher Education's World Reputation Rankings 

2018Ė 

 

× It becomes the only Indian institution to make it to the prestigious list this 

year.  

× The IISc has been ranked in the 91 -100 band of the annual list topped by 

American universities Harvard, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) 

and Stanford, with the UK's Cambridge and Oxford completing the top five.  

× India features in the table for t he first time since 2011.  
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Online Analytical Tool  

× Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh launched an Online Analytical Tool to 

facilitate closer monitoring of the flow and utilisation of foreign contributions 

received by various organisations registered or perm itted under the Foreign 

Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010.  

× This web -based tool enables decision -makers in various Departments of 

Government to scrutinise source of foreign funds and their actual use in 

India.  

× It gives them the capacity to take data -driv en and evidence -based decisions 

regarding the compliance of the provisions of the FCRA, 2010.  

 

Block Chain Technology  

× The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) in its draft Telecom 

Commercial Communication Customer Preference Regulation, 2018 has 

proposed use of blockchain Ĉtechnology . 

× It aims to check the menace of Unsolicited Commercial Communication 

(UCC) or spam calls and messages.  

× This will be for first time; any country will deploy blockchain technology to 

check unwanted calls.  

× Using blockcha in technology, all information can be recorded and more 

options can be given to customers regarding commercial communications.   

 

Retirement Benefits  

× The Home Ministry said that the government has decided to extend Rs 1 

lakh to a retired President and Rs 90 ,000 to a retired Vice -President on 

account of office expenses every year.  

× The decisions have been taken to amend rules related to the President's 

Pension Rules, 1962 and the Vice -President's Pension, Housing and Other 

Facilities Rules, 1999.  
× The salarie s of the President and the Vice President were increased to Rs 5 

lakh and Rs 4 lakh per month respectively four months ago.  

 

S-400 Triumf deal  

× India has concluded price negotiations with Russia for a nearly Rs 40,000 

crore deal to procure S -400 Triumf air defence missile systems for the Indian 

Air Force.  

× The two countries are now trying to find a way out to evade the provisions of 

a US law (Countering America's Adversaries Through Sanctions Act - 
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CAATSA) that seeks to punish countries and entities engaged i n agreement 

with the defence or intelligence establishment of Russia.  

 

× The US had announced sanctions against Russia under the stringent law for 

its alleged meddling in the American presidential election in 2016.  

× India wants to procure the long -range missile systems to tighten its air 

defence mechanism, particularly along the nearly 4,000 -km -long Sino -India 

border Ė  

× In 2016, India and Russia had signed an agreement on the 'Triumf' 

interceptor -based missile system which can destroy incoming hostile 

airc raft, missiles and even drones at ranges of up to 400 km.  

× S-400 is known as Russia's most advanced long -range surface -to-air missile 

defence system.  

 

NCW and Facebook  

× Social networking giant Facebook said it has partnered with National 

Commission for Wome n (NCW) to launch a digital literacy programme in 

collaboration with the Cyber Peace Foundation (CPF).  

× As part of the digital literacy programme pilot, awareness training will be 

conducted for 60,000 women in universities across major cities in Haryana, 

Delhi -NCR, Manipur, Sikkim, Meghalaya, Maharashtra, and Tamil Nadu 

over a one -year period.  

 

Seva  Bhoj  Yojna  

× The Union Ministry of Culture has introduced a new scheme namely ôSeva 

Bhoj  Yojnaõ to provide special financial assistance to all charitable religious  

institutions that serve free food to people.  
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× Central Goods and Services Tax (CGST) and Integrated Goods and Services 

Tax (IGST) paid by these institutions will be reimbursed by the Centre.  

× Institutions (temples, gurudwaras, mosques, churches, ashrams, dar gahs, 

monasteries etc.) in existence for 5 years who serve free food to at least 

5,000 people in a month will be eligible for the benefits.  

× The ministry will register eligible charitable religious institutions on the 

ôDarpanõ portal. 

 

 

Malabar Exercise 20 18  

× Trilateral Naval Exercise Malabar 2018 between India, Japan and the United 

States was held off the coast of Guam in Philippine Sea.  

× It was the 22nd edition of the naval exercise.  

× Aim of the 22nd edition of annual exercise is increasing interoperabilit y 

between naval forces and sharing their expertise in maritime security.  

× Malabar Exercise was started as Indo -US bilateral naval war drill in 1992. 

Since then it is held annually.  

× Japan had formally joined the exercise as  a permanent participant in 2015, 

making it trilateral exercise.   
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3rd Annual Meeting of Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank  

× Two Day Thematic Seminar on ôWater and Sanitationõ in a run-up to 3rd 

Annual Meeting of Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) held at Pune.  

×  The seminar was hosted by the  Ministry of Finance, Government of India 

along with  Research and Information System (RIS) for Developing 

Countries  as Knowledge Partner  along with ĈAsian Infrastructure Investment 

Bank (AIIB), FICCI ĖĈ 

× This semina r is one among the eight events organized by the Ministry of 

Finance as a lead -up to the AIIBõs 3rd Annual Meeting which will be held in 

June 2018 in Mumbai.  

× With regard to water management, Government of India has recently 

launched 'Swajal  - a community -led drinking water project aimed at 

providing sustainable and adequate drinking water in an integrated manner 

in rural areas.  

 

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban)  

× The Union Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs has approved construction of 

another 1.5 lakh af fordable houses under Pradhan Mantri  Awas Yojana 

(Urban) for benefit of urban poor.  

 

× The d ecision in this regard was taken at 34th meeting of Central Sanctioning 

and Monitoring Committee.  
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× PMAY(U) aimsĈto provide houses to all poor in urban areas by 2022.  Its 

objective is to construct two crore houses across nation.  

× Intended beneficiaries of the scheme are Poor people (BPL) and People living 

under Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) and LIG (Low Income Group) 

categories in urban establishments of the countr y.  

 

Cauvery Management Authority  

× The Centre has constituted a Cauvery Water Management Authority (CMA) 

to address the dispute over sharing of river water among Tamil Nadu, 

Karnataka, Kerala and , Puducherry.  

× The Ministry of Water Resources has framed a sch eme constituting the CMA 

and the Cauvery Water Regulation Committee to give effect to the decision of 

the Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal as modified by the Supreme Court 

order.  

× The authority would comprise a chairman, eight members besides a 

secretary.  

× Ou t of eight members, two each will be full -time and part -time members, 

while the rest four would be part -time members from states.  

× The authority at the beginning of the water year (June 1 each year) would 

determine the total residual storage in the specifie d reservoirs.  

 

Bijli Bill Mafi Yojana 2018  

× The Madhya Pradesh state cabinet headed by Chief Minister Shivraj Singh 

Chouhan approved the Bijli Bill Mafi Yojana 2018 , outstanding power bill 

waiver scheme for labourers and poor families.  

× The state cabinet also approved Mukhyamantri Jan Kalyan (Sambal) Yojana 

2018 (a scheme to provide subsidised power) in the meeting.  

 

× Under the subsidised power scheme, registered labourers of the unorganised 

sector and Below Poverty Line (BPL) families would be provided el ectricity at 

a cost of Rs 200 per month.  
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× Power connection under the Mukhyamantri Jan Kalyan (Sambal) Yojana 

would be provided free of cost to the beneficiaries.   

 

UN Global Compact Network India convention  

× Global Compact Network  India  (GCNI), a local netwo rk of the  United 

Nations  Global Compact in New York, is holding its 13th National 

Convention on the theme of 'Sustainable Development Goals  (SDGs) in 

Bengaluru.  

 

× This year, the GCNI convention is of a greater significance as it is coinciding 

with the UN India Business Forum.  

× As part of a long -term association, Accenture, will support the event as the 

Knowledge Partner of GCNI.  

× D K Hota, CMD, BEML is the convention's chairman, while Shashi Shanker, 

CMD, ONGC, will be its president.  

 

ôJanaushadhi Suvidhaõ 

× The Union Minister of State for Chemicals and Fertilizers, Mansukh L 

Mandaviya, launched the ôJanaushadhi Suvidhaõ, the oxo-biodegradable 

sanitary napkin, under the Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi 

Pariyojana (PMBJP) in Delhi.  

× The product also comes with  a special additive, which makes it 

biodegradable when it comes in contact with oxygen after being discarded.  
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× According to the National Family Health Survey 2015 -16, about 58 percent 

of women aged between 15 to 24 years use locally prepared napkins, 

sani tary napkins and tampons.  

Background  

× ôJan Aushadhiõ is a project launched by the Union Government in 2008 to 

provide quality medicines at affordable prices for all.  

× The campaign was undertaken through sale of generic medicines through 

exclusive outlets by the name ôJan Aushadhi Medical Storeõ in various 

districts of the country.  

× The first ôJan Aushadhi Medical Storeõ was opened on November 25, 2008 at 

Amritsar in Punjab.  

 

ôKrishi Kalyan Abhiyaanõ 

× The Ministry of Agriculture and farmerõs welfare in line with the Prime 

Minister Narendra Modiõs vision of doubling farmersõ income by 2022 has 

launched the Krishi kalyan Abhiyaan from 1st June to 31st July, 2018.  

× The purpose of the scheme is to aid, assist and advice farmers on how to 

improve their farming techniqu es and raise their incomes.  

× The Krishi kalyan Abhiyaan will be undertaken in 25 Villages with more 

than 1000 population each in Aspirational Districts identified in 

consultation with Ministry of Rural Development as per directions of NITI 

Ayog. 

× In distric ts where number of villages (with more than 1000 population) is 

less than 25, all villages will be covered.  

× Farm science centres called Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) will coordinate 

and implement the programme.  
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2nd National Health Editors' Conference  

× The Minister of State for AYUSH (Independent Charge), Shripad Yesso Naik 

inaugurated the 2nd National Health Editors' Conference on Yoga at the 

National Media Centre in New Delhi.  

× The conference is being organized by the  

o Ministry of AYUSH in association with Press Information Bureau 

(PIB),  

o Ministry of Information & Broadcasting and  

o Central Council for Research in Yoga and Naturopathy (M/o AYUSH)  

as a part of celebrations of the 3rd International Day of Yoga on 21 June 

2017.  

× The theme of this yearõs conference is òYoga for Health and Harmonyó. 

× The first National Health Editorsõ Conference on Yoga was organized by 

Ministry of AYUSH and PIB in 2016.  

 

National Disaster Risk Index  

× The first ever National Disaster Risk Index, which gauges potential hazards 

and disasters across the 640 districts of India was released.  

× It is currently in the form of a draft report prepared by the Union home 

ministry with support from the UNDP . 

 

× Maharashtra is the most disaster vulnerable state followed by West Bengal, 

Uttar Prade sh , and  Madhya Pradesh.  

× Delhi is most at risk among Union territories ( UTs). 



 

23  

 

  

 

Brahmaputra and  Sutlej Data Sharing  

× China has resumed sharing hydrological data on the Brahmaputra 

and  Sutlej  rivers with India after a yearõs gap. 

× China stopped the exercise cit ing that the hydrological gathering sites were 

washed away due to floods. It also coincided with the 73 -day Doklam stand -

off that took place during the peak monsoon period.  

× China has resumed sharing hydrological data after the two sides held talks 

over the  issue in March.  

× Data will be shared twice daily until October.  

× Beijing has started providing data from three hydrological stations ñ 

Nugesha, Yangcun , and  Nuxia, lying on the mainstream of the Brahmaputra, 

also known as Yarlung Zangbo in China   

× Data is sh ared from the station at Tsada for the Sutlej, known as Langqen 

Zangbo  

 

Smoking Cessation Campaign  

× At a  World  Health  Organisation event held recently, the  Ministry 

of Health  and Family Welfare,  Government of  India  launched a 

national  media campaign  to enco urage  smoking  cessation.  

× Titled 'What Damage Will This Cigarette/Bidi Do,' the public service 

announcement (PSA) prompts smokers to think about each cigarette or bidi 

as the path to one of many potential ly  harmful events: heart attacks, cancer, 

lung disease, and more.  

× By highlighting tobacco's links to  stroke  and heart disease, the leading cause 

of death among tobacco users globally, the campaign amplifies the theme of 

this year's World No Tobacco Day, whic h is 'Tobacco Breaks Hearts.'  

× The campaign will achieve pan India  reach by being broadcast in 17 

languages on all major national government and private TV and radio 

channels.   

 

Dhanush artillery gun  

× India's first indigenous, long -range artillery gun "Dhanu sh" has passed its 

final test at Pokhran, paving the way for its induction into the Army.  
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× Dhanush is a 155mm x 45mm calibre  artillery gun and is also called the 

"desi Bofors".  

× It has a strike range of 38 kilometres  and 81 percent  of its components are 

indigenously sourced . 

× The gun has been developed by the Ordnance Factory Board (OFB), Kolkata 

based on the documents given to India as part of the first phase of "Transfer 

of Technology" (ToT) under the Bofors gun deal inked in the l ate 1980s . 

 

Taj Declaration to Beat Plastic Pollution   

× Union Minister Mahesh Sharma administered a pledge called òTaj 

Declaration to Beat Plastic Pollutionó to Agra Residents. 

× It was done with an aim to make 500 -meter area around Taj Mahal litter free 

and phase out single use plastic.  

× The pledge was made in the presence of United Nations Environment 

Program (UNEP) Executive Director Erik Solheim and UNEP Goodwill 

Ambassador Diya Mirza.  

× The declaration came in line with the World Environment day (June 5) wh ich 

has a slogan of ôBeat Plastic Pollutionõ. 
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Cheapest LNG from Gazprom Russia  

× India received first shipment of its so far cheapest Liquefied Natural Gas 

(LNG) from Russian supplier Gazprom.   

× The LNG has been delivered at a price close to USD 7 per million British 

Thermal Unit (mmBtu) which is around 1.5 USD cheaper from the LNG 

imported from Qatar, Indiaõs oldest and largest supplier of LNG. 

× This price is also 1 -1.5 USD per mmBtu cheaper than the LNG sourced from 

Australia and United States.  

× At pres ent, close to half of Natural Gas demand is fulfilled by imports where 

India is fourth largest importer of LNG.  

× Natural Gas is one of the key inputs for generation of power and 

manufacturing products in fertilizer and steel industries.  

 

 

ICGS C 439  

× Indian  Coast Guard (ICG) recently commissioned interceptor ship ICGS C 

439 at Mumbai, Maharashtra.  

× Its induction will help to further enhance operational capabilities to 

undertake multifarious tasks such as surveillance, interdiction, search and 

rescue and medic al evacuations along western coast.  

× ICGS C 439 is designed by L&T Marine & Ship Design Division, an in -house 

facility of Larsen & Toubro (L&T) Limited.  

× It is powered by twin water -jet propulsion systems to enable quick response. 

It can achieve maximum speed of 45 knots.  
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Berne Convention  

× World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) has notified declaration 

submitted by India relating to Article II and III of Appendix to Paris Act 

(1971) related to Berne Convention for Protection of Literary and Art istic 

Works.  

× The declaration enter ed into force, with respect to India from March 28, 

2018.  

 

× It will enable India to avail itself faculties provided in Berne Convention 

during 10 yearsõ period that will expire, on October 10, 2024. 

× India has been member of Berne Convention since April 1928.  

× Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works (Berne 

Convention) is international copyright agreement that mandates equal 

treatment of copyrighted works by signatories, known as Berne Union.  

× It wa s adopted in 1886 in Berne, Switzerland.  

× The convention requires signatory member countries to recognize 

copyrighted literary or artistic works in same way that its national copyrights 

are recognized.  

 

Mumbai Employees - Workers of longest hours  

× Mumbai, the financial capital of India tops the list of cities with the longest 

annual working hours, in a report by the Swiss Bank  UBS.  

× The report says the average Mumbaikar works 3,314.7 hours a year. New 

Delhi is ranked 4th and Bogota 5th on the list.   
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× Employees in Hanoi (2,691.4) and Mexico City (2,622.1) are placed second 

and third respectively in the list of earning levels with respect to annual 

working hours among the 77 cities surveyed.  

× European cities such as Paris (ranked 75) and Rome (76) have a lmost half 

the annual working hours of the first 3 cities!  

× According to the report, Zurich is the most expensive place to live in, while 

Cairo is the cheapest.  

× Gross earnings in Geneva are the highest, whereas New Delhi, Mumbai, 

Cairo are the 3 lowest.  

× Purchasing Power of the people in Los Angeles is the most, with Lagos being 

the last.   

 

BIMSTEC military exercise  

× India will host first military exercise of the BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative 

for Multi -Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation) Countri es in 

September 2018 in Pune, Maharashtra.  

 

× The theme of the exercise includes counter -terrorism in semi -urban terrain 

and cordon and search.  
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× The main aim of this military exercise is to promote strategic alignment 

among the member -states and to share be st practices in the area of counter -

terrorism.  

× BIMSTEC countries had held disaster management exercise in 2017 in New 

Delhi, but this will be first  military exercise of the grouping.  

 

QS World University Rankings   

× IIT -Bombay has progressed 

to 162nd rank t o emerge as 

Indiaõs top-rated institution, 

moving up 17 places from 

last year.   

× It now ranks higher than 

IIT -Delhi (172) and has also 

overtaken the Indian 

Institute of Science (IISc), 

Bangalore, which is ranked 

170.  

× Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology  (MIT) retains its pole 

position as the world's best 

university for a record -breaking  

seventh consecutive year.  

× QS rank s the world's 1000 best 

universities, which come from 85 

countries. US institutions retain all 

top four positions (Stanford 2nd, 

Harvard 3rd, Caltech 4th).  

× Overall, six of the countryõs eight 

ranked IITs and IISc improved 

their ranks, with two (IIT -Delhi an d 

IIT  Madras) remaining stable year -

on-year.   

 

South Asia Conclave  

× Oxford University Press (OUP) will host the inaugural edition of the South 

Asia Conclave.  

× Thought leaders, politicians, industry experts, academics and policymakers , 

and  journalists will pa rticipate and explore contemporary research and ideas 

on modern South Asia.   
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× The panel will be chaired by Ashutosh Varshney, professor of political 

science, and director of the Centre for Contemporary South Asia, Brown 

University.  

× It will be co -chaired by Pradeep Chhibber, professor of political science and 

director of the Institute of International Studies at the University of 

California, Berkeley.  

 

Swachh Iconic Places   

× The Union Ministry of Drinking Water & Sanitation has selected 10 more 

iconic sites un der Phase III of Swachh Iconic Places (SIP) of Swachh Bharat 

Mission.  

× The third phase of SIP was launched at Mana village which is situated close 

to Badrinath temple in Uttarakhand.  

× 10 new iconic sites are  

Raghavendra Swamy Temple 

(Andhra Pradesh)  

Hazardua ri Palace (West Bengal),  

Brahma Sarovar Temple (Haryana),  Vidur Kuti (Uttar Pradesh),  

Mana village (Uttarakhand),  Pangong Lake (J&K),  

Nagvasuki Temple (UP),  Ima Keithal  market (Manipur),  

Sabarimala Temple (Kerala) and  Kanvashram (Uttarakhand).  

× SIP is an initiative of Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation under 

Swachh Bharat Mission and was launched in 2016.  

 

Hazarduari Palace (West Bengal)  

× It is a collaborative  project of Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation with 

three other central Ministries: Ministry of (M/o) Housing and Urban Affairs, 

M/o Culture, and M/o Tourism.  
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3rd Meeting of National Council of Senior Citizens  

× Thaawarchand Gehlot, Union Minister f or Social Justice and Empowerment 

chaired the ò3rd Meeting of National Council of Senior Citizens (NCSrC)ó 

conducted by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment in New Delhi.  

× The NCSrC  advises Central and State Governments on issues related to the 

welfare  of senior citizens and improvement of their quality of life.  

 

× The NCSrC  meets at least two times a year. Its first meeting was held on 

30th  August 2016. The second meeting was held on 19th  June 2017.  

 

New committee to bring more transparency   

× The Union governme nt has formed a new committee under the chairmanship 

of former Chief Statistician Prof.  T.C.A Anant  to bring more transparency 

in  employment -related  data releases.   

× Labour bureau conducts two major surveys on employment scenario ñ

Annual Em ployment -Unemployment Survey and Quarterly Employment 

Survey.  

× The Annual Employment Unemployment Survey was later replaced by 

Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) being conducted by the ministry  of 

statistics and programme implementation (MoSPI).  

× The PLFS would not only have annual data on employment -unemployment 

on the rural  sector but will also have quarterly data on employment -

unemployment on urban sector based on larger sample size.  

× Besides, the Employees Provident Fund Organization (EPFO) has started 

releasing monthly payroll data.   

 

Swajal Scheme in 115 Aspirational districts  

× Ministry of Drinking Water & Sanitation has launched Swajal Scheme in 115 

Aspirational districts of India to provide clean drinking water.  
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× It will involve an outlay  of Rs. 700 cro res through flexi -funds under existing 

National Rural Drinking Water Programme (NRDWP) budget.  

× Swajal is community owned drinking water scheme or programme for 

sustained drinking water supply.   

× Under it, 90% of project cost is taken care  by the Government and remaining 

10% is contributed by the beneficiary  community.  

 

ôRail Madadõ and ôMenu on Railsõ 

× The Union Minister of Railways & Coal  has launched two new mobile apps ð 

ôRail Madadõ and ôMenu on Railsõ, to ease the traveling  experience of the 

commuters.  

× The Rail Madad app is aimed at expediting & streamlining passenger 

grievance redressal while the ôMenu on Railsõ app will allow passengers to 

check the list of meals and beverages served on all type of trains and their 

prices.  

× The Rail MADAD (Mobile Appli cation for Desired Assistance During travel) 

app allows passengers to  

o lodge complaints through mobile app/web platform and  

o enables them to check real -time feedback on the status of redressal of 

their complaints.  

× The app for the first time completely dig itized the Complaint management 

system.  

× It integrates RPGRAMS (Railway Passenger Grievance Redressal and 

Management System) developed by Northern Railway (Delhi Division).  

× Rail MADAD also displays various helpline numbers (e.g., Security, Child 

helpline etc) and provides direct calling facility for immediate assistance in 

one easy step.  

 

Niti Aayogõs Composite Water Management Index 

× Gujarat has topped the Niti Aayog's composite water management index 

(CWMI), while tribal state Jharkhand was adjudged as th e worst performer.  

× Gujarat is followed by Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and 

Maharashtra on the index.  

× According to the report, titled 'Composite Water Management Index' released 

by Minister for Water Resources, Jharkhand, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh  and 

Bihar are worst performing states in water management.  

× In the north -eastern and Himalayan states, Tripura has been adjudged as 

the top state in 2016 -17 followed by Himachal Pradesh, Sikkim and Assam.  
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× In terms of incremental change in index (over 2015 -16 level), Rajasthan 

holds number one position in general states and Tripura ranks at first 

position amongst North Eastern and Himalayan states  

× First of its kind Index has been done through a water data collection exercise 

in partnership with  

o Ministry of Water Resources,  

o Ministry of Drinking Water & Sanitation and  

o All the states/ Union Territories  

 

 

10th Smart City  

× Prime Minister dedicated countryõs 10th Smart City Integrated Command 

and Control Centre (ICCC) at Naya Raipur, Chhattisgarh.  

× Under the ambitious Smart City Mission, ICCC in nine cities are operational 

in Ahmedabad, Vadodara, Surat, Pune, Nagpur, Rajkot, Visakhapatnam, 

Bhopal and Kakinada.  

× Naya Raipur is upcoming capital city of Chhattisgarh and countryõs first 

smart greenfield ci ty.  

× It is one of the three Smart Cities of Chhattisgarh selected under Smart 

Cities Mission.  

× Other two cities are Raipur and Bilaspur.  

 

North Eastern Council  

× The Union Cabinet has approved proposal of Ministry of Development of 

North Eastern Region (DoN ER) for nomination of Union Home Minister as ex -

officio Chairman of North Eastern Council (NEC).  

× It also approved that Minister of State (Independent Charge), Ministry of 

DoNER will serve as Vice Chairman of NEC.  



 

33  

 

  

× NEC is statutory body with Governors and C hief Ministers of all eight North 

Eastern States.  

× It is statutory body established under North Eastern Council (NEC) Act, 

1971 as an apex level body for securing balanced and coordinated 

development and facilitating coordination with states.  

× It has been ma ndated to function as regional planning body for NER.  

 

Three Year Action Plan (2017 -2020)  

× The Union Cabinet has approved continuation of Three Year Action Plan 

(2017 -2020) of scheme for Agricultural Education Division and Indian 

Council of Agricultural Res earch (ICAR) Institutes.  

× The plan aims at strengthening and developing higher agricultural education 

in India.  

 

Dam Rehabilitation & Improvement Project (DRIP)  

× The meeting of Expenditure Finance Committee (EFC) has revised cost and 

deadline of World Bank Funded Dam Rehabilitation & Improvement Project 

(DRIP) to Rs.3466 Crore till June 2020.  

× The meeting was held under Chairpersonship of Secretary, Department of 

Expenditure.  

 

× DRIP is a state sector scheme with the central  component to improve safety 

and ope rational performance of selected dams, along with institutional 

strengthening with system -wide  management approach.  

× The project was launched in 2012 by Central Water Commission (CWC) 

under Ministry of Water Resources, River Development & Ganga 

Rejuvenation  with assistance from World Bank.  
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Reservations in Promotions  

× The Supreme Court has allowed Centre to go ahead with reservation in 

promotion for SC/ST employees as per the law.   

× From the cent erõs behalf, the Additional Solicitor General Maninder Singh 

had  pleased SC to allow promotions, which were on standstill, as per the 

mandate  of the constitution.  

 

× With respect to the reservation in promotions in government jobs, the 

Supreme Court verdict in M Nagaraj Case (2006) that concept of creamy 

layer is not ap plicable to scheduled castes and scheduled tribes.  

× Reservations in promotions are mandated by Article 16 (4A) of the 

constitution.   

 

Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR)   

× According to the sample registration system (SRS) data released by the office 

of Registrar G eneral of India, the maternal mortality rate (MMR)declined to 

130 in 2014 -16 from 167 in 2011 -13.  

× The 22% reduction in MMR since 2013  is a significant improvement on a 

parameter widely used by analysts and developmental economists to rate a 

countryõs progress. 

× Among states, the three best are Kerala -46 (61), Maharashtra -61(68) and 

Tamil Nadu -66 (79) and worst states  are Assam -237 (300), UP/Uttarakhand -

201 (285) and Rajasthan -199 (244) . 
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× The global MMR for the year  1990 was 385. In 2015, this number stood at 

216, showing a drop of 44% in 25 years.  

× Most of the global maternal deaths occur in Sub -Saharan Africa (66%), 

followed by South Asia (22%).  

 

Solar Charkha Mission  

× The Solar Charkha Mission of the Ministry of Mi cro Small & Medium 

Enterprises (MSME) will be launched by President in New Delhi.  

× The Mission has been approved by the Government of India and will 

disburse subsidy of Rs 550 crore to the artisans and it will cover 50 clusters  

× 15 new state -of-the -art techn ology cent ers are being set up all over the 

country including North -East, of which 10 cent ers will become operational 

by March 2019.  

 

India BPO Promotion Scheme   

× Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY) is planning to 

expand its India BPO P romotion Scheme to 1 lakh seats from current 48,000 

seats.  

× It will also set up 5th and Indiaõs largest National data cent er (NDC) in 

Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh with a capacity  of 5 lakh virtual servers.  

× NDCs host government websites, services , and  apps  are currently 

operational at four locations Pune, Hyderabad, Delhi , and  Bhubaneswar.  
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× India BPO Promotion Scheme (IBPS) was approved under Digital India 

Programme to incentivize BPO/IT - ITES operations sector in the country.  

× It was launched in 2014.  The scheme aims to incentivize establishment of 

BPO firms and their extension to Tier II and Tier III cities (as per census 

2011)   

× The Software Technology Parks of India (STPI), an autonomous society of 

MeitY is the nodal  implementing agency of the scheme.  

 

IC GS Rani Rashmoni  

× Indian Coast Guard (ICG) has commissioned fast patrol vessel (FPV) ICGS 

Rani Rashmoni, in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh.  

× It is fifth and last ship to be commissioned in the series of fast patrol vessel 

(FPV) project of ICG.  

×  ICGS Rani Rash moni has been designed and built by Hindustan Ship Yard 

Ltd.  It is named after legendary Rani Rashmoni of Kolkata.   

×  It can perform multifarious tasks such as surveillance, search and rescue, 

interdiction, anti -smuggling and anti -poaching operations.  

 

Dam Safety Bill, 2018  

× The Union Cabinet has approved the proposal for introduction of Dam Safety 

Bill, 2018 in the Parliament.  

× The bill will enable all states and union territories of India to adopt uniform 

dam safety procedures that will not only ensure the s afety of the dams but 

will also safeguard their benefits.  

× The uniformity will also help in protecting human life, livestock , and  

property.  
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× The Bill will provide for proper surveillance, inspection, operation and 

maintenance of all specified dams in the cou ntry to ensure their safe 

functioning.  

× It will provide for the constitution of a  

o National Committee on Dam Safety   

o State Committee on Dam Safety  

that will evolve dam safety policies and recommend necessary regulations as 

required for the purpose.  

× It will a lso enable the establishment of  National Dam Safety Authority  as a 

regulatory body . 

 

 

North Eastern Council  

× The Union cabinet on Wednesday approved the  Ministry of Development of 

North Eastern Region  (DoNER) proposal to nominate  Union 

Home  Minister  as Ex -Officio  Chairman  of North Eastern Council  (NEC). 

× NEC is a statutory body with the Governors and Chief Ministers of all the 

eight North -Eastern states as its member.  

× The Minister  of State, Ministry of  DoNER  would serve as the 

Vice Chairman  of the council.  

× NEC was established under the  North Eastern Council  Act, 1971 as an apex 

level body for securing balanced and coordinated development and 

facilitating coordination with the States.  
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National Digital Library  

× The Union Minister of Human Resource Development,  Prakash Javadekar 

launched the National Digital Library of India (NDLI) on the occasion of the 

National Reading Day, on June 19, 2018.  

× This National Digital Library of India (NDLI) is a project of the Ministry of 

Human Resource Development under the aegis  of National Mission on 

Education through Information and Com munication Technology (NMEICT).  

 

× It has been developed by IIT Kharagpur. The NDL is a single window 

platform and it is a 24x7 knowledge resource that is accessible to anyone.  

× The library can be accessed at ndp.iitkgp.ac.in. The user registration is open 

to users from around the world.   

 

Lateral entry  

× The Union government has invited òoutstanding individualsó to join the 

government at the level of Joint Secretary at the Centre.  

× The move comes in a bid to bring in expertise from the private sector and 

infuse talent into the countryõs bureaucracy. 

× Any private sector professional with  15 years of work experience  in  any of 

the 10 fields  like civil aviation, commerce, economic affairs can apply for the  

posts.  

× The age of the candidate should  not be less than 40 years.  

× The selected individuals will be given three -year contracts ñ extendable to 

five years based on performance ñ in key ministries and given the pay scale 

of a joint secretary.  

 

 

 

 



 

39  

 

  

Worldõs first International Centre for Humanitarian Forensics  

× The world's first of its kind and state -of-the -art International Centre for 

ôHumanitarian Forensicsõ (ICHF) was launched at the Gujarat Forensic 

Sciences University in Gandhinagar, Gujarat.  

× The cent er is a  joint venture of the regional delegation of the International 

Committee of the Red Cross in India, Bhutan, Nepal and the Maldives and 

also Gujarat Forensic Science University.  

× The cent er will aid humanitarian efforts during emergencies and natural 

disaste rs such as the work carried out by Red Cross during the Gujarat 

Earthquake.  

× Gujarat Forensic Sciences University (GFSU) is the worldõs first and only 

University dedicated to Forensic and Allied  Sciences.   

 

Women Wizards Rule Tech  

Ẇ Women Wizards Rule Tech (W2RT) is a unique program with the objective  to 

increase the pipeline  of women in the STEM  (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, And Mathematics)/ Technology at senior levels capable of 

taking up leadership roles and enable their rete ntion in the chosen domains.  

Ẇ The program is designed exclusively for Women professionals in Core 

Technologies from Information Technology (IT), Information Technology 

Enabled  Services (ITES) / Business process management (BPM), Product 

and R&D Firms.  

Ẇ It is  a joint initiative of NASSCOM, NASSCOM Sector Skills Council and Data 

Security Council of India.  

Ẇ W2RT was launched at the NASSCOM D&I Summit 2018 in Chennai.  

NASSCOM 

Ẇ The National Association of Software and Services Companies (NASSCOM) is 

a trade associat ion of Indian Information Technology (IT) and Business 

Process Outsourcing (BPO) industry.  

Ẇ NASSCOM is a non -profit organi zation  established in 1988.  

Ẇ NASSCOM is headquartered in  New Delhi, India, with regional offices in the 

cities of  Bengaluru,  Chennai,  Hyderabad,  Kochi,  Kolkata,  Mumbai,  Pune, 

and  Thiruvananthapuram.  

 

5th National Standards Conclave  

Ẇ The 5th National Standards Conclave with the theme òImplementing the 

Indian National Strategy for Standardizationó was held in New Delhi.  

Ẇ It was organized by  Department of Commerce and Confederation of Indian 

Industry (CII).  
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Ẇ Two reports were also released by Ministry of Commerce and 

Industry,  Indian National Strategy for Standardization (INSS)  and  CII -ASL 

Study on TBT/SPS Notifications.   

Ẇ INSS is the result of the combined efforts of Ministry of Commerce and 

Industry, Ministry of Consumer Affairs and industry stakeholders.  

 

Paper setters to receive tra ining from NTA  

× Union Ministry of Human Resource Development (HRD) has announced that 

National Testing Agency (NTA) will train paper setters to set better question 

papers and provide better model answers.  

× NTA was set up to relieve Central Board of Secondar y Education (CBSE) and 

other educational regulator bodies from the burden  of conducting multiple 

examinations.  

× It will take over all examinations from the CBSE (except the 10th and 12th 

board examinations) from 2019 in a phased  manner.  

× It will be also con ducting prestigious  

o Joint Entrance Examination (JEE) and  

o National Eligibility Cum Entrance Test (NEET)  - except AIIMS and 

JIPMER, Puducherry.  

National Testing Agency (NTA)  

× NTA was approved by Union cabinet in November 2017 as an autonomous 

and self -sustained premier testing organization to conduct entrance 

examinations for higher educational institutions in India.  

× It is registered as a society  under Indian Societies Registr ation Act, 1860.  

× It mandates is to conduct entrance tests entrusted to it by any department 

or ministry and put in place a robust system for conducting of examinations.  

× It is chaired by eminent educationist appointed by Ministry of HRD. Its CEO 

will be Director General (DG) appointed by Government.  

× Besides, it has Board of Governors comprising members from user 

institutions.  

 

Year of Disabled Soldiers in Line of Duty  

× Ind ian Army is observing the year  2018 as òYear of Disabled Soldiers in Line 

of Dutyó to honor  soldiers who have been disabled in the line  of duty.  
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× The primary focus of this initiative is to alleviate sufferings of these soldiers, 

who have done their duty w ith utmost dedication to the nation  and have 

been disabled for the life.  

 

IRDAI constitutes Suresh Mathur committee  

× The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority ( IRDAI ) has set up a 

10 -member  committee to review norms related to Insurance Marketing Firms 

(IMF) with an aim to increase insurance penetration in the country.  

× The committee is headed by Suresh Mathur, Executive Director (insurance 

marketing firms), IRDAI.  

× The committee has been ask ed to revisit IRDAI (Registration of Insurance 

Marketing Firms) Regulations, 2015.  

× IMFõs new distribution channel was introduced by IRDAI in 2015, with the 

objective  of increasing insurance penetration through area -wise registration 

approach.  

× The channel has now been in operation for three years.  

Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority ( IRDAI ) 

× IRDA is an apex statutory body that regulates and develops the insurance 

industry in India.  

× It was constituted as per provisions of Insurance Regulatory and 

Development Authority Act, 1999. It is headquartered in Hyderabad. 

Telangana.  

 

INDRA 2018  

× The tri -service joint military exercise Indra -2018 between India and Russia 

will take place at Indian military base in second half  of 2018.  

× In this edition of exercis e, combined military units of Russian Eastern 

Military District will participate in military drills.  
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× INDRA military exercise was launched in 2003 as a bilateral  exercise 

between India and Russia to boost cooperation and interoperability between 

navies of t wo countries.  

× The name of the exercise INDRA has been derived from INDia  and RussiA .  

× This exercise was transformed into a tri -services  military exercise in 2017 

and was for the  first  time held successfully in October 2017 at Vladivostok, 

Russia.  

× It was Indiaõs first joint tri-services exercise and also first between Russia 

and India.  

× It was also the first  time Russia has hosted tri -services military exercise on 

its soil.  

 

AADHAAR biometric data for criminal investigation - Not Permissible  

× The Uni que Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) has notified that use of 

Aadhaar biometric data for criminal investigation is not allowed under 

Aadhaar Act, 2016.  

× As per Section 29 of the Aadhaar Act,  

o The biometric  data collected by UIDAI can be used only f or purpose of 

generating Aadhaar and for authentication of the identity  of Aadhaar 

holders and cannot be used for any other purpose.  

× The very limited exception to this is allowed under Section 33 of Aadhaar 

Act,  

o which permits the use of or access to Aadh aar biometric data in cases 

involving national security only after pre -authorisation by oversight 

committee headed by Cabinet Secretary.   

 

Two affiliates of al Qaeda and IS Banned  

× The Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has banned al Qaeda in Indian 

Subco ntinent (AQIS) and Islamic State in Khorasan Province (ISKP) under 

the anti -terror  law, Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), 1967.  

× AQIS is an affiliate of al Qaeda and ISKP is Afghanistan wing of Islamic State 

(IS). 

× Unlawful Activities (Prevention)  Act (UAPA), 1967is anti -terrorist law aimed 

at effective prevention of unlawful activities associations in India.   

 

Higher tariffs on 29 items imported from US  

× India has notified higher tariffs on 29 items imported from United States 

(US).  
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× This was in retaliation against US announcement imposing tariffs on steel 

and aluminum  items,25% and 10% respectively, imported from all countries 

except Canada and Mexico in March 2018 to compensate from loss of 

revenue.  

 

Governorõs Rule imposed in Jammu and Kashmir  

× President Ram Nath Kovind has given his assent to the imposition  of 

Governorõs rule in Jammu and Kashmir.  

× This is the eighth time in the last four decades J&K was put under 

Governorõs rule and third time under J&K Governor N N Vohra tenure. 

× The state Assembly has been put under suspended animation.  

× The Union Home Ministry has appointed B.B. Vyas along with a super  cop 

and anti -Naxal expert K. Vijay Kumar as advisers to Governor N.N. Vohra.  

× Chhattisgarh -cadre IAS officer B.V.R. Subrahmanyam was on Wednesday 

appointed as the Chief Secretary of  Jammu and Kashmir  in place of B.B. 

Vyas.  

 

Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI)  

× According to updated count by Stockholm International Peace Research 

Institute (SIPRI), the number of nuclea r warheads with nine nuclear 

countries has reduced from 14,935 at the start  of 2017 to 14,465 at the start  

of 2018.  
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× These nine countries are  United States, Russia, Britain, France, China, 

India, Pakistan, Israel and North Korea.  

× SIPRI is an independent t hink tank that uses open sources to compile such 

data since 1966.  

× Russia (with 6850 nuclear warheads) and the US (with 6450 warheads) hold 

92% of worldõs total nuclear warheads.  

× The reduction is due to arms control commitments by US and Russia in 

2010 Tre aty on Measures for Further Reduction and Limitation of Strategic 

Offensive Arms (New START Treaty).  

 

National Health Mission (NHM) Report  

× According to the 11th  report of Common Review Mission of National Health 

Mission (NHM), women bear the uneven  burden in family planning as they 

account for more than 93% of sterili zations  in the country.   

× In 2017 -18 (till October) of the total 14,73,418 sterili zation  procedures 93.1 

% were female sterili zation  (tubectomies) and only 6.8 % were male 

sterili zation  (vasectomy).  

× The report was based on latest data from Health Management Information 

System (HMIS) where states upload data on various parameters of NHM 

including sterili zations .  

× This is a marginal  improvement from earlier years when women accounted 

for 98% of all sterili zation  in the country.   

× Common Review Mission (CRM) is an external evaluation of the flagship 

NHM.  
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Report by McKinsey Global Institute (MGI) for the Asia -Pacific region  

× According  to a recent  report by the McKinsey Global Institute (MGI) for the 

Asia -Pacific region, gender inequality in India is extremely high at the 

workplace and in terms of legal protection and political voice.   

× Indiaõs score was 0.30 in gender equality at work and 0.78 in legal protection 

and political voice.  

× It is behind Asia -Pacific average in all four categories of GPS, but ahead of 

Bangladesh and Pakistan.  

× The report had assessed inequality on the basis of Gender Parity Score (GPS) 

that uses 15 indicators of  gender equality in work and society under four 

broad categories.  

× It ranks countries on a scale of 0 (signifying inequality) to 1 (signifying 

parity).  

 

E.Sreedharan Committee  

× Prime Minister has approved setting up of the committee  to lay down 

standards fo r metro rail systems in the country.  

× The committee will be headed by E.Sreedharan (famously known as metro  

man of India).  

× It will come up with uniform standards for various components that will be 

followed by metro rail systems across the country.  

 

ôWomen in Prisonsõ  

× The Ministry of Women and Child Development (MWCD) has come up with 

its report titled ôWomen in Prisonsõ. 

× It aims to build an understanding of the various entitlements of women in 

prisons, the various issues faced by them and possible methods  for 

resolution of the same.  

× The report contains a comprehensive list of 134 recommendations for 

improving the lives of women under incarceration, addresses a wide range of 

issues pertaining to pregnancy and childbirth in prison, their mental health, 

legal  aid and reintegration in society.   

 

India - world's most dangerous country for women  

× According to a survey conducted by the Thomson Reuters Foundation, India 

is the world's most dangerous country for women  due to the high risk of 

sexual violence and being forced into slave labour . 
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× The same poll conducted in 2011 had placed India at the f ourth place.  This 

time Pakistan, in sixth place, was considered safer than India for women.  

× War -torn  Afghanistan and Syria ranked second and third  followed by 

Somalia and Saudi Arabia.  

× The only Western nation in the top 10 was the United States,  which rank ed 

10th overall and joint third for sexual violence  and harassment.  

× Government data shows reported cases of crime against women rose by 83% 

between 2007 and 2016.  
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INTERNATIONAL  

Global Wind Summit  

× The first edition of Global Wind Summit will be held in Ha mburg, Germany 

from September 25 to 28, 2018.   

 

× The summit will provide a public platform for energy sector experts from 

across the globe to discuss  the innovative and green technologies for 

sustained  wind energy making.  

× It will be largest and most important meeting of the wind industry 

worldwide.  

× India with 33GW (installed capacity) is a fourth  largest country after China, 

US, and  Germany in terms of wind energy install ed capacity.   

 

RIMPAC  

× United States had withdrawn the invitation  to Chinese navy  to participate in 

2018 Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) maritime 

exercise.  

× The withdrawal was in response  to Chinaõs 

continued illegal militarisation of islands in 

the disputed  South China Sea.  

× RIMPAC 2019 is the 26th exercise of its 

type, after first being held in 1971.   

× The RIMPAC is the worldõs largest 

international maritime warfare exercise. It is 

held biennially near Honolulu, Hawaii (US) 

during June and July of even -numbered 

years.  

× It is hosted and administered by the United States Navyõs Pacific Fleet 

(headquartered at Pearl Harbor).   
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Lebanon's prime minister  

× Lebanese MPs elected Saad Hariri as prime minister for the  third  time.  

× He retains the title despite his party losing more than a third of its MPs in 

elections earlier this month.  

 

× Hariri  assume d the premiership after winning the backing of 111 out of 128 

MPs in official consultations.  

× The post of prime minister is reserved for a Sunni Muslim in Lebanon's 

sectarian power -sharing system.   

 

Colombia in NATO  

× Colombia has formally joined the  North Atl antic Treaty Organization, making 

it the only Latin American nation in the alliance.  

× The 29 -nation NATO alliance reached a partnership agreement with 

Colombia back in May 2017, just after peace was signed with the 

Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia . 

× The partnership with Colombia will cooperate on global security areas like 

cyber and maritime security, terrorism and links to organized crime.  

× The North Atlantic Treaty Organization  is an intergovernmental military 

alliance between 29 North American and Eur opean countries based on the 

North Atlantic Treaty that was signed on 4 April 1949.   

 

Coast Guard Talks between India and Pakistan  

× Indian Coast Guard  (ICG) and Pakistan Maritime Security Agency  (PMSA) 

held talks, addressing issues pertaining to boundary violations by fishermen 

from both sides and enhancing cooperation in the area of maritime search 

and rescue, and combating pollution at sea.  
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× The high -level meeting was conducted for envisaging cooperation between 

ICG and PMSA  under the provisions of the Me morandum of Understanding 

(MoU) signed between the two agencies in 2005.  

× The MoU was extended for five years in 2016.  

× This annual meeting  was not held last year after Indian Special Forces 

conducted òsurgical strikesó against terror launch pads in Pakistan-

Occupied -Kashmir in September 2016 and a Pakistani military court 

awarded the death sentence former Indian Navy officer Kulbhushan Jadhav 

in April 2017.  

 

World Health Assembly Meet and Resolution on Digital Health  

× The 71st World Health Assembly held in G eneva, Switzerland  

× It has adopted a resolution  on Digital Health.  

× The resolution was initiated by India and was co -sponsored by 20 countries.  

× Digital health technology has a huge potential for supporting Universal 

Health Coverage (UHC) and improving acc essibility, quality , and  affordability 

of health services  

× It includes us ing  modern advance d technologies such as deep machine 

learning, artificial intelligence (AI), internet of things (IoT) and other 

emerging disciplines like genomics.  

× World Health Assembly  was established on 7 April 1948, it succeeded the 

Health Organization, which was an agency of the League of Nations.  

× It is a member of UN Development Group (UNDP).  

× It is headquartered at Geneva.  

× The World Health Assembly (WHA) is the forum throu gh which the World 

Health Organization (WHO) is governed by its 194 -member states. WHO flag 

features the Rod of Asclepius as a symbol for healing . 

× It is the world's highest health policy setting body and is composed of health 

ministers from member states.  

× The members of the World Health Assembly generally meet every year in May 

in Geneva, the location of WHO Headquarters . 

 

Meeting of Director Generals of Military Operations   

× The Director Generals of Military Operations or DGMOs of India and 

Pakistan agreed to fully implement the ceasefire pact of 2003 in "letter and 

spirit" forthwith to stop cross -border  firings in Jammu and Kashmir.  

× The two military commanders reviewed the prevailing situation along the 

Line of Control (LoC) and International Border (IB) in  J&K  

× The special hotline contact was initiated by the Pakistani DGMO.  
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The 108th  session of UNWTO Executive council  

× The Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Tourism, Mr. K. J. Alphons 

attended the 108th session of UNWTO Executive Council held in San 

Sebastian, Spain.  

× The World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) is the United Nations agency 

responsible for the promotion of responsible, sustainable and universally 

accessible tourism.   

× The Council meets at least twice a year, the next to be held in Bahrain.  

× The council consists of 30 Full Members elected by the assembly in the 

proportion  of one member for every Five Full Members . 

 

Denmark ban of face  veil   

× The Danish parliament passed a law banning the Islamic full -face veil in 

public spaces.  

× Covering the face includes niqab and burqa.  

× Before this Austria, France and Belgium have also passed similar laws.  

 

Paraguay interim president  

× Paraguay gets a first  interim woman President Alicia Pucheta for the first 

time in its history after outgoing leader Horacio Cartes stepped down ahead 

of schedule.  
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Social Media Tax ð Uganda  

× Uganda's Parliament passed a bill for "social media tax" imposing a daily fee 

of about 200 shillings for using platforms like WhatsApp, Facebook, and 

Twitter.  

 

Singapore Airlines  

× Singapore Airlines  (SIA) will launch the worldõs longest non-stop commercial 

fligh t between Singapore and Newark of New Jersey Ĕ USA from October 11, 

2018.  

 

× The airline will deploy the new Airbus A350 -900 ULR for  covering distance of 

16,700km in up to 18 hours and 45 minutes.  

 

"End of Childhood Index 2018ó 

× According to a Save the Childrenõs "End of Childhood Index 2018ó, India 

ranks 113 among 175 countries.  

× India jumped three positions up from 116 in 2017 with improvement in 

Indiaõs overall score by 14 points from 754 to 768 on a scale of 1000.  

× Singapore and Slovenia are placed at  the top sharing the first place in the 

index and Niger figures at the end of the list at 175.   

× While US and Russia rank 36 and 37 on the index, China takes the 40th 

position.  

× The study attributes this improvement to a reduced rate of child marriage.  

The Index was part of the report titled òThe Many Faces of Exclusionó. 

× It shows that under five mortality rate (deaths per 1000 live births) was 43 

which is a cause for  concern.  

× Also, child stunting (children aged 0 -59 months) was 38.4% and rated as 

high.  

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Singapore-Airlines
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TRIPS - CBD Linkage  

× The International Conference on TRIPS - CBD Linkage will be held in Geneva 

on June 7 -8, 2018 to revive WTO discussions on issues related to theft of 

traditional knowledge.  

× International Conference on Trade -Related Aspects of Intellectual Property 

Rights (TRIPS) - Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD).  

× The conference will be organised jointly by Indian Government, Centre for 

WTO Studies, Indian Institute of Foreign Trade and the South Centre, an 

inter -governmental organisation based in G eneva.  

Background  

× In 2008, developing countries garnered the support of the European Union 

to form a coalition of 109 countries, which included the African and 

Caribbean and Pacific Countries, for the TRIPS -CBD Linkage and seeking 

amendment of the TRIPS Ag reement.  

× TRIPS CBD Linkage is important for India and other developing countries 

because it seeks to address bio -piracy.   
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× The Convention on Biological Diversity is a multilateral agreement on 

sustainable development that has been ratified by 196 nations.  

× The Convention entered into force on 29 December 1993.  

× The convention calls for  

o Conservation of biological diversity  

o Sustainable use of its components  

o Fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the utilisation of 

genetic resources  

 

Spainõs Prime Minister  

× Socialist leader Pedro Sanchez has been sworn in as Spainõs Prime Minister 

by King Felipe VI.  

 

× Spain  is the eurozoneõs No. 4 economy and an influential member of the 

European Union (EU).   

× Mr. Sanchez is Spainõs seventh Prime Minister since the return to democracy 

following the death of dictator Gen. Francisco Franco in 1975.  

 

Prime Minister of Guinea  

× President of the Republic of Guinea Ĉ
Alpha Conde has named Ibrahima Ĉ
KassoryĈFofana as the country's 

new prime minister.  

× Fofana, a Conde loyalis t and former 

minister of investment and public -

private partnerships, replaces 

Mamady ĈYoula, who resigned last 

week along with his government.  
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× Guinea is Africa's top producer of bauxite, which is used to make 

aluminium. It also has significant reserves of i ron ore.  

 

RIMPAC 2018  

× The worldõs largest international maritime warfare exercise Rim of the Pacific 

(RIMPAC-2018) will see participation of 26 countries, including India.  

× The theme for this yearõs RIMPAC exercise is òCapable, Adaptive, Partnersó  

× The exercise will be held from June 27 to August 2, 2018 in and around 

Hawaiian Islands and Southern California.  

 

× Four countries Brazil, Israel, Sri Lanka and Vietnam are participating for 

first time.   

× New Zealand will be serving as sea combat commander in this edition of 

exercise, and Chile serving as combined force maritime component 

commander.  
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× This will be for the first time non -founding RIMPAC nation (Chile) will hold 

component commander leadership position.  

About RIMPAC  

× RIMPAC is the worldõs largest international maritime warfare exercise.  

× It was held for first time in 1971, since the held biennially near Honolulu, 

Hawaii (US) during June and July of even -numbered years.  

× It is hosted and administered by United States Navyõs Pacific FleetĖ Its 

headquarters is located at Pearl Harbour.  

× This exercise is organised with the collaboration of Coast Guard, and Hawaii 

National Guard forces.  

 

Jordan's new Prime Minister  

× Jordan's King Abdullah  II  has formally appointed Omar al -Razzaz as the 

country's prime minister and tasked him with forming a new government.  

 

× The appointment comes a day after King Abdullah  II  accepted the 

resignation  of former Prime Minister Hani al -Mulki  

× The appointment comes in a bid to defuse anger amid mass protests over 

price increases and an income tax reform bill.  

× Al-Razzaz is a former World Bank economist and previously served as 

Jordan's education minister.  

 

 IBSA Ministerial Meet  

× A meeting between external affairs ministe rs of India, Brazil and South 

Africa was organized in Pretoria, South Africa.   

× This ministerial summit was chaired by Indiaõs External Affairs Minister 

Sushma Swaraj.  
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× The outcome of this meeting was a document titled  IBSA Declaration on 

South -South Coopera tion.   

× IBSA was established in 2003 via Brasilia Declaration by external affairs 

ministers of India, Brazil and South Africa.  

 

President of UN General Assembly  

× Ecuadorean Foreign Minister Maria Fernanda Espinosa Garces was elected 

as the President of the 73rd session of the United Nations General Assembly 

(UNGA).  

× She will be succeeding Miroslav Lajcak, the current Assembly President.  

× Poet and politician, Espinos a secured 128 votes against 62 votes obtained by 

UN Ambassador Mary Elizabeth Flores Flake of Honduras, the only other 

candidate.  

 

× With this, Espinosa Garces became the fourth woman to head the UNGA Ė 

× The previous women leaders of the Assembly were  

o IndiaõsVijaya Lakshmi Pandit in 1953  

o Liberiaõs Angie Elisabeth Brooks in 1969 and  

o Sheikha Haya Rashed Al Khalifa of Bahrain in 2006.  

× Espinosa is also the first woman ever from Latin America and the Caribbean 

to preside over the Assembly.  

 

'World Peace' me dallion  

× Singapore has unveiled a 'World Peace' medallion to commemorate the 

upcoming summit between US President Donald Trump and North Korean 

leader Kim Jong -un.  
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× The medal is accompanied by the dove and olive branch motif, a biblical 

symbol of peace, as  well as a rose and a magnolia, the national flowers of the 

two countries.  

× The meeting between Donald Trump and Kim Jong -un will be the first ever 

between a sitting US President and a North Korean leader.  

× In 2015, Singapore hosted a historic meeting of the  leaders of Taiwan and 

China, for the first  time since the 1949  civil war between Communists and 

Nationalist.  

 

Annual Passport Index  

× India has bagged the 76th position in a list of the world's most powerful 

passports, granting its holders visa -free access to 59 countries.  

× The results are part of citizenship planning firm Henley and Partners' annual 

passport index.  
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× The Index ranks passports based on the number of countries a holder can go 

to without a visa or the number of countries a holder can go to where they 

can obtain a visa, visitor's permit, or electronic travel authority upon arrival.  

× As per the annual passport index, Japan has been deemed the world's most 

powerful passport, with access to 189 countries.  

× The list of 5 most powerful passports are , 

o Japan - 189 countries  

o Germany, Singapore - 188  

o Denmark, Finland, France, Italy, Sweden, Spain, South Korea - 

187  

o Norway, U.K., Austria, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Portugal, U.S. - 

186  

o Belgium, Switzerland, Ireland, Canada - 185  

 

Dendrobrium Narendra Modi  

× The Indian Prime Minister paid a three -day  visit to Singapore.  

× An orchid was named after Prime Minister  Narendra Modi  to mark his visit 

to the National Orchid Garden of Singapore.  

× The orchid is named Dendrobrium  Narendra Modi.  

 

× The prime minister visited S ingaporeõs oldest Hindu Temple Sri Mariamman. 

× Built in 1827, the temple was constructed for worship by immigrants from 

the Nagapatnam and Cuddalore districts of South India.  

× The temple is located in the heart of Chinatown.  

 

Peace Mission 2018  

× Member states of the SCO will participate in the joint military drill named 

ôPeace Mission 2018õ. 
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× The exercises are biannual, multinational drills with the goal of enhancing 

counterterrorism coordination and cooperation among the eight member 

countries . 

 

× Indian and Pakistani armies are taking part for the first time will help ease 

tensions between the two neighbours  and promote positive interactions.  

× The last exercise of the SCO was held in  Kyrgyzstan  in September 2016.  

× The 2018 exercise will be the first for Ind ia and Pakistan since becoming full 

members of the SCO in 2017  

× It also will be the first time India and Pakistan take part in a military 

exercise together since their independence, though their militaries have 

previously worked on  United Nations  peacekeepi ng missions  

 

Security Council - Non -Permanent Members  

× The United Nations General Assembly elected five new non -permanent 

Members of the Security Council.  

× Each member serves two -year terms on the body that sets the UNõs whole 

peace and security agenda.  

× The elected member nations are Germany, Indonesia, South Africa, the 

Dominican Republic and Belgium.  
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× They will fill the seats being vacated by Bolivia, Ethiopia, Kazakhstan, the 

Netherlands , and  Sweden.  

× The other five non -permanent members who will remain on  the Council 

are Côte d'Ivoire, Equatorial Guinea, Kuwait, Peru , and  Poland.   

× This will be the Dominican Republicõs first time on the Security Council with 

the other four countries having  previous ly served  on the body.  

 

Trooping the Colour  

× A 22 -year -old Sikh Coldstream Guardcreated history by becoming the first to 

wear a turban instead of a bearskin hat during an annual parade that marks 

the birthday of Britain's longest -reigning monarch Queen Eliz abeth II.  

 

× Charanpreet Singh Lall  of the Coldstream Guards marched among 1,000 

British soldiers who took part in the Trooping the Colour parade.  

× Ceremony marks the Queen's official 92nd birthday  held at London.  

× Trooping the Colour, staged every June by Londonõs Horse Guards Parade, 

has commemorated the birthday of the sovereign for more than 250 years.  

× It originated from traditional preparations for battle.  

 

http://www.un.org/en/sc/members/elected.asp


 

61  

 

  

Friendship Medal  

× China awarded its first highest state honour 

Friendship Medal to Russian President Vladimir 

Putin.  

× The award was personally bestowed on Vladimir 

Putin by Chinese President Xi Jinping in grand 

ceremony held at Great Hall of the People in capital 

city of Be ijing.  

× This was first time China has awarded medal since 

it was established in 2015.  

× Friendship Medal is conferred by China only on 

foreigner who has made outstanding contributions 

in promoting exchange and cooperation between 

China and world, and in main taining world peace.  

 

SCO summit  

× The 18th Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) summit concluded with 

the adopt ion of the Qingdao declaration at China.  

× It was adopted by leaders of China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 

Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, India and Pakistan.  

× It was India and Pakistanõs first summit as full members of SCO grouping. 

× The Qingdao declaration calls for implementing three -year plan to combat 

terrorism, separatism and extremism.  

Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)  

× SCO is a Eurasian eco nomic, political and security organisation 

headquartered in Beijing, China.  

× The Declaration on establishment of SCO was sign ed in Shanghai (China) in 

June 2001 by six founding states ð Russia, China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 

Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.  

× Indi a and Pakistan were granted SCO membership in June 2017. 

Afghanistan, Belarus, Iran and Mongolia currently enjoy observer status of 

SCO.  

× Sri Lanka, Turkey, Azerbaijan, Armenia, Cambodia and Nepal are dialogue 

partners of SCO.  

 

G7 Summit  

× The 44th summit of  the Group of Seven (G7) was held in La Malbaie, 

Quebec, Canada.  
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× It ended in complete disarray with US President Donald Trump blasting off 

host Canada and abruptly retracting his support for a joint statement, 

signed by every nation in the group.  

× The summi t was overshadowed by differences over trade tariff disputes and 

calls to readmit Russia.   

× With Trump's isolation from other allies, the G7 has been billed as a ôG6 

plus oneõ with the US on the out for the first-ever time.  

× The five themes for this year's s ummit included,  

o Inclusive economic growth  

o Gender equality and women's empowerment  

o World security  

o Jobs of the future  

o Climate change and oceans  

× The current presidency of the G7 is held by Canada, which is also the host of 

the 2018 G7 summit.  

 

× The 2019 summit will be held in Biarritz, Nouvelle -Aquitaine, France. The 

presidency will also automatically shift to France in the year.  

× Last yearõs G7 summit was hosted by Italy. 

× The G7 includes a group of seven most industriali zed, developed and 

advanced economies of the world.  

× It includes US, UK, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, and Japan. The 

countries meet annually and discuss global issues.  

 

Asia -Pacific Regional Conference  

× The Asia -Pacific Regional Conference on Early Childh ood Development (ECD) 

and Third Asia - Pacific Regional Policy Forum on Early Childhood Care and 

Education (ECCE) is being held at Kathmandu, Nepal.  
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× The 3 -day event is hosted by the Government of Nepal (Ministry of 

Education, Science, and Technology).  

 

New prime minister of Madagascar  

× Madagascarõs president has appointed the countryõs local representative of 

the International Labour Organisation, Christian Ntsay , as the new prime 

minister.  

× Former Prime Minister Olivier Mahafaly  resigned  his post to comply w ith the 

terms of a court ruling that ordered the formation of a new consensus 

government to end a political crisis on the Indian Ocean island nation.  

× Ntsay  was the fourth prime minister nominated by Rajaonarimampianina 

after he became the Malagasy presiden t in 2014.  

 

× The island country, located in the Indian Ocean, is one of the world's poorest 

countries despite having nickel, cobalt, gold, uranium and other mineral 

reserves.   

 

International Conference on ICT  

× International Conference on Information and Com munication Technology 

(ICT) will be held in Kathmandu, the capital  city of Nepal from June 17 -18, 

2018.  

× The Theme of the two -day  conference is òSustainable Development Goals for 

Smart Societyó. 

× The conference is organi zed by Federation of Computer Association Nepal 

(CAN).  

× It aims to bring government and private sector together for developing a plan  

of action using sustainable ICT applications.  

× It also seeks to unleash prospects of SMART Nepal by 2030.  
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Trump for Nobel Pe ace Prize  

× Anti -immigration Norwegian politicians have nominated  Donald Trump  for 

the  Nobel Peace Prize  after his historic meeting with North Korean 

leader  Kim  Jong -un  to discuss nuclear disarmament.  

× The nomination is  past the deadline  for the next Prize, so his name is 

submitted for the 2019 awards.  

× A record 330 people were nominated for the 2018 award.  

× Mr. Trump became the first sitting US president to meet with Mr Kim or 

anybody in his family, which has ruled over North Korea for decades.  

× Mr. Trumpõs nomination places him alongside other prominent nominees in 

the past, including Russian President Vladimir Putin, and former Cuban 

leader Fidel Castro.  

 

29th Anniversary of Tiananmen Massacre  

× June 4, 2018  marked the 29th  anniversary of Tiananmen Square 

protests / massacre  of China.  

× On this day in 1989, the Chinese troops had violently ret aken  the 

Tiananmen Square in Beijing from the pro -democracy protesters.  

 

× This event is also known as  June Fourth Incident  in modern Chinese 

history.  

× On this occasion, the Chinese people worldwide also remember a lone man, 

better known as òTank Manó who armed with nothing more than two 

shopping bags stepped in front of the row of tanks moving down the streets 

of Beijing.   
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× Though there was neither a common cause nor a com mon leader, the broad 

demand was political reforms as the protesters did not like the way countryõs 

economy was run by Communist Party of China.  

 

NSG plenary meeting  

× The 28th Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) plenary meeting was held in 

Jurmala, Latvia after L atvia assumed chairmanship of NSG for 2018 -19.  

× With this, Latvia became the first  Baltic state to chair the NSG.   

× There was no headway in Indiaõs application for NSG entry in this plenary 

meeting.  

× India had applied for NSG membership at 2016 Seoul plenary  session, but it 

was objected by few member countries of NSG including China.  

× NSG was set up in 1974 as a reaction to Indiaõs first successful nuclear tests 

(codename d Smiling Buddha) to stop so-called  misuse of nuclear material 

meant for peaceful purposes .  

× Currently, NSG has 48 members.  

 

India -US colloquium  

× The second edition India -US colloquium on Earth Observations and Sciences 

for Society and Economy was inaugurated at CSIR -National Institute of 

Oceanography (CSIR -NIO), Dona Paula, Goa.  

× The colloquium is being organi zed by the Ministry of Earth Sciences, CSIR 

(Council of Scientific and Industrial Research) -NIO and US National Oceanic 

and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).  

 

Historic Agreement On Name Change  

× Greece and  Macedonia signed a hi storic preliminary agreement to rename 

the country the Republic of North Macedonia.  

× It ended a row that has poisoned relations between the two neighbors  since 

1991.  

× The agreement will also enable the landlocked state to start proceedings and 

eventually joi n the EU and NATO.  

× The agreement still requires the approval of both parliaments and a 

referendum in Macedonia.  

× Since 1991,  Athens  has objected to its neighbor  being 

called  Macedonia  because it has its own northern province of the same 

name, which in ancient times was the cradle of Alexander the Great's empire 

--  a source of intense pride for modern -day Greeks.  
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State of emergency declared - Papua New Guinea  

×  The Prime Minister of Papua New Guinea has declared a nine -month state of 

emergency in the country's rugged Southern  Highlands province in response 

to several days of riots.  

× The small resource -rich Pacific nation, which is due to host the Asia -Pacific 

Econ omic Cooperation (APEC) forum in November  2018, has long struggled 

with violence and lawlessness.   

× The riots are due to a court  ruling that upheld the election of the regional 

governor William Powi, amid accusations of vote rigging  

× Thomas Eluh, a former po liceman and acting administrator in the province, 

has been given constitutional emergency powers.  

 

San Franciscoõs first black woman 

× London Breed  made history when she became the first black woman 

(African -American) to be elected mayor of San Francisco.  

× She defeat ed a rival who was seeking to become the first openly gay man in 

the position.  

× She will serve as mayor until 2020, finishing out the rest of Leeõs term. 

× Breed  is only the second woman to hold the position . Dianne Feinstein  was 

the first woman app ointed to the same job in 1978 . 
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President of Colombia  

× Conservative candidate Ivan Duque has won  Colombia's  presidential runoff 

election by defeating  Leftist candidate and former mayor of Bogota Gustavo 

Petro, obtaining 54 percent of the vote.   

× Duque's r unning mate became the first woman ever elected to the nation's 

vice presidency.  

× The elections were the first to be held since a 2016 peace deal with the 

Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC).  

× Duque is a social conservative who opposes gay marriage, euthanasia and 

the decriminalization of drugs. He  will become Colombia's youngest 

president . 

 

Social Enterprise Development Programme  

× Thimpu -based  SAARC Development Fund (SDF) will soon be launching 

a social enterprise development programme  (SEDP) to fund 80 entities 

annually across the 8 -member states including India .  

× The programme will be implemented in all SAARC member states with the 

objective  of identifying and building social enterprises by using a mix  of 

grants and concessional returnable capital.  

× SDF was established by heads of all eight SAARC member states during 16th 

SAARC summit at Thimphu, Bhutan in April 2010.  

× Its Governing Council comprises finance ministers of these eight countries. 

SDFõs Secretariat is located at Thimphu, capital of Bhutan  

× It is the successor  of South Asian Development Fund (SADF), which was 

launched in 1996 by merging two existing facilities called  
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o SAARC Fund for Regional Projects (SFRP) and  

o SAARC Regional Fund.   

× SDF was cre ated as umbrella financial mechanism for all SAARC 

developmental projects and programmes.  

 

UNHRC ð Withdrawal of USA  

× The United States has withdrawn from  the United Nations' top human rights 

body accusing it of "chronic bias" against Israel.  

× Washington's w ithdrawal is the latest US rejection of multilateral 

engagement after it pulled out of the Paris climate agreement and the  2015 

Iran nuclear deal.  

× The Human Rights Council was created in 2006 after its precursor, the 

Human Rights Commission, was disbanded by then -Secretary General Kofi 

Annan because of a "credibility deficit."  

× The body consists of 47 member states, with a specific number of seats given 

to each region of the world.  

× Members are elected by the U.N. General Assembly for three -year terms and 

cannot serve more than two terms in a row.  

× It was only in 2009 that the U.S. joined the organization under President 

Barack Obama.  

 

Inter -Governmental Ministerial Meeting On Anti -Doping  

Ẇ The 15th annual Asia and Oceania Region Inter -Governmental Ministerial 

meeting on anti -doping was held in Colombo.  

Ẇ It is attended by representatives from 29 countries including India.  

Ẇ The 15th such annual gathering  is also being attended by the World Anti -

Doping Agency (WADA) to discuss important anti -doping issues that will 

help in the fight for clean sport.  

 

India - the US to hold inaugural 2+2 Dialogue  

× The inaugural India, United States 2+2 Dialogue will be held on July 6, 2018  

in Washington. DC, the capital  city of US.  

× The 2+2 Dialogue between US and India aims  to enhance strategic 

coordination between both countries and maintaining peace and stability in 

the Indo -Pacific region.  

× The new dialogue format  will replace earlier  India -US Strategic and 

Commercial Dialogue.  
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× It is similar to India -Japan 2+2 dialogue format between foreign and defen se 

secretaries of the two countries.  

 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 2018 report  

× According to United Nationõs Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 2018 

report,  a number  of hungry people in the world  has risen for the first  time in 

more than a decade.  

× There are now approximately 38 million more undernourished people in the 

world, rising from 777 million in 2015 to 815 million in 2016.  

 

× The report said Conflict,  drought , and  disasters linked to  climate change  are 

among the key factors causing this reversal in progress.  

× South Asia, which includes India, has seen child marriage rates plunge, with 

a girlõs risk of getting married in childhood dropping by 40% from 2000 to 

2017.  

× On the other hand, water stress levels for many countries in the region are 

above 70%, indicating fast -approaching water scarcity.  

× The report is an overview of progress towards achieving 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development (SDG), which consists of 17 goals and 169 targets.  

× It was adopted at t UN Sustainable Development Summit on September 25, 

2015.   

 

Canada legalizes recreational  use of marijuana  

× The Parliament of Canada has passed Cannabis Act (or Bill C -45), a 

landmark law that legalizes recreational use of marijuana nationwide.  

× It makes Canada the first G7 country to legali ze the drugõs recreational use 

and the second to have  a nationwide, legal marijuana market, after Uruguay 

(permitted in December 2013).  
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× It allows adults to possess up to 30 grams of dried cannabis in public, but 

minimum legal age to buy and consume the drug has been set federally at 

18.   

× Cannabis is banned  in most countries  but it is legal for medicinal purposes 

in 14 European countries, Argentina, Israel, Puerto Rico, Mexico, Panama, 

Turkey, Zambia , and  Zimbabwe.   

 

India and Bangladesh to institute CORPAT  

× India and Bangladesh have agreed to institute Coord inated Patrol (CORPAT) 

as an annual exercise between navies of two neighboring  countries.  

× The first edition of CORPAT between two navies was inaugurated by Indian 

Navyõs Chief Admiral Sunil Lanba during his visit to Bangladesh. 

× The first edition of CORPAT saw the participation  of two frigates from 

Bangladesh Navy (BNS Dhaleswari and BNS Abu Bakar) and two from Indian 

navy (INS Kadmatt and INS Satpura).  

× Indian Navy regularly conducts CORPATs with Indonesia, Thailand , and  

Myanmar.  

× It also conducts EEZ (Exclu sive Economic Zone) surveillance of Maldives, 

Mauritius and Seychelles on their request.  

× The CORPAT exercise between navies carries out search and rescue 

operations, institutes measure for vessels indulged in unlawful activities as 

well as control polluti on.  

 

Anti -doping sports conference  

× An anti -doping  sports  conference titled Clean Sport=Fair Outcome?' was held 

today at  Oslo  to address the issue of  doping  menace.  
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× The conference is a joint initiative of the World Forum for Ethics in Business 

(WFEB), Anti -Doping  Norway  and Fair Sport to propose a substantial agenda 

for action  

× The Anti -Doping in Sports conference is a continuation of WFEB's 

conference series on Ethics in Sports'.  

× Earlier editions were held at the  FIFA  headquarters (2014, 2016) and at 

the  stadium of Germany's  soccer  club, Union  Berlin  (2015).  

 

Erdogan Re -elected as president  

× Turkey's long -standing leader Recep Tayyip Erdogan has been re -elected to a 

new five -year term after securing outright victory in the presidential poll.  

× Erdog an was  re-elected  with 53 % of the vote, avoiding a runoff.  

× His closest challenger, Muharrem Ince of the Republican Peopleõs Party 

(CHP), won 30% of the vote.  

 

 

ECONOMY  

Swadeshi Samriddhi SIM cards  

× Baba Ramdev launched Swadeshi Samriddhi SIM cards, in alliance with 

Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL).  

× Initially, only the employees and office bearers of Patanjali will be able to 

avail the benefits of the SIM card.  

× After its full -fledged launch, people will get discount of 10 percent  on 

Patanjali products with t his card.  

× Just with the recharge of Rs 144, one would be able to make unlimited calls 

across the country, get 2 GB data pack and send 100 SMS.  

 

IOC - Most profitable PSU   

× Reliance Industries retains the crown being the countryõs most profitable 

company f or third year in a row.  

× Fuel retailer Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) has for the second year in a row 

beaten Oil and Natural Gas Corp (ONGC) to become Indiaõs most profitable 

state -owned company.  

× Tata Consultancy Services, Indiaõs largest software services exporter, was the 

second most profitable company in the country.  
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Microsoft ð Third Most Valuable Company  

× Microsoft surpassed Google's parent company Alphabet in market value, 

becoming the third most valuable company in the world.  

× Only Apple and Amazon are  first two valuable companies of the world.  

× Compared with tech giants such as Amazon and Apple, Microsoft is less 

reliant on one particular business to generate income.  

× Microsoftõs valuation now stands at $753 billion, while Alphabet is worth 

$742 billion.  

× Apple and Amazon lead with market caps of $924 billion and $783 billion 

respectively.  

 

Indian payment apps in Singapore  

× At the ôBusiness, Innovation and Communityŵ Event at Singapore Indian 

Prime minister Modi has launched Indiaõs BHIM, RuPay and SBI app. 

× Indiaõs RuPay digital payments system was linked up with Network for 

Electronic Transfers (NETS).  

× RuPay users will be able to make payments at all NETS acceptance points 

across Singapore.  

× Also, a new app -based rupee remittance mode of the SBI's Singapore branch 

was launched at the event  

× Singapore branch of the SBI is the first to launch this new mode of 

remittance in collaboration with NPCI.  

 

Financial Literacy Week  

× The Reserve Bank of India, RBI, is organizing Financial Literacy Week from 

4th  June - 8th  June  across the nation.  

× This year the theme is Customer Protection.  

× The aim is to create financial awareness among bank customers about 

financial products and services, good financial practices and digitization.  

 

Stressed assets  ARC 

× The finance ministry has set up a committee to examine the possibility of 

setting up an asset reconstruction company or an asset management 

company to fast -track  resolution of stressed assets.  



 

73  

 

  

 

× Punjab National Bankõs non-executive chairman Sunil Mehta will be heading 

the panel.  

 

SEZ policy  

× The Centre has constituted a group of eminent persons headed by Bharat 

Forgeõs Baba Kalyani to study the Special Economic Zones (SEZ) policy of 

the country.  

× It would suggest measures to make it more relevant for expor ters and 

compatible with World Trade Organisation (WTO) norms.  

× The SEZ Act, 2005, supported by SEZ Rules, came into effect on 10th  

February , 2006.  

× There are 223 operational SEZs in the country and the total investments 

made in the zones so far is  18,878 c rore.  

 

Expert Committee  for startup - SEBI  

× The market regulator Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) has 

constituted an expert committee to make listings of startups attractive.  

× It will recommend a suitable  framework to allow direct listing of Indian 

companiesõ overseas bourses while also allowing overseas companies to list 

directly on Indian bourses.  

× Currently, Indian companies can only use the depository receipts route ð 

Global Depository Receipts (GDR) or  American Depository Receipts (ADR) ð 

to list on the overseas exchanges.  
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× Similarly, foreign companies can access Indian capital markets only through 

Indian Depository Receipts (IDRP) for a listing  of equities.  

 

ôTri-Party Repo Market platformõ 

× National Stock Exchange (NSE)  has launched a  ôTri-party Repo Market 

Platformõ in its debt segment for the repurchase  of the corporate  debt 

security.  

× It is a repo contract where a third entity, apart from the borrower and 

lender, called tri -party agent acts  as an intermediary to facilitate services 

like collateral selection, payment , and  settlement, custody , and  management 

during the life of the transaction.  

× It provides an opportunity  to borrow against the securities and provides 

short -term liquidity to part icipants.  

 

× This would increase demand for corporate bonds and may provide a boost to 

much  needed liquidity in the corporate bond market.  
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HDFC - 5th biggest consumer financial services company   

× HDFC has been ranked as the 5th biggest public company global ly in the 

ôconsumer financial services categoryõ on a list compiled by Forbes magazine. 

× HDFCõs rank has moved up from 7th place last year.  

× American Express has topped this category, while Indiabulls Housing 

Finance is the only other Indian company (at 13t h place) on the list.  

× In the overall list, topped by Chinaõs banking behemoth ICBC, HDFC took 

321st place, up from 404th a year ago.  

× The 16th annual Forbes Global 2000 list includes publicly -traded companies 

from 60 countries.  

× Forbes compiled the Global 2000 list using data from Fact Set Research 

systems.  

 

New Group in WTO  

× India is considering bringing together group of 8 -10 member countries of 

World Trade Organisation (WTO) to prepare agenda for creation of conducive 

atmosphere to ensure smooth functioni ng of the global trade body.  

× It would be an informal group within the World Trade Organisation (WTO), 

which may also include nations like Brazil, China, South Africa, Indonesia 

and Columbia.  

Background  

× The talks at WTOõs 11th Ministerial Conference held in Argentina's Buenous 

Aires  in December 2017 had collapsed after US went back on its 

commitment to find permanent solution to public food stockholding issue, a 

key matter for India.  

× Following the collapse, India had organised mini -ministerial meeting of 

about 45 WTO members in March 2018 to revitalise multi -lateral trade body.  

 

Public Credit Registry  

× The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has announced that it will set up a Public 

Credit Registry (PCR) as a repository of information regarding loan 

information of i ndividuals and corporate borrowers.  

× This decision has been taken as per recommendations of Y.M. Deosthalee 

committee set up by the central bank and it had submitted its report in April  

2018.  
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× This registry will distinguish between bad borrowers and good borrowers and 

will offer interest rates accordingly.  

 

Foreign portfolio investment norms  

× The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has eased investment norms for foreign 

portfolio investors (FPIs) in debt, especially into individual large corporates.   

Corporate Bond s 

× FPIs are permitted to invest in corporate bonds with a minimum  residual 

maturity of above 1 year.  

× The short -term investments in corporate bonds by an FPI shall not exceed 

20% of the total  investment of that FPI in corporate bonds.  

Government securities  

× The FPIs cap on investment in Government securities (G -secs) has been 

increased to 30% of outstanding stock of that security, from 20% earlier.  

× FPIs were allowed to invest in government bonds with a minimum residual 

maturity of three years.   

× FPIs are permi tted to invest in G -secs, including treasury bills (T -bills), and 

SDLs (State Development Loans) without any minimum residual maturity 

requirement.   

× However, it will be subject to the condition  that short -term investments  by 

FPI under either category shall  not exceed 20% of the total  investment of 

that FPI in that category.  

× In this case, short -term investments are defined as investments with 

residual maturity up to 1 year.   
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Additional duties on the US by China  

× In a tit -for -tat action, China  has imposed additional tariffs and duties on 

$50 -billion worth of American products.  

 

× It comes after US President Donald Trump slapped stiff 25% tariff on 

Chinese goods worth a similar  amount.  

× The decision was taken in line with relevant stipulations of Foreign Trade  

Law of China and Regulations of China on Import and Export Duties, as well 

as fundamental principles of international laws.  

 

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment) Ordinance, 2018  

× President Ram Nath Kovind has assented to the promulgation of Insolvenc y 

and Bankruptcy Code  (Amendment) Ordinance.  

× This ordinance makes some fine -tuning mechanisms in the Insolvency and 

Bankruptcy Code, 2016.  

× This ordinance brings some specific changes affecting mainly real estate and 

financial sectors and key changes are,  
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o Homebuyers Recognized as Financial Creditors  

o Special Provisions for MSME  

o Withdrawal of Insolvency Application  

× After this amendment, the IBC law will recognize the homebuyers as 

financial creditors, giving them due  to representation in the  Committee of 

Credi tors  (CoC). Thus, now home buyers will be an integral part of the 

decision making process.   

× Now, the promoters of MSMEs are allowed to bid for their companies as long 

as they are not wilful defaulters and donõt attract any other related 

disqualification.  

× The ordinance permits the withdrawal of the insolvency applications only if it 

is approved by 90% vote share of the CoC.  

× Further, the CoC voting threshold has been brought down to 66 percent 

from 75 percent for all major decisions.  

 

Fitch cuts  viability rat ings  

× Rating agency Fitch has downgraded the viability ratings (VRs) of State Bank 

of India (SBI) and Bank of Baroda (BoB).  

× Fitch downgraded the VRs of SBI and BoB by one -notch to ôBB+õ and ôBBõ, 

respectively.   

× It cited the lendersõ weakened risk profile due to poor asset quality and the 

vulnerability of their capital buffers to moderate shocks.  

× As many as 19 of Indiaõs 21 state banks reported losses in the last fiscal, 

cumulatively wiping out almost all of the governmentõs $ 13 billion capital 

injections during the year.  

× Fitch, which has a negative sector outlook on Indian banks, however, 

affirmed the ôBBBõ Long-Term Issuer Default Ratings (IDRs) of SBI, BoB, 

Canara Bank and Bank of India (BoI) with a stable outlook.  

BBB rating   

× A BBB rating reflects an opinion that the issuer has the current capacity to 

meet its debt obligations but faces more solvency risk than an A -rated issue 

and less than a BB -rated issue if business, financial, or economic conditions 

change measurably.  

 

fDi Report 2018   

× The U.S. has  surpassed India to become the top destination for greenfield 

FDI investment in 2017.  
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× According to the fDi Report 2018, compiled by FDI Intelligence, a division 

of The Financial Times  the number of greenfield FDI projects in India during 

the year fell shar ply by 21% to 637.  

× India had maintained the numero uno slot in greenfield FDI investment in 

2015 and 2016.  

× However, in 2017, the U.S. reclaimed the spot from India, recording $87.4 

billion of announced Foreign Direct Investment (FDI).  

× In the Asia and Paci fic region, China was on top in terms of FDI in a total  

number of new projects and capital investment, followed by India.  

 

Alteration of ôRelativeõ Definition 

Ẇ The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has narrowed the definition of relatives over 

the funds sent abroad under the ômaintenance of close relativeõ category of 

the Liberalised Remittance Scheme (LRS)to check the flow of funds.  

Ẇ Hence, funds under the ômaintenance of close relativeõ category can be sent 

only to immediate relatives such as parents, spouses, children and their 

spouses.  

Ẇ This has brought about by defining ôrelativesõ under the Companies Act, 

2013 instead of the same act of 1956.   

Ẇ Outward remittances u nder maintenance of close relatives shot up to almost 

$3 billion in 2017 -18 from a mere $174 million in 2013 -14.  

 

Sandeep Bakhshi - New COO  

Ẇ ICICI Bank board has appointed ICICI Prudential Life Insurance CEO 

Sandeep Bakhshi  

Ẇ This move comes after ICICI Bank announced that its Chief Executive 

Chanda Kochhar would go on leave until the completion of an inquiry over 

an alleged conflict of interest  

Ẇ Bakhshi, whose appointment is for a period of five years beginning June 19, 

pending regulatory approvals, will repor t to Kochhar.  

Ẇ The new COO will report to the bank's board during Kochhar's period of 

leave.  

 

Draft on cross -border insolvency resolution  

× The Ministry of Corporate Affairs has released a draft  on cross -border 

insolvency in order to strengthen Insolvency and  Bankruptcy Code (IBC).   
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× The existing IBC provisions (234&235) are not adequate to effectively deal 

with default cases of the domestic  corporate debtor having assets and 

operations outside India.   

× The draft on cross -border insolvency favors  adoption of UNC ITRAL (United 

Nations Commission on International Trade Laws) Model Law on Cross -

Border Insolvency, 1997.  

× Under it, central government after entering into an agreement  with other 

countries may bring overseas asset of domestic corporate debtor into 

conside ration of insolvency resolution in India.   

 

 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY  

GRACE -FO satellites  

× Elon Musk -led SpaceX has successfully launched twin NASA satellites 

GRACE-FO (Follow -On) that will track Earthõs water Cycle i.e. water 

movement and ice  melt.  

 

× It was launched onb oard  of SpaceXõs preflown  Falcon 9 Rocket from 

Vandenberg Air Force Base in California, US  

× GRACE-FO is a joint  project between National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration (NASA) and German Research Center for Geosciences (GFZ).  
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× It is follow -on mission to original GRACE mission, which had mapped 

Earthõs water and ice by measuring changes in Earthõs gravity field from 

2002 to 2017.  

 

(514107) 2015 BZ509   

× Scientists have discovered an asteroid named (514107) 2015 BZ509  nestling 

in Jupiterõs orbit that had migrated from another star system.  

× It makes it first known permanent immigrant to our solar system.   

× All of the planets in our Solar System, and the vast majority of other objects 

as well  travel around the Sun in the same direction.  

 

× However, 2015 BZ509 is different ð it moves in the opposite direction in what 

is known as a ôretrogradeõ orbit. 

× The asteroid Oumuamua was actually first discovered in 2014, but after four 

years of tracking it, scientists were able to determine that it had ar rived in 

our solar system some 4.5 billion years ago ð just as Earth was beginning to 

form.  

× However, it was just a tourist passing through, whereas this former exo -

asteroid ð given the catchy name (514107) 2015 BZ509 ð is a long -term 

resident.  

 

Cloud -enabl ed National Data Centre  

× National Informatics Centre (NIC) has set up cloud -enabled National Data 

Centre at Bhubaneswar, Odisha.  

× It will offer round -the -clock operations with secure hosting for e -governance 

applications of ministries and departments.  

× It is fourth cloud -enabled National Data Centre of NIC after Delhi, 

Hyderabad and Pune.  
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× NIC (Rashtriya  Suchna  Vigyan Kendra) is premier science & technology 

organi zation  of Government in informatics services and information and 

communication technology (ICT) applications.  

× It is part of Meit Yõs Department of Electronics & Information Technology. It 

was established in 1976.  

 

Rustom -2 Drone  

× The Rustom -II Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV), which is being developed by 

the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO), will be 

delivered to the armed forces by 2020.  

 

× The drone is being developed for use by all three services of the Indian 

Armed Forces, primarily for intelligence, surveillance , and  reconnaissance 

(ISR) operations.  

× The medium -altitude prototype can fly at over 22,000 feet and is a long -

endurance UAV that has a 20 -hour  approximate flight time.  

× After perfecting the vehicle, the manuf acturing will be done by Hindustan 

Aeronautics Ltd and Bharat Electronics Ltd, as per the contract.  

 

PRAAPTI App  

× The Ministry of Power has launched a web portal and an app called PRAAPTI 

(Payment Ratification and Analysis in Power procurement for bringing 

Transparency in Invoicing of generators) . 



 

83  

 

  

 

× It is an effort to bring in greater transparency in power purchase 

transactions between generators and distribution companies (DISCOMs).  

× The app will allow people to know the tariffs at which the power was 

procur ed by the Discoms.  

 

World first 3 D printed human corneas  

× Scientists from Newcastle University, UK have created worldõs first 3D 

printed human corneas (3D printed thin protective film over eye)  

× It could solve the problem  of shortage of available eye donors and help 

millions of blind people gain sight again.  

× The 3D printed human corneas were produced using bio -ink solution 

consisting of healthy corneal stem mixed together with alginate and collagen.  

 

Pinaka Rocket  

× An upgr aded version of Pinaka rocket, with enhanced range and guidance 

system, was successfully test -fired from Chandipur in Odisha for the second 

consecutive day  

× The earlier Pinaka system, which was an unguided one, has now been 

transformed into a guided version , with a navigation, guidance and control 

kit developed by the Research Centre, Imarat (RCI), Hyderabad.  

× The RCI comes under the Defence Research and Development Organisation 

(DRDO).  
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× The conversion helped in enhancing the range and accuracy of Pinaka. If  its 

range was 40 km earlier, it is more than 70 km now.  

× The test was carried out from a multi -barrel  launcher from the firing point of 

the Proof & Experiment Establishment (PXE) under DRDO.  

 

Maiden test Next Generation SFDR  

× The DRDO successfully carried out the maiden flight test of a new surface -

to-air missile (yet to get a formal name) powered by Solid Fuel Ducted 

Ramjet (SFDR) propulsion Technology.  

× SFDRõs technology demonstrator flight test was conducted from Launch 

Integ rated Test Range at Chandipur, Odisha.  

× SFDR technology is jointly developed by India and Russia.  

× SFDR is propulsion technology different than that of conventional solid 

fuelled or liquid fuelled missiles.  

 

Ensemble Prediction Systems (EPS)  

× The Ministry of Earth Science  (MoES) has launched  Ensemble Prediction 

System (EPS) for more accurate and area -specific forecast of extreme 

weather events including rains, heat wave , and cold wave.  

× The new EPS system has been developed by three bodies under Ministry of 

Ear th Sciences viz.  

o Indian Meteorological Department (IMD),  

o National Centre for Medium Range Weather Forecasting (NCMRWF) 

and  

o Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology.  

× The most salient feature of new EPS is its high resolution for short -medium 

range weather  forecasts.   
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Gaofen -6 satellite  

× China has successfully launched a new Earth observation satellite which will 

be mainly used in agricultural resources research and disaster monitoring.  

× The Gaofen -6 satellite  was launched on a  Long March -2D rocket from 

the  Jiuquan Satellite Launch Centre  in northwest China.  

× Gaofen -6 is the latest of a series of China High -resolution Earth Observation 

System (CHEOS) satellites Ė 

× The satellite was developed by the China Academy of Space Technology 

(CAST), a subordinate to China  Aerospace Science and Technology 

Corporation ĈĐCASC. 

× A scientific experiment satellite named  Luojia -1 was sent into space at the 

same time.  

 

Fastest Supercomputer  

× IBM and the Department of Energyõs Oak Ridge National Laboratory have 

revealed the worldõs most powerful and smartest scientific supercomputer - 

Summit supercomputing machine.  

 

× Summit supercomputing machine can deliver a peak performance of 200 

quadrillion calculations per second (thatõs 200 followed by 15 zeros) using a 

standard measure used to rate supercomputers  or 200 petaflops . 

× The speed of Summit is nearly  twice the peak pe rformance of Chinaõs top-

ranking  Sunway TaihuLight  

× For the first time in five years, the worldõs fastest computer is no longer in 

China  
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Indiaõs first indigenous Lithium-Ion Battery project  

× Council of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR) lab has signed 

Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) with RAASI Solar Power Pvt Ltd for 

transfer of technology for Indiaõs first Lithium Ion (Li-ion) Battery project.  

× The agreement was signed by CSIRõs Central Electro Chemical Research 

Institute (CECRI), Karaikudi, Tamil Nadu.  

× CSIR-CECRI has developed the indigenous technology of Lithium -ion cells in 

partnership with other sister CSIR labs. It has secured globally recognized 

patent for this technology.  

× Under the singed MoA, Raasi Group will set up a Lithium -ion cells 

manufacturin g facility in Krishnagiri district of Tamil Nadu close to 

Bangalore.  

 

World first EPR nuclear reactor  

× A third -generation European Pressurised Reactor (EPR) in Taishan, southern 

China  carried out its first nuclear chain reaction.  

× Unit 1 of the Taishan nucle ar power plant has attained a sustained chain 

reaction for the first time, becoming the first EPR reactor to reach the 

commissioning milestone.  

× With EPRs in Finland and France facing setbacks, the Taishan 1 reactor is 

the first of its kind.  

× Taishan 1 and 2  are the first two reactors based on the EPR design to be 

built in China.  

 

Agni -5  

× India successfully test -fired it 's indigenously developed nuclear capable long -

range  ballistic missile Agni -5 from Dr . Abdul Kalam Island off the Odisha 

coast.  

 
































































































































